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assover ermo , ril 11, 1936 

rd~~ 
I wonder what passed through he .inds of haraoh ~nd is hosts as 

they pursued the chi dre o~ Israe w o were fleeing from Egypt. at thoughts 

pas ed through tteir mi:1ds as their c ar·ots olled on ~n their swo ds and 

sp rs flashed as hey pursued the slaves. 

The beautiful song of 1iriam in the Book of Exodus, tries ~o portray 

\he ideas wh'ch flashed trough he mi so thee emy . T.e ene y said: 

''I will pursue, I will overtake them. 1il divide the booty. y desire 

sh be satisfied upo +hem. I wi lay bare my suord and my ~·ord .ri l 

de troy them' This was Pharaoh fo~r t ousa d years ago ad this is Hitle 

four thous nd year later 

T • .1here are they 10w -- these men for ur ancestors uilt th cita-

dels of Pithom and Rames s ese mighty swo ... sm n and h~rioteers ho pur-

sued the people of Israel? The sands of ·me have complet 1 cov red them 

up. othi 1 g remains of hem. What ... emains of oh ... e.emies of Ira 1 --

those who id aste to the Kingdoms of Israel and Judea, the proud ssyr a, 

the mighty Babylon. Through the ages al of them ar- f~i ... ly ob ·terated. 

Th0y ar of inte.as on y to student~ of 1rchaeolo '. 



. _ , 
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The miracle of this 

world and never subjugated the 

little people that never conquered the , d 
world, never erected :9yramids or e"'l' ires/ ._ [.:;I ,.__/ 

this small people continued an unbroken chain of historic conti~uity, 

outlived all great empires and is now, t~enty ce~tu.ries later, even 

more nu:nerous and energetic, more hungry fo~ life than in the past. 

How ofte11, my friends, as you read tile Jewish history, do 

across the "Ohrase "strengthened by tile ener:iies of Israel" -you come 

a phrase 
. - t' y 9 ~ ;)iC ·/Jt.f:.~ / 

which you find in the ook of La-:ie,ntations,1\ 11 \'le have ~ ~it 

them up ... 8 HO\v of.ten do you come across, as you read the story of the 

historic :Bible 11 Hep, hep, Jerusalem is destroyed! 11 How often do you 

cooe across the cry echoed in Germany 11 The Jew shall perish like a 

bea.st. 11 W'nat weapons v,ere not forged and used against this people 

ror:i the laws of Pharaoh in 3g.~'Pt which destroyed every male Jewish 

child to the Nuremberg laYrn of 1935. And yet here we are - living, 

achieving, creating, fighting our foes as vali~~tly as in the past -

16 million strong. 

If you ask for any mi~acle in history, here is the supreme 

miracle. A great Christian world is celebratine today the miracle of 

the resurrection of 1 ts aster ,vho was crucified and descended into 

the tomb but who rose again. I suboit in all humility, my friends, 

this greater miracle - an arisen people,rl an even more crucified 

people who more than once through its lon& tragic history was nailed 

to a cross and cried 11:Eli, Eli11 - a people which descended into the 

valley of tne shadow of deata time and again and arose again resurrected • 

-·· .- ---~-~· ... . .. . 
------
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We are a people sharply critical of ou.rselves,~e.s.. 

Think how often the prophets of Isr~el despaired of t~}e--oi Israel 

and called it a sinful and backsliding :peoplel ·A:Id et the miracle has 

happened - the miracle of self-redemption - a miracle of repentance 

'"'d. 
and refashion¼-ng ideals y .irnpr--ovemerrt-; The Jeus who left Egypt and wandered 

through the wilderness far 40 years - vb.at a miserable lot of people 

they wereJ How frequently they co:np_ained to ,.{oses and plagued him. 

They didn't have enough food to eat. Tiley didn't have water to drink. 

They wanted the flesh-pots of Eg,ypt. Tney were a people that regretted 

that it had left Egypt because the freedom of the desert brou.ght with 

it hardship9 a discouraged people a yet a-generation later, the 

descendants of these same peo9le fought and died lue heroes, conquering 

and building up a great people. That miracle of self-redemption has 

happened over and over again. 

Jeremiah at the time of the exile of the Je~s in Babylon 

complained bitterly of the sinfulness of the people and of the backsliding 

and idolatrous practices and false prophets. Yet t~o generations later, 

the sons of these same people returned fro~ the Babylonian exile to 

Judea, rebuilt their nation, purified tneir religion a.~d gave to the 

world the most exalted :~onotheistic faith that it has ever had. 

'l'he Jews of Spain had lived there for centu~ies and had 

become rich and prosperous. They Tiere i-ch-arrd proud. 
.J) _. 'lo • 

Yet when, in 

1492, e~sion came, and these sa..::ne people were give~ three months 

to decide between being baptized or exiled, between leaving all their 

possessions in Spain, their ~alaces d....co.~fo ... ts or going out into 

the world as paupers facing danger, torture, exile - these same people. 

c=.os e exile. A miracle of self-rede:nption - and I say u.~ 

.... 
. - . 
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.-£r:i:ends, that this ·generation of Jews, ··f -art"eT a testing time m-!'~ cot1e 

to it as it has come to other sections of our people in other parts of 
'[).. I i 

tne world - tha:-t same generation which appears on the surface to be 

assimilated .will rediscover within itself that sa.-ne primal racial 

loyalty and strength. 

W'.aat -s -the-T.IY'stery-of this e-ol)Tm What is the key to 

this strange survival of our people? .A.~d I would like to point to a 

few facts. In-'"tl.e first place-,~ I should like-to point. -to , the fac.t-­
in 

thrrt just a.s there are in~ividuals who possess/a greater measure, love 

for life, vitality, · energy tnan other people, so there are masses of 

\ people who possess this life hunger, this ~ill to live and this capacity 
I 
I 

I for living in a greater measure than others. And the people of Israel 

I 
i 

have always had an anazing capacity for life and an indefeasible will 

1 to live. 

