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SHOULD THE CHURCH A s AGOG FIGHT cm ruNIS1\~? 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda morning, November 8, 1936 



To the c!uestion, my friends, the church and the s 1nagog 
) 

V"'I 

fight Communism in the United Sates?" my answer d be "Not" .bee 1se 
.. . 

thPre is ..ne Communism to fight_ -If yotl,-B~~-u --- i thfuJ:ly 

durin~ the past few month-s I ~n the months which preceded the 
l' 

Election, particularly Mr. Hearst's papers and the Chicago Tribune - and 
I . { ~. 

if you listened to cert~in radio Jriests ho ve now bean strangel~ 
I I 

"'...a...,~a., et have gotten the imprePsion that the United States 
. 

was over-run with communists. re~~ion myse1:f. 
~ C r-1 

I got to the point he.-e I looked for a Communist under the bed every 

night. If I heard a fire cracker go off, I thought t e Advanc d Gu rd 

of the .!Fhiro Interna ti nal as under a T . 

Then came the Election ane-~--t1~r@f'~- ~ a clean sweep of the 
/' , ~ 

Uni~~ States by Mr. Browder and the Communist Pa;rt-, .at., least I 
I C. 

looked for figures that would indicate the strengt. of the Communists. 

I looked ith m e es, first. Then.I got a microscope. The figures 

that the. Communists rote on the ballots of the last election are so 

1nr·nitesimal that if the most powerful microscope ere used it 

would if.ficult to detect them. 

In the great state of New York, hich you will recall, is 
I 

t hot bed of Communism~ the Communist Part- get, so v. • few 

votes that it will no longer have a place on the National Ticket ,,.-,~ 

less than fifty thousand votas. Ailld 

difficult to 
I 

he Socialist vote was ver) 
I 

'f/ 'I 

four yeirs e,go and less than in 1912. Altoget~er , the Socialists 

fo~ty-five million "\JQiWS 
J 

cast in the United States during this last Election. 

-
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Of course, if e the word Communi~t loosely, as most 

people do, and apply it to ever measure which ou d n't hap _en to 

like, and eve ~erson whose point of view happen$ th 

instead of using the term Communism in its technical sense -

I • 

tt: . 
definitel to a~, economic philosophy, to the e?onomic theories o~ 

I ' . - , V 
~ 

1
the doctrine of class struggle, /dictatorship ~~.QU 

;,,- i 
d-eft 1 t ~& tb.Q tel"ffl Communism in a technical eenee, if.:,,,..--~~.., 

, .. 
it to every measure of tax~ that you don't like, or to a law 

{' 
controlling speculation in \he stock ~ahonge, or tao establ"~ent 

' o the part of the government for he ~eo le, protection against . ' 
I I I C I 

~!::::!~, then, of co~rse, the- e is Communism in t he United States 

o·t -0f rcnding every 

man you don't like a Communist - like allace, the New Dealers and 

the Brain Trusters, then the last Election will show that th re re 

such loose msf!ielled , irresponsible, abu ive t~••• 

But, if there is no Communism in the United States t o speaK 

9f Co uni i re- oti n stuff, why is the 

Why is it organizing 

a crusade against Communism? y is it turning its pulpits to anti-~ -- ,... 
Communist ? . Is it because of Communism in Europe? Is 

it because it is afraid that Communism would spread~.---~ the United 

States and ould, therefore , like to anticipate that spread~ 

launching a campaign against it? If so, is t t d ·t? way o o 1 . 

I 

I 
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Is that the wise , the practical way and the helpful way? 

It is, of course, clear that the church and the synagog 

Communism. The church and synagog cannot, for example, accept~ 

aade•se the philosophy of materialism which 
I 

the basis of Coillillunist 

thought. They run counter to the basic outloo~ a-BG poiDt 0f1Yi~w t 
_ ( 1,:1 • 1 I n•I 1i , ,, 1 

of reli~io The church and synagog cannot app~ove of dictatorship, 
' ' # I , 

upon the reliance of for~e and terrorism to achieve~ 
I v:)t I 

end. The church and synagog cannot approve of the doctrine of 
: e 

class struggle. Religion has always ~a-'M,,J,_...,_t~D-~stress the classlesshess 

of mo~~ fa ~1/ l;irde -, nee 
i . ~.. . {· - r 

ue,~rm1p a.gai~t~ane 

cooperzrtlve na 
t w I 

relentle~s, class 
0 -

~ 

Of course, t.Ae church and synago~ cann?t appr,9ve of n i-
, / • ( ·y,.'I' I 

religious campaigns. Communist Russia has -4arried t:boee 'on. But 

it is one thing 1 Wi friends, nat to a-pprcn-e. It is another thing 

•to ozgall¼ae @l crusade :i1 ii,;trt. If the Church and synagog make v{ 

:Wlett crusade :Wiis major activity,atMi is~Pe is a feeliftg ~he~ eertain 

chu.rche.s~migh:t da Just tlla4, there is a danger, first at 11 1 

that the church will consume its energies in such a contest at the 
I 

expense of~its, constructive services to mankirrl,Jnstead of devoting 
'~ 

itself to its , work of compassion, ,ef> uplif~ inspir tion, 'fl!III!-

healing and e church find l.-.l:W:-1" devotins 

s e, ~••a•illljd•• 

* aBd. 

