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In 5'd.therin6 t e material for t is lecture on 11 The Seven_ ill ,""rs 

of Home 11 I found tila t tne accumulation Jf materi 1 r elative to this 

important subject was so gre t t11at I determined to devote more than 

o e lecture to this subject. I shall spe ' , t is mor in5 , o o ly a 

few of t1 e pillars upon w1 ich the security of t - e nome rests. 

:.iany s bsti tutes for hone and family !.l..-Ve bPen su06ested and 

tried within the lo nistory of hoille life and f a~ily. Tne lone history 

Oe.s wit upon eart . There • a e bee _ y v._..r i a t io s in the 

structures of ti1e hor.1 anu family a l l the way through polybamous 

marriages, monogamous • rri 6es, 9· tri rcn d tne :natriarch - all tne ·:a 

from primitive promiscuity to t:ae ultra modern free love and cuilaren 1 s 

colonies. There were euocns in society wren t e uo:ne was loo ed u ·;:, on 

wi tn religious reverence ~"ld tne family was reg:~rded as a sacred 

institution. There were other epochs wnen the founda tions of the ome 

seemed all but una.errnined in t!le se se of family ties a d loyalty. In 

some places, in some ages, tne dissolution of marri, 6e t.orou h d·vorce 

was extrer!lely rare and looked uu on as a tragedy. Tnere were other 

tLnes rd places where such dissolutions we r e so frequPnt andconmonplace 

that it as hard to overcome it. Tnere nave been peoples and tnere 

a r e peoples 1nere family or 6anization relations ips d discipli e 

are so ri6id and so elaborate, as a.mo t e Crinese, for example, t t 

tiey are tre classic patterns of the ecoI mic, social d religious life 

of the people. And throu • ist~ry too, my friends, t11e relative position 

of tre uembe . s of families - huso· d, wife, c ·1dren, t eir respective 

responsioility, auth rity, varies with t e age from time to time and 



, 

from place to place. 

T'.nat is all interesting to the story. For us, it is clear thn.t 

r~gardless of our variations and changes, tae essential idea of ome 

and family remains tnroughout the ages and through every civllization 

and it is clear that the best thou6ht of mankind a.t b.ll times looked 

upon the wnolesome fanily life arni t -1e stability and securit;vr and 

h., ..... rmony of the home as t ~ bedrock upon which many future civilizations 

can be erected. It is clear, too, that all the objects of man's strivint;s 

and expressions, all the ends of industry, busine$s, 60Vernn.ent, educ~tion, 

religion, :iave to do with the improvement, enno"blement, protection of 

family life. After all, it is the f runily, not ten· tion, race, group 

or individial - it is tne f amily that inte · r ates small group units 

which are t e uhysical as well as tne suiritu:...<l cells, if :,r ou please, 

of the soc i al er 6a.-viisms. 

Mow, it is · ot neces · ary for me, this morni g , to extoll the 

home, eulogize it. Tn-t is a f avorite tileme of poets, a vastly f avorite 
../ 

tt erne of poets. .le are born into tne home. 1
: e spend our infancy, our 

childhood anci. youth in the home. V[hen we r eacl matu.ri ty, we set about 

buildin6 homes. In other words, a complete name cycle engulfs the whole 

personality of man. A man is a horn~ creature in the fullest and profoundest 

sense of the word. Whe.ther one thinks in terms of heredity or environment -

both of these influences derive fr om ho:ne a d fa.-:1ily. They may be good. 

T ey may be bad. But they are inescapable. 

One word, ho ever, may be said in our day to evide ce tle su:preme 

importance of tae home i the life of the individual. Our a 6e, my friends, 

e live in masses. 1e move in masses. tie tnink b.ld act 
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in masses. Andi tne ma , the s ignific ce oft· e individual dwindles. 

e beco~e an anonymous sta tistical wiit i society. Tne tnoui;ht of our 

a 6e is c,~s t in nuge and round figures. T at is, for exumple, wnen you 

talk aoout an unemoloyed uerson, you are ot tni nki 6 of uim in terms of 

a perso1, a-w1ique unit, you are trinki g of one amon0 ten million une41-

p loyed. Even in business, ~n tra~e, in the fields of indu~try und l a bor, 

the personality a d significance of the i ndividual is subordinated to 

our economic function. He is a salesman. He is a machinist. He is a clerk. 

His value as a hur:ian being is determined in terms of economic ·r.ort· . 'i e 

a 1·e easily displaced and disca rded a na. so metimes our value is nil. ; e 

are simply n t wanted ar d we mit~t a s well mt exist. 

i1uividual dwindles et er In our r'.laSS a oe, tl1'-" 

we like it or not. It is so. 

it}lificanc e of t · 

But i. n t ~ 10 e, int ~t little world, in 

the home, as father, as 1 tner, • s son, ~s uaugnter, we are ends in ours elves. 

' e are supremely important a11d significa t. Thc:..t w~rld - tnat little world 

exists for us. It is our domain. ,e rule it. It is in the home, my 

d irreplaceable vale d friends, t • t everyone of us has, enduri g 

significance. Int e nome, oetwee. ourselves n tle family, we represent 

lif e's supreme mea ing. And I venture to say t .tin tne mo· ern world the 

home is remainin5 the l ~st refuue forte d.gnity a d nooility, the 

signific· ce of t1e individual . It is in tne home whe re man can r 0 ally 

live, todey, fi~uratively sp eaking, under his own vine 

with one to m 1'"e nim a f raid. 

d nis own fi ~ tree 

What are then, the pil la.rs upon which tne modern home c· r est, 

if it is t rest secu.rely1 I oelieve t · ·tin tne modern homes, t old 

factors of auth0rity, fear, law, economic depennence whic used to be 

stron ~ pillars i building a home a e o longer quite as cogent d valid 
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today. There are very few formal trad ~t . o 1 a~ tuorit~tive p illars left 

in t n-=- mouc.:.rn orld. Tn ·efore, wi1atever pillars e c· b ild to s· :onort 

a nome must oe of our w buildin and of our own volition. Such an extra 

bur en wnich life places on our p~esent day generation is part oft e 

price w ~c· we must pay for our freedom. Because ~e do not accept the 

mandate of trad~t · ons • d cove tio s, becau se old i stitutions a re not 

binding u:po u s simply because of tneir c:. 1tiquity, we must, out of our 

vision, nopes c.lld virtues, ev~lve ot ' er stre~ths and powers d supports 

or our omes will topple ove_our r ~ads in r~ins and disaster. 

