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A VISIT TO SOVIET RUSSIA 
The Second of a series of two lectures on Rabbi Silver's 

Impressions of Europe. 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On J 
Sun ' y t.orning, Jovem er 1,, 1935 



I visited Russia in the sunmer of 1927, eight years ago,and I 

revisited it this last summer. Id not go to l'M••i•, the Spviet Union, 

or as a tudent for one requires mu.ch more 
I 

-
time was abl ogive to my visi, certainly a much larger equipment 

t posse . I went this summe~ as I went eignt years ago, as an inter-

ested observer to get the feel of t.nat country, 

progress had been made during these last eight years, to get the pulse, 

temperature. the mood of the people, to see how much nearer the regime 

has approached its ideal of a classless socialist society. Here was 

tne greatest si~le event in moaern times, tne mo3tnomentoua upheaval since 

the French Revolution. Here was a social order unfolding which in so 

many wB3s contradicted and challenged existent soci orders elsewnere. 

Here w a reca sting or a transvalu.ation of all e customary political, 

economic and religious values to which we fliPe' accustomed in part of 

the world. And I wanted to see it operating after an absence of eight 

years. 

A question which is frequently put to me is this: Can you really 

see things in the Soviet Union? Are you free to 5o about and investigate 

or are you constantly spied upon, seeing only those things which the 

government wants you to see? Tne answer is simply - yee and no. Qu.1te 

naturally, ttie government is interested in snowing tourists those things 

which are most creditable t it. ~ite naturally, the government does not 

want to expose to the eye of inquisitive, 01t-times unfriendly folk , 

evidences of its weaknesses and failures. In tne eyes of a dictator, a 

tourist serves only two purposes: First to oring foreign exchange into 

the country; second, r.., tne 1t11r1 nae •f propaganda. As you know, the 



-2-

technique of propaganda is not that of abstract scientific investi5ation 

or objective education. It is deliberately partisan, one-sided. It 

w ru.ld have been amazing if the of ficial guides of Russia took tne tourist 

to see the failures of tnat country. And the tourist, quite naturally, 

is not shown state secrets, or the confidential archives -ef lne record• 

of the Party, nor are tne gates of tne Kremlin opened, nor is he allowed 

to enter tne private e:lamJier of Stalin for an inform.al, f riendly cnat. 

It is more difficult to ~et to Stalin than to tne Emperor of Japan for 

tne simple reason that Stalin is more scared than the Emperor of Japan. 

Ever since tne assassination of Kiro f, one of the key men of the 

Comrmmist Party and boss of Leningrad, tne gates of the Kremlin have 

been locked and bolted to foreign tourists and to Russian)M~ea•s as 

well. It is a strange tning about dict~tors - they all proclaim to 

the world tha.t they .nave tneir people solidly behind them, yet in their 

heart of nearts, they would ratner have their people right in front of 

them, where they can watch them. , .. -
But one need not arzr •• take an o ficial guide in Russia. One 

can go alone. by himself. One is not spied upon, at least not to his 

knowing, and if one has his eyes open and his ears open and knows what 

to look for, if one is a trained ooserver, one can l earn a grea t deal. 

One visits shops, factories, collective farms. One sees the condition 

und~r which the Russian or P.r works today. One inquires of' tne manage­

ment about wages. One visits tne stores. One sees how well-stocked 

tney are or how poorly tocked
1

;.t11 ... -~. t e prices of mercnandise 

people eat. One visits tne ~inder6artens, scnools, nurseries. pl~grou.nds 

and sees how cnildren are trained1 aai y acquirin5 some of tne text-books 



and by getting some one to help you read them one gets an idea of what 

is Jei1c t a~t. One visits clinics, hospitals and health institutio s, 

rest qanat ria - one 6P s an idea of . the h alth of the p On goes 

to theatres, movies, opera, parks of recreation. One walks the streets, 

Pernaps tnis is one of the best ways of learning at first hand about 

the life of t1e people, how they dress, the appearance of the buildings, 

wnetner they are dilapitated and decayed, whether new buildings are being 

constructed. One visits a few homes 01· people and one finds out how 

people live. And, if along with all this first hand inf or • tion, one 

is fortun.-. te enougn to cnance on a few people, either Russians
1
or 

foreigners who have lived inRussia for a lo time and who will talk -

The last time I was in tne Soviet Union. 192?, tAe Five Year 

Plan had not as yet been launcned. Tne Soviet Union had not yet emoarked 

upon its thorough-going program of collectivizi g farms and of liquidating 

the Kulak class. Nor had the government finally aoandoned the semi-

capital is tic regime, r had the government ~ undertaken \i 

.1.b rN:~ those colossal industrial enterprises and expansion programs 

whicn have since taken place. The huge Magni togorsk iron and steel 

plant, one of the l&rgest in the world, capable of producing two and 

a half million tons of steel an1ually, and more than that of pig iron, 

had not been built. Nor had the huge Dnieprostroi hydro-electric power 

plant, tne largest electrical power producing plant in tne world.-uian 

The large heavy-ma.chine building plant at Sverdlovsk had not 

yet been built. Tne great tr·ctor factories at Stalingrad and ilia!Mllm,~ 

had not yet been built, nor t11e automobile works at Gorlcy', nor the large 

w 
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agricultural mac ineiyworks at Rost ov-on-tne-don, nor t e tnousands of 

otner large and small industrial, electrical, cnemical and mining enter­

prises, or had the great canal linkin~ up the Baltic with the White Sea 

been constructed. 

In eight short years, tn set ings h.a.d come to be. In 1935, 

the Soviet Union was half wa:y in the second Five Year Plan. So that it 

was quite evident on all sides f a ui.1ii.••• *• l@fl that Rus$1a was 

making huge progress. Giant strides were oeing made, particularly in 

the heavy industries, in the production of macninery, in mining, in the 

output of steel, iron, oil, gold and in builaing. Th&re has been no 
I'"' ~.- ..,, I 

slackenin in the tempo of this ••~J industrial •n, in this 

country which was the least 1ndustrialise~a..-.~--6111o.on the 

continent of Europe. 

