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''Tne Jews rejo 
. ced. L .. i ~s , .d n .. or. II IT1' • is t .. e - .a 

" ' - J. ... 

~ ... eynote ◊- im. ll' im is : f st· V,..i.l 0 _ elaxation for t - J ·,i 

_peonle. T .• - Jev1, i1 S"'"Ji t of z.e strair ... • l 
. c .. sio 0 i.is lL' il:. 

t~i alut .e eJ._ile, -1F-V1 ... 1~ ,• to relax . "" r Y.. e.1.:. ly re 10.e r; l o 

to distill ::iuc·. o Ll 1:-6. 1e s o,t o 1.1.1s lif 1 s e .. erience, : o. e r 

sombr For ti e iJew • sh e o:ple n s [,.l !'.lys 

"'pres io s. he J wish ,t:;onl alWr""YS bel ie7ed in £.. 

it cJu.ld exclai~ tim g, 1.· "\ . 
t.:.:.. c::v •• II 1:;:' l U 11· S 'l.lr. ed r.i.;:1 mour .dng i : to 

II 

me t:;l .d e s . 11 uo, my riP us , xcept w nit s tti 

in sr ip )ir g, mu':lt oe unor ( a, cause s t.1.. bow remaL s co1.r ta . tly 

st • 5 , t<....ut, so J er or 1 ter, it ore~ .s . So our )P- nle Kl e, ow to 

u 1 r._..ce, now to relux. 

Is· el i1a its Sa .., t ... , it fest ·vc...ls , its seaso s 0f tl·uines s . 

c.. ue !'-a.P iest o;"' ·111 i..,s easo so"' _laruL""S vr s rim. Purim WtS 

a c.'..lrnival, a fe tiro.l of .. ilctt·iou~ 

feq,stin . Puri., tie spirit f l'e~ lr./ was • traduced into t' e 

most s. cred of i:>lace-s, ,., ( 1· in ,. t .. 1e r adi 1
0 

o,.. t he .,1ec6 ilah, t .e 

Scroll of Est. r, a ·erit~~1 n ruma did br c· loose i.a. t·.. s na~o 

w1 en ti1e rn.1me of Harna11 as rn ... t • Ol eo.. 

"Tn d y s • 11 be remern ered : .. 1d obs ~rv d i.1 ev ry 

E>e eration, II yo.:.. r .... d i l 1..e 1.e 
• 1 , OJ. • ll. Al c: t. c) s of Purim Y! re 

ed a .. . ered ir ration to this . ). 
ooser re H m ver e . I ;...J -C se 

t· e -- .s tiv· l of r m is so ch ""ra teristic .I:.' Je s e ri .. C ~ 

xile, .t'Urim i our 0 e f stival, t ... e lo ale 0 l ic .. is in e ... xil 
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01.l ~iu ~ of Fal :- ti. e, a u ~very co- .. ec teci w:.. tl t stor ' o_: :.rim 

ic- typicc...l of Jew s·-

certai t 

., 1 • UeOp L,:;. l 

t : ... t r m·n, clo . e to 

a.ib.sp r r. . ...or 

rre t Empire of P rs ia . Su. cie .l 1 , 

·pera e . a ct L to t' .e .. Pir li es 

ered b 1 a Je~ r d .. 

o: }i , . er, ... e u rsuade t :e : in to a str y not i::. ely tris .. an or 

hi~ f 1·1 , but t ·e .. tir , Jev:i il eou· . 11s tra ic L ... ecuritv of 

t· .. e -e ,S i .. t... diaspor a is rm.·.:- t ot.t flOS t drr . tically il .. the 

Boo~ of--: t ncr: ti 

•ill ~av no as ..... urarce i .. :rour 

J 
. , 

ens _ .is t e ce i . t.:. s p re:.. 

