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ABS ... CT O:F 1 RE S D ~ I ~- ""'D B 
SEL ROAD AND ";; T 105TH S' 

.B ILLEL SILVE I T 

Y, iARCH 29, 19'76 
.!.. !PLE' 

OVE CO ING LI. 'S HAIIDIC.APS 

in 
All n are die pped{ ne or oth r. Th1> r is no 

•nor • itt p rson. v ry 11 e sits luses it nus s . o ne 

i ithout his rticular J sic· or nviron nt 1 n ~ r 1c or 

deficiency. 

egin his history 1th· 1 at a.di . The t sk of life 

is "to bring forth t e .r ci us fr tLe vil · " 

T e easy relaxed 1 iv . eld c i ~ re tn s. Liv s · t 

1th p n a.n peril a d ... irit • t e on 

th r e etter e uipp d tor ch the u its of ei • t rly 

11 t e et n of t e orld went thr it a goad in their 

flesh or int ir ir1t. It i .. 
d our die ps, to apt 

ise tor c ize our 11m1 , tiona 

lve t them but not t r 1 n 

our ~1v s to d r~ t. ithin the fr mew r of our lim1t~t1ona e 

houl lore our utmo t J sib1liti s. 

It is ✓•• 1 e d .. nvy a.nd lf- _ ity which e of r , 

c .... l · miti~ . Bli en visions, deaf nen ve writt n t 

oniQe, l · v d r · v be n rP t phil h ra, or en 

V risen t rule t l orld, d ro th~ir un on, n have nt 

f rth st 1 C of sp1rit".l l :ui nich h: v lesaed t e orld. 

Th import· t t 11 1 t fi t th DOd 1 gb\ ith w • tever 

e up t w p sees• tru ti t ~t th Gr t U . 1r" will und r tand 

die pa 

du • l o nee or t h v f il d t chive in pite 

of • n t effor\e. 



OVERC I LI 1S DIC S 

Deliv rd y 
Rau i bba Hi lel S lv r 

t 
T Te le 

SWldc m rni ch 29, 1936 



• 

Tl e ubj ct, It r e . in L . • s Handle ps .. , 8 8 ·es ted 

t b., b k hie I r ce tly r d c. lled "Tl o d l ,ht"• Th' 

b written by a " 0 
uff .r - d both r lysi d de :fne 

d J ·s ru gl d t :r re t adJu"t h " ·elf bo sically 

d 8 ·ritual ly t lie h die ps in the orld about .<lim. he 

wor d t or im lf hilos 0 li philoa pey of 

hap in s 1 ich 1 d him t live t ri tly d vict ri usly 

in it f t l e J r ic pa under ich hi lif e l b r i n 

In t p i t r d, ct i n t t hi o c lle 11 The od Fi ht" t her .i a 

letter 

De· r Jerome: 

Tw y ~r • ow en 
1 gs t · t d been 

r r1c n w1 th p l i >. lit1s; 
when y 
su ·denl 

nt 1 
nd. 

yz P-, ; e r 

- 1 
H w1 l 

I nt t u . y 

tur y for el ve 
t rtured · t sic 1 

: • I wan t t 
J" 

str d t a rigid fr 

.re 
d 

• 
1 y ved, d t l s I ent r d . F r moment 

we Ju t 1 d · t P ch other. we s i l led. I a i , "Hello, 

kid," d u • id, ., Hello, 1 ncle R .. Th n I i d , Ho ·u-• u • 
getti ~ a l n ·1• c~d OU ' d , "F · n J ' 

After th t e w s , f'u l inute•a u e; but ·u t t 
11 ce r in erco ic .ti Jn w t • ctiv. In t t s ' lence 

y pour our ufferin . win , th! t I s d 

under t an ; • nd in tha t silence I y u t you • t d t her. 
r r y d s en alk int our r , and y kn w t t thirty-

fiv y • sago I 1 you w r l yi , n ap t i c•• b d. 
Th\ w s w t v l w· t - n t t he· m , b t t 
• • m wal into r om somewhat lamely, to be sure, but on 'tJJ¥ 



• 

• 

• 

own tw le ~s. 

ter inutes t e nurse tol m t t I mu., t leave. 
So I y u, "So • kid. Fi t hardl" our yea 
becarn ter as y MI willl" 

· t evenin.. pl nned t 1is boo ~. in ,. the two Y"' s I 
ve pent r i tin it' ve b e livinL> and l rnin it. 

