
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         156           55           493 
 
 

The Seven Pillars of Home: Part II, 1936. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



''He ~ tvv, ~ (Niµ ~ ~ tfu" 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ fkj itth , 

,l;, ,,,~ ~ u, ~ ? ~,{,A, 

pt.:d,, '" ~ t tu~ t Ji 

1L~ f ~ u 
~ ~ ~,, 

) 



I 



... , 

I 

_, 

, 
0 

I .I, 

Tlii SEVE.i: FILLA..-{$ ) .LE 
~ of Series 

elivered By 
Dr. AJ0a Hi Llel Silver ~ 

At ✓/ 

Tne Temple 

On 
s <~&.Y mor in6 , J ar 12, 1930 



In speaking 0f tse seve pi lars of nome, I discussed l as t 

wee~ witn you two or three oft ese seen sunuorts of tne s tability 

of the nome, namely, tie snirit of democracy wit in tie ome, the 

spirit of nonor, tie force of family trtidition. is mornine, I s ould 

like t discuss witn you a few more oft ese securities of tne home. 

I would li.tee to point, first, to ecan,)mic security. Poverty, 

my frie ds, is a dangerous foe int ::: · ome. Poverty places too muc1 0f 

a strain on family tiPs. Poverty creates friction, irritability, e aless 

mutual recrimina tions amo 5 t.ne memoers of t.a.e houser old. T.t1F-re a re 

families t · at rise a bove t11e ,ua.u ican of c0ntinued want. Tney succeed 

in nreservin5 family lo1 alty in their family, s lid- rity, in suite of 

tne w:;.~. r and tear of continued depredation. 0n t .e ot er iiand, tnere 

a.re many famili s w_ .. o oucL l e under continued an successive povert~. 

For novPrty makes t.L.e nome a focus of fi'etfulnes , querru.lousness and 

unhanninP. s s. Tne frustrations iicn are caused b' pov rty, sooner 

or later, come to oison t e well-sprin5s of natural af f ection between 

nusoand and wife, uarents and ci il ren. And cHildren, wi e tney ge t 

older, want ti::> run • wa~ from sucn a nome of noverty, s ;1ual_or and 

misery, and it tak s me d women of un sual qualities of caaracter -

fine qualities - t oe aole to live i mutual co ort, cote t rnent 

i tLe face oft is canst· t a ttrition of mind, spirit, e no tion, W' t 

d ooverty . TnPre still some ueonl int , w rld wio senti~entalize 

about tue upbuilding virtue of pov~rty, aoout its disciplining now r. 

It is true, of course, t • t some people ave been nelped by poverty. 

It is equally true t · t ma are 11.rt b it. Poverty is no bles s in5• 

n most i n~t ces it is a curse. And c rtainly, tie i stitution of name 



has litt.le to oe grateful for the fact of poverty. And society, if it 

is earnest in its desires to maKe t.ne nome a wnolesome place for the 

training of tw::, rising e1erati on - society OUsll.t not to put sucil severe 

handicaps on tne home. 

Every nome is entitled to a m~asu.re of economic security at 

least tne minimum in food, raiment, clotr ing, security a 0 ainst sickness, 

old a 0 e i surance, .- u.remployment insurance, opporti.lllities for elementary 

educat ion. Every home, if it is to be a w.tJ.olesome .ao!lle, if it is not to 

oe a social lia-oility whf' re ciwracters are destroyed - every home ought 

to ve an income sufficie tly adequate for education, a wnolesooie amount 

of recreation. 

The modern home, my friends, needs a great deal of state 

support, state protection for the individual today is not always or often 

master of ~ is own economic fortun~s. Frequently tne individual bre~d

winner is tnrown out of a j.Jb not oecause of delinquency of c1aracter 

but oecau.:: e tne vast economic forces beyond his control fo1ced unempl J

me t upon .llo.:ne. So, ecoiwmic security is o e af t.ue strong pillars of the 

uome. 

By tu .. 1 t I do not, of course, mean W'3al th. eal t.i.1. is no pillar 

of a uome. There • re quite as many nomes of the Vv'"'c.41 tny tna t are as 

disrupted as t · e i omcs of the uoor. T Pr e can reside, and often noes 

reside, quite a s mucn strife, bitterness, nate in tne mansions of t,,:ie 

rich as i tile novels of tne poor. 1 fact, WE: alt wit out rest, ai t 

of culture and tradition are a sense of .1.onor has al,ays been a cesspool 

of social i iquity in all ge erations · nail ~ivilizatio . It s 
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today in our own civilizatiou anu in our OWH a c:., e• T. •• t ki cl of wea.l t 

has always oeen a disruptive force i.u family life. 1 •• t t i1e iiome r ecµ ire s 

is freedom from ec )nQmic insecurity, freedom f rom tne over-nanging pal l 

of want. 

A • ome also requir ~s a certai deE>1'ee of co .. fort to mat<:e 

it nlPaSa.I t ... n livaole. .:er.l th n s never bee ,~_:a. is not tod.ay a 

requisite for the stability aid narmony of tne nome-. Y.)1L.1.g 0eople 

ou6ht to rememo er tids fact w ic 1 is frequently overlook d. I 1mow 

quite a number of people wno are un il l in6 to be married because tney 

are afraid t& t too much will ·be expected of t .~em in the way of 

maintaining expensive nouseholds. TLiey do not feel equal to tnis. 

T'.ue - do not wish to be reproached in later year by t eir wives• 

families, t ctt t.-ey uaven 1t ee able t o become wn~t is AllOwn as 

adequate provi cers. 

You1g neople ougnt to nave tue courage - the splendid 

courage to ,;et married aud to begin life modestly - to begin not 

wnere t.1..1.eir parents left off but wnere t.1. ey parents began. Ti1ey can 

enjoy life magnifice 1tly if, and t ~. is is a oie; if - if t 11ey can throw 
tl eir 

overboard t ·1e wnole set of false st&,ndti, rs of/social set, chea:p 

st£.ndards built upoL false conceptions of the values of life, of 

material pleasure-seeing, false display - I say, if tney nave tne 

courage to t.nrow over oard a w ole set o:' fal se str dctrds of alues 

whic o lo 6 t · is a ge, if t.uey i1ave the courage to live true to 

tnemselves t e r can be 6or 6eously a.ppy. Fortm a tely, many young 

people tau· are oe6 inni to do just t.ua.t, especially since tne 

depression. Youn6 people are nap:py, joyous in tie grand ~dvellture 



of ouildi g a r ome to6c. t uer, f req ently bot·1 or~i.ng to con trio te t o tne 

family bud.:,et. nd in sue· .. omes i s t 1e 5lory of a nation. 

1 s ould li~e t o n o i n t to anot er nillar of t e L me. AI <i. I - -
ca l l t a t Heasonablene ~s. Ev r y sa0 e of 

not to expect t oo much out of life. Life is not a f ool's para ise. It 

is also not a wise man•s p, r a dise. It is not a aradise a t all. Tuose 

wao exp ct too mucl of life - ti ose w.aose ex.;ecta tions a re fan t as tic 

and florid a id excessive, ar doo ed to in, t o cruel disi l lusionrjent, 

so t ia t sages of a l l times nave admonisned people to moderate t ir 

expecta tions in all t in0 s.~ It is al so true of marri ed lif e. 11 Tney 

were ma ·r ied a nd. livi=- d 1. appily after" - Th is is a nursery rI.iyme .. ,1arria6e 

i s no unfa.ili prescription f or une~ ing uapp e~s. {otni i s. Life 

is checkered with oeauty d sorrow, witil nleasure an pain, with 

ci ieveoer t • l failure aid blessed i s tie ., , indeed, or t.L e woman for 

whom lif e strikes a f avora ole ca.lance. 