I was tremendously impre~ sed wita the boundless energy manif sted 

on all sides, this amazing pioneering zeal of the Russians. o pla was 
! 

too ambitious. 

temperament, 

(i 
difficult. When one recalls the ~e~gaelegy, 

!!!!z::!!!!.e"-tl=t!"'.1~11811~s, tne mood of resignation ~,vf 

associo ted with the Russians, one realizes tnat tne Revolution has performed 

transformation in this people 

There bas also b en considerable increase in tne light industries, 

in consumers' goods. It is notas great as in tne heavy industries. 

The program for industrializing Russia and also the fear of war inspired 

the leaders of Russia to lay the greatest empnasis on heavy industries, 

tsUfficient a.a far a t.lle product.ioJ1 o macni -q 

s co~el"Md. The consumers had to suffer. The people suffered maDj" 

deprivations and are still suffering deprivations today. Food is not yet 
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AJ.,t[1 
plentiful in tne Soviet Union. What tnere is of it , is of tne_rudimentary 

kind. nile bread cards ve een a ~andoned, there is not a sufficiency 
(" 

The av rage m al of the Russian consists of blac .. bread, soup. 

herring and once in two weeks tney gPt a pound of meat, but 
/./' 

that is a rare delicacy. The cbtning ¥T• 1 1e people wear in the tneaters 

and in tne parks are very snaboy. Many of tnem are threadbare. Clothing 

is expensive in Russia. 

ousing conditions are still very very bad. There are 

not enougn houses for tne people . Tne government is doing its utmost to 

ouild new homes and yet tne grea t crowding into the large cities wnich 

tak:in • place since the Revolution has made housing a difficult proolem 

tne tremendous a.i~iual increase of the Russian population which is 

:a s The norm is for r 
In tne villages, 

government buildings stables an 
/ .. 

to live in a si le room. 

scientific, built for collectives 

vere 

peasants live to~ exactly as in tne days oft e Czar. It will t~ke 

generations to rebuild rural Russia. T . I ' :/•""'/'r I I ,. 
But o~ do sec all about you evidence of buil~ing and construction. 

lf to ny condition of satisfaction. 

Moscow is enjoying what we Gall!i call a building boom. This semi-Asiatic 

cit7 is oeing transformed. I saw the plans for oscow for tne next ten 

years. If carried tnrough, .oscow will be one of the most modern oeautiful 

cities in the world. Everywhere, w•e,i~ you see new apartment houses, new 
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hotels, new office buildings springing up. New streets and boulevards are 

ClJ,&PA ,t. The su way, one of tne show places of' · oscow, is to 

the mind of practical American, a needless waste o:f money. It is 
/_.,J 

a gorgeous sub ay built out of narble, electrical fixtures • .__._. ...... ~ 
r,..,,, 

a , emallN-tH'8.A.@--1iM11~ tral of w York. It k builtl of 
/,. 

course, to snow wnat tt1e new regime 

has achieved, to tne glory of' Stalin wnose statue adorns• entrance. 

These dictators do love to advertise. Every street corner has a figure 

of Stalin in stone or a painting of Stalin in a hun~red different poses. 

Fifty years ago it c:. s Karl Marx in Russia. Tnen it was Karl .,1arx and 

Lenin. Tnen it Wv. s Lenin. Tnen it was Lenin and Stalin. Now it is 

Stalin. Lenin is a snadow int e background. 

Evidences of neglect an, decay are fast disappearing in the 

principal streets of Leningrad, • Here you see people renovating 

their homes anQ giving them fresh coats of paint. 

ducil has been said and written about education in Russia 

and the health work. I will therefore not dwell long upon t.nat . 
..$) 

The Sovi t regime has done a remarKa.ule piece of wor in TI •~. 

built oea,..,. for c ildren and adults at a remarkable 

pace. The universities of tne Soviet Union are crowded to overflowing. 

Russia is experiencing a dearth of trained people, of technicians, of 

are now crowding into the universities. An interesting cnange naa taken 
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-place in the h-eetecn p~ toward the intelligentsia. During the 
&~ 

Revolution, the intellectual classes were ~~ireiiAMllle"fflrotlde. Every 

professional man, expert, engineer, was watched by the repr21••••••¥e 

The heroes of the Russian Revolution were the workers, SKi l led 

or unskilled. The worker was tne one wno was built up as a,. hero. That 

in a very 
(' 

of importance in the Soviet Union as he must be in a:ny ct' I part of 

the world 
I 

'"hile the cond.1. t i ons ~ living are still very severe inRussia, 

the comforts of life very few and scanty, tne government is doing a 

great deal for tne recrea tion of tne people, for tneir entertainme. t--A--

.a&al°'n pl d'teet± • There are parks for rest and culture all over 

and clean fun. Tnere are no commercialized entertainments in Russia. 

Therefore, tnere is no pandering to tne lowest tastes of people, and 

th re is no vulgarity. Generally speaking, Russian cities are morally 

the cleanest cities in the world. Tnere is no commercialized vice 

in Russia and sex is not f launted in literature, in art, dress, on 

tne st e or in tne movies as it is in tne Western world. Tie Russian 

theaters, opera and balet are amo 

crowd to see them day after day. 

tne finest in the world and people 

The Russian '1useums wnich are amone; tne most famous in the 

world are being 

very anxious to ac 

the week you see 

rved b tne Bolsnevik regime. The government is 

int people ,ith art tre~sures, and every day of 

eat groups of people, young an old, bein taken 
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througa tne art galleries by tr~ined guides, snown paintings and works 

of art, explaining everytnin pertaining to the art. Along with art 

goes a certain amount of Bolshevik propaganda. ~it e naturally, 

evety tning is made to serve propaganda purposes 01' tne country, so 

that if, for example, a picture portr~s the living conditions of the 

rich in tne days b fore tne Revol~tion, this is held up as an object 

lesson to the workers as evidence of how they pampered themselves and 

lived in luxury at the expense of the poor people. Particularly, wnen 

groups are taken tnrougn t_e palaces of the Czars which are left exactly 

as they were in the days when tne Revolution broke, t ey are shown how 

these people lived at the expense of their poor and enslaved subjects. 

Russian art - painting, sculpturing - are still revol tionary. 

There is hardly a painting of Russia tbat hasn't in it ·a steel plant, 

a blast furnace, a machine of some sort. The machine is idealized 

in tne art of the nat : on, in the literature of the people. Through 

the macnine the Russian sees the promise of the creati ,Jn of weal t which 

will be shared by all t e masses, the promise of the realization of 

a socialized society. At the entrance to a large gallery, Is~• a huge 

plaster figure of a woman with a ladle in her hand pouring molten steel 

into a mold. The scarcity of labor in Russia is almost unique in the 

world today. Russia has brought woman into industrial life and cr9ated 

tne principle that inasmu.cn as woman is equal to man, there ·ore she 

should do tne same kind of work as man. So tnat you find women doing 

the hardest, most gruelling kind of physical labor as a steel-worker, 

a miner, a hod-carri r. A Westerner, when he sees t t, is sanewhat 

shocked a t it ecause in our conception, the equality of man and woman 

does not necessarily mean that she must do the same kind of wor as 
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man but in doi 

Russia will 

work of equal portance. I time, I think that 

to r ealize that woman cannot do tna t kind of work 

without b _axing herself physically. 

Religion, organized religion, is definitely on tne decline in 

Russia. The government is hostile to it. Children are educa ted 

systematica lly 

sentiment. I n oscow and Leningrad I saw some of cnu.rcnes which 

been converted into anti-rel igious museums. 

! ich bas b en convert'&d. Str nte=!Y enmigh, 

'W~L.Di1J.ao4Nl1Mt--ait-e··-m:>t quite as crowded as l nought they cm.ld be. · 
~V'. 

Religious worsnip is not prohib i ted in Russia. Synagogu.es ar e 

open for public worship althou.gn many have been cl~sed. But the 

teac_ .. ing of religion, tne religious educat ion of the youth of Russia, 

is prohibited. To identify one's self wit the church is to definitely 

nandicap oneself economically. To be identified with the church is not 

ever a letter of recommendation in Rus sia today. ~verthelesJ, some 

churches are open. There are !·a1 thful men and women who a tend them. 
Uli GershP-na. 

I recall one day i Moscow, I went t o te Greek Catholic church It 

was late afternoon, during t ~ twilight hour. There were about fifty 

people present, mostly women in k erchiefs, a few old men and three or 

four c· ildren. The music was beautiful as is all tne music of the 
, 

Greek Catholic Church. The worshipers seemed very devout. It was a 

very moving and impressive worsnip and it ,brought to mind wnat must 

nave b en ~e worship of the ancestors bf these people. 

I vi sited synagogues in
1
Aoscow an Leningrad. Tney, too, are 

I 

attended 1 gely by middle-a ed and elderly people. I was told that 

I I 
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during t e holidays tney are very well filled. Butt er e is no active 

rel i gious lif e among the Jewish youth in Russ i a. T'n .re is no organized 

Jewish lif e, generally speaking, as we have it in tnis country and as is 

kno n in the rest of th western world. The idea of groups, broth Jrhoods, 

sist rh) ods, Jewish philanthropic organizations are altoge ther "Wlknown in 

Ru, sia. Zionism is outlawed. Zionists are sent to Siberia. 

Th re is, however, gro ing up a certain Yiddish culture in tnose 

parts of Russia where th re are Jews in large numbers as, for example, in 

Biro Bidjan. T.1: ere the Jews have t eir own schools, t 1~ ir own langua6e, 

thP-ir own newspapers, t neir own culture. 

In Moscow, however, where there are one quarter million Jews, you cannot find 

a trace of organized Jewish life. But there i no anti-Semitism in Russia. 

Anti-Semitism is regarded as counter-revolutionary. The Jews enjoy in the 

_Soviet Union absolute equality with all other nationality groups. There is 

no discrimination. It is tne only country in the world that is free from 

anti-Semitism. It is the only country in the worldvhere the governrnent has 

made a consistent ~ffort to eradicate anti-Semitism or to educate its people 

out of its course of intolerance. 

And, when one is in Russia and when one tninks of what is going on 

not far aw~, in Hitler's Germany, where a goveru.-::ient, far from attempting 

to eradicate anti-Semitism, is with its vast machinery of propa&anda 

out to poison tne mind.a of cnilnren. When on thinks of what was in 

Russia before 1918, one can•t help but be profoundly grateful as ev ry 

civilized one can't but help feel grateful for this supreme achievement 

of civilization which the Bolshevik government is making. 
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There are very few •~es of communism left in the Soviet Union. 

The:::·e ~s grown up in Russia a colossal state capitalism with a vast and 

increas bureaucracy which is steadily entrenching itself power and 

privilege, and which will not abdicate in the days to come without terrific 

struggle and resutance. Class is definitely devel ping in this clas : less 

society. Gradation is definite. Sharp Gra<iation~ in incomes have already 

been established throughout the Soviet Union and a new economic hi~ rarcey 

is developing. At tae top is the officialdom, the administrative and 

military officialdom. Below t em are t e professional classes, the 

experts - technicians, engineers, managers. Below them are the skilled 

workers. At the bottom where they usually are, are the unskilled workers 

and peasants. The income_., of these cl - sses dif:r er. Th:~ t means that a 

money can live in better quarters, eat better food. These are tne marks 

which al ~s distinguish one class 

point \ in thew stern world. Th~re are not 

the glaring peaks and valleys that you find in capitalis tic countries. 

Not at all. Nevertheless, the trend is clear and seemingly inevitable. 

Priv te property is allowed. Only private capital is prohibited. 

Savings are secured. 

will be secur. The government is encouraging people to lend money 

at interest to bey government bonds which bring sevenpercent 

People in Russia impressed me as being• far more hopeful than - l 

in 1 • They are confident of success . Tney f el that t ey a re moving 

forward definitely, do¥ be~. t • t every move forward will be to the 

henifit of all. 
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They are afraid of o- ly one tnine and tnat is wa.r. They fear -l 
war - Japan in the east and Germany in the west. ~ hangs like a pall 

over the 
CQ--u..., 

They .know that sooner or later the capitalists ~·iftllllia, 
r 

easter11 world. _wil a- ste:J9'ftn will not allow Russia to become success-

ful. lCb~.JKiJ 1 not aJ lo ~iMK~·a±-i-9 r- gime to become st7ong and uccesst'ul. 

They will attempt to destroy it by war. 

secret of it. 

, ~ 

So that Russia is prep~irin6 for the dey of Decision. Tne Soviet 

Union todey has tne largest standin6 army in the world. Over 900,000 ~ 

llzfl p H It is a pity. It is a tragic pity that this peop17 whose 

philosophy is one of peace as f ar as aggression other people is con­

' cerned, t-,,.!lllilllll~mr.=;:Qljj;Qa. is compelled by force of circumstances to do what 

every capitalist country is forced to do 

t he hilt. 

- militarize itself up to 

I brouoht with me out of Russia no final conclusion , Should you 

ask me to summarize my impressions of Russia, I would have the grea test 

difficulty. You cannot summarize things which are continually in flux. 

development of Russia is concerned. Russia is ma.king a go of it, 

They s eem to be on the way solvin6 the problem of 

production for use and not for profit. T ey are givin6 Tecnnology - that 

is, the machine - the largest, freest play. The private profit 

motif is not allowed to interfere alli endanger the smooth operations of 

tne ma.chine. 

Unlike w • t we are forced to do in our country, they are 
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every man and wo:na.n in Russia. They have not solved the cost of production, 
' I . 

Tney have u. ......... ..,'!L,Y sacrificed,most of all, human freedo rn, 

to economic prod ctivity. Dictatorsnip, ruthless, thorough-going, oppressive, 

has been the price paid ad is tne price today. is regarded essentially 

as an a gent in economic produc tio a nd the iron discipline which must 

prevail in a rigidly controlled economic organization is carried over into 

the social 1 ·Ile, the intellectual Jri fe, tne spiritual life.-

Whether the condition is permanent or not,--u~u.• it chiev-H eful-

V y to a f-ree society. Whether dictators ip can liquida te 

itself, whether the pluses will cancel t ne minuses, whether the national 

gains which accrue will offset the spiritual, int llect 1 and cultural 

losses, wnether tne material gains will be as su· stantial a s prophecied 

in other words, whether the people in Russia int· e days t~ come wi l l be 

sense of the word than people in capitalistic 

countries only the future can tell. 

It is too early to declare tne Soviet experiment either a success or 

a failure. It is premature to say that revolutionary dictators· ip of the 

proletariat is the only way of improving the cond tion of the masses of the 
I J 

world. How are we to~ tlie mac ine age c onform to tle highest conception 
J ... 

of human destiny1 Rus sia is attempting 1.t in one way through a logical, 

America and othe r co1mtries of the ester1 world are tryin • to solve t e lf­
~ ·? 

same proulem i n another way less revolutionary, r.-N11i1 ..... 1tt1,..l, ,,co! sis tent 
J . 
• 

way of groping. 
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t i.e leo a wa:y. Up to now it has been tne way of human progress. Whicn 

of tnese two ways will solve tle uroolem ~ Pernaps both will solve the 

proolem partially. Perhaps each will tne other. ill tn se ays e ong 

to tne future and no one can prophecy which way will be the best way. But 
..A; 

cl -- arly, in the Soviet Union, a m11tr1 &O\ltl experiment ~ human welfGLre is 

going on and thoughtful people cannot help but follow t • t experiment with the 

greatest of eagerness, with the greatest of interest. 
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I visited Ru aia in the aunaer of 1927, i t y • • o,and I 

reviaited it this l st sun:mer. I did not o t Ru• sia, th• Soviet Union, 

a• an e ert or s a close acientitic tudent for one requir a mu.ch more 
' 

i1me than I w~e bl to give to rIJ¥ vi it, certainly a muc larger equip~ nt 

I posaea. I ent this sunmer,a• I ent ei t y ara ago, aa an ·inter­

ested observer tog t the f el or t t country, as it were, to ae• what 

pro re. s • d been de duri , thee last eight ye· , to t the pule, 

temperature, the mood of the )eo le, to see how much n re th regime 

baa ap roached its id l of a cl ele t a s • 11st society. Here waa 

,he gr test 11 le eve tin mo ern tim s, t e mo~tno ntoua upheaval s ince 

the Fr 1 ch Revolutio . H r w a a c1a l order unfolding which in ao 

maiq •&¥• contradicted r d chall n d exit t aoci 1 orders elsewhere. 

H re• • recL ti or a trans · 1 tion of al the custome.17 pol i tical, 

economic nd relig·ous i uea t o which we re accu. to din our p t of 

\he world. And I ted to see it operati after an sence of eigh\ 

ye rs. 

question which is fre u ntly put to me is thia: Can I re lly 

aee thinus in the Soviet Un1on7 Arey u free to o about nd investi t• 

or are you constantly •- ied upon, aeein onl1 tho e thing which the 

gov rnment w· 1t1 y c,u to aee? The answer 1a 1 i ly - yea and no. Q)l ... te 

naturally, the government 1 intere ted in a owi tourist, those thi 

which mot er ditable t it. Quite n· turally, e gover l!Ilent do not 

want toe o to the eye of 11quis tive , oft-tim s unfriendly folk , 

evidences of its• akne sea d f ilure. In the eyes of diet· tor, a 

touriat rv a o 1 two purpo s First to ri reign exch • into 

the country: aecond, or the purp e of propa da. Aa you know. the 
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techniqu 1a not th· to b tr ct ci ntific inve ~ti -tion 

or objective edu It ia delio rately t i • • one- i ed. It, 

w ld ve be n c..' . .-i i f the ficial id• of Ru 1 to t t uri t 

to the f ilur . o t t country. An th t,ouri t, u1te na.tur lly, 

11 not shown at te seer ts. or the c 1 tl· l arch1Yes ft e records 

of 1e arty, nor t , e g~tea O- t e Kr mlin opened. or is h !lowed 

to ent rte ri • te chamber of St· lin for into l, rl ~ dl- c t. 

