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The subject of m discour~e this morning ~as suggested b 

a report made b an eminent di vine rector of the '1'rini t Church 

of New York Cit - in v,hich he suggested t at preac11ing holi a • 

be instituted - a moratorium be brought on ) rer:...chin0 for a re'-4r 

or two or more if desira le . The reason for his sug estion as 

given b~ him is as follows : 

" .. : ill cannot a Chri tian be permitted to o to c urch 
to orship without aJ:a,s being ssailed b ab rrage from the 
pulpit? The_e is ractic 1 no preaching 1orth he name to be 
f ·:mnd . t 'r Bnkl , a moratorium v ould be a godsend 11eartil r ailed 
on both s ides b) the pul it and the )ew .... 

"For the most pa.rt sermons tod: a ..... e aver poor 
edition of ~topical ' ho iletics , a brand of religious Jep-t l~s 
saL in; forth for a transitor~ opul~rity under the guise of being 
inspirational . Trul- the mi acle of t'1 churc is the pat ience 
of the lait -... 

"Peo_:.;:>le s uld sp !ik rhen the h'"ve something to sa ., . 
, .a: ;e 9ra.> to be delivered fr-:>m an mo,.. p • achi 1g c· m. aigns 

calculated to arouse a benumbed and ha.rras ed eo )le wh "') h e been 
_e ched t~ death . Bis op ' s crus~ es , 1mited pr aching mis~ions , 

cit - wide drives , the · mpo ..... t··tion of not ed o 'ltors -- these .. e 
s~mples oL e infliction~ th&t odvertise .eir o n delinqu~ cJ. " 

\ o , w.ile these comments o~ he redor o e Tri it Ch rch 

apply to
1
the. inist ers of other C ri::--tian churc1es , by implication 

the also ap Jly to Rabbis in s n go s nd tem.Jles . 'Ihi c0Jr1men of 

thi en.· nent cl erg: .man cr & ted considerable co ent c.n as .. ou 

a:- exp ct , cont rove s . 

The Institute of Public pinion ic_ is a n .tional 

or an·zation hich pool the sent · ents o the AmPricdn people ,as 

int 0 r e ted in find · ng out exactl 1 what th lait , act1a 1 hought 

abo1t r ac ing . It canva sed one hun _ed t· 0 san en an nmen . 

churc members n non-me bers on hi ... ubject the e be 

a holi a from preachin or a cert in lengtn of e . A d t .e vote , 
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s r-n;el· enough was 87 op_osed to such a oli a and 1 % in -""vor 

0 it. 11
0· to a r ... cher an clergym n t~:s is r ... t . er c ..... OJ. ir g • 

ave bee1 'eriring so much criticism as one oes hear , 

ab')ut sermon rn too lon~ , 00 

dull , too hackneyed , or too sc olrrl· , too ~o u ar o too old-

as~ioned , too s ens t:onal , too hot or oo .co • ne ex.ect d a 

larger ne ;,.. ti ve vote . But thi vote i rather col"' o tin . 

It is interesting , in this connPction , to no e th~t this 

rector , him elf , nd t e ~aj ori t•r ~f' the . eo le .. o voted or this 

ho i a: a -o members 0 t ~pi~copalian Church. This is the + · t ~~ I.I de 

OJ. the : igh Church he ~ervice nd the .. lace NZ of he <:ernon in 
( -

the ervice o.Il lt . di fe ·ent from ot deno in .L. • As he er v ons . 

clea 1. oints out , there ·re to e in:te itudes to ards the 

sermon in the service , one held b~ the more orthodox, and the 

le c:, s orthodox attitude . One looks upon the serv · ce a sacra;:iental , 

a for al ritual of a eJ.s ~n ce ewoni 1 ·ith the serm n incide tal 

ant... ccas.:.. onal . he the. loo ;::s on he service as o et'1ing 

>ro~ etic , objective , :ns irational an 1 he ermon as :nteg al nd 

focal and th' t the itw.l should ' e toned down . 

me istinction ou ill find in the ort odox and 

re om Te~ples . In orthodox ·ors.ip, the sermon: a o inc:dent 1 . 

The ort ... odox rabbis dVe • rather good time of it. The are c· lied 

on to r each to or three times a er . The orthodox rabbi 

trad : ional is t o pre ch on he Sa b th .e+>or e 

great Sa :.. t '1, on e bat e rween Ne · e rs <...Il he D T of 

Atone1 nt - t e \)a bat. of n.e en ance n on th £J e i(ol idre . . 
Th re""' of he T' a e · an ' t have t_ rec • 



In the e orm s-na o , of course , preac1in0 occupies he supPrior, 

t_e ocal vi t · n t e ervice . It is int re•ting t o note t ha 

enever a greL.t re ie;i '"'U reformat· on ta_ es _ l CE- , ,;Jre c inb comes 

into :,rominence . Just _J•· ior to he rotes-'-ant ri.e-£'orma • :m )r ac ing 

rd languished in t e Chri ("•tian church . T e Re a ion su denl r 

t~rust tote fore a a a o .. rema_kable p~ j _ ch~rs, ex~oun ers 

of t1e spo'..en ord - Luther , Ca~v·n 1\.nox . From t _at time on, 

ther sermon beca.we an i~ ortan and d~namic fea ure o e D otes tn.nt 

Th~t was ~lso tru of th e ~Si efor movement . p to 

the rise o t e eform movement, and fr a time Jrevious to that , 

es ecinll among t e Ge ans in Easte~n"'"' o ea congregct..i..ons, 

Jreac:lng was also ne li i½le . The Reform move1 ent suoden • found 

men of t 1e v•inged w 
, 
, ~rea p~eachers G,:,,:ger , Y llini1

- , P-o dheim, 

li'in'1orn - men who sirred Jewis 1 . -'e V its ver· 

t_eir ex mple , t sermon .as beco~e an essentlal fe 

service of he Pe orm-.Je·ish con regat~on. 

pths rn 

e 

The 6rea t ex .u;>L .. s of t:i"' .i..rct , of course , a:re .1e eligious 

reform _rophets , great spo.esrnen , r e c_es en t e rophets of s ~el . 

ese miracle men o~ sacre orator- ere reuc. e s. 