uere are not always pr esent t e f ~vorable winds th~ drive 

t e sal es of our life to distant SWidry snores of nap ine ss. Fr que1 tly 

t.1 e r e storms and disa s t r ous win s of adv rsity which drive t i1e sails 

of our life to dis t ant, n'""rkened fo rbid • t) shores. It is al l in tile 

o nome nas a right to e~ ect t i tit i l l enjoy c ltinued 

alt , wealt , contin ed t:.ranquill ity. Tnere are i vita ole domestic 

cares, worri es i eacn 

wel l and ell-bei1aved. 

a ev r normal ome. CnilLr en are not a lways 

1 e are fr quently sickly an irritao le. 

us - · ds ar ot a l a:ys c s er~te n ev tempered. ~requently 

t ey ar naras3ed, worried, o f fuuled ana tiley ev1.d 0 ·ce t · • t De il ennent 

and app iness in the home. ives are often moo dare not al ,a:ys 
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lovin0 and sweet-tempe ed. T ey nave t~1eir moods, days of extreme 

ervJus, irritibilit. These are normal p' enome~a in every nome. 

ro one nas t1 e rignt t0 expect p .rfection of wif e, usoand, cu ildren 

or t l e nome . Fer tney are never uerfect. • .t1en you marry a woman 

you love madly, you assume tua t Sl e is t1.1e most wona.erful woman in 

tue world. 1.fi1a.t is as it si ould be. • en you marry a ma yo a re 

quite ~a -ly in love witn him. Tnat is natural. After marria0 e, 

the wise man c..:Jld t!1e wise woman tninK less of the adjective wona.er

ful and more oft es ustance - man a a. woman. For we are men and 

women and not augelic er a tures. e Ila. e o r t empers, m1ods, uerioa.s 

of for 6 etfulness ru d our r aso ule e s s w .1. ti.in tue nome i ... elps to 

bridbe over tr1ese gaps wlt' out c.. t dL 'ficulty. 

A lacA of r ~a onaoleness - r aso • ule ess - tenus to 

widen tn _..ap into a cllG..sm, an a yss wnicn e s i a oro en uome -

in tne divorce courts. Lacie of r easonaoleness nasty people sometimes 

call incompatibilitJ. As you know, incompatibllit is a frequent 

cause for divorce. l er E-: are men women w o never s ould nave 

married eacu otner. T1.1ey are comple tely mal-adj stc-d. T.1ey 1ave 

not._ing essential and basic i common to .1old t ... em toge tn r. Sue.a. 

people are better apart f r om eaci ot er. T.uey injure t.ue sou.ls and minds 

oft ir cnildren by t· ir open and sometim seven cover ct. nostility. 

And those w.nom God never r eally joinPd to '-'etner oug1,Lt not to oe 

forced to stay to ~t er b ties of marria6 e. But on t e ot.ner nand, 

in may cases , pernans in most cases - t1is incompatibility is 

willin es on tne part of men wome1 to lear t1e simpl 

less of give P- o take in life illin ess to maKe tne 

necess ry sacrifices for rautua.l un erst · di.g d adjustment. a failure 
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to r ealize t t t by ma.rri%e two pe opl- do not nter a state of per :ecti n 

and comple te adjustm nt but tt.-... t t 11ey simpl:; enter : state w iC! is a lon6 

traini g i CTU.tual un erstanding, not a career f mut .a l ue rfectio, ad ot 

a ca reer of recondit oni ~ o ea otner. 1nat os t p eonl call imcompatiuilit r 

is simply a case , 1r most i sta ces, of sti::tf- e c.teedn-=·s s w ici 

on st pidit ado arro0 ce. 

or ,ers oot L 

ea.so aole people i t '1in til ..... ome ca .... tr t o r .d-u.ce t ese mis-

t.. ersiaudi 0 s h d occasions for irrit·· tion to a millimum. Te will try 

to minimize t • ei r i moortance. . us..>and s a.:1d b.t.t1ers wi l l try not to ::, rin.-;:; 

int ') tie nome all t 1 ::. frets aIJ.O worri 0 s of tue busi ess world. He will 

remember t.1.1at i ome ou&-4t not to oe a clearin6 JJ.Ouse f nr all ti e r ouble 

wit.t1 nis partners i busi ess or ,i tu ni custom~ .. : s. , ives, to0 , must 

rememoer t.1at one can disciuli e oneself, contol one's words 1d t Lat 

one 's nome ca 1 t> . • 16. s .ould o a place of reft.1.ge for fat.uers. ,,ey may 

ave suffered f stration i t e world outside and comes t o i s ome a s 

a plcl.ce of solace, comfort a d tu uer s ta1 ding. 

It s i tue ome, m., f ri e.1 <is, w.1. ere most .1 n are ei t .. er made or 

br o1een. Tu£..t .1s eve .. mo ·e tru of women. It is .i t e nome w ere t .. e ir 

morale can o stre 5t .1·e ed or es royed. uT e spirit of man - t ... a.t J. elps 

.1 i..1 to endure is ome. A uro.1:.. . "'piri t - ; .. o cru e!ldure II It 1s in 

tHe nome tI at t e sp1.rit of ma 1 c1.:a oe stre ..... t 1e d. It 1s i 1 t .. e ome, 

too, ti ., t t e spir1 t can be unaermi ed 

And c.1. il re!1 , too, ou ·.t t o rememoer t.1..is le -: ~ n of r easo ia.· leness 

i t11 1 ome. I y-..n ow a lot of y ) U.U.0 p o le 1 o Du. t.1 eir o .s t foot or ard 

awa f ro!!l ome . Amo ol er people, a a:y f rom ome, amon& business 

e ecutiv s, employers, e en amon 

-=-t teative. . ~ l ist , v r of te 

p· r nts 0.1. fri nds - t .e ar . oo. st, 

t a.c~e c el "' ro:.n l clers - t .... : t is, 
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a ay fro~ nome. At home wit. their parents, tiey ar . t · e last word in 

impati 0 nt omniscience. Tneir parents ow notl ing. Tneir na ren.ts are 

old-f· s1ioned. Tney have antiquated ideas. All t t parents Cc -'-' iVe 0 

t,1em is t .. !e endorsement of t ' ir ideas and acti ns - c:1nd mainte1 ance. 

Fre uently tn y don't even give ea.ors mE- t but only m· inte ance. 

Frequ itly fatners' and otners 1 co1msel is regarded as interf re ce. 

Cnilare want to oe i deye.delt, forgettin ~ t , t n)body is i .. uepende t -

n oody - cert· L.11 ot yo O o o.9le w .1.or.1 l i ·e • s not yet nut t !rou • 

the .aard-tested sc ool of serious living. Re.A,sonaule ess wit in t e 

aome - ti "'"t is au i'Ilportant pillar upon nic t.ae stability of t.ue 

ome rests. 

T- e.i:e is y t ot er whic .. I c~ll go managerne t. Te 

no~e. of course, my frie ds, is a spiritual i stitution. But its 

admi istration, its successfi...l adminis r a. tion i quite definitely a 

problem in · ome management, domestic eco omy. A poorly !Mnaged .aome is 

discouraging. A mis aged 11 me is liaoility. I t .. is co.11- ctio1 

1ome oui ldin5 , l ome ma1 agement lies t · e role of woua.n - t e woman is 

supreme. 11 T e ise oma.n builds a ome ,J d the foolish worn' es roys 

it 'i tn her Ol hands. 11 T.c: r, t ir ... a said 2500 years ago. A ome can be 

made attractive and can be filled it· 1. ·oeauty ,. d by t · e wife d 

m::>tner it1 skillful manage:neut. It does 't require weal tn. It requires 

taste, kill, effici ncy, co:nuet ce, orderli e s, neatness, 1. miness, 

cozi1 ess c.1 arm. Tnese are tn . t! ings w1 ic a none 1 i va·o1e. 