partisanship. do 
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I 

When y. get into a fight, then you are inclined to use every we on 

and ,- to help you win th t fight. The end then justified the 

That is dangerous to a spiritual agency i-ike church aod 

c;iu&ht t.o be fair and just even to its enemies. 

preachee the id1'al of loving- -one's enemies. The church ie in danger 
.,} 

of losing itf;i sense of proportion in ws struggle, making people, 

for exampler.-, that there is nothing good in the Soviet Union, that 
' . I . . _ , I I ' • . 

we have nothing to learn from this tremendous vM m~ revolutio~ary 
' ,. . 

exper~ent which is going on ,,,, odious and 
r .( ...... ' 

., , . 
_ll&;DIJ:af:,... It isB!t tr.u_e Our country and every other countr has much 

to learn from what is going on in the Soviet Union
1
just as the Soviet 

Union has much to learn from our country arrl. from other countries. 
, 

YI' with other groups fighting Communism whose motives W'e not as honorable 

look around for allies and ou ill not be choicy, about the allies 
,. 

' that yo take on. Thus, for example, the greatest ally of the church 

in the struggle a ainst CoillIIlunism today, would be Hitler. Hitler 

today is the ope of anti-Communism. We bas decJarQd ~imoelf ~ 

' At Nuremberg, Hitler proclaimed a Hol r against the Soviet 

Union and called upon all the peoples of the orld to rally against 

I 

>-M 

Communism. liar Hitler's motives, $\'en--'t:-.· ~~H,Nte1~~:--1i00.a!l-- are 1, Cw~ 

~ 

I 
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no secret to the orld. He has an eye on -==iatr territory. 

like the fertile soil of the Ukraine. He would like access 
I 

to the bread b&sket of Russia, the coal, the oil. Hitler is preparing 

for those t hings, for _ ft-er. 
J J 

a.i the , . ery of his country to that end. His ie strategy is 
I . 

J • 
t-r solate the Soviet Union in anticipation of~ war, -that, 

r.. 

don't you~ ·r the church enter1 ~nto a campaign to make he Soviet . .• 

Union odious in the eyes of the world, tilt~~ pJ co~•g
1 
i~slf"4R the 

w1"4. ;;._~1 . ·, . 
hands of Hitler ,""'~~~l-4~~~ et.Pongest. .al :y-. "'!'his cr\M9ade is 

b;~r-eedli:J_enntt1:1nrrgrio15inn=tElhiEertpn1:-!e~~~ettJmrree~w·Mob.-ha ha.a the church in ..Germany • 

. 
...._..IW,,,l __ _._.. _ __,a~u ......... E-~-s-c-i~a- and Naziem, one might be inclined to question 

its wisdom but not motives. ut that doesa.Lt seem to be the case. 

The church is not interested in fighting Nazism and Fascism, y 

Communism. • Peaa, in the 1~et few-1!t6f'ltmt of clerics ~e\~PBin~ , , 
Italy, who seem to give the im9ression on returning home that they (the church) 

not 
are interested/in the defense of liberty, but in the defense of the libert 

oft.be church. They are not opposed to dictatorship ass ch. They are 

opposed to dictatorship which interferes with the privileges and 

prerogatives of the church. Those people must know that Fascism 
' ., )..JJ • ' ~ 

is a far more PO&•~ dangerou8 foe i·11-.;J.Q.JLJUMM4H[IIIJ~~:.w to democracy 

than Communism~ f 

one Communist state established 

in the orld. There have been dozens a.aa aemefte ~f Fascist and semi­

Fascist states 



cc \,; 

, 
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Recently not a minister, but layman returned from 

Germany, a layman whose name Jou know,$. man who insisted upon 

our sending our athletes to the Olympic uames in Berlin. He had 

a good time in Be r lin; He wa:: wined and dined. And hen Avery 

Brundage returned to the United States, he was welcomed with open 

arms and with a celebration b the German-Nazis in New York at 

which celebration he made this statement significant not because it , 

was his point of view, but because it is the point of view of many 

people. "We can leaYn much from Germany - we, too, if we wish to 

preserve our institutions, must s amp out Communism." 

What institutions was he refering to - n the protection 

of which he learned about in Germany - _ree speech, democracy, the 

rights of man, equality of peoples? O, not He ~robqbly had i n 
I 

mind the rights and privileges of property and if it takes a Hitler 

to defend those privileges against a rising tide of democracy, 

why learn from Germany? 

