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so~ .AB IO S 01'' OUR D;..Y 

Some of the besetting social and political n resi s of tne modern world. 
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t 
The Temple 

On 
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y Friends, wnen the deep waters are roiled, mud comes to 

the surfa ce. The deepest waters of our intellectual and spiritual 

lives during the last two decades have been roiled so that there is 

today much mud and slime in our thinking and in our deeds. I venture 

to sa:y that no generation of men b£.s ever had its nerves wracked quite 

as much as in our generation, or its mental lif e assau.1 ted qi ite as 

violently and as continuously as ours. 

We speaic of change. Caange is always unsettlin6 in social 

life . .And._ the changes to which our generation uas been subjected 

in the 1 .:-) st twenty years - years resembling more eartnquakes, volcanic 

erruptions, because of tneir number and frequency and violence, have left 

us in a sense dazed. 

We hu.ve been forced to go so swiftly from great pr-ak:s of 

emotion and exaltation to the deepest depressions, from high hopes to 

great despair. Just tt1ink for a moment what nas happened in previous 

years tnrougn which e lived: Tne bloodiest war in the annals of 

mankind; a radical reshuf fling of tne wnole map of Europe - of the 

world for tnat matter; a communist revolution wnicn engulfed one-sixth 

of the earth; a catastrophic breakdown of democra tic governments in 

ualf of the world after a world war which presumably made the world 

safe for democracy; an economic depression swept all over the world 

whose magnitude and severity remain unparalleled in the history of 

mankind. A great many individuals try to or6anize mankind for peace. 

to defend tne world a ~ainst war - v,orld courts, tne League of ations, 

the out la ry of war measures - resulting in the m t desperE.te for 

war nown to mankind. 
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All these major disturoances plus a grea t number of lesser 

disturoances played like incessant gunt ire upon the minds and h P.arts 

of men over a period of years and have given us the world we h~ve -

a world more or less hysterical, tense, restless, full of depression 

and particularly full of aberrations at all times. 

Sooner or later, of course, mankind will rediscover its 

mental poise and its emotional oalance. At least that is tne nope of all 

of us who iave not lost our faith in mankind. But this rediscovery of 

balance and poise, of intellectual stability will not come about 

automatically as some people think, as a matter of course. That is not 

the way things happen in tne world. It will come about only with 

patient labor and leadership wnich those people of the world who have 

not lost tnemselves in mental and emotional confusion, wno can still 

think with a minimum of bias and feel with a maximwn of restraint. 

I want to point out this morning a few of tne aberrations 

whicn afflict our world today. In the first place there are certain 

basic values in the world which ap_ly at all times in any civilization 

regardless of tne particular political economic or social complexion 

of tnat decade. There are constant values in our social life just as 

there are constant values in the c.hl.racter of an individual which were 

present , .. nd which will retain their identical worth in the eyes of 

mankind thousands of years hence - honesty, courage, loyalty, integrity, 

social-mindedness. These worths were iraportWlt to individuals five 

thousand years ago but they will be indispensable one nundred thousand 

years hence. T.ney don 1t change in civilization as a wnole. Certain 
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valu6s n1c.a. r 1nd1.spensable in ti1e Ola.e DE.ys and icn must remain 

suprem in our future civilization rec.,)ardle ss of t1.e orms of those 

civilizatio s, re~ardle .s of t.ue particular snape whicn tne future , ey 

decree for civilization. 

The sad est evia. nee of our co1 fusion toda· is tilu t oPople 

seem to e lost sight of tnese classic valu0 s ~nd nave turned away to 

worsr ip certain condi tions - to orsnip ataltars lon6 ago desecruted and 

discarded by mankind. 

Let ·ne point out tne first aberration of our day. One of the £,t 
imm r.iorial enterprises of tne hu • spirit has alw&ys been tne quest 

1or trut _t..Q.e_..e,e~~~~~:'e"Plli:e~ .an na.s ::: roped for .lCnowledge 

since t e oe5 inning of his reflective life ~u.....i;;;.,...-..w!ffMiJ .. ..w.iL.-il~~l:'@,lf..s, 

in tne face of terrific oosta les outside f 11i self and within him~elf. 

an nas succeeded only meag rly in tnis ques t of trut 1, not enou n to 

make 1 im ise, but enou6il to encourage i m 1 his ques t. 

This ques t for trut, t t uns ac~led, unbia ~ed, 

fearless, t1 at has been man's most magnificent advent1..u-e, his cross to 

be sure, man's i c1:iortality. One of tne most preciou. legacies of 

the great Renaissance to tne moder world na s oeen tnis VPry thing -

tne snirit of free i quiry, tne ri " t of tne human intellect to move 

for .ard into undiscovered worlds of' tnoug t. In other words, the 

autonomy of t1.1.e human intellect. 

One of the e~ t aberrc..t ions of our day • s been tna. t t 1 is 

quest for truth is abain being made subservie t tote pol tical 

interest of the State . . an i no longer free to see~ truth. Truth 

is a in being shac41 d, harnessed, to serve t e narticular interest 
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of tne party in power. 

In t1ose absolutist States w i ci are spreadin ~ all over the 

world.were one party a lone is i n control ana dominates t ne lives 

oft e people, people are not free tot ink. Al l tLou61 t is regi mented. 

Every sc.uolar wno makes contriuutions iIJ. t.ue fields of soci~l sci ce, 

or piysical science, wnose findings devi~ te from t e presented views 

of t e government, t • t man makes himself liable to tne conceutra t i on 

ccJD.p. Every thinker. every writer beco~es a sta te functionary. 

Every journalist becom0 s a venicle of st.ate propaganda. You truce 

enuc~tion - wnicn e always looked upon as m ing people seek truth, 

enlig· teru ent - educatio in these di~torial lands of wu • c.i:l. I am 

speaking. is no loner educa tion. It is pure i octri~ation. The 

cnilnren are trained to accept and obey. n hese countri s an 

effort is oeing mace t o r ewri te t he wlole accumulated knowledge 

of mankind in terms whicn will conf orm to t .1.e political a nd economic 

prejudices of tne party 1n power. 

For eAample. in Russia, people ~nt a communist or pro

letarian mat ematics and n Germany the peool -=- want a azi Anthronology. 

Tne azis pride t1 emselves that t.1 ey ave 11 na tionalizedu trutn, t ' t 

is to say, propagandized truth. The Nazis mai tain tnat a man should 

t i wit is bl0od. You .l:OlOW -. ·nat kind of t .. ing t ut leads to 

when you start to t1ink with your blood instead of witi your brain. 

In our own country. too, very often attempts are made to 

harness truth to tne cnariot of power and privilege. Some times we 

try to muzzle our educators a1d teach rs. T r are many organized 
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groups in tne United States wio would like to erect emotional barriers 

in tn.e minds of tne rising generation din tLe minds of our adults 

a6ainst ideas wnich tot em seeCT unortlodox and revolutionary, for

eetting t • t t e radical ideas of today are frequently tne ultra

conservative ideas of tomorrow. Tni:l,.t is one of the aberrations of 
a 

our day { legacy of tne orld ', ar. 

One of tie curses of our day is tnat we have too much 

propaganda and too little of education. I used to think tnat ignorance 

was tne deadliest foe of progre ss . But tnat is no lon ·er the case. The 

deadliest foe of human progress is propa6anda, -tae cunning and s~illful 

large scale dissemination of alsehood or llalf-truth. Propacanda tod y 

is ::ar deadlier because it h.:..s perfected t e act of befuddlinb t e human 

mind, of undermining r :un an r a son cal cu.late to ma.Ke tue worst appear 

the better reason. And it does it tnrough an ela orate apparatus w11ich 

disseminates tnrougi tn.e radio, newspaper, platforms, nalf-truths, slo6ans, 

eaten-words, ap0eals to tue most primitive emotions of nu11an oeinus. It 

does it by repeating tne lies so often and forcible t t ueople come 

to believe tnem as tru.tns. 

Mr. Hitler, in his book II ein Kampf", wrote tj,at 11 the generating 

power of great cnange is not so mu.en i si t ashy teria. 11 In other 

words, if you want to brig about cnange in tue political life of a 

nation or in the econ'.')mic structure of a nation, don't do it by way 

of tuiUK:ing and reason. Persuade peoplel Incite tnemJ Drive tnem by · 

passioned apneals to a pitc of hysteria. Tnen you will accomplish w.n t 

you are after. 