:en a religion has omet in vital to sa it ·ill find 

voices to sa it and it ,i~l find men to listen to those voices . 

~en a religion becomes old an set an ,ear , peo le eek ref e 

and pe ce in ritu 1, not for lism, n he o t·cal e :niscences 

o ce e onialism and even iits occas·ona reac ng ,·,1 e 

distinguished for its .anne an 

and assion . 

t le r 1er i.: n or its su nee 
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It is inte'esting th tin the Je•~ ·nagog , + l;j e o s 

'l a:, s been , s r &S record go~s , a ~eut e in he serv · ce , 

occas·ona 1 as rongl.: s res ed eature an at o he times not 

A hundr d V ars • 6~, th gre~t 

.. ental ork cal e : 

)) 
eopold Zuz I ote a monu-

' 

in wh:ch e de-onstr~tes he unbro~en line o continui ' of the 

sermon·c tradition o: sermons in the Je,:sh s: nagog. I his da 

the r1s ian government interf~red .ith the int ~rnal 1 · of the 

J ff\ .:.sh communi t: and it d creed that t ere mUE be no c nges 

ade ·n :-h -Je· ·_sh ritu-·l, in the ritual o the - 1n go6 , in the 

service , a t'-1:...t nose .1on should be r ac n he vern~cular 

in he Ge .. 1an lan a e. 

The Pr rsian ve ~ nt • s , of c ::> s e , i c i ed o do 

tha thin b.. its e .. _t e""' e ~ ... th ox .. in: o.- J e ·s did not ·a t 

an ne - inno t · ons . In re)l) Zuz ~rote tis tremen o . " • epoc .al 

or- n .hie es ows t i. t as f· r .;.S .e can trace bac: int' e 

annc.l of .Jew~ s · stor~, t ere as a wa"s a er .on · n the 

vernacular , ... et 1e it v;a in rama.:c or ~ ni 

alw· "S t e S Oren ~ ord U lementin :nc pir- tion . 

0 

r ..- c in in Je;·s race , n ~ • b .1..r .... en s , e 

great rophPts . ut there ,·.as t i di~tinction . he 

alian 

:::.n • t. the 

rop ets 

ere not office s .. . . 
C' 0 .L +re s· n og or a e e n he • o ... c ... a. .., 

a·a not ..Jreach dur ' n te p e ·ors .;.ip . T ir ... r .:.:...c i • n occasi nal . 

h never t . r "het fe t oved t re C , b 0 up ether in 

: e et ace mi: or at horn . . ... e ever co,ll e peop e 1 · c en - .. ' 
.. e 0 

0 .:. 1 . e t u .. n .. r C ed e , 0 - God . It a lice a 
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1 · v· n Cl • . n bo om nd s o .. e 0 .1.l e e .... or C m 0 • 

t ' s t e r tot" e 0 t e pr C e n 8'" .1. • 

ol o.in t!:e Fi ... C" E.~i -, . )r C ....,_?'? beca e'tu_e of 

the ; P' . s ::;ervice on s '1 --nd re ..... 0 0 0 .,. s an 

ex.os . .on t'..e C e te· .s 0 ~ t'e "ble . lp ve , _or e 

e tor 0 - .. o ! Ez a on t a place .l. C nv cation 1 he 

eo le an he 1.ead t o . em + e To ah and 'OC e ed 0 ex .:.n to . I, ..... . 

t e n +q, · 1 i+ rue .ea. .inu . Th ·s be i ~ T 0 .,I,. 
u • 0 

'• se . on in connect·on . : t11 t .e serv.:. e , + + ·nter-e ~)OS on , .; e 

et ~ on, the ex,_Jlana ion 0 e Kib_e t con re 

B·, t eginnin he Corm on Er .J.. e s I..; on ·7, s 

.. .:.des J •...,ad . a o-" t '"':..b is es·a s e -ma' ers e· ... e u.lso 

"re c' e "' nd rtin fr • •~+ . 
X ..., . 

.. - ..... \J ..., t e t .:. es of 

t' e Common =ra , e .. e V s ..o olet · ca e 7 itera e 

Or.l)r "sin£ O 

n e;• .. l n .... • on er 1s o ect · ons c- r.onic te'"c' • gs 

h e . .:.th A da much 

0 it C st n , e or .. 0- ~e mo • 

I ·a le .l~ e:: , )re c .. in .a 0 1 ... . r ... rticu 

on t. n a n ev.-s . ave a record 0 ... 0 t· n in 

re· che ' ded ene ..... a+ .:.on ... t' ro .J.. 
c ;:>o' en or 0 l, • 

A t As Je .L.,as Eur in ... . on e r ... n z s () .. n pe , C l 

n essen .:.al >l ce . n -i- ce , h ervice s s lon . 
t' .. t ·t • d I - n le ve muc roo ... r "' .... e· hin a ermon . e 

ec n t..Ce t e a is . ere mo e . rt. er ed in a . ore . 

t. e 1 th an 1 th cent r en , e . ..: , he e e n 
.. eve __ -:, re er . ter t in .J.. g eat .... l, e e m 0 

C Ilb e ons :a rr.,rne t "'.1.e C e s , ·n 1 rorn.:.n ce 0 he 



T,:Tl· th + • _ Prise o 

into its own • n tri.c SJ nagog . ••e are accustomed t, th i..n --. f' i_Jeac ers 

as ea1 and inco. set._ uentic 1 _.)eo _le , ID'.) e or less irrelevant ?er sons 

who repeat certai n hackneyed truisms. 