... 0 e: o ·e TL.ee. 

i II n ti... T' r ..: of 

I t .ose ~ - s as t : ese d· s in :r rm'1y, t .. e ...... d 1 o c r:i J 

c1. recr1r see .. . e of • uti-S ,rai tis :1 . H· man ·1as .. ot t.1 f ir t b.. d Vi a s .. ot 

t ~d sa.!<l y r rs b fore Ha .. · ,, p·r.raoh t1 e la t o t.. , ti-Se i t es. 

sou t to d.st r y t~ Jav: o src..e d t-v;e .t· - i •e : .. undr d y rs L ter, 

another ti- ern.i te • Ger,• a i s Io tr 1 i.; t ~-l li ilute t r Jev;s . 

In a. m, re s we ·i 1 c leor· t Pa "Over ftnd ill r ... d i t r. H, -= <la, 
e}:ile: 

ill • rise to s • .... nd 
. 
estr . II I i t nos ~ L t. ese d y d e . a ~ as t 

:~ro. t ..... e of the :a . o_ ..:s t t.er , we lear 0 little origi1J.al1 tJ 

ti.1.e • is to fo.: s o_ I sr;~el OW i d - ti c-al 1 t · e 
. motiv e a r 

ana t ir n tl 0 s . For P,X' cmle, Ham s ot ,- t all 0 - rsia ell 

mo1· t • 1 ... Hitler s o.r er:na • Ham· l • C . . an ale it 
' 

i i ·r· t . 



s n t fr om our u 1 a P. • t a 1 1. kl c u: e . e n1.s a . le_ ite , , nd 

a s tr? er, e as 1.. s per-oa triot . 

Haman t,-3rts Jut o !.i • ,ti-Semitic carPer ;:. t ·1 a p,;:,.• on,. l _ru 0 e 
\ l 0 

c.. a i1 t ! . r .eca.i. ... orc.ec .... Tsh. t i .e 1-~l[:.ce f t. e 

would not kn ,el to H,_-n· as d • d .'.ll l t .. e ot.,er e ple . T ... .Ra.i..>'"uis ~- 1, in 

c~.rried uncm 1is 6 ._r r. rr.t ti.e s;.,•:nbol 0 id l 

ad ordec~i t ' e Jow ,, s or idden to kneel to a ny idol, r fus d to 
as 

kneel to Harnan. e t ·.at l i t .. a.1 , 

hurt riQe ed im n agai1 st .. ordecai and ilis peonle . 'l;J.S It 

s, t i~_iP t0 p, t i1i 1 ai o m.it to mrd .. )r ·~ct .. • ala e but h t urnec. a , inc-t 

.10 decai 1 s oeon e . 11 H rw t;·nical • .. d cl· r,•ct .r·5 ct is is of Je ish 

experie lee in exile J The Li. t i-Se:-ai te s ... t..r s •• t1 ~ p 0 rsona.l Earu e ins 

S0.1 L 'i ~idual Je e .. s - e1.tire J~ neo 

Tie is . or igi.. al it;,~ w:. t 1 a .. ti- S mi t u • Har • . , l ike a 11 

a .ti- emit s n r cedii u a. fo llowi. I,ir:i, four d • i 5L s ur...ding ti les 

t . .i.e cl .. ..:.L o: natrioti .. 

He i:lad a -personc.l _rudge • 0 • in t :.:or· ecc.• i so a.m· l uroceecled to iuci te 

chc-r es c..::ains t the Je s o .. : t .. e r ound t .. :. t all J wish peor.1le are 

disobedieut I trd.i t rous, da;.o r~us t~ t:_ emoire - CJ.. r s sirn.:.lr rly 

t·· n d t o t e Jpw • s.11 u opl e in G rma1.y toda· . y, eco1 omic 

riv· lry, com:pe t it · o1, • ·.i.te oft cornnet.i t or, vy o ... t : e clo ::ed 

thPffi elves i1 tr.1 a r b 0 pat r iotism, l! tionrlism, nr · de, rue d 

blo d. ::"wn e rre t ld in tile St:ro11 oi' -stner, resor ted to 

or i er t n t .. OU.;,a. - t.:...l of silver woul • ive to t he - s a.· 

-~i g L.1 or er t in : i 0 edi c t 0 m ·t Ui • 

i s al ,,. ys a f .. vori t t he ;ie of t , t i - cit e Vil o ori es ei t .. e r outri h t 



er with romises o a 5 r--. t boon ·1hich wil 1 come to t~~ Jeou e if tl 

Jews are exp _led or a .ni ilc:..ted. Hitler ~) r_,,m· sed t .. , "'er "'Jl Je ple -

e 0 ave t 1e . gol • .. p r mi E:S of cl or tt:. c t would com t tj,1e r;er:n" 

people. 

