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THI ,.GS I DO NOT BELIEn m 

Deli ve~ed :Sy 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday, March 1, 1936 



v:i l help to c ear tne doi.1bts, LS it v:ere, in tnsir ·1e1 t'"·:,l world . 

So, fr )tn t.i.n: to time, I ara te .. mted t tc1~e ftoc .... of t.~L gs T d.01 t t 

1;elieve ii any more . It is i a se ~en nt6i. .. tive au)roac to re ..... lity 

&nd trut: . 

I 1c:..vs 11:..d. i:u. co,Jmon wi tn 0tl E:r r,e op lP ~ ~ eo. t nU! be1~of 

ideas 01 tne s1..b • '=ct o:: -oeace; or ~:xr mp~ e; i.1.0 to go about ou tainiu~ 

,.orld oeac J tl e OE st met 'OO. for t~i- uac:f: c, tiou o tre orld. _ useci 

to e i~ve i1 maJ1y .ne t oi:s I .Ll.iVe o come to dis·oeli ve . T'~us, for 

example, I no lon6 er belie re tl ... t nec-.ce c,rn. o nad t~ rough the ·v2.~' 

of pacificism, ti!rough a re usal 01 tl e _1art of am individual citiz-=- s 

to oec.:1.r Pr.ms , to ta.:ce P' rt in wr r . From time t'.) tir:1e ot ths iln.ve been 

go to w;. r . Th t is a dramatic, Ul d'.)U tedly a sincere e:~nression of 

people s i orror, distaste for r:·,r . But it is c. Dl toge t:i.:er ine-r ective 

and pur.Joseless e~fort. i 1ised to thini. th:- ta ithtio ug: inst armament 

v;· s a effective ,ne hod to :>e t ueace . I no lon~er tuink so . I used to 

t .. :ii • t1 t exposiz:: t ' e horror , t:1.e s t pid • t • of n r, ti1e facts .,_nd 

i 5ures, stat i sties , is c.. sure wa· o: E .. din~ ,; ar. I no lou0 er tl:ink 

so . I us d to thin:C. t:i.1at pence meetin6 s • n~itbt Oh for peace, 

arousiLt; he pe' ce se ti ents in t\e v orld o.S the w:i:: to m, ~e nell.C • 

I usea t0 tl i t: c1t taler nc on tr1 art of tions, irt rnatio al 
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pacts a '-ainst ·.;ar e..s t · .L way to ,, rd1)eace. don 1 t oelieve t ~tat 

all alJ.Y :.::io1e . Th-se mPthoris may be sincere, b · t t:i ... ey ~rf\ ..... wroni:; 

a n)roa c' , a futile , a sted effort . 

There is only one 'Na.,' to set peace in t11e world. When t'' t 

wa-;/ becomPs clear, it will allow maru,d1 d to help focus its tIWUt:fht 

on t:i1a t one way n.nd tu is to estL.blish a. .::-orm o collective 

sect.Lri ty so tl1<' t r a tions wi 1 feel secure a 6·ainst unprovoked aggressions 

an,1 t:i1 crefore a s a ·,atter of course will automatically reduce t~1e ir 

arrnarnents . Only av orld orsanization stro 6 , aule and r ead,; to 

exert t he utmost pressure t rou5n eco .. mic and !nil i t;.r.1 sanctions o 

t i .. e par t of recalc i tra.ut n ,,tions, OH violc or:s of covenants w·11 6ive 

securi t.1 to v,eL :-:er D.i:l ti ons or wi t. l ne SEt"ude t; o ... e aa ti ons to t iirlk 

of neace r a t' er t nan of war . 

,Jars and nreuarat ioi s for , a r wi 11 cease ".)_ .. 1~- • ndi v id 3.1 

rations will rcc..lize t.i.c... t ::.t si=:1~1l y ooes~ 't _!:>oY , t hut t e/ c 1 t 

5e t '.~,~ with it, tht.t th::.eLt of Wi.lr will not 5e t t hE>m an ;-,here oec:.·use 

t:i:1e 90Y1er of .:_. n interrn-_t ionally ore:a.nized bou,f of na tious will make 

it im:!_:>ossi'ole for th .... t i1 div id ·-1 nation t o carrJ throu5 a successful 

w&.r . 1 ay even t'J i 1i tiate e. • a r. 

p ,:,.ace sentime ts are not e wu;;h. T' e -"orce of puolic oui1 ion 

is ot enough. Y') 1 cm:not pPrsuade ti.e a tions of :ill ope if a ., reh►, sive 

of a uarticular t~reat t o r ely o uublic ouinion. A na tion cfannot rely 

on nu lie opinion . on t he mor~~.l s ntime1 t of t r~e world ti · t it s oulc. 

no resort t o re[..,r m&1en in ~ l - de: e1 se . T,-e-;1 cc: not r ust t· u. t 

uuolic opinion . t is too vu;'lle . uu lie opi ·.li ... , as . 0u .t01ow , 

ized, d·s torted, made t o do t ne wrong tr.ii · i st ad 
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tie ri 't ..... tions ill rely •)!l y upo~ a :orcef _ int r1e1.tl r ... 1 

