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BUILDI G ~ 'lf::. FOR OUR CttIL.:.,.:\E 

ff.ha Kinn Of Futu··e o Tne Cnil ren Of Tod~ , ace? 
Extent Can I Provide For Our Cnildren•s Futur e? 
Is ny Planning Po~sible? 

By 
Ra oi Aooa Hillel Silv r 

At 
The Temole 

On 
Sun ~.ornin6 , Octooer 25, 1936 



T'nere are many parents wno o~lieve tna.t tne future _· or their c11il ren 

is far less certc:1.in, far more unpromising tnan it nas been for tne c:.iluren 

of tne past gener""tions in this country. T11ey feel t!lc..'lt tn°re is great 

uncertainty an~ generally, a lessening of op~ortunity. Tney tniru< buck, 

and i tn1. ""~ing oac , tneJ do wn.,:. t all :pea le do - tney ia. 1 ize tne pc t -

a past of unlimited onnortunities, of ever ne frontiers to conquer, of 

untapped national resources. Tney tnir: oacK over tne past and see wnere 

in tne Olden Days a coula start out with very li tle and go very far 

and oecome ricn over nignt, as it w0 re. In tne p""st success was com ... 1onplace 
a 

o-rid/ C O"!lmOll eiteryday occurr~nce. 

:o tnings are dif 'erent . It is harder for oung people to 

establish themselves, to find a job. It is ~r t advancP. It is harder 

today to begin a business witn little capital. It is t e day of ]ig usi.ess 

and tL1e 1 i ttle fellow has a hard time of it. Profess ions are crowded. 

C01npeti tion is k en. Parents ar worried about tne future of tneir children. 

The interestin tni.g is tn~t duri g and fo l lowi 5 every depression 

in the p~st history of our c 

glumness and lack of buoyancy. 

try, rnen ere iv n t~ this mood of dejectio 

ing tne depressions of 1884, 1893, 1901, 

1907 - en you redd the records of those days you felt tat 11 t e 

unlimited opoortuni.ties int e United States o.d come tJ u.n e:id. 

Possessi g hind si 0 ht rs we do, w are ubl~ to look ba : on 

revious epochs and OJ comparison fin· them more tr- quil, secure and 

happier tnan ours. Butte o ople 10 actuully lived in those epocns, 

did not feel t • t w aoout it at all. To read th iron records, t ey 

ere asp rtu.rbed ard u.nhanpy • d worri d about their future as eople 

are tock.y. 
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', e are, for exc=-Jnple, ac \· ustom d t0 ttli ~ of t.c .. e Yictori Era 

as o e of extreme ordPrliness, of ea.sJ-goi:1. conserva tism, of intell c ual 

placidity, of confide.ce. But tne spokesr:ien of tnat a e, th men who 

actually lived d rin t ~t oeriod a d sp o~e for it - th artists, wri ers, 

poets - don 1 t a t al l give tnat impression of nat a 0 e. 

You , recall the great poet, e son, who b lon~ed tot t 

a 6e. I his 11 Loc·~sley Hall 11 hi hPrO y e; r s for some retreat deep in 

yonder snininb 'Jrie t - 11 where never comes the trader, neve _ floats an 

Europe fl ag. 11 There, methinks, 11 writes t_ 13 uo 0 t. 11 w uld o e enj ym n t more t1 n 

in this march of mind - i 1 t F steai. snip, in t ne railway, in the tnoughts t at 

snake mankL d. 11 lthouc71 seeKi. • ~n es ape fr m ni age wnic. t ) iCT is 

one of confusion, .narness, the p •:>et, of cour e, do s ot m e his n°ro 

per nently yield up in the m0od f escape. Her uses is n ro ir e ocu-1 

19tn century 11 For 

But the mood of escape is there and the umapoi ess ..... d uncerta inty wnich 

gives ri e to sucn a mood is thP-re. 

athew Arnold, anotner Victorian, in his 11 .)cnolar-Gypsy11 , liens 
the 

life in is own age withTcal ,peac ful age of tnis scnol psy livlng 

two rnm red years be ore and he ap stropnis s tne fortun1.ie man born in ol en 

times: 

