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TH ' JE· TO JE iJS 

1\n I .a.ginar:-, Colloq 11t The Time of The Christ1 as e~son 

By 
'abbi Abba i l lel Silver 

At 
The 1 em ,. le 

On 
unda, .ornint , eceCTber 20 , 196 



"0 a.n of mine m\!n eople, alone 
hmong these alien ones can :no thJ fEce, 
I ·iho have felt the ."inrhi:> o:' th~ rqce .. .. 
Burn in me , s I sit whE:re t : e intone 
Th praises -- those . ho, striving to ma·-ce <nown 
A God for sacrifice, have. i~sed t e 5race 
Of th- sweet human meaning in its ~lace, 
Thou w--io art of our blood-bond and our o-,•;n. 11 

11 Are ve not sharers of thy passion? Ye, 
Ins irit-anguish closel b th· side 
·re h0~~e drained the bitter cup, and , tortured, _elt 
,it~ thee the bruising of each heaV) "elt. 
~very land is our Gethsemane. 
A thousand times have we been crucified . " 

This moving sonnet of Florence Frank called "The Jew to Jesus" 

is not inappropriate for this ~eason of t he )ear when t½e on~Tewish 

world begins the celebration of the nativit of its Founder . A Je• 

comes into this season of the year not ,, i thout unmingled e ot Lons for 

Jewish exJerience in the last 2,000 ears has been insep~rabl· inter

twined .ith the tor~ of Christianit. The Jew has lived much of the 

time in Christian lands and his historr is the stor 1 of the attitude 

of the Christian ·orld and nis existence in his midst . To this poet, 

the thought which seems to be ·'.) ~ermost is the similari t v in the fate . . " 

·hich overtook the Founder of Chr~ stiani t 1 , Jesus, and the fate nhich 

over-too his race - the Je ish race . 

"Are ·~e not sharers of t h ?a<::sion? Yea, 
In s.irit-anguish closel b: th~ side 
'•e have drained the bitter cup , and, tortured, felt 
v,ith thee the br:.1ising of each heav ·elt . 
Everr lan is our Gethfemane . 
J:.. t h 11.1Sand times have ·-:e been crucified . " 

And tk.--t, of course, i too too tragic llT true . ur 

peo?le in the l ast two mi~lennia h ve also been forced to take the 

"via dolorosa", the sorro ful road of persecution , of misunder tanding, 



of hatred, of suffering and ::mr "via dolorosa" h--s not Jet e ded . The 

·r,hole ace of Isr~e1 because of its v · sion ecame in the langu~ge of the 

__JrJ_?het Isaiah the "man of so r ow" nd ~;hole generations of our peoiJle 

~gonized u~on the cro s of .ersec~ti~n. Upon the head J~ t he ~an . o 

beca:ne the ,.la::ter of the Christian ·mrld thej placed a crmm of thorns 

and u_?on his race t::e clm:n cao of humilia ion and t he • ellov, badge of 

shame. True it is that Israel h .s been t ~e risen eo~le of an 

i TTimemorial crucifixion . 

To us this ~eason of the Jear suggests another similarity -

th - similari t of def eat . qo".", tragically both 1ristiani t v and Jud aism 

have failed to redeem the world , to regener te llian~ind, to build the 

'<ind of a v orld v e hoped to build . 

If a Jew ,ere to meet Jesus on the Christ~as Eve of 

1936 , he -Juld greet hi~, 01 course. ith the old Je~ ·sh greeting: 

"shalom, Shalom Alechem" - Pe- ce be Dnto ~ ou l - t '1e onl: greeting t hat 

Jesus :mew, the ancient greeting of ancient Israel . And soon they 

would both be startled to realize hot, strange tha t greeting sounded in 

the world of 1~56 . 

The Jew w0uld remind Jesus that according to the sacred 

legend among his disciples and follo1ers, the Heavenl~ Host on the 

night of his n tivit sang "Glor;;- to God in t ne highest, peace on 

earth, good- fil l tov·ard men" . And t 1e Je ould as , no th· t ineteen 

centuries have rolled b and your follo1er have groin from ~ humble 

little compan- into tens and hundreds of millions , and have mastered 

t~e whole "est ~rn orld , here is this peace on earth? where is the good

ill among en? 
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1.ou \rill have d fficult:,, the J ew would E!' :, t :) his brother 

Joshua - Jo v.ill have great difficult in walking across the 

f ace of ~urope because of the nUIJber of 6r aves ~nd hero ·s u. on 

ro s of crosses of vhris tians, millions of them, who <illed 

themselves in hate and fur in the last orld ,ar. 