The Nazis in Germany, the Fascists iu Italy, establis ed t emselves 
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in power tnrough such devices as tnis technique of propaganda. Tnis 

is t e kind of propaganda that is attacking every citadel in all parts 

o:f t e world. I don•t know wna t we can do aoout it. But certainly 

I would introduce a systematic course in our sciools of instruction 

where our young people wi~l be taug t to detect propa6anda. or how to 

distinguisn between ·ttili-1. t is fact ...,·md nat is propaganda. Have you 

any idea how muc 1 propaganda comes to your deIDt tarougr.1. t .e mail every 

lleek'? Tnere isn It a great iudustrial organization in tnis country, 

t ere isn't a group, tnere isn't a political organization that hasn't 

a hig!ly paid prop8 ganda macuine, tne purpose of w.hic is not to provi e 

you with facts out to sell you some g1ods. In tJ..e political stru6 gle of 

our day - in tne economic st gle of our , this propaganda is nelping 

to confuse t et ink:in oft e orld, to er te endless aoerration. 

You Know now mucn we Jews nave suffered from tis propaganda in tne 

last few decades. 

I unt to pass on to anotner aberration of our aay - tne 

aberration of sanctified ru.thle ssness and exalted orutali ty. In our 

dey violence and terror ave been exalted to tne level of principles 

almost to tue noint of sacrificing t e huma .... People used to be 

ashamed of violence and te ror and ir1tality and force in a political 
of 

struggle. Tonay, every devotee, , eith r Rigit or Left, simply gloats 

over such party phrases as II crusning the enemy" , 11 tne iron f i t 11 , "the 

bloody extermination of our e emies", 11 pre in511 , "liquidatin611 , 

11 anni ilati u • A wnole verbal saoism s crept into our politic~l 

world. Tyrants int e past selaom resorted to t1is sadism o1 mind 

and spec event ou t ey very frequently resorted to pnysical 
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brutality. Toaay this desire to iurt, to ue6rade, to lumiliate 

ti tis ueing built up into a mystic cult, and t e basic uu an decencies 

nave not 01ly b ~en ignored out aespised. A political op onent today 

is no longer a political opponent but vennin to oe trampled upon under 

foot. Even wars o.s o parallelism to tais sadism, tnis en lish 

vinaictiveness which Ch=racterizes tne politico-economic struggles of 

our day. 

Mussolini, not so long ago, decl ed tnat ne does not elieve 

in tne sanctity of human life. He was putting 1t mildly. The sanctity 

of numan life has been cheapened and t.c1ey have lowered HUH1an dignity 

in Italy. 

'l'! e bloody purge of .r4r. Hitler a ye' r ago w.c1en .u.e ordered 

the assassination of 1.undreds of i • s own fol owers, not to so ea.K of 

his enemies, coldly or ered t em to be butcnered. This is as· le 

of w1at I mean by sanctified rutalit. ·1en Goebuels recently ordered 

tnc.. t tne names oft ose Jews wno died on er battlefields f or 

Germaey be struck from tne a r memorials - tnat is a Kind of, ~a1mess, 

vindict1vene ~s, of S=dism hich I .nave i mina.. 

A party , ' n is Killed in Lenningrad - Kiroff - a d i .runediately 

ilunct.reds of people in no wey co ected it tne assassination are ordered 

to death and t11ousand.s more were exiled in oruer to f ri ten tle 

people anCi to establish themselves mor !° irmly. 

yin our own country, if . ou brand a man a communist, in 

tne eyes of many patriots he cea, es to be a hu.n n being entitled to 

his elementary numan ri • ts. He oecomes an ene , an individual to 

be stamped out. 
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In a sense, all t1is temper or distemper wnicu has invaded 

our world is due to t1 e doctrinnaire quality of t1 e proe:;rams of t e 

parties involved in t.t1e politico-economic struggles of our day. Eac.t1 

party is co1v1nced t.uat it .nas tie a solute, ~ne final, t e only 

scheme of national salvation. The opposition parties are tnerefore 

dangerous enemies of tne nation - tra tors. Tne highPst moral 

consideratiom, t eref ore, demand t 11eir a 1i1 ilation , d tnis e d 

justifies every means. Tnis na.s been tne traditional attitude of all 

t ose wno oel1eved t emselves in possession of aos '.) lute trutu. 

low t.Lie lioeral is not a dOE]Ilatist a a. ever is a aoctrin-

naire. He is as much concerned w_tn mans as i th ends. Tnerefore 

1e 1s not inclined to l'Ila.Ae ends justify means. Tue liberal is a s much 

concerned witn means a in acnieving t1e ends t~ems elves. Tnis is on 

or tlleclass ic aberrations of our dey. It is a sac. tning about ends. 

T11ey are seldom r -acaed. The most glorious, great, mes s ianic ends 

are seldom if ever attained. Cruelty and oarbarism are n ver saort cuts to 

Kin dom Come. You succeed in brutalizing tae p sent f or a distant 

future wnic mignt never come to oe. Tn~t is a terribl auerr~ticn 

of our day, my f riends. 

And t · en, t oo, t ere is tne aberration of ·t o lism. And 

nPre Is ould like to note tLe differezce between nationality and 

nationalism. Tney are t o d fferent t11i s. Bertrand Ruc:-sell deftly 

efines tne two: "The advocates of n~tionality say tna.t •every country 

mu.st be free to acnieve its legitim.:..te ambit ~ons. 1 Tne advocates of 

nationalism say• country must be fr e to ~c ieve its ambition~. 
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tionality rn~tns self deter:ninati~n, tne 

rig1t of every people to control t e1r own political destiny free from 

foreign domination. n:....t is as old as .. ~ • ind. That is w11olesome. Tn2.t 

is canmen able. But nationalism - t:na.t is a different ting entirely. 

ationalism is quite a recPnt development, a product by and large oft e 

19t Century. It came into t e world in France followinr; t e }"'rench 

Rev J l ut ion. I erma.ny it came wit.r tae apoleonic ar. In Italy, with 

Uazzini and tie str116gle for unification. L1 tnis ·j tlonalism, t 1iis 

abstract conception of national destiny, tnere ha s always been a 

romantic, mystic element w ich was oft times corrupted into cnauvenism, 

imperi.alism a.nd dangerous belligerency. All national destiny and tional 

mission were pious phrases coined by ti aggre sive and militant nationalism 

to cloa.c expansionist ambitions ·nd economic pi_acy. This nationalism 

and its ri~ual patriotism has become man's ot er religion in tne moaern world. 

l ow, my friends, there i a ind of uatriotism that is as wnolesome 

and natural as tne love of one's own nome. That kind of patriotism does not 

require artificial stimulation. But the patriotism which is rampant in the 

world today makes a m)c~ery oft is w olesome, instinctive love of cow try. 

Instead of te chin~ tne new generation those ideals which enkindled tne minds 

of great thinkers of tne 18tn d 19th centuries - tne idea of tne federation 

of mankind, of world unity, tue ideal of numani ty. As such, t is patriotism 

tac es tne youtn of tne world to think in terms f terror, urejudice. 

Never was the world so broken up anu disintegrated by this uper emp sis 

wnich is oeing laid on nat1ona1·sm as it is too.ny. 
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And in a country liKe Germany, of course, tnis a erration is 

still further aggravated by anotner aoerration - race. A man, 1n oruer 

to be a citizen, Imlst celong to t.ne racial sto~ of his countr . If y u 

are not of tneir race, you are an outctst . A few days a 5 o , tnere was an 

an ouncement int e paper that the Jews of Germany are no longer citizens. 

T ey ave been disfranchised uecause oft eir race. Now this trend, if 

continued in Europe, spells danger not only to t1e Jewish people, but for 

tne peace and progress of the whole of mankind. en you identify race 

with nation as tne azis na ·ie done, you are not merely eliminating a 

small Jewish oup. You are aimin to include in tnat race question all 

those other people 10 areracially allied but 10 are now allied to other 

nations. There are 35 milli~n Germans w o no live in Czhecnoslovakia, 

France, in t1e Ukraine. If t e azis mean that a tion must include 

all tnose who belong to the race, then war is t e only wey of achieving 

that end. If Germany means to include all those otner millions not 

living in Germaey, if the Uazis intend to include them, t.aen Europe 

is in for one of the bloodiest of world wars. e know what the race 

question in terms o_ t.ae negro nroblem meant to us in tie United States 

and wiiat it still means. Not even a bloody civil war could finally 
still 

solve it. That problem is/ one of most menacing aberrations of our day. 

So, I close, my friends, with this thou~ t - the enduri g values of 

r.:iankind are not to be found in these aberrations. Tne royal ni&').way along 

whicn civilization has ma.reed since the begi ing of time - sometimes 

haltingly, often oainfully, often deviating from the righway and losing 

itself int e b ays and underbrush, out al ays trying to find its way 

back to tne royal hignw - tnis civilization al ays ched t:0.e wa:y 
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of the free unt1ammelled quest for trutn - not tue way of uropaganda, tne way 

of the F-rnancipation of tne human intellect, not of indoctrination. It s been 

the way of revere ce for nu.--nan life, not of brutality ~nd savagery. The great 

nignway of .n'\ll civilization 's always been the lay of open-mindedness, tne 

wa:y of i.tellectual tolerance, not tne way of dogmatism, fanaticism, not the 

wa:y of ends justifying means but tne way of international coop 0 r a tion, racial 

d religious toler~tion, of integra ting marucind instead of dividing the solio.a.rity 

of the human r ace. This is tne nly way, my friends. There is no otner way 

and thee is no otner goal. 
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ty Friends, wnen tne dee waters are roiled, mud comes to 

the surf~ce. Tne deepest waters of our i tellectual ad sp · ritual 

lives du.ring the last two decades have been roiled so tna.t tnere is 

today much mud anCJ.. sli:ne 1n our thiruting • d in our deeds. I venture 

to sey tat no generation of men ru-s ever had its nerves wracked quite 

as much as 1 our gener~t1on, or its. e tal lii e a ssaulted 

violently an • s co tinuously as ours. 

ite as 

e speal~ of cnange. Cian~e is alw s settlin0 in social 

life. Anci .... t.ne c.u.anges to wilich our generation lJ.t,;l.s been subjected 

in the l ,. st twenty Y-ars - years resembli g more 0 artnqu~ es, vole ic 

erruptions, because of tneir :umoer ana fr quency and viole.ce, u left 

us 1n a sense dazed. 

e rn . ..:..ve been f reed t~ go so s iftly from grea t p-aks of 

emotion d exaltation to the deepest depressions, from nign nopes to 

great desuair. Just ti i:ru<: for a !llOment W.L at nas nup-oe ed in previous 

years tnrougn which e lived: Tne bloodiest w· r int e annals of 

marucind; a radical resnu~fling 01 tne wnole map of Europe - of the 

world for tnat matter; a co ist revolution w.L11c.u engulfed one-sixtn 

of the eart.n; a cc.1.tastrop ic br • down of democr~ tic t:overnme1.a.ts in 

... _alf of t e orl after ... world ar hicn presumably made t e world 

safe for democracy; a econocic depres in swept all overt e orld 

whose magnitude and severit re ·i unparallele in tie hi tory of 

ma i a.. A great i!'IB. individuals tr to or6anize t ind for peac , 

to a. fend t orld ~ ai st · r - :orld courts, t e L a=u of tions, 

t e outla ry ot warm o.sures - r sult·ng int em t desp rLte for 

0 to marutind. 



-2-

11 tnese major distur ances Jlus a e~t nUt1ber of lesser 

dis tur ,.Jlce s plc:1. ed 1 i ~e inceE:sa t ~ !"ire u on t e minds a d nr-arts 

of men over a perioa of ye .. rs and nave given us the world we n u. Ve -

a worla more or less nysterlcal, tense, restless, full of depression 

and particularly full or aberrations at all time~. 

Sooner or later, of course, ma iL.d wi 1 red:s cover its 

mental noise and its emotional oala ce. At 1 ast tnat is tLe 1 ope of all 

of us wno .1iave not lost our fai tn in m in. But t1 is rediscovery of 

oula.uce and noise, o: intellectual stability will not come bout 

automatically as some peopl tl iruc, as a matter of course. T · tis not 

the way t.nin6s happen in tne orld. It w·1L co e • bout only with 

patient l a Dor d leaders ip w..aicn those neo 1 of tn.e world vmo nave 

not lost t emselves in m trl and emotio1 l confusio, wuo c&n still 

tnink: with a mini um of bias and feel witu a maximum ot restraint. 

Iv t to point out tnis mor4inb a fe of t1e aberrationn 

w:nicn a . _lict our orld toaa, . In tne first place tnere are certain 

oasic valu sin t e world w ich ap _ly at all times in any civili:tation 

re6 ardless of tue particul· r political economic or social com_lexion 

of t1 i 4 t deca ' e. There ,'1re constant values in our social life just as 

tnere are constant values in the c acter of individua l w ich er 

pres t , d which will retain tneir identic~l ortn i n the eyes of 

mankind thousands of years ence - nonesty, coura6e , loyalty, integrity, 

social-mi dedness. Tnese worths were lurport· t to individuals five 

tnousand y ars ago out t e will be ~disp nsabl o e undred t ous nd 

y ars enc. T1ey aon 1t c.aa.n6 e in civilization as a nole. Certain 
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values nic wer indispensable in tl1e Olue Days and w icn must remall 

suprem in our future civilization re '""'ardle ss of ti~ rorms of those 

civilizatio.1.s, re 0 ardle .s of tue particull..r snape whicn the future ::1 

aecree for civ.lization. 

The ,ad est evia. nee of our c 01 fusion toct.~: is t.1. a t Jeople 

seer.1 to na ✓e los t slgnt o:f t ese classic valu.; s and nave t ned away to 

wors ip cert· ,in colld .!. tions 

discarded by me.nkind. 

to orsnip at al tars lone; ago des ecru ted 

Let :ne point out tne first aoerration o_ our day. One of the 

i .n:a morial nterprises of tne hu s~irit has al~&ys been tne quest 

J.Q.e-£.2Q~~~~'1'-~l'M~~ge. ~an has =roped for ~nowledge 1 or trutn 

since the oe6 in ing of is reflective life 

d 

in tne f ce of terrific oostr:.c-les outs · de of 1 •• self and within himself. 

an nas ucce ded only men0 rly in t is qu st of trut , not eno &f.'l to 

make 111m wi e, but enougt1 to encourage .. m 1. is quest . 

Tnis quest for trut , t t unshac .. led, un·oi c:. ~ed, ~. 

1"eo.rless, ti at has been man I s most r:1agnificent adventure, his cross to 

be sure, man's i :::..:1.ortality. One of the most precio·:1$ legacies of 

tne great Renaissance tote moder world na s oeen tiis VF->rJ thing -

the sp irit of f ree i quiry, t~e ri · t of tne human intellect to move 

forvard into discovered worlds o • t ougnt . In other words, the 

auton1nny of t1J.e uman intellect. 

One of the eat aberrc... t ions of our day • s bee1 t .1.a. t t .1. is 

quest for truth is a ain bei c_ m de subservie t to t e poll tica.l 

interest oft· e State • . an i no lo - er free to seek truth. Truth 

is again being shucr.:l d, h· nessed, to serve t e narticular interest 
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of tne party in power. 

n those absolutist States w 11 c1 are spreadine all over the 

world, WJ.ere one party a lone is i n control ann dominates tne lives 

oft e people, people are not free to t1ink. All t.t.1.ou6 Ht is re6 i mented. 

Every scnolur wno makes contriuutions ilJ. t.1J.e fields of social sci ce, 

or pi ysical science. wnose fi dings deviute from t e presented views 

oft e government, t • t man mak s himself liable to the cone tra t i on 

camp. Every thinker, every writ r beco~es a sta te functionary. 

Every journalist beco.0°s a ve.t...icle of state propa6 anda.. •rou take 

ea.uc~tion - wnicn ie always looKed uuon as ma.King people see truth, 

enlig· t ru ent - educatio in t · ese di&torial lands of wi- .:..c.c I am 

speaking, is no lon(fer education. It is p f' incloctri1.i.at ion. The 

ciila.ren are trained to accept d obey. n 1 ese com tri s an 

effort is oein6 mac.et() rewr i te t ne wnole accumulated owledge 

of manl ind in terms wnicn will con::· orm to t l .. e political and eco omic 

prejudices of tne party i n poVter. 

For eAample, in R ssia, people nt a co::mrunist or pro-

let~ rian mat ematics aHd n Germany the oeoule wart "" razi Anthro ology . 

Tne azis pride t11emselves t t t ey ave 11 national·zed11 trutn. t ·, t 

is to say, propasandized truth. Tne Nazis mai tain tm.t ;... mans ould 

t ii wi tn i ol0od . You .imOW ,,: ·nat ind of t .. ing t ·, t leads to 

when you start tot ink with your blood i stead of witi your orain. 

In our own country, too, very often attempts are made to 

harness t th to tne c ariot of power and privilege. Some times we 

try to muzzle our educators a teac rs. Th r are many organized 
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groups in tne United States who would like to erect emotional barriers 

in tne minds of tne rising generation and in tue minds of our adults 

against ideas which to tnem seem unorthodox and revolutionary, for

eetting tnat tne radical ideas of today are frequently the ultra

conservative ideas of tomorrow. That is one of tlle aberrations of 
a 

our day f legacy of tne orld War. 

One of t11e curses of our day is tnat we have too much 

propaganda and too little of education. I used to think tmt ignorance 

was the deadliest foe of progre s s. But tnat is no longer the ca:se. The 

deadliest foe of human progress is propagandap - tne cunning and sKillful 

large scale dissemination of ~alsehood or half-truth. Propaganda todc1y 

is f ar deadlier oecause it has perfected t e act of befuddline; tne human 

mind, of undermining nu.man reason calculated to make tue worst appear 

the better reason. And it does it tnrough an ela orate apparatus w11icn 

disseminates tnroug.n t.tie radio, newspaper, platforms, .half-truths, slo6ans, 

eaten-words, a.90eals to t.r1e most primitive emotions of nwnan oeinLs• It 

does it by repeating the lies so often and forcible that people come 

to believe tnem as truths. 

Mr. Hitler, in his book 0 Mein Kampf11 , wrote t1:at "the generating 

power of great change is not so mu.en i signt as hysteria. 11 In other 

words, if you want to bring about cnange in tne political life of a 

nation or in the economic structure of a nation, don•t do it by way 

of trtill.t(ing and reason. Persuade peoplel Incite tnemJ Drive tnem by 

passioned appeals to a pitcnof hysteria. Tnen you will accomplish what 

you are after. 

The Nazis in Germany, the Fascists iu Italy, established tnemselves 
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in power tnrough such devices as this technique of propaganda. Tnis 

is tile kind of nropaganda. that is attacking every citadel in all parts 

of' tl e world. I don• t Know wna t we c.::..n do aoout it. But certainly 

I would i1J.troduce a systematic course in our scuools of ii struction 

where our you.n5 ueople wi~l be taught to detect propaganda. or how to 

distinguish between wru-1. t is fact c... nd w.at is propaba .ct.a. Have you 

any idei:;i how muci propa6anda com s to your des t.£ rougr.1. t .. e mail every 

week? Tnere 1sn•t a great iudustrial organization 1n tnis country, 

trere isn't a group, tnere isn1 t a political organization that hasn't 

a ig.1ly paid prop8 g ua mac.L.!.ine, t e purpose of wnic is not to provi e 

you with facts out to sell you some g1ods. In t1.e poli tica.l stru6 gle of 

our day - in tne economic strt.4ggle of our nay, tuis propaganda is nelping 

to confuse t e t iID{in of t e world, to er e e1dless aoerration. 

You Know now muc.c we Jews nave suffered from tnis p ropaganda in tne 

last few necaoes. 

I • t to pass o to anotn~r aberrution of our nay - tne 

~berration of sanctified th1e ssness and exalted orutali ty. In our 

dey violence and terror ave been exalted tote level of pri1ciples 

almost to tu.e noint of sacrificing t e numa .~. People used to be 

ashamed of violence and te ror a1 d ll"Uial i ty and force in a pol 1 ti cal 
of 

struggle. Toa.ay, every nevotee,,eit r Rigit or Left, simply gloats 

over sue l party phrases as II crus in~ tne enem 11 11 tne i ron f i s t 11 , "the 

bloody extennina.tion of our e emies11 , 11 preyin6
11 , 11 li uidatin611 , 

11 a nir ilatinb." A wnole v rbcl.l sac.ism as crept into our noli ticG\,l 

world. Tyrants int e past seluom resorted to tnis sadism o! mind 

and spec event ou tney very frequently resorted to pnysical 



-7-

brutality. Toaay t is desire to Hu.rt, to e6rade, to J.umiliate 

t1.1EA.t is Jeing built p into a mystic cult, aid t e basic uu an decencies 

nave not oily b ·en ignored out aespised. A nolitical opuonent today 

is no longer a political opponent but vermin to oe trampled upon under 

foot. Even war s.1..0 .s 1 o p allelism to tHis sadism, t1 is cnurlis ' 

vinuictiveness which cnc.,.racterizes tJ.1e poll ti co-economic struggles of 

our day. 

{ussolini, not so long ago, decl ed t.aat ne does not oelieve 

in tne sanctity o:f human life. He was putting it mildly. The sanctity 

of numan life as been c.aeapened and t.cey have lowered uurnan aignity 

in Italy. 

1rne bloody purge of . . Hitler a y.;;; r ago w.c1en .ae ordered 

the assassination of dreds of i • s own fol ow rs, not to so ea.K of 

his e.11emies, coldly or .::r d t em to be butch red. This is a s · le 

of w at I mt:an by sanctified rutalit . ·1en Goeb els recently ordered 

t l e.. t tne am s of t ose Jews wno died on "·erma battlefields ··or 

Germaey be s t rucK from t.ae ar memorials - t.ciat is a Kind of , ..... ~lll ess, 

vind.ict ivene s, of G .... dism hicn I .nave 1. 1 mina.. 

A pa.rty . • n is ~illed in Lennin rad - Kiroff - u d i .:uned1ately 

11una.reds of people in o co ected it tne assa si • tion are ordered 

to death and tuousanus more were exiled in oruer to irignten tie 

people and to establish themselves mor ·1rrnly. 

yin our own country, if ou orand a man a communist, in 

tne eyes of many patriots 11e cea . es to be a hu.n 1 being e titled to 

is elementary numan ri ts. He oecome an ene , an i dividua.l to 

be stamped out. 
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In a sense, all tnis temper or distemper wnic has invaded 

our orld is aue to t11e doctrinnaire quality of tre pro6rams of ti.e 

parties involved in t.11e poll tico-ecouomic struggles of our ay. Eac11 

party is co 1v .Lnced t11a. t it has t. e a solute, tne final, t1 e o ly 

scheme of national salvation. The opposition parti es are ti erefore 

dangerous enemies of tne nation - traitors. Tne i '""st moral 

consideration;, t1 ere:tore, demand t 11eir a .a.i.1 ilation and tnis e d. 

justifies every means. Tnis .na.s been v e traditional attituae of all 

tnose wno oelieved t ernselves in po session of aos'Jlute tru.t.1. 

Now t.1.e lioer!ll is not a dot::,1Uatist a d. ver is a aoctrin-

naire. He is as mucu concerned w .. t.r mans as ·tn ends. Tnerefore 

e 1s not inclined to r.tlaAe ends justify means. Tne liberal is as much 

concerned witn means a. in acnieving tue enas t. emselves. Tnis is on 

of tueclas.:-ic aberrations of our dey. It is a saa t.c.ing about end.s. 

Tney are selnom r -acned. Te most glorious, great, mes ianic ends 

are seldom if ever attained. Cruel ty and oaroarism are never snort cuts to 

Kin6 dom Come. You succeed in brutalizing tue pr~sen t 1or a distant 

future waich mi5nt never come to oe. Tnc. t is a terribl a1 .,rrc:..ticn 

of our day, my f ri~nds. 