exist oetw e. t::..e ;:. ·· nd t.:.e 1) -Je • - a fa ' Ori te • evice of all 

e1 emii::> of Isrc.el. He a:.:.> c::.led to 1aserus on t.:e asis t11at t c: re e;;l out 

the cow try t -re is n scattered. p ople cu.1. • t .. e· r -..s tons, rE-li5 ious 

cus to .. s, - ~~e differe t fron the otners . Th· ... t ls a fea1· ti ·1t c-.... e' zily 

be stir.ru.1- ted. and a roused il t · e ma ses . T' ~su icio1 • d ~ear of 

tll t w. icu iC! dif .erent - t· .. m.· fses love co .. ormity , unity . ·,wnen 

yo·1 arouse tr.en to a sense of fear, a sense di .c- 12nce, you ·re 

o ti1e way to victory - i t ose rays as 1 t::ese • ys ; G-r:-r:E.:.n;.r. 

H· ~ma:n ciiu not !)ersuade t... • _i 

, illin5 to dPstroy t ... e J • .. d 1 o r r.:ic:ir, sh it i ~ wri .. , en L•.C 

Ha .a ... carried on for a lon timP. a uropc ga du wl ti tLe :{in6 . 11 H 

.Kept propavandizin • the ..-cinb b ore 1 P fir:: 11.t _ e sua ·f.•d i.1. • m, just 

• s t1_e Ta=is C" rried o fi teen, eigh een • e· rs of prop t'..ru da to noiso 

tne mi.. · s of tLe people a:,ail st t.u.e Jews. T1.l..t i~ t .e d.- 0 er of prop r..: da . 

I .,ou reneo.t som tllint..> o te. e ou , t·. n.:-ople co;:1~ t :i accept it as an 

axion, son -t: i . g ·: ic· requires 1 o proof, o ii vesti a tion. 

ia 0 erm1s pO\' r of prop·1'-a. da. 

ere is no or igi • it., i th he • .. t i-Serni te even L : .. is 

rut les ss . H·:n was 1 ··~e to Hitler of 1. 3o . Rabbis sa tl £!.t ot} er 

peopl sO1 gilt to d stro;f t1 e n o le . of Isr· 1 . F1 • rao· • t , as 

is 
sat i. i~d wit 1 1 e d r.truc iou of c. ildrer . 11 :Every c:r il t: • t - orn 

s ... a 11 e t • r o·• . i 1 t t • e • i l . 11 ebuc} .. d. ezz r stroy d t e i st.~ p e. 
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Ha.nan, t oo , tried tr.> u·9r ::)Ot, to an; ihil8.te. He warted t0 upr )ot the 

1 st ~erm of ti.1e Hou:e of Isr;_..el. Ha'Tlan tnen and nitler nov,. T!"J.ere 

is little ori6 L ~ lity w:iong au o<:>nem.iAs. 

d ro,n ti1e sa.'!le BooK of ::.st.i-r , deli·1-_o.:..ce comes to '.)Ul' 

neople, 10,;1 our neo--:Jle c.. ... e s aved f ram h.:...te. Deliv.-:.rance comr..s """s a result 

of loyc 1 ty of the Jews. . .. ora.ecai was s tro •6 , ,roud, ue:::·sevE:r Lg • . 1ora.ecai 

who would not bow down, wLo would not co--...irt tolero.tion. t.rrrou0 n k.neel ing, 

through pros tr<-, tin6 himself anl1 Est· er at tue risk of 1er life, interce'es 

for :i1er neo·ole . Coura 6e , fait ... , lo:i'alty - ti1ese, m;r friends, art> the 

factors W.!1ic· will save our people i11 t:r i:- se o.ays wilcnever !)e.·secJ tion 

will co1ae . ~he Jews in these tr.;i::16 ti. s mus remember t~ie lesson --.nd 

1 ot ;meel, must n0t how• a.own to • tor,ard airc ~t-.te1.nces, must not 

oecome servile or uecoi:ie stampea.ed . 