I tol t ' • t you · r ". rt_y b,y. Jut a little 
..,o ou were v rm tt d, l r s t ti. e, to :ut. yrmr 

ei/ t for instant on y r better 1 g . It is Il t 1ven t any 
t ex.,, i n oment a ;l'loriou . t i t. And the y r to come 
will vid const t flow of j y us exp r i nces - rd dvent es , 
tri 1 hipa, C0ll1U8 ts a d 11 et vict ries. 

Don't u , wit som • t p ityin 0 er, n , .r and read 
bout th w rld outside Ho ever h re me re bre in • ~ 

d 
we i :, t i t ir hair runnin 11 d-ey d • s they 
shout "Down ith this J" and "Down with c use t ey must s t "'gle 
, little a r l . C nd·tions r Th s oul be i r 
m re e ur .,.eous world. uldn•t it, if ev, e in it h d • d to 
uffer d fi t and fi t - suffer for t lon ; years Jut> t to put 

his t f r one in ton nis better le ? 

O ce ou i.S ed to see me, c 1n id nt t t I should undere tand. 
N l ,1 ve 1ou t is b ok, con ... l de t t • t ou will unde r tand. 

Fight t g d fi ht, J erome - ~nd mor 

Devotedl·, your uncle, 

o er to oul 

Iot , 11 en and women, ortl.Ul; tely, go thr u 1 ife with 

t die · a of J .rome nd • mond but there 1 no and wo:Il.! 

who hasn't h' or hr die· p. e r inclin d t o e of 

"n r • lff 80 1 • · a if t 1. re w r ••nor 111 n.n. e :.11e 1nclinK . ' 
'' ' ' ~ ... ., .,, 

~ t 1 but the ., ~ • f rg tti th t . t is an 

artificia.1 c nee ti n. Ther is no "n r • l" ( . • Every life 

. 
8 it lu d it lnu e 1d no on is uit perfect. Jo . 



• 
• 

• 
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one is with this rticul r p y le l or nvironm ntal encumbr c 

r _f1cie cy. 

You ~ rec 11 t • t b ga.n is nist::>r wi t h 1 t 

radi e. his l i f e • th cur e. H_, · s r ven from 

th C,· r• e r-cordi t t le, nd. "Cursed ill b the 

c::.:r t r the r d th r 111 be br u ;it forth thorns. 

nd b t weat f t brow wilt t h u e t t ily bre d ." 

Sic a, l oor nd d • t .i t, n die· :. s f li e. 

h re 1 ,,. 0 • :ut i 1 leg ld b t e • b is t t 

A : nd JVe w~r driven out f t} 0 en b c: :u 

they . d 1 d, di o ey dG d. G') lov d th , n vert 1 • 
dins ite oft ir si di o i C , n th lef t 

the 

Go 

e d n t tint th orld of mis ry • ruelty, 

ted t o )ive them a 1ft t t e llon i th tl em in t 1e 

orld f llic· ps . o God 

i l l c mfor t you in ~ur 

of di tr s." ·r ~ th t ti 

ll1 • y . just • thPre 

1n all h • n ha pine s. 

In ur ui t 

t 1 t t r tlP t 11 0 

\h· t 11 lif 1a mixtur. 

'• 11 e 1 of mixed y rn, 

flit t e C • lle e of 

t t r cioua out of t 

v t em the f r t t P • ••This , r 

au l will r li e ou in your hour 

t re • s b eu a te r in all 

been a drop . l d bittern ss 

houra. r en we n t p ti cul · rly 

0 orrow, e re inclined t r 

n 11 y. t d • nd evil. veey 

od an 111 to ther~ 'the t ale 

liYii:, • J remi • nut it, is •to 

vil , • t o 1r,, h \ fro-n the 

a_, l- , I , 

t 



• 
• 

" 

chaff, t ori • gol 

c ff · d v lene 

ut of o~ - fr th re is ch f dro • 

d ndic p in every hu: • n life. Civiliz t 

8 

diffi 

a st 

ti s . 