The danger,_m~ frie~ds, involved in organizing religion 

against Communism is~••• that such a 
J 

crusade leads directly to Fascism. That is the technique of Fascist 

propaganda. You first cr eate a llel ... ~e sense of tension in -4-, 
• I 

co ~. - Our free institutiops~ ............ bean .~.a.i~~t&-..e,'-
' ,-

~~-!ltffl' e democratic machinery is inadequate to cope 

daBS&P~ Evecything which you hold dear and precious is 
I I 

of being deM-royed awi the onl way to save those prec·ous things 
., 

is to push aside for the moment democYatic Jrocedurel ~ the 

work of salvation into the hands of one powerful leader, one strong party 

will save you1 fter they ,have saved ou, after this monster 
J 
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of Communism ha£ been tlear.ed. awa, all these things will come back to 

ou and ·ou will live happil ever after. That is ho it as managed 

in Ital, German and elsewhere. Ana that techni~ue a 
-

.And:: he church, if it becomes an anti-cammwiist ~rop~ anda 
I 

ageilcy...; • play· directly into the hands of Fascist ing 

the-way ~-or Fas.cism in the United States. There are Jews who a e ~oe-

UQll y intrigued b, this, too. There o would like to 

save capitalism from menace of Communism. And there a -re Jev'IS 

who feel that because Jews have been Jinkrxi ttr, with Communism, 

therefore, it is. a go t ·ng to s Communism 
I 

to sht.Jw the world that are 4Wl4M:tl6t Commill)i?z::' J.lwt 
T ' # f' • ·' l 

J.ewisli --mooe~ lndi~tly c e into the coffers of Mr. 

wl.Qn be came into OWiir, he-out thei aw a moment of 

anti-Semite will not be ersaµded h3 .iD¥tbing ,7ou £Ul aod t t t4ey 
, I ' 

I I 

' w accusations that J e¥·s are Bolsheviks, etc., etc. 

The r re afraid to .. 

make a frontal attack upon the Constitution of the ~nited States. Ah!!t. 
cv (.. ( • / I 1 I 

the tabel of rlJe ish" on 'i.> advan ed social BK>¥Omonte, 
' , 
jL ±j@~y ee:n ee1:p1.talize a ainst the Jewish minorit , then the 0 I .,,Jr , 
~ eo,mtTy of the world. t :tr st 

can get 

And 

the successful. Wh r, the did it here before the Election when 

they wanted to show that a certain ~ art or a certain latform was un­

American, the began to bandy round for Jewish names such as Dubins'y, 

etc. When they ·anted t di credit the New De 1, they put u. posters 

with the names 0£ twenty or thirt Jews who happened to be connected 

with the N w Deal. Half' of them ere not Jews, of cour e. 

,. 
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There is one other thought which comes to my mind in~i3'"' 
. 

discussion and it is important - the struggle between the Right arxi 
,I 

the Left. ~n& i~ ·,s.-ge.ing- G be the struggle of the 20th century. 

Look at what ii happening in Spai~ ~ - 'H":- lttel~ te- hap n 

i her eettnt-Pies. It wj]J be a war to the hilt, perhaps the mo~st~~~-

brutal and ruthless war ever known to civilization. 

What should be the role of religiop in such a struggle? 

oil on the flames? To incite people o lose the las~ grain 

of sanity 
./. 

the role of religion in such controversies to be the pacifiers, the 

were nJt rallying their people to the side of Fascist adventurers 

supposing th~t iDitead of that the voice of the church were raised , 

in a passionate appeal to thai thers to desist o come together 
I I ........ , 

a.nd compromise - would the church be fulfilling its mission more 

nearl y and more accurately, or not? 

The task of the church and the synagog as I see it in this 

disturbed and troubled world of ours, is a much more positive, much more 

permanent~~. In a world which has gone mad, and cynical and murderous, 
not 

is it/the duty of ~len-~IU. churches and synagogs to preach and teach 

men and women and chil ren the ideals of brotherhood, peace, and 

. ' 
rushing to force, is it not the duty of the church to reassert its 

program of human salvation, 

is 
~---suspiai.on run r pant, xa it7iiot the business of the 

church ~th.er wt to recall its 
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\ 
universal lesson "Have we not all 

Bgainst Aodn In a world of growing class struggle, it is not the 

business of the church to a e&t;.u.:te struggle whitjt been going 

about bu.man sol.Marity am eooperation..­

Wbat is the <iut¥ of tbe church and_ sy.nagog ~today.2 How can it 

f...ight. CommQBiom?., 

Communism can be destroyed only by making it unnecessary. When 

people have justice, when _ieople have food and raiment and shelter 
J , 

and o?portunities to live and d~p, they4on t 
I ~ 

~- And when people haven't t hose things, no amount of brutal 

Communism 

ow themeel:Tee 

lnt.o thi B~i-Gonnmmi~, ro-Fas~ist crusade. 
n I • 

should 
I I J,,,,.. 

remain above class, above party. 1'.be voice 9'£-4oduipoke to man as man 

and to every human as a human. It should not link its lf ith any 
~ 

• , • + ~ ,. ~ , ,.., -♦• f'). • gi:m1p er ~e:1.1~ P~Y. should always defend truth, freedom, 

justice mercy and compassion under any form of government 

economic regime. 

