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Mother of e~iles; from her becon hand 
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes 

command 
The air-bridged harbor tr~t twin cities frame, 

"Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp, 11 crie, she 
•-ith silent lips, 0 Give me your tired, :, Jur poor, 
l our huddled masses yearninf to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of j JUr teeming shore, 
bend these, t he homeless, tempest-test to me . 
I lift my lamp beside t . e golden doort" 

Nov.: that vras the v-~.sion of America . Th, t was the vision which 

inspired Man:. Antin 1 s "Promised Land", lsrael Zanwill' s "Mel ting .'ot 11 -

I believe that was the Ame:-ica . As the years passed , hov,ever, Ame ica 

has become much less generous, much less tole r- nt. The spirit of 

:&enophobia, of fear is displayed and the stranger , the immi~rant has 

been invading our lifes. Y :-u may recall that ~· oon after the Vior ld Viar 

set in huncred of undesirable aliens came to our shores &nd a deporction 

of them set in . uoon after the World \·1ar, a clamor arose for a quota 

on immigrants, on immigrant restrict~on, not b&sed on worth, or ·wealth , 
an 

or even ?Ossessions but on racial antecedents . This w~sTutterly 

new and foreign principle which was introduced into American life . 

Twenty to thirty :,-ears ago , we stressed the immigrant motif in our 

own national celebrations. ~.e were proud to think of America as a 

home, a haven to immicrants. Toda:,, tha t motif is torn doV:n though 

there are fourteen to fifteen million foreign born here and t~ice 

to three times that number of chilciren of foreign born 
Old 

Contact with the "World durin the 'or lei War has infected 

us with old world ideas which have proved so ro1ific in the Old 

~-world . Racialism, Gleichschaltung - these are t~, piccil old •!Orld 

obsessions. They have come to dwell in certain circles in our 

own land. 

Now an occasion such as this one which we wi tnessed 
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t his week - the celebrr tion o the 50th anniversar) of t he unveiling 

of the ~t~tue Oi ~iberty - ought to bring home to t he Anerican 

people t h&t it is not too late to reca ture t he vi s i on of American 

destiny . Perhaps it is not t oo late and it mr be t oo l ate, 

befo::-e ver.., l ong , t 0 str ess and t a .. e part s.nd o reel of our collective 

life hose self-evident truths which wer e o~ t l-ie ver : heart of 

American life until very recentl~ . 

Tha t book in the left hand of t hat heroic figure 

s mbolizes l iberty and the date co_.memorates the i n.mortal doctrine 

v,•r i tten i n this l and and given as a legac) of t 1·1e hole v·orld -

the Declaration of Independence - and in t h· t Decl~ration of 

Independence certain principles :e~ e enuncihted , hich h ve acted 

as a beacon light clear do to the ~re c::ent ay . Its ~rinciples 

are i mple . The are not ambigu0us . They are d~rnamite in the 

moder n orld . "Al l men are cres ted e- ual" , · s one of t he nl a ttitudec- . 

-OU :moi:t that e have repeated thi s ever s ~nee our s chool da s - one of 

those ~1 l atti tudes wl1 ich he1.s suddenl become a focus of t :1e b; t terest 

controversJ in t ne modern orld . In a sense t hat i s a religious 

idea - t his idea t ~t "All 11 en are created equal . " I t derives 

f r om a basi c conviction that ever - man is cr eated in t he image 

of God - therefore every man par t akes oft e glories nd the gr ce 

,hich belong to God . 

All men are equal not in their endov.-ments - ph sicL-1 ::>r ~ental ut -11 

men are equal as f ar s their ba ic rights a e concerned - to life , 

libert and the 0ursuit of hap. ine. s . In the sight of God, t herefore , 

ther must be r.o speciQl rivileges for an one in a just government 

set up by the ;eople of Goa. . 

It ~s like a harp . A harp has ~an strings . Some of the 
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stringe a . .--e longer than others . Lach s t rin.: J~ds 1J V,'11 

sound . 'l'he little stri g is just ... s import:..nt in t ' e melod"' as is 

t he long s t ring. 