Are ou on our ;·;a -, _)erhaps, on Christmas .!!:,ve in 19~6 , 

to iuadrid ain, brot'1er Jesus? There will :, ou finn n,J He venl 

Hosts chanting t he h mns of ?eace. From the ski es t here will be 

raining down flaming de~4th, bombs to :ill men, women and chilc~ en. 

•'.:>U ill see an old Ghrist i an cit ,ti th numerous n,agni icent 

churches turn to shambles, where brother Christin is sla ing brot er 

Christian and here they ill invoke o rr n me e en a s t he;y drive 

bayonets into each other's bodies. Some wi l l sa t he - kill to 

save our religion. Is t h~t ~our r eligion, rother Jos ua? 

Or, )er haps you are on :ur wa;/ to rtome, t his Christ .ms 

~ve, 1936 here there is the most magnificent church i n Christendom, 

which is the seat of t he head of done of t he greatest Chr ~stian 

churches1 There y u will find a people celebrating, t ~is ear, 

the consciousless, ruthless conquests of destruct ion of another 

Christi an race, ~here one of ~our churches was established mo e 

than a century ago - Ethi opia - and they ··ill celebra te this bloody 

con~uest and the fact that the defi ed t he whole v1orld and von. 

fan of peace and w.an of sorrows, are ~ou on Jour a~ to 

ome? 

Or, pe aps, ou a eon ~our wa., to B· rlin this Christmas 

Eve of 1956? Th re ou ill hear the bells tolling and in nume ous 
churches 'OU will hear -our storu told - t e stor of ho ou ere 
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born in Bethelehem in Judea of a Je ish father and a Je ish mother 

and they ill hair our birth and hail. ou as the leader of mankind 

who s ,.ved the v orld . They v;il l chant paens of praise a. d hallelujah. 

But, rother Josh a, if :, ou ··ere born toda r , in oerlin, instead 

of Dethelehem where so man churches exist, ~ou would be a 

marked and a branded child, forever an alien amon ~ these Jeople . 

ou ·ill be regarded as a member ~fa worthless race. i ou , ould 

be born under a flag hich carried not the symbol of our cross, 

but a crooked cross - the swastika - which is the symbol of 

hryan racial purity and superiorit, the s~bol of the impurit and 

degradation of the emetic race of which ou and I are children . 

brother Joshua, ~ou love chil~ren . ou said man✓ beautiful things 

about children: "Suffer little children, and forbid them not to come 

unto me , for of s ·1ch is the · T ingdo11 of .ueaven" . B t in Ber _in, 

brother J oc•hua, they do not suffer little chil·.: :"en t come in 

jo · to their rightful patrimon . ur Jewish child en are 

hur ned as lepers, segregated, isol ted, humiliated . 

Y~u used to love t o preach, r other Jesus , in Jewish 

s nagogs. You v. ere elcomed . The ill not l .::. t ou r each in 

Christian-usrmany toda) for JU are a Je . The don't like 

Jews even hen the turn Christian . 

ou remember ho · our follo~ers ere ?ersecuted, ho our 

disciples and faithful ones 1 et with the hatred and the contempt 

of the eople , ho1 the v e charged, the early Christians, 

with being enemies of the early Empire ho the • ~e charged ith 

practicing ever· conceivable abomination and violation, ever-· virtue 

in the name of God? ~emember the charges which were made ·gainst 
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our followers, many of which were crucified at stake, that the 

killed children and drank their blood in rights of iniation, ho1 

the., ?erformed shameful incestrous orgies in ,erformance of 

their religion? Do )OU remember Julian who c arged them ·th being 
o the Empire 

a sect of _~anatics and how all Chr~stians I, =: re deprived of all 

their ;rofessions . They v1ere forbidden to hold office, o 

teach. hey were forbidden em llo"ment in St te, Army, rovinces. 

nd, brother Joshua , -our follouers, centuries later, said the 

self-same things and did self-same acts against : our people . 

And, toda , ,, ,ur race is being accused, as our follm·1ers 

were, as conspirators against the st~te. You destroyed Rome , 

they said. 0 e ruined err:iany they ay and the same mea ures 

are being enacted against our people to ~ay as ~ere enacted against 

your follo~ers centuries ago. Hov little the world has changed, 

Brother Joshua, in all these centuriest 

In 1936, brother Jesus, the:, really don't ::no v,ha t 

to do v1ith the Jews. The;, can't forego Jour greatness . The 

world h~s acclaimed you. l ou have been so much a ~~rt of the 

histor~ of the •estern world and )et the· WJuld rathe ~ that )OU 

were born in Jottsdam t han in Bethlehem. The;> • uