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FICTITIOUS ISSUES I T~ C AIGN 

By 
Rabbi Abbe Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
SUn l,.orning, October 18, 1936 



I have frequently maintained that the salvation o our world 

today lies with those people wno can thinK with a minimum of bias and feel 

with a maximum of restraint. Propaganda aims to acnieve tne opposite of 

tis. It aims to make man tnink, if he tninks at all, with a maximum of 

bias and to feel with a minimum of restraint. 

I have also maintained tnat civilization tonay is a race 

oetween propaganda and education. Propaganda today is a perfected art 

by wnich the minns of men are befudoled with eaten-words, slogans, half­

truths and passionate appeals to the primitive in man. Propaganda has an 

elaborate technique for undermining human reason and for stampeding people 

into acts wnicn they would not do wnen in possession of calm judgment. 

Propaganda today, aided byte million-throated radio, is ~ttacking the 

citadels of human tnou tin almost every part of tne world. 

Now in a national campaign, propaganda, of course, runs ri t. 

The high pressure, expensive propaganda macnine is improvised. Ev ry 

device knowo to the blackguard is exploited in order to make men vote 

in accordance witn the interest of his party. The press, radio, platform, 

movies. pamphlets, parades - all of tnese are exploited forte one 

purpose of making tnis party or that party win. There is far less 

reliance placed on reason, logic, fact tuan upon hysteria, fear and 

suspicion. This, of course, is true of all political campaigns. It 

is tne price we have to pay for democratic government. In my judgment 

it is not too high a price to pay. It is far more desirable tnan a 

condition when you have one party in power - dictatorsnip, totalitarian 

state where every dissenter is sent to the concentration camp. 
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Occasionally, however, a national political campaign becomes particularly 

venement, bitter. Such a camapagn usually attends a period of crisis 

in our national life - in war or depression. 

You may recall from your history, tne campaign f 1861 and the 

abuse, tne in amous abuse wnicn was heaped on Abranam Lincoln. When one 

reads the records of those uays, one is amazed, one is snocked to see how 

nis contemporaries could have so completely nisw.1derstood tne greatness 

of the man as to bring down upon him such vile cnarges and denunciations. 

You may recall tne bitter ampaign of 1890, some of you from your own 

perso al experience - one of the leading papers in tne East in those days 

called tne wnole democratic campaign of 1896 an attacA upon the ten 

comrnandm.en ts. 

I am afraid tnat the campaign of 1936 has taken on a good aeal 

of tnat same bitterness, acrimony. There is an amazing amount of hate 

abroad in tne land. There are large sections in our population wno can 

not speak of tne Presi ·ent of tne United States without eysterical hatred 

and violence. You would t.aink tnat the President ruined tiem. You 

would think that the President was responsible for t.ae panic in 129 

and all that followed instead of naving helped to pull themselves and 

their business out of one of the most disastrous economic depressions 

Known in our history. Everywnere one sees evidences of returning 

prosperity. Economic authorities have agreed that the condition 

in 1937-38 will improve even more. Everyone seems to have more confidence, 

more hope. You would tnink, at least, that tnese people even if not 

being favorably disposed to tne President, w1ul not hate him as so 

many to. Tnat, unfortunately, is tne case. 
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The other ~ I listend to a yowig man rant a6ainst the 

Presiaent. I know tais young man ann trat he has never earned a dollar 

in his life and never will. He has inaerited some money from an estate 

and tnat, of course, made nim an autocrat. During the depression tne 

values of his estate naturally decreased. He walked about for four or 

five years a deflated zero. A zero, my friends, is tne most puffed up 

nurreral. Last year, stocks and bonds picked up a little and the zero 

became inflated again. And now he is bringing down maledictions upon 

tne President and tne administration. I am sure tnat all the time he 

was collecting ividends and clipning coupon oaks. 

I suspect t.aat our fe~ture writer an jour alist, r. m. 

F. McDermott o tne Plain Dealer, is absolutely corr ct wnen he sums 

up this situation as follows: 

11 I suspect that some of tne bitter feeling now shown toward 

Roosevelt is not rooted in resentment against vhat can reasonably be 

regarded as mistakes and failures. It is not aroused by objection 

against the ay in which reforms have bee carried out. It is based 

ratner in hostility toward any reform. 

"The old guard stands just wnere it was. It wants a return 

to things aa tney were with all tneir iniquities and tneir injustices. 

The glimpse of a returning prosperity has encouraged its members to 

believe t • t the clock can be turned back and the world remodeled in 

tne ancient patterns tnat tney found highly comfortable. 

"There is no longer the same acute consciousness of the 

prevalence and pain of poverty. The realization tnat society at tne best 
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has meant wretc.aed living for mil lions of people is comfortably put out of 

mind. 

"With the first faint blush of prosperity the old arrogances are 

coming back, the f a.mil iar coc -ine ss, tne carelessness about the 1 i ves of 

others so long as one's own is well upnolstered. 

11 Greed, ruthlessness, callous cynicism we nave wi tn. us always, but 

tney s eem to be softened by a epression and brought into their most exquisite 

flower b . tne first winds of prosperity. n 

We have many, so many fictitious issues which have been injected 

into this campaign ot 1936 thb.t I nave time to expose but a ew of tnem. 

I am noing this, my f riends, no out of any sense of partisanship. Naturally, 

like other citizens of tnis country, I nave my own political preferences. 

But I a ssure you it is not tha t pre erence tnat I ads me to discuss tnis 

subject tnis morning. I am not a uoctrinaire. · I am not so radically 

partisan as to imagine tnat if the opposition party receives tne vote 

of the American people and Landon is elected tnat America is doomed, 

and tnat in tne next few years we can experience not.aing but disaster. The 

.American people are not teetering on tne e ge of a abyss and all the 

frantic blood-curdling warnings from one party or another are utterly 

unfair and uncalled for. Those wno resort to tnem are just swinnlers. 

One of tne ~ictitious issues introduced into tis campa ign 

is tne absurd anu fantastic cnarge t.nat tne President of tne United 

States is a communist, tnb.t ne nas communist leanings. I assure you 
Governor 

tn~t Presid nt Roosevelt is no more a co:nmunist tnan/Landon is a fascist. 
clear 

Anyone wno has any respect for tne meaning of words, for the/definition 
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of words reali~es tna.t communism is not an issue in tnis campaign. It is 

a red nerring, out it is not an issue. 

In the depths oft e depression in 1932, wen you would h ~e 

expected a terrific vote of resentment and indignation, a vast outpouring 
in 

of radicalism on tne part o tne .American people -/1932, t er were close 

on to 40,000,000 votes cast in a free election. Of tne 40,000,000 votes 

100,000 were canmunist. Less tt.18.ll 900,000 were even socialist votes. 

The socialist vote o:f 1932 was actually less tnan the socialist vote cast 

in 1908. Anyone wno tninks tnat communism whicn nasn•t one Senator in tne 

SeHate, one Congressman among 435 Congressmen intne House, not a single 

socialist Governor inone single state of tne Union, and of the nun reds of 

Mayors int e United States but two socialist ayors - anyon that tninks 

tnat communism in 1936 is an issue is speaking tnr.ough madness or mendacity. 

And yet nere you nave a great newspaper owner and publisher, 

m. R. Hearst whose daily publi ~ation is spread over tnis country from 

coast to coast wnose daily diatrem is tne communist President in 

Washington and wno intimates a close tie-up between asnington and oscow. 

He is not tne o ly one wno does tnat. He is only the least scrupulous 

and tne most dishonest. And here is a priest, a ghostly Fatner, ranting 

from one end of the country to tne otner about the communist leanin s 

oft e president of the United States, this priest who recently in 

Cleveland, I believe, advised tne Jews to give up tneir religion of 

"an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth" and to accept his religion of 

brotherhood, whose lips verily spit with ve1om and hate for his political 

opponents wno calls the President of the United States a liar and a 

4ou.ble-crosser and then offers wnat a reporter termed a "shyster apology" -



this man wno would drive tne mo eychan~ers out of the country and !ret 

finds time himselt to do a little speculating on the side, a who 
fue 

speaks in the ~ ster who taught men to tu.rn{other cneek but when one 

str~es him advises his followers to use bullets when they can 1 t get 

all they want with ballots, a man wno said he would never go into 

politics and who now joins up in a politica l party with a group of 

people - tnP. Townsendites whose economic platf orm he said was lunacy -

tnis man is now arousing, rabble-rousing the .America n people against 

the nresent administration because it is comcrunist. 

Now what is there communistic about the present Administration? 