11 0 born in days wnen wits "fvere fresh d cle r, 
And life ran gaily as tne sp r~li:1.g names. 
Before this stra ~e disease of modern life, 
fitn its sick hurry, its divided cims, 
Its heads o•ertaxed, its palsi d hParts, was rife -

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
11 O 1 if e 1 i e to ours 1 

ho fluctuate idly without term or scope, 
Of whom eacn striv s, nor Allows for .~t ne strives, 
And ac ralf li s hunc: red a.iffere1t liv s; 
no ait liKP thee, but ot, likP. tnee, in 1 ope. 
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He f~und no nope, tis uoet a spo~esma of tne Vict~rian ue . 

nd so it is itn every ace• Only dicta.nee gives us perspective. 

Those who live too cl1se to an age s i.,e only a little blurred rea of it. 

So, I believe, it is with our age. nere is no warrant t o be pessi~istic 

about tne fu ure oft.re c.nildren of these United States. Our n:tion just 

g8ve evidence of a.~azin6 recuperative power, emerging from o e of the most 

disastrous depressions known in ur history. Our com try is vast and 

tninly settled. Our resources are untold am: well "i6 unlimited. Our 

soil is rich. 1,e are eco omically dependent upon I!O otner natio . Our 

people is i _,=.ustrious, hard-wor£d.:ig, i ve tive a.-rid fu.11 o ., enterprise. 

Our i1stitutions are free and our scnools are e gerly 

at work trai~in the rising generation. 

d i t e 11 i , . tly 

ere is o r Pason to tni that our c. ildre are anything 

but suprer~ely privileged to liv in the kind of a country i w icn the 

live. Th re are ·oroblems of course - un eds of problems, difficult 

problems of all kinds, economic, politic~l and social, but tn re are no • 

problems so difficult, so enormous that a free i.tell igent people like 

ours cannot solve with at l east a fair de ee of accuracy. 

It ill not b • s easy t o get rich quic int P days to come as 

int e u, s gone by. But the peJple don t have to become ric quicK. 

Th re will probably not be as many millionaires in the future. But tnen 

men d~n•t hav t~ be millionaires to be men and be napp. Tn business of 

1 ife is not to g t ricn nor is it t e function of co trJ to help people 

get rich. Opportunity must follow tne be1 t of onP 1 S i. terest, o e's 

a.bilit d thP chance to arn a fairly dPce t living for oneself ado e's 

family i thout a shadow o' unm rited want - th'"'t is wnat p pl t. 



-4-

And if these onoortuni ties a1 d tnPse c11n.nces of wnich I sne 

to whic.il.. neople are entitled, com.:. wrapped U!) itn hard ork and struggle, 

w· • , so muc· the better. The grandpa.rents of t· e Children of t is generation 

did not lave an easy timP of it. If tneir 6 andc~il~ren tod~J do not have 

an easy time of it, so much better for the C) tr. 

In building, tnerefore, t. e future of our cr il ::.ren, it V/,)Uld 

be well to bear in mind that wnile tnere will be opuortunities for work 

and advance~e t, tnese opportunitiPS will come, in th future, onl to 

t ose wno are iillin6 to pa the price for it in n~rd ork, i.dustry, 

persevPra ce, sacrifice - t!le old, ho~ely red-flannel virtues, tnose 

virtues w. icn Qeneration of golf-clubbing, ni ht-clubbing flaming 

v~uth for5ot and is now p~infully rediscoveri g. 

Parents will, therefore, best serve t e future oft eir c il:iren 

by be 6 il! i g to train them early in life i:i the discipline of nurd worLC -

not to snield tnem against tne exactions of nard woric, ot to over­

indulge them an ' pamper tnem, but to train tnem for a c· eer of inten~e 

dillig~r t laoor. You c 1 t buila. for the future of t.aese crlild.ren by 

saving up money f0r t .em, by 1°,,vin tnem a large le acy. You an•t 

build for the future of your cnildren by gifts, only by guida ce d 
a 

counsel and instruction and example whic11 isl fc..r more difficult tning 

to do. 11 T e o l· true gift 11 , saidEmerso. 11 is a portion of thyself." 