You have often heard it said that ther e is godlessness and 
. 

materialism in the Soviet Union. But how much of godlessness and 

materialism there i in Cleveland! I don't know that if any census 

were taken here that we would find more of godliness and spirituality 

and altruism per square mill 

Union. 

States ~har in th~ Sov~e% 

lee here. 'They 
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have the Soviet nion. 

~ore than anti-rel· :on. Here ·e have i rel:gi -

here to ring God an 

God r a 

J e emia.h , 

at the gates of The 

en 't cloM dour chur e, 

The church and~ -nagog have remendous jo , right 
µ. 

he !'ord of God to
1

.eo.le and to male tre ord of 

J~inted hi~ finger at his peoJle 

said to them: "Will ye steal , lie and pro une me nd op ress the poor 

and then come and sa~: "~e are deliv red - ~e have· Temple?" 

Let not the church and s~nagog lose faith in its traditional 

method of 
., 

guidance , coun el . Let it not rush to arms . 

Vie all rushed to arms in he Torl rar . e oft e c urch ere certain 

save democrac ... -. to 

sanctify th;1t war • nd throw the .antle of holiness over t e ru H it 
todc1y 

of var . ,e i, .I am 

• n ~e allo ourselves to be stampeded into 

another iar aLainst somethin6 that e 

The l.st haven of serenit, 0 sanit r and compassion in 

the orld ought to e God's ouse of Pra:er . From it should come the 
,I 

s mpath , compa~sion, rrd not the 

bitter, c~uel ·ords of incitement and rejudice . ~o , he churc and the 

s nagog should not fight Communi m. The.... should pr· ·a.ch the ·ord of Gerl. 

J 



• 
HOULD THE CHURCH ND SYNAGOGU1 FIGHT COMl, NIS1? 

-
To the question, "Should the Ghurch and the ~nagogue Fight Communism 

in the U~ited States?" my answer would be "No" for two reasons. Firs there is 

really verJ little Communism in the United St tes to or anized a large-scale 

crusade against and secondl) such a crusade ould be playin ~irectly into the 

hands of those who are even more hostile to the spiritual valuPs of religion 

than the Communists - I mean the Fascists. 

In the months which preceded the national election in 1956, and more 

"<' 
recently as a result of the snooping of the ies Committee, . eople may have 

received the impression that the United $tates fairly over-run with Communis s 

and that behind every bush and beneath ever ' bed was one of the Advanced GuardJ 

of the Third International. 

Then came the national elections and the votes which r. Browder and the 

~-
Communists received required the aid of a microscope to fi~a them. In the 

gre t State of New York, which you will recall, is supposed to be the very 

-hotbed of Communism, the Communist Party received le~s than Fifty Thousand 

votes, so few votes in fact that it will no longer have a place on the na ional 

ticket. The Socialist vote, too, was ver)· difficult to locate. It as about 

one-fourth the vote which it had received in the previous Presiden ial t'i.ection 

and less even than in 1912. Together, the Sociali 1Band the Communists polled 



less than Three Hundred Thousand votes out of the Fort~-U-ve Million votes cast 

in the United States. 

Of course, if one chooses to use the word "Communist" loosely1 as most 

people do carelessly, and some people quite deljberatel, and apply it to every 

vi{ 
measure which one does not happen to like and to every person

1
one doe not approve 

of, if instead of using the term "Communism" in its technical sense, referring 

specifically to a quite definite economic philosoph- and system, to the ~rxian 

theories concerning the socialization of the resources of nature arrl of all the 

means and instruments of production 1to the doctrine of the class struggle and 

-it~~~ vi 

~the technique of proletarian dictatorship, if, I say, one applies i;., for 

example, to~measure of ta~tion which one resents, or to a Federal law 

regulating speculation in stocks,or to measures for social security, or the 

I 

..11.A. 
regulation of labor conditions, hours and wages, or to the ...,,se of labor 

o ganizations, then, of course, there is considerable Communism in the United 

States today and there will be more of it. 
I 

But surely the Church and the Synagogue ought not to lend themselves to 

-w--... 
any such loose,t, w ea and irresponsible thinking. 

I 

But if there is so little Communism in the United States today, why is 

the Church, particularly the Catholic ~hurch so hot about the subject? Why has 
I 

2. 



it organized a crusade against it? 
~ 

Why is it turning its pulpits to anti-Communist 
;.. 

propaganda? Is it because of Communism in Europe and of its avowed anti-religiou~ 

bias? Is it because it is afraid that such Commlll'lism -- spread to the United 

t ates and \,)t. would therefore like to anticipate~ by launching a campaign 

against it? If so, is the way which it has chosen the best ay? Is it the wise, 

the practical and the helpful way? 