It i more difficult to et to St 11n than to the ror o J pan for 

eror of J pan. the aimpl r a th.:l.t St lin 13 ore sc· red han th 

Ev r s i nce the s a ai tion of iro f, one o. t e ey en of the 

Co .. tllli st r 

bee lo d 

well . It ia 

d bo s of Leni ad, t t 0 t Kr lin V 

bolted to f re. touris t• d t Ru ian r. tudents s 

stran t 1 ~bout d ct tor - y all procl 1m to 

th orld t • t ~~e ve tle1r people aolidl be nd them, yet in th l r 

he rt o n ts, they w ul r· ther bav . t ir peo 1 right in lront ot 

the , wb re t ey c atcb t l em. 

But on n d not ve or t e 

can o one, b him ·elf. One ie not 

o ficial guide in Ru ia. 

ied u on, t le t not to h1a 

knowin, ·nd if o - hi y op n d hi open d kno wha, 

to lo for, if o. e is trained ouserv r. o e c l rn a O e: t d al. 

One visit shops, f ct Jriea, collect ·ve t-~11•- . On eeea the c 1d1t1on 

un r which th Ru ai or. -r w r • t F Y• On inquir a of the ma 

e. t • bout w· es. e Yie1\e th torea~ One ae a how well sto ed 

t ey re or ow po rly toc.K d th 7 •• t ric • of m re hand 1 e • 

e 

t 

e ul t. e Yis ts th • inder rten. ac oola, nura riea, lqgroun • 

and ae a bow 11 r tr in d, db acqu ri • of the text-b • 
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and by ettin so one to h l p you red the on gets n id a of w \ 

is ~•1 , t :ught. e v1 ita clinics, o nitala d h alth institution. 

rest s t ria ~ on t an i d a of the hPal\h of the pe le. One oes 

to the tres, ovi •• opera, 

Perhapa t l ia 1a o of the 

a f recre ti on. One alka the treets. 

, way t 1 nin t first band bout 

the l ife of t e people, ho they dre •• th ap arance of th b ·ildi ' 
whether tl ey re dilapi t · t d and dee ed, whether new buil 1 • bei 

conatru.ct d. On visits few ho o peopl don finda out how 

people l i Y. d, it 101 J 1th 11 thi1 f rst hand infor tion. one 

is fr te nough to ce on few peopl . i ther Rus ian or 

orei o have l ived iDRu s1 for lo \ d who wil t 

one c et a fir ide of • , ie o~ on i • 

The las t time I s n t SoYie, Uni • 1927, t e ~ive Y 

Plun d not • y t b en launch d. The Sov1 t Union d not yet e o rked 

upon it t orough-g i pro am of col l ectivizi • f · • nd ot 11 ui ti 

the ul cl s . ~or d t h ov r ~ nt final ly ao doned the em1-

ca.p! tali tic r gi1 e, nor bad e 0 0v r , under\ .. n r carried 

thr those colos al ind tri 1 enter explille1on pro 

whi c· v ai c t en place. e m1 to or ir n \e 1 

plant. one of the large t n tile orld, c·pable of producing two and 

f million t ns ot st el 1ually, and r t that of pig _ iron, 

t b en built. or d the hu Dnl pro troi dro- 1 ctric o er 

pl t, th lar et electric 1 p wer producln pl I i n the orld. be n 

1. 'lhe l rg h ~ machine buildin plant t SV rdloYak had not 

7 I been built. '!he ea\ tractor t ct rlea t St lin rd d 1h rkoY 

had not y t b en b ilt, nor the utomoblle work• t Gork;y, nor \be large 



• 

gricultur ci 1 ryw rka t o t v-o -th don. nor t e tnousand of 

other large d 

prise, nor it 

been const cted. 

11 indu tri 1. electric, , chemical and mining ent r-

11 cing u th llic with \he · ite Sa 

In e , ehort y ar, th et in e d c e to be. In 1935, 

th Sovi t un·on • • lf in the a cod i e Ye lan. So th t 1\ 

• a quite v1d ton all ids _or av sit r to see t , t Ru. ia waa 

makin hu proJre~ . Gi t trlde re de, par ticularly in 

the h vy in.du triea, int e r ductlJn o n inin • in ~e 

output of at el. i r n, oil, gold in il i • There bee .. no 

l ckeni 

countr 

n th t o of \his velous i du trial tion, int is 

on the hich • a t e l t iudu trialis ~ 1. ars 

continent of ope. 

I tr ·:iendously i r ., ed l t t oundl s energy manif . ted 

on all s1 a, this · 

to amb i tious. Jo pl 

ing pi eerin z l of tn Russi a. lo pl 

is t o di ficu.lt. h non recalls psycholo , 

the temp rQl u ~-~t. the slo a, the i dif r cea. tue o d of reai · tin 

associ . ted wi\h the Ru iana , one realizes tn.at th .volution baa performed 

in th ' opl of 140 11lion sovi t. 

Th re baa alao b· n coneid r ble incre •• in the 1 gh\ indu tries, 

in th co11U0 r 'g a. It i n taa rut aa n t h vy 1ndustr1 s. 

Th uro r · fr 1ndu trializ1 Russia al o \he fear of ar i p1r d 

th 1~ader of Russia to 1 the et t e ia on he vy indu tries, 

Up D 1 Russia elf-au.fficient a,! e the production of ci in T7 

is cone rued. The con1WD r \ o u.tfer. Tbe peopl suffered mahT 

depri-. tio d e still sutferi deprivations tod • 'Jo d 1• not ye\ 
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ple tifu.1 in th Sovi t n1 n. t t 1 f 1 1a o the di 

klnu. 11 bred cars lvve u en andoned, th r 1 ot a suffici ency. 

Th v,,ra; .1 of th ian e n 1st• of 1 c bre· 1 , oup. Oc ionally 

thy t :~r c.rri d one · n two k ey P t ound f , , but 

that i rare < l 1caey. The cbthing y 1 aee ueo. 1 in the t _ t r 

and in t • rks r • r y s b y. of' th are threadb' re. Clothi • 

is e i n ive in ia. 

d the h uain. co it ons till v r ·- v rT b d. Th r r: re 

not eno h s or t h p ople The gov mi .nt is do1 ita utmoat to 

ild h d y t t h c~ t crowding into the 1 rge c l ti s wnich 

is t i since th ~•o ut1 baa m e hou.si difficult pr 1 

d t e tre , nd~s .. ual iner se o th o ulation which i 

almost to 1111on, ea the boua Te-q pre ein d ev re 

on. Th norm ili • t live ·n ai er m. 