The e have b en epochs in his tor ~·here prec1 c ers domineted 

their generat.;ons and molded the institutions of their da . There 

w' ere .,eriods in the ~ :.~ t 1r: of r most e c ~ c0untr) -..,.1:e ·~e oft-times 

➔ P c: 0 1rrr , ord in he 
- L. c- ... f',... .i ed ., crm .1 ed erds , b., 

no ili t ~ ' ., the -ri v::. l egRd , 'I;<' ere n•orde oter ~rte 11. · t 

guided .1-

~pt [S _fade~s oft eir pe e . 

I mer. ione 1--e o O t, ,e na es o:' pe o_J e durinf:, tl e 

~Y.en : o i t: ·n o:f: t e L:th cer:tur., n&..rres _P"e C.1.: ... rriin , Ae dore 

, rxe , eecJer Ere e o es ~ ou 

ce,n J rre • 1.e of .. en -;. .. o r..o ded oo .. u = 

their :;,_ . 

u • it of ttis coun-':.r: nd ,., .1-_ er countries v Ao -- re C'ti 1 vitLl Eoci 1 

voices .; r L 

a d . 
• .1.lC ... co ..... m 

and lec.dership~ 

c ur:.r., 

iti e xk 

t:'U.: c.;, J. 

'J.ld e t 

.... : .; l ds of !' en an o n 
u 

e poorer 1f or t e5r prcc c ing 



... re· c 1in neve"' ec _ se Pac· in 

ead ~rec t 0 mo e rn .o e ev t e d a 

wo_s' ip. To a t Pst of .... goo r ~c.ie. is n t et er m n r· ire 

his pr6aC' in0 b t hether men praise Gcxl. In or da~ and in our 

temples and s nagogs, the ·e i.. tl:e d nger of preach: rig crm,ding 

out v,or~'1.i . any eople come to her the pre· cher ad no+ o 

ra~· . Thc.:.t is bad . It is r d for ore t n one 

to ra• 

& .. d 

.1. e ec nd 

• ~e cher hast 

cc gre 

e , or. p 

...., ..L; v ..... • As , 

tis 

r- u 1+ .. -- ..... ' C ... 

e. ci e. o... relig • .. ' .i. ,.e r: _ect .: r t e ..... 01 6 

r -, t -~ re 
, . 

e • • • :i 
- ..I.. 

t' e r ~ c1 er 0 t e ·ors' i .... r . 

i -4 m er . 0 ""S v e 

is .. e o .. e le ee'~ 0 co + l· on , -" 
\,; . VJ. 

~ 
S".) 

. · + r ~er C 
' 

... .i. r .., u 

0 :., n a o ,•.o • "e .... d ~ l. God c t uet 

.. ' •i .. ou OUT or ( e 

. $+e - , r). -;nd . + ir ~ I • or. .i er :r:.a ... 

~ TT e p G-- m ro 1 - ..J • • • • .1. . ' en 

C 1' n.:.c r · t . 
T' ent, ; .J. 

]. _.., m ' 
V!i tl. rption , 

., once a ,·e ,. 
0 r e~ a s J • n 1.e .. ,_;.., · rrer 

:::_.; ... c, ... _i T : • .... c r o· n c-o 

ner ... f verv~· life . Th 0 
. .. p rio o_ ., ., w e r..re 

.u. r d · , to ca c glim ~e f e thing und me ~1 

• 

e , 
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of life and de t. ' o_ rt r;d v· 1' • t 0 g 0 
,:] r.:_1 . n ., ' 

·e t· e ur so h. in [,_ e.1. .:.od o_ re .1.e i& , e O\! 

r ,. le to r re , e re b""e to s e ·r t · on 

r [,! ~r t ckg 0und o: tern · t., . Je 0 dri ~ deep 

of ce, of C -; 1 • J.. '-1...+ 0 C ii) 0 J.o ,.J • ... 

.. ur er n . 

~en Ol C e of tl s n oog d ,E. • nd C rch e··o d .... .. 

t LSe ul C' 1 r e iee r .. 
C r-tt ,. ~ creecr:ing f ; ... 1 ..... r C "'e , 

rat lir C' r f' , ,. nd -""'.--c-1~n es, .... . .:.n . '--' omo - r o_ or es , 

t curr,in d com C ·t: of e {' . 
.. '!.l Ci' ·or, c, + e J 

e ri valr~e,~ , 

- • de ·,o 2. • 

H · "' • J • t -r-e , • ~ .. in . :, q e t ~ 8" C , .I.. ., , 

a e _r .1. • o 
' 

e ·er t 

... d o iue t·b es . Here , ce r • E: : ' ort 

• d ~ t: £ , ~e "'e·d uer:_o 0..L _ -.. _ redv c 't ·· t r e i_ O 0 
0 

ete_n e: rt , r c , v· sio s .. ic,·. echo 

;e~ nin ·n ~uffe ng :nd ~r-tio so_ t e soil of man . 

s e ..... iod of ·o. .. i .e rr~a i& "E ce t -" C _!'"'C"":. ~ 

a~ e OUL ,.t to e , ace rce ~.:t 
~ ... G d . 

T .. fore an OU t not o_ J. e - '-

h" l::-~ t o .... ·or . e 0 g t ot to e so UC C nce_ne~ OU e 

r .:.t·ou~ i, 0 e • • ve .e rd e VIO r. 