·,!Je have been i.1carin:; tal~ in t..tJ.e last few weeks of the nPed of 

Jews t'.l leuve Ger::1ar1y today, tiu.t countr::r of exodus, a11d I say to yi'.>u, 

my frie ds, all th:_ t t E;.ll~ is f '.lol isn, -vicious and • an.5erous tei.L • 

Tis .noue of s[~vi1s, one 1s self trough fli5ht, tt.is l10:pe of solving 

ti:.e ·oronl em a. d t c'.Jlci116 one J ev1i sn cowmmi t2 a d transplan ti1 t: it 

to another coW1tr;1 is a 1ain hope, VB in in t21e irst ulace , OPcause 

t i'H~re is no place wi:1Pre Jewis· uprooted co.!'l!JJWli ti1:=s ~a.n go . Lr t 1e 
a 

second place it is7aang rous tnL 6 for t i.1.e world. It w )U d be 

settin6 a -preced=- t for unti-S .mites in other part3 o tne W'Jrld 

vii10 are certain to do tl e sane ti.line . rr.r-ttever Jews are emi 0-rel,tin , 

whe ever Je,;s mutt emi6rate , Jewish oeople must help to establish 

ti ~m in new i,omes , t o fin. 1ce t 1e~ generously. lJ.ct t las been a Jewish 



tradi tio a. a ewish obli i:::; • on r m ti: e be i r.ain ~• Bu to r :;,a.1 ize 

ai "'XOdus of a v, ole J er.'is~c1 co .. m ity - it is da 6erous a.n t. • t counsel 

is ....., cou.llsel of aesnair vnich s~?rc t <1. t oecuus e in Gerr:-.a y t. t ill ti-

S ,mi tic ovc . '!l· . i1a,s cm tin1e d in o er a.! d r :xi ed i n m: r 1. ree 

y _ars, ti.1.ere O'e t.~ Jew·s} posit :i. o is 1. ueles, t .n;: r:. \· · ole co 1 , 1 it .. 

of J wis:i s JUl - 500,000 souls nm.st OP t - en ou.-r.. ! tis evia n e of 

lack of vision ·., 1d le.ct( o_· ·ai t ·1 . J e , isl, . i 3t')ry • Vei. tni :s in 

te ~so~ tnr e 'ears or five or ten ypa rs . 

0 '"'trateg:· in .... e worl • 0 a.::iJ is to j in fore s w i t r 11 the 

1 ib P-rr 1 lemen s L t 1e ·orl ~ • . d f i. ;.n this recru-· esce .. t c.1. r a r • s::n w· t 

every po er at o r a is.:9osa l, ) h rass, tJ un P "nL e a d ul ti • tely 

~t-• t / to ues roy~ IL Gerr laI1 p!' o 1 

des~royed, noJ before, a.din 

t • midi t v or CO:!l!)l sc-~nce, anJ (Jew v1. .. o doe o e .. ter t i1e st too· 

to save t}1e -orecim.is , alues of civilization .. o cioes 1 ot fight for 

1.ernocratic i1U.11·◄ n l L'' e, is underwr iting - is o n suicide. 

i e!'e c u. e n net.c for six t een mil 1 ion J ws i • ti .. e \ orld i 

t 'rn Jro _r a. a.1 .. d t e no_ici s o'! t e x!azis spread t 1rm ... ghout t11e orld. 

It is not going to s ~r -:d i t e J azis are d . s• r o ed. ~v 1 if v 

get two, thre mil lion Je s out o coU! tri s of Eu.rope ; na. settle them 

in Pal s tine t hat doesn 1 t solve t1 e prool .m for n re.,t o t.. Jer.rs 

, .. 10 are goint to r ma.in in t .. e di por a . So, ou.r nroblern is t0 i ght 

fo r ,_n ora. r of society to • 1 ow u ~ to 1 ive a. y pl· c _, any here o t' e 

face of 1.. Par t ll. 