All men a e eo ·.1.al. That means race e uality . Th~re ere 

no -uperior races. Ther e are n r inf rior rn.ces. There re 

backv.ard races. Th re are for 1;ard races . The ~e are no inferior 

races. o race eJ.ists r or the sc: '·e o... . llo i r.r enother rhce to 

exploit it . 

.It i s well :")r .is t o recc..ll ,.b.at Am·Tic·. s~ands er . 

All ~en are endo~ed by the ere tor ~ith certain in~1·enable rights 

to life, li ert: an0 t 1e ,ursuit o_ haJpiness . The 0 resident 

of t he rJni ted ~t(., tes, not so long go said : '' ... 1 bertJ de ..,ends not 

so much on gov r . ent but t he libert3 .hich i~ derived , reEted 

frora hat governrnen t. The evolution tr ""- ted from t ho t VPr ' id ee -

t1't t he state hasr b olute~: no ?O er o: curta Ll ient o_ r~ghts 

hich belong to rr.an because man is what he is not because he is 

a r.;emter of ~olitical societJ. Th~re are certain arqas in the 

government reserved for the ~eople \ihich the state dare not 

tres?ass on. 'ihe~ kne, its danger!: end the 1 therefore established 

a Bi_l o Rights to rotect t ~e individual a ain t the nvasion 

of bea.ur aucr:.. tic state a ainst ·.nd"' vidual rights. - Freedom of 

speech, freedom of criticism - that i~ r hat freedom of s ~cech 

r11 ean , freedo of as~ embl) , freedom of press , the right to 

criticise public officials ·;nich : ou ht. ve elected. 

Today in every country of the world these ~riveleges are being 

scra .. ped. ,, n ever~ here to~aj hasn't the right to 

criticize his government or to uestion its motives. Toda 

an is being driven into te r rified submergence to his tate. 
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rle has been re-enslaved b a state which has completelJ mobilized 

everj department . Now t~e genius of America is t he complete 

antithesis of such totalltarianis . 1 e f ought t:~t battle more 

than one hundred and fifty Je -rs ego and 1 ... ill h' ve to ight it 

out qgain, I am afraid . 

But it is t ell to remember what America v.as v hen . e olan what 

the future America shall be . lhe purpose of government )OU~ ad 

further , is to ma:~e such rights secure . Government exists in order 

t o enable an in~ividuol to pursue his rights to libertJ and 

happiness . Covernment does not ei ist for itself . Citizens do 

not exist to serve the state . The state exists to make life 

secure for the citizen . Toda efforts re being made to idealize 

the state , t · set up t1e state as an idol - the state is something 

m}stic , somet~ing sacrosanct . The individual muf't prostrate himself 

before the high officials of state . Tne st~te is merel~ the 

mac _in°r 7·hich free _.?eople set up in order to do somet11in6 for 

them , to insure law and order . Ther e is nothin~ heroic and nothing 

hol · about a s t<-~te or about a government . And therefore the., said 

in t 1 t same Declaration of Independence ';;henever any for::n of 

government beco~es destructive of these i eals , t . e ~eo?le h ve 

a right to alter or to abol·sh it and t inctitute a ne, govern-

I hec:.r a good r] eal toda., abo t r t:i.di calism as being 

un- merican and Isa to ~rself people • ho ma· .. e th ... t st~.tement 

don ' t iCno -: the spirit of n.merica . Eadicalism .. raay be "rong . 

Ideas ~a be 7rong . Change i t1e ver. heart of Americanis .. :an 
existing 

has a right - to alter or to bolish the orm of gover .ent/iihen 
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he decides thLt th't form o 6 overnment no longer contri utes to 

the li:e and hap·Jineas of his )eople . It doesn 1 t ,·a" h t it is either 
or 

a ;iselJractical thing to do . The constitution Jrovides .,a- s o 
• I,, 

oi 
alt~ring th. ·' government but it never deJrives • an in ividu'l,~is 

'.':a of t inking . Tha. t i.s the Hfil"Tica of 'as "ington, Jefferson, 

ran~lin, Adams , the ~e thPrs o · t~e merican ~evol ution - ertainly 

not the .nmPric o t he sons arid daughters oP the A. eri.can Revolution . 