C ' .,.,.. " 1 r yerc -1 .. re. e .. ee. ,.,.-+ ..,c: . V . 
com .. cio 1s_ .. - • he ic cf ... . ous peo_ e .. come Ou ... 

ch· rnre . 
er· i L' e I Th ir 0 es eir C , 
. ·e t em ills, ,\ s e r ve un u heir f, - . . 



lives v,ith h· t pie u::.--e o f'.1rious c'" n e "hich is ht1rmf'ul to hem. 

rou ave plen: of cnan~e -it~~ut . It ir hel ul t o a e 

one rie )er~o oted to thines ~h~c ar 0 c ange_efe , time ess , 

to ( uiet .)Wil the tern )o . T e verj act. that these pra-ers are old , 

IEan ancient , many of these )ra .... Ters the se -same ..... rayers ... ich 

-.·our ~ t ... er en enerc:. ions he ore them re eated - t ..... t ver., f3ct 

. is . stub . lizin 
' 

etirring , spiritua hing. You oin the ages 

as it ere . iou join comi.)an ,;ith &11 the gener~tions tefo ,--e 

., u w .en ~ :m utter t ose ame pr u re:rs ,;·: ... ic t 1e: uttered . 

After all is said and d ne , mJ riends, it isn't so much 

V hat t e pra re s say that is im::,or E.nt . is . at yc1 e~d 

out o~ them b&t i impo tant . I ovr t :t a lool.c b ck 

o my c ildhoo na see the figure o sooeone ver: derr to 

:ho v-. ould sit in he tril ie;ht o .he b :d ... e 

ebrev r'sclms. ~ -:nev t ... .'.:..t most of the meanin of those P~&. m 

i the a cient Hebrev v· ere not 1,:no m o hat devou 'ors i er and 

• et as s e read 1 em and as t e. ea s rr:.oved o m her chee s , I 

kne.- tat ;orld TTas moving ecause s e was ouring t. e • :or d of 

her S{ ul i to thoae Psc.1111 • It is co m ion. t is giv nd 

Pra er i mer a andmark tha. points the ·a· to 

unkno J .nd undiscovered continents . ome OW i e . ave los t e art 

o: pra;,,in en it i a great loss . 

o , I n ' t • n1c 
' 

ID"' ., riends , t rabhis or Li i~ ers 0 

to s 0 :,rel..c in T de ' t ho. t eir ~to Din. --t wor • ..... . . 

~b 

. ul e er-. hc:.s:.ze . o thi - th t.e aua it- oft eir p e~c i £ 
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c.. • t to e o_ t , 
C r ac.l- ,. to C' imul e re· t on . .... . 

t of 0 .... e . re. C: 
... co ,..e , () e gre r .... , 

Pr_ .... c d . . ,. 
Th ct E 0 no ro ., or., . er., • ' 

ha ... to re ch at < £'Le e er" e. s r:od ver~ .. 
ee. re r les of et er e s somr 

to be ajd , u m~K ' rt:,r..:_-' e ~or a C r ne rrer e--r 
.,., he .... '"' :. s ers OU h t r n - ... • -

.l-
T , d c\ e er . 1;.· t is 0' i 1e ..; d IJ • . 

C • i r te · t of "'t c:erv . Ccl<"' .. 'h +n_ j t e J r 

.... ~ n on 1 e g, t m u on morn 6 • 

Do t , 
'e e r .; d ~c c, ar- . ..: c ·r--r • . ons e 

0~ I~ , -i g m n €.J.. , . LJ. C .l "- e e ... s .. e t .. 

(,~ it out e . ~r t dem 0 4" . im e C ter t t e s 

eti e.., 0 [' s - ge er .... + io J,; ., • 

e .. .... re ~r. . 
C" i f "nd voic s 0 ut er .I. ...... u , .... 

· t and nen 0 lit en ·o it . T e .. c ar ( ill oi .. e t v:..1icec- i t'-·e ... 

ror d t a ... e ki g rue L, on . 

T e gre t odel ra . , d . . . ter 0 co1r.e er-· n ., 

+ et ' is " d . .. ._ v ro . pr C , e C .e eo e rcia , 

II r th ord 0 Go ' to t_e rich r. 
.. "- oor ·nd e r , l, .. 

nd t e ~am 1. A re·t c .. e .; C"' one 0 mo e C: re f ter '-' 

t le roo . .. et ,ho ... td.nd,. rd e c~ n , 0 co c-e ever ope ore. c 

t , om or e ' C • lo d lift up /OUr oic ike . tr pet .. , 
eel' e un ·o eo - their s ns 'n tr n rec-c- i ons . " ., . .... 

Ar- on , ,.. .e , ill e en to C: ak h t ord to the · r e er on ... 

her ·i 1 uen i +en 0 .:.t nd 0 ch . 1 r ri . no ... 

nd re re C lling. 



n1ng Torment of 
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EATMENT FREE 

out with tiny blisters which ooze a 
sticky, itehinK scabt\ 1 Or do dry I. C. Hutzell Dn111l1 I 

? Or does your akin thicken. crack open, itch and burn ? 
ing torment interf re with vou1· work. keep you awak 
mi rable? 

m and addre. El • o l can mail YOU l4 'Rt:E nd po r,aid. 
y known Ovelmo Treatment which hA 11, bronght I ttpr 11 of 
ver 60,000 users. I wan vou iu t. to t rv thi s treatment
at· my only ar ument. 
r 1g bu11ine!;S for 2fi vear!I. I erved 4 vear a mem r 
of Pliormocy and 5 y ars aR Pre iden ot the Retail Drng
_verybody in Fort Wayne know me and kno !l 11bou he 
mo Treatment , If you seek r.-lief from itching, burning 

ld know about it. Send coupon below and try it-FREE. 
CUT AND MAIL Tftll" '' Yu- ■- ■---n-n-

Druggist, Dept. 5943, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
postpaid, a sample packase o! 1our Ovelmo Treatment. ... 
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D ru nk e nn ess 
Is a Disease! 