.1 inst L·ndie p d surmount in of 

Th c nts to t th1 t life be 1 ri ly d 

ti· tit eclinPd fr. t e Golden et t f>ilv r Age · d om 

t ~11v r 

n t v #ry 

e C pt t t 

Thi 

e t t J. Iron 

gi. nin, ·n 

n "'rom 

born in 

e - from J 

diff r d V r 

is • s i on t 

th ther b 

rkne s. H 

tn f:1. e t illum· e 111 world. 

rfection to i:®erfection. 

little r . C s t 

overc me 

ta n this c rt . 

a oned t fire nd 

s lterle s. He 

n 

built for hi elf o • l s. He f sui ned 

f r 1 self • prot ct is 1. ~ a in t o 1 th· t e 

t d8 try hi m. n b r w' thout t o l . He for d i t 

·as o rn 1th a rudi nt ry sp ch- jut a c:. a.c .:. ty t utt r 

a few b ic yelps. . _, shioned or i sel , turou • the 

• gee , a sp ecb of much refin ent, spe ch c nable of subtle 

n ce. 

How pain rac d hi l.L eJ AV lved the science 

an ' b rn i or t of th rld bout 1i • 

He - afr .d f t l orld ut him, a p in t n y, by \he 

• t of bis n d d bis • d V l ed ci nee, 

0~ • t l' in • 

the 1 \ r 

of eficienc 

civili t1on 1 

, 1 rf ct · n. 

wle ' ' 

j • 

' 

at led t overcom ~ r , sup~r titi n , cruelty. re tru 1 



• • 

• • 

t vercome the diec..ps of' p verty c..r . The randeur 

f hu.: it h s b en Ju t tn i surm tin , of u t cl s . A man 

w t • t e w u.ld cceed. lie c;.l s hon d f r su.cce • 

Fr u. ntly f·il d but al ays e overcame hi ob tacles d 

rose t po er 0 d owl edge. 

h· tis true f civili~ tion c llectively, i true of 

t e i divid 1. Th se 1 ,divid • B 19 . re relax d, w 1 · d 
free 

sy- live , liv -;;rfr) ten i n , str in, lives th t a.re 

nev~r t :ut or t nse, -eldom produc muck ~,=. •.tnes • T y r the 

c ~!ascent • d t} , d ocre live . It i t1e sp irit on t e 

r ck, t it t · t f,=.el r ti1 t tim t oad of 0 

t, isery, mp rf cti t f ome orrow, t tis 

1 ~ly t r due e , r ; tile • 

t re the . l e · 8 f li Th re re peyslc ,1 

dic· ps , · ri t ual r ,J.dily u sume, as ume 

inc)rrectl t • t if' m P• S C 1 le us t n refore hi 

power of ar-co• 11 hin t ing is C le e d. y 1:, ul t ink 

t • t blin e 0 8 is t rri l di ·p . t t 11 d . ,uld e 

un let r t . r . t • r . Y•t r test b t 
~ 

"? i wrltte 0 a. m. e .. thi1 ut ooe in r eye 

w wi t i cle r si t eldom vent 0 1 n ·ve th 

u of t.1.1 lr s. 

y u ul t it th t 1a • ha.ndi p, t t, 

e f n w uld u:n._t, l t er t music, f t r · 1, 

muc on th sen itive f t ~ r. t, th 



• 
• 

• 

• 

rP, 4 test mu. i ci n o~ <-' l t imes , Beethov n, r::.. stonp d ..... f . Beethoven 

could n th r the v, r y music which his own soul Wc;.,S cr e .. ting. But 

lac1~· ys·cal pow "" , physic,_l v ibr ~ tion, his s ul bee ... -ne s n i tized 

to h c..rin • 

You • ul think t bu.t t oe slave, a criu~le or 

would 

t 
Phllosop • • ~p \tetus , 

aey man. Y.t the P th r of 

c S jus t t hat - a slave uni cri nle 

beggar 

d u. be 

On his tomb as 1ritten this epitaph: "A sl , ve. ooimed in body , a 

be - . (. r through poverty lilld de unt o the 1m, rtuls." 