\ . "Ch-:,ose thou life. 11 That has been the mighty principle of 

Jewish survival . ._"'ltl~hen the Rabbis called us the toughest a.!ld hardiest 

people of the earth, they knew what they were tal~ing about and this 

will to live has always been strong enough to evolve strategy to 

protect thee against the forces which threatened to destroy them. 

Those who love life never relax their vigila..~ce against forces which 

might cause its disintegration. 

In ~)ie sec nd place, the~e is its life-giving faith. 
a_k, 

faith which~~ not stultify ana strangle religion but which has 

- a 

enabled it to make new.adjustments - to advance. Tne Egyptians wor­

shipped the God of the Metherlands. Their r~ligion was the Book of 

• . I, : 
:... 

·L·· · 
·-
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Be~d. T'ne Godo.,. I sr ael is~ 11 1::ia_, ,'r...o esir::; li·fe . 14 Our faith wn.s 

the aort of aith that r..atle JA''?'J :: :~rs, :.1en ·ho 60 out in quPst of 

the new, t· e undiscovered. 

con,• nt ionc-:i.1 . Go to the ~ew l·~ 

0 ·1""-1.,. I, f:r~r:1 t A rut, fro:'.l the 

y ·,u will b:lcome a bless inc ,, a c.11 lVL tions cf t1: <: e ... rth ill beco::ie 

ble • ec.l through you. 11 

reedo::n , _o:;-fr-i.ends, i:; c.e,_r t 1 all pnople . 1i th the Jeuish 

peop e, freed ~m is a very ~=4t of their religi)n. i'hen the ministers 

of old D.d~~onis: ed t he chilfren of I,..r.'...el ... nd. ns·-;:ed them to repent, 

they h_d to bring ther:1 a nt?-;, re_iGi on , u ne God. 11 Say unto the 

c' il <lre c_ Is :·ael : 11 I a!"'l Y2..v';?h .,..arl I •;1i1 1 bri..G y,1u out from yo,;.:i: 

ke of SGY])t . 1• - a :"';::.i:.. th-.t h:..::; . elped to keep those 

,vi o practi,..ed that faith alive a.ad ri :-vu.) ~ e;h the ages . 

J nd thirdl- there ·:: t 1e Jei, G c ~~,n.ci ;1 t, ad.::.p t hir.rnelf 

to hi:5 enviroru:1ent , to t.!.dopt the i?!;t in othf3 .. cultures without 

The Je\1 never . h8ttotized h~n~el. intellectually or 

spiritual y . If he had, he ., uld mv-e ,,. 1is_1sr"'. a lon _; time :. c . 

He ~:.;...:Jt~, hi·-:. l_ to c.11 cul t·i:~e... . ! ,., t r) ~.1.: th. b"'r.t that r,as n 
I 

.,. I , v--' ,-:, 
c..-ll of-t' e:n und incorpor ... ted th r:1 in his o·:,. ..1ut-·he never err.i· tted 

th Je":s t :"> survive - th....t i lo ~lAy .:> o 

a tr nu "en e 

a1othP Je . This sent ··./ - ~:1•_ t $tro :; tie of brotherlinesc:; 

~z n~ er been broken. 

other factor is t· s :r-rl.• , of the J ~i1· sh home . A fc\1 



11 Rabbi, I know 

all about t.1e history o: t he ..... sG 0·1pr Ho i d.~r . I :mov, about the 

re1 ':\"Oti n. ',1e kno. a.11 about it. I TI uld :U-ce tj have you tell 

thin_s toot we know exists 

tod· • - the bea ty and n b il i ·• 0.1. Je,,ii:; home i: H Th '.!. t is 

r ure t:1ing in the -;orld,~· ...:!:.r_: n <; , c.::1d I hor e it is not beco.-:rl.n0 

r c.rP urnonr.:, our pe _ le . 

ft.ctors are r till with us in c .n r.ti 1 use them. T'.aey 

c:..re still fu.ncti oninJ as the b"ttl. .. r ::.s of ::.- viv:•_ -~ 1 - t:1 e. i.-re 

f'.1.-:l , , ... on ng ~d t u.t is why I ~m n0t i.-

,i:3 so ... ch happenin5 to m.:i:<13 r::en cle_ es!;":c ~n ,J.ejected. We shall 

outlive Hitl~r .1s we outliv0 .Lh·s story - the story 

o Pharaoh is exactl t ' e ~:..!. ~ ~ '-' tl:~ 

They 'mow - th Hit ••. i tsl: cl. 

their crunl t;r l'..nd desper, tion. 

- th • t t ! ey c.re doo-ned. Hence j 
7 

l~ rn,/ / 
~-1~: ~:.ni:m th.'.-!t 1' .:1.t :-rill ultim· .. tely 'C.. ... .,,,,,. ,, 

) 

i s th---
- •; . 1 
•; .. -

Thr->re •• "' :t1 e- ol d :::piri t of Israel 1:;hich ~---: the;/ f Par.- G 

Isn:.el -

t ., ; C. • . :=- • l. - ) 
.. 

• I.I .J. stic'J. ~ •r-' ... h .... t love of justice 

ch ch in GPr~:1a.ny today. The;r c·•.n t help t· Q•-:::.,e ve~. i"hJ. t they 

•• uld lik to do is to r vi-:.1 t:tir:t Biu: . T ey , o ,.1d 1 u:e to for _,et 

ever./ reference to -~reedom, t ol ~r .- nc ~ ~'- fc.ir p rs , t~d sub st· tute 

"'or it ,,· r, · tred, intol,, • nc_ :~ id T i.-C1-al oie;otry. 

""" 
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1 
.ou C!...., 1 t fore a r el igion. y_ be ic_ "':')OC ... ets, .:3.3 the Paz is hav . -

le.bar in G~r::1.2.ny ruid r ob thc:.1 of i . YT-.1. c·1n Cil'?'..J.t . You ce.n l ie . ~ ou 

-:il 1 sLi:z. into the mind.s he B o· .... ! t e Bibl 

is the bo-,k of the J e7s \-:hose i__.e·(:G.:.'_..:i . ... :. ... :r0 t 1.:-..y be'ns dr..g:-'..l.ded 

n.nd l!U:1i 1 in. ted and ersecutecl in. th"· i:::- very midst, th'! t th~ f'J'\l.Ilder 

re~ rd as an inferior r~c~, - u .. ,.. _ ,_ .... not of ha. tred nor _ 

• .. L..r but of freedO;J and :9'"!2C"; ' 11 .;-:.. "tice .' . .l-'... lo re of 1ey neighbor. 