It is, of course, clear that the Ghurch and the )IIlagogue cannot ndor e 

much that is involved in the philosophy and the tactics of Communi~m. They cannot, 

v\A~~ 
for example, accept t he philosoph~ of natiunali~m and economic determinism which 

are at the basis of Communist ideology. These run counter to the fundamental 

outlook of religion which stres es the realit of a spiritual order, the rimacy 

of spiritual motives, the effectiveness of moral initiative and the dynamics in 

history of personality and will. The Churc h and Synagogue camot approve of 

~ 
dictatorship apml the submergence of the individual in a monolithic collectivism 

I 

&'\--
an~cpu• the reliance on force and terrorism to achieve an end, however desirable. 

They cannot concede absolutism to any economic institution tor to any political 

or economic arrangement and they cannot ~xemptions from• manda e£of a 

class 
universa~i supreme binding moral law to any/group, or government . The Church and 

Synagogue camiot approve of the thesis of the class struggle. rteligion has 

and 
always maintained the over-arching/mt classless nature of morality, the unifying 
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purposes of social effort and the ideal of social recons ruction not through 

hate and the sacrifice of others, but through love and self-sacrifice. 

One of the essential contributions of ethical religion to human progress 

is the concept of method. 

Religion offered a new method by which men might attain morally desirable 

ends - a method worthy of the ends. Ethical religion outlawed the notion that 

moral ends justify immoral means. Ea.ch step on the wa to rds the realization 

of a noble objective must be a noble objective in itself. ~eans have a wa of 

integrating themselves into the ends and of determining their auality am pattern. 

Therefore, to establish justice, men must employ the w~ys of justice, and to 

establish peace, the ways of peace. 

The more exalted human goals are, the less likelihood is ther e of their 

complete attainment. When impatient and desperate measures of ruthlessness and 

brutality are employed, they not only make the attainment of the goals impossible 

but they turn man's long eary way towards them into a miser and a horror. 

Ethical religion has been careful to define the character of this method, 

of the "good way". It is the waJ· of obedience to a supreme moral law which i 

binding upon groups and overnments as well as upon individuals. It i the ay 

of allegiance to a sovereignty which is higher than that of any state, rty, 
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or majority. It is the way of acceptance of a law which transcends al l human 

groupings and their temporary and shifting political or economic interests. The 

just way calls for a curbing and control of all concentrated po er. It de ands 

the safe-guarding of the spiritual integrity and freedom of the individual. 

Nothing must be done, even in our eager quest for the perfect society , which will 

reduce the stature of the individual and trespass upon his inalienable rights. 

It is the way which uses good will and tolerance between peoples, classes, and 

races for the establishment of justice and peace in the world. 

This classic way of religion has never been fully tried in t he world. 

Today it is being rejected more thoroughly than at any time in human history. 

Insolent and cynical s tate and class autocracies have proclaimed that ther e is 

no law superior t o theirs and that their way i s infallible because their vast 

punitive force makes it uncontradictable. The individual is being~rrorized 

into spiritual and intellectual subjection, and every precinct of his life is 

being invaded and possessed. 

The Middle Ages were theo-centric. The Modern Age has been ant hropo-

centric. Our post-bellum Age is dangerously politico-centric. The first was 

an age of faith. The second, an age of reason. Ours is in danger of becoming 

an age of ~t servility both in faith and reason. 
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The economic life of mankind is fast resolving itself into a bitter 

class war. ~ach class is res~rting without much compunc ion or hesitancJ to 

methods of violence, suppression and civil war. Each class ju tifies its tactics 

in the name of some great ideal. The shame of our age is trnt men are commi ting 

the most shameless acts of immorality in the name of the highest morality. 

Methods which are abhorred and denounced in one's oppoffents are rationalized 

into moral imperatives when employed by one's self. Men talk of justice, a 

classless society, patriotism, nation, race, culture and peace but they act as 

if these noble ideals were demons out of hell lashing them on to furious acts 

of injustice, hatred, chauvinism, arrogance and blood. 

has consistently carried cn, or the prohibition of religious instruction. But 

it is one thing for Church and ynagogue to deprecate such acts and dissaprove 

of them; it is uite another thing to organize a crusade against them. In 

C...,J ., r 

such a crusade, there is a two-fold danger: first that the Church~will consume .) 

at 
~energies in such a contest/ill the expense of~ more constructive service 

to mankind. Instead of devoting themselves to their historic and specific work 



of compassion, uplilt, inspiration, healing and reconciliation, they will find 

themselves devoting most of their energies to a bitter struggle involving political 

~ 
agi4ation and leading on to militant and intolerant partisanship . The,~eh 

~ ~ 
will find -tteeif doing violence to one of~ primary ,1 too, will 

be sacrificing method to ends. In a frightfully unbalanced and shaken world our 

spiritual agencies at least must endeavor to preserve a sense of balance and 

perspective . They at least must try to be fair and just even to their enemies. 

