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TAICIHG STOCK OF THE YEAR 1935 

Del 1 ~ered b7 
Dr . .Abba Hillel Silver 

On 
SUndq Morning, December 29, 1935 



The year 1935 which is now drawi to a close has been full 

of momentous events with both good an, evil to mankind. Undoubtedly 

the out~tanding event of the past year baa been the attaek by Hitler 

on Ethiopia. Thie act of aggression has lready embr iled diplomaticall7 

and econ ically through sanctions. most of the nations of the earth 

and it threatens t o embroil t h em in war. It has alre· dy caused the 

overthrow of one Prime inister in Great Britain and it threa tens to 

cause the overthrow of nother Prime .1inister in France. It is 

cau•ing a furious reshuffling of p olitical al liances, considerable 

diplomatic wire pulling and horse-theiving. It has put the League 

of nations to its second test, perhaps final te .·t. The League. you 

ma¥ recall, three years ago. w a put thrO'Ug,9. a similar teat against 

Japan• s essi n in Chlila. lt failed t hen t o t and p rotect one of 

it• member a inst the invasion of another m her. Because of t hat, 

the League los t pr estige. The second test baa now come. The It ian -

Aby einian conflict. If it fails a ain. the Leaeu,e again exposes 

feebleness d helplessness i n the f ce of a powerful tion attacking a 

weaker nation and it is done a.a an agency for the peace of the world, 

as serious instrwnenta.11 ty of international peace in the world and 

it acknowledges ite utter uselessness in the world today. On the 

outcome of thi issue, which ia a far l arger issue than that between 

Italy and Ethiopia., hinges th future of international law 1n the 

world. A Le e of Nations nd riv· te milit ristic u.dventure on the 

pa.rt of one nation and another are simply i ncompatible. One or the 

other mu t lave the t e of history. 



In this es, ther t:.re • few bri t ota a well a 

f r. ots. Th hole affair, f c urse, is eri I indict nt 

of the twentieth century civilization, the rev tion, the ruthle s 

conduct of tions in th ir r 1 tins with other n tions. And it 1a 

d to r . tiona collectively re f u- le moral, f r le a 

aceful t • ind ' viduals int eir riv te conduct. N tions seem to 

hold t mselvea not at 1 subject to higher law, moral 

reatr int, fair play, _eac. N tions will rob, che.t d l· foul d 

Yi 1 te cove ts, r t ir pl d -ea, r pud te t eir debts, double 

cros on other · t tic. , henever t ey f el t nere is somet L :, to 

be in d b it. oral acey is till t t f ctor which 

controls t em. The• arne nations want t eir ct zens to be ral, 

d C nt, law b " nu• 

the c· f I ·al y Ethiopia. It y on or d Et iop 

when • thiopia ou t ntry t ;, t League f • tion . I • aly baa no 

business teoeYer in Ethiopia. Et 1opia i three thousand . 1ile1 

fr It ly. u solini need.a ory. A p rty which de..---• and 

imp aes th renunci tion of liberty is in duty ound to be tow e tness 

on the count ry." A p rty ich t ~ t liberty of · country 

mu t iv it r ti•• ory, r · tne . Now u oli i find• h'm elf 

forced to live up to his r mises. Heh ot given t e rosp rity. 

Hermit th refo e ive t ilit ry, con at, ao he trumped 

up a re n. He inT ded E iopia be use he needs ~lory. Bomb• r 1n 

down u n :undreda of thous da of e:f'u.l opl in di t \ 1 d 

and nt w 1ch w promi ed rot ction by L ich It 

ia an \ m ber. It y pl ed to th covenant of the 

Le , t the Kello Briand P ct of Paria .. inst • r. Ital.7 rom1se4 



she would ver r ort to r a a 1 tional policy. Italy in 1935 

turned h ck on t h L d violated h r }iedge 1n the good old 8¥ 

of bri andry and nir cy without t ping t decla .e war in the inv sion 

of thia nation • 

. onarchie in the p ai • ve eldom vide ced such 

aa pre nt-day diet torship are vide cin , - not only Italy but 

Gre t Britain. Great Britain, three 7 .ara go, in a imilar ituation -

in the case of churia, in the c· se of Ha.pan and ina - refused to 

act, refused to ermit the L r.ue t o ct. Now t Hitler haa done the 
are 

same t 1ng when British interest ,(more ... ticularly involved, now hen 

their interest• are involved. England runs to thft L&agu.e of Jationa 

to mo.,e h aven and arth inst Italy and :p oints t the sinfulness, 

iniquity of t. u solini. the Government of Great :Brit 1n wine a national 

election n the platform of defense oft e Leagne. Three weeks later 

its forei minister arrange ith the foreign minister of ance to 

reward r ssolini, thia intul wicked man by iving him two-thirda of 

Ethiopi . 