Vul •• ri ty, extravagance, inefficiency, d .. tro t 

of w icn tne nome is tne framew r[. 

i 

"Sne loJks ell tote ways of ner nouse old 

r dwelling plac 

d dos not eat 

t · e red f i 1 ness. 0 Tne ideal motn ,r in Israel w·s co;.n-oete t, 
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cauc;.ble ~ttron - not the dreamliKe fr,. 6 ile dolls of :~eaieval cnivalry 

nor ue s11eltered p ru.dis.u innocents of tne Victorian A5e nor event 0 

11 inconsequeutial, fussy and irrelevant society l a dies of our d&y. Y0u 

don•t find them int e literature of Jewish life. Tne 11 motuer of Israel" 

wa s t;1e name bui lder, t.u.e skilled craf tsman in t ~t art. Sne wasn 1 t s ut 

out from tr1e world. Decio.edl:,,, t ~ey were part of it, dynamically 

influenci git . .But s.te realized t.ua.t 1er supreme significance was 

in tne nome and to society. Sne realized t1at tne supreme significance 

of life wa s int e orofessio of home building, of wife1 ood, of motner

hood. She was tne radiai1t center of tne fami ly. 11 S1 e looked well to 

t · e ays of • er - ouse1 old. 11 

You show me a home in which tne ,.e is joy, laugnter, pea ce, 

happiness - you show me a nome where -o eople li e to be and to whicn 

they li..ce to invite friends - y u show me a home 1hich a s been able 

to v. itnstand misfortune, eve impoverisnment, a1 d I ill show you nere 

a woman wno !k'lS been a skilled, efficient a.nager, w.o.o 1.1.as been a 

thoug1 tfu.l guide of ner chil ren, who nas loo.Ked after and r eared 
~ intelligent 

er ci1 i.lu.ren, who ha s showed/ interest in the affairs of her housenold. 

Tnat is good management. It doesn't come of itself. It can be 

cultivated. It can be studied. It can -oe acquired. Tiat is one 

of the grb ... t pillars of tile uome. 

Finally, I snould liK~ to call at lention to another pillar. 

That is, religion, piety, God. '1 If God does not build. a home, they 

wno labor i n it, labor in va in. Te house without God is a.n endan6ered 

house. A secularized nome is a. 1'eakened name. T· .. aome, my fri nds, 
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is more tian a uiysiccl.l ro'Jfed edi fice. It is a spir i t ual c? tmosuhere, an 

tua.t wnicil contri utes t o its sniri t uali ty, uelps to s tr n5t r.e it. 

ctiries all tne se qualities w1 ica contrioute to ti e noce of 

W. J. iC 1 I ·:1.ve s-ooken. Religi o ul o ces t e s eal of its autn•Jrity, its 

sanction u::> on t1.Pse f ..... ctors ix .i c1 1118.nltind ·1. s 1 ... a r n ed to e indisoP-r a ole 

to t ' J.Ome. 

ors1 ip in tne nome, , .. ·r ·ends, oJ serv· ce of rel 1gi ous 

customs ana. c e remo ials 1n t1 e 1 ome Helps to cr-~c.. te a spirit of rev c>rence 

in t e minds of c il a.ren. So )ner or L. ... ter it becomes inter twined witn 

the v rJ idea of iooe. orsnip , religi us observances, ritual gives 

ev- ry day life tone. T ... s:- se t in6s 1 ln t o p re serve t 1 .. e Home. C1.i.1.L ... ren 

wnose ey s • ve bee filled b .D. i ose imagin. .... tions ave oeen en.kin led 

oy t1e colorful ceremonies i t.ue ome, y t e L) 0 auty • d e;r a ce of 

festiv ,. 1 observances - by the Sa boat11 Eve ':er vic , t 1 e Seder o .. Passover, 

tile Ki dlint? f li • 1ts on I oliday - c1i il t r e n ·110 • ve tl Pir lives filled 

wit:i.1 tnis beau:.,v !>.r.d lovli >.e s s f ar cie t cus toms and ceremo ies come 

to a oc i. ... te later on in life all this vii tI tne nome. Their o e wi l l 

forever r e for t,em a ce~t· ia ,oliness ad sa ctity ad v~~ t,ey 
t n~, wi ll _r ~r oducL• _ t . Pm 

get ol c.er a set about building nomes for themselves in terms of s ctity, 

i t erms ex9re s sed int ir arly life. 

Tile homes of our uncestors w re m c 11 mo!·e mode st om s t 

ours d nine · ad muc 1 s s of t i comforts 

of life not suea.K of luxuries of life t i. ' v e • ve. ; any lived in 

one t tos' fu r k r nd dreary I mrassed gnettos' ta ,lr o nc w re 1mpoverisi1ed -

out not r eally - for witnin th ir oms ta e ~ elt tne sp · rit of Gouli es. 
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And W' en on t · :i.e Saooath Eve, t · t:-: fatHer returned from the House of 

,Vorsn ip to nis nom;:... a 1d saw tnf' festive Saboa th clotu spre:-d on t11e 

taole, t n e ca.ndli2s li , his wife and c.niluren rouna nim, he felt a s if 

:n.e were entering a sanct"'-lary. He invited God ar d t.ne angels of God 

to enter his nome . 11 :e l come into my home. 1·. ay 1our coming be 

in pea ce. ,.., ay your going fort!1 from7ho1 e oe in peace . 11 In iis mod.est 

n ame God d'II el t. His 1 om.,:. wa s a little sanctuary. 

This is a conce ption of trie family in our li :e wnicn is 

of t:ne very .r. '?art oi the Jewisr tr--a. i tion - ,. ot beyonci o r m-~ ... ns, no t 

unr.c::.ucna.ole, not .oeyoncl the livi.ng of tue average i.lU!llan oeing. Quite ., 

the contrt.ry. It is a real prc:.ctical 11ome out o 1.e whi cI was evolved 

t:n.rougn a r el · g.i. ous interpretation - tHe wa of nrof01.md fai th. 

11 If God nas not built t11e nome, t uey w1 o laDor, la.;or in 

vai J..
14 T J.c-. t is tn.e sum an.a. su,JStance of God. Tnese seven pillars 

of name are jus t seven e:x:oressions of t:ne one oasic thing. And our 

age, no le 2 s tnan ti:1 • ages of lon5 aso, neea. tnis truth. T:i. -re are 

classic ideals wnich endure. Regard.less of t.ae political and economic 

position of tne Jew there remains this one constant factor of home-building 

whic .. is man. 1 s magnificent a cventu.re and man 's magnificent ac:r. ie-,1e ent. 

And it requires t1e supreme exercise of wisdom, i telligen: e and 

spiritual 
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I • ., I ' i .... J fl ,/,, ""' ... ) • ,J,, ... ) :I )~,~ 1 /r 
...., ~ 1,.1 ,i l. 7 -. , - .,. , J~ t"' ·, -I, 

f' 9 f t, ve i _l s of no .. t I di cu sed l · t 

.o.ek: wi t two or thr e of th c: e ve SU'J ort of t e t b111ty 

of the h n c ly, the spirit f de cracy ithin tne n e, the 

spirit of honor, t e force of f amily tr ditio. 1 mornin~, I hould 

lie t di cu· s with au f ew more of th se securitl of the 1ome. 

I would li to p oint. fir t, t > ec oi i c s ecuri t:Y P v rty • 

--m:,- fr! end11-T \s a • geroua foe in t, hom ·0/erty p c e t o mu.ch of 

a tr· in on f · ily tis. ov rty er~ ts f~icti n lrrit·bility, 1 s 

mutual r cr i i tions on tne m mbers of the T e a re 

f 111 at , t ri • bove t d1cap f c nt ·nued t. T ey succeed 

in nr rvin f ily lo alt i n th ir "'am l y, 11 ri ty, in B ite of 

the 4 tear of co tinuei depredati n. t othAr d, th re 

are , f ili wo bUCi{.l un er c ntinued succe si ,., e ov rty. 

r V rt, · k t · e 
' f cus of fr ~ tfulne uerru.l ousn s and 

i s. The frustr.:.. tions ich are cuu db p V rty , s ::1ner 

or l · t r. c met poiso tne 11-sTirin ' S of tur " f ction bet en 

hus nd d if , pur nts • d c .dl ren. ildren, en t ey t 

ol c.:. er, t t run · wa.: fr such a h m :-,f pov0 rty, s ualor d 

mi ry, and it t i ea n · d women of r l ual1ti 0 r -

fine u.alitie s - t o le to live in mutual c mfort, conter t . ent 

l th ce of t is C n t, i t ttr · t1 i d. s i rit, Jtion, , t 

.. d ov Th re tills m cl in t h~ >rld wh nt m0 nt 

a ut t i upbuild n0 ~irtu ) f pov- r t , abut it di c i lini r. 