B tit i5 the e~l nmerica to those ~ho iade it . And Im in: in 
is 

th .t if ~merica to maint, in ·h:: t it ~s, thec::e m c-t re:1ain the 

hall 11 , r '{s of true h . e i ca , the eal aimf . 11 Eual i.g: of ... en" is h .... rd 

thing to ' elieve in but it is a grec::.t n noble t ·1inz to aspire to . 

America retlizes th t t~e e ere dif --ences be~~een 

□en and just because th . e are differences tries to find a rum n 

denominator , to find that one basic ;oi.nt of diffe ence . The true 

~merican is tolerant erson . e !mows that this countr. c.o.S bl.lilt 

b 1 the seat of t~e bro; and the soul of ne· rl ever: race upon 

the face of this earth. Chil ·ret. fro, .. all corners of the earth came 

here and it as the ;ho built or highwa s und erected our 

b•.1ild ingc- a!:'ld :mr ci ti,-s , nd brought forth v·eal th fr:im our mines . 

Ghil :en of all r~ces built this countr - not one race but all r·ces 

and t his countr belon~s to all ~ho built it . 

At the tine , 1en this i1::unortal doctr:.ne ·,as :ritten, merica 

cs )Ol glot of races and of religions. One hun~red ~ ~ fift~ 

e· rs ~go, America alre· d: had represent·· ti ves o al!Ilo t every 

rel:g:.ous denomin· tion in the ·orld. T' e e .ere J e •.ti, Chri tians , 

. ethodists , Luthar ns, etc. e began as a com,:->oeite . e con inue 
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.. ➔ s a composite .~eoJ?le. The real America continues to re ent all 

forns of racial arrogance so much of ~·:1ich is outc ·op.)ing in 

our day. 

"Tho1 Union ~olding all, f~sing, absorbin~, toler tin~ ~11, 

Thee, ever thee, I sing". Th-..t as h'alt ~:hit r.l..n 1 s definition of 

America and the true American tods is still jealous of his life, 

jelouos of hi~ prerogatives and ?rivileges and resents too m ch 

gov~rnment interfer'nce, too much government control. The true 

A~erican continues to regard the dangers of frPe enter)rise 1 s 

a right. The _t>ioneering s9irit is still a moving, ;Jropel ling 

spi~it within him, th t same spirit thich brought his ancestors 

here and which enabled them to ex and nd settle a vast continent. 

The true Arne:-ican tocta " insists upon reserving for hLrrself the right 

to c riticize his government, the right to dissent, the right of 

free s:Jeech, the right to spea:c his mind, the right of others to 

s~ea theirs similar- . The true hmerican toda , liKe his fath r a 

centur 1 ~nd a half ago believes in change, radical ex1erimentation . 

He is not a doctrinnaire . He believes in 'llaking all necessary 

adjust.nents . He ··:ants more freedom for himself and his child. en . 

He ·ants more economic freedom . He doesn't want the ?rivi ~eges 

restricted to the hands of a few. 

These are to my , ind still the hallmar1cs o real A ericanism 

not a stodgJ conservatism - a broad dream, love of adventure, of 

free living and of great o:J"ortunity in the ·rnrld . ThJt is the 

true meric n spirit . And as long as the free valiant spirit 

remains, so long will America remain ···hat t __ i:, t St tue nf rJi ert r 

says it is - a land of libPrt in 1~. 
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-.e of our generation, unlike the men of those di~ t ant '5. :rs, 

obtain .:1d our libert , erhaps to cheaplL . "' e didn't have to 

sacrifice for them as the~; did then - seven blood:>, ·e rs of i:rar , 

privc:..ti.on . Th.::.. t is wh r so man· speak so glibl abo ta possibility 

of dictators~ip in t 1~s countr~. Th~t is ;h so ~an~ o us are 

indi.::ferent to the ~· enacin-=> threats in Ame --ican life • ich tend to 

undermine the temples u.on 1hich merican democrac~ rests . Lt ernal 

vigilance : s t 11e _;)rice of liberty - this v1as said b one o.c- the 

revolutionar leaders. It still remains a. tr.ie eternal vigilance 

::>£..rti •- larl:, in 19Z6 . 