You c· 1 t insure t O future by layin~ aside money for tnem. oney 

evapor~tes. Estates vanish. , e nave seen it itn our own eyes in the 

last few years. Cnildre ni) d pend OJ sue tnings come to find 

th~mselves ~etrayed wnen misfort overt~es tnem. 
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"I find otning s0 dear as w tis iven me", said a wise 

philosopher. I find that these lPgacies, thi s wealth set ~sine for cniluren 

nave L. tendency to uncPrmine tneir cn~racter, to. et P~ i differeit 

to wor.t<: -- n r1 caeers a.nd t0 sturt tHem off eu.rly in lire t~ be little 

p ;...i.rasi tes. 

Childre1 are not particularly r~teful for tnose tings eit er. 

11 0ne can never quite for6 ive ;;,_ giver." A friend of mine is i t e oit 

of saying: 11 ! d,1n 1 t know why t at man hates e so mucn. I ever did 

! im y favors I never lent im any mo .. 1ey. 11 

·,Vhatever financial ssistance a parent c·1n render or 5 ive to 

is chil ren he sn )uld give ~lll'ing t e y ars of is early life when the 

you.. g . , n is struggling 1imself, not postn ou 1 . tever assist· ce 

pa.rents give should be 0 iven to enable his child to marry early in. li e 

and build· home, to 6ain a footi g i · tneir chosen busiress or profe£si n. 

Parents rPally leavP notning to c il ;rBn a deat , ot ing but memories. 

At death ou h~ve either given to your cnildren of cow sel, inspiration, 

or y u can no longer give tnem anytning. 

I snoke a moment a 0 0 of trai in~ ur c1 ildren :or • rn work. 

That is ot enougn. Hard w~rK is not enouga. Y0u mu t eive t1 em sometning 

more. You mu.st give them tne ideal of true orkmansnip. You mu.st 

inculcate in them the reverence for honest crafts ship, tnor~~ ness ad 

nonesty in 1- natever tney do or pla to doJ o one n~s ever been nny wno 

has not had respect for his ow1 andiwork, for tne value a.nd dignity of is 

lite I s ork. Yo can ark hard. You c·P work yourself to the bone. You 

C eep usy fro, Parly morni to late at ni • t. But if t you engae;e 
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in is ignoble, anti-social or carried tnrougn ith ruthlessness, itn the 

exploitc .. tion of otners, tnen y ,)ur :tuture holds for you notning but tr·~ dy. 

Such a life bri 6 s wi tn it no reward. It is not enougn to wor ~ hard. e 

must have a icteal. ffhatever it is you are doing - artisan, professional 

man, a mercnant - whatever it is ou are doiig, tnere must e in it c ideal 

of onest craftsmans1 ip if life is to have ~eaning. 

Tnere is a story told by one of tne Rabuis to his disciples - the 

story of a ing wno built a palace anu wisnes to decorate nis oanquet hall. 

He su"!'lffioned two artists an sett em to t.ne task of decora ting the walls of 

th oanqu t hall. He designated one great wall forte one artist t o paint 

and anotner to tne other. He then drew~ curtain separating tne two alls. 

He gave t e tists on ypar i. w ic~ t ~ cor:1pl pte t Pir ork. The one artist, 

.fai th ul to his art ana conscientious, set out di igently, o e tly, tnrou6n 

t . e days, wee.Ks cud rn01 tns of tn year pain ti 6 v i tn all the fervor and inspir­

ation tn~t w re in nim. Tne otner artist vas i olffere t to nis worK, i dolent 

and inle. He dallied and ne let tne wees ard months go by. nen the end .Jf 

the ye cam around, he nn.d not11ing to show -t or nis laoor wnicn was assi ed 

to him. He tnerefore p~lisned tne surface of nis wall wi tn a mirror-like 

substance so tnat it woul d. reflect all tie pai ting on tne otner wa.11. W"nen 

the day arrived : or tne ~i O to vie the decorations, ne went first into the 

onf'! sectio of tne nall ano saw tne Vlor of' tne artist no d or.iCed nard 

and saw tt • t it ~ as a marvel oi beauty and t randeur. Tnen 11e dre tn curtain 

and immediately all tne work of t11 is artist was re rlected i tne mirror on the 

otner wall. Tne re!lection l o ked just as beautiful anu perfect as tn ori 0 inal. 