ow, my frie cs, t e • one is not a romantic i stitution and 

home-buildir . is not a ro.oantic adve ture. It is a day by y, ev ry c 

uroblern and t a s .)f fre c oper·tive life. ome building is as ma tter of 

fact as the brec.1. d we eat and the air we brea.ta, but lir.:e the bread d 

air, God's grea t ~st ifts u to us. Tn nome re s ts not UD n ecsta cy but 

upon common se se w ic , as ou Know, is the l east c " non in tue w )rld. 

• t do we mean by common se1 se r Co:ru:ion St"nse is t.c • t se1 se u ic.c is 

co-rn..r;1on to a l l men and to a.11 a6es, thc... t quintessentia l wisd wnich 

'-'-'Q..M>.ind t rough lons, lons yeur s of tr· al anu error, of l E>ar .d g tnrou 

sufferi c; • d failure has athered, particle by particle, .,., d tre&sured. 

T ' t is co: :10 sense. T:i e accumulated a d disil lusi ned wisdo.n of hu:nani ty. 

ow t ere a res. · rt intellectuals fro ti to time ose lear i is 

bo 1kisn, fragr::ientary, recent, sometimes t11iruc tlu.:.t they ve discovered 

a profOWlder wisdom. ~ e they finally come~ ~~ainst the grind and 

test of life, t 1 y find out tat taeir little learni g ecked out in 

clever p rases are altogetner futile imd i dequate for life's practical 

pro lems. 
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Home building is a difficult task but not an impossible o e. 

It requires tna t common sense which includes knowledge and tne basic 

truth of econ Jmics, of government, of education, of wealth, of the 

essential hu.t1a11 relationships. It is a difficult job and that is why 

you see so many people wno ... mow how to set the world right who don• t 

know how to make tneir o,m family ho·ne life right. It is more difficult 

to build a happy, perfect home than a happy and perfect society, I 

assure you, ecause hooe buildine is an enterprise and a problem in 

free cooperative living. 

I srtould put a s one of the important 9 i llars in the security 

of sucn a home the democratic spirit. Jfhat do I mean by tbat? I 

mean by democracy, voluntary cooperative livin on the nart of neople .,. . -
on the basis of maximum freed,)m compatible with maximum respo sibility, 

on tne basis of freedom compatible with maximum responsibility. Every 

member in the home s:Uould be free - free to do not w.na t he or she 

pleases, because that hacrpers them - but free to develop their lives 

and interests within the framework: of the creative family responsioility. 

That is the only meaning which freedom has in families and society at 

large. No member in a family should live off or consume the life of 

another member of the family. Each one has rules to live up to, has 

privile5es and 6.uties and responsibilities. Each should oe free to 

make his maximum co tribut· on to the far.nily lif e and well-oein6• 

There are fathers, for examyle, who attempt to i mpose an 

unreasonable control over tne life and destiny of members of his 

household. He like s to xa.ct obedience instead of winning willing 

coopera tior . He is dictatorial. He is autocratic. He does what the 

Rabbis caution a man not to do. 11 A s ou.ld 1~ot c,--.st too much of fear 
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into his home. It is u21.d . u Th7"re are rnotners, for example, w o overw elm 

the lives of their chilure by exce sive solicitousness, by an exploiting 

and co suming love wnich undermines tne individuality of a individual 

and saps his initiative. Ther~ are narents WJ. o lLce to prescribe and 

dictate tre futu.re careers of tneir cnil dren ithout re6~rd to the 

c ila.ren 1 s Of;n i:r.1. tr in sic talent and incl inatio11 . 

There are children in the home who look upon parents as 

perpetual pay t ellers. They exploit them. T1ey assume that their 

parents are there to 9rovide them ~ith whatever they desire. They 

take1 In fact t heir wnole lives are series of taking - food, shelter, 

recrea tio, educa tion - seldom stopp in6 to a sk, to discover the price 

which is oeing paid for this taking, t i.e sacri ices wnich are indulged 

in by tne parents t o provide them with what t ey want. These children 

have no sense of obligations, in terms of giving somethinc; t o t1.e 

home , even when are able to 6ive. They not only nave no gratitude 

but they do not have the first idea of what is needed in tecJTI play. 

They are lone wolves, predatory omniverous beings . 

All t 1is I put under the term 11 the undemocratic spirit of 

t ne home11 , tne evil of dorninatioi.1, exploita tion and lac :: of responsibility. 

The reverse of this one fincis in tle hapuy homes whPre parents are 

content to guide their c ildreu instead of dictate tot em. The f a ther 

is head of the home - a s every democratic institution requires one 

head - wnE>re he rules, so to speak, not by far or by any punitative 

authority, ut by snontaneous love, admiration which his wife and 

children hare for nim. Homes where t e mothers a :::e intelli~ent i t · e • r love, 

t aining t eir c il ren into moral self-reliance and spiritual indepei,dence, 
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not snieldin6 them &6ainst the uuouilding trials and experiences of 

life, a home where children from earliest infancy learn teamwork of 

cooperating by giving service, cooperation, and the rendering of material 

contrfbution to a home - tnut I re6;:-_ d as one of the grea t pillars which 

support a modern nome - tie democratic sp l ri t of maximw freedom -olus 

raaximurn res~onsibility for husband, wife and cnildren in tne home. 