It is n t eno to rai e mon y for r lief . It is import t t':> 

raise mon y fo r r lief but it is mo. e imp rta t t o r.. i :-e 1no .. ey for 
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wur ~ .;ainst tie enemi~s of --ivi iz ti)i. 

H ian "9reua red t. e :_::, 1_ 1 ows ""or Jo ~ ca i , 1d unon t O$e c.llows 

. iora.e Ct"" i w· s not l1ung, o t Haman as 

=~r tr:e J v:is' neon e. T e e is ,t la of · istory lLic op rated not 

only in S 1s. an of Pe sia out W!1ich our>rr.1.tes in B.:...rlin of er.a ... n:r. d 

ti.1at la of 11i~tory s, ys t:.a. in t1 e loJ. - l a st it is not bigo ry 

i:ntolFra!lce, h · te vuicJ_ in t.11e '-':JY, ot . ti in _s vhich brin6 destruction 

t0 numan life hich win the a. y. It is not 1or ecai, • ut Har c1n, t. e ~ . bol 

of ate wno led Lor·eca i, ti1e s:.rmbol of ~aith, i1ti·iumnh t.r0ugi1 t 

In t.1e lon5 l, st, it i t.~e ideals of freedon, good will and tolera ce 1. ich 

, • n i t~ese "ys . 

So Pu.rim com~s t u~, . riends, wi ca reas uring ~essage . 

W1 en .orcecai n a rd tl1e d crFe t 1e m t}.e t:. irteent1 da. 

o~ 'a r, t; tall tne Jes of F sia s.all, e stroyed, e w~s, o course , 

terrib1 depressed. He x:ut nn sacJ.ccloti:1 ano c.s1 es a d ~ ent t : roug the 

streets ".:...i i:10 and bemoan in5 tnF- ~ate :J.icl1 was to over ~ e his p ople . 

He met three little J wi '.1. ooys co;ni g from sci o.-,1. He ·topp done 

and as,cea him; 11 .Vha t did y " U .. t u d~,r ii Rchool today? 11 

recited to i.1.im a verse fro~ t:.. Boo:e o: Proverbs Hicil ne • rd 1 a.· .. ed 

t· • t mornin 11 Do not be a:raid of a sud·e t rror and tne ·c~edness 

of., i e e emi s for o ·1ill e ind wd ·ie vill .t :::-9 t y oot from 

. . t II e 1ng Cc 1..gn . .. stud 

·n sc· ool tis mo • t .. e ooy q -oted a verse from t:.1.e :--rop .1.et 

Isaiah: 11 1 u w~rni s o e c nu .. sel to et} er but your co· sel 

ill ea str1ved nPak t e ord of d str ctio but · t ill 1ot come 

t > p · s s or G d is '1- t ' us. 11 d .ne urned to et 'rd lit 1 lad 

d t s .. ed: II r t d : d y -t ~ i sc' .. ool t is ld. . e 
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also uot d V fro. I ( i· l : II Li t ... 1 - . t J m e of ... cob: ~ ' 
·nt'.) old e e w· trJ. . u, :, n 1 oar air I ,. ill ca ... r JO' • 

e :vo I w·1 arry V 
" 

I il 0 ar u l 0. ill 

eliver l 11 
• 

d w. .. or ecai J. i... rd .. . t these tnree 1·ttl '-"ev;is ds d • 

ay 011 t} 
~ t day of t,le dire dj:)cree, 11e laug ed lo. t,, 

lo d "'-• d ,j y')usl.y. . .orciecai la e:i n t 1 t • y nd for v,:er ty-five 

un·r ci y ars since tn a y, forde ai 1 s -=-llo J ws ·oug out the 

orld on - ti ·l of ?uri - .1 e dar .. : t1 e worl • .:!roun • em 

'' ~ e, 0::1 t' is Fe.tiv·l of ""' &.1,.(.4 ce - on t · is & y wi ici rP., ii ds 
d 

tie n of recurr nt t eats o-4-" 
~ ce of oeopl , t. bro 1 rs 

o : .ord.::. c .... i lau • oyously ani:1 conf • d nt y, , .... 

t e f tu e . 
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i)f t r, 1:0 ri - -.d c.r 1 . ~,:. t'l V h-r le. . lt t 
.;. - , • 

o· "' l .:. ti -s of nu r tr. g @l : v r ce •111 com to le in 

t .ir tr~ ls t is ~ ) .. hie 1 ie ~rr-.t i IP il rlin 

Shu • 
-f r 

_c i. Bi,_,ot~ , 
. tol C t ~ t. ~ 1 i .1. ... 