• odv c· ... :pa· le, conroete t, rec to urotect ac ... and ver· nat·on w·t.i. 

t· e or 6 izatio a ains • ·:ron..; t:_· t i do; e . 1 th se o ·1 r 

e.C-"orts i.lUO! ... v:1ich ·e 're S e 'i c so :rruc' : our precious t • .. , er 

• d s us t·• ce are Whsted. 

d c"sive i roads uuon th belligerency of in1i d. Rec1.l n ilo on· ic 

1J ci icis 1 oel01 s to t.!L isola ed ew - t .. e soiritual • i-r· rc ... y 

'li1t.., c. n· ti on dAc} ·.r s •, .r, 0 ven n.eacef ..11 ci tiz s, 0 V'en 

n° ce lov L cltiz F, il ~o to ~r ott of duty, Jut 

1ot to u re ··crded • s r·al tor . u.-3.k r w· v, t e 

n ci it is t ef. ective , y 

t' _b, t will lead to c. ce . - er":: • re v ... r fe • p .:ple ir tL 8 •)rld 

W.l. We ,. a r . ... u don• t to sell ,)--:.cpl tJ.Le id.ea of per ce. ' 

.,e w r ii. circles L dvo atil g, e~ oll. . "' t rm.1~t do 0 p E.1Ce . ,I 'e 

r:ati ns ,,i ... ic .... .ti .. 1 be stro 

'-ffi'oow red u.na quicr:: t 1• os la 1:u01 a .1 t:1e . c... tio 1s of t _ .orld , 

s.rst , o_ lav,, in ot·.er w rcis, oa.c::C: db, os·tive pun·tive force , 

e it er ecor1 :ni c o_· mi 1 i tury, or bo t1.L . 

·:orma gell in hi boo_~ "F ace d .e _ l in II .•ot 

11 n. practicc:.l issue is fi • l ly re ·:u.c d t a cirni.ce • et ·een t: 

co ·s " : t emu] o • _ orce for 1·e nu1· os of d. fe.l ...... e b ulaci it 

coll cti,el b .. in la ; r t t e it old co netitive, 

individ .1 t od . 11 Ei r ·ou :put ore i t: co 1 t· e 

orb ni:::· ons to ac'... un i 'l. er a io. al , ... ct· "r r·t t·o , or 

us it bv .. ie 1 comp titi individua tl o • . • t ·. r n- ti n 



~il ; t ve o build un t· cir 0·11 fore fu.l s 1 -de ,_,e a 5ai .st v ry 

otner • tio s or coll~cti ·ly oil ~u a con. n e a_aL st ru , 

nc:. ti ona. vi lat i ,. t e 1 • "=: ... _, ' • 

I t .ii._ • ~-t t .. i.. <ilsbel ief o ""'i e is _ ective n·soelief 

· r.d I ;ould reco.-"le11d it tc l_ oe }:,le . .J..ne_·e :!!U t be a c ear 

li ect.:. o t:i ve1 .. tc ti: .. e u ,ace 1aovemE:n t t .. e orld eJ:c edir c all else . 

T. ·-t directi.) n1ir.ts J t1 o t: e inter 1a t i z al 

in tituti ... s a.. m, cl'in-=:ry or e.:. orci Tl 

is i.roor•a.it . P ' corne t ·er staid 

tl i , he· \":ill co inue tot 1. u-ace , \··ant n·· ce a .a. yet soe1d 

v r;.; , r. r , l r er b d t 01· x~a..~ race se~time. tin 

tr itec. Stutes is _r ,~tr t .. a it :is Y t 1 
" t 

a lc:...r er •• r oud et . • d . u. less tL ... e!·e s 

coll ctive sec· it , co0ni=-rativ se __ ·efe se, t' i ed actio. to r0 

th•- ',' a.k allstt·· 

~r a t r ··orld. • 1:-... r . 

woul 1 • .. E to te 1 . o ot·.er c..rt.:.cl L. ' r e of 

ief . o ot osl ve cou .. tr.; is 0 oi g ist 

or :· sci st t~• ~ t is c:.1·t • 1 o , f . P 1 p s 1e t . • i 1 a in 

i te llFc t ual eq ilL .. r'm i1 this 1 our _ coh sic . 

ni ted States goin6 Co -.1 • st or ~\ sci st toe: • or to orro :. 

I f i • t • • t t .. e e t r ss s 1: . er c_ e pl 

0 0 (' .... il r s, our yst rr. o-f" 0 er . e t c· e 

el tr ~t :n pite 

t .ro ce 
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a nobl r ;,stem 1 · e. They are not int re t d in over r win tlt 

nt by Tl. len e. I fi tl r1. t th -ri c ..n eoplP ar e no, 

class c ciou nd c not b ersuaded int c eed f' class 

tru ,. le. If th - r i C w r, I tll t scist trend be a 

little r ~ n ibl t an the i t tr nd. although it ie 

not n rly • 8 re t • • so . p pl b lieve it t e • 

It i n t rad ·c 1 ideas w .ich e try u onn ov rnm nt. 

but orthodox ide 8 Which tl ve t eLr u ef'ulne d refu e to die. 