And tren, t oo , t ere is t e aoerration o1 ·t ·onalism. And 

n re Is ould liKe to note tie di!fere1ce betwee1 nationality ad 

nationalism. Tney are two different t1 .. ings. Bertrand Ru£sell deftly 

efines tne to: "Te advocates of nationality say tru:..t •every country 

must be free to acnieve its le itim..:...te ambit~ons. 1 ne advocates of 

nationt.lism say 1 .1.y country must be fr e to u.C ieve its ambition ... 
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whether l egi ti11a te or not. 1 ii {at i onali ty rnr>a.ns self dete r:nina ti:)n, tne 

rignt of every people to control t1e i r own politica l de stiny free from 

f oreign do~ination. h~t is a s old a s ~ind. T a t is wh olesome. Tn.?.. t 

is canmendable. But na tionalism - tru~t is a different t h ing entirely. 

ationalism is quite a rec ~nt development, a product by and l a rge of the 

19th Century. I t came into the world in France followint t e Jt,rench 

Rev Jlution. In Germany it came wit1 tae '"apoleonic War. In Italy, with 

Mazzini and the stru..,;gle for unif ica tion. Li. tnis ru i t i onal ism, t uis 

abstract conception of national destiny, tnere ha s a lways been a 

romantic, mystic ele~ent which was oft times corr~pted into cnauvenism, 

imper i alism and dangerous belligerency. All na tio1al destiny and national 

mission were pious phrases coined by this aggressive and militant na tionalism 

to cloak expansionist ambit i ons a nd economic pira cy . This na tionalism 

and its rit·u.al patriotism has become man's ot er reli5ion in tne moaern world. 

low, my friends, there is a kind of patriotism tha t is as wnolesome 

and natura l as t:he love of one's own nome. That kind of patriotism does not 

require artificial stimulation. But the patriotism which is rampant in the 

world today makes a m )Ck:ery of t11is w.nolesome, instinctive love of com try. 

Instead of teachinz; the new generation those ideals which enkindled tne minds 

of great thinkers of tne 18tn d 19th centuries - tne idea of tne federation 

of manlcind, of world unity, tne ideal of nuroanity. As such, t is uatriotism 

t e ac es tne youtn of the world to think in terms of terror, prejudice. 

Never was the world so broken up and disintegrated by this super emphasis 

whicn is oeing laid on nationalism a s it is today. 
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And in a country li~e ermany, of course, tris aberration is 

still fu.rtner aggravated by anotner aoerration - race. A man, 1n or uer 

to be a citizen, rmlst long to t.t:i.e racial stoCA of his countrJ. If y u 

are not of tneir race, yo are an nutc· st. A fe days ..t6 o, tnere ,,as an 

an ouncemeut int e -oaper t • t the Jews of Germany are no lon~er citizens. 

Tney have been disfranchised uecause oft eir race. ow this trend, if 

continued in Eu.rope, spells dan6er not only to tie Jewish people, but for 

tne peace d progress of the wlole of mankind. en you identify race 

with nation as tne Nazis na ·,e done, you are not merely eliminat in6 a 

small Jewish oup. You are aiming to include in tnat race question all 

those ot er people ro areracially allied but ~o are now allied to other 

nations. T ere are 35 milli~n Germans wno no live in Cznecnoslovakia, 

France, int e Ukraine . If t e Nazis meant at a tion must include 

all tnose wno belong to tne race, then war is the only way of achieving 

that end. If Germany means t1 include all those ot er millions not 

living in Germany, if the azis intend to include them, ten Europe 

is in for one of the bloodiest f world wars. e ow what the race 

question in terms o! tne negro uroblan meant to us in t1e United States 

and wi:iat it still means . Not even a bloody civil war could fin~lly 
still 

solve it. T.nat problem is/ one of most menacing aberrations of our dcl3. 

So, I close, my friends, witn tnis t ought - tne e duri g values of 

r.iankind are not to be found i. these aberrations . Tne royal nle¢ ay along 

whic.u civilization has mare ed since t1e begi ning of time - sometimes 

halti gly, often painfully, often deviating from the lighway and losing 

itself int e b a:ys d underbrush, out al ays trying to f ·nd its ·ay 

bac to tne royal hi w - tnis civilization al ays • ched tne w03 
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of the free unti ammelled ouest for trutn - not ttie a;y of nropa6anda, t.ne way 

of the .... rnancipation of t e uman intellect, not of indoctrination. It s been 

the way of revere ce for nu.."na.n life, not o: brutality ·~nd sava5 ery. T e 6reat 

nignway of .tlU! • civilization • s al ays been the way of open-mindedness, t e 

way of i.tellectual tolerance, not t1e way of dogmatism, fanaticism, not the 

ay of ends justifying means butte way of international coop~r a tion, racial 

d religious tol 0 ra.tion, of integra ting mankind instead of dividing the soliac:..rity 

of tne hUL~an r ace. This is tne only way, my frienus. Tnere is o otner way 

and th ·e is no otner goal. 



SOUE ABERRATIC1 S OF OUR DAY 

1. When tne deep waters are roiled -
o generation has had its nerves -

Change 
Emotionally we passed - peaks -

exaltations .., ' 

The bloodiest war - incessant gwl-fire 

2. Sooner or later 

3. There are certain values -
Saddest evidence - altars 
SU.ch apostasy -,_1)in trouble - without 

leadership - Golaen calf or in 
crisis and gre~t cnange -
"Mara.na.tha.1 - messianic dreams of 
quiCK salvation by rev~lution -
short-cuts to the Kingdom 

4. First aberration: Attempt to re-enslave 
tne hu."Il8ll mind. 

The classic st~le of tne ages has 
been for freedom of thought. 

One of tne immemorial enterprizes 
Man has ~opell • •-Succeeded -
One of the proudest legacies - mind 

defyin~ tradition - cnallenging 
authority - flaunting the charis.b.ed 
prejudices of masses and classes. 

Our age is trying to undo tne work of 
ages. 



2. 

Shackle trutn to chariots of 
p~litical or economic victors - Serve 
political ends of the party in 
control of the State. 

In absolutist stat~ - intellect made 
s bservient to pol. autocracy. 

Spirit of free inquiry - concentration ca. 

I T 1s reg men e • 
Scnolarly rese· rch - deviation - heresy. 
Ev ~ry writer - ~ s t ate functionary 
Every journalist - a vehicle for 

propaganda. 
Education - indoctrination. 
They are not t · ugnt to think - trained to 

accept - obey. 
In totalitar i an s tates - rewritjng nistory 

economics, sociolo~, antnropology, 
psycnology, in fact all branches of 
tne sciences, as well as som of the 
pnysical, to conl:·orm to pol. econ. 
racial or nationali~.tic dogmas of the 
party in power. -

Nazis b t - "nationalized" trutn. One 
must t.nink with "his blood". 
Whatever book is out of harmony -
tney burn. -
but > of 
t 



3. 

This is true of Soviet Russ ia as well -
where much of the pre- rolitari~ 
culture not alo e 01 Ru ·sia but of 
mankind has been dis carded, as 
hostile to th~ regime, and wnere 
independent thot is absolutely 
proscribed. 

5. In our own countr - sueh attempts to 
harness thot to service of uower 
an.d p r i vilege - frequently mac.e. 

Incr~asingly attempts made to muzzle 
education - to intimidate educators 
tnrougn teacher' oaths of loyalty -
to punish expression of unpopular 
and Wlconventional views, to erect 
emotio al barrier - forgetting that 
radic~l ideas of to-day 

6. Our age has not enou f edu and 
too much .of prapaganda. 

And civilization may be said to be a 
race between education and propaganda. ,_,. 

Ignorance used to be greatest enemy -
oday - far more cunning, unscrupulous 

aggressive and deadly. 
Propaganda in Jur day perfect;g art of 

befuddling - with half truths -
slogans, ea ten-words - primitive 
appeals, calculated to maKe tne worst 

appear tne better reason. 
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It has an elaborate tecnnique for 
undermining human reason, and for 
~ag1peding mas ses into sur_endering 
tneir most valuable political and 
spiritual possessions, ru d into 
doing wnut in sober judgp1ent tney 
would never do. 

4. 

Fascists and ·azis des o ed Dem. by 
~rop. especially among tne young and 
disaffectea. 