~h ~ is it tha t the Fa cists and Nazis ~nd Coilill nist s in 

their countries ~aJ s o much attention to inculcating t he rising 

generation ri t'1 the principles of their philo ophy? in) the 

take them from the v r cradle in Ital, Ger any and Ruccia and 

indoctrinate them da after da vith their _)rinciples of adness . 

*'e , in this countr ·, hov, much time and tho ght do v1 e 

s,end inculcating these 1er~ccn ideals of inalienable rights , 

of equality of man, of brotherhood and tole ance r nd good '7.ill 

in the rising generation of t1me ica? 7:e have taken thec::e ttx 

things for granted, v-e have accepted them . 7hile e t .. ke th ... t 

attitude of indi ference, of quiet p ssivit , acceptance 

grave t~oughts ~ass over the minds of the Americ, n rising 

generation great forces are being brought to them to sha e their 

vast faith . 

I think that America r.ill soon awa[e to the nece~sity 

o_ impend·ng its soul again ta recrudescence of that x foro of 

hu."nan ens~lve~ent for ~Aich the founders f ~ught andvrested a centur 

and a half a.go. 
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There are t~ree gre t democ_acies left in t~e orld, the 

grcctest oft' ese is the Jnited t ates and erha~s the lat great 

ar for these orinciJles will be fought out on our o ·n s~o es . 
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THE NEW COLOSSUS 

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from 

land to land, 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset 

gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose lame 
Is the imprisoned lightening, 

and her name 
Mother of exiles; from her beacon hand 
Glows world-wide welcome; mr mild eyes 

command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame, 

"Keep ancient lands, your storied .. omp," cries she 
With silent lips, "Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore, 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me. 
I lift my lamp beside t he golden doort" 

"It is time enough for the rightful purposes of civil 
government, for its officers to interfere when . rinciples 
break out into overt acts against peace and good order -
1785 statute of Virginja for Religious Freedom. 

"Thou Union holding all, fusing, absorbing, tolerating all, 
Thee, ever thee, I sing." 

Walt ~~hi tman 



THE CLEVELAND COMMUNITY FUND 

Cordially Invites You to the 

Official Opening of the 1936 
National Mobilization For Huma11 Needs 

Masonic Auditorium 3615 Euclid Avenue 

Friday, November 6, 8:15 p. m. 

r 
Gera rd - wope l\frs. I larper Sib! y Rabhi A. 11. Sih r 

le\· land i. honor cl a th , it of the offi ial opening of th ' 1936 
:\Iobilization, ,Yhich annually pr >mot : contributors' inter ·st in many 

local Community Fund campc io-n occurring a 'h Fall. 

PROGRAM FEATURES 

THE I GER ' LtTB of 'LE\'EL:\ ~D BORI -1OLDOV ' KY, Conclu tor. 
Fir t appearance under it.' n " . leader. 

R .. BBI . BB~.\ HILLEL IL \'FR, Thn T 0 mp! . 

IR . HARPER I BLEY of \Ya, hington, D. 
hairman of the ational \Yorn n' , Committe for th' 1936 

1Iobilization for Human ~ e d . 

MR. GERARD \VOPE of~ w York City. 
hairman of the ational itizen, Committ e for th :\Iohilization, 

Pr id nt of the eneral El tric ompany. 

0:\ T-TO- OA T RADIO BROAD T, 10 to 10:30 P. 11. 

During thi int rval, PRE IDENT ROOSE\'ELT will. broadca t from th \\ hite House 
on behalf of the Iobilization. IR. \YOPE will re pond b radio fron1 th lev land 
platform. The radio time (and our meeting) will lo e at 10 :30 . harp, with I ction 
b the SI GER ' L B. 

ADMISSIO FREE O OLI ITATION 

Plea e u e the admi ion ti ket, ood for two per on . 