This FREE Booklet 
Explains Facts 
That Every Per
son Should Know 

HERE i a treali e written on th di -
ea~e of inehriety and it cure, written 

e pecially for the Keeley In titute. It is 
ba ed on 57 yeac' experience, embracing 
the treatment of more than 400,000 pa
tient . including men and women from all 
walk of if~ 

It t l ou '"wh y" th medical profes-
ion recogn iz drun kennes a a dL ea c;c: 

I hatfamou m dicalauthori ie ayabout 
thed·sea eofdrunkenne s . . . a 11d "hou·" 
drunkennes can be cured. The booklet i 
kee, and mailed in a plain en elope. Write 
at once for your copy. NOW I 

"There are no Keeley Institute, in the 
Sta te of Ohio.•· 

Addrtss R. S. Nelson, St cretary 

-~~n,,~1~1■ 
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"'l'tre' subject of this orning was suggested b 

a'ftllllelll!!fl~:\;,- rt:=FWIII~ ~ctor of the 1'rini ty Church a report made by 

of Ne~ York City in which he suggested that a preaching holiday 

be instituted - a m.ar.atar.i.um. be ,.chin for a ear 
/I 

m&I'9 if desira ie. The r8ase>n for his suggestion as 

given bJ him is as follows: 

11 
•• ;·my cannot a Lhri "'t.:.an be perr1i tted to go to church 

to worship without al,a's beir.~ • ssailed by a b~rrage from the 

pulpit? ,The!'e is practicall- no ~re ..... ching ,.. orth e name to be 
found . ~rankly , a morate>ri n ··:ould be b. 

0
odsend ~enrtily hailed 

on both c- ides by the Pll..!...i?i t arid the _JeY;r •• •• 

For the most pe..rt se:-:!:ons tod:::i.: a.re a very poor 
ed·tion of 'topical ' hm:iiletics , a brand o :-eligious ?ep-ta lAS 
sai ing forth for a trans:.tor: ~O.tJul:.:i rit w-,der the guise of being 

inspirational . Tr u1~· the ::ni~ 1. le o:' t'1c c.r ch is the pa tience 

oi.' the laity ..• 

_..People should sp n' r;'1en they ha• c o:nething to sa r • 

. ay we pra .- to be delivered r o. a " '110·~ 9 P"' hing c·~m!')aigns 
calculated to arouse a benu::1bed and harras~ed ,eople who h ' ve been 

p_eached to death . Bi Lop 1 s c as~des , L .ite p ~aching mi. ~ions , 

cit - wide drives, the i. ?Ort·tion o noted o.ators -- hese ~re 
s mples of the inflictions t:1: t idvert • se t .. e ir ovm delinc:u 0 .cy ." 

ow, while thes e co~~ents 

r 
apply to the ministers of 

f 

oiai11a11..,,.C ristian churc.es , by impli~ation 

the also appl.. to Rabbis in s nn6og s nd te:.1;,l es . This COi:'.!Ilent of 

this eminent cler g:·ma.n c r ~at ed considerable co~ ent and as ~ou 

ma .. • expect, controve:-sv . 

The Institute of Public Opinion ·:,hie. i s a nati onal 

organ · zation hich pools the sentimoifv of t:.e Amer ican :)eoole 1ms - - ) 

int0r e"ted in r ·nd · ng out :-:~ctl .. -·h3.t th ,., 1 it:, uot1 1.i hought 

aboat ,rec chi g . It c& va~ :e. one h dred t~ousa.nd □en and o-en/ 
s 1,1oJ\~' 

church members and non-~e:n -t the e be 

a holi a from preachi g or a certain length of t l e. 

I 

"""' 

" 
vote, 

-
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strangely enough was 87% opposed t.o such a holiday and 13% in favor o:· i -: . To 

a pr acher and a c lergyr.'an this is ra-:,h ·r cor..fortinc; . 

I have been hearing nuch cri ti ciE-::, e.bm . .."c scr;nons anc.. _ rcachin...:. :e c:.~ l ' -·"' . 
They are all too long, too dall, too '~ac:-:.ie:;ed or t oo scholarly, vOO r;;. __.H c:1l 

or too old- fasnioned, too sensa"tional, too ~ot or too cold . C1e eXT,ec-r,cd a 

larger ne 0 ative vote . But t1is 'Ote is rat~er conforting . 
f..flD 

It is interesting, ..- ; n -cr .. i~~m2.._ect~on_ t o . ote t-hat the rector t· .c :.:ajo1~::.. t.y 

OJ. those who voted for this :r.:orn.tori ur.1 are ,:1embers o the Episcopalic.:: ChUYch . 

T:1eir position re lects the a vti ude o' "C::e :ii£h Church t owards the sey.-:. ce ,. .c. 

place of the sermon in the service. As t:ie rector clearly points out, th.er~ 

are two cieJ.ini te attitudes -r,m,.:.rds t: e se1-:..o:-1, one held by tl e r .. ore o::-· hoc.~.x, 

ano1;her by the less orthoc.ox . One loo.-:s U:?On the service as sacra.r.cntal, a 

f or :ial ritual of prayers and cerer:10::iials w~crein the serrr.on is i .ciclcm:al, 

and occ~sionali ·With, pther Protesta..."1.t dcr.. .. .; nations the religious service L, 

,...._ 1·op11et1· c, 1· nsp"'rat"'on
1
' lane.., didac : 1· c . Th • • 1 d 1 ' .., • .J.. .J.. ~ .1. e sernon is integra an :..oca c.!lc. 

the ritual is toned dovm . 