I believ t •. t it be th 0 de tiny 0 the rn ric e le t • r 

out synt e a b en individ li I Id co ectivism. It s not 

written in the B 0 e ti 0 the pe le t t t ey 

st ss fr m t so p 1 Ct..11 11 sm• to -

t I C 11 ,. d CollectiTism ... The Am rlc, pe ple · s it• 

own w of doin thin , it own pioneer1n; sp i rit. hile 1.t may 

l d good fr m the Sl · vic odel coll ctive life, it wi l 

not cce t d gnaticnlly th whol rxi: phil a pn , d will not 

u scribe t it fr all ti d fr ·11 place. 
in 7oing over to Com 

Th Rt si people di not h: .ve to 
11am 
crlfice 150 y i rs 

0 P r freedor , 0 ree t1e1pat • n ln e;oT n·_ nt, of 

in; li r ghte. Th n ople nth~ t do viol nee 

to • s ential sect r th ir r ci l culture w 1 ch r r the 

le ans tr· ying a xi of in1t1 tiv d 

ent rise - the V r w f of A ric· n life. 

n o I b.: ve rticle r Unb lief hich I 

el 1 v • lpa t u 1 t n cert n bil"ty i t 1 1.ng n 

t 1~ pre t • . Id n•t 11 v t tour e 1 1 goi ~ cia, 

r Commun \. 



-6-

Another Article of Unbelief is tha t Liberalism is dead. I 

do not believe that Liberalism is dead, either as a wa::, of life or 

as a goal of life. I know that Liberalism is more or less a discredited 

thing today. 

I lal.ow that our mood is still a mood of tension, emergency. I know 

that some people feel that the only way to change things is through 

ruthlessness, change and destruction. The mood of our people is 

still pathological, not only from the World War but from what followed 

tne war - the breakdown in democratic government in the world, the 

econ0mic depression which is unparalleled in the history of mankind. 

These and many other factors have given us the kind of world we have, 

a world apprehensive, full of madness. Yet I believe that the principle 

of progress through liberalism, human advancement through the free 

exercise of man's power of will has got to reassert itself and I 

believe it is beginning to reassert itself today. 

A few days ago I came across an article by one of the 

greatests minds today, Professor Dewey, who had been wavering between 

Li•eralism and Dictatorship, but who has come finally to the steady 

light of a firm conviction. He writes: 

Radicalism in the minds of many, however, both among its 
professed adherents and its bitter enemies, is identified with a 
particular method of changing the system. To them, it means the change 
of the present system by violent overthrow. Radicalism of this sort 
is opposed to liberalism and liberalism is opposed to it. Far 
liberalism both by its history and by its own nature is cormnitted to 
democratic methods of effecting social change. 

The idea of forcing men to be free is an old idea, but by 
nature it is op ~osed to freedom. Freedom is not something that can 
be handed to men as a gift from outside, whether by old-fashioned 
dynastic benevolent despotisms or by new-fashioned dictatorships, 
whether of the proletarian or of the Fascist order. It is something 



-7-

which can be had only as individuals participate in winning it, and 
this fact, rather than some particular political mechanism, is the 
essence of democratic liberalism. 

The denial of the democratic method of achieving social 
control is in part the product of sheer impatience and romantic 
longing for a short-cut which if it were taken would defeat its 
own end. It is in part the fruit of the Russian revolution, 
oblivious of the fact that Russia never had a:ny democratic tradition 
in its whole history and was accustomed to dictatorial rule in aw~ 
that is foreign to the spirit of every Western country. In part, 
it is the product of the capture of the nnchinery of democratic 
legislation and administration by the dominant economic power, 
known for short as plutocracy or r1 the interests. 11 

Discontent with democracy as it operates under conditions 
of exploitation by special interests has justification. But the 
notion that the remedy is violence and a civil war between classes 
is a counsel of despair. If the method of violence and civil war 
be adopted the end will be either fascism, open and undisguised, 
or the co!IIIIlon ruin of both parties to the struggle. The democratic 
method of social change is slow; it labors under many and serious 
handicaps imposed by the undemocratic character of what passes for 
democracy. But it is the method of liberalism, with its belief 
that liberty is the means as well as the goal and that only through 
the development of individuals in their voluntary cooperation with 
one another can the development of individuality be made secure 
and enduring. 

I pass on to one other article of unbelief. I do not believe 

that science can save mankind. I do not believe tnat salvation of mankind 

lies in the conquest of knowledge. I have seen and you have seen that 

a high level of scientific development can be destroyed - as in the 

case of Germany - with brutality and ruthlessness. 

Thoughtful people nave begun to speak questioningly about the 

advances of science. Science has lengthened life. Eut what do we do with 

our lengthened lives? Science has made possible greater ease in traveling. 