And as tne second. p illar, I should like to poi t to the term 

"Honor". One of t e ten com:na.ndinents, the foundation of our modern 

law is devoted to this concept of Honor: "Honor Thy at11er c:Uld t.ny 

;,lot:aer." i.1i d you, it does not say II obey". Honor is somet'1ing 

far more impar tant and higher ttian obedi ence. 

ow the glory of parents is when cilildren by their lives 

and conduct l a ter on in life l onor them. The u.ns:pea.kaole tragedy 

is when chil{.;_ra by their lives and conduct disrespect the ir parents. 

Parents hardly ever expect material r espect from their children. 

~mat they do want, their ~reat cs t satisfaction in life is t ~t tneir 

chilcren, wlen tney 5row up, by the fine esteem which they win among 
their 

men, W!lO by then character of/life, bring credit to tneir uarents• 

lives. Tha.t makes fathers and mothers brim full with joy. 

r1hl.tual honor and respect are essential in5redients of a 

happy nome - respect of clildren f or pa.rents, of parents for children, 

of wife for nusoand and hu uand for wife. "He who loves his wife as 

nimself, and honors her more tna.n himself, and leads is sons and 

daughters in the straigr t patn, to his house the words of Joo apply: 

1Thou snalt now that tri.y tent i s in :µeace . 111 
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Every member of t he 1ou£ehold is entitled to a degree of resp ect 

and nonor, first as a hu.:r.an p2r ~ona lity and secondly, because for what 

he or she signifies in the lif e of t he othf' r. Eacn soul is - ol grou d. 

One should not trespass over tnat holy 6rou.nc. even if it is only a 

cn.ild . Oft-ti , es • t is difficult to honor. Some times cnilc.ren find 

it very hard to honor a f ather when they know hi.n to be 5u il ty of 

dishonore:ole conduct in his priva.te life or in ds business or pro­

fe ssio_ al life. Sometimes it is hard f or c -i.ilo.ren to r espect ti1eir 

pa rents oect,.use t hey lmow them to be Jill.own among their friends and 

in the co!Illlillllity a s dishonest, crooked, u just, uncharitable. 

Sometimes it is h.: .. rd f or child.ren to honor a ;•ather whom they see 

year by year, more and more consumed by one ambition - even if that 

ambition is a laudable one because he hopes to bring more luxury and 

comforts into the home. Oft-times it is hard for chil r en to honor 

parents when their ambitions narrow tneir worlds, constrict their 

minds, deaden their generous impulses, tenderne ... s and good hu.rnor. 

If chilaren are sensitive at all, their esteem and reverence and 

esteem for their pa 'ents will silli<.: into tne du.st, when they see that. 

Children love to be proud of t heir parents even a s pci:~ents love to 

be proud of t L.eir CJ1ildren. ( ) 11 The glory of c lild.ren 

for tneir f a ther. u I have never 1 et a decent young raan w o ever 

boasted of the f act that his father had a million dollars. I have 

met many youn6 men and ., ollllg women who are proud to say among tneir 

friends th.at their fathers are leading citizens of tneir cornmunities, 

heads of ins ti tut ions, wor.ieers in communal en te - rises, respected 

citizens, me Known fort eir goodness, 5enerosity, helpfulness, 

social indedness. That c.ailaren boast of and a .i:e proud of. 
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It is very rd for ciil tren to honor a mother, for xamole, 

whom t hey .:mow to be full of sham an whose standards and values are 

false, ,. fi. sp e s er t....ay in t11e pursuit of p l e<:..su re, 0 amoli 6 , w· o 

t ries to rival ner neighbor in style d cosme tics, a mot er oat 

fift tri s to act t he part of ~ 6irl of sixteen. It is very nard. 

T' e wise p.1 ilosopher once said: "It is a 6 reut trial of isdom to 

-e our retrev,t from you.t wit propriety . 11 Some people forget t ' t 

-. a t is pardonable d even clever in a ou.n0 person of sixtee1.1 or 

seve teen i ridiculous in a person of f"ty or sixty. 

deme ors, its o 

code, just as it has its own set of duties and respo si il . ties, 

and to live outsiue of this aue is t o pla a f lse role. People 

on 1t liice tnat. Youn~ ~eople o 1 t likA t t. To e t rue t o your 

a6e, your station, to your responsibilities, to be properly and 

sincerely adju<: ted t ) t em - t '-w t is w1 a t we mean by dignity. 

How di ity, my friends, is not formality . It is not ~omp osity. 

i ity is tae resultant crm.rm d • rmony. a person's conduct d 

deportment in rytnm with· is posit·on, his duties 1d nis years. 

And cnilcren like to finu that dignity in tueir fathers ulld 

mot ers . Of course. t.cey want taeir pa ·ents t o be comrades. Of 

course, ttie want tne direct w ole-hP-arted spout· eous frie d.li ess 

o:f t.c-1eir parents . They On• t ~alt to see t n ir parents across a 

gulf . They ,. • t to be able t o 1 001.c up to t eir parents as older, 

iser, dt-arer riends mose lives a d w·,ys are steaaier, more 

certa i , more dignified t t eir own arde t, imnet ous, certai 

s . 

. e a fatner•s standard is no · i · er than is son's, w.cen 

a fatner 1s ambi tions are no mor noble than · is son1s, only more intense. 
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hen a fa.t er I s pleasures a ·e no dif erent from .... is son I s only perhaps 

a little 1!lore circumspect, t~.en tI!e so i as no o e to lo k up to, 

and nis reverence ~ d respec_t for his f a t1 er will be ased sir:I})lY 

upon t· e f act of parenth0od. 

Nol , Honor, I said, ca.- ot b-=> co, nanded any more t ... , love 

can be co ·irnanded. But it can be evo ed by tne na of 1 • ving. Si ce . i ty, 

candor, igh st -ndards rel'giously fo .. lowed and unswervi ly observed, 

f -.~ irness in ur ever:'-J relations ip, tie cultivation i thin us of t ' e 

real things of life instead of sna.m. I ot er words, stre gt, 

epe dability. If ·e ·-ve t ..c-.t, t11en our c 1ilo.ren will form an 

image of us in reverence plus love. This ima6 e of us will re.nain 

t Air uearest le acy throughout tLeir liv~s. Timt ettles the 

ting Wlicn I call Honor and which I rebard as anot er pillar of 

tue orne. 