That same distinction r:.:ay be :::ound in ::-::oc' ern times bet vee. rc.:on1 Judaic.:-: . 

In ort odox worship, the ser.r.:on is i ncid ntal. The orthodox r abbis have a 

rather good tir.1e of it . They are called ,por.. t o preach two or three ·Ci r.es a 

\,. ,, 
year . Tne orthodox rabbi tradition.ally i_.,"' • :.o preach on the Sabba~h oe..:.'ore 

Passover - the Great Sabbath, on the Sabbath between r~ ew Year ' s and the Day 

of Atonement. - the Sabba~h of Repentanc e c:..nc. on the Eve of Kol I:idre . T..'1.e 

rest of the year he did not have t o preach . In the Reform synagogu preachin.; 

occupies the focal point in the service . It is interesting to note that -Tith 
. U' :, /l';r f. 
r • J 

every ,, .. : • :it spiritual reror::-13.tion the spol-::en word comes into pro .. nincnce. Prec.c:i -

ing had languished in the C'nristi ecu .... ch prior t o the Protes t an ReforJ::acion . 

Tl e Reformation suddenly _ejected a galax or' remarkable and power'ul preac· e~n , 

' expounders of the spo ~en word - Luther, Zwingli , Calvin, Y.nox . That was al o 
R . r., 

true of the Jewish Reform ~ove~ent . For a tir.1e previous preaching had languished. 

"' 

.. . . 
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The Reform movement suddenly found. rr,en of the 1..'in~ed word, Abrahar11 Gci;2r, 1 d.o:: .... :: 

Jellin.:.k, Sai-:-iuel Holdheim, Davi Einhorn - r.12n ~11ho stirred Jewish li e -co ts 

depths and follmnng their exar:iple, tht! s rrron has become an essentia- feab..:.:!.·c 

of the service in our congregations. 

When a religion has something vital to ""8.Y it ·will find voices to say it 

and it •will find men to listen to those voices. 1,!hen a religion oecor.::.cs old 

and set and weary, and somewhat irrelevant to life, it will shelter and rest 

i tse <, in ritual formalisrn and :poetic re-::-i.i.niscence ( like all forms of 

poll tical orthodOX'.f) and even its occasional :9reaching will be distinguished 

for its manner and style rather than for its substance and vitality. 

It is interesting that in the synagogue the sermon has always been, as far 

as record goes, a feature in the se!'Vice, occasionally a strongly stTessed 

feature:;at other times not so eDphasized, but always there . 

A hundred years ago, Leopold Zmz wrote a monumental work called : _ 

in which he demonstrate£,\ the unbroken continuity of the sermonic tradition. 

In his day the Prussian governn:ent interfered w..:.th the internal life of tb.e 

Je·..ri.sb cor.:r:1unity by decreeing that -:-here □ust be o chan6 es nade in the 

ritual o ·"' the synagogue and that no serrr..on iT2.g::t be preached in the Gerr:1an 

language . i:::he Prussian 6over::'.1lr.ent had been incited to do this by an ext:-e::.c 

orthodox wing of Jews ·who did not ·war..t any innovations . In reply Zunz i;vrote 

his epochal work. He proved that as far as we can trace back in the annals of 

our history there always had been a sermon in the vernacular. - - the spoken 

UY. 
word supplementa:i- inspiration . 

Preachin~ began with the prophets. But t:1ere was this distinction . T-lc 

p~ophe~s were not officers or o_ficials of the Tcmule and they did not preach 

during Temple worship. Tneir preaching ·wo.s occasional. Whenever the prophc--c 

could get peo:9le to listen to him in the ,_arket :place or at home, he go~ up 
✓ 

a.nd preached the word of God . It was lice a living fire in his bosom and he s-::)o]·e 

the word as it crone to set ti.1c to e - the heroic model for all futur2 



• r. 7ollo-:-Tin..:> tne First .;:.Xile, prea.chinr; becc:;;:c a ea ... ure o~ -che ,..c_ r:..ce 
exl)osi t.ion O.l. ... t 1e sacred -cexc: ~c-<i on Sab· e. ... l ~nd on .:.~oli c...~y::. 

tells hm1 Ezra sULE:1one all -r;' c people .. _,o a .,:.1l~ce O.;,. convoc.s.-c:..c!l l.:.m: rec. -c:> 
then "tne Torah and proceeded to explain to theTa in detail its true ri,;:r.nl:r.~ . 
:y th bee;i ing o"' tne Co.::..1on :::::ra -ci.1c ... c1·~.on was •widespread . 
.Ra' bis bes ides beinG la:w-::·"a ers were also :9- cache_ s . We have a vast 
ho:---icpletical literature, the I:ic.rash, 1-1-.ich r..e2.r:s the interprc-cation a:r.d. 
expla a-cion d.ating from the .._'irst six or c:. ~.._,_ t centuries o~ ... t e Cor.:..,.on Era . 
'rhc mal.rr.ud itself is filled with 1 c:;ada wuch of i-'-:. cast in the forr:i o: ... s ,":!r!"':or;s . 
In t. e 1•lic.dle Age.:, , preaching ·,ms PO?Ulc:L r,a.:-::-ticularly among the S:;>a..."'li::n er: 

··le have a reco::-d o_· out sta::idir..u p:;,,~eachers ,.;ho taugl:t 2.:: : .. 1it:.~::l 
e.::nera tions througn the spo··e~1 v.'ord . 