Was the NIRA, the NRA communist? The Republicans voted for it and the 

business of the United States marched in parades in hilarious entnusiastic 

endorsement of it to pass all legisla tion. a s tne AAA communi stic -

an eff ort whi cn was made to restrict by voluntary agreement the production 

of certain agri~~ltural products. as tne Federal f arm credit comrmmistic -

an attempt to save t e f mer vno had been struggling for more than twelve 

desperate years against declining prices, agai st losing his f arm? as 

the Home Loan Relief com.mmistic? iere various relief acts whicn our 

administr~tion set up to keep fifteen million neople from starving 

and going Bols evik - was t.nat communistic ? a s the Securities Act wni ch 

was passed which wa s aimed to protect the American priva te investor aga inst 

th~~t kind of dishonest fluctua tion of the stock market, domestic a.nd 

foreign, w ich in ten years cost the A.~eric· investor nearly 25,000,000 -

wast t co:miu.nistic7 Was the Social Secu.riti s Act, per.haps conmu.nistic -



that act which sets out to grant the Americ~n worker insurance against periods 

of unemployment, old age pensions, insuran ce for protection of women d 

cnildren - is that communistic? ny England has had this tning for twenty 

years. England in 1933 spend 80 million pounds on unemployment insurance 

and 40 million pounds on old age pensions and England is held up as 

a mouel of conservatism to the .American oeople. No, my friends, it is not 

a true charge o col"!'l."!IU.llism. I make bold to say that if tne epublican 

Party had been in power during the last four years that most, if not all 

of these measures would have been enacted. Tne crisis would have forced it. 

Governor George Earle of Pennsylvania rece.tly made this 

signi1icant statement: 11 1 warn you t tour civilization is in danger 

if we heed the decentive cri~s of special privilege, if we nermit our 

men of great wealth to send us on a wild goose chase after so-called 

r 4dicals while t ey continue to plunuer tne people .... Je are told 

constantly of tne evils of Socialism and Co'!llIIWlism. Tne 1, bel is applied 

to every man, woman and cnild wno dares t~ s~ a word whicn does not nave 

the approval of Wall Street. 11 

There is another fictitious issue whieh was introduced -

ana ts1at is the Constitution of tne U ited States. I received, a few 

days a6o, an appeal from the Republican National Committee for a contribution 

to the campaign. This was sent broadcast to a great umber of people, I 

am sure. The contribution was asted so that it would be a gre~t demonstration 

to preserve constitutional government in the United States. At tne top 

of this ap ~eal was a line from Lincoln's Gettysburg address - Lincoln wno 

is troubled in his grave ev ry four years - 11 That this nation .. sna.11 not 

perish from t e arth". I am to make a contribution - just one dollar -



-8-

they don't ask for much moner - but my one dollar will see to it tnat this 

nation will not perish from the earth. 

Uow it is interesting that this appeal to the Constitution is 
out 

frequently made in natior1a l elections not only by Republicans/by Democrats 

as well. It &11 depends on tne party in uower, tnat is all. In 1904, 

following the years in office of Theodore Roosevelt, tne Democrats drafted 

a platform in which they said: 11 1fe f avor tne nomination and election of 

a president imbued witn the principles of tne Constitution, wno will set his 

!'ace sternly against executive usurpation of legislative and judicial 

functions, wnether that usurpation be veiled under the guise of executive 

construction of existing laws or whether it take refuge in the tyrant's plea 

of necessity or superior wisdom." This is what the Democrats said about 

tne Republicans. 

Now nobody is trying to destroy the Constitution of the United 

States in 1936. There have always been n1oose" constructionists and 

0 strict11 constructionists of the Constitution. There have always been 

advoca tes of Federalism and advocates of States Rights. It is an interesting 

thing to note t.nat historically, the Democratic Party represented the 

champions of States Rights and the Republicans represented the Federalists. 

In 1936 the positions are reversed. 

The Constitution is a great document - one of tne greatest documents 

of mankind - by the way, tne first written Constitution ever given to a 

great nation. And tne greatness is attested by the fact tnat it has survived 

so long and has so adequately served a growing people for more that one 

h'W'ldred and fifty years. It is not sacrosanct. It is not an untouchable 

document. It was never intended to be tnat. The Constitution was the 
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if 
outgrowth of struggle, coµipromise, and the men who framed it knew tha.~/it 

was to survive as a vital document tnat it must make provisions for the 

amendment of this Constitution. Within two years of adoption, there were 

twelve proposed amendments. Of these, ten were finally adopted and 

incorporated into the Constitution of the United Sta tes. 

In our own day we witnessed the 16th amendment - the income 

tax amendment; the 17th amendment - direct election of senators by the 

people of the United States; the 18th amendment, prohibition; the 19th 

amendment - women's suffrage; the 20th amendment - snifting the President's 

term of office :<"rorn Maren to January; the 21st amendment - the repeal of 

urohibition. It is a living organism. It grows, changes. The f act that 

a law passed by the Congress of the United States is declared unconstitutional 
the -,-

does not mean that these laws may not tomorrow or1next day become tne law 

of the land or an amendment to the Constitution. Tne Income Tax law was 

declared Wlconstitutional. The Income Tax Law is not a law of the land 

through an amendment to the Constitution. 