And tnat t ~ t brin0 s to me t is furt er t ~ought of honor­

of family trad • t • on. l ow in a new pioneering country 1 i.Ke ours, 

w ere t ·1e aj ori t · - of tne uopula tion is composed of in:mi~ants, of 

c1 ilJ ·en of i ~~iu rants, in a society where we move from town to town, 

~rom n lace to place, it is difficult for us to gr ~ sp 1 L.. t ls r. ea t by 

f· ~ily trad tlon. e have even confused it with •;ealth, aristocracy. 

But it isn 1 t that at all. By family tr dition we man a set of 

standards, of id~als wnich ~re eveloped durin0 one ce eratlon and 

l an ed do n to another 0 ew~rat· on. T- • t is a spiritual in eritru ce, 

a lebac of a proud family tradi tio, oroud family lo alty w ich 

su tt:iins .{Oun peopl 'l J.en tney s t ab ut builc.in6 ·.' ilies. 

If Jewish home life i tne p· st • s exeoplary, it as in 

o s 11 der;ree due the f~ct t • t tue Jew oaid, tL1Tougnout tie 
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ages , no small e phasis o family tr~d1t 1 n. 

(Lecend) 

·1ords of so - II 0 ot n, heed to 1ealth or to 0 aut. • Co1 sic.er v ell 

~ ..-: . ily. 11 The P.abois said: 11 A man wco ua1 ri ..... s a omru for mo ey, e 

ill • ve c ildren t ·-t dll lac.K nor. 11 The 1 o: e tone of that home 

is bound to be a false o e. ·.1n.en t ese w lse a cie. ts suo e of u fa"lily 11 

tney ilad in mind character, respect, a famil without ~lemish, where 

culture and real values of li: e were cultivated. One of ne Rabois 

said: II rna s ou.ld al ays be ready t o sell everyt i g e has in 

order to marry ti o.au ter of a sc1olar, a cultured man. If he 

can't fi d a scHolar, let h im rry t.1 e c... '1ter of one ~.no is 

a man w 10 ias won reco i tio anc. honor in t .. e com:mmi ty. If he 

c 1t find sue a man, let him marry t e d.au ter of one w~.o has 

b een actively ia. tified it· religious institutions. He ne c 1 t 

fina. such a man, let him ,. rr,y t.L:i.e da.u..7 ter of a I!lail wrio is i o.E>ntified 

with philantrropic andcho.ri ta le i1stitutions. But never 1 t him 

marry the daughter of a coarse, bo ris , illit.:.rate person. 11 And 

now ou iave idea of 1l t people o a1 t • en t 1.e s oice of ( 

11 Pay eed to famili s. 11 Yow g ueo ,, le used to marry into f amilies. 

T ese days young people come to t ·1e study of t e Ra.obi to be • rried 

and J' U don't even see tne families. People used to marry into 

~a:ailies whee t.ere were lon trad · tio s, were t here ere proud 

memories, ~here tuey ere proud to prove themselves worthy. Young 

peoplie used to rev~re th past a.11· tne rev re tly planned fo r the 

fut e. Tat is ' t we ean by ( ). 

) . 
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A par :- t b his life. labor, ac ievement, leaves a trec:2.sure 

h.ot...se of 1..1er • t w ic is .handed dow to c·li1 ren. d tuey s id: 

"Bl essed is tae " f orVI o -::> are ts e.1. d ~r· dp rents - tuey of tHe past -

lave laid up a marvelous tradi t • on. Blessed is t e man 1 o has such 

a pillar tha.t stre gtne sand sustains an i aivid· ·1 . 11 

But tne home, my frields, is built by maJ¥hands, not merely oy 

any OI e 1 s hands ana. t 1 e L visible ia ds of t. e pas t • • d a gre;_;_t 

part u d r ve a gre~ t part int e building of a home. Tne ome is 

a li ,.c oet ·een t e past a d ti.e future . T e n o:ne is t e . '" ting p l ace 

of the memories of tl e ae;es and t.c1e i.lopes of t .1.e future. So family 

tradit i on, family honor, as well as t · e spirit of democracy, live, 

_. irregardless. as t ·.e f irst t o p illars upon ,nich t he r.:1.o dern ome 

shall r est in security. 
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THE SEVEN PILIARS OF THE HOME 
part I 

Sermon, Thf Temple, January 
5, 1936 

It is not necessary for me to extol the bane . niat 1s a favorite 

theme of poets. We are born into the home. We spend our in:tancy, our child.hood and 

youth in the hane. When we reach maturity, we set about building hemes In other 

words, a complete bane cycle engulfs the whole personality of man. Man is a bane 

creature in the f"ull.est and profoundest sense of the word. Whether one thinks in 

terms of heredity or enviroDJllent both of these influences derive tram bane and 

f'amily. 1!hey may be good; they may be bad. But they are inescapable. ,,,. 
r y ?. tl 

One word, however, may be said in our day to ~idenee the supreme 

importance of the hcne 1n the life of the individual. OUr age ia a 118.Sa age. We live 

1n masses. We move in masses. We think and act in masses. In the mass, the signi:ticanc 

of the individual dwindles. We beccne an anonymous statistical unit in society. The 

thought of our age is cast in huge and round figures. When we l talk about an unemployed 

person, ve are not binking of him ia ten111 of a unique unit. We are thinking of. se 

industry and 

labor, the personality and significance ot the individual is subordinated to his 

economic function. He 1s a salesman. He is a machinist. He is a clerk. His value/ 

as a human being is calculated in terms of economic worth. We are easily / replaced 

and discarded and sometimes our value is nil. We are simply not wanted and ve might 

as well not exist. 

In our mass age, the signif'icane of the individual dwindles whether 

we like it or not. But in the home, in that little world as father, as mother, as son, 

as daughter, we are ends in ourselves. We are supremely important and significant. 