Where do we travel? Science has made possible easier communication between 

people? But what are we communicating? Science bas given man more 
that 

power. Eut what is he doing with illllll power? Is he using that power to 
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er te or t d str.y? 

wit t t accumul · ted 

are a c tin lt.h. t iat • ewe din 

t. I 

Scie ce ill not sav t · ld. Rt· er it is bringi us 

very n • r t ri of dis· ster. It is onl. t e cience oft, inner 

life, n lfl es , 1 ¥e, t · twill · ve ' ind. 

T er~f re. a.not ~r ticle of dis el "ef i th: t "rel i n 

i s ing.M Rel · on i s not dying d T do not believe rel 1gi n is 

ing bee use I b l i . :e in t e future will t live on e port of 

life. e once it puts efinitely a th enace of life which 

con ronts it in t e - spiritual sci tific ci vilization wnich a 

deYeloped • d turns s ly abut, it will b 1n to redefine and 

re-emp siae t e dog s f spirit 1 life. 

There 111 co a , , as the Proph t Jer e i sa. id - Th r 

come· ay en t re ill be a e t thirst. a hun6 er int eland and 

· t ill not beat irst fr · tr nor a :un r fr brad but it will be 

a hun er . thir t t hw • t e • rds f Go. Peopl er c ~ing to 

hun er ain forte sniritual life . The are c i t thirst a · in 

for life w11 1ch is orP t • food, rc;.i ent shelter. 

Rev rence, 8 ctity, i e s, p rit 1 discipline - t t 

Religio . Thus in essence , el1 ion, friends, never chan s. 

Church s, s gu a, . . under o 11 it d f tr 8 • tio . :Bu\ 

•s outr ac in r Go li e s . r Ju t r, nobl r,aweet r . of 

life - t • t dure _ orev r . d 
. t i r 11 ion d t t, 1 · 1 D 

c· n v r die. 

ill 
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The ideal s w11lch we f · su1Jn out o "' o own hands cc:n be very 
~ - . cu 1 1ing , amazing , but t ey c s.i.ot s,~v e1' It 1s 1 11 t he id0al s wh ich we 

f r.. si i on i 1 side f us t hat c, n s ve us . Thcr- ,..re pe pl e in t he world 

• o s y : If e c oul r l y change t his c nomic sys tem - ot r t i. s 

would c i:ie r ight of t hemselves. 

The r e~l c o tinents f or the improvem~ t of hU"all lif e e wi th ' n man -

t h~ Isle i i n . Religion has cone rned i t Plf . i th th i s I sle , i t h i n. 

Religion h - S tri d t · ten.c , t edu ,_te ;nan , how t o pr actice self-

r s t r a int . ho t 0 subl tw~te hi~self . o t ~ su stitu te t he r ~d t 1ry 

instincts f • h ich are-• r mful f or mutual ly elp fu.l ones . 
man 

Rel igion • s giv ;:r;;:se t of i de l s w11ich i f Ii ed b, i l l enable : i m 

t o et a · zi mum o s~t i sf ct ·on ut o l iving. 

A.nG. so l iev t · t t ' e prophecy t hat R l igion is d.J i ng , i s f alse. 

( qu ot .. t ion) 
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The New York Times Magazine, February 23, 1936. 

NOW OPERA IS STREAMLINED 
Singers Upholstered in the Victorian Manner 

Are Being Replaced by Slenderer Artists 

( COt&tinued I om Page 15 J maiden who caled clo to 200. 

As Mr. Johnson, serving his first 
ing. It was the voice that counted, year as general manager of the 

and 4r a singer united a beautiful Metropolitan, states the case : "Our 

voice with a beautiful figure, so new audience does not know bow 

much to the good. But girth and · much it knows. Its experience has 

breadth were held against no man been so extensive that rigorous 

or woman. standards have been absorbed, 

However, forces were at work sometimes unconsciously. The the- · 

that were bound to alter the com- atre and, particularly, the screen 

~on of operatic standards. A have idealized stage people, and 

theatre like the Metropolitan the opera must do its best to con­

Opera House ran into pecuniary form to these ideals." 

23 

r'ro11, Ha,-p,,·'11· lVeek/71 (('uh,,r 8en1icr-J difficulties and found that it bad Mr. Johnson, for the Metropoli­

to tum to the general public for tan. is striving to restore the stage 

aupport. The radio had jmmeas- picture to its rightful place. He 

urably widened the field of interest believes that opera, since it com­

In opera. The Metropolitan had to bines music and the drama, can­

reach this new audience; opera had : not afford to ignore the dramatic 

to take on a semblance o:f demo- ' element. His program embraces, 

cratization or go under. ultimately, better lighting, smarter 

Opening night at the Metropolitan in the days of caniag~-

Tbe Metropolitan did not go un- sets, correct costumes and more 

der, and a large new public en- fluid staging, as well as singers 

tered its portals. It was an audi- who have the modern ''physique du 

ence that bad become accustomed r6le." 
to the high visuaJ standards set b) 
smooth Broadway and Hollywood 
productions. It was an audience 
that would not hesitate to titter 
audibly when a mastodonic juve• 
nile tried to embrace a ponderous 
soubrette, no matter how well the 
pair sang. It was an audience that 
would not take seriously the plaint, 
compelling though the melody and 
the voice might be, of a love-sick 

"It must be emphasized," Mr. 
Johnson 01:Jserves, "that 'physique 
du r6le' is a relevant concept. The 
proportions of a figure are a prime 
consideration. A big man, even 
one with some excess weight, may 
look all right in a Wagner music­
drama that treats of Norse gods 
and godlike heroes, yet seem out 
of place in another r0le. 