But tn in 0 as a wis king 3nd knew wnat d haun ned. He tooiC a taole and 

placed gold anu urecious j wels in it ann 0 ave it to the artist o nad la ored 

f rventl ana.. conscientiously. Tne taole itn tne gola. and jewels in it 
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o cJurse was r e lected i. tne mirror- lik -11 . Te~ i. said to tnis second 

artist, 11 Your re ard is :xactly li.Ke our .orz:. 11 

d wnen e build for tne future o our c .. ildre , let us nPlp 

t. em throu0 n tne early :or tive years o· tn ir lives into habits or onPst 

craftsmans. ip, J: • itnful consecr ted labor for w.natever careers ~or wnicn 

t ey are preparing thems lves. Lt us also build -or t e future of our 
• 

cnildren y r :..:. ining tnem so as not to be over-ambitious for un ortny 

tnings, not to pin their.tnpes for tne future too much upon unwort 

succ ss. no .~ows what success is? 

I recently read a bo!lk called he :Brotners _ s ·:ee . ...t;..~i ·,r.:. t en 

by I. J. Sin- r, a VPr;,, ift d Yida.isn ~•riter 11 se book is no translated 

into English. T1 e nero of tnis book is one a.?Iled J shkenazi wno as 

pathologically amoitious. His wnol ~ oei 5 as co sumeu by ambition. 

His consumi O ambition as to become kL.5 0 t entire eavil.lg i aus ry 

the ntire t xtile industry oi Lodz, Poland ano he ent tnrou lie like 

an invaaer, liKe a conque~or and n rose to power ovpr tne bodies cf 

11is fatner, his ~rotner, i. s wife, his c1liL1ren, his .criends and his 

employees. He e of no oth0 r oal or love i. lie. He e. of no 

otner joy and satislac:i n out nos e~sin _ and ne died a oro e , de eated , 

deserted old man w1 o li~e Joo of olt, cursed t .. a· he was born. 

The father of tn se orothPrs s ce zi was a pious Je ad long 

be ore his c1 ildr n Pre born, tne f~tner went to a r obi ~nd ~sz:ed 

ror ~ ble~ 1n a tne nious ra. bi said to him. 11 J snKenazi, ~ u ill 

nave a. i=>nerati n of rich men. 11 d tne f a t.er as terrified. 11 But 

Ra bi, gen rc~tion of God-fearing Je s. 11 Th~t is ,11 tn Ra ·oi 

said. hPre w s no more. a s ... ehazi had· g neration o_ ricn men 



but notnin more. 

Amb • tion, my ::::·riends, must be early tempered. ii 'JUr c ilure1 by a 

sense 01 social mindednest:. Tn . n.2.me w.1i0h we r.ru.st old up or our c ildren 

as a creed for tr1eir future untrol y ars should be not care rism, not self­

s~eking, _ot succes s at any cost but tne co.menoable ambition in future days 

to come should be to win tne respect and love of fellow men by n0noraole ork, 

s -lf-improve~ent, by good taste, good manners, go~d jud0 1 ent, by j yous and 

eager cooperatio i the gre~t cosmic experience w icn e call social living. 

That is tne ere d to hold up be!ore our youtn. 

entleness of spirit is far more imoortant as an elem~n t of 

happiness tnan intensity O! ambition. 

tn· t did t e fatn r 04 tn~ Ashk nazi ro ners ean wnen he prayed 

tor nis c1 il · ren to oe G0 -f-arip,g Jes~ ~h m~ unt that he woula like to 

nave cnildren in whose flPar ts tnPre Jould oe room ~or more tn.an tne oruin ry 
of 

concerns of co!!lnonplace life - for somethi g 01 tne p· tnos /l ife, for tne 

grace of self-r nouncement, tne eauty o sel! -sacrifice ~hie w0ulu make 

t em greAt ana strong in humility anct indness. 

nenever you ee a person wno ·s tn tin nis life, you mow it 

at once. You o t.nat trey seem to nave come tnrour some great i.ner 

experience in lie. Tney look as tnougn tuere was a glow in tne cup of 

t1eir ne· rt. Tney raaiate a spiritu 1 stateliness. Tney seem to dwell 

in com·mmion ith sc1.ints. 