Tbat little world exists tor us. It is our domain. We rule it. It is in the home 

that ever,bne of us has an enduring and irreplaceable value and signif'icance. In the 

home, be~ oarselft in the family, we represent life's supreme meaning. I ven-

ture to say that in the modern world the hane 1.li the last refuge for the dignity, 



C 
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nobilit~ the significance of the individual. 

live, figuratively speaking, under his own vine and his own fig tree with none to 

make him af'raid. 

----...._ _______ Whati f!Pe the ~he pillars upon which the modern hane rest, U 

it is ,it rest securely? The old factors ot authority, fear, law, econanic dependence 
I I 

which used to be strong pillars 1n building a home are no longer quite as dogent and 

valid 'bola,. There are tew formal traditional authoritative pillars left in the 

modern world. Therefor, whatever pillars we can build to support a home must be of 

our own building and of our own volition. This extra burden which life places on 
must 

our present=day generation is part of the price we/\pay for our freedom. Because we 

do not accept the mandate of traditions and conventions, because old institutions are 

not binding upon us simple because of their antiquity, we must, out of our vision, 

hopes/ and rtrtues, evolve other strengths and powers and supports_,or our homes will 

topple over our heads in ruim and disaster . 

The home is not a romantic insti tut ionrand home-building is not 

a romantic adventure. It is a day by day, every day problem and task of tree cooperative 
. i /J 

.MIi~ Home= buulding is as I; ~tter of fact as the bread we eat and the air we breathe, 

and /like the bread and air, among God's greatest gifts to us. The home rests not upon 

ecstasy but upon camnon sense, which, as you know, is the least camnon in the world. 

What do we mean by cODDllon sense? Coumon se~e is that sense which is common to; all 

men and all ages, that quintessential wisdan which mankind through long, long years of 

trial and error, of' learning through suffering and failure, has gathered, particle by 
ha. rd - w o Y) 

particle, and treasured. That 1s camnon sense: the accumulate~-,,. .ai1nata.e,enei wisdom 

of humanity. There are a rt intellectuals from time to time whose learning is bookish, 

fragmentary, recent, who think that they have discovered a profounder wisdom. When they 

finally cane up against the grind and test of life, they :find out that their little 

learning decked out in clever phrases is altogether futile and inadequate for life's 

practical problems. 
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;,; i. d you., it do0s I:. -;r is noMethi 

'!'he glory ot parents when children by their lives 

and conduct honor them. The unspeakable tragedy is when children by 

their lives and conduct diarea,eet :their parents . Parents hardly ever 

expect material return fran their children. What they do want, their P¥B 

satisf'action in life, is that their children, when they grow up, bring 

crdeit to their parents by the fine esteem which they Yin among men. 

That makes fathers and mothers brim~ with joy. 

ie its of 

ar1d lionors her mo ... e t::· 1 • .. :-:.u.c h • s so:is u...'1. 

ti.1u t thy 
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Every member of 1me household is entitled to a degree of respect 

and honor, first as a human personality, and second ¥IIUJI for what he or she signifies 

in the life of the others . Each soul is holy ground. One should not trespass 

., -
that holy groun~even if the tNspaaeed is only a chil~ . 

Ofttimes it is difficult to honor. Sometimes children find it 

very hard to horwr a father when they know him to be guilty of dishonorable conduct 

in his private lif'e or in his business or prof'ession. Sometimes it is bard for 

children to honor e. father when they see him year by year, more and more consumed by 

~ I ~- i.s 
ambition - even K that ambition t:M't illl hopee to bring more luxury and can.forts 

M • 

into the home. Ofttimes it is hard for children to honor t.a,r parents ¥1M--~1r 

ambitions narrow their worlds, constrict their minds, deaden their generous iapulses, 

tenderness}and good humor. I:t' children are sensitive at all, their esteem and reverence 

x:ttt for their parents will sink into the dust when they see that. Children love 

to be proud of their parents even as parents love to be proud of their children. I have" 

never met a decent young man who tllll!!' boasted of the fact that his father had a million 

dollars. I have met many young men and women who are proud to say among their friends 

that their fathers are leading citizens of their communities, heads of institutions, 

workers in communal enterprises, respected citizens, men known for their goodness, 

generosity, helpfulness, social- mindedness. '!hat/ children boast of and are proud of. 
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when a father's pleasures are no dif'f'erent f'ran his son's. only perhaps a~ 
/ 

more circumspect, then th~son has no one to look up to, and at. reverence and 

respect for his father will be based simply upon the fact of parenthood. 
;, 

Honor cannot be commanded any more than love can be commanded, but it 
~ v 

l 
can be evoked by ime way of living, thr~ sincerity, candor, high standards reli-

/ ".> 

giously followed and unswervingly observed, airness in every relationship, t1:le culti-
/\ 

vation ldthtr 1 • of the real things of life instead of sham. If we are strong and 

dependable) then our children will form an image of us in reverence plus love. This 

image of us will remain their dearest legacy throughout their lives. 

That thought brings me to tMs further theught of honor - fl 
/ 

:family tradition. In a new pioneering country like ours, where the majority of the 

population is composed of immigrants and children of immigrants; in a society where 

we move from town to town, it 1s difficult tor us to SI 1 grasp what is meant by 

family tradition. We have even confused it with wealth, aristocra But it is not 

that at all. By family tradition we mean a set of standards which are developed 
r 

during one generation and banded down to another generation. That is a epiritual 

inheritance, a legacy of a proud family loyalty which sustains young people when 

they set about building their lives and families. 