It i t t of cour • t t 80 ple ve b n help db pov rt . 

It 1 lly true tn t r hurt b 1 t. Pov rty i n 1 . in • 

In 0 1 t Cd it is e. Aird 6 rta i ly, the n tituti o e 
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• s lit t le t e gr teful f ort P. fact of ov .r t , . And soc1°ty , if it 

.t me h Jl esom place for the 

tra ining of tu r i sin .. t,Pner, ti on - s ".>ci t y u 0 • t not t put such eeYere 

handicap s o the h e . 

. ,v.-r -:., ome is ~nti tled t a :n'"' c.sure of ec momic s f•uri ty a t 

le· t tne mi ni 1n f ood, r aim nt, clot.ling , secur i t y c.a. _ains t sic e s 1 

ol <i 6 e i au.ranee, .... w m loym,~nt i n"urt nee, o_port iti s for 1 rnent ry 

educ .~ 1 .n. Every ome, if it is t ~ be u ol . oce u me, if it is not t o 

e a soc i l 11 bilit y ~h 0 re ch r ~ct rs · rP. d s tr yd - v r y ome ou.ght 

to h ve an income suff iciently ad 1 te f or eduction, a h 1 s e amo t 

of rP.cr , t i n . 

Them dern o e, rcy_ fri e ds , n ~ed 

supp rt, s t te rot ction or e ind ividual t )d;y ls not .lways or ften 

... ter is wn .con mic f rtun~s . re u ently the i nd ividual br~ .d-

winnPr i s t hro n out t a j >b not ec .use f delinqu.e cy of ch acter 

but ec~u r e t h e V st con mlc forc 0 eyond hi control or ced unem 1 ) -

~ent up on no"'& So, c n mic ecuri t y 1 on c£ t he s tro pilla r o the 

home. 

By t .t I do n t, of course, m (".J 1th. ul is no 111· r 

of • ""'om . Th e • e uite ,.. . ny homes of the .- lthy th; t e e 

di ru:_ t e d a<-- t 0 the P , r. Tn C r i de, and often does 

re i e, quite ,. .., ch t r i f e, bitt. rne s, • te in t s iona of t he 

rich . s ; the !OVels of t he p r. T f ct, i ~0 a l t h without re t.r· int ... 

f cultur'! nd 
J-

ense of s alw b 1 t a.di t ion .aN u. onor en C sp 

of soc1 i 1 uity in all gen r t i ns d n l l c i vi li :.-. t i n -
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- · l t 

om r ir 

1 fr~ fr ·- ec n mic in c rity, f r edom f r m t · all 

0 ' t. 

Ah o r a c rta e e f c fort t 

it pl • t n liv· ol . b d · s ot to 

r ui ite r th t bil ty d o of tn , e. 

c\ hich 1 tly ov rl kea. I kn w 

quite um er of pe pl ho r~ unwill1n t o • ried b cause t ey 

a.re a.fr id t t t oo much 111 e .. p c\ d of t m in t w· of 

maint·ining xue sive h)u eholds. Ttey do not f el ·,ual to this . .. 

Tuey do t wish to e repro ch din later y ·r oy ir wives• 

f, ili . , t t t.ey v u•t be able t b c w t ia . o s 

ad t rovi ers. 

Young ~eople o t t th courli. e - t lendid 

cour t I a:·ri d , nd t b in lif e od tly - to b gin not 

wher t r .. re ta 1 ft off but wh _re t ey p e ta began. T ey c 

d t . i 8 • b i if - if t .1. y C throw 

ov rbo rd th • ole Pt of st d·.rs ocial t, che p 

t i·l ple . re- e i , f l e i ·l· - I s , if t y v the 

cour t t d r d of valu s 
I) 

whici1 o lon ,.. thi , e, if ·v th cour e to live true to 

lv s - t 1e be ;> r ou ly PY• ort t ly, y ung 

p opl t to do jut t t, e eci lly ince th 

d pre· 1 n. Y ple ar Lap y, J oua iu \h and dve ture 
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of building ho 

f 1ly bud ,et . 

t t 1er. re u ntly ot or iu ., t con ··rloute t the 

n such . m s i t e 5lory of b. a t ion. 

I should 11 t -J p lint t • oth ,r pillar of t he • me. I 

• ' 
c· 11 ~ R asono.blene s . very sa ,e of mankind h - s dmo li shed e ple 

not t o xp ct t o ch ou.t of lie. Life i not a. f ol ' s ·· a.dis . It 

i s also not · wise . n•s :p, ra.di se. It is not · pr adlse a t .:.1.ll. Those 

wn.o exp .. ct too ch of 11 ... e - those hose x Jecta t ion are a.ntas tic 

and florid and exces ive, are do ed to ruin, t o cruel diail lusion.rnent, 

'fl, 
.e,e tit:: .t .., · as of ull tL"Il s ha : < r on le to odera t their 

expect._ t ions in all t 1 int:, F> . 
a f rn . 

d li e. It is ,~ls true rr "fhey 

ere ma r iAd d liv~d h pily fter" - hle is nur ry r 

i no unf ili , r acription fr une1di s . to t hi O i . Life 

1 checkered wi th o uty d s rrow. w· t h p l ~a ure d pain, with 

-chieve ent • rl -failure and bles ed is th ilall , ind etl , or t h omen for 

whom li~e ~trikes !avor a le oo.l.ance. 

Th r ~ are not al a¥• pr sent t e f avor ble winds th t drive 

the sule , f ou.r life t o distant s drJ shores f l~lp 1 es. r .quent.ly 
lfh' 

th ,r. tonne and dis~str us inde of · dv r ity which drive t n aa1ls 

of Jur l ife t o di st , t , urk ned f r iddi • iore. It is all in the 

•• r ~- in o! li"'e. 

r l ht t t tit 1 11 enjoy c . tinued 

h alth, WA· 1th. c,:>nti u d t,r u 1111ty. 'rh<!r are lnevitn ble ~tic 

• every nor 'l.l o. •· Chll r en r not a.l 8¥9 

e l l well-behaved. Tl ey ar fre uently ickly o.n irr t ule. 

n t l 83• c ns derate ~ ~v~ te:apered. Ere u ntly 

they • re ed., worri d, b fudl d • d they evid~uce tru ... t bewil e .nt 

and unha ine • in the hom . • i vea ar often mo d¥ and • re not l aye 
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lovin.> d sweet-temper d. T ey ha": t r m oda. a of treme 

nerv u. irritibilit. e nor n· n.ho . na in ev r home. 

N o e n·~ i~ ri t t exnect p rf ct ion of wife, hus • d, c il en 

r tie ome. F<r t ey re nev r .J r ect. en y rey a wo 

y u love , . you as t t is t ost won er!ul WO in 

t 1e w rld. t i s ' t ld be. hen y u a ny re 

uite I' d.ly in love 'th hi • t i t u ral . ter • rr • e, 

th~ i e , d th thi 1 s f the • djective won er-

ful and more of t .. ,e u t - man or we r e . d • 

omen d not e our t r • od .r d 

f f r tf n ' d ur r . 0 in l. me lpa to 

thout ;r t di-ffic t . 

1 of r ne» - r , o to 

widen tn au into c sm, an • y s nic end in . broken h m -

ln t i:- div rce c urt . Lack o r 0 o le e s ·isty ,ople etim s 

Ca.ll inc p tib il it,,. A8 OU 0 , ti. t ib. l i tJ" i fre u nt 

cau e or divorce. tfu r are en d omen J.O never hould h • :ve 

J.J. .y tel l-· dJ t d. Ti y n · ve 

not .in es entiul d b sic n c n t o nol t .m tou t ~r. Su.ch 

peopl ar better ·p t f r ra e ch other. T]ey injure t e aoula • d minds 

of th ir c ildre by t ir op n d someti e ven c vered o tility . 