Likewise, all this talk about the Supreme Court of the United 

States is campaign stuff. The Supreme Court of tne United States is not 

a party possessed of unassailable and ineffable wisdom and legal objectivity 

and the decisions rendered by tne Supreme Court of the United Sta tes 

are not law handed down from Mt. Sinai. Many of the most important decisions 

of the Supreme Court were 5-4 decisi ons. It has often reversed itself. 

And it must also be remembered tnattne Constitution of tne United States does 

not expressly give tne Supreme Court the power of reviewing legislation. 

And it is well to remember tnat for seventy yea.rs followine; the adoption 

of the Constitution .the Supreme Court never declared one act of Congress 
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unconstitutional. Today is is becomi ng altogetner too commonplace and judges 

of the Supreme Court have conc.emned this tendency of cnecking legisla tion 

througn an intricate and tecnnical interpretation of the Constitution of tne 

United States. The Supreme Court wa s not intenned to run tne life of tne 

country. It is decidedly not t ne law-making body of tne United Sta tes. 

The Republicans in tne p st as well as the Demo,Jrats have a ttacked the 

Supreme Court of tne United Sta tes. Tne Supreme Court is not an issue 

int e compaign of 1936. Hor is extravagance. I am not impressed by it. 

It is only a charge maue by tne party out of power to the party in power. 

In 1896 the Repuolicans had tnis to sa~ about t i e Democrats -

tnat was following tne administration of Clevel d: "For tne 1irst time 

since tne Civil far the .American people have witne~sed tne cal amitous 

consequences offu.11 and wirestricted Democratic control of tne government. 

It has been a record of wiparal leled incapacity, disnonor, and disaster. 

In administra tive management it has ruthlessly sacrificed indispensable 

revenue, entailed an unceasing deficit, eked out ordinary expenses with 

borrowed money, piled up the public debt by $262,000,000 in time of peace, 

forced an adverse balance of trade, kept a perpetual meiace nanging over 

t e redemption fund , pawned Amer i can credit to alien syndicates and reversed 

all the measures and results of successful Republic rule. 11 

A few yPars later, in 1912, the Democrats had this to say about 

th Republicans: 11 e a.enounce tne profli6 a te waste of the money wrung f rom 

the people bJ oppressive taxation tnrough the l avish a-ppropriations 01· recent 

Republican Congresses, w icn ave kept taxes high and reduced the purciasing 

power of the people's toil. e demand a return to that simplicity and 

econonzy whicn be- its a Democra tic government ana. a reduct i on in the number 



-ll-

of useless 01 f ices, the salaries _rom wn · cn drain tne su.oatance of t~.e 

peonle. 11 - ... 

v~st, o_ course, ere tne moneys spent last year to fee a tne 

hungry. Tne nungry had to be fedJ Every possible aid had to oe given 

to the small farmer, tne big industrialists, the banker, to keep our 

national economy from collapsing altogetner. I suppose in tne process of 

a great emerge~cy wten so many new anu startli gly iew tnings had to be 

done, there mignt have been considerable waste. But no one particularly 

cried'waste!' when America poured $35,000,000,000 in a war in wnich ~e 

had no business to save a world wnicn did not wa t to oe saved. iny 

s ould there be indignation wn n billions of dollars are spent to feed 

our own people? A oalanced bud6et, of course, ·s necessary. o govern-

ment can go on incefinitely spending more money than is coming in. But 

you cannot balance a budget in depression times. o government has ever 

succeeded in doin6 that. Hoover, in the last two years of his administration 

couldn't oalance the budget. Budgets should oe ~alanced ad with the 

return of prosperity, can be balanced. 

Anotner fictitious issue in tne campaign is religion. The 

religious issue is the most despicable issue in tne campaign. - Governor 

Landon charged with being anti-Semitic. This is a lie. Noting in the 

record of tAe Governor shows tnat the Governor is anytning out a broad­

minded tolerant American. It is infamous to tie sucn a despicaule lie 

upon nim or upon the Republican Party. Unfortunately i!l tne neat of 

tne camoaign tnis sort of tning is resorted to. Tnere is now a representative 

committee in Cleveland wnic.h is on the lookout for fictitious issues in 

tl1e campaign to repudiate tnem. It is true tnat certain small groups of 
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anti-Semit .s would lLce to sPe him aefeated. Tnere are certain groups 

of anti-Semites everywnere wuo tnink taut tne Jews have been too prominent. 