Parents w ula. besto f,var on tneir c1 ildren ir t e ouJ.u prepare 

tnem b.rly in life ~·or wl t I would call for t of a better ord, 

"In ci,rdness 11 , so t , t tne" oul have iI er -o ise, stronc;:; co f iu nee, almness 

later on inli -e, so that tney will be aole to enuure tne ouffeting nicn is 



li ely to come to num 

riend.s, it ~s in t11e field 01 cnaracter building tn: t parents 

can be most practical and a.efini tely help tneir cnilarPn. ou cn.n' t carve 

t ing out or' rotten ood. a. y u c ..... n• t • ve cien out of noor :urn, n 

material . Yu have r.Otto £Pe tha t tne numan material from wnic1 you plan 

t.o builn a. future snall be good na.terial . You can O.') tna t b~v training tnem, 

oy precept, by example, into .nolesome na uits of work, i to revere c 1or 

• honest workr.lansnin, in to sniritu.al sensitiveness ::.nd social mindedness . ... -
You may tnen leave tne rest o:r tne wori'C of b ildi 5 to y ur cnil ren. 

Tney will not disappoi.t or disnonor you. 

Do ot try t o blue-print our cnil 1 s fu ture . A parent s1oul u not 

try to a.isposP of nis CL.Lila.Is futur . He snou.lu 0 1 ve cope a-ri d freedom to 

tne child. He snould 1 t ni CHild be nis o architect of' 1 is r'uture • s far 

as ne c,o. :But i we lay tne u ll foundation, Jur ci il en will nevF>r 

disap oi t or d! s.c1onor us . 

n· t is it y wan from y0ur cnil r:i ren? Hau:- iness. h , .. t is it 

we all want for ourselves? Ha u i. ess in life. Sages ana. pnilosoph~rs 

since t e b inning time h a.Ve fought to teacn us tne wa·· wnic leads to this 

happiness . Aristotle, Fla to, Epicurus - all of t em - all tne reat st 

tnilliCers since tne beginning ! ti~e v so nt a Ya. to numan hapniness . 

There is no royll,l ay to 1 uman l :ou i ess . tis quit ui ·t icult to map 

a It is impossiole to 0 iv direction tJ tn t goal or happ i ss . 

One ting is certain - tn~t without 1onor· ol or.1-, , i tnout a heart 

full o .. goo ess, o reverence, of .numility, 'ou cannot find a a to ppiness. 

he£e are not aostractions o nich I am spe ing. Tnis is tie accumul ·-ted 

wisct m of ind. 
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It is not ·ealtn wnic1 will insure n&n , iness to ,. our chil ·re , nor 

position, nor power. It is whc t :rou help tne~ to oe in tneir nearts and in 

their minds, tne equipment wnicn you give tnem, spiritual and intel lectual, 

tne attituues wnicn you give tnem. 

So, wne we set about building a future for our cnildren, l et us 

tnen not so mucn sne8.A in terms of mat - ri a l success. Let us tni!ll.{. in terms 

of tne fundamental, ti1e basis upon wnicn t.11ey will in l a ter y eus set about 

buildinb edi f ices o:r ti;.eir 1 i ves, in terms of qual i ti f' s of mina. and soul, in 

t enns of revPrence a.nd humility. 
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"There, metninks, would be enjoyment more tnan in tnis marcn of mind -

In the steamship, in tne railway, in the tnougnts tnat shake marucind" 

Does not permanently yield to this mood of escape. 

He rouses himself -
°Forward, forward let us rangeJ .. 

:Setter 50 ~ ~~ 

But the mood 

He apostrophises the f ortunate man born in olden times; 
11 0 born in days wnen wits were fresn and clear, 
And life ran gaily as the sparkling Thames. 
:Before this strange disease of modern life, 
With its sick hurry, its divided aims, 
Its heads o1ertaxed, its palsied nearts, was rje -

. . . . . . 

0 Life unliketo ours! 
Who fluctuate idly without term or scope, 
Of wnom eacn strives, nor Allows f or wnat he strives, 
And each half lives a hundred different lives; 
Wno wait lLce thee, but not. liKe thee, in hope. 
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