"A singer must be able, above 

all else, to sing. But the first thing 
people do at the opera is to see, not 
to hear, and if they are inexperi­
enced in listening they may be dis­
tracted easily by bad stage pic­
tures. The result may be that the 
singer will not get a chance. 

"If the voice is beau iful and is 
used with real art the singer will, 
of course, be able to overcome 
physical obstacles. The human 
voice is the perfect musical instru­
ment, and such an instrument, 
placed at the disposal of great mu­
sic, can make up for any short­
comings. Caruso was stout, and 
it did not matter. And so I say, 

by all means let us develop new 

standards of appearance in the 

opera house; but if I can find a 
really great voice, it will be of first 
importance." 

The movement for streamlined 
opera, still in its early stages, is 
active mainly in this country. Soon 
it should spread to other lands, if 

it has not already done so. For-

eign singers always have their 
eyes on a shot at the Metropolitan. 
They may now be looking to our 
motion pictures as well as to their 
own. The result may be a race of 
ingers who will be concerned as 

much about their figures as about 
their high C's. 

THE OXFORD CRUSADERS GO MARCHING ONWARD on 
f Cotatinu.ed from Page 16 ) 

For many of the dinners people 
do dress, and the food is excel­
lent. 

The attractive externals are sup­
ported by self-sacrificing enthu-
8l&8Dl behind the scenes on the 
part of peopl&::::lffl.l.lally of moder­
ate mean who never get into 

- print. even in a Group photograph. 
A typical Group, say of seven, gets 
to work. Ita members select the 
seven most "strategic" people in 
the neighborhood-the seven most 
"tempted" people, the seven most 
"difficult" peopl and they pro­
ceed to win those people by indi• 
vidual and unreported activity. 

• • • 

Increasing Attention 
Is Attracted to 
Their Movement 

and navies and airplanes it may 
seem to be an absurd question. But 
there is a wish that is father to the 
thought. Mankind yearns for n 
end to perpetual disturbance of so­
ciety. 

The Group movement has defi­
nitely mobilized itself for interna­
tional peace--not merely for plans 
to keep the peace but for men­
tality from which impulses for war 
are eliminated. 

The Groups advocate what ap-
pears to be a corrective of undue 

! nationalism. Frenchmen , within 

T
HE world is familiar ·with ttass the Groups are engaged in activi­

ties that help Germans to be more 
evangelism-the genius of a 

valuable to Germany ; Germans 
Moody, a Billy Sunday or an 

Evangeline Booth. But such genius ::~u:;
1
1~in~

0
Fr~r:::~ t;n bes:~~ 

is rare. Unless the common people 
Africa the success of the Groups­

reach the common people, so the 
so it is claimed- has been accom­

Groups believe, many people will panied by a noticeable reconcilia-
not be reached at all. Among the tion betw en the Dutch and the 
Groups the individual orator is British. 
superseded by "the team"- a com-
pany of men and women, old and 

The same philosophy is applied 
to race relations: to what the 
Groups call "the sins of empire"; 
to capital and labor. The objec­
tion that workers cannot suddenly 
throw up their jobs and attend 
ho~ parties is met by the sug~ 
gestion that the world needs 
leadership- -that a movement which 

mnncipate.s lcaderabip from na­
tional, racial and economic restric­
tions, which inspires leadership to 
real honesty of purpoee and sym­
pathy with justice, has a place in 
the scheme of things. Many who 
have attended house parties are en­
gaged in social work among the 
poor. 

The pronouncements of many 
public men suggest that, at this 
moment of uncertainty, the idea 
within the Groups is more im­
portant than the Groups them­
selves. The conception of a fulfilled 
individuality, shared by all people 
with one another, is not new. Tl 

1 
is the restatement of this idea 111 , 

popular unconventional tcrm:i :mJ l 
with evident conviction that has I 

I 
been and is the task of the Oxford 
crusaders. 

young, rich and poor, who, on the F S M Q EFY N E 
platform, deliver their united wit- I HER EN WH D WI T 

ness. But the platform is only 

used as a kind of reconnai ance. DESPITE the bitter cold of a their heavy mittens in the ocean, 

It s in personal conversa~on th~t New England Winter and the wring them out and don them. The 

the Groups, as a rule, wm their icy gales that lash the coast wool steam.'! and the steam keeps 

adherents or influence those who, 1 with sleet and hail, 200 small fish- their hanJs as warm as toast. 