Co- --
Church and Synagogue lose their ense of proportion - and 

many priests, ministers and rabbis have alreadJ lost it - making people believe
1 

for example that there is nothing good in the Soviet Union, that it is all vile 
' 

and wicked and the work of Satan
1
and that certainly we have nothin to learn 

from that world-shaking revolutionery experiment. All of which, of course, is 

~ 
etmps.y not true. Our country and ever r other country a-, much to learn 

~-
from what is going on in the ~oviet Union" ust as the Soviet Union has much to 

learn from our country and from other countries. One does not write off a 

fjJ>J 

country of over One Hundred Sixty-five illion people covering one-sixth 
f---

~ 
of the globe, afta ~i~mi~~ it simply as a land of sin and irreligion1 Alli one 

~ ~ 
cannot b11;yeh: e.eide not can one 89ASig:& a colossal .ad new experiment in W: social 

I 

~ 

and economic re-organization of society by branding it as deviltry and infamy. 

7. 

✓ 

✓ 



8. 

Again, in organizing a crusade against Communism, the Church and Synagogue v 

will undoubtedly seek allies. They will quite naturally seek to ally themselves 

with other groups which are fighting Communism and whose mo ives may not be quite 

as honorable and disinterested as the avowed motives of Church and Synagogue. In 

1L. 
a war one is not scrupulously siective as to the character and motives of allies~ 

ysolicits or acquires. Thus, for example, in this struggle against Communism, 

organized religion will find their greatest ally in Hitler, for Hitler today is 

the self-appointed fope of anti-Communism. Hitler has proclaimed a holy war 

against the ~oviet Union and has called upon all the peopleso the earth to rally 

round him~ll@oinA it. Hitler's real motives are, of course, no secret to the 

world. He is not primarily concerned with Communism. He has an eye on Soviet 

territory. He would like the fertile belts of the Ukraine. He would like access 

to the granaries of Russia and to its coal and iron. Hitler has been preparing 

for his "Drang noch Osten". The absorption of Austria and Sudentanland cleared 

the way for his advance;- for the imperial advance of the Reich eastward, an 

advance dreamed of by German imperialism long before the advent of Hitler. 

The latter is gearing up the total life of his country to that end. His 

strategy internationally is quite simple. It is to isolate the Soviet Union 

in anticipation of war. So far, and especially as a result of Munich, he has 

succeeded admirabl~ If, therefore, the Church and Synagogue now enter into 
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a vigorous campaign to hep make the ov·et Union till mo e odious in the eyes 

of the world and set the remaining emocracies of the world again tit, they will 

be renderi a supreme service to !titler and the Nazis. They ill become he 

~ ~~ 
invaluable/'\-foreign propaf anda machine for the Third Reich. 

The avowed motive of those churchmen who clamor or a war on Communism is v 

~ the preservation of democracy. Were this motive altogethe sincere, I would 

still queston the wisdom of the procedure advocated. But, is it quite since 1 e? 

Are these churchmen qu9te as whole-hearted in denouncing Fasci~m and azism; 

which are, of course, as viciousl) anti-democratic as Communism? any clerics , 

5 1) IN-
'l 

by their utterances1give the impression that they a r e interested not in the 

defense of liberty in the defense of the liberty of their church. They are 

not opposed to dictatorship as such. They are opposed to a diet torship which 

in erferes with the privileges and prero atives oft eir ecclesiastical organiaions. 

~ I 
A Church, ~ will launch a vigorous crusade against Communism and will hold 

~) 0 '\ f 
its thunderbolt from Fascism is not reclly intent on fighting he spiritual 

evils and the irreli iosity of which i1' eem!'l&iBe :in Communism; for these identical 

I 
evils exist also in Fascism. Such a church gives the impression of fi hting 

not 
■ff1l for basic religious principles, but for vest4iecclesi stical interests. 

It should be clear'it-, of course, th&t Fascism tod y p1~ ents a far more 



serious and immediate danger to democracy than bommunism. Since the establishment 

of the Soviet Union not ~er £¥.i:ng}~ Communist state has been established in 

u I')~ 

the world. But there have been lite1all~ doac1'5 of Fascist and semi-Fascist 

states established throughout the world. Bourgeois revolutions and not proletariifa/ 

revolutions have over-thrown democracy in over half of the 1estern world. 

The danger involved in an organi zed campaign again t Communism is that 

10. 

such a campaign leads directly to the triumph of Fascism. This, in fact, is the V 

~ 
classic techni ue of Fascist propaganda which it employs in ±w effort to 

destroy progressive democratic governments, the advancing rights of organized 

~ l·bor and all ef,e»ti to correct the palpable abuses of capi alism. First it 

• 
(.. 

creates a sense of tension and a mood of 1 cris;s in a count ry. It dins into the 

fJ"l ~ -
ears of people that~ free instituions g£ •he •nnd are being endangered./\b 

aliens, by leds, by the tools of Moscow, that there is a sinister .ai 

underground conspiracy to overthrow them. It butters its propaganda pabul~m 

with half-truths, catchwords, slogans, with appeals to latent racial and 

~- ~ -'iM 
religious bigot rf, all calcula ted to:.....n the sense of panic and hysteria . 