Nevertheless, you. cannot hold Governor Landon nor the nole epuolican 

Party responsible for tnat any mor tnan President Roosevelt can be c rged 

with comnrunism because certain communists have said tnat tI ey would vote 

! Or nim. 

hat is the real issue in this campaign? Tne rPal issue, my 

friends is Progressivism Vs. Conserv tism. Both are legitimate points of 

view in democracy. Tnis dif1erence has cu athwart ,1t=-ricc.n nc,l i ti cal .,_ 

life from t.ne very beginning of our government and men in 1936 are grouping 

tnemselves on the basis of tneir preferences for onep:>litical philosop.ny 

or anotner. Tnat is wny certain democrats have left the Democr~tic Party 

and have gone over to tne Republican Party and certain Republicans nave 

left tne RPpubl±an Party and gone over to the emocratic Party. Tnere is 
going 

a blind groping/on in tnis coy.ntry today for real party alignment. 

Up until 1932, tne differe._ces between t e Repuolican Party 

and the D mocratic Party were hardly distinguisnable. But tne aepression 

and tne eed whicn it created for nositive and decisive action and the 

positive leadersnip of tne Pre Lide t of tne United States has brougnt about 

a sharper definition of political alignment and political platform. T ere 
distinctive 

will everge out of this ca.ID9aign two definitepolitical/groups in tne United 

States - one you might call tne Rignt Center and tne otner tne Left - Left 

Center - two legitimate groups. 

On one hanct you. will have tne party tat believes in going slow -

conservatism - anu giving business and industry the maximum of encouragement 
the which 

and tne freest reign so tn~t/benefits/accrue to business and industry may 
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trickle down to tne worrer ru d tne farmer; a party wnicn believes in a 

minimum of taxation spread over t11e widest area, a minimum of government 

control and regulation except in ueriods of criti cal depression. a 

minimum of social security legislation and a minimum of organizational 

power to labor; a party of tne Rig.ht - t.ae Rignt-Center. 

On tne other hand you have tne .:party wnich believes in a 

quicker tomorrow, of adjusting to a new world situa tion, a party which 

believes in moving more r apidly, in readjusting our national economy to 

new conditions, in direct eir orts to raise tne income c.nd tne standard of 

living of the workers • no. rarrners; a party wnicn oelieves in taxation 

levied upon those oest able to bear it; a party wnicn believes in as 

mucn government regulation and control as are necessary to protect the 

little fellow f'rom monopolistic exploitation; a party which believes in a 

maximum of social security legislat ·on and the orgmizational power of 

Labor. In other words, a party of the Left Center - tne square deal, the 

new freedom, tne issues of Jefferson's, Andrew Jae son's and Bryan's day -

an old American tradition. A;nu these a re tne same issues in tne era 

of }'ranklin D. Roosevelt. 

May I repeat again: People can differ honestly on tnese basic 

issues and if one chooses tnis or that, it does not mean tha.t by so doing 

he brands himself as a moral degenerate. And the wise and intelligent 

citizen will do well wnen he goes tote polls, November next, to choose 

his party and to vote for his candidate on tne basis of his preferel.lces, 

one p , litical pnilosopny or another, on tne oasis of tnese real issues 

whicn will ultimately devide our nation for generations and will avoid 

fictitious fraudulent issues wnich irresponsible propagandists ana. swindlers 
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11ave introuuced into this campaign. 

friends, America, after November 3 next, is going on just 

the same, I assure you. 
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The Ameriean Legion 
and Civil Liberty 

By W<Ilte,. Wilson 
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'I warn you that Olli" ci ilizatio11 is in danger 
if we heed tlze deceptive cri s of pecial prit i­
lege., if we permit our men of great w<>a/th to 
·end u on a wild goose cha,·e af l<>r so-called 
radicals while they continue to plunder tlw 
people . ... We are told c011. tantl ~ of the et ii. 
of ociali m mu/ Communism. The label is 
applied to ever man .. woman and child who 
dares to say a word which doe· not hm-e the 
approval of 1f/ all treel ... 

From Got· rrwr C,,or/!.e II. Earl . addr : to the 193;' 
P m, . •lva11ia Lerrion 011 ·e11tio11. 

A '.IERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIE U IO 
31 nion Square We t 

New York City 
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FOREWORD 

The under igned members or former members of the Ameri­
can Legion voicing our personal sentiments as defender of 
American civil liberties express our pposition to those activitie 
and pronouncements of Legion officials and Legion posts hich 
deny to others their rights under the law. 

We ha e long looked with considerable distrust upon those 
tendencie in the Legion which seek to uphold a false concept of 
Americanism which denies freedom of expression to certain so-
ailed subversi e or radical groups and ideas. o line can suc-

cessfully be drawn between one kind of language and another on 
public issues. Once any man or body of men set themsel es up 
as censors of what may be tolerated they assume a power which 
only public authorities may legally e er i e, 

This pamphlet calls attention to a long and unfortunate 
record of such misguided action and attitudes by American Legion 
officials and posts. It is in the interest of those more tolerant and 
pro ressive element within the Legion that we express the hope 
that this pamphlet will help to counteract what are essentially 
un-American attitudes t tally unw rthy f men ho f ught for 
democracy. 