.And those uom God never rP lly Joln°d to ether t to e 

fore d to s t · to th.r b tis or ri: .e. But on t e ther • d, 

sin most c· ea - th 1nco p t1b1lit 1 in 

i 

le 

c es , per 

willin s on the rt ot en d woe n t 1 rn the 

n of ive nd t e in life - t 

n c s ry cri ices !or t 1 un er t ndi d dJu tment. a f ilure 
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t r tUize t _. t by r e tw p~opl- do not nter , tate f ~rfecti n 

and co a:pl te dJu'-' t . nt but lon 

i, ;nut ,. 1 un er t,:u ding. njt 

.. st-- te hich i 

t ~1 p rfee;ti 

a c -er f rec ndit ... oni one t · er. h~t ost peoule c 11 

.id not 

tibility 

ls simply C e. i mos t in tr.nee • of ti: -n Cr dn 8 hich bor·ers ootn 

on st pidity ;.;. d on 1·roo ce. 

< le pe ple ithin t e ome C" ~ try t or cuee these mis-

un . erut, 1 d occasions f _r irrita tion to"' min • l"ne ill try 

t " mi imii:e t i r 1 •1ortance. 

int 1 tl:ie _ e • 11- tn•" rets ; 

ue ands 

worri,=,s o t. usiness world. He wi 11 

remember t thorn ou.c;ht t t o be cle·· rin h se f. 'ir a.l l th tr ;uble 

·1th hi put rs i busin '"S or it··~ his cut 'i i s , to J , must 

er tna one c . diocipli ,ne elf, c n ol o •a rda • i.d t 1 • t 

oni.:- 1 s h e cr.n cu s ould ~ pl1.1ce r refu e for fa.there. They rflaY 

bi.:.ve suffered f ·str,.tion i. t e orld outside d come t n h i ome • s 

a pli-Ce o )l ce. c mf rt ad und r nt~~d n. 

It .i.e ir t · no. e, frl z,.ds , ,l ere mo,t in ar 1th .r d 

br •"'l e11. l t i tru f en. It is in t ·1e ome h re th ir 

morale b st· n t · ened r Cl 

ir t end· ,.. i home. .A r=> ~fl 

t i, ho . e th t t • ! p • r it • f " ;i 

to • ti ... t t l!> -r- r · t c· • be un 

stroyed. •T e pir1t f r~ - t }.. t l 

p1ri t - h Ct.ill endure ? It i 1n 

~t e -.t1 en d. It 1s in the 'o. e, 

d ru d bro .. cen. 

lps 

r 

nd cnil r ! • too, ou t t o r ~nemo r t is le n o! reasou.:iblen s 

1 • lot of y ~o:pl . t their e \foot~ r. rd 

o• ol er eopl, ay ri'.l ham • ,on,., busine 1 

e cutiv ploy r . l8 nts o! fri nda - th e t,. 

tt 1t v. T .y 1 t n, v r y o te t e c 1 ro n ~1 era - , t 1 , 
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cu1a3 :from hom • Al home • · th their pa ents, t y a.r the 1 at rd in 

iapatient rnni c nee. T eir parent - o not i ;J . Th r p· ent are 

old-faahi ed. They hav ti te ide e. All ·ive 

them is t e endor en nt of tleir ide • cti~ns - und 

:rre uentl t ey d •t ev n <->1ve .. .1dorse.,1-nt but ouly m inte c . 

Frequently r ther • d mothers• c un el is reg· d d ~ interfer ce. 

Childre ant t o be independe it, forgetting t ·it nobody ia i depen ent -

n body - c rt inly not y . ople wnoci 1 i ·e t yet pt..t t ir ugh 

the hard-t sted sch ol o seriau.s living. R • sonaulenea tin the 

home - t tis · or~ t p illar pon which t.e t · bility f the 

hane re. t . 

ere io yet otner which I c 1 g 1--11C1ogement. The 

h .ie, o cour e. fr' nda, is a spirit 1 titution. But ite 

~dmi iotr tion, its nuccesatul dministrution ia uite d finite}¥ a 

probl . 1n home roanageme t, dome tic ec n . A poorly ._.c.u•ed llorne is 

i c . ,ic;,.,.ir.u,.,,., o e i 11 il1ty. In t ia coru - ction 

home b ildin0 , nt lie the role of woman - ta wo 11 

supreme. "The ise wom· builds · .ome d the !ooli h wo r oys 

1 t i t l h · r own r..and • " T. , t w aa1d 2500 ye a a.g • home can be 

ma e ttr ctive and can be fill d with b auty • d chi n by the i!e • d 

mother 1th a' illtu.l manag~.ent. It dos •t require ealth. II r uir 

t te, 111, fficiency, comp tence, orderliness, nea\ness, homine s, 

cozin as ,:: • rm. !be • are the \ 1 inga which ......... ~ a h e 11Table. 

Vul · rity, extr Ta ce, ine! iciency, 

of which the home 1• the fr work. 

tr th 1 er dwelli~ place 

•Sh 1 ~k • 1 t thew • of r housenold and do• not ea, 

the bred of idl ne •·• The ide mother in Israel•• competent. 
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capr bl ,l tron - not the dreamlike fr 61le dolls of eo.ieval chivalry 

nor the sh~ltered prudish innocent• ot the Victori Ag nor even the 

~inc ns u tial , fu sy ~nd irrelevant society l adie1 of our • y u 

don•t find them in the literature of Je ish lif . 1'he Mmoth r of I rb. l' 

was the home builder. \he skilled cruftsman 1n t t t. She 

out fro the world. Decid .cil~ , t ,~e were part of 1 t, dynamlcL-11.y 

influencing it. But she realized t \ her sure s gni iCW1ce waa 

in the home a.ud to • ~ciety. Sh r alized that the upreme s ignificance 

of life was in the profession of home building, of w fehood, of mot1e ·-

hood. She s th r o.iant center of tl e fumily . "She looked ell to 

th a¥• of her household . ., 

-¥oir- how me • hClne in which t e is Joy, laue:;ht r, p .. c , 

ha.pp ne3s j y,,n- show me a home where • eopl l to be and to which 

they li e to invite friends)- you. show me • home which • 1 been able 

to witnstand mi f rtuns. even impoverishment, and I w 11 show yru her 

a woman who ru a been a skilled, efficient mana r, w o h been a 

thoughtful guiae of her children, who s loo ed after and r Pared 
_!,q 1ntell1geat 

her chi l • en, who haa showed/int rest in the affairs ot hr h u ehold. 

That 11 good management. It doesn't come of it elf. It c· e 

cultiva ted. It can be studied. It C ' be acquired. Thu\ i one 

of the~ t pillars of th hO!Ile. 

Pinally, I should lik to call at ention to nother 111· r. 

That is, religion, piet.¥, God. dif God doea not build a home, the7 

wno labor ~nit, labor in va in. The h \a.Se without God 1• an endan ered 

hous • A seoul • ized home la a akened home. Th home, my friend•, 
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ia more than a phy ic. 1 roofed edifice. It is a spiritual. atmo phere. and 

th,~t which contributes to its apiri tual 1 ty, helps to strengtaen it. 