L the first :9lace, the Pi:y: ... ·~i.. .. 
r."~c.e the service so long that i c did not lea,. e ~ .uc:i room for 
In -che second place the ra bis rerc ... ore int res l, • in law 
e ren 

in -che 17t a_d ~8th centuries, a c:e~~er interest in ~he se~~on 
bega::i to develop . 

So:::.1e of tne lar.'.;e a.'1c. :::·a:.,01.:..::; congrcga tio_ s had pcr:r.2.:-,ent 
preac.ers , and the prominence o~ the ~a~~d roce . 

:9rcachin0 car~e a.gain into its own ir. tnc ::nr,a,'.:;0-.;-Ue . 

He are accus'tomed -cothink o_ preachers as '-.'Cak and inconsequencial ::;eopl~, 
more or less irrelevant :person..:, \.h10 repea·c c _ tain hackneyed. truisms. Yet t. ere 
h~ve been e:9ochs where preachers do~ ·na'tcd their generations and molaed th~ 
institutions or their day. 

~!!ere wer~ :9eriods in the history of alr.:os" e ·ery 
co-..m r 1nere -che spolren word in the pul:pi -c .:::·aic rr.onarchs tre!Jble and nooili ty 
~U.a.Ke . There -1ere ti es ,;1hen mrds s:po {en in tne pulpit were li ·e tl unC:.erbol tc, 
crashir..g through the ranks of opprc:rnion, :9ri vilcge a.."'ld wickedness. 
were ~des and leaders to their gcncra-cions . 
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Tnink o_ the influence riell .. eri .. in ot O',m country by men o_., ·c .. " t,1?c o · 
• I 

?a:=-ker, .:?hi lipps B ooks a.'1d. !fo r-J i/ard ~eec: _er. ....;. ,. 
.1 nd the e a1·c preacl:e1·~ tooay in tne C'nristian and Je •-ris .. pulpi"ts o" :.his country who .r;.re vita=-. 'o:.➔ct.:s -Or civi ricntousness 

truste-".. JUidcs ·co r.:.;y•~in.u::; o_ men and wor.;en corr..r.u:ni ties 1muld be the poorer wi thot t their li:::;ht and leadership . 
Preaching should never eclipse ·wo:. ship . 

rr.ore devout ,1orsnip. Tne test ol 
cooc. p:➔cachinc is not whether :men 1-Til 

Grea-c preachinc shoul~ i~s~ire 

p_aice the pr~c.cner but whether r.:en will p_ ise God. . 
Tc:-:.plcs there is the danger thct preachin.:3 :ss.y cro-,,d out worship . 

In our day anct in our 

co~e ~o near ~he preacher 
T:.~a c is baa. . It is bad _··or .o ... e one r ... ason . In the first place :not evcriJ :p:. .._<>er.er has that great Bi ·-c o1' inspirins oratory. 

His words riay no~ draw h s co rer;ation . 
T'nen .en do not cc:re at all . In the second place, wor.:.:.i is one o ~ the supre:::i exerci"cs of relie;ion . 

Ir ne lected it a· ropr.ies -ch ~~u~·o 
'Yne se:rmon is -;mat the preacher say::; to the wors~ipper . 1•.rorship is -,hat the 

lif'e o an indi ·ic.nal. 

worsr.ip:per says to nis C-od . It is ti1e ncar~c 's co. ~::union with the Di vine . ~- e 
period OJ.., worship is the one period in the wee.: ..i:·or spiri "tual conter:plation, .l. o:· reverent; con·ce:)'!plation, for spiritual ou-crcachi.nG • 

God. do s not need our l;orship . 
God can get along ~~~hou~ 

our pr aye_ s. 
God existed. bel'ore rt.ar/d:1d ca::1e 0:.1 ~nis eart . 

God \Ti 11 eJ:i ct 
long arter .ln.nkind disappears 

Oi1 -che ec:.rt;.'.l. 
Tr.. ou:;'1 warship, ,-hen it is not r.:ech.anical - ·wi.1en it is with int-n"t, active O.:!d 

do no-c favor Godoy ~orship . 

T 

absorbed, a man is able -co rec a:rge his spiritual lir'e which runs do ·m in t .e 
prosaic nu.rnd.! ·,, business of everyday life. In ,.,,orsh:.p we are ole, .•y frie els, -co catch a glimpse o th --~ 

"ar.1 :i-caI ,_ des~iny, life and cieatn, wor1,h and vani-cy, good and evil. 
We ::.-ecapture t.he iTicler perspect· ve, t; e lari;e outlook. 

Our li1 e is der ined asainst a Dac!c r01.1.Yid ot· eternity. We drinl,. d~ p o •., patience and peace a-rid hu.--:-.i li t;y. 
Beyond. t e '.i1e ple walls a e screcc •• in~ siren , ra t;Jing ca'l'"ls, lasnin..., auto.mobiles 

the 
• ( I • 

··•• 1 t 1 )1 

I I 
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riv2.lry, the bit1:.erness, the strs.in and tensio!1..., of a ran-r.'.ac.e ·7orld. ..e:-.... , 

ther is cace and g_uie1:., trancl_u:.li'.::../, a sc:1c0 o, . .' 'tir:elessness. 

--:-o .::.'.lrl·ct q_uotations al. tir:1e ta.bles . ... 
- _ ,..Ju 

ternal nca:::- c, 

,. 
. , . 

.. ..., 
C. 4 ~ 

visions which echo ... the lo:q;i::::--; and yea_ninc and su.frering and. a.::;pira-:io~.v 

of t c soul of rean . Here is a period. of ,-mrs::ip ,-..;:1en a r. an is face ~o _~&cc 

wiT;h hi r.:iself , as e oucht to be: a. d •,,itn his God. 