France, ev r since the founding of the League, has alwqa 

plead or coll ct ive security. France mu.st some d lo k to the League for 

protection au inst w- on the part of Germaey. Th re security that 

P'rance will · ve mu t be foun in a coll ctive ecurity of a League 

of Nations . But France , in ita preaent day ne· r sighted diplomacy, 

Joined hands with land in ormul ting a plan which would not onl.7 

have dismembered Ethiopia but which would ve canpletely destroyed the 

efficacy of tht Le ....... -- for a en ration to come. The s e old blun ering 

hich le4 t i on1 to • r 1n 1914 d which is prep· 1 th m for war 



to • 

Had r t Britain and r nc told • lini - had t e7 

told r. u s01 ·n1 when h set out fe le ly overt continent · to 

hat ttitude the t · ons would take - had these two n· tion told 

ss lini t t ey oul.d re 1 t t the u 

a olin1 would never hav ve tured on it. 

st ch dve ture, 

Gre t Brit in in 1934 refused to ive • definite response, 

t e e • he failed to do int feartul da¥• of 1914. France which h 

b en fiirtin w· th thf idea ot Italian-Fr ch .. ilita alliance 

a in., t .r 7 ave I ssolini t e mowing wi d s olini wen, 

ople in thia ah ad. 

inst 

The bri 

ce did not 

t spot, of course, ls t t • 

et w with it. So ma.lo r 
0 

• /infam<YU. tra¥al, 

event r act i on rie1 of Great »riti d r ee refused t o sto ch 

it. ·s is nificant - Yery s1 1f1c. t. Fifty yea.re 3&0 such 

wideapr d r action would not have been possible. Chancellriea and 

n tiona ac ed such dar d eds of rape and con uest o e whlc and 

b ck wood1 eoples int e p st d got with it. Only a few isol t d 

voice• of i dealists ere rai ed in prot et. It se ned the pr cticul 

thi to do. Tod~ world public opinio is or enl1 t ned t in 

th pat d opl 

a good ign. 

e more r dily oused and mor vo 

Sir Sacru.el Ho • w counaelled tor sign to• ve the 

C bin t. Pr ier Laval 1 fumi c orat in to :ve his neck and the 

life of hi Ca t. 

Thi•, of cou.r e, do n • t m~an final uctory t r the Le •, 

y t • tr ed b governments in 



le . s obnoxious aya. But this fir st atte _ t as definitely s topped. And 

1 t will e unfla ing . vi il c upon tl}.e part of j tic• lovin _ ople of 

the rl d t o avert second a ttem;t. 

A.La e which c not im ose its authority thr~ anctio u: on 

a rec· ci t r t ti is useles and v luel s ency. A t t i ch 

c ot o decision nits courts f l rw c .no\ laat lon. A Le :ue 

mu t, be p o erfu.l Le , e .md must be le to impo e aanct ions u n a 

tion viol ating t e covenant or it can't function. The Ethiopian war 

i simpl y th battleground or this eat issue hich will deci e wh t}).er pe c 

will become more d more of r e lity 1 the world or hether r will becom 

mor • d • or e i mi ne t in t he orld. 

1h1le the t i ns of Euro~e in 1935 were en ro ssed in the - -
Ethiopian W,;; , J apan proceed d to dis emb r China d t o aet up puppet 

s t tea 'tmder its pol i tic: 1 tutel e atd f or c n mic exploit tion. Sooner 

or 1 ter, of C)ur e, th .re will b war in th ar = st. In all pr ba ility 

hen J pan will t ry t o inv de Russia. 

J apan with ew from t e League of N tion in 19 "".:3. Th· t s uld not 

w b en permitted. No tions which are members of the Lea should be 

permitted t o resign when a deci s~on rendered doea not please it, a.ny more 

t the Sout rn St te• s ould e p rmitted to leave t e Union. Aw r 

aa w ed over that. 

The whole subject of tional soverei ty must be redefin d jut 

aa t sub ject of per onal sovereignty has been redefined in the 1 st few 

years. fhat is the ice of peace. A• long aa • tions will insiat on 

absolute sovereignty they ar not subject to hi er law ot mankind d 

there can be no peace 1n the world. 
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In 1935, duri the l st • s of the y e:.ir, a N v 1 Conference was 

opened in London t o discuss t e limit tions of armament. It was domed to 

f ailur. It is doomed because t e nations came t t he Conference inspired 

by the hJpe of putting over some i ng on other nati om. It will be f ortunate 

if the Conf renee doea not result in settin hi · er ins tead of lower 

limit tions f or naval urmw:n nt. Th res ut world war mood is not congenial 

to disa ent. 