-;ic:~edne,.. s . Unto Abra.ham it ·:1; ,.. :, ~ .. unto Isuac ho 

tho3e ,.10 curse ou , I lill cu.r ce . rt 'fh .t is t;_e L: .. w of J e·1ish 

histcrJ ar.d on~ of the l aws of Je· .. i~::1 sur~•i..,~l. "~ sa w o cu se 

thee, I ,.ill curse : and thosG ·.:no ... ,less t ... e, ;,'i~l be b l e:."ed. 1 



' ' 

The philosopher orator, Cicero, wrote to nis son when he 

set out for Athens: "You are going to visit men who are supremely 

men.u This fine designation, I ma..~e bold to say, 'fDa3 be applied in 

even ~Teater justice to the people of Israel 1here a race, judging by 

every standard of measurement, is made up of men who are supremely 

men. They have been strong men possessed of a.,nazing physical 

sturdiness, so much so tha t they have been able to survive 40 centuries 

and as a people have been able to outlive many greater and more numerous 

peoples. They have been wise men who have given the world spiritual 

and ethical ideals and fashioned tree great religions of mankind. 

They have molded through their religious and ethical teachings the 

thought of the western world. They have been a loyal people, and 

if loyalty is a quality of men who are supremel; men, then the household 

of Israel are entitled to be called 11 supremely .men. 11 In the face of 

persecution they remained loyal to their convictions. They chose 

martyrdom through the ages rather tan surrender. They chose exile 

and wandering and suffering and htL~iliation rather than to prove 

disloyal. They have !ought valiantly with weapons more difficult, 

because not physical, more effective - weapons of the mind and spirit -

for their code of cottduct, for their world vision. They manned the 
. 

barricades of the world whenever there was a war in behalf of justice, 

freedom. And they are today, four thou.sand years later, after two 

thousand years of wandering and suffering, an amaz ingly alive, vital 

a.~d vigorous creative pioneering people sixteen million strong. They 

are a race of men who are 11 supr rnely men. 11 

---- - -
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We celebrate. this week, the festival of Passover, and 

connected with this festival, are certain legends about miracles 

which to0k place in Egypt. There was the gr eat miracle of the parting 

of the Red Sea which left a dry road for the children of Israel to 

pass over to safety while their enemies pursued them and were de.strayed. 

These miracles are legends. They have poetic significance - no historic 

significance and yet the greatest miracle of all is a true miracle, 

a real miracle, and that is t he miracle of the people of Israel, itself. 

I wonder what passed through the minds of Pnaraoh and his hosts as 

they pursued t he children of Israel who were fleeing from Egypt. 

What thoughts passed through t eir minds as th ir chariots rolled 

on and their swords and spurs flashed as they pursued the slaves. 

The beautiful song of !Jirhm in t e Book of Exodus, tries to 

portray the ideas which flashed tilrou.gh the minds of the enemy. The 

enemy said: "I will pursue, I will overtake them. I will divide the 

booty. My desire shall be satisfied upon them. I will lay bare my 

sword and my sword will destroy them." This was Pharaoh four thousand 

years ago and this is Hitler four t ousand years later. 

Where are they now - these men for whom our ancesto~s built 

the citadels of Pithom and Rameses - these mighty swordsmen and 

charioteers who pursued the people of Israel? The sands of :kB time 

have coraole tely covered them up. otning rel!lains of them. What remains 

of other enemies of Israel - those who laid waste to the Kingdoms of 

Israel and Judea, the proud Assyria, the mighty Babylon? Through the 

ages all of them are fairly obliterated. Tney are of interest only 
cJ 

to students of Araeology. 
I\ 

- ,... -
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The miracle of this little people that never conquered the 

world and never subjugated the world, never erected pyramids or empires -

this small people continued an unbroken chain of historic continuity, 

outlived all great empires a..~d is now, twenty centuries later, even 

more numerous and energetic, more hun y for life than in the past. 

How often, my friends, as you read tne Jewish history, do 

you come across the phrase 11 strengthened by the enemies of Israel" -

a phrase which you find in the Boole of La.,nentations. "We have 

them up. 1 How often do you come across, as you read the story of the 

historic Dible "Hep, hep, Jerusalem is ciestroyed1 11 How often do you 

come across the cry echoed in Germany 11 The Jew shall perish like a 

beast. 11 What weapons were not forged and used ae;ainst this people? 

From the laws of Pharaoh in Eg.rpt which destroyed every male Jewish 

child to the Nuremberg laws of 1935. And yet here we are - living, 

achieving, creating, fighting our foes as valiantly as in the past -

16 million strong. 

If you ask for any miracle in history, here is the supreme 

miracle. A great Christian world is celebratine today the miracle of 

the resurrection of its Master who was crucified and descended into 

the tomb but who rose again. I submit in all hurnility, my friends, 

this grP-ater miracle - an arisen people,lli: an even more crucified 

people who more than once through its lon~ t~agic history was nailed 

to a cross and cried 11El i, El 1" - a people which descended into the 

valley of the shadow of deatn time and again and arose again resurrected. 

- -
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We are a people sharply critical of ourselves of our weaknesses. 

Think how often the prophets of Israel despaired of the people of Israel 

and called it a sinful and backsl i ding pe ople! And yet the miracle has 

happened - the miracle of self-redemption - a miracle of repentance 

and refashioning ideals, improvement. The J ews who left Egypt and wandered 

through the wilderness for 40 years - wha t a miserable lot of people 

they werel How frequently they complained to 1oses and plagued him. 

They didn 1t have enough food to eat. They di dn't have water to drink. 

They wanted the flesh-pots of Eg;;p t. Tney ·1e re a people that regretted 

that it had left Egypt because t he freedom oft e desert brought with 

it hardship. a discouraged people, a ye t a generation later, the 

descendants of these same people fougnt and died like heroes, conquering 

and building up a great people. Tha t miracle of self-redemption has 

happened over and over again. 