Hi tler wrote: 11 Tne gE-ne ra tine.: power 
o cnange is not so much insight 

I 
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advanced social legislation and the 
influence of organi 7ed labor. 

5. 

When these men invoke w· tn religious 
fervor in our cpuntry the ideals of 
democracy and the sacredness of tne 
Constitution, and blood -curale tne natio 
with warnings against dictatorsi ip -
tney don•t mean tna t at all. At neart 
tney are all hankering for dictatorship -
their kind of dicta tor SHip. They would 
be the first to te~r the Constitutio1 to 
shreds, if, for example, a Popular Front 
government like that in Spain, or in 
France, ~ver came into power constitu
tionally and tnrou.gn. democratic elections-
as tney did in Spain and in France. See 
tn.eir en and snameless .!l!!!Eat with 
tne Sp asc st re es and tneir 
mad fury at tne loyalists and tneir 
loyally constituted government as i! t.1_ey 
nad started tne rebellion. Tney denounce 
tne irreligion of tne loyalist forces 
but t.nese proud cterenc-1ers of Christianity 
are not averse to seeing Monammedan Arabs 
and tne scum and nwnan offal of the 
Spanish Foreign Legion being employed 
to bring ruin and h 1r ror upon tne entire 
nation in an ef ort to destroy a legally 
constituted g vernment elected by an 
overwnelming majority of tne people of 
Spain. 

M 



6. 

Propa6anda - t oaay, made 
powerful tnrop,gh tne r adio, anu the 
press - is undermining -

7. A 2nd Aberra tion: - tne sanctification 
of ruthlessness and brutality in 
social struggles of our day. 

Violence and Terror exalted into 
sacrament. 

Partizans in politico-economic struggles 
airly gloat. 

Few tyrants in past indulged in such 
indecent hatreds - meanness - and 
sad.ism. 

All dates of sympa t ny, tolerance, 
civility not t o eak: of love and 
compas sion - i gnored. 

Masters 01· mental violence, t is t-s.nakers 
~ and bragg: rds olc the s tage 

in m~~rea~ countr~es to-day. 
A pol. ~~M, - vermin. 
------ --Few parallels in hi story to the 

Churlishness, vindictiveness and 
savagery of present struggles -
::;:: Spain, Germany, Soviet 

Russia. 
When Mussolini - sanctity of human life -
- cneapened: WMiL, rt•· ~ purge -

Nazis not only persecute Jews -
degrade - rob tnem of dignity_ 
nurt tne ir s ul s - iil!!!lil':L-4lal"4::-u..&,J.J()Gy 

- - ~- -&e and trials. 
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7, 

In our own d - brand a man - ly~ch 
nim 

is all ioes wi tn tb.e ~atient / 
dO@lla ism whicn s rep'Iaclng7 
l"!lre al niruci / 

ing doctr nnaire. - E h party 
incect pos essed of absolute 
Jl and on y key to n,<.4Ul,ICW4 

lvution - Opponents are tnerefore 
nemies of ciety -
·ustifie means - all ec.tI1s to 

destroy t em. 
ne liberal -interes 

in end -

is nev 
mucn 

a doctrinuair 

Refuses t employ cru ty, barbarism -
~ 

snort .. cuts -
You succeed only in rutalizing -

... 
r 

9. A~ Aberration: tne submer ence of 
tne individual in state totalitari.-: 
an1.sm. 

Everywhere tne state is encroacni 
upon tne fre~dom of tne individual. 

• Men are for etting th&.t "~ 
too..ay rests not so mucn on tiie 
government~ as on tnose rights 
have wrested from the Governmentsll 

(James A. Garfield) • 
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8. 

It took blo-Jdy revolutions to estaolis.n - . tne ~ tnat man has certain 
inalienable rights - 1orever exempt -
veto - ;,tu.ssoli i - Here, as in Russ ia 

I:) we are advocates - coITe ctive 
f\Q). -~signi1icance - at expense of indiviau~l 

iritual advanta to doctrize of 
collectivism - careerism - Both 
Juaaism d C.nristianity. 

Tne danger lies - excefs ive zeal and - -over-reacning - compl te subjugation 
of individual. 

nat -o 
conque 
racial oo 
beguile f a time 
tim. 

-
ination. 
must 

, and mystic 
and rituals: TA se 
~ but only or a 

Regimentc!,tion - f a tal to man• s spiri tuc:.. l 
-and intellectua Tens to 

yup well-springs of oI't5Tnality 
and c~eativeness. 

Wh~s not allowed to stand alone -
to dissent - to proclaim tn truth -
own soul's travail - his spiritual 
life 1 des royed. 



9. 

~ 

10. th Aberration - arrow, intolerant 
Nationalism, or Cnauvenism. I dra, -
principle of nationality - nationalism ----:--=---=-~--. Principle o nationality - as old as 
stru gle of peoples for se -
determi:iatio . 

But nationalism is a quite recent 
by-product of national awa.rcening 
190 In France - begins 1th Renn. 
In Germany - Napoleonic Wars. 
In Ital;, with Mazzini -

Tne one advoca tes: 11 Every country 
s e free to acni ve --(Bertrand Russel) - 11My co try -

re 5ardless -
This n~tionalism has always had its 

romantic mystic element and frequ ntly 
created ficti~ious conce· ts -
national destiny - mission -
rationalization of predatory 
expansionism - economic piracy. 

It has le e les to indulge in 
sha~ele ~s excesses of self-praise 
vu. gar oastfulness, a mgant 
conceit and indecent exhibitionism -
listen tJ Hitler, Goebbels, Rosenberg 
in G rrna.ny, or 1 s olini in Italy -
excellencies - exclusive virtues -
of tneir peoples 



11Blessed are the me'"'k - for they shall 
innerit the eart . 

This • tionali sm with its r·t 
pa riotism - is toaey 11 man•s ot.ner 

rei1.g1on1r. 
11. ThP.re is a uatriotism - requires no 

in octrination 
But our estern World - harassed -
It is a disgraceful s_trategy - to 

force you into crabbed, suspicious 
provincialism - stampeaed into war 
whenever interested parties want it-

The Universal Ideal - 18C -19C -
citizen o orid - Washington -
Jefferson - Benjamin Franklin -
pushed out of men's minds - by 
restrictive - truculent - intolerant 
nationalism. 

I~ tionalism - blaCAest heresy -
Men no longer talk of Humanit -
Modern man is being ghe totized -

12. Nat. srno.ymous with race - onl; those 
In name of this racial nat -



12. 

13. 5th Aberration - Glorification of War -
as national destiny. 

Under new dispensation - :-..~~~ of 
s ate not t1- preserve law o.iid. order 
and insure larg st measure of 
justice among men -

Fu.n~tion - is conquest througn war. 
spirit is the 111,Yahr eist11 • 

__ ......,...__a-- e---::duca, tion - MWenri1aftigk0 1t11 ---''Battle is diviAe business of every 
German11 • 

In Italy - children - science of 
soldiering. 

0 In pre-war days. ·n Europe (Franz erfe 
soldiers marcned because tn~y had 
to, now boys of 12 march for the 
fun of it" -

All industry - scientific researcn -
organization sKill - inventive 
genius set to one task - preparati •n 

__ _ ...__for War. 
A my"ic a4ora_0.on of 1orce, of 

"';chreck),("Otl.ke1t.K ,, 
He who sp aks, ~s Gen. h man spoke, 

- or tn horrors of war - stupidity -
wast¢fulness - and unnoly motives --is a cowardly, traitorous pacifist -
an enemy of t.ne nation - and give 
.nim the boot and tne wnip and t.ne 
fistJ 



ad race for arma~ent - These are 
never insfance against war -
they insure v,, r r J 

13. 

The days of 1914 - are back again -
and the only reason why they are 
not yet blasting away at each other -
not yet fully prepared. 

14. Wnat can we do a out it? Those of us 
who can still tnink with -

(1) 

Cling to, proclaim, teacn, e~n.d_._..10 

classic values - which these 
aberrations have ec_ipsed. 

Not to acce t defeat - Tne battle is 

In these dark days of confusion -

Attempt tor -enslave mind of man -
proclaim and detend autonomy and 
sovereignty of human intellect. 

--
, Train ourse1 'es to detect and 

expose propaganda. We need a 
course in tne diagnosis of and 
propnylactic against propaganda in 
our schools. 