)3 . , ves . I t 1 . ot t rdec· 1 w o 

1 r e--. . O.l 
. t 1 f eed, ." l•otry no 

l ·~ d t>ol i 0 • ti :. d t th, in triu: .. ·l C s.i n 

t ' u . t c·- it 1. ., 

.iri r·n t , rn sa • .f' re 1ce 0 tJ i . •• 

; 0 ty ic· f it 1 C of re liv,c,r._ ce, 

I 1 r .. ux , lo en ugh to 1 con i ,ntl n lu.1· r' o .., 

. i ;il o<._, . :-' CA"" t r id. 
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"The Jews r jo ced 

Sermon, The Ten r~ March 8, 
1936 

in joy, happiness and honor." That is the keynote 

of Purim. Purim is a festival of relaxation for the Jewish people. The Jew, in spite 

of the strain and tension of his life in the ~alu ) in the exile, knew how to relax. 

He knew how to distill some joy and gladness out of his life's experienc, however 

somhr and tragic it ofttimes was. For the Jewish people was always a healthy people, 

not given to moodiness, rooroseness, pathological de ressions. The Jewish people al• 

ways believed in a God of whom it could exclaim time and time again: "Thou hast turned 

my mou nlng into rejoicin ." A bow which remains constantly strung taut, sooner or 
how to 

1 
J later breaks. 9o. 2ur people knew how to unbrac~ 

(
( '7 

~ happiest da 

Israel had its Sa haths, its fec:;t°lvals, its seasons of gladness. And the 

of all its seasons of P,ladness was Purim. Pu~im was a carnival, a festi-

val of hilarious joy, masquerade, dancing, sinRi R, feasting. On Purim the spirit of 

revelry w~s introduced into the most sacred of plac s, and durin~ the reading of the 
f1t~I Ila h 
'I J]12 I , the !Jcroll of Esther, pandemonium broke loose in the yn~gogue when the name 

of Haman was mentioned. 

"Thee davs shall be remembered and observed tnfe.,~ generation," you 
f1tg/!/a4: 

read in the 'LIMP J h. And the days of Purim were observed and remembered in every 

generation. \Jhy? 
., 

Recause the festival of Purim is so charact ristic of Jewish ex~ 

perience in the exile; Purim is our one festival--~ locale is in the exile, 

outside of Palestine, and everything connected with the story of Purim is typical of 

Jewish experience in bile from those days to these. 

First of all the story of Esther is a story of the uncertainty and imper­

manence characteristic of Jewish life in the 1iaspora. For years people/ lived at peace 

in the vast empire of Per•ta. Suddenly out of the clear sky came this desperate fact 

I"\ 

into their lives - that a man/ close to the kinP, had been angered by a Jew, an~ b:_:.; 
rt\ 

cause o is an er, he ad per uaded th kino to de tro not merely this man or hi 

family, but/the entire Jewish peo le. The tra ic insecurity f the Jews in the dias• - ,./ :::;:::. 



' 

r 

M J. t1l al1: 
pora is brou ht out most dramatically in the Mes f]d bl-"And thy life shall har.~ in 

doubt before thee." You will have no assurance in your life. That has been l,,e 

mark of the exile. 

Inf those days as in these days, then and --m,w1 there comas a recrudescenc 

of anti-Semitism. Haman was not~e first nor the last of the anti-Semite A thou 

sand yeArs before Pa an, Pharaoh sought to destroy the Jews of Israel, and twen Y: 

five hundred year later, another anti-Semite in Germany is seeking to annihilate 

the Jews. In a few weeks we will celebrate assover and will read in the Fa?,gada 

this rule of exile life: "Not one man alone arose to destroy us, but in every ~enera­

tion people wi 1 arise to seek and decstroy." 