Jeremiah at the time of the exile of the Jews in Babylon 

complained bitterly of the sinfulness of t he people and of the bacl<sliding 

and idolatrous practices and false prophets. Yet two generations later, 

the sons of these same people returned from the Babylonian exile to 

Judea, rebuilt their nation, purified tneir religion and gave to the 

world the most exalted Monotheistic faith that it has ever bad. 

The Jews of Spain had lived there for centuries and had 

become rich and prosperous. They were rich and proud. Yet when, in 

1492, explusion came, and these s~"Ile people were given three months 

to ecide between being baptized or exiled, between leaving all their 

posses sions in Spain, their palaces and co~forts or going out into 

tae world as paupers facing danger, torture, exile - these same people 

chose exile. A miracle of self-redemption - and I say unto you, my 

-t --- ---
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friends, that this generation of Jews, if after a testing time will come 

to it as it has come to other secti ons of our people in other parts of 

t he world - that same generatio which appears on t he surface to be 

a s similated will rediscover within itself t nat same primal racial 

loyalty and strength. 

What is the mystery of this people? ',7hat is the key to 

this strange survival of our people '? And I would like to point to a 

few facts. In the first place, I should like to point to the fact 
in 

tha t just asi there are inqividuals who pos sess/a greater measure, love 

for life, vitality, energy than ot her people, so there are masses of 

people who possess this life hunger, t h is will to live and this capacity 

for living in a greater measure than others. And the people of Israel 

have a lways had an anazing capacity for life and an indefeasible will 

to live. 

11 Chaose thou life. 11 That has been t ne mighty principle of 

Jewish survival. And when the Rabbis called us the toughest and hardiest 

people of the earth, they knew what they were tal~ing about and this 

will to live has always been s t rong enough to evolve strategy to 

protect them against the forces which threa tened to destroy them. 

Those who love life never relax their vigilance against forces which 

might cause its disintegration. 

In the second place, there is its lif e-giving faith. - a 

faith which did not stultify and strangle religi on but which has 

enabled it to make new .adjustments - to advance. Tne Egyptians wor­

shipped the God of the Netherlands. mheir religion was the Book of 
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Dead. The God of Israel is a. 11 king who desires life." Our faith was 

the sort of faith that made Jews seekers, men who go out in quest of 

the new, the undiscovered. 11 Get thee out from the rut, from the 

conventional. Go to the new land where I will show you and there 

you will become a blessing and all nations of the earth will become 

blessed through you. 11 . 

Freedom, my friends, is dear to all people. With the Jewish 

people, freedom is a very part of their rel igion. When the ministers 

of old admonished the children of Israel and asked them to rep_ent, 

they had to bring them a n~w religion, a new God. 11 Say unto the 

children of Is::-ael: "I am Yaveh and I will bring you out from your 

burden and yoke of Egypt. 1 - a faith that has helped to keep those 

who practiced tha.t faith alive and vi6orous through the ages. 

And thirdly there is the Jew's capacity to adap t himself 

to his environment, to adopt the best in other cultures without 

destroying his own, without bein~ submerged, without being completely 

assimilated. The Jew never g.~ettotized himself intellectually or 

spiritually. If he bad, he would have vanished a long time ago. 

He adapted himself to all cultures. He took the best that was in 

all of them and incorporated them in his own. But he never permitted 

himself to be completely immersed and obliterated. 

And I should like to point to another factor which has enabled 

the Jews to survive - that is loyalty to our O'Wll group. Jews have 

a strong sense of responsibility. Every Jew is responsible for 

a.~other Jew. This sense of loyalty - that strong tie of brotherliness 

has nP.ver been broken. 

Another factor is the survival of the Jewish home. A few 

-



days ago some newspaper man called me up and said: "Rabbi, I know 

all about the history of the Passover Holiday. I know about the 

redemption. \1e know all about it. I would like to have you tell 

me something about that rare and admirable thing that we know exists 

today - the beauty and nobility of Jewish home life. That is 

something from which non-Jews can receive inspiration~" This is a 

rare thing in the world, my friends, and I hope it is not becoming 

rare among our people. 

The interesting thing, IDJ7 ~riends, is that all these 

factors are still with us in 1936. We can still use them. T'ney 

are still functioning as the bulwarks of survival and they are 

functioning and that is why I am not a pessimist today when there 

is so mu.ch happening to make men depressed and dejected. We shall 

outlive Hitler as we outlived Pharaoh. This story - the story 

of Pharaoh is exactly the same as the story of Hitler. 

They know - the Hitlerites do - th£.t they are doomed. Hence 

their cruelty and desperation. They know that what will ultimately 

is that spirit of Israel which~ they fear . . There 1s the old 

classic spirit.of Israel - freedom, truth seeking, love of justice -

that freedom which pleads, that love justice. And that love of justice 

which speaks from every page of the Bible, they must read in every 

church in Germany today. They can't help themselves. What they 

would like to do is to revise that Bible. They would like to forget 

that every page is written by Jews. Tney would like to obliterate 

every reference to freedom, tolerance end fair play and substitute 

for it war, hatred, intolerance and racial bigotry. 

I 
I - - I 



-

I•• 

-8-

You can't forge a i:eligion. You can be pickpockets, as the Nazis have 

been and take the weal th which the Jews have achieved through their 

labor in Germany and rob them of it. You can cheat. You can lie. You 

can break treaties. But you can't undo history. And every time the 

Bible is read on Easter morning in every church of Gennany, the thought 

will sink into the minds of t he listeners that t he Book of the Bible 

is the book of the Jews whose descendants are today being degraded 

and humiliated and persecuted in their very midst, that the founder 

of the religion to whom their are worshiping t his morning, is a Jew, 

was of the race of Israel, of a race vn1ich some people tell us to 

reg~rd as an inferior race,-a r ace which teaches not of hatred nor 

v:ar but of freedom and peace and justice and love of they neighbor. 