(2) 
I / 

A6ai st increasing bru-=-ta.l~~i -ty~- in 
social t ru6gle - let us as 
lioers:ls insist ,6n ri~t and 
just means as ell as on rii:,ht 



(3) 

I --- -.J - l \/ ) 
14. 

and just ends. We once tnougnt tiat tne 
World War would end all w rand we. 
therefore, sanctioned it. We know 
better now. ar never ends war. Violent ----class strusgle will never end classes, 

'---out create new warring classes. 
Dictato ship of tne proletariat will 
never make tne proletariat free. 
Freedom alone makes for greater freed::>rn. 
Peaceful wccys will insure greater peace. 

·a1nst encroachment of state - let us -set up all possible barriers. Ne mu.st 
uebunk its olatry, curb its uretensions - .. 
an expose tne ridiculous quaCk-.cof 
the Duces, Fu.e.nrers and om~issars -
s·nce,tne Renaissance and the )Reformation 
since Ma.cniavelli and Luth ,r, the 
cone t of state moral self- fficiency 
has earfully advancea. in e eel 
and Ficnte tne state has been apo nesized 
Th/ state is itself ri t~ This 

,,---- -. -
doctrine degrades morality to 
political stra eg. emu t resist 
tnat. This is not a lea for rugged 
individualism nor aga nst all forms 
of government management of business
but for a oalance between individualism 
a.11.d collective management - a ••o plea 

I I )_ I 

C-



(4) 

--

preservin6 for the individual 
sufficiently lar~e and free areas 

15. 

in evr»ry fiel • of human t ougnt and 
enaeavor - to give scope to his 
initiative, his originality a1d his 
spirit of a venture. Else life is 
doomed to a fri.,. tful robotism. 

ainst cnauvenism - n~tionalism - ~e 
mu::;~ ~flincn1 stress soli ari ty 
of human family, inter11c t iona 
cooperation and good-will -
Must be ·n anew to talk of HU111aJ!~ty -
"Have wen a 1 one Futner - Hath 
Uot One God -• 
"The God that made the world and all 
na-itons nerein - made of one blood 
every nation of men to dell on all 
tne face of the eartnM. 
e are all different in many ways 

but we are all necessary to ~acn 
otner. Tne str· of ha are of 
different lengths and yie 
different sounds - but all the 
strings a . e of equal importance for 
they are all n essary -

ess of as been from 
rsecu.tion - Forbe· ce -

Tolerance~ Appreciation - To 
Cooperation - Let u not reverse the 



16. 

process -

(5) A&ainst War rmd.ness - education for 
peace - pea~e o)d - internQtional 
instrwnenta~ities for consultation, 
arbitra tion and prevention of w r. 
Coll~ctive action for co lective 
secur ar is here - not to 
be praised - or prepared against but 
to be eradic~ted. 

15. This is theta s~ of our age. 
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ARMY SEEN WEAK/ 
I IN ANTI-AIR RAFT 
1 Has 42 Modern-Type Guns 

for Defense of Continental 
United States 

I THE NEW YORK 

Reich Press e ies 
Individual Liberty Exists 

Wlrf'lf'88 to TH■ NIW YORK TI 1:1!. 

BERLIN, Dec. 9.-The Rt-ich 
Press Chit-f, Dr. 0 to Di~trich, 
explained to a student audience 
at Berlin niver ity tonight that 
no such thing as individual lih
rty exists. 
"There is no freedom of the 

MUSICALE 'HE 
I BY HELENE 
She Touches 'Cello 
Playing at Meetinr 

Association for 

individual, " he aid. "There is TELLS OF TRIP 
only freedom of peoples, nation 
or races, for these are the only 

EIGHT GUARD THIS CITY ma.terial and historical realities 
I through which the life o! the in~ 

divtdual exists." 

IA . - F d . mencan oun at1c 

I Session-More Wo, 
Afflicted Is Soi With but 29 More Weapons 

Ordered, Gen. Craig's Report 
Called Shortage Critical 

By HAN 0 W. BALD\\'1 
Special to TJil: N■w YOR TIMIIS. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9.-Th 
United States Army has, P,xcept for 

The speech's burden wa the a -
tempt to prove the so-called in
dividuah1 are not even realities I 
but mer ly asp cts of some com- ' ii s Helen Veller, who 
nrnni y such as the race or na- dinary Rtandard i hllnd, 
tion. Therefore, Dr. Dietrich con- mute, paid an unexpected 
lud d, It is absurd to even dis- • terrl:w aftf'rnoon to tt, 

individual liberty. meeting of the New Yor 
;=---=~============---:. tion !or the Bl i nrl in L ' 

,.At 111 East Fif y-nint 

CHOICE OF KENNEDY I ~~;:n~e~lr~ ~c~:~ r 
machine guns, only forty-two mod- onstrated her ap rec-· 

ern mobile anti-aircraft guns avail- FOR LONDON HAILED Bct~C;?n repoi:ts b 
able for the defense o! c 1r,ttnental assoc1ation, blind 
United States it was learned to- ' kindergarten age 
day • I --- ---- auditorium stag 

tap dances. 
Twenty-eight of these guns are Copeland and Others Want children they 

assigned to regula.r army units and . . . cation at appl 
fourteen to the National Guard, but His Aid on Ship Law Before shyly. 

because or shortage o! trRined per- He Ooes as Ambassador Whe,n ,, 
sonnel not all of the guns are Gluck s 

' ___ Keler ro 
manned . stage a 

'1eneral Malin Craig, Chief o! I FEW MONTHS' WAIT SEEN kin. 
1 Sta!!, in his annual reror made hand 
I pul,lic Monday, stressed he weak- I l wit 
ness o! the arm~•s ar i-aircra!t His Value in Post as Close to 1 -::1su 
armament. Inquiries sh wed that . . 
the equipment availabl , although President Is Stressed in 

somewhat increased in rec~ntyears, British Political Views 
was regarded as still totR Jly inade
quate. 

There are four regu'." r army 
anti-aircraft regiments in the 
United States, in additlr>n to ten 

___ ......, ____ National Guard regiment.i, and all 

Special to TBII N■W YORK T 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 9. 

port that Joseph P 
chalrma.n of the Mar 
sion, ha.d been s 
Roosevelt 

of these a.re far under complement, 
it was said, and mos of them are 
but skeleton organization, . 

Fort Totten Defense Here 

Bingh 
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Topic of The nn 
Germany 

Was Pushed 

One of the most popular legends of latter-day 
mythology has just been retold for the benefit of 
the American people. It 

concerns allied responsibility :for Getmany's surrender to Nazism, and it was put forward day before yesterday in a speech by the visiting chairman of the board of the North German Lloyd. "Conditions in Germany are not per
fect," said Herr Lindemann in our report ye terday, "but Germany was forced to take many of her measures by the policies of foreign nations and 
by the Versailles treaty. Germany was to live or die, and she did not want to die. Hitler eould have done nothing 
other than those things he has done." 

Legend 
and 

Fact 

The story of dying Ger• 
many rescued and restored by Hitler is on a par with the story of Italy rapidly hdmg mto communism 

but snatched from the edge of the gul\ by Mussolini. Actually, the well-in
formed know that Mus olini "saved" his country from bolshevism almost two 
years after the workers of Italy had deliberately turned their backs on bol
shevism. Some day it will be common information that it was not a dying Germany which slipped into Hitler's power. It was only a Germany hard hit by the economic depression as every other country in the world was hit, as England and France and the United States were hit. But if Germany, unlike these others, slid from freedom into despotism, one is forced to conclude that she had a strong secret hankering 
In that direction all along. 

F1om time to time In German this column over a stretch Merchant of nearly five years the Marine thesis of a dying Germany in 193Z has been questioned. Bits of elementary testimony have been cited to the contrnry. Since it is the head of a great German shipping enterprise who now brings up a.gain the case of dying Germany, it may be in order to cite a. few shipping figures. 
The war almost annihilated Germany' merchant fleet. On the eve of the war in 1914 that fleet amounted to 5,500,000 gross tons. In June, 1921, nearly three yea.us after the A!·mi ticc, the German shipping was down to 717,000 tons, or something less than 15 per cent of its pre-war strength. In June, 1932, just as Germany began the swift descent into Nazism, her me1cbant fleet had 4,164,000 tons. 
A "dying" Germany under a government of " ovember criminals," to use the favorite Nazi phra e, had won back nearly 80 per cent of her pre-war mer

chant marine. At this time the Engli h merchant fleet was about 90 per cent of its 1914 sfrength. On this 15 per cent margin shipping recovery as betwePn 
victorious Britain and defeated Germany we cannot base the doctrine of a dying Germany. 