In 1936 the United States adopted a "Neutrality Law". In view 

of the Et hiopian situ: tion, Congress prohibited t exporting of implements 

of ar for a p riod of s ontha. The .American people now know how 1\ 

was propa )andized by .munition makers into J oining the orld ar. !he7 

don•t want t o be dragged into another ar t o pro\ect exports of munition 

makera. The· don•t . want to • sec~\ ficed nor to acrifice their chil dren 

f or the e of pr tecting war pr ofits. 'l'hos io t rade wi th war countries 

do so at their own risk. 

OUr p res n t '1Neutrali t y L 11 1s not broad or rigid enou because 

it is beyin~ implement• of w r i n a teCimic 1 ense. Actuatf~'Uils, canon 

are used in fightin ,. There a re, ho 6ver , other t 1 s important as 

implementa of ar. For •~le, t whol probl in the I t ian-... t i op i an 

e1tua.t1on i a involved around il. ithout oil, Italy can•t fight. In 

oth r ords, we mu.st make up our nda t l .ta we mu.st forego profits 

durin0 slla r. HoweYer large they m1gb.\ be the amount would oe insi ifican\ 

a• comp red to the cost of our country if ctual.]¥ dra. ed into war. We a.re 

going t o p~ for the war ot 1914-18 tor a. hundr d 7 ear1 t o come - yau. and yaur 

ch11 en d y ur children•• chil en ~111 pq untald biiliona. 

Nowt American peopla baa one or to a.1,ernatiY•• \o chooae from. 

It an1St eith r Join th League d work with the other tions in~ 
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imposin of sanctions upon rec citrant n tions, or if it doesn't want t o 

Join t e Le e, it must 

ia no other al t r nati'Y . 

int in abs olut eutr lity during war. There 

In our t i onal lif e, the y r 1935 i tnessed i rove nt in 

busin s , an increas in production , in profits, in the national pqroll 

and 1n the purchaai po r of our icul tural popul tion. Neverthel sa, 

there bl"e stil l ten t o twelve million people unemployed and millions 

more n t he relief pa,yrol la. Th depression b..~• not yet been licked in the 

United St t es . I d not :now of ·th.in :r t he t e did in t e l· t six 

yeara of epression w ch Just i fies us i believin t t the business 

improve nt is permaaent one or th~t ~ sirn"lti.1" d~pre ~ ion wil l not 

occur ain. 

The lew al has indeed stimu.l ted r o c 1 , busines imorovement, . 
mploym nt t a degree t dugh th 4tension ot credits, public works 

pr8Jects d federal relief but the lie• 1 ha~ l ly given ua • New 

Deale tirely. The BRA a been outl wed · d imil easure1 vit· lly 

nece Q, y t o t e hol ilosop of the N • De 1 are now bing eighed 

in th al 1c of t .eir con titutionnl. i ty. 

The nopular1 t y of the ll w De 1 declin d during the p. st year 

with the r t urn of c rtain ~ount of buain a rmalcy, of bueine 

pro peri ty. Ot er slo s are now i ~ h a.rd in the land. ll • 

voic in h ard. !hey a.re begi 

the Preai en\ - to quote at tlin y f r 

A nat on 1 C' aign 1a in the offin. 

in on 

phr ao ot on ot ita numb ra. 

olitical p t i an ip 

will run r ·ot in 1936. 'l'he pre et dm1niatr t1~n will be int d by its 

enemi • as reda. rad c ls, • \-not. citize • wil l a in be aked to 

,. view with alarmlf • will a in be led on to gaze t tin that are 



"pointed t "1th pride." 

But on-- thi 111 e o scured i 1d av ., rlook d 1n t e heat • n fury 

of the politicr l fr - t • t ix y ar of the bitterest depression, f 

si.: f • .ri g , of db • lur s, of mill one and ant 

millio . ..M.& -;.;, .... ,u loy d - six rc- rs of 1 t ve tau )it us nothin a t 

the cau e of , epre ion or ab ut its cur - t l t t r ix yen.re we ve 

volved .uo 1 fr a ·tional ~co1 • hich will make recurr 1ce l ss 

p sible. 

On f ortun· te thing .s achieved in 19::5. It · s t1e Federal 

Soci 1 S curi i Act of Lich I sp -e • f • ek o. I re d it 

thia Act 1 cl rl i de uate, n ver
have 

t elesc or the fir t t· 1n t hi to;ey our C t ction for 

rot r.t i o 

p en ions. t e rotection _ t l e ie rir led. Thi f ct is a 

yelou t p f or ard. And if most oft tin which r. oo ev lt 

tried t d in 1 

thla ~- e f ~ct ill 

ini tra tion pro • llur in t'e y • to com 

his e 
h!1 

o down to/et rn l e r dit an 111 k 

livin~ in th al• of 1 tory. 