And ultimately these things will undermine this regime of 

wickedness. Unto Abraham it was told and repeated unto Isaac who 

repeated it unto Jacob. "And I will bless those wno bless you and 

those who curse you, I will curse. 11 Tba. t is t !le law of Jewish 

history and one of the laws of J ewish survival. "Those who curse 

thee, I will curse; and those who bless thee, will be blessed.• 

- ---
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H - F O 1l S VIllAL -
Sermon, The Temple, 

Passover, April 11, 
1936 

I wonder what pas~ed through the minds of Pharaoh and his hosts as they 

pursued the ~hildren of Israel ho were fleeing from E ypt' I wonder what thou hts 

passed throu h their minds as their chariots rolled on and their swords and spurs 

flashed they ~ed the- s l es • 

The beautiful son~ of iriam in the Bool· of Exodus tries to portray the 

ideas which flashed ~hrou~h the minds of the enemy. The enemy said: "I will pursue, 

I will overtake them. I will divide the booty. My desire shall be satisfied upon 

them. I wi 11 lay bare my sword and my sword wi 11 destroy them." This was Pharaoh 

four thousand ear. ago and this is H tler M\1r t:ltousand- a s lat r. 

Where are they no 1 t hese men for whom our ancestors built the citadels 

of Pithom and Ramses~ these i ~hty swordsmen and charioteers who pursued the people 
I 

of Israel? The sands of time have completely cover d them up. Nothing remains of 

them. What remains of other enemies of Israel laid aste to the kingdoms 

of Israil and Judea - proud Assyria and mighty Babylon? They are of interest only 

to students of archaeology. 

The miracle oft is little people that never conquered the world : and never 

erected pyramids or empires is that it continued an unbroken chain of historical con­

tinuity, outlived all great empires and is now, t~ nty centuries later, even more nu­

~erous and energetic, more hun~ry for life than in the past. 

How often as you read Jewish history do you come across h phrase "le 

have swallowed her up this day."~ How often do you come across the crv echoed in Ger-

man ) "The Jew shal 1 perish like a beast " . at weapon were not for~ed and used 

a~ainst this peop from the laws of Pha aoh tn E~ypt which destroyed every male Jewish 

child to the Nuremberg laws which threaten ever Jewish life~ And yet here we are 
~ 

living achieving · creatin, fighting our foes as valiantly as in the past• sixteen 
rv-

milli n strong. 

If you ask for any miracle in history, her is the supreme miracle. The 
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Christian world is celebrating this day the miracle of the resurrection of its 

,-{aster 1who was crucified and descended into the tomb but Woke rose again. I subml t 
/,'\ 

in all humility this greater miracle - an 
I I IV' 
who more than once was nailed to a cross; a people which descended into the valley of 

the shadow of death time and time again, and arose, again resurrected. 

We are a people sharply critical of ourselves. Think how •Often the 

prophets of Israel despaired of Israel and cal led it a sinful and backsliding people! 

I 

Yet the miracle has happened - the miracle of self - redemption, a miracle of repentance 
;Y\ 

and refashioned ideals. The Jews who left Egypt and wandered through the wilderness 
/ 

I 

for forty years - what a miserable lot they were! How frequently they complained to 
A 

Moses and plagued him. They did not have enough food to eat. They did not have water \ 

to drink. They wanted the fle~h - pots of Egypt. 'They were a people that regretted 

that it had left Egypt because the freedom of the desert hrought 

They were a discouraged people. Yet a generation later, the descendants of these 

same people fought and died like heroes, conquering and buildin~ up the land. That 

miracle of self-redemption has happened over and over again. 
-, 

Jeremiah at the time of the exile of the Jews in 'Fabylon complained bit _____..... 

terly of the sinfulness of the people and of ._ backsliding and idolatrous practices 
) 

and false prophets . Yet two generations later, the sons of these same people returned 

to Judea. rebuilt their nation. purified their religlo~and save to the world the 

most exalted roonotheistic faith that it has ever had. 

The Jews of Spain had lived there for centuries and had become rich and 

pro~perous. They were rich and proud. Yet when expulsion came and these same people 

were given three months to decide between being baptized Mild exiled, between leaving 
their homes and comforts, 

all their possessions in Spain or going out into the world as / paupers facing danger, 
, I 

t rture, exile .. most chose exile. A miracle of self-redemption - and I say that this 
/ ) 

generation of Jews, 711 M after its testing time, will rediscover within itself that 

same primal race loyalty and strength. 

What 1s the ky to this strange survival of our people? I would like to 
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point to a few facts. In the first place, just as there are individuals who possess 

in ;r"greater measure love for life, vi t ality, energy than other people, so there ar --. ( 
Masses of people who possess this life hunger, this will to live and this capacity 

for living in/ larger measure than otherf peoples. The people of Israel have always 

had an a z ing capacity for life and an indefeasible will to live. "Choose thou 
r, 

life•:_;; That has been the mighty principle of Jewish survival. When the abhis 

called us the toughest and the hardiest people of the earth, they knew what they were 

talkin~ about• this will to live haq always been ~tronR enou~h to evolve strategy 

to protect Jews a~ainst the forces which threatened to de troy them. Those who love 

life never relax their vlailance against forces which might cause disinte~ration. 

In the second place, there is s life-givln9, faith, a faith which does 

not stultify and strangle religion but which as enabled it to make new adjustments, 

to advance. The Egyptians ed the god of the nethet.world. Their scripture 

was the ook of the Dead. The God of Israel is a "kintf who desires life." Our faith 

was the sort of faith that made Jews seekers, men who go out in quest of the new, the 

undiscovered. Get thee out from the rut, from the conventional. Go to the new land 

which I will show yo/and there you will become a blessing and all nations of the earth 

will become blessed through you. 

Third- there is the Jew's capacity to adapt himself to his environment, 
~) 

to ado pt the best in other cultures without destroying his own, without becoming subJ 
without betng completely assimilated. 

merged he Jew never ghettoized himself intellectually or spiritually. If he had, 

he ould have vanished a lon time a o. He took the best cultures 

and incorporated~ in hi own. He never permitted himself to be completely it11111ersed 

and erased. 

vive -

I should like to point to another factor which has ena led the Jews to sur­

loyalty to our own ~roup. Jews ave a stron sense of responsibility. 