without being adherents, respond ing boats are plying their trade l They fasten metal pots to the red-

to the ••m ... a.-a-e.'' ___, around Casco Bay, Me. They are hot mufflers of the engines; in 

There are people in the churches open, motor-driven craft, 20 to 25 these Juicy lobsters can be boiled, 

who say that they are doing just feet in length. Each season the and coffee set to simmer. 

what the Group as critics put it fishermen swear that the boreal lf the fisherman has no match 

- are "ma.king such a fuss about." elements take too much out of to light his smoke, he dips a cotton­

Over the movement churches and them; that they will remain on wrapped stick in the gasoline tank, 

even families are sometimes sharp- land during the cold days. Y t disconnects the spark plug wire 

ly divided between the "changed" when the next Winter blows in and touches 1t to metal, creating a 

and the "unchanged." In saying they are on the job. spark that ignites his tiny torch. 

this, it is fair to add that the Odd habits creep into their When he lacks emery cloth to 

movement bas matured and out- frosted liv . In the mornings they brighten up the metal work on bu, 

grown what may be called symp- drape gasoline- aked cloths over boat he substitutes a bit of dried 

toms of spiritual adolescence. the ice-cold motors of their boats, dogfish skin. 

Nations are ob8essed by fear of ignite them and o warm the Next to his family. the fisherman 

ar and of the r volutions that ac- cockles of the engines' iron hearts. loves his boat. FrequenUy, after 

c mp"'ny war. Is tt possi l that A little paint is removed in the mooring it at the end of lhe day, 

th •irou ~ •tr m king R ontribu- 1 burning, but the motor starts more he is s en patting its ide affec-

1011 lo the n alnlcnancl. of p a '. t-liSily tionately. The los of his boat is 
I 

~J . ocial ~, ituility., A mid anm I, Huhz ro temperatures they dip a tragedy. 
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when advancing age cuts 
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few dollars a month now 
will provide a guaranteed 
income for life when yuu 
rca l )), t,O or 65 .. when-

9~~ 
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li\·e to retirement age. 
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oul lun.£• easy it is w pJan an 

assured future. Tell us how much 
income you want at 55, 60 or 65 . 

~ver you decide you want retirement 
tndependenu/ How much income do 
you want? Po tal will guarantee you 
$10.00, $50.00, $100.00 or more a 
mont? for life dependi g on the 
premiums you pay now. If ,·ou are 
30 years C?ld the small sum o(i3.22 a 
month will st~rt you <_>n the way to 
an as ured income in later life. 

Protection For Your Family 
Until You Want to Retire! 

$42,000,000.00 Paid Out 

Postal offers you the life time pro­
tection of real Old Line, Legal Re­
serve Life Insurance with cash and 
loan \ alue and all standard pro­
vision guaranued in the policy. This 
strong, 30 year old company operat­
ing under the rigid i ·cw York State 
Insurance laws has paid out over 

: 'ot only a uaranteed retirement $42,00Q,000.00 to policy holders an_d 

income_beginnin at • 5, 60 or 65 but their beneficiaries. Insurance 1 

protection for your family in the vital! Get the facts at once. ~ail 
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SPEAKING OUT FOR LIBERALISM 
John Dewey Says It Fosters Liberty and Is 

The Democratic Way of Effecting Change 

(Continued Jrom Page 3) •, ways that all busine is affected 
with a public interest. Since the 

the mouth of radicals liberalism is consequences of business are so-

3tave that healthy 

a term of hissing and reproach. cial, society must itself look after, 
In spite of the extreme clash, by means of increased organized 

both schools of liberal!5m pro- control the industrial and finan­
lMPROYES YOUR APPEARANCE 100% fes devotion to the ame ultimate cial ca~ses of these consequences. 

1 
ideal and goal. The Iogan of There is, accordingly, no doubt 
both schools is the utmost possi- in my own mind that laissez-faire 

TA N I b~e liberty of the individual. '111e liberalism is played out, largely 
difference between them concerns because of the fruits of its own 

I the province in which liberty and policies. Any system that cannot 
that Men and Women Admire! I individuality are most important provide elementary security for 

. and the means by which they are millions has no claim to the title 

DO 'T ha e that pale, indoor, to be realized. One has only to 
"past)"' took- when you c,m have . of being organized in behalf of 

che natural ruddy glow of ,·igorous read any outgiving of the ad- liberty and the development of in­
he Ith! The same kind of Tan you lfet ?n a herents of laissez-faire liberalism dividuals. Any person and any 
Florida bea h ! Per nal appearance u euher . th 'be f th 
a distinct 50Cial aod b1Uioess asset-or a bandi• to see that it is h rty O e movement who interest in these 
cap ••• makit ,ours an usec. entrepreneur in bu iness undertak- end is genuin and not a cover 
•oi::~!: ~~!~ ,. iYrkb!t;o~ t!:.r!~v~fle°! ings which they prize and which for personal advanta e and power 
fillion o llars-ano fu/111 as fie you look. they come close to identifying with must put primary emphasis in 