Religion sanctifies all these qualities which contribute ~o the home of 

w1ich I h.'.iv spo en. Rel'gion pl cea the seal of its authority, its 

sanction uuon thP.se r ~ctors a which manklnd h s 1 ~arned to oe indiap~n able 

to the home. 

lorship in the home, my rio~de. oo ervance of rel ' gi.ous 

d ceremonials J.a •ne heme helps to er l.1. te a i it of rev rence 

int e minds of c 11 ren. So Jn r or l uter it becOfn int twined with 

the v0 -ry idea of home. orsh1p, re1 ·g1ous ob erv cea, r tu.al give 

eY-ry day lif e tone. The e thini:-,;a elp to re ->erve the nome. Ci 11..ren 

whose eyes h· ve been filled d whose ima.g n t ona have been enkindled 

by t1e colortu.l cerem~nies in the home, b· th o ·uty r..nd gr ce of 

festiv .. ~1 ooservancea - by the Sabbath Eve s rvic , the Seder on Passover, 

the 1 indl n.., of light:, on holidq - children o have \hflir livea tilled 

1th thi be!i t, • ad lovline: ,f ancient cu toms and ceremon1 s come (-:I.A. ,- l,J~ 

forever ve for t1e a cer taiu hollne sad s ctity an 
.. 1e· wil l 1·~roduce t em 

get older and set aboo.i build1n6 home• or the elve in terms of ctity, 

1n tenns x :re ~ ed 1n their - u.rly life. 

'.rr.. horn a of ur a.ncestora t re much mo e mo st . om a t .. 

au.re e to~y. Y ur forefath rs d 1 ine ho.d mu.ch le a ot the comfort• 

of life not ape of luxurie of life t1 , we · ve. • aD3 liv d in 

ghettoa. d.u.rk .nd dr o.ry, .. '.!.rassed ghettos. 9.Ud their horn #>re impov rio ed -

but not rPally - for within th ir • om.,. the ·e el\ tne spirit ot 0() line . 
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non tne Sa bath ~ve. th . f - th r returned fr m the H e of 

,ors ip to his hom ands; tn festive Sabb th clot spr don the 

taole, t e c:...ndl~a 1·t, hi wife and ch11 re round i, he felt ~a if 

he• re ent ring ct · r. He inv ted God c •• d the 1 ela f God 

to enter his ome. • lco 

in pe ce. • ay your going forta 

ome God d el\. His om~ s 

Thia is conce_ ti 

inti') my me. ray your c ming be , 
fr-, h01 e e i peace." In • i mod 

little sane tu.a.r;1 . 

0 t e fwnil in our li e ich is 

~t 

of t v ry -· rt o· the Jewish tr dit on - . ot beyond our - , s, n 'l t 

unr -· cha le. not beyond the l iv· ng of tn v r e hum· eing. '~ite 

the contr ry. It is u re 1 pr ctic· l home but o which w s evolved 

thr reli g1 ou1 interpr t ~t1on - t e r found f 1th. 

"If Go not ouilt tn OC!1 • t y JlJ l bor. l a.1or in 

vai. . ti '11 t i thP um SU~ t ce of G d. Th e V n ill. rs 

r J re~· ion of the on b· sic thin • And our 

le . th ( ~ 8 of lon:.., , ll ed nle truth. '1".u - a.r 

cla C id al whic,1 ei dur • Re dl ... of the p l .1. t1c .... l 1d C n ic 

OA the J ... th re l" ins this e C t l-'~t, f ctor o! home-bulldinb 

w.uic is . 1 s w i 1c nt a ventur d rn ' lfic t chi ·,em nt . 

Ana it r qui.r t } pr n ... ex rci"'e f wi d i , intelll n • d 

sp rit 1 • 
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Par II 

The Tern e, uary .,36 

n addit·on to the spir' o honor. and the force of fa i y tra ·_ 

tion, t ere are other suppor so_ stabi ·t 

econom·c secur·ty. 

n t e om 

Po ert is a dan erous foe i the horn. Thee are f ·1i t 

r.:.sc bov ..,he h.::ndicu.p o ... o t·nu<.;;d a They s c ee n pres r L.g • 

oy lty ·nth ir f :1 o idar·t, in spit o;: th w a and tear 

o~ co tinued d predation. On t~e other had, h re~ ma , _a ilies who 

buckle und r co ti ued a .. d sue ess • ve ert .or poverty makes h horn 

focus ... retf 1ess, r o ess ad The ·r·strat·o 

whic are cased bJ povert;, soo. r o~ at-• po so . he 'h 1 1-s . ng 
;; e t • o. be .. sba d and ... e, parent .... d chi1 d n. Childr., n 

they get old r, ~an, to ru a·ay fr such a home of po, rt , s alor, d 

ise y, a1d it tak s me a worn of nus ,..l harc:.c r --
ualit·es -- to e ~ 1 to i mutual com.fo ment :n 

o: th' ons:.a. t atlrit·o. o: mi ~d, sp·r·t, motio , •Jr:i. t ad p 

stil are some people i th .. 10r d ·mo s nt • me tali 

virt e of povert, abo tit disc·p ini b porer. 

a o t t 

rt . Th re 

u bui di g 

s r of course. thnt 

some peo lu have een elped over y. It ·s equally true tha ma 

h rt by ·t. overt i no less·ng. I most· st ces it· a curs. 

Ce.tai 1 , the ·nst·tut·on o~ home .... 



trc-:. in.".ng of thP risin:_; c;ener ... ti O'..'l/ 

ru:nclic.~~,n o:i the home. 
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-1,j..l t ot to put such severe 

_,vr..ry ho!Je is en t:t tl '?d t -:, u. ;.:,.., ~.sure O.t ec onomic s0curi ty at 

le:.:.:;; t the n in.ir::rii 'll in food, r .._,.1r-.. '=!nt • clo t :dn.:.: , secur ity .::. :.ains t sickns s s, 

olcl .:t"--'e i nsurance, ... 

e tluc .. !.1. i ,n. Every home, if it i s t::> be c. :.'110 s .:;o::iP. :::.i.ome, if it is not to 

oe :J, s oc i a l liability wh 0 re ch r e.e t c- r s ar"'! d,:; s t r cyed - every ho;:i.e ou,yi"" 

s1-.:;:p ort, s t a te 11rotection for t:1:1 iEdi- iu~l t )~.:~j' ls not .:'.".lways or often 

.rinnc.,r i o t h r o\"m out of a j 10 ::.1ot Jee. '-4 • e of u.el i n'-i'U.ency of ch,.:.racter 

but bee:.... ... e t h e vast economic f orcr.>s ueyo .. c:. hls cc11 trol :or ced un e;11")l 'J..,' 

sent U) On / ,;:'.'('so, econ or.1ic sec,,,rit;' i,· one or t ho stron(> pilla rs of the 

ho:nA.?. \ (({..,yyt,{_ f_'> ) . , ,,.~ /J,? ,c_ l l t,,l i;, 
) ~ t-7vt/rVl'- 1.0'-- U 

By~ Id.,') n ot, of C)-..ir ::·e, m~:-Jl \ 10 , ... lth. ·:et.1th is o 1ilh .. r 

r c ~i de, quite <.ts rm1ch s t • .r 
J. .L e ' in th~ :nansio .s of t he 

rich ~s i n the hovels o the p .· )r. ·n f c t, ·:1 , alth viithout r estraint 

:-if cul t u r~ and t r ..ldl tion .. .,.. :- z r., so of' llon::::-r hr:.s <.!.l .,-cys been a cc s::r-- o 1 

- - -
,,... 

. , 
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cn._pr.ble :-,ntron - not the dre".mlik f-·. 6 ile dolls of Uedieva.l chiv~lry 

nor '..he shE:lt -red prudish i !illOcen~3 of the VictoriL.n g~ nor even the 

n inc nse~uential , fu5sy ~ud irrcl~vru t sociGt,y l o.dies of our duy. Yvu 

don 5t find. them in the liter.:.tG.::o o-:: -e ~· iz!.., life~ 1.lne "mother of Isi-.... e l " 

influenci:ne it . But she r eo.l:i.::;ec. tDd.t he1"' 1:r\.i'J.JZ-Or.:te significance wuo 

in the home and to society. Sln 1·e-1li zed that the ~uprei.le si.anificc...?J.ce 

the \':a:ys of her household." 