Int vil l ea, the rur ctiona.with the xce tion of 

ov r nt bu1ld1 a t bl •• many of them Tery fin and 

ci nt fie. uilt f r coll etiTea -- 1 th vil l a do t • farma, 

pea ante liv to ctly a 1 t e •oft e Czar. It • 111 t e 

n r tion to rebuild rur l Ru 1a. 

But yo do a all bout y u evid nee of buildin and natructi n. 

!he ov r nt • not r ai d its lf to condition ot tiafac\1 • 

osco• is e J ~in h \ we c uld 11 buildi b Th1 1
• eerni- 1 tic 

cit7 is tr a o ed. I saw the plans f or oac •forte n x\ ten 

y r. If rr1 d \hr U&h, o cow will be one of \h mo\ modern oe utiful 

citi~• 1n t world. nt houa • • n w 
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hotels, new office bu ildi~• rin&in up. • tr ets and boule rd• e 

ei laid out. You •t help e in it bee use t y don't give you a 

chance to mi . it. ne subwa¥, one o the show pl cea of :. oscow, i to 

\he mind o the practic l American, needle aw- ste of money. It ia 

a gorg ou1 subw~ b ilt ou.t of r le, electrical tixtur a, ete .. on 

a amaller cal than the Gr 1 d C tr 1 of ew York. It.is b\l lt, ot 

cours , t the xr> nsive rice of propg,r~w..... to ho w· ,. t the new r gime 

• • ac iev d. to the glory of St 11n who • etu.tu.e adorns the ntrance. 

Th se diet \ors do 1 veto adv rti e. ry tr et corner ha.a a tigu.re 

of t 11n in tone or a p i tin of t .... lin in a bun .red different pas. 

1 \J y rs o it•- rl seia. waa Karl ~ rx and 

Lenin. Then it w I,enin. 'lh n it a L nl t lin. ow it ia 

St in. 

"Orincit> 

th ir hom 

nin 1s abadow int e b c r d. 

.v· dencea of ne lect a d cq_ are t a 

treeta o L ningr d, too. H re you see peopl 

.1 vin th m fr sh coat• of a 1nt. 

rin in the 

r enov· ti 

• ch • b, n s id writ ten abou.i due· t1on in Ru ia 

d the health work. I wil th ref'ore not dwe ll lon • upon that. 

The ("ovi t -• .... --·- s done r r r #' u le piece of woN in Bu 1 • Dur 

the they built cho )1 for cnil en .. d :ul \• a, ca.ble 

pace. Th . r 1t1 • of t Sov t Unio e crowd to ov rfiowing. 

llu ~ 1a i encing d tho t nin 4 ple, o teCDDicians, of 

engineers, r rt • of , ical _ o 1 . and t e you.th ot Ru sia no e 

th promi ce of imor v1 th ir c try by goin. into the e h h r cl· e , 

ar now er wdin int the univ raitie1. An int ti change baa t · ea 
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place 1n the Russian people tow· rd the int llig nt1 a. Durin the 

,v lution, t intell ct · cla •• w re suapiciou.s people. ry 

profe io . n, xpert, engineer, as wat ed by the r preeeni tive 

.:.rt. 11 : i:.r es o t s · n R volution wer tne ,or~ • • i 

or un&:! illed. Th worker c...S the o ho W.':1. 8 uJ.lt as hero. 1h·t 

w in r V r y ubtl~. run about of 

expert trainiu is a1n bi~ pushed· to the pos1. tion o ol ci 

o i ort · c in the Soviet Ucion ot r t of 

the rl. 

hil the CJnd t ~ons of l vi re ti l v r aev re inRus i, 

the o orta of 11 ~ ve .. gov r nt doi ,. • 

r er!! tion of , pem l t rt iw en~. 

tn. i_ e uc t.i. on ahd for en ire.: s nt, just 

he ltn ur t ct • hr are rk or r ~ t • • c lt e all over 

Rus ·i . J:tinis u em ,s 

and cl :fun. 

cent rs o hi class apor\. 

re I.Lr no co L ercial • ze e t 1.~rt • • in Ru •·i • 

to t lo t t o p o_ l , d ! • # t r , t ere i no 

th- r e a vul c;, .Jity. I erally ap ukin , Ru a 1 citiea a ·e mor lly 

the cl et 1tie in the orld. re i n c1aliz a. vice 

in Ru .. 1 1d is no~ • 1uuut d in 1 r · t.ure, in i \, 
. re 

' 
on 

t e: · t or in th OYie it l t l , st r1 orld. l48 Bu 

th ·t r ra id b ,~l \ ur 0 t,ll tin . rld an • op l , !) :,;) 

rod t s e th tt r ~ -

Ru.Jsi .. aeuu ~ 1 tJ 0 t , 
0 e 

orld r uei con rved b • olsn vi' r g1 • The 

Y ey anxious t cquain\ p opl 1th art t:re· ur •• V ry ot 

the e )TOU ••• e ' oupa of people, y C d old, bei , takea 
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f. 