It then proclaims that the democratic machinery is inadequate to cope with the 

~ \N. f­
dangerous situation confronting the nation or that« is in 

I 
--:>~ -tt 

enemies of the country. The ooly way to s2r•8e • is to push aside for the 



moment the cumbersom democratic proceduret::'entrust the fate of the country 

to one powerful leader and to one strong party. After this leader and this 

party will have saved the nation and after the fonster of Communism will have 

' IN\ 
been destroyed, all th~ things which menl'have surrendered as an emergency 

~ ever 
measure will be ~e~M!\ed to them, and they will live happily/after. This 

is how it was managed in Italy, in Germany, and elsewhere. And this technique 

seems to succeed everywhere. The Church and Synagogue will be playing into the 

~ ~ ~ ~ H( ~~ 
hands of ,Fascist if they lend themselves to the kind of hysterical 

carrying on in the United States f· ~ . 

(.. 
Efforts are being made on the pa.rt of some Jewish leaders to -nveigle 

an 
the Synagogue into such/ant·-communist campaign. They feel that because v 

~ 
Jews have been accused b:, anti-Semitesf ~ Communists, ......, it would be I good 

policy pubiioly to join such a movement esRiDit Gs i■m in order to convince 

the world that all Jews are not Communists. A moment of reflection, however, 

ou·ght to convince anyone that the anti-Semite will not be dissaaded from 

his course b any such tactics. The anti-Semites know that all Jews are 

not Communists. They know the true facts1.&ut they choose to ignore them. 

They know, for 
tL 

example, that• number of Jews who participated in the Bolshevik 

Revolution the first democr tic Keren~ revolutio~ which preceded and was 

11. 

destroyed by the ~lshevik revolution) has been grossly and deliberately exaggerated. 



The Jews of Russia were appreciably e. esent din the mi1dle class as ra e men, 

most 
merchants, financiers and members of the professions and hey stoo / o lose, 

and~ did lose most by the Communist revolution. In man instances the 

w. .-:,o;d 
---: 

names of Jews wh figure prominently in Communist lea ership are pure inventions 

of non-existing persons . The professional anti-Semites know 
1
too

1 
ha the 

number of Jewish communists in Germany was infinitesfimal, for there, too, the 

Jews belonged principally not to the proletarian but to the bourgeois element 

in the population . They also know that many of the outstanding leaiers against 

Bolshevism both in pre-Bolshevik Russia and t roughout Europe have been Jews. 

12. 

They know all that. But they persist neverthele s in disseminating alsehoods 
I 

w .S~•JM.·
1 

~~ 
• such glaring and/ exposed forgeries as the Elders of Zion and he myth of C-.. 

Jewi ~ conspiract because that sort of ropaganda is their trump c rd. 

Anti-Semitism is the readiest and handiest weapon i.n the entire Fascist and 

~ 
Nazi /nnory. 

In the United St tes for exam le, the reacti onaries who have Fascist 

learnings will never make a fron al attack upon the Constit tion of the United 

States. They will seek to gather strength and momentum b fomenting and 

xam.prbt capi alizing upon anti-Jewish bias, by pinning for example, the label 

vi¼ 
of Jewish ori in or inspir tion to any advanced piece o social legisl tion/ or 

to any progressive f individual in public office. This was the line, you will 



1 

recall, which was pursued rfi abten1ptlng· o discredi 
/\ 

he measur,c- an he men 

of the New Deal. 

~ 
The~e is one other tho ht which vorth 1 of considera in. The +r•~ 1 

I 

between the Righ and the Left which will undoubt dly carry on r h u this 

century is, from all present in ic~ ions, to be a war to the h"lt, ,~rh ps the 

most br tal and ruthless war ever known to c·vilizati~n. Iha. has ha ened in 

Russia, in Spain, in Germmy, and in Italy are fearful, mADl.&K omens of h 

is likely to happen elsewhere . 

What then should be role of organi ed rel "gion • sch a stru gle? 