-\'-o'!I" .J!how 1:ae a. hone n ·,,Lich the : e is joy, l aue:)lter, pea ce. 

ha:?:r-,inens j- j1:Tu:- show me a ho:ne z-,.~~ro ·je:-:i-.:le 

t b.Gy lh:e to invite friends)- y-:Ju. f!.r.tJ·:1 r.:.e ._ 

li~·::e to be and to vihich 

a v1oc-1.4.'Jl who 11,.'1.s been a skilled, cf.':'ic:. ont ma=.lc.'-~r . t1llo has been a 

thou;;htful gu.ide of her chilci.r~ 1, ,~·ho ii.::_J 10 11::ed :uter und r r_,arcd 
E?.ll - 1t0ll ::. --·?~:~ 

- ----· r· ·-----~ 
her children, who h.:.s sho :ei , ~nt,r,:.:•est in vh~ affairn of h er houn0hcld. 

That is good rae.nagemen . It do ::;n1 t c ;i'3 o: ' t::-clf . It cun be 

cultivate • rt can be s·iu.die .. ~ It ca .. be .:.cs_·~tlr cd. That i3 ono 

of the f,!'~~ . . t pil le.rs of the ho:::ia . 

Finu_ly, I should like to cnll n.t e::.•;•ion to another p i ll~r . 

Th~t is, r eligion, piety, God. 11 f God dceo uil d a ho.1 o , th~y 

\?ho labor i n i·t . l abor in VCtin. T~:.e house ·:1 • thcu.t Gcd i s un eudn..'l;_;;er•3tl. 

hose. ~ secularized ho~e i~ ::er.:.Cc::1.G ho,n •. . 1£~1e home , my f rie.1ds, 

,.... 
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THE SEVEl PILLARS OF THE HOM& 
--::;:::: -- Part II 

se£4io~iThe Temple, January 12, 1936 
; 

IC\ I 

In addition to the/ spirit 'ill 1 honor and /tho force o! family tradi-
) I' I"; 

tion, there are other supports of stability in the home -- for example, 
IV\ 

economic security. 

Poverty ie a dangerous foe in the home. There are families that 

rise above th& handicap of continued want. They succeed in preserving 

family 1 •1r?tgrrt that n fnr1Jr solidarity, in spite o! the wear and tear 
/ iv , 4.f 

of continued depr•ation. On the other hand, there a.re many !am.ilies co 
" I • 

buckle UIMler continued and successive poverty. For poverty make the home 
I 

a foous o! fretfulness. querulousness) and unhappiness. The fnu,trations 

which are caused by poverty, sooner or l ater come to poieon the wellrsprings 
/ l I _,,, 

11atu1: :, l 
01 t\B.l. feotion between husband and wife, po.rents and children. 1Children, when 

I 

they get older, want to run awey fr~m such a home 
I 

,;-. 
xu.i••~ -- !t takes men and women of unusual qualities ot character - fine 

/. -
f 

qualities -- to be able to live in ~uel-eemf••~ contentment in the faoe 
M 

of _.... oon~to.nt &ttrttvm #¢·-......~, apiri~ ... .-a.t... want and poverty-. There ---still are some people in the world who sentilllentalize about the upbuUding 

/ virtue of poverty. about its disciplining power. It is true, of course, that 
' 

some people have been helped by poverty. It is equally true that many are 

hurt by it. Poverty is no blessing. In most instances it is a curse. 

Certainly, the institution of home.- - ~ 

., 
I 
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has little reason to be gratetul for the fact of' 1111-•tss poverty. And society, if' it 

is earnest in its desires to make the bane a wholesome place for the training of the 
i. rising generation, ought not to put sever handicaps on the home. 
\ 

Every home is entitled to a measure ot economic security. at / least 
t 

the minimum in f'ood, -•-~ clothing, security aga:1,u;-t; sickne~ old-age insurance, 

unemployment insurance, opportunities f'or elementary education. Every home, if it is 

to be a wholesome one, if it is not to be a social liability where characters are 

destroyed - every home ought to have an income adequate for education and a wholesome I 
amount of' recreation. 

The modern home needs a great deal of' state support, and protection, 

f'or the individual today is not always APII~~ master of his economic fortunes. Fre
/\ 

quently the individual breadwinner is thrown out of a job not because of deliquency 

" of character but because qast econanic forces beyond his control force unemployment 

upon him. 

'Ry economic security I do not.,w•■•,: of' course, mean wealth. Wealth 

1s not a pillar of a hane. There can reside, and often does reside, quite as much 

strife, bitterness bate in the mansions of the rich as in the hovels of the poor. . In 
I fact, wealth without the restraint of culture and tradition and a sense of honor has 

always been a cesspool of social iniquity in all generations and in all civilizations. 

A home requires a certain degree of cantort to make it pleasant and 

livable, but wealth has never been and is not today a requisite for the stability and 

harmony of the home. I know quite a number ot p1elple vbo are unwilling to be married 

because they are afraid that too much vill be expected of' them in the way of maintaining 

expensive households. They do not feel equal to this. They do not vish to be re-r --
proached in later years by their wives' f'uailies, that they have not been able to 

becane what is known as ai14¥.JM providers. 

Young people ought to have the courage V\ the splendid courage - to 

get married and begin life modestly; to begin not where their parents left off but where 

their parents began. They can enjoy 11:f'e magn.iticently if', and this is a big !!, they 
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~ 
can throw overboard the whole set of false standards of their social set, cheap 

standa.rds built upon false conceptions of the values of 11:fe, of material pleasure: 
r seeking, false display~ am if they have the courage to throw overboard the whole 

-
set of false standards and values which belong to this age, if they have the courage 

to live true to themselves/~ they can be gorgeously happy. Fortunately, many young 

pl-Jople are beginning to do just that, especially since the ~epression. Young people 

are happy, joyous in the grand adventure of building a hane together, frequently 

both working to contribute to the family budget. In such omes is the glory of a 

nation. 

I should like to point to another pillar of the heme. I call it 

reasonableness. Every sage of mankind baa admonished people not to expect too much out 

of life. Life is not a fool's paradise. It is also not a wise man ' s paradise . It 

-t is not a paradise at all. Those who expect oo much aa of life, whose expectations are 

fantastic and florid and excessive, are doomed t o ruin, to cruel disillusionment 

The sages of all times have admcmished people t o moderate their expectations in all 

things. It is also true of married life. "They were married and lived happily ever 

a:fter. 11 This is a nursery rhyme. Marriage is no unfailing prescription for unending 

happiness. Nothing is. Life is checkered with beauty and sorrow, with pleasure and 

pain, with achievement and :f'ailur9 and blessed is the man, or indead, the woman, 

for whom life strikes a favorable balance. 
not 

There are/\always present the favorable winds that drive the 

sails of our life to distant and sundry shores of happiness. Frequently there are 

storms and disastrous winds at adversity which drive the sails of' our life to dis-

tant, darkened1and forbidding shores. It is all the bargain of life. 

No home has a right to expect that it will enjoy continued health, 
~ r 

wealth, eontimled tranquil,ity. Tb.ere are inevitable domestic cares and worries. Chil-

dren are not always well and well behaved. They are :f' quently aicklf and irritable. 

Husband.a are not always considerate and even - tempered. Frequently they are 

~ 



harassed, worried, befuddled}and they evidence that bewilderment and unhappiness 

in the home. Wives are often moody and are not always loving and sweet-tempered. 

They have their moods, days of extreme nervousness and irritability. These 8l'e 

normal phenomena in every home. No one has the right to expect perfection of wife, 

husband
7
or children, or the bane, for they are never perfect. When you marry a 

wanan you love madly, you assume that she is the most wonderful wanan in the world. 