Ernest Angell, 7 U' York 
Walter G. Bergman, Detroit 
R.olland Bradley, Te ~as 
R.obert M. Coates, Conn. 
Gardner Jackson, W a hington D. C. 
W.W. Norton, w York 
George D. Pratt, Jr., Conn. 
Samuel R.obbins, ei Yark 
Ke1tneth E. Walser, eu York 
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Second: The State Governments should be held secure in 

their reserved rights, and the General government sustained 
on its constitutional powers, and that the Union should be 
revered and watched over as the palladium of our liberties. 

The Republican party which appeared on the stage 
as a national party in 1856 resolved in its platform 
of 1860 that : 
the people justly view with alarm the reckless extravagance 
which pervades every department of the Federal government; 
that a return to rigid economy and accountability is indis• 
pensable to arrest the systematic plunder of the public treas• 
ury by favored partisans; while the recent startling develop• 
ments of frauds and corruptions at the Federal metropolis show 
that an entire change of administration is imperatively 
demanded. 

What strangely familiar words! Have some of the 
Republican "spell binders" of recent months been 
reading history? 

In 1861 the Republican party under Lincoln as­
sumed the responsibility of the great national emer­
gency of the Civil War. In the presidential campaign 
of 1864, waged in the mid t of the war, the Demo­
cra'tk party adopted a platform stating that it was 
the object of the party: 
to preserve the Federal Union and the rights of the state 
unimpaired, and they hereby declare that they consider that 
the administrative usurpation of extraordinary and dangerous 
powers not granted by the Constitution . . . . is calcu• 
lated to prevent a restoration of the Union and the perpetua• 
tion of a government deriving its just powers from the consent 
of the governed. 

In attempting to meet the emergency of the depres­
ion, the Democrats are now under similar criticism 

at the hands of the Republicans. 

LATER NINETEENTH CENTURr POLITICS 
In 1868, after the Republicans had been elected 

to power twice, the Democratic platform demanded 
"economy in the administration of government; re­
form of abuses in admini tration ; the abrogation 
of useles.5 offices; and the restoration of rightful au­
thority to, and the independence of the executive and 
judicial departments of the government." 

In this year, 1868, the Democratic party bitterly 
attacked the Republican party for taking away con­
stitutional powers from the president and exercising 
them through Congress. In 1936 the Republican~ 
savagely assail the Democrats for abdicating their 
powers as Representatives and Senators in favor of 
the chief executive. In other respects, too, the on-
laughts of the Democrats in 1868 and the attacks 

of the Republicans in 1936 appear to be first cousins. 
Let the Democratic platform of 1868 speak : 
In demanding these measures and reforms we arraign the 
Radical (Republican) party for its disregard of right, and the 
unparalleled oppression and tyranny which have marked its 
career . . . . Its corruption and extravagance have 
exceeded anything known in history, and by its frauds and 
monopolies it has nearly doubled the burden of the debt cre• 
ated by the war . . . . Under its assaults the pillars of 
the government are rocking on their base, and should it sue• 
ceed in November next and inaugurate its President, we will 
meet, as a subjected and conquered people, amid the ruins 
of liberty and the scattered fragments of the Constitution. 

The Republican party did succeed in November, 
1868, and the Constitution is still pretty much alive ! 

Other comments are in order in connection with 
the preceding paragraph. In 1868 it was the Repub­
lican party that was accused of extravagance and 
corruption. In 1868 the powers of Congress waxed, 
while the powers of the president waned. In 1936 
the powers of a Democratic president have waxed, 
while the powers of Congress have waned- so it is 
argued. In 1868 the Constitution was on the verge 
of being destroyed by a "Radical" Republican party ; 
in 1936 it is the "Radicar' Democratic party that 
is making a concerted drive upon our palladium of 
liberty. The death knell of the Constitution has been 
sounded so often in our history, few informed citi­
zens now take the matter seriously. 

In 1876 we find the Democratic party, out of of­
fice for over fifteen years, denouncing the Republi­
cans in familiar language. 
Reform is necessary to establish a sound currency, restore the 
public credit and maintain the national honor . . . . 
Reform is necessary in the sum and mold of Federal taxation, 
to the end that capital may be set free from distrust (has 
anyone heard this from Republicans in recent months?) and 
labor lightly burdened . . . . Reform is necessary in 
the scale of public expense, Federal, State and municipal. 