·we should not lightly t hrust aside t~ e h bi.., o: ·worship . It ..:. s no-: 

God ..,rho needs it . We ougnt not to be so r.mcn concerned about the repetir.ious 

q_uali ty of -c. e service . 

r::cn ancl ,mr.:en cor.1plain •:all tt se p:::-ayers a!'c repea--ced -,eek a·<>ter week." These 

eople nconsciously have becor.-,e the vi c'.::.i::2s o.? ~tat ..:'urious cravin; a:.:'c,e_ 

·'lat rnarks our age . 'E1.:;ir ::ovics, 

give them new fa.2s n . t:.e· have bound up their lives 

w"ith a pattern o-:: furious c· 1aY1gc w' ic:1 is r..ar:..!_ul ~o t!'ler.:i . You ave pler.-ty 

o c.1a.nge witt.out . You need a _it'tle -'-ha-c ::..s cr.an6eless -co q_uiet dou: t:.c t-::.,1O. 
\\/~t.J.... 

A fixed !'or.: of prayer is lil:e a wcll-lovec la::d-n:ark points the ·way.. Ic , N oi ~ 

is not what the prayers sa)r 't::at is ir.-1portant bu~ ma0 they r. ake your ,1ear ~ 

r.i:"1e v<2ry fact that these :9 e.~•~::-s a e ol --, r:c1 y of these prayers "'cne seL -sa"':'~ 

pruvcrs which your i'atr..e 2.n"' c;ener.-: tions 1:e_·o:·e: t~e:·.1 repeated - that ver1 !.'c.c:"c 

is a s~abilizing, stir_in~, s:9ir.:. tual ·chine. ;:ou ~ o.:. n "Ghe a~es as i "'G .,ere . 

You join co!:i:9any wi 'th all t e sene:.__ ~ions be..:o e 'OU wh n you utter tnosc 

• sc12-:1e prayers ·v:1ich they ut-cerc-=t . 

.. tJS ~r all is said anc. do .e, ny i'ricr:c.s, it isn 1 t so much wha-c ·che p::-a~rc::._-c• 

se.y that is i1.:9orta.nt . It is , .. at you read i:ico then -chat is i .pm:.·tant . I '-

is tr.e juice t.hat you squeeze 0111:. ol ·v c:r.1 thav is important . I know! :i. I 

can look bacA to rcy child..~ood a~d s e the ~igu=e of som one ve y dear -co ~e 

who would sit in the twilight uf the Sabbath Day and read the Hebrew PsaLrns . 
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I :::n.e 1 that nost of the mcani:i._:: .of thor,e Pval."7! !3 i:::i. the ancient Heb.,_ et: .. ..:: c n.:,t 

ui.own ~o that devout uorGhip ~ ana. yet B.., s nc rc3.d he;n and ec t . t r s .. ")'IC 

a.m:n ner cheeks, I knew that a,-orld wa.c ; O' inc oece.usc she ---.,as ::;:iour.i. r c : he 
vo::::-ld o her so 1 i nto those Pcalns . 

-..J-• J. '-' -

1:0, I do not think, r.:y riencis, \,hat .~c:.hb:.s or Ministers ought. ·co :;to~., 

I do not thi .l,: -che:t a .• er:c. ~o p!".:s.ch:.!'lg will help ~en to _ et r 1: 
to uorshi:p . 

to worship as well as -co 2. li_'e o:.:· service ~::1 0. z..:;_,ira·c.ion . .. 
clrc::.wback . P::::-ec:..chi::1:; s:!:"'.ould be l -... s routine and perrunc~ory . 

r.:2. es ine·,.:. table a ce_ tain e.I:Ou:t"lt o:· Y.:e' .:;er :e..,~· in the serr,;.on . 

r..inisters pre;;:c:1 & le:::s they wo--1::!. p cc.ch b'::!t-tcr. Bue the!1 the la:,, .. "an -:nt:s:., 
culci' ate -cnc r..abi -c o ' attenoi:r..g cli vine 1-10rc1-:.i :_1 r:en ·chere is no ce __ ::on . 

Tnc lay·.12.n can help t.te :!:):~cacher r e::-'.a.in "crue to th cb. s::;ic trz.ai tio!2 ~: c_· 

·che pulpit . The :)Ulpi t s:.011lcl 
not be calleci upon to cater to -c .e oversJci:-,.ulat ed ap:pe-ci tes of our a-:e l'or t. e 
novel ar.~ the sensational. 

Whcne7er relic;ion is vi -cal, i;; iii 11 T ir:d ·,oices to utter it ana. ::,1en to 

T'nere are s--ill great voicc.J in t.he world toc.ay s:::,eaki:r.; (,:1c 

r..essac:;e o· • -crue reli0ion. 

1·_ e 
is t, e -orou .~-:. - ... preacher, the La.l'l ,;-1.ao cru::.e to his -c~or,le 

'"t:• -- - .... 
• t.:c .... 

to -·-·. e ri en and '1 

wise and th\: 11nlettcred, a:t d s id, 11/j the wm:c. Oi Goel 11 • 

he poo ~ 
!- .j ' 

A grea~ pi~ 

one wilo r.iodels himself a:fter the prophet whose standard he can, of com·c , never 
hop to reach to who:n the word ca..>:1 11 C elo d, li1t up your voice like a tr...::": e t 
and c.eclare un-.:o ~ people thei sins ana. their t ansq;ressions . 11 
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I i 
As l o~e as there wil_ ~o ..,heir ,;e::ic:::·[:. ,ior: 

e ::·.- n t o lister.. to i ~c a nd. ~,::..~:-.:c:.c~in..., 1Till ::c::-:ain a no ole end re•r re.: cr.l .1 .... . 