Of tn J wi h cene in 1935, I eon :- r vi u Sun~ rnin . 

~ only bri fiy fit. I t t o 11 to on or to f ct so I will 

whic t 1 ce ·n 19 5. In Pol· ld th e h ve b e o n erioua 

anti-S mitic riot, particul rly o t e univ r 

oison f r O r ~any netrated t o nei bor C triea, infected 

neighb ri c tri • 

G i m.., os d th d t tion o the J P-1 c . rrunity which 

b gain in ov ber of 1933. the inf ou Jluremberg • di r chi ed J •• 

1n r • d riTed th ir citiz 1ahip • iqui tion of bu ln sses 



have been going on ever since. As a reault, thousanda upon thousand• 

of Gerr:ian Jews have been seekin6 refuge in other parts of the world. New 

J wish diaspora.a a.re being establ i bed - particularly in South Am rica -

i n Brazil, the Ar entine and Para~. In Germany there ru s been a owin 

ohortage of f ood and an incre ee of unempl ~ment. !he millennium which 

Hitler promised his people has not come t o be. 

- Church struggle - intensified in 1936. 

1936 may see some momentoue things hapnen in Germa.n_y. 

Dur1Il{~ the past year we were agl t a tin .!' to keep the Ol ympic .,a.mes 

out of Berlin. the movement failed but the f ilure w s lmost a vict ry. ~• 

decision to send American athletes t o Ger~ in 1936 wa. won by such a. 

narrow margin that it as almost a Yictory for the, orces which were 

pledged to try and keep .tl.mericana from part t cip ~in in the Olympics. 

The N· i are exploitinb the Olympiad for Me.zi ,rope.,;anda. Hitler is. 

su unonin . ., t e youth of the world t o come t o Germal\;V. Al l freedom l ovine; 
ill 

people ought to stay a ·ay fr m Germ; and :Berl t.i71936. Hitler ie interest d 

in getting thousands of t ourists t o come to Germany t o hel_ replenish 

their 1 old reserve. :Because of t heir poverty. German citizen• are unable 

to b~ raw mat rials. People · veto st din long lines to buy 

commodities such a.a but ter, tc. 

Keep awa3 from Berlin in 1936 s th t Hitler will be repudiated 

forcibly in his own land. When he ri es to gree\ the hun ede of thousand• 

of vi sitors from all over the orld, 1 t him not find them th re. 

I cloae with a word abou.l Palestine. Pale tine baa been one of the 
ten■ of 

bright spots in Jewieh history in 1936. 'l'h~uaanda,/thouaanda of new 

emigrants hu.ve en\ red. N~• coloniea have been eatabliahed, citiea have 

expanded, !here 1a a. thrill1 , throbb1n life there. A serious problem 
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baa confro ted thu.t co ity ·thin th la.st t w • eks. h Jewa have 

op o ed tl st blishment ·)f a legi 1. tive c cil in P stine b c :u 

memb rship i.i. t e c roncil gives the J w o r inori ty right . In this 

council th i .. 

five Briti 

feel t ~t 

est bliahin 

e 2 repreaentativ , seve o h mare J ••• fourte n Ar s, 

o ficials, t o British civ 11· 

i n w tribunal might nt rt re 

repre The J 1 

1 th project of 

hom land fort Jewla eople in the orld. 

The H.gh Co . ieaioner will ve v to power over eYery pro lem 

in the council. . io ot 1 1 r·tion ill not be in e providence of 

the natio c cil. No discu sio of mandate wi ... l be hel in the 

Council. ev rthel ... th v ry i titution. " it~elf • i t se ve as 

stumbl lo , in t w of chi v 1 ta gr at obJecti ves .md p o e 

of the II1c date iven by the Lea0 ue of tion t Gr , Brit in over 

Palestine. Only the futuI e can tell t ill l ppen. 

So e face t e yQar 1936. 1 .. 0 o e i le to lift the -Yeil of 

the com y · r. 

the event wl 1ch 

T · tis not 7 iven t mort·l men ut it is cl ar fr 

ve b en dev 1 1n,. in 19 t t tr endaa.s events, 

manentouo thin will happen in 1936 t · t ill a feet the deati~ of 

the world - not onl in lc.i.nd. 

t e liuhte of 1936 be r ter than th shadow. it e 

a y .ar • i the :tu.11 t enae of t e ord i• hardly to be expected. 

• cun hope d pra3 th t, th y ar willnot bring u war, that t ma¥ be 

a good y~a:r. 
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