Every Jew is responsi le for aaot~e~ Jew. This stron tie of hrotherliness has never 

een broken. 

Another factor is the survival of the Jewi h home. few 
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/ 
d·•ys ago ~ ne :ispaper 7:l.-'.ll cc...l_r.,c_ :,~ ~ -.:..~--: .-..~d "uid: "Rai>bi , I kno'i7 

I r.ould ~ike to have you tell 

~e so~0 t hin3 abou t th.:...t r2.r 0 :;..::,:__ ar.~ir.:. de thin~ that •.•;e know exists 

I 
- the beauty and n bi • t ~· o::.' e7lish ho::ie li:e. Th·~t is 

so:net:1 in.::; fro;n which n n-Je;;~ c~~- receive ln::-1 ir:!tiQn. 11 This is ;.;t, 

, ) 
r o.re t !1 i ng in the wor ld s t 2 g c.:i~ I h~~e it is not beco:u~g 

The interestin . t 1il'1'.. C ~ .. Jc.> . ~ Mi , i s t · t all these 

f ~c tors c1re !=; till ith uz i 1 ... 3G. :ie c ...... ~ :ti... .. 1 _e t he:n. T'ney 

a. re '" till functionine as the b• 1-.-.-~.r::3 of -;- vi a~ 15 i. 11 J 

i I I & ;md t u t i v1liy I :-.. 1 n . t ;_ . e , ~ i·~ict t,};;ie ll ir6 I] 

,._ so mu.ch happening to ed [-...-id tl jected. We shall 

outlive Hitler a s vie o tlived ?h3.!"aoh. • the story 

of Pharaoh is exactly the :::a•:ie ... s tL . t·t;:,r·· of Hitl er . 

They know - the Hl tl ri e~ d - th,4 t ti1e· r- e doomed. Hence 

t heir ~ru.0 t;1 and desp r ,_tion. Tnny _:.n'.)\·; th.::.t \1° I 'Jf 3M $ l1IJ ;f j 
-cr11 Wr// u.lrtP/dfP j_ #n~u1711,1 
- S?iri t of Israel ,.~hich w- they fe 7 - I 1 Ul 

olrss · , pirit sf Ia sal 5 1 I I '" 3, ztt;g at Jasttw .-

tti11its ... .c._ .... _, - -----•-•J111r-1•-••11,11111lll!J1111a--,3~· =•·•2 •· a .. s .. , -,i::111:a•· ~ .. t love cif ju3 tice 

v: ich spPclcs fro~ evpry pn._;1; of t L') ~.:. 0:.e , t._ey ·:-:u:~ t read in every 
' ()dC: 

church in Gr->rr!Ulny today. T c;r c.:.1 "'1 hel_ t ·1P ~ ... el eo . ':ih . .i. t t ey 

r.ro l d like to do is to revi ::e th· .. t J1ib • Th~:,r 101..ud like to for,_.et 

very r eferl?n<'e to :reedo:n, tol • !:'~ c i i.:..l•'. :r:i.i:: 1 .~ .. d substitute 

for it Pc;;,.r. hutred , intol r, nee ·nf. r .:.:.~· .... _ igot::- . 

-,.... 

( 

• 



net: 
You c~ ~for e a rel igion. Ycu c.m be pie.;._ '--'c";:e ts , as t he Paz is have 

been '-'.nd t ~.k tl e ;:,0 al t h r:h i cn t 0 Jc-;;s .-..c· ie·.;ed throu..:;h t .n.eir 

labor in Germany and rob t h~.. of it . Y-,u C i.J"l c.:1<:at . You cen l ie . You 
0 17~6 

CLJl b_ 0~~ trQD. t i 0 s . But you C,'.ln '1'; f .1.."1::l') hi£t ,;r y . JM ~ er y t ir.1e t } e 

J3 .L• ·o 1 • d - t • • 6l- • ft G th t · t is r Pa on :-.;a ~ er t!l r .P.. L"1.Z 1.n -s•...- cn•;.r c o- 0 r~..y , e 11 , 1 • 

a n < · . 1:. iliut d und per secuted in 

of t ne reli :3ion 

, ~s cf t he r ~ce of I src l , Qf u ' . ·a.ce •;taic 

r ~ _; .rd a s 8-'l. inferior race 

:.e.r u t of reedo·n and p 0 a ce u. d. •.._. : t ic und lo c _ t t y neighbor. 

Unto Aorah a..::n it ·ic. s t 

unto~~ I .... ill 

you , I wi...l 

o_ the laws 

cu.r~e . r1 

d and. .... c._ 0 ~. c._c unto Isaac . o 

b less y u • d 

• ~ t. :.. e l • , of Je·.1i sh 

r 
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THE MIRACLE OF OUR LIVES 
From Egypt to Berlin - The dystery of Our Survival 
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e philosopher orator, Cicero, wrote to nis so wnen he 

set out for t.aens: 11 You are going to v.i.sit men w o are supremely 

men." This fie desigI12.tion, I make bold to say, may be annlied in 

even .:.,Teater justice to the people of Israel where a race, judgine by 

every standard of me surement, is made up of men who are supremely 

men. They have bee strong men poszessed of a!nazi:g physic~l 

sturdiness, so much so th~t they have bee. able to survive 40 centuries 

and as a people have bee. able to outlive many greater and more 11erous 

peoples. They have been wise men who have given the world spiritual 

and ethical ideals and fas· ioned three great religio s of maru::i d. 