LOOK HEALTHY ••• BE HEALTHY the heart of all liberty. thought and action upon the mean 
■ A sale, manager auribures his recent To the spokesmen of the Liberty of their attam· ment. 
increa io personal sales to bis "pro perous• . 
appeario , healthy, jllS(-back•from•Palm•B~ch League and to ex-President Hoover 
1 . " ~ few minut each morning or ntpit I in h:is doctrine of rugged individ-
w uh has un Lamp don rt. A lead1n~ . 
Hollywood t.novie sur, on Je ve for pers~r1al I ualism, any governmental action 
app .irance 10 .i Broadway . cage production, h . t rf 'th th ' rt· u1 

cp her f.i!ihionable Tan an the ,1me v.ay I t at m e eres W1 lS pa lC ar 
• But your daily bath with ulrra-violet rays I kind of liberty is an attack upon 
don ar more than enhance your appuraoce. liberty itself The ruggedness in-
For th l·aluable rays actually help_ to • ' 
increase ,•outhful vi~!>' and vital,cy. They dependence, initiative and vigor of 
are remarkably efficacious m some forms of . • . • th t 
kin disu and in d stroymg ~erm life. 

1 
mwviduals upon which ey se 

Jan c.is~ of temporal)'. ~lemas~es bave chief store ls that of the individ-
ael ed qu,ckly to rhe,c pun{yiog acuon. in 

SEND NO MONEY! uals who have come to the top 
TEST IT AT OUR EXPENSE I the existing economic system of 

• ' e wam you ro t:A·prrimu the remarkable finance capitalism. They are ex­
benefits the perftcted HEALTH RA t th h f ' d tuym· g 
LA JP brin~ . We offer you FREE u e for 7 posed O e C arge O 1 en 
d.ays in your· own borne ..• 7 days "orb the meaning liberty and of 
"'ood r in the way you look and feel! Thea th 
if you decide co keep it, it is yours for the rugged individualism with e 
remarkable new low price of $ .so. Pay a) maintenance of the system under 
liule as ooe dollar do~-o paymeoc. 

THE CHEAPEST FORM OF 
HEAL TH INSURANCE 

■ Bwld up your r istance and ,·itality so 
,hat your system will easily throw off 15erm 
.ind poi on ! Jnsure yourself againsc allnes 
the un hine ,,. ay ! 
■ ·o~, for the fit t time. a really high grad,· 

which they have prospered. 

t present those means lie in 
the direction of increased ocial 
control and increased collectivism 
of effort. Humane liberalism in 
order to save itself must cease to 
d al with symptoms and go to the 
causes of which inequalities and 
oppressions are but the symptoms. 
In order to endure under present 
conditions, hberalism must become 
radical in the sense that, instead 
of using ocial power to ameliorate 
the evil consequences of the exist­
ing system, it shall use social pow- 1 
er to change the system 

• • 
DICALISM in the minds of R m ny, however, both among 

its professed adh rent and 
its bitter enemie , is i entified with 
a particular method of ch nging 
th system. To them. it means the 
change of the present s stem by 

'olent overthrow Radie Ii m of 

ltr • iolet un Lamp, bearinft the camp of 
approval of tme of the hi1thest te tinit 
I boracories, 1 ~ ithin the reach of a I I. You 
have neryrhin,t ro gain, nothing to lo.se. 
because you try bt/ort 1011 buy-rush coupl.)n 
f Of f uJI details ! 

FOR 1'.VS:RY ME 8£ 

The charge is given force by the 
fact that they have for th most 
part supported the system of pro­
tective tariffs, against which rig­
inal imon-pure laissez-faire hb­
erals directed some of their most 
violent attacks. The author of the 
phrase "rugged individualism" 
us d he government to come to this sort is opposed to Jibe allem 
the aid O ind :.try wh n 1 was in and liberalism is oppo ed to 1t. 

DON'T WAIT! 

DOWN 
PAYMENT 

BUYS 
IT! 

}4'or liooi •• .:.. ... ... ~ .. y h. •• ;; 0 ) strait by mean of th Recon-
struction Finance Corporation, and, and by its own nature is committed 
a.s far 88 1 know, the opponents to democratic methods of effecting 
of governmental intervention made social change. 

f The idea of forcing men to be 
MAil TODAY! no protest at this flagrant case O free is an oJd idea, but by nature 

• • ' governmental interference with 
•-:-U~t.lalLU.lu..l.l~1&&1&&&&&&&&u.a~-&&11~. the free course of private industry. it ls opposed to freedom. Freedom 
• NIEALTH RAY MFG. co .. Dept. 47i The most vocal spokesmen for is not sorr,ethin that can be 

342 W. 14th Street. N- York Cit, b d d t gift from ut this special form of liberty have an e O men as 8 0 -
end me foll details or your special FREE side, whether by old-fashioned 

T llJAL OFFER on Health Ray un lamp. never attacked land monopoly and 
bo H dynastic benevolent despotisms or 

1 
if they think at all a ut enry 

: George, think of him as one ot the by new-fashioned dictatorships, 
········· ··-···················· • subversive and dangerous radicals. whether of the proletarian or of 

They have themselves built up fl- the Fascist order. It is something 
nancial and industrial systems so which can be had only tndi­
concentrated as to be semi-monop- viduals participate in winning it, 
olies or monopolies proper. and this fact, rath r than some 

particular political mechanism, 1 
the essence of democratic liberal-

spe<W 
NBC 

stud TNI 
tllW'I I 11_.r wHtil••• 
" ,..,. 1tr...icuu.. 