Yo, ... would t hink t • t ein ~ confined in dun :J'eo for r • 

yeara would . des troy sp irit, 'b.»tt yet o f.t! of t he 0rre;_i,te s t b oka 

of cl l times 611N' r ltten i n th ~ngl ish l 1 

the Diule is perhaps a b .lit mo t r eople in the En~lish 

orld, is Pil~;rims Pro e1s, written by a l1 

a Jail .,. or t velve lont__; rla r k yr;> ·rs. 

B mya.n • · s able t o intr duce a ll t he suns11 e , Glory • d hop . th· t 

is d i d m tim s t mil l ion of men 1 i. ving in frePdom • ..aQ1_ 

Yo • uld thi , t t overt r uld be a e~t handi c·p . 

poverty wh ch wo1 l d • e it i mos ible or a youn, an t pay 

t ti t · t ion t o ac ulre an e uca t i • kn l d .,e. Yet tl' t .. the 

c·ee Hi ll el. 

Y wig Hi ll l wa op r th t e c un no t pay t u1\ition t , a 

ach 1 o.r- 1~ rning. H cl i bee, to t ,, ro t oil' th,.. ch •ol and 

throu th openi in \h r of woul lit n in on th t Aachin.~• 

• 



• 
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oft a bi. 

I rPad, th ot r a;y • t t or y of ,h rl Lamb. At 

sixteen ne ic ed. At 16 h W, S t le tot 

hi f· t er . d h i t r . At 1 h . ri l l i·uit si t nry L:mb, 

ent • ...... d . HPr s aa f an int r itt t i n . ~ p h· d 1 

n ri d of co.nol ity . She r r enius. s e w· a ble 

to ssist Ch: rl a L b i i i tin :,• T 8 1 su1ldenly she wm:ld 

e ei~ d b t is rn ict i n. At •.,1 sn k i !Pd l r m th r d 

)und d her th r. Fr 40 y rs tl er tr , Ct rles L t c re 

of his si ter, givin • u everythin ~ in li her, c, ring 

er, he put her - or her. ·~ l n t he h r f h r di tre3s came 

til t he m d saed. 40 yp rs of t t o l1vi - 40 y • rs 

of l ivi ich w ul• h..:ve e btttere~ o.ny t her 1 ereon. 

YPt it di not mbi tter him. e tin · int r t i n f c. · .... rles 

Lo.m c o aw etn , t nd rn . a.I ( :umor. h n we r d tl em 

e r 1 o ting 1 o tnroa ta - • in our liv- . 

1 ndi.c psJ Th i t 1,, rson , t e n,=. r n r o d'l sn • t buc e 

er, us s bst cl as te. i, s t ne . re· t Dir, 11 

f Co on, h sop orl , o · lti l, 

t t t t e 1 r os d left • • 11. Di r el i, n t ~1ng 

daWlt d, l .. d not dine ra ed, t n d t t l e < d a d: "Th 

will c hen rill lis ten t m • .. thi t did cor. He • 

b c OilP th m st brilliant deb~ter i n t· e Hou e, on f t e 

r t t r t or. H t red h. difficulty. 

I r~l d t e oth r d • th ,. try of b y in hi op omore 

ye a t C 11 who w· . ce w th ulaion. He c ld not ' 

? 



• 

• 

• -s-

pi.y ic . d ·n the • tics. They re tr e • ne f his lif e. He mu. t 

not b ell Pdf He C r by W!li1 h · d t o "' • e his wa:,t . so 

he deci _ d t o t t h : tic Q ic - the t nin s e r ·.d d. 