.., e 

h .t :..f . ... r 

r : cn _ 

l..,s ~n t 

liv _ i 

~ i')U-

th s~ 

t 

i , th 

lied 

1, r i s b t in 

lsh V 

~ en th 

,_1 e I 

1n0 t o t 

wn L.. int1 

o th 

d or.c:: 

try . o 

of 

object 

.rt l cul · ly , 

l !t e ctly 

volu t i n br . , the .. shown ow 

r en L v d bj cts. 

rt - " 1 ti . , cu1 t t11 r V 1 ti • 

T1 !" i ly 

bl ~ .. \, u.r: --= C • 

i i.l,r t 

th i.\ti.C ine t -
11 e . .re b 

1 t r f 

into a old Th . 

rld t 

th •· r i ci_ 1 th t 

1houl 

the 

t. 

a i 1. f 1 t i it 1 yl t. 

ort. chi 1 i .aliz--d 

of th e le. Tbr gh 

t ro 1 A h er ti 1n of lt hich 

1 t e s, th of th re ' lizati n of 

t t ~ ntr ce t l ·zr e 1 ry ! 8 V lm 

11 

th 1 dle in her hand ourin~ lt n t 1 

brou t • m: 

1 

nto n .. tria er a t d 

1 to man, there ore ehe 

th~t ymi find• en doing 

ic l labor • a\ el-• l'K r, 

min r. r r. e t~rn r, h n h a e that, 1s aJt wha\ 

shocked · tit cause in our cone \ion, \he equality f and woma.A 

do• not nee• 1aril7 me th t • at d \.be ad ot wor a• 



but in d in lfOr of 1 1 ort ce. In t , I think that. 

a 1a i1 

without 

tor"? lize t WO t do th t kind o w rk 

sic ly • 

. ltginn, o mi ... ed r el :gion, is dP-finitely on t d clin in 

·si. The ov ~r nrAnt i ho t i le to it. Chil ren e u~ ted 

y . te tic ly int schools, ·n theistic in ti-r ligloua 

ent m t. I o cow d Lenillc'Tad I • • o! church a which have 

be !l conv rled. i nto ti-r 1 1 s rJUa u'l'ls. In L•nl -;r ' d, I • 

t.l e St. I cs r. thedr l which ha.a b e converted. Strangely enOU&h, 

theoe muoeun ~re not uite a cro ded •It u t th~y ou1 oe. 

_ eligi ous orshi.. ia not prohib .. t d in go es • 

t c . i o.., rel· :ioion, t , rel ~ ious education of th outh of Rua 1a, 

t s prohibit d. To i ~entify on •s c lf .t th ~ churc 1~ to definitely" 

, die oneself ec no 1cu.1ly. To be i dent .l f d w1 th the chu.rc 1 is not 

v r a letter of ree nd · t 1on in Ru 1 tot~- Tever le•• ome 

churche • r e op n. The e are ... ai thtul en d wo n ho attend them. 
Ul .. cha G .rshena. 

I rec 11 ue . 1 Uoscow, I nt t ) the Greek C· th~lic church/ 1, 

a l te ft rnoon, duri1 th . t 111 , hour. Th r 0 r about t1t,7 

p opl rs nt, mo tly wo n 1 k rchi fa, ew ol n n three or 

four c 11 r n. Th muaic ab ·utifu.l a is e 1 mu ic o the 

Greek Catholic Church. Th- orahip re ae ed. v~ry evout. It•• 

V ry ovin d 1mpre ive re 1p nd it broucht \o mi d b: t mu. ' 

have t he or 1 of th nee tore of thee p opl • 

I Yi it d eyna gu • in cow L ni ad. The7, too, are 

a\t d d lar ly b7 mid le- d and elderly p ople. I waa \old that 
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durin t n 11 t ·1ey ar v 0 ry well fi ll d. But t re is 10 ~ ctive 

r 1 6 ious 11 e " on the J wish y uth n R sia. Th··r is no or iz d 

Jewi li • en rally sp in, a.S ·ve it int 1 c try , a is 

own in the r s t of th t 0 rn orld. ThA idea of ,rou s, rot rh >ods , 

si t -rh d, Jewi h .hil thropic or izations are lto5 tner unkn wn in 

Ru · 1 • Zioni m i outl· w d. Zi ni ts ... r ent to S1ber1 • 

Th r is, ho 0 v r, i. up a certa in Yi di h culture in t 10s 

p t :>f Ru. i r th re are Jews · n lurge :umbers s, fore · le, in 

Biro 1 'J• . 'rl r t e Je s , ve tl ir wn schools, t . ir wn 1 :u.i. •• 

tn 1r o newspapers, t 1 .. ~· r n culture. 

In . o cow, h ; ev r, h .re tn r are one 1 tr 1 lion Je a, you c ot find 

tr ce of or iz d J wir-h l fe. But tr. r i ti-Se lti m n Ru ia. 

Anti-S itism is re ded s c unter-revolutio ry. The Je a enjoy in the 

Soviet Union bsolu e uality with 11 oth r • tiorulity r p. Tn r 1 

no di crimim t ion. It i t1e only c untr in the orld that i free from 

anti- e itism. It is t.e only country in th orld re the overnment ~ a 

de· con 1 tent effort to eradic te ·nti-Semitism or to educ te its oule 

out of its cour e of intol ranee. 

And, n one is in Ru i and when on tHi1 ·s of t 1 , oi on 

not f·r • ~. in Hitl r•a ny, wh r r rom atte .. ti 

to erad ·t ' ti-S itiem, is wit its v· st c in ry of . r P da 

out to on t ne minds of c .. 11 ·ren. ' h non . thi of t a in 

Russi 1918, OllP. C •t h lp but e r oun 1. "r tef, 1 as ev ry 

civlliz d n c · •t hut elp t el t 1'u.l for th1 suore. e chiev nt 

of c·viliz tion lch the olshev ov rn nt 1s • 
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Thar re very f • vestige~ of co i m l .ft in the S viet UI 1011. 

Th e h:.;\ fJ o te c .... 1t lis it 

ich i s st ·dily entre chi it lf o po er u.nd 

p rivile • 

strur le 

d 1 icn will not bdic· ... te il the s to com ithout t rr fie 

r si!t.L.nce. Cli s is d finitely devel pi in this cl· ·· lea 

sci t . Gr elation 1s defi it. 

b n st 1 sh d thro out th S vi , t U ion d •. n econo ic ~ r,_rc' iy 

is ev lopin . t t .. P top 1 s th 

lit· y of icialdom. Delo• t e 

fici ldom, 

e t .~ prof 

a inistr tiv d 

s, the 

e ert - t c iciax a. e 1neers, nuger. Belo them re th sKilled 

work rs . t t1e bot tom where tuey us ally are, are the unsKilled 1orkers 

d p e· ts. The income of thee cl sse lf er. T t • t t 

difference in th t ,. d of living s d v loped. Th e w o ... rn mor 

mo ey c· live in bett r uart r s, pt bett r f >d. Th se re t e ,. rka 

hich a l s di tin ish one cl ss from anther. 