In those days as in these days, and from a reading of the Pook of Esther, 
these 

we learn how little ori~inality there is to~ foes of Israel - how identical are 

all their motives and their methods. For example, Haman was not at all of Persia 

any more than Hitler is of Germany. Haman was an maleklte, an immigrant. The natural._,... 
Haman 

ized must prove the,t loyalty . Because~• was an Amalekite, and a stranger, he was a 

sµ,er~patrlot. Haman start~ ou on his anti-Semitic career with a personal grudge again5t 

Mordecai. Mordecai, who sat tn the gate of the palace of the kin~, would not kneel 
.~rdecai ' s boldness 

to Haman as did all the other people. The abbis explained •111A by saying that Haman 
I 

I 
carried upon his garment the symhol of an idol and ,fordecai the Jew was forbidden to 

/ 

kneel to any idol. ~e that as it may, Haman became angry at MorJecai. Hurt pride led 

him to turn against Mor ecai and his people. Haman was not satisfied to put his hand 

out toward Mordecai e.lone • he turned against ordecai's people. How characteristic 

this is of Jewish experience in exile! The antt-~emite •starts with a personal grud e 

against ome individuJl Jew and ends up as an enemy of the entire people. 

Ther is no ori~inality amon~ the anti-Semites. Haman, like all anti.:. 

Semites precedin~ and followin~ him, found hi~h- ounding titles and phraseolo~y for 

his spite and enmity , He masked ~reed and malice under 

the cloak of patriotism. personal rudge a~ain~t ordecai - Haman proceeded 
) 

to incite char es a ainst the Jews on the 

ous , dangerous to the empire. Today in r: 

y) 
rou~ tha 

I"') 
all Jews are diso edient, traitor 

V""" 
0 

rmany, ec,romic rivalry, com etition, hat of 
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the competit ~- envv of the Jew cloak~thernselves in the gar of patriotism, nationalism, 1 

pride race and hlood. ~aman resorted to briher ~ ten housand talents of ilver 

to the kin~ in order to win his si~nature on an edict of annihila ion. 

The anti- emite either bribes outri~ht or with promises of ~reat boon which will come 

to the nation if the Jews are expelled or annihilated. Hitler promises olden days 

of glory for a ~ermany Judenrein. 

Haman appealed to the king i-rt the hasis of differences which exist between ,,,-. 
the Jew and the non-Jew - a favorite device of all enemies of Israel. ••There is a 

reli?,ious 
scattered people and thet-ry customs are differ ent from ours.' Suspicion of the un• 

J<nown can easily be stimulated in the masses. The masses love con◄ 

ormity, unity. When •ou arouse them to a sense of fear, a sense of difference, yoo 
,, 

are on the way to victory - in those days xJUl as in these days in Germany. 

Haman did not per uade the king at once. The king as unwilling to destroy 

the Jews• Our idrash tells us t~at Haman rried on a protracted campaign of propa­

"anda efore he finally persuaded idm the klng1 just as the azis have carried on fif­

teen, ei~hteen years of propa~anda to poison the r erman minrls a~ain t the Jews. If ou 

repeat ~omethln~ often enou h, the people come to accept it as an axiom, somethin~ 

which re~uires no pr,of, no in,esti a ion: that i the dan~erous power of propa~anda 

and its apoeal to the antt-semtte. 

is no ori~inality the anti-Semite even in his ruthlessness. 

--.,,,,,,.. 
Pharaoh in E~ypt was satisfied with the destruction of children. Every male child 

that was born ~11 be thrown into the i.J?@. ebuchadnezzer destroyed the first 

Temple, and rooted out a nation. Haman, too, tried to uproot, to annihilate. He 

wanted to uproot the last germ of theftouse of Israel. Haman then and Hitter now. 

There is little imagination among our enemies. 