Resolved that this convention, representing the Democratic 
party of the states, do cordially indorse the action of the pres• 
ent House of Representatives in reducing and curtailing the 
expenses of the Federal government, in cutting down the 
enormous salaries, extravagant appropriations, and in abolish• 
ing useless offices and places not required by the public neces• 
sities, and we shall trust to the firmness of the Democratic 
members of the House that no committee of conference and 
no misrepresentation of the rules will be allowed to defeat 
these wholesome mea ures of economy demanded by the 
country. 

In 1880 th Democrats added to the demand 
stated in the preceding paragraph that of "opposi­
tion to centralization and to that dangerous spirit 
of encroachment which tends to consolidate the 
powers of all the departments in one, and thus to 
create whatever be the form of government, a real 
de potism." Thi is in line with the charges of the 
American Liberty League, the Republican party, and 
large corporations that we have a dictatorship in 
Washington. 

In the Democratic platform of 1884 appears a 
tatement that seems to be a part of the "thunder" 

of the Republicans in the present campaign. "We 
are oppo ed to all propo itions which upon any pre­
text would convert the General Government into a 
machine for collecting taxes to be distributed among 
the States, or the citizens thereof." Since March, 
1933, the Democratic party has been spending fed­
eral funds by the millions among the states and the 
"citizens thereof." What a change! 

The Democratic party elected a president in 1884, 
lost the election of 1888, but elected Cleveland pres• 
ident in 1892, together with a Democratic Coogress. 
The Republican platform of 1896 grandiloquently 
states: 

For the first time since the Civil War the American people 
have witnessed the calamitous consequences of full and un• 
restricted Democratic control of the government. It has been 
a record of unparalleled incapacity, dishonor, and disaster. 
In administrative management it has ruthlessly sacrificed in• 
dispensable revenue, entailed an unceasing deficit, eked out 
ordinary expenses with borrowed money, piled up the public 
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debt by $262,000,000 in time of peace, forced an adverse 
balance of trade, kept a perpetual menace hanging over the 
redemption fund, pawned American credit to alien syndicates 
and reversed 11 the measures and results of successful Re­
publican rule. In broad effect of its policy it has precipitated 
p«rdc, 1g ted industry and trade with prolonged depression, 
closed factories, reduced work and wages, halted enterprise 
and crippled American production, while stimulating foreign 
production for the American market. 

The reader may draw his own conclu ions. 

RECENT POLITICAL HISTORY 

By 1904- the country had experienced three years 
of the first Roosevelt. Remembering the charges 
hurled against Pre ident Franklin D. Roosevelt by 
the Republicans and others, it is informing to note 
that the Democrats in their platform of !2Q4 fling 
similar charges at the elder Roosevelt. Here they arc: 

We favor the nomination and election of a president imbued 
with the principles of the Constitution, who will et his face 
sternly against executive usurpation of legi~lative and judicial 
functions, whether that usurpation be veiled under the guise 
of executive construction of existing laws or whether it take 
refuge in the tyrant's plea of necessity or superior wisdom. 

The shoe on the other foot pinches ! 
The outpourings of the Republican in their plat­

form of Ulll..8 sound strangely similar to the charge 
they have'1:ieen hurling at the present Democratic ad­
ministration for some month past. Here are a few 
choice selections : 
Beyond all platform declarations there are fundamental dif­
ferences between the R epublican party and its chief oppo­
nent which make the one worthy and the other unworthy of 
public trust. 

. . The trend of Democracy is toward socialism, while 
the Republican party stands for wise and regulated individual­
ism. Socialism would destroy wealth, Republicanism would pre­
vent its abuse. Socialism would give to each an equal right 
to take; Republicanism would give to each an equal right to 
earn. Socialism would offer an equality of possession which 
would soon leave no one anything to possess; Republicanism 
would give equality of opportunity which would assure to 
each his share of a constantly increasing sum of possessions. 
In line with this tendency the Democratic party of today 
believes in Government ownership, while the Republican party 
believes in Government regulation. Ultimately Democracy 
would have the nation own the people, while Republicanism 
would have the people own the nation. 

So late as 1912 the Democrats 
denounce the profligate waste of the money wrung from the 
people by oppressive taxation through the lavish appropria­
tions of recent Republican Congresses, which have kept taxe 
high and reduced the purchasing power of the people's toil. 
We demand a return to that simplicity and economy which 
befits a Democratic government and a r duction in the num­
ber of useless offices, the salaries from which drain the sub­
stance of the people. 

Just now the Republicans are at the old game of 
trying to convince the American public that the 
Democrats are the enemies of the Con titution. Thus 
the platform adopted by the Cleveland convention in 
June states : 

The Powers of Congress have been usurped by the President. 
The integrity and authority of the Supreme Court have been 

flaunted. 
The Rights and liberties of American citizens have been 

violated. 
The New Deal administration constantly seeks to usurp the 

rights reserved to the States and the people. 