If Jewish heme life in the past~ exemplary, it was in no 

small degree due to the fact that the Jew lllllli placed no small emphasis on family 

-tradition. "Do not pay heed to wealth or to beauty. 
[ 

Consider well family"_:) 11A man 

who marries 1IIZ a woman for money will have children that will lack honor." The whole 
\ 

tone of 'w..t home is bound to be a false one. When these wise ancients spoke of "fami~" 

they had in mind character, respect, a family without blemish, where culture and real 

values of life were cultivated. One of the J'.bbis said: "A man should always be 

ready to sell everything he bas in order to marry the daughter of a cultured man, a 

scholar. If he cannot find a scholar, let him marry the daughter of one who bas won 

recognition and honor in the community. If he cannot rind such a man, let him marry 

the daughter of one who has been actively 1dent11'ied with religious institutions. It 



.. 
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he cannot find such a man, let him aarry the daughter of a man who is identif\€(1 

vith philanthropic and charitable institutions. But never let him marry the 
/' 

daughter of a coarse, boorish,i lliterate person." Now you have an idea of what 
\.., 

people meant when they spoke of _...Xichus : "Pay heed to families. Young people 

used to marry into families. People used to marry into families where there were 
there 

long traditions, where~ were proud memories. They were proud to prove them.i. 

selves worthy. Young people used to rever,. the past and they reverently planned for 

the future. 1'hese days young people cane to the study of a rabbi to be married and 

you don't even see the families. 

The hane is built by many bands, not min~ by any one man's 

hands.ail ~he invisible bands of the past had a great part and have a great part in 
-

the building of a bane. "Blessed is the man for whan parents and grandparents - they 
r 

of the past - have laid up a marvelous tradition. Blessed is the man who has such 

a pillar that strengthens and sustains an individual." The hane is a link between 

the past and the future. The hane is the meeting place of the memories of the ages 

and the hopes of the future. Family tradition, family honor, as well as the spirit 

of democracy, are the first two pillars upon which the modern home shall rest in 

security. 
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the hom f t h r, t er, s son , e ends in our lv s. 

, e ·u- u rer ly 1m )rt · t d ign1f ic· t. • t orld - th· t little w rld 

xista for us. It is our d main. 

f~iend1', t 1 t ev ryone of u 

e rule it.. It i in the hoe, 

e dur i g irreplac able v· ue • d 

aign fie ~•• Int e o.e. twee our elvee - n t · e ily, e repre ent 

unr e m~· 1ing. I ven\ur t ) th t in t e moJern world the 11 e• 

ho i re:mainin t e 1.. t r fu e for t ie d ity 

h 

nobilit.7, the 

1 i!ic ce f tie individ • It i int where C r lly 

1 , under his own vin 1d ia n ti tr e 

with none t om h m r id. 

• t e t n, t p i ll· a u9 n which t od n home c 

if it i 

f ct rs 

tron 

t e elyl I 

• • th ri,7, ! • r, 1 •, 

111 • in uildi a h 

1 i v t • t in th mod rn home , t old 

ndence which u d t o be 

e lo r uite a c ent • d v id 



• 

• 

today. Tb s e re very few formal tr d t . onal a.u t1orit· tive .:, ill· rs left 

in th~ ou rn orld. Tll # ·efore. l tever pill· r s e c,n build t o sunport 

a ome mu. t be f our n ildin and of our own vol i. ti n. Such extra 

bur n hich life pl ces on our present ~ gener tion is p: rt of the 

price wh ... ch we mu: t 03 for -lur freed m. Bee :use we do not accept the 

man te of tr d1t · ons und c nve tions, bec-:u e old instltutions . rent 

binding upon u i , ly becB;a e of their . tiquity, we mus\. out of our 

vis i on. opes d virtues, ev Jlve th r stre~ths d owers und supports 

or our lJ. es will topple ove our Pads in ruins nd die ater. 

ft'UI, ::cy :f'1 iettiEla, 1ne ome 1s not a ro , tic 1 ti tut ion and 

home-build1 = is not • r ........ ,.,,LI.ILtic adventure . It is ~ b.f ~. ev ry a:y 

probl m - t - ' .f fr . c op r: tive life . Horne buildi ia as • ... tter ot 

t~ct as the bre~d we at d t e ir we bre t..h, but lik the br ud • d 

air.Gd's gr t ... st gift• unto us. The ho re t not uuon ecst cy but 

upon c r non 11 e which, as y u i;:now, is the l east c ~non i n the w Jrld. 

• t do e rn an by c mmon enue ' Co:runon --nse 1 t • t, sense hich is 

co. on to all men and t o • 11 a ..,es, th y t quintessentic l wisdo wnich 

s f tr ·a1 d error, of 1 e, .. rnlng thr gh 

sufferi •. ~ und f ilure .aas ga thered, particle by _article, and tre sured. 

Th.1 t is c :DJ:ionsense. !l'be accmuul.uted: d '1)Ded 

• rt intellectuals fr m ti t o time wh e 1 arn1ng ia 

bo kish, r· ne t · , recent, s tim s thi t t they have diseov red 

a r ofow der iad . Olen they fin 11.y come up .... uins t the grind and 

t s t of life, tn ::, find out th· t their little le: mi ecked out in 

clever hr ee 

problerne. 

u.l toge\her :tu.tile ; d i dequate for life's pr· ctic 
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Hoe buildi is · dift ' but n \ im o .... ei le one. 

It r uir st t c . o sense nich inolu ies o le e • d t b c 

truth of co mies, f gov rnm nt, f educ tin, of ·1th, of the 

essential. hu! r l ti nships. It is difficult Job · d tl ti •W 

you s e so rnany people w ·o .1. • n to t the world right who don•t 

know how to • et eir ow lly hO. e life r t. l t is more di f lcul t 

to build hap :,, perfect OIUP; than ha y 

ecnuse h ce buildi 1 ent r ri e a _ roblem in 

free cop r tive l Ying. 

I 1ou.ld ut • o o. tne import t 1' l • 1n tne ecuri ty 

of sen e the d c tic ap·r t. y tmt7 I 

er cy, v lunt ry c~ap r·t ~ 11 i , of people 

t imwn freed c :np tibl wi th r _ ona1bil1ty. 

e er in t! e • o d free - fr to do not th or he 

pl r es, 

of th er t ve f a- 11:, r s1uilit . 