And from the same Book of Esther, we read how deliverance comes to our 

people, how our people are saved from hate. Deliverance comes as a result of the 

loyalty of the Jews. ordecai was trong, proud, persevering; Mordecai would not 

bow down, would not court toleration throu h kneelinr,. Esthe)at the risk of 
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. 
her wlife, intercedes for her people. Courage, faith, loyalty - these are the fac-

tors wlich will save our people whenever persecution -W"!P~ come. The Jew in these 

tryin~ times must remember the lesson and not kneel, must not bow down to unto ard 

circumstances, must not become serviJe or stampeded. 

Our strategy in the world today is to join forces with all th liberal 

elements in th world /and fight this recrudescent barbarism with every power at our 

disposal, to harass, to undermine1and ultimately to destroy it. The r.erman problem 

solved when the Nazis are de~troyed, not 

hecause of h1~1mtd1ty or comp! tsance} 

before, and in no other way. Any 

does not enter the struggle today 

the precious values of civilization, ,,•ho does not fi~ht for democratic human 

life, is underwritin~ his own suicide. 

'T'here can he no peace for sixteen million Jews in the world if the pro~ram 

and the policies of the azis soread throu hout the world. It t~ not ~oin~ to spread 

if the azis are destroyed. Even if we get two or thre million Jews out of countries 

of Europe and ttle them in Palestine that does not solve the problem for the rest of 

the Jews who are goin~ to remain in the disapora. o, our problem is to fight for an 

order of society which will allow us to live any place, anywhere on the f ace of the 

earth. 

It is not enough to raise money for relief. It is important to raise money 

for relief~but it is more important to raise money for war against the enemies of civili-
1 

zation. 

Harnan prepared the gallows for 1ordecai and ltp6n those gallows not Mordecai 

but Haman was The Nazis prepare destruction for the Jewish people, but there is 

a law of history which operates not only in Shushan but in Rerlin. And that law of 

history says that lh.- the long lasJ bi~otry, intolerance, and hate do not win the day. 

Haman, the symbol of hate, is led h ordecai, the sym ol of faith, in triumph through 

the capi~ l. In the lon~ 1 t, it is the ideals of freedom, good wi111 and tolerance 

win in hese da s. 

d-ecre,t 
066£ JI the kin~ had issued on the thirteenth day of Adar, that all the Jew 

So Purim comes to us w•i th a reas u in~ mes El~ • ~·hen ordecai heard th 

of Pr ia 
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l e destro ed, he was, of course, terri ly depressed. He put on sackcloth and 

ashes and went through the streets wailing and hemoaning the fate which was to over­

take hi~ peop e. ue met hr e little Jewish hos comin ~ from school. He stopp d 

one and asJ,ed him: "'hat id vou studv in school todav"" And the lad reci d to him 

a verse from the ~ool< of 'Prover s which he had learned hat morni P-: ''')o not b afraid 

of a sud<len terror and the wi cJ,edness of thin . en mi e7 for God wi 11 he 1, ind and he 

will keep th foot from hein~ cau9,ht.'' Mordecai turned to the second lad. '' 'hat id 

you study in school this morninR;'' And the boy quoted a verse fro th prophet Isaiah: 

"You enemies of Isra 1 take counsel aJUl together but your counsel will e destroyed. 

Speal· the word of destruction but it will not come to pass for God is with us." And he 

turn d to the third little lad and asked: "What did you study in school this IT1l)rni P,?" 

And he also quoted a verse from Isaiah: "List n to me, 0 Hous of Jacob! unto old age 

I shall be with you . Even to hoar_., hair I will carr you. I made you and I will 

carry you. I will bear .7ou up and I will deliv r you. " 

nd when ordecai heard what these thr e tittle Jewish lads had learned 

on day, on the da~, of the dire decree, he lau.,.hed long, loud and joyously. Mor-

decai laughed on that day and for wenty-five hundred ears since th t da , ordecai ' s 

fel l ow Jews t rou hout the world, on the festival of Pu im, howe r dark th world 

around them may he on thi festival of reassurance, on thic, day which reminds t em 

of recurrent thr ats and of det ivercmce of th people , the rott-ers of . rordecRi 

l a ugh joyous y and confidently , an}lau~hin~, hey face the futur . 