He ork d .a: rd a. th pain was grp• t. B t · ft r . 11 he b g .. < 

to se'9 dn,yl i • ht in h ne suuJ cts. S on b 0 a t find hap in s 

i t - . ub jecta n • fte r l f W y rs he grew to be ne of the 

, ... te t r, t 1 matlci of hi ; e. T man C rl t, t · n:.etz . .. 

• hen 1 but. you, ri nds, vril l finJ'7 such 

J ople i r o circle . 
0 11 wider nandic :pa of y 

one -1 d r a t r. ve ned h t dpt t e elv to 

them it out r s • gnin the, elv s t o efea.\ d t t arne time 

e lori t .. u t mo t po s ibil1ti~s o t ir 11 i • t ion ithin 

th tr r~ ewor • en t , • do t l t t · sen e of ... ride, 

en e o n bility. 0 ti ~ t n y even 1 r Ti t be t r ;..1.teful for ~ 

t h t hin a hich they as. 

H di ' P in lifeJ I a d .· r old • dy WJ.0 h s b en 

inv· lid fort . t y • rs. ., n•ver 1~ V sher r rn. Sh 8 

eith r in b d or in • heel ch· ir . s i sta ed in h r r om or 

t enty y rs y t he is n t an rs n b;, • Her 

children - love t , C ' t 0 e h r • d 

d h~r r·mdc .dldr n. Thr.ar i a s ile t gr et th m 

d 1 8 ch er or d for t m. Sittin th re after 

for Y. r sh -• l ned much out 11 • s· s l Parned 

to s i ft the t f r m th t, th gold r m h dro a. She 8 

1 arned iad , forb r: ranee. Her c·.11 r n lo e t vi sit her. t 

ov t ir rticular pro lema with herb c; ua they ve l rned 



,. 

• 

' 

to ppreci· et e de t ched i dom hich h. c ~ t her. M inv lid7 

H ? I a y t • t th r i.i.r tens oft ou Mda f 

t tho n- rn s t cl s st t ".) t t • this 

inv, lid old lady does to her riends . . 

lli die ps J ev r I t r iruc ) ., 1 f , s a me oer of a 

J wis . co unity nd f t i e handie r ps whi c this J0 wl h peopl s 

bj; n subj cted to, f:,r thou ~ ~ r .. of ye·_r , I et e most vivid 

. d : .. elli g le eon in i;be .a lue of ic, .. p for :ien, 

the depr con lict • d t le in t e lif of human 

ein s . · t _eople f red so ch. h · s b en s1.ibJected to 

discr 1 tion of ·11 4 i n , 8 C , 1 c ic :r>•, and 

wh. t ople on th 4 f ce th r duced t · • t !uo\a of r . t -

nese in mind and 

ver.. i ,ld of hu 

irit, 

oup, h r ed. s 

t ent c 0 nturi 

d women of l d r ip and ~enius in 

d al k f bu.mun lif e a thi Je ish 

There 1• t h object le eon. If t re is· wi l to 

surm unt, • 11 handicap• of 1 e C, ot r the >irit. Th e 

is • sente re of" th • bois hich sums up t ol phil sopey. 

•do y t li f y r l 11 .. t u rinoJ" It is this roces 

of eset us, th· t ha.s s tr Ii$h n dour ti r , 

that s str n5hen d nerve t '1: ened o i1 tell~ct d 

de ened ur - i th. 

~-,come • r 1 1 die pa to 
~ 

iadivid 1al/ when 

e iv a ·rt t t lae me d c dly t o elf- p it d 

C.•, 



• 
• 
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thirdly t n . hr a so 1 ctu 1 l d t ·elv a 

lievi pi• C 1 i int 

f. 

giv 

t uw r , . T •. t 1 1 • Th r r omP p ople 

t, elf-pity d l nt ir ini f >r t w1 . 

olli:1 ;) ov - ti~ ir def t . 'l!h µ 

re c n t tly 

e cer in n pl 

1 • s nv .. r t vs o ot era 

tt .r. T tis b d for 

Some o e gave a cli o i t th r -~ "iich tells 

old C .. inese 

l1,.c. Bi 
r 

hi b· c' 

,. . 