They have molded through their religious and ethical teachings the 

thought of the western world. They have bee a loyal people, and 

if loyalty is a quality of men wno are supremely men, then the household 

of Israel are e titled to be called 11 aupremely men. 0 I the face of 

persecution they remained loyal to tneir convictions. T ey chose 

martyrdom tb.rougn --~·~S rather t · an surrender. T ey close exile 

and wandering and suffering and humiliation rather than to prove 

disloyal . They h~ve fougnt valiantly with weapons more difficult, 

because not physical, more effective - weapo s of the mind and spirit -

for their code of co~duct, for tneir world vision. Tney manned the 

barricades oft e world whenever there was a war in be ·lf of just·ce, 

freedom. And they are today, four thousand years later, after two 

thousand years of wandering and sufferi:i.g, an amazingly alive, vital 

and vigorous creative pioneering people sixteen million strong. Tney 

are a race of L'.len ,1n.o are II supre .. ely cen. 11 
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,e celebr~te. tnis week, the festival of Passover, and 

connected with this festival. are certain legends about miracles 

which to •)k place in Egypt. There was the great mir' cle of t e parting 

of the Red Sea w· ic1 left a dry road for the children o_ Isr~el to 

pass over to safety while their enemies pursued them and were destroyed. 

These miracles are legends. They have poetic sij$Ilificance - no historic 

sig11ificance and yet the greatest miracle of all is a true miracle, 

a real miracle, and tr.at is the miracle of tre people of Isrdel, itself. 

I wonder what pas sed t ·:u-oug..11 the □in s of Pharaoh and his hosts as 

they pursued t.e cnil = en of Israel who were fleeing from ~gypt. 

ihat thoughts pas sed througn their minds as t heir chariots rolled 

on and their swords and spurs flashed as t ey pursued t e slaves. 

The beautiful son0 of Uir:b.m in the Book of Exodus, tries to 

portray the ideas which flashed througn the minds oft e enemy. The 

enemy said: 11 ! will pursue, I will overtake the::n. I will divide the 

booty. My desire shall be satisfied upon t em. I will lay bare my 

sword and my sword will destroy t em. 11 This wa s Pharaoh four thousand 

years ago and this is Hitler four tnousand years later. 

Vfoere are they now - these men for whom our a.ncesto:r:s built 

the citadels of Pithom and Rameses - these ~ighty stordsmen and 

cha:rioteers who uurs~ed the people of Israel? The sands of L~ time 

huve completely covered them up. ot ing rel!laius of them. 1at remains 

of other enemies of Isr~el - those who laid waste to the Kin -doms of 

Israel and Judea, the proud Assyria, the mighty Babylon? hroug· the 

a6es all of t.ec are fairly obliterated. They are of interest only 
c., 

to students of raeology. 
I\ 

I -- . 
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The miracle of tnis little people that never conquered the 

world and never s bjugated the world, never erected pyraoids or e:npires 

tnis small people continued an unbroken chain of nistoric conti~uity, 

outlived all great e~pires and is 10w, twe ty centuries later, even 

more numerous and energetic, more hungry fo~ life than in the pa st. 

How ofte11, my friends, as you read tae Jt:mish history, do 

you come across t ne pnrase II strengthened by the enenie s of I srael 11 -

a phrase which you find in the Boo~ of La."!lentations. 11 e have 

them up." How often do you come across. as you read t ne story of the 

historic Bible 11 Hep. hep, Jerusalem is ciestroyed! 11 How often do you 

come across the cry echoed in Germany 11 The Jew shall perish lL~e a 

beast. 11 VTnat weapons were not forged and used a 6ainst this people? 

From the laws of Phara oh in E€;.rJ)t which destroyed every male JeY1ish 

c:iild to the 1ure:11berg laws of 1935. And yet here ie are - living, 

achieving, crea ting, fighting our foes us valiantly as in the pust -

16 million strong. 

If you ask for any miracle in is tory. here is the supreme 

miracle . A great Christian world is celebra tine today t e miracle of 

the resurrection of its Master who w s crucified and descended into 

the tomb but ho rose again. I sub~it in all humility, my friends, 

this greater miracle - an arisen people,2£ an even more crucified 

people who more tan once through its lon~ tragic history wa s nailed 

to a cross and cried "Eli. Eli11 - a people which descended into the 

valley of tile shado" of deat.a time and again and arose a gain resurrected. 
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'We are a people sharply critical of ourselves, ef o'tl:?" ·,,·oakne. :-esce 

Think how often tne propnets of Isr~el despaired of the peepl O'f Israel 

and cal led it a sinful and backslidin5 people! ~ yet the miracle has 

happened - the miracle of self-redemption - a miracle of repentance 
~ c 

and refas ioniB,g ideals, ~evemeut-; The Jews who left Egypt and wandered 

through the wilderness for 40 years - what a mi sera le lot of people 

they werel How frequently they complained to Hoses and plagued him. 

They didn't have enough food to eat. Tney didn't have water to drink. 

They wanted t e flesh-pots of Eg.1pt . Tney were a people that regretted 

that it had left ~gy-pt because the fre edom of the desert broug t with 

it hardship. a discoura6ed people~ a yet a ~e er~tion later, the 

desce~dants of tnese same peo9le fougnt and died lli- 1eroes , conquering 

and building up a great people. That miracle of self-rede:nption has 

happened over and over again. 

J eremian. at the time of the exile of t e Jews i. Babylon 

complained bitterly of the sinfulness oft e people and oft e bac~sl iding 

and idolatrous practices and false proplets . Yet t wo generations l a ter, 

the sons of t hese same pe ople returned froc the Babylonian exile to 

Judea, rebuilt tneir nation, purified t aei r religi on and gave to the 

world the most exalted :!.onot heistic faith that it as ever ,1c.:.d. 

The Jews of Spain ad lived there for centuries and }iad 

become rich and prospero s. Tney were ~-ea~ami proud. Yet when, in 

1492, e lusion a.me, and these same people were give~ three moths 

to decide betneen being oap tized or exiled, between l eaving all t eir 

possessions in Spain, t eir ualace 

the world as paupers facing danger, torture, exile - these same people 

ch ~e exile. mir~_cle of self-redemption - and I say uais J ca, mt:/ 
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to it as it has come to other sections of our people in ot er parts of 

the world - same geueratio1 whic~ appears on the surface to be 

assimilated will rediscover within itself t hat sa.~e primal r acial 

loyalty and strengt . 