It has insisted on the passage of laws contrary to th Con­
stitution. 

It has been guilty of frightful wa te and Pxtravagan r , 
using public funds for partisan political purposes. 

Again, how often in the past has the party out 
of power appealed to the citizens of all parties to 
• tep in and ave the situation from the u urper ! 
The Republicans this year, running true to the form 
adopted by both major partie , aver that "thi cam­
paign cannot be waged on the traditional difT r­
ence between the Republican and Democratic 
parties. The re ponsibility of this election tran cend. 
all previou political div· ion . We invite all Amer­
ican , irr pective of party, to join us in defense of 
American institution ." 

Compare thi statement , ith a plank in the Demo­
cratic platform of 1868, adopted in the mid t of 
Reconstruction following the emergen y of the Civil 
Var. 

pon this platform the Democratic party appeals to every 
patriot, including all the Conservative element and all who 
desire to unite with us in the present great struggle for the 
liberties of the people; and that to all such, to whatever 
party they may have heretofore belonged, we xtend thf" 
right hand of fellowship, and hail all such cooperating with 
us as friends and brethren. 

THE EDUCATOR'S RESPONSIBILITY 

Educators of every rank, the country over, have 
a vital interest in thi whole matter. It is to them, 
more than any other group, that the. American peo­
ple must look for scientific analysis, calm judgment, 
and a steadying han in the midst of the calls of 
parties aricf ffie cries of pecial interests. Education 
must be the headlight in a period of seeming chao ; 
it must be the handmaiden of state manship, if we 
are to make progress in the years ahead. 

Regardless of who is victorious in the coming No­
vember election, the defeated party will appeal to 
the electorate in 1940 to save the Con titution from 
its wreckers, the party in power. But every informed 
citizen knows that some day the · wrecker will stand 
in the role of a saviour. In the meantime, orderly 
constitutional reform will go marching on. Deep 
sodal and economic problems in the life of the nation 
cannot be settled by technical interpretation based 
upon a narrow personal social philosophy. We have 
departed from the "Founding Fathers," and hence a 
Republican victory in November will not restore us 
to 1787. (Or even to 1929 ! ) 

A statement by John Morley in his life of Richard 
Cobden is pertinent and timely in the midst of the 
confused partisans and advocates that confront us 
at every turn. 

Great economic and social forces flow with a tidal sweep over 
communities that are only half conscious of that which, is 
befalling them. Wise statesmen are those who foresee what 
time is thus bringing and endeavor to shape institutions and 
to mold men's thought and purposes in accordance with the 
change that is silently surrounding them. 

What part will the educators of America play in the 
shaping of institutions and the molding of men's 
thought and purposes in the coming years? 

ROY MALCOLM 
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'All ·u·pport r · of G >\J rnor Landon :hou) l r aliz that w ar in a hard am1 a1°n. To 

a ·ume that th am1 aion i w n i il) . To -~ ume that it an 't h won i - owardl . It \\ il1 h • w >n. 
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educational unt of r p r mal in n ' ni n • . 

'W hall not he c nt nt with half-h art d a tion ati. fi d with a m r p liti al 

organizati n. for th tor to he told mu ·t l arri d into vc r • horn - into ry fa tor - into v ry 
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hall hold th la t lin of r pr entati rnm nt and pr rv th futur of m ri a.' 

- JOH D. 1. H. 11LTO 

Chairman. Republi an National Commitl .. 
(O\' ER) 



"1Jiat tliiJ nation .. Jlia/1 not pfl'tiJli l'tom tlifl fltI.'Ctli" 
-Lincoln's Gettysburg address, Nov. 19, 1863. 

The REP BLICA NATIONAL COMMITTEE a k y ur cooperation in makinu th campaian 
to ell one million PARTICIPATIO CERTIFICATES a great demon tration f the det rmination 
of our people to pre erve con titutional government in the nited State . 

- - -
Plea e end in One Dollar in the Po tpaid Order Envelope, giving u your name and addre 

in full. The PARTICIPATIO CERTIFICATE will be, mail d. to you by the REPUBLICA 
ATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

If you would like additional ORDER ENVELOPES to use among our friend ~ we hall be 
glad to end you a many as you wi h. 

Your a i tance in this important work will be deeply appreciated. 

REPUBLICA NATIO AL COMMITTEE 

{OVER) 
Box S, Chicago. 111. 



McDermott on Life 
We Stand Prosperi y? .. v1denc 

W Can't . Cyn • ci reed Return1 g. 
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