To incite people still more sot the ·11 ose heir las shred of sani y 

and decency? To pour more oil on the la.mes? 

the last haven of rotherliness, humanit and good vill? Supoo e the riests 

in ~pain to a , wee not rallying their people to one side or he other of 

the bloody civil war . Suppose that the voice o the Church ln Spain and he 

voicej of the Church outside of Spain had been raised in a pa sionate a eal 

to all Spaniards to desist from thefratricidal s ruggle an t come toge her 

in a spirit of r conciliation and com romise, would the Church and its 

priests -w.-i be fulfilling their historic mission more truly or not1 



-14-

The task of Church nd Syna o e as I see it in his distur ed and 

troubled world is a much more posi,ive and di ~ficult one than tha of att eking 

an economic system because its adherents had attac<ed religion. In a 

• 
has gone made, cynical and mur~ero s, it is he duty of o anized re]igion to 

teach men, w~men and children, again and a~ain, the ideals of forgiveness, 

brotherhood, oatience and eace. In such a world where everybody is rushing to 

of force and terror, organized rel"gion ught to 

reassert its ancient program for h 1an salvation -"not by might an not by 

force but by My spirit . " In a orld where nationalism and r acialism and 

classism have run riot, the Church o ht to spend itself as never be ore on~ -~ 

truth : "Are we not all bro hers? Hat not one God c eated us all? 

hy, hen, should we turn treacherously one against the other?" The Church 

ought not to aggravate the class struggle, but as fr as possible sndoa,or 

ONJ... 0., 
-ta, soften attenuate it and beal the ~ounds which are being inflicted . 

I I 

~ 
The Church and y agogue have a definite social gospel, a rophetic program 

(' 

for social regeneration. But it cannot align i self t.vtf( (A. 

for one pacific economic system against anther . It cannot and should not 

involve itself in any economic dfgmatism . It cannot cham~ion an ex·sting order 

and overlook its sundry and inevit ble fla s 1,or an imaginery or er hich miuht 

fail even to approximate the virtures claimed_for it . The Church is lot concerned 
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withs stems, r ut ith the safeguarding of princi les whic emus be 

challenged , to ~'- into such a system as will bP.st meet its requirement . 

~ hether it be capi alism, socialism or communism, there are bas· c ·Jrincples of 

W\ 

social justice at stake and the Church mus un er all con iti ons rema · n free to 

" 
defend those ideals for which no system is an adequate guarantee . 

? 
In conclusion, may we offer this tou ht . Communism cannot be destroyed 

I 

b · fighting it either with ords or w a ons . It can be des r yed onl~ b 

making it unnecessary . When peopl~ have justice, when t ey hav faod, raimen, 

shelter and o ortunities to live and enjo " life they will not be en ranced by 

the blandishments of Communism all propag nda in he world notJiths anding . 

hhen people haven't these things no amoun of br tal uopre~.sion d shou ing 

down will permanently delay its a vent . Church and Sy nago e shoul therefore 

arouse and move people to the reauirements of s c:al amelion in a . ~e eby 

build up constructive defenses against Communism . Remaining bove class or 

part, the should speak with the authentic force tr ditions to men 

as men , to every human being as ah an being
1
an summon him to the as of 

justice and righteousness . he should ma~e men awa e of he rong hich nee 

to be righted, an the crooked things which need to be bes right ned . They 

must stimula te the desire for research, inquiry an experi.mantation into all 



1 

~(J;,N✓.) 

possible remedies. They mu t demand the a )plication of lhJtt best intelli ence 

and highest motives to this ask. They mu t h:>ld up be ore__. he v·sion of a 

society in which Man will at all times be orimary and the satisfac ·on of 

in whi "'h reward will be commensurate with service and in which no on :> sha1 l 

partake of social goods who oes not con ribution to the social weal. 

It has often been said that there Godlessness and materialism in 
I' 

the Soviet Union. Undoubtedly thee is! But how much Godlessness and ma eAialism 

is there in Cleveland? In the United ·· a tes? In all other non-Communist countrie? 

Itis true, thank God, that our churches and synagogUPS have not been shu down 

or converted by governmental fia. -ro the extent t hat they ha' e been shut 

G,.. 
down and converted in the oviet Uni.on .,,, grievous ron ha been OPrpetrated. 

But if we have no organized 
1
official anti-religion in our countr) we have 

vast unorganized, unofficial irreligion an widespread immorality . Church and 

Synagogue have a tremendous job right here to bring God arrl the word of God to 

our people . 

-tt ~;_-
Jeremiah once stood at the gates of ,Jerus lem and pointed his accusing 

I 

finger at his people and said to them: "Will ye still/lie and profane y name 

and oppress the poor and then come and sa ·: ' We are deli.vered . We have a Temple !' " 

Church and Synagogue o aht not to lose faith in their traditional method 
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of spiritual guidance, el evation and ins ir~tion. In panic they should not 

rush to arms. They rushed t o a rms in the :orld \ar . They t re pe s ded 

tha t t ha t was another holy war . They :.ished in to save democracy , Ptc . 'hey 

sanctified tha t war and cast a mantle of holiness over its bru a lity and insanity . 

The: lacked the vision then . Thejr siould not lose their vision noi awi by 

stampeding into another war aginst somet½ing which some neople o not like . 

The last haven of s erenit · , compassion a sanity in the orl toda· 

is God ' s House of Prayer. From i t should come to a suf ering and bewil·1ered 

world words of peace, love and reconcil i ation, not the bitter, cruel o s of 

incitement and prejudice . ( o, he Church ahd Synago ue should not figh 

Communism . They should continue to preach the word of the l i ving God. 
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