T t is the nly ch fr d • in ili 

l · r e. 1 0 r in <'· ily ould l i:•e eff 01 con 

d ociety , t 

t life of 

th r n ber ft f ly. 011 one rul~ to liv up to, 

privil 

l 

uti • 1d r OD l iliti . 

co trl ut on t o t.he • ily l 

T r f r 

• ble c tr 1 lif 

le,• o tt 

de ti 

C should fre to 

ell-bin . 

to se an 

of ember t hi• 

at xact b di nc inst d of• in ill 

coop r tio. H i1 diot · tori l. He .1.a utocr tic. H do a • \ tb.e 

R D 1 • tin n t to do. 11A ld t t to 
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into ia h e . 

the liv s o t 1r ru111 r 1 b xce 1v sol cit. 

d C ' iri l V 1ch d r .. 1::ie t e i nd · vi dual 1 t of 

e lo ti 

i div d: 1 

pa h ·s 1 it1 tive. r - re :p· e t, ! O 1 to pre cribe and 

d c t~ t t · ture C eers - tbJ.: r c ildr n ithOllt r ~ .rd to the 

c il reu•s ow intrin ic t 1en, d inclination. 

T er .. ho l u:,£; on • rent 

pe t l t -11 rs . Y e loit th m. 'l'n sume t t their 

parents a .. t re t ,rovide t with te-Yer they d sir. '!'hey 

t eJ I f · ct the r ol 11v e aerie of - t d, lter, 

recr ,_ti n , educ. tion - l to_ .- 1 V t CT r e rice 

which is ueiu p , f or t i t ich re indul d • 

in by tn p ,.. nt t r o 1 :'!I, t 1th y Th • 11 ren 

e no s of o 11 • tione. . th s 

• Tne not nly ve no e 

but they d not th f ir t idea of · t ls need d 1 te· plcy. 

They • r lone ·olv s, pr t r iver oein s . 

11 t ,i I put un r th te "th Wl ocr tic p" rlt of 

t .. t vil ot d x_ l .1 t · tion n lac .. of r ponaibillty. , 

The r ev rse of t i !1 a ln th ha yh s hr • ,.ents are 

cont nt t o id th 1r cnildr n int ·d of i ct · t t o th m. The f th r 

1 h d f t e e • a• ver de. ocr t c 1 tituti r ire one 

rule,, o t p • , no\ by f r b any punitat lve 

:uthori ty, but b 

chil r 

tr in 

V fr 

t 1r 

on ous lov, ir ti ich his wi 

• Ho hr \he otb ra e 1ntelli n\ 

il r n ~to mor 1 lf-reli c• d ri ·l ind p 

r loTe, 
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not a ieldin- them ..... ~ in t tne upbuilding trials t.nd e r1ences of' 

life, ho wh re children frnm 11 , t inf ancy learn t amwork of 

cooper ting by giving service. coop r tion, d t rendering of r. teri 1 

contributi n to a home - t • t I re~u.rd a.a one of the ,Jr '"t p illars which 

sup )ort mod rn home - th. d mo{~ r tio s:p .. r it f maxi freed m ~lus 

xi, r e on ibility for nus· d, 1 ·e d c iluren in the home. 

And as t · e secon p illar, l should li' e to poi t to the term 

"Honor". e of the ten co,.. ...... ~dments, the foundation of our odern 

law is devoted to thi concep t f nor: ••Honor Thy F""'ther • d tny 

ind ou, lt dos not ay tt o beytt. Hon r is somet ing 

far more imp<r tu.nt d hi 

No• the glory of parents is hen chil by their live• 

an can.duct 1 ter on 1n 1 ife h nor them. The un pe ble t ra "'edy 

is wen chilr r by thPir liVPS. conduct disrespect th ir p rents. 

P rents rdly ever e 1>ect m teri · l r PspPct from t.aeir chil en. 

,hat they do want, their re te t s ' tisfacti n in life is th· t t eir 

ch1lur en. l en they )"row up, by the fine esteem hich they win among 
t eir 

men, w o b thPD c r ct .r ffli.fe, bring er dit to tAeir , rents• 

lives. Th· t m ea tath r .d others brim full with Joy. 

nor respect e essential 1n ·redi nta of a 

happy home - r s:p ct of chil lren or parents, of • ents for children, 

f i e fr nu0 b d • i hu d fr if. "He who lovea hi wife as 

nim•,elf, d honors er mor tan h elf. an 1 ads hi s na and 

daugo.tera in the s t r i t p th, t h's h et e w r f Jo u.p ly: 

1Th us t t t thy tent i s in • ac .• 
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V ry m titl d t d gr e of r ap ct 

. d n r, fir t • :u.: lity nd econ y, b c· :u. fr• , t 

he or ifies int e lie S' t oth r. ch s ul 1 ly 

One nll n t tr p V r t t oly roun ven if it i 0 ly 

1 ... . . Oft-ti s t .L difficult t h nor. So time c 1il ·r n find 

it d t onor ;,,.. • th r \hey ow h t be • ilty of 

1~ conduct in hi )riv te 1 fe or in i busin • or pro-

fe io · l li f e. Sometime it is · d r childr n tor ect t 1r 

t y ow th to be n n 0 their f riends d p · et 

in t nest, er ked, unJu ,, unc rit ble. 

s 

y 

ti:n a it 1 • rd r c: 11 ren t h nor "hom they see 

b : tion - even if t t, y y 

iti u ls 

, mor and more con ed b on 

l·u 1 one bee use eh e t ri ore luxury 

comf rt into t • Of\-\im it 8 d for chil rent h nor 

p rent wen their, bitions rro t r ~ir w rld, con trict t ir 

mind • d ~ d n the r n rous 11 ul ea, t derne ... d g d humor. 

It chil re t· en i tive at 11, t r e t ce 

a\ em or t ir a enta will into th dust, 1 n y • • t1 

Chil ren love to be roud of t L r e t ven 8 nts love to 

be roud t .e i r chil r n. ( ) " h l ry of c.t 11, rem 

for t ir f · tn r . " I • V nev r r t C t 0 ver 

boa ted o th f ct t t fatn r . d. 11 1 d 11 ra. I V 

et oun l n oun wom n o are roud t ay 0 t ir 

:fr1 nda ti their f ther• el ·d citlaene o! th ir c iti 

h de f stitutiona. r era in C 1 nter: rises, reap cted 

c·t z ' e own fr ' ir odne •• n ro tT, helptul.n •• 
s c i l • • hi chil ren oat ot d e proud ot. 

d 

t. 