f ce. Th r . t 
'l'hl t t · e f 

"Pre ently 
th· l iction thct 

of h rr r. 
nl ces, • .. 

woul 
y . 

t C 

o: 

d c d 

t er 
ise. 

t 

-1 ~ ed 
H as 

t ,r 
,ed 

f le . a 
wi ·o Chi ng T 

in hi 
cted 

.. i e o 
he. 

r • d. 

n 
i cl 1 

d uietly. 'B t t ~ t . an 
uld I 1 or i\h 

tion li So • uld I. 
t be fr e of hia avy 

or re dom ~r m his 

' 

' C 
sh n or mi L, or t e new, tried, 

un 1 
.,. • 11 • r our n . • 

• 
re 

th t 

ell 

' " l 

It 1 

n t 

of 

ell to 1 ve, 

1 d 

el • n ul cl i .:> t i own 

r nda, - 11 of u - n sch a 

w r 1 d n 1 t . w rld, 

i capa mi :ht 

ood fi , .. 

v b en, we• 

will r 1 

d • bl 

ire o•• 11 • l \ r 1 1\e 11 ce for 



• • .. 

• 
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those deticienc e and o t cl a • d ndicap which e C ul 

urmount hi.ch ite t u rom l vin un to h U! it. He 

Wld he un ers nd • The imp rt t 1n:1' i to" i t c.. g 

d lo U_) n lie s ch; lle e, t be m re, t do re, t 

more, t un er t; nd m re ,:.. t n 1til iz t 4e vPry dr wb. cks. 

V blin bloc.ics, t} e ,by i c 1 h ndic· pa , irit 1. -

phy 
. c ·.i.l, t o :xert et re luti ! u t st eu incli of 

d eril l t d in w .oi 
' 

y rill row tron .,. r, 

an n :• rer t o God. "l l t 8 t n ro • .:, am f r lif - t 

t e recious ut f t e vile. n 

not 

ow 

fi t 

lQarn 

the 

nt·l , 

rdship 

fi er 

br n 
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Th s . ~ ct, "Ov rco i 1 Li ' s ndicaps", .as s gg t d to b 

a book :hie I rec ntly r ad call d " h~ Jo i t . " 

by ;. an ho s f red both f om p r alysis and d 

through m ny y ars to adjust hi self both ysic lly ~n 

boo·~ is • ri t n 

na o st uggl d 

pirit lly to 

~or od o t or h s lf philo opby 

of app 1 • fe a d a::pni;1occj5Lp # h ppin ss ich -naol d im o liv trl ph­

ife 

~=lliill••eg. In th ir troduction to t is book call d "'I'h Good Fight" 

ther is letter addr ssed t o his b ph • 

De r Jerome: 

To .years ago h you r s t ricke ith polioroy litis; ~ e r yo r 
legs th:\t h"'d strong , nd sturdy '.)r eleve years ·, re sudd nly p"r -
ly~ed; n you wmre tort ·r d with physical pi ~nd m ntal rguish - in 
th t d rk hour you s id: "I w , , c R ymo d . H ill ' no· h t to s y 
t o mv l 't s '!_ 

I • nt to s 
mov d, tow rd 

you . 
door, 

smiled . 
said, "Ho 

oth r . Th n 
Y " ... . n I 

You l ay strapped to ~ r id fr . Only your h 
as I 1ter d. For momont J j st l ook d at ach 
I said, "hello , • id, " yot said, n llo , Lncl 
~ro you g ttin · log?" and you said , "Fin I" 

f t r th, t ther s full '.ut 'spa· s ; )Ut in th t sil c or 
ir.t rco. unic tion ost ctive . In th,.t ilenc yo' pour d out your 
s foring rt to , kno n th:'.lt I should derst d; d i1 thnt sil nc 
I tol you h t you n d o he r . For you h"'d s .1 e ~ lk i o your room 

d you k.1 w th t thirty-f ive years ago I ley , s yo .t • r lying, on p '" r -
lytic's b d. Th t as h ~t yo r lly nted -- ot to harm k, ut 
to se e 1 into your room, som ht 1 m ly, to b s re, ut on my own two 
legs . 
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