What is the oyste-ry of this p-eo15le1 What is ti1e key to 

this strange survival of our people? .A..~d I would like to point to a 

few facts. Ia e irst pl:aee~ I snould lik to ~oin-~ tote 
in 

ct 

t~-t just as t ere are individuals , • .,_ o possess/ a greater measure , love 

for life, vitality, energy than ot er people, so there are masses of 

people who pJssess this life hunger, this will to live and this capacity 

for living in a greater measure than others. An ' the people of Israel 

have always had an anazing capacity for life and an indefeasiole ~ill 

to live . 

11 Ch'J ose thou life. 11 Trut has been tne mignty principle of 

Jewish survival . :11,m. nen the Rabbi s called us t e toughes t c:-!ld hardiest 

people of the eartn , t .. ey mew v./ at t ey were tal.,dng about and this 

will to live has al ·l/\·ays been strong enough to evolve strategy to 

protect theCT against the forces which threatened to destroy t em. 

Those who love life never relax their vigilance against forces which 

might cause its disinte ation. 

In the second place, there is its lif e-giving faith. - a 

faith which did not stultify ana strangle religion but which has 

enabled it to make new. adjustments - to advance. Tne Eg1ptians wor­

shipped the God of the Netherlands. Their relig · on was the Book of 



Dead. The God r Israel is a "king no desires li e.H OUr faith was 

the sort of aith that , de J . s seekers. men who go out in quPs t of 

t e new, t e undiscovered. ""c}et thee out 

conventi nal . Go to the new l · <1 ~e [ wi ll show y u. and there 

y JU will bf'come a blessin6 and all nations of th • rth will become 

b le ed through you." 

P'reedom,.f.'0¥ fpiend-a, is de rt all people . With the Jewish 

people, freedJm is a very part of their religiJn. When the ministers 

of old admoni shed the c ildren of I s r a el and asked them to repent, 

they hud t o bring them a new religi n, a new God. 11 Say unto the 

children f Is ·ael: "I am Yaveh and I will brig y out from y ur 

ourden and yoke of Egypt." - a a i th th& t has 1 elped to .l\.eep thos e 

who practi , ed that faith alive · d vig r ou t ugh the ~ges. 

d thirdlf there is the Jew's ca.paci t y to adapt himself 

to his environment, to adopt the best in other cultures without 

dP stroying his own, without oeing ubmerged without b in .,., c mpl t ly 

spiritually. If he had, he w0uld have vanished a lon6 time ~go. 

He a 

all 

d hi ._ lf to all c 1 t . H t o .k the bPst that iae n 

incorp ra ted them in his own. B'l1t he nev r rmitted ... 

hi elf t be c mpli::,tely 11 .:. r ed 1 o l itera ted. 

And 1 should like to point t o other f ctor wh i ch has nabled 

the Jest survive - th.....t is loyalty to our own up. JP s b. .. ve 

a stron sense f responsibility. Every J w is res ons i ble for 

ha s n Aver been bro en. 

Another actor is th urviv of the J w ah home. A f w 



• 

-7-

dl..ys a o snm n wspap r ·ui call d me up • d ~aid: "Ra bi, I know 

all bout t e ni t ory o the Passover Holiday. I uio a out the 

redem_ t • n. e kno all about it. I w uld like t, v u tell 

me s mPt in ab ut th . t rarp .:... d dmirl.. . .,le thin t · • t e w exists 

todcy - t e b 0 auty and n bility of Jewish ome lie. That is 

somet i fr ch 1::>n-Jews c· receive i snirati on." Tnis is a 

ng 

rc-r am n ur nle. 

Te int resti t J. ing., 

ctors are till with us in 1936. e c· still use trem. Thy 

a re still funct toni s t e ul .: .. r· ·s f viv 1 e • re 

• orring ., d t ... t is 1 . I not 1st t w en t 

so muc happeni to e . en depre sed d dejected. :,e shall 

outlive Hitl r a s we outliv d haraoh. This story - the st ry 

of Pharaoh is exactly t e ame as the . t or of Hitler. 

T ey ow - the Hitl~rite do - th . t t ey doo I ed. H nee 

their cru 1 t,r and de perati n. Tney . that what will ulti ::1.tely Co 

L th 

cl· s iri\ Ir el - fr d , trut s e in, love t justice.­

love of ju tice 

hich PP s fr m V r · p· e of t e Bible, t e . L· t read in ev ry 

church in G P-r y t day. They c· •t help t I . selves. h .1. t t ey 

would lik to do is to revise t t Bible. They wo\u d 1· to for et 

th t every Jt• e 1s · tten by J a. T ey u.ld 11 e t o lit r·te 

V r r f rence to ... reedom, t ce • ;.<l. f ir pl , d bstitute 

for it or• • tred, intol r · nc d r· c ial igotry. 

,,. 
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You c b 

ich tne Je s 

p ic. p ckets, ·st e Hazis have 

i:.J.Ve achieved throuei. t. eir 

1 oor in Gr any and rob t1em of it . Y u can c eat . You can lie . Yu 

c br"t- trP· ties . But y u C ' 't d hist ry . An< evPry ti e t i.e 

Bil is re·d n ~c.:ster morn·ng in °v r.r churc f G-r • t 

ill si ' int t e mi s f t . . e li ,.. t 0 n rs t • t the Book )f t e Bible 

is the bo ft e Jes h se e ·c nd.ants are t ueing d~g ded 

and ui iliated and ersecuted int ir v ry midst, t · t tne f der 

ft e reli ion t~ ~ mt P·r ar rs i_ ing t ia orni , is a J 

s f the r=ce of Isr~el, of a race w1ich s 1 tell us to 

re J rd as an inf rior race,-a r ce ich te c e not of h· tred nor 

. ._r but 

wic~edne -s . 

freedom and pace ar d j tice and love o t ey nei b r • 

tis regime of lti t ly t Qse tni swill 

Unto Ar' am it w~s t i ld a. d ated unto Isaac w o 

t Jacob . tt An I i 1 l le s t se .. o bless u , d 

those 1 curse y u, I will e . M T tis t r l ~w of Je sh 

history and n of the laws f Jewi 1 survival . "Those o curse 

thee, I will curse; dt}ose · oolesthee, i ~lbe lesed. " 