That is as it should be. When you marry a man you are quite madly in love vi th 

him. That is natural. After marriage, the wise man and 'Che wise wanan think less 

of the adjective wonderful and more of the substance - man and woman. For we are 

men and waaen and not angelic creatures. We have our tempers, moods, periods ar 

f orgetf'ulness. 11111. _gur reasonableness within the home helps to bridge over these 

gaps without great difficulty. 

gap into a chasm, an abyss which end 1n broken home, in the divorce court,. Lack 

of reasonableness hasty people sometimes call 1 canpatibility. Such incanpatibility 

1s a frequent cause for divorce. There are men and wanen who never should have 

married each other. They are completely maladjusted. They have nothing essential 

and basic in camnon to hold them together. SUch people are better off apart, ts-aa

eaaa e41eer. They injure the souls and minds or their children by their open and 

equally by their covered hostility. Those whom God never really joined together 

ought not to be forced to stay together. On the other hand, in many cases, incompati

bility 1s simply an unwillingness on the part ot men and women to learn the lesson 
I f I,, 

of give and take in life - an unwillingness to make necessary sacrifices for 

people do not enter a state of perfection and canplete adjustment but 

a state which is a long training in mutual understanding; not a career ot mutual 

perfection, and not a career or reconditioning each other. What 1110at people call 

incompatibility is generally a case ot stitf-neckedness which borders both on 

stupidity and arrogance. 
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Reasonable people within the home try to reduce these misunderstandings 

and occasions for irritation 'to a minimum. '!'hey will try to minimize their importance. 

jusband and father will try not to bring into the home all the frets and worries of 

the business vorld. He vill remember that home ought not to be a clearing house for 

all the trouble w1 th his partners or w1 th his customers. A vif e, too, must remember 

that one can discipline oaeself, control om's words and that home can be and 

should be a place of refuge for f~!Mliil-. who may have suffered frustration in the 

world outside and canes to his home as a place of solace, comfort
1 

and understanding. 

It is in the home -'vl'ieft most men are either made or broken. That is 

u:we even more true of women. It is in the '·home that their morale can be strengthened 

or destroyed. The spirit of man - what .... :.ti:Mt-t!rut to mm endure is home. A broken 

s,pirit - who can endure? It is in the .home, too, that the epirit can be undermined 

-and-broken 

Children, too, ought to rem~ber this lesson of reasonableness. I 
/ know a lot of young people who put their best :f'oot :f'orward away from home. Among 

older people, away from home, among business executives, employers, even among parents 
I 

of friends, they are modest, attentive. They listen, very often take counsel from 
.!

elders - that is, away from home. At home they are the last word in impatient omniscienc 
I 

Their parents knov nothing. Their parents are old-fashioned. They have antiquated 1 
I 

~t pareMe 
-\ 

_'bne-J.. is an endo~sement of their ideas and actions ~ 
) 

and maintenance Frequently-1-119¥:-llo_..~ .. 

counsel 1'I r•tPltd@d as 

to be indfendent, forgetting that nobody is independent 

interference. Children want 
~ 

nobody --- certainly not 
M 

young people whom life bas not yet put through the hard-testing school of serious 
I 

living. Reasonableness within the home/'- that is an important pillar upon which the 

stability of tae home rests. 

There is yet another, which I call good mMagP.ment. The home, 

~ course, 1s a spiritual institution. But its successful administration is quite 

definitely a problem in bane management, domestic economy. A ~oorly managed home is 

discouraging. A mismanaged home is a liability. In home building and bane management 



\ the woman is supreme. 11The wise woman builds a home and the f'oolish woman destroys -it with her own hands." That vas said twenty five hundred years ago. A home can be 

made attractive and can be filled with beauty and charm by the wif'e and mother with 

alallful management. It does not require /Yealth. It requires taste, skill, efficiency, 

canpetence, orderliness, neatness, haniness, coziness .., and charm. These are the things 
/ , 

which make a home livable. Vulgarity extrav8.ifce destroy the inner dwelling place 

of' which the home is the framework. 

"She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the 

' bread of idleness." The ideal mother in Israel was competent, a capable matort:1 - not 
J ~ 

the dreamlike, fragile dolls of Medieval cb1Yalry nor the sheltered prudish innocents 

of the Victorian Age, nor even the inconsequential, f'ussy and irrelevant society 

ladies ot OUl7 day. You do not find them in the 11 terature of' Jewish 11:te. The "mother 

of Israel" was the home builder the skilled craftsman in that art. She was not shut 

out from the world. Decidedly, she was a part at it, dynamically in:f'luencing it. But 
~ she realized that the supreme significaxw of 11:fe was in the pr~ession of home building, 

of wifehood, of motherhood. She was the radiant center of the family. "She looked 

well to the ways of blrr household." 

Show me a hC111e in which there is joy, laughter,peace, happiness; 

show me a home where people like to be and to which they like to invite friends; show 

me a home which has been able to Yithstand misf6rtune, even impoverishment, and I will 

·show you o1tiw• there a wanan who has been a skilled, ef'f'icient manager, who has been 

a thought:ful guide of her children, who has looked after and reared her children, who ., 
bas shonii an intelligent interest in the a:rtairs of her household. That 1s good -
rnanagP.ment. It does not cane ot 

It can be acquired. That is one 

L I D Finally' 

itsel:f". It ~aarot be cul:ti..-ned. It can be studied. 

of the great pillars of the home. \ 
~ 

I should like to call attention to another p1Jlar. 

'nlat is religion, piety, nod. "If God does not build smni)!ew-w a hane, they who labor 

in 1 t, labor 1n vain. " 1.'he house without r« ia an endangered house; a secularized 

home is a weakened home. 'Die hoae ■1xt•lwww is more than a rooted edifice. It 1a 

a•:•·•-•·-~, spiritual atmosphere, and that which contributes to its spirituality helps 
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to strengthen it. Religion sanctifies all the• qualities which contribute to the 

home .eCi•mllP••---eit•!ea.. Religion places the seal of its authority, its sanction 

indispensable to the home. 

Worship 1n the hane, observance of customs and cere-

monials,helps to create a spirit of reverence 1n the minds of chilalreu. Sooner or 

later it becanes intertwined with the very idea of bane. Worship, religious observance, 
7, / 

ritual, give everyday lite .tcma. 'l'beee things help to preserve the home. Children 

whose eyes have been filled and whose imaginations have been enkindled by the 

color:f'ul ceremonies in the home, by the beauty and grace of festival observances, 

by the Sabbath=eve serivce, the Seder on Passover, the kindling of the lights on 

holidays; children who have bad their lives tilled with this beauty and loveliness 

of ancient customs and ceremonies come later in lite to assod ate all this with the 

home. 'lbeir bane will forever have for them a certain holiness and sanctity and when 
/ 

they get older and set about building homes for themselves
1
they will reproduce them 

in terms a£ sanctity, in terms at expressed in their early 11:f'e 

The hemes of our ancestors were much more modest than ours are 
fewer 

today. Your foreathers and mine had •wwloJww• of the can.forts o'f life, not to speak 

of the luxuries of 11:f'e, than ve have. Many lived in dark, dreary, harassed ghettos 
) 

and their homes were impoverished; but not really, for within t~er homes there dwelt 

the spirit of Godliness. When on the Sabbath eve, the father returned fran the house 

of worship to his home and saw the festive Sabbath cloth spread wf•tw on the table, the 

candles lit, his vi:t'e and children ound him, he f'elt as it he were entering a sanctu

ary. He 1nvi ted God and the angels of God to enter his hane. "Welcome into my haae. 

May your coming be in peace. May your going forth from my house be in peace. " In 

this modest bane God dwelt. His hane was a 11 ttle sanctuary. 

This is :ta a conception of the family a which is the heart 
r' 

of the Jewish tradition - not beyond our means· not unreachable, not beyond the living 

of the average human being. Quite the cootrary • it is a real, ~ctical haae, but 

one :.Ila which was ' volved through a religious interpretation, the way of profound faith. 
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"If' God .; not buil~ "1le hane, they who labor labor in vain. 11 That 
I 

is the sum and substance of' it. These seven pillars of hane are just seven expressions 

of the one basic truth. And our age, no less than the ages of long ago, need this truth. 

There are classic ideals which endure. Regardless of the political and economic posi

tion of the Jew; there remains this one factor of bane-building which is man 1 s significant 

adventure and man's significant achievement. And it requires the supreme exercise of 

wisdom, intelligenc/ and spiritual devotion. 