• 

d. 

- ? ~ f( 



• 

-
It i V d for cn11 rAn t h n r oth r. or le, 

hom t t o be ful l of OS do v· ue . 

f ••• send r . in tJ pursuit o 1 .S re, :ibli w.no 

t ri t e nei 1 style d c l t . C • J.:1 t e 0 t 

fif tr1 ·-ct e rt f if rl of en. It 1 V ry rd. 

The s ilo onher one id: It 1 t t r · f wi d to 

ur r tr t f r yao. wit yr ri t y. So opl fr t that 

he t i p ·do ble d e.ven clever in n ! lxt e or 

vet en i ridiculou. in a p 

very • it wn ~r•' it ora , it wn 

co • u t it t of dut • d re po ibil ti • 
d to 11 ut e of \hi ~· ls t o l e rol. ople 

on•t l t t. Y un o l •t 1 " e rue t 

ur t · tion, t o • t o b pr erly and • 
inc r ly dju · ted t t e - t t • an b di 1t7. 

0 di ity, f ri nds, is n t for li t7. It is not p oeity. 

D i t i t " r ult t • p r n• c nduct d 

deportm ni in ryt with 1 i po i t , hi ti 8 d hi e •• 
d cn.11 r .n l to !in t t dignity 1n t r f thers d 

m th r•. f course, t e . i their . it■ t o be c rad • ot 

cou t t e r ct • J. 1 rted auont· au !rie dlin 

of th ir nts. Th dOn
1
t t 9 t l ros 

f. They t t o be bl t o l o up t o t ir p ,nta • a older, 

1 er, ' r JO l ive nd t r, mo e n 8 r 

cert . • r di 1 1 d t · • t ir o ar l t, t u • Cr • in 

w • 

n f th r•a ia eon• , 

onl~ more intense, 
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hen a f ( ther • a l a ur a a ·e n dif rent fr )ffi is son • s nly _ er • p a 

1 it tl mor circurr.sp c t, t en t: one t o lo t • 

an hi r v 

upon th,., f ct 

ce d..nd ... ect f r i,J 

r n~ >od. 

t · r ill ' 

love 

be c ed. But it c e eY , d by th of 1 V • Si ·e ity • 

t n • ds r 1· • usly f o l lo1 d · d unaweni ly ob erved, 

t.irne sin ur ev 1-ry rel ti~1 ip, t ne cult1v: t1 n : thin s of the 

r . 

t 

s t of Inot1rwor • tre t, f li e 

bilit . If 1 ve ti t, t 1 en our chil r en ill form 

r v ren e pl love. u ill re, in 

t th · r 

l Honor 

• 

ti. t ri s t o .. fur t r t ough\ of honor-

• •~il tr d t on. i n eri • C try 1 - our • 

hr t h of lati 1 C ed of i 1 \a , of 

CJ 11 r in u. ..-oc i ty hr e ove fr to t to • 
1 ... . 

fi ::ult for us t :?r e · t i t by 

f ly trad ' t .i n. e ha. e ev c onfu ed it • th ., 1th. risto r c7. 

But it 1 n'\ t ' t b.ll . By f ily r· • t i r ,.,an a t of 

d • nich r evelop d urin on eni>r~t · on and 

,n t . 0 er n r t ;. on. T t • t1.A. rit r tance , 

a 1 C or a rou. lly tr d 1 t • on, r f l oy lty wnich 

t .J o l n ey t buil 111 s • . 

life i t >i t w· X 1 ry, it 1a 

1 e • du t th t • ♦ \he J • i • . thr t • .. 
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1ord o~ o not e ... • l\h or t o :u Con i er ell ., • 

: ily . The P. bis ., id: rri•- 1 for oney, e 

ill • e c J.i tlren t ·~ " :l 11 1ol e ton of t t home 

is be ~ l e one. t ·~ • w e · ci eut a s o e of f · ily11 

tn y d 1 min ch-=- r ct r, 

culture a rel v us f 

ct, il;r ithout blemish, wh re 

re cul tiv· t d. One f e Ra 1 

s 1.d: uld a l.· • re· t ll ev rything he baa in 

or r t o rr tl ll t r or , a cul t;ur d :m. It he 

cun•t f d Cl la.r, lot h " e 

a Wl l 8 OI r C t in he 

c· •t ch a l t > ... • r f one ha 

b act v ly i ... nti ... i 
~ ) 

·nstitutions. -Heh c •t 

find uch 

with 111· 

n • ve 

h d t 

Th se r B 

1c 

f 

w· o is i c~ntified 

bla l.stit .tin . But never 1th 

re , b • rish, illit rt pr n.• And 

ide of . t p n t oke ot ( 

li s . You.1 us d t marr into fam111 a. 

l C t th s tudy of the bbi t o be • rried 

• d u don't en the faz 11 • P t:>le used to marr into 

f· :nil a e e r 1 r tr d • ti n • w re th re re proud 

ori , h t 

p OJ)le u d t r • r tn~ 

tu e. Tht..t 1 t ••. 

roud \ pro 

t t 

y ( 

r v r n\ly pl ed f r the 

). 

,./' 
) . 
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b i 1 if • l._o r. chi v n t . 1 ~ ves tr· ur 

h s o i h.:::Jlde own t o ci il • ren. d ti y 

, l '! ed 1 or .1.om t nd randp en ta - t y of t ,l 

.lt ., l id u d i e .. 10 i • • uoh 

i l d s t - iu i 

u lt by r ds. ot erely b• 

0 ' d an t,· e !." v s of ti. p..-. t b.'. d a re t 
. r ildine of h e. no is 

li et en ths asl :f'utur . '1'h i e ,1ng lace 

of of the 

r • t • n, f· l. y or, 

.irr ~~dl s th,.. ir t t 

s 1 ... ot in 

1 • ti· s iri t f 

11 . a upo 

ocr cy, 11 ve, 

mo eru home 