You und rt d, . _ri .nds , t t this pro e~s h; got to 

p iti no 

the 1 1 p 

p· ra.11 1 tot t in th st r rld. Th r . r not 

s . 1 l leys t -t you fl d i c i t 11• tic c ntr1es . 

Not t • 11. Nev rthel • the trend is clQarly • nd a e. ingly inevit ble. 

Priv t prop rty i s ~llo ed. Only pr1v .t ca it· 1 is pr ohibit d. 

Savin s r a curd. n u ep it m y i t Ru s c. b tit 

111 oe s cur e. over 

• t int r Ps t t o buy ov r 

eople in Ru 

is e cauragln people t l~.d money 

t bo ds i ich briz se lf p 1·cent. 

re aed me ei1 by f· more opeful than 

in 1917. Thy ar~ co 1 nt of succe . T}ey felt t t e e oving 

t the orw d d finit ly, 

b nifit of 1. 

b • t t ev ry ~v f rw d will 
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They ar a raid of o.ly on thinu d ti · tis r. They fe, r 

w - Japan ·n the P- st and r int e est. That hangs lik • pall 

over their liber=tions, ro m oft l~· ders of Rusi and oyer 

tne ell. They mo tru t aoon . r or l t r the c p· t : i ta in t e 

est rn world will ally, t · t Jap w 11 n t llow Ru sia t become succe s-

ful. Th~ will not allow oci iet r ~i 

T ey wi l l att t to eetroy it by · r. 

seer to it. 

ucce ful. 

d of cour e, Hitl r s • -e no 

Sot · t Ru ia i pr ep rin · for th~ d of D cision. The Sovi t 

Union to • l •. t· e 1 t ndin ,a • in t e world. Ov r 900,000 

are · rmed. It • s uilt up o e o ti l ' r t . ilit:.1r v or iz·tion in 

the orld. It i a p ity. It i 

nhilosop oz of pe ce as r s 

cerned, t t this .... tion l com_. ell d b re 

tl t ti ueopl whose 

oth r people is con-

e rcurn t.:...nces to do h· ... t 

ev _ry c pit l st c untry i forced to d today - llit r i ze it elf uu t 

t 11 t. 

I br u t ith e out of Ru ia no f l 1 co clusio. Should y u 

ask . e t ) au . rize impre aions of Rus 1 • I ou.l ve the er test 

difficult. y C ot aur rize ting w ic re C ) tinually i n flux. 

I rouvit l')Ut w th a C)nfirmed mpressi n a s t e C )UO:nic 

d velopr::i t Ru sia • concerned. Ru ia is , 1n0 of it, 

emphatic · lly. T y ,_ -m t be o th 

production fr uae id not for profit. T 

to solvi1 the proble ot 

ur 1vi TC olv - that 

is, t u e o t chine - t P 1 g t, fr at pl . Th priv:;.t -oro it 

m tit is t llo d to intert re nd.ar. er t e ot op r tiona of 

the chine. 

U lilce t we e forced to do in our count • t y r det rmine4 
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to ive the chin to of producti )n d t ey r e lo. i 

ev ry 

to my id. 

to eonomic 

h s b n t 1 

.i.d ln Russia. They nave ot 1olved t cot of production, 

y • e defin tely , er · ic d .. o t of all, • • • ·- free o . , 

ctivity. Dictc tr ip, _ 

rice p J. • d i t rJ.c to • .an 1 r O r ed es e tiul.Jy 

l e roduct 10 and tn iron di c1pline· nlch n:ru.at 

prev·il 1 - ri ,idl controll deco ic or 

th s cial 1 ·r ., tn int llect · l lie, tle 

iz tion i crrried ov r 1 to 

irit 1 l fe . 

c dit ·on 1 p r et or 1-

ive ::, to re society. h th r diet tors 1p c li u te 

itself, heth r t:t lus 1 t H~ m· n e , h th r t 

ins which accrue will o fs t t t ct 1 d 

. a.tio l 

ltural 

loeses, wnet rt t r1:1 ins ill ue ti 1 u ro h c d --

in ot er orda, " t r the opl 1 Ru · -ia i ya t o il.l be 

r ch 

I 

han ier in t ' 

c untr1e -- only t 

~ It is t 

f· 1lure. It 

prol t·ri ti t 

wc,rld. Ho we t o 

t n 

futur c 

t cl 

tl rd ti n c· _ • t l • tic 

t 11. 

t Sovie t e t ith r ccess or 

t t revolutio ·-r,1 dlct, t a ip of th 

t C to o them e o the 

e C t t 1 higheat conception 

of >.uman d.esti 7 Ru ai.a is tte ti it in o thro ogic· , 

consist nt, t co i t tly .tollo ed, r · orou ly ro cuted thod. 

Am ric ot r countri of th t r orld r- tryin t o olv t A. • 0 lf-
a C • i ten\ 
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ly in erprrted as a azi attempt to 
<:ensor th~ British pres . 

Churchill's article was entitled 
"Tu, Truth About Hitler." Ref 1T· 

ing in it to the J ews of Germany, 
he writes that "a community num­
bered by the hundreds of thou and 
has been declared a foul and odi-
ous race." 

"The twentieth centu ry," he con-I 
tinu s, "witnessed with surprise 
not mer ly the promulgation of , 
these ferocious doctrines but their I 
enforcement with brutal vigor by 
the Government. Past services, I 
proved patriotism, even the wounds 

ustained in war do not procure ' 
immunity for p rsons whose only 
crime is that their parents brought 
them into the world. Every kind 
Of persecution, grave Or p tty, Ul)Ol1 I 

world - famous scientists, writers ' 
and composers, at the top, to I 
wretehed little Jewish children in I 

the na. ion's schools, was practiced, 1 

was µ-lorified and still is being prac- \ 
ticed and glori fled." 

Ch 1rchill xpr sses astvnishment 
that German people did not r sent I 

the "horl"ible bloodbath" of June 
30 la. yf'ar, but even e11<lorsf'd and 
acclaimed its author with hono1·R 
as though he were a god. 
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