40t. 

ROCIB•l1JJDl <:INTIR 
OIISIRVATIOll llOOPS 

• • • T IBERALS of the other chooJ 
LJ are tho e who point to things 

like those just mentioned and 
who assert that the system of in­
dustry for private profit without 
r.-gard to ial con.sequences has 
bad in fact a mo t unfavor btE> ef­
fect upon the real h berty of the 
mass of individuals. 

Their conception of what I called 
the province of liberty and indi­
viduality is broad r and more gen­
erous than is that of those who 
com forward as the self-appointed 
champions of liberty. They think 
that liberty is something that af­
fects ev ry aspect and phase of 
human life, li rty of thought, of 

I 
expression, of cultural opportunity, 
and that it is not to be had, even 
in the economic sphere, without a 
degree o! ecurity th t i denied 
to millions by th pre ent eco­
nomic system. 

.- • o1 , They point out that industry, 
H£AA INSTANTLY I bankmg and commerce have 
~YoeO. FOQEST h d . t h th . HWIOWUt reac e a pom w ere ere 1s no 

.WOfPH<>NE uch thing as merely private in-
Bo■e aacl Air C...-.ctioa itlative and enterprise. For the 

t> halfdkapp ct l>N tmpatr ra 11 0""' consequences of private business m 11. c mpact and reuonabiy priced 
u or rtte cor Fl'ff Demonetn.tl n enterprise affect so many persons 

K ••· ·G DEVI ES .o., z4t11 Ft.. and in such deep and enduring 
Tl■u 8141 .• 4U st. I. B WU N. Y. c. 

ism. 
The de,'lial of the democratic 

method of achieving social control . ' is in part the product of sheer im- I 
patience inJ omantic longing for I 
a short-e·Jt which if it were taken 
wo tceat its own end. It is in 

part the fruit of the Russtan rev- I 
olution, oblivious of the fact that I 
Russia never had any democratic I 
tradition in its whole history and I 
was accustomed to dictatorial rule 
in a w y that is foreign to the 1 

spirit ot very Western country. 
In part, 1t is the product of the 
capture of the machinery of dem­
ocratic legislation and administra­
tion b: the dominant economic 
power, known for short a.s plutoc• 
racy or "the interests.'' 

Discontent with d mocracy as it 
operat<'s under condition of ex­
ploitat1on by special interest ha.i 
ju.stifle ation. But the notion that 
the remedy is violence and a civil 
war l-,.?tween classes is a counsel 
ot de~pair. If the method of vio­
lence od civil war be adopted th 
end will be either fas ism, open 
and .mdisguised, or th common 
ruin of both par ie to the strug-

The New York Times Magazine, February 23, 1936. 

John Dewey. 

gle. The democratic method of so­
cial change is slow; it labors un­
der many and seriou handicaps 
imposed by the undemocratic char­
acter of what pas es for democ­
racy. But it is the method of lib­
erab m, with its belief that liberty 
is the means as well a.s the goal 
and that only through the develop­
ment of individuals in their volun­
tary cooperation with one another 
can the development of individual­
ity be made s cure and enduring. 

ENGLISH VILLAGES 
WITH ODD NAMES 

PROBABLY few countries hav 
villages with queerer names 
than many in England. While 

motoring through Cornwall recent­
ly a party of Americans noticed a 
signpost pointing the way to a vil­
lage called "Come to Good" n 
mile off the main road between 
Truro and Helston. The travelers 
made inquiries and it was ex­
plained to them that the name is 
the English substitution of the old 
Comish "cum-ty-coid," m aning 
"valley of house in wood." . 

"Dead Maiden" is the name or a 
village in Hampshire. about fifteen 
miles northwest of Southampton. 
Near Newcastle-on-Tyne there are 
places called Wide Open and Pity 
Me. 

Tadley Goo Help U must be as 
odd a plac -name as any in Eng­
land. It is borne by a village in 
Hampshire, about ten miles from 
Reading. Make-em-Rich is the 
name of a village in Northumber­
land and Ugley that of one In Es­
sex. There is a village in South 
Staffordshire named New Inven­
tion and the same place-nam oc­
curs in Shropshire. Fryup i:s in 
Yorkshire and Cold Roast Hamlet 
In Buckinghamshire. And a village 
named Ready Token is to be found 
in Gloucestershire. 
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