Or we may take housing The a a test of German well-
Housing being in 1932. This is very Te t timely, because a di lln-gu hed amateur student of hou ing who has just completed a survey in Germany Is about to conduct his investigations over here. 

Hitler' arrival on the German stage really date from hi sweeping success In the Reichstag election of September, 1928. At the beginning of that year the figures how that since the A1mi tke there had been built in Germany vHy nearly 1,350,000 new homes. In approximately the same period there wcrr built in England and \Vales something over 1,000,000 new homes. Thu the "November criminals" who pre ided over the German Republic 
succeeded in providing a defeated, humiliated and suppo edly dying- Germany with !l many new home a. a victoriou English Government buil for it own people. This German home-huildlng record was maintained up to the fall o! the republic in 1933. 

Disarmed 
but 'ot 
\istreated 

Allied re pon ibility for 
Germany' political and moral collapse is much too b. a to1y fot· this 
place and occasion. But 

hete. too, it mav he noted hat Germany gave hers If to Hitler :t fte1· more than half a doz n year of inc1 Pa'-ing allied 
concilia ion and cone "· ion~. To he ure. there wa German dt at -mament. But th t burden, too, we nrc 

ent c 
While 
Mr. Cl 
ise to 
cludin 
Rudo 
contra 
Moore 
them 

ju tified in arguin , would have been lightened for her i! the friendly inter
national climate which et in with th 
Dawe agreement and Locarno had 1 - T mained. But in any even . German disarmament doe not fit into the le nd 
of a dying Germany. A detensele s Germany was not being knocked about 
and trampled upon by the victor of Ver aille . On the contrary, they were all the time knocking off her ahackle 
and lending her money. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE ADDRISS 

•sou .A.BERRATIOIS OF OUR DAY• 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

The Temple - Cleveland, Ohio 

lo 1eneration baa bad its intellectual and •otional lite subjected to 

such swif't and radical changes aa ours. Bence we have the kind or a world 

which•• have - a jittery world, out of-balance and tu.11 of aberration•. 

There are tour aajor aberrations which are victiaizing this present age. 

The f'irat aberratlont is the attempt to re-enslave the huaan llind. 

Ona or the 1-•orial enterprises or the huaan spirit baa been the untra11111eled 

quest for truth, often in defiance of' traclition, authority or the prejudice• 

of' the hour. Our age unfortunately is 1U1lt7 ot orguized large-scale ef'f'orta 

1D aa.ny countries to undo the work or the ages. The intellect is again 

ahaokled to the political dopas or the state. Thought is regiaented. A117 

deTiation f'roa th• prescribed pattern 1• heresy and lead.a to the concentration 

camp. lducation haa been oonneoted with indoctrination. Children are not 

taught to think. They are trained to aooept and obey. The social u sciences 

and, ill some instances, even the exact aciencea, are being rewritten to 

oonfora to the political, econOlli.c, racial or nationalistic dopas of the 

party ill control or the state. The Iasis boast that they bave •nationalized" 

truth, that they train their 7011th to •think with their lalood". One cannot 

think with his blood or hie etoaaoh. It is only with hie alnd that a aan 

can think and that aiDd ast be tree to think. 

In our own ooantry, too, attapta are aoaet.iaea •de to auzzl• education, 

to intiaidate teachers and to punish the expression ot unpopular or 1111conventional 

Olar ace bas not enou,h ot education and teo auch or propqanda. Ci'Yillzation 
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today may be said to be a race between education and propaganda. Prc,paganda 

in our day has perfected the art of betuddling the ainda or ■en with halt

truths, slogans, catchwords and priaitiTe emotional appeals. It bas elaborated 

a technique tor stampeding people into doing that which in their sober judpent 

they would never think of doing. 

Education under Fasci81l, lazisa and Co11111UDiS11 le clearl-7 and avowedl7 

propagandistic and dopatio. 

The second aberration9 is the submergence ot the indirldual. In the 

wide-spread trend towards co-ordination and "Gleichahalt1D1g", 11h1oh utilizes 

the school•• ita aost powerful weapon, the indirtdual, as such, is steadil7 

being subaerged. There is IIUCh to be said tor the spiritual n.lues which may 

be deriTed f'rom 11tressin1 the coll.ctiTe significance of human life as against 

self-seeking and careerism. The great religions of u.n)dnd have always eought 

to teach men to link up tneir personal llTes with ~eat social purposes. But 

the co-ordination tendencies ot the aodern abaolutist state is quite another 

aatter. It is regimentation or the most tyrannical sort and it is fatal to 

man's spiritual and intellectual life. It tends to dry up the well springs 

of' creativeness and originality in aan. Under Fascia■, Nazism or CoDIIIIUDisa, 

the teacher ■ust pertorce beooae a drill sergeant. 

The third aberration is the narrow, intolerant nationalin which is again 

provinoializing Jl8Dldnd. Bationallea as preached in GermaJV and Italy today is 

something quite different f'r011 the wholesoae instinctive love of' country. It 

carries with it a dangerous romantic JV'Sticiaa, which has eTolTed fictitious 

concepts such aa "national destillyw and "aiseion", pure rationaliation tor 

predatory expauionis■ and econoaic priacy. This nationali81l is forcing the 

youth ot the world into a crabbed ancl auapicioua pron.ncialin. The uniTersal 

ideal which enld.ndled the i-ginatiou or the creat thinkers ot aaokilld in the 
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18th and 19th centuries and which inspired the best or European am Aaerioan 

culture ia being pushed out of men's minds and in its place there enters a 

constrictive, truculent and intolerant nationalisa. In Germany and Ita17 

this concept or nationalisa has been further narrowed to an insolent and rabid 

racialism. In the Sonet Union an econOllic dopatiaa divides the world into 

two hostile caapa, and-•• ainds are oonetrioted within this intolerant dopa. 

The fourth aberration is the glorification of war•• national deatin7. 

Fascia is the idealisation or nr. The goal of all education in lasi Geru.n7 

is •wehrhaf't11keit" - ooaplete preparedness for war. In Italy mm children, al.aost 

tro11 in.fan07, are trained~ the science of soldiering. Hitler wrote in 

"Mein Kaapt"a •It will be the taek or the Rationalist State to see to it that 

an adequate education is giTen to youth 1n order to provide tor a generation 

prepared tor the tinal and greatest decision on this earth." ~a task 1• 

'being carried out relentlessly in Gel"Jl&D.7 today. 

It is the urgent task of education in a d•ocraoy today to resist these 

tendencies which are .fatal to all that de■ocracy stands tor. 

Children ahould be trained to detect propaganda. Wene~ a course in 

our schools and high schools in the diagnosis ot and prophylactic against 

propaganda. 

Daocratic education should atresa the classic ideal that the state 

exi8ts tor the people and not the people tor the state. It should •debunk• 

state idolat17. It shoul.4 direct ■en's ainda to a wise balance between prl.Tate 

and oollectift aana1e■ent of Inman lite. Sutficieatly large areas in eTeey 

tield or hulum thought and endeavor ■uat be preaened tor the 1nd1ndual in 

order not to oraap his initiatiTe and his spirit ot adventure. Else buaan 

lite ie dooaed to a r11httul roboti•. 



De■ocratic education should wage war upon chauvenis■ and national. 

iaolationis■ and should steadily etreas international oooperation and the 

ideal ot hUll&ll solidarity. 

D911ocratio education is education tor peace am. against war. The school 

1hould encourage the rising generation to think not in t eraa ot the inevitability 

ot war and preparedness tor war, bQt in tel"lls ot - aetting up such coapetent 

international agencies and inatrwaentalitiaa as will lead to collective aeourity 

and to a lessening ot the oce&1i0Jla, the opportunities am entic•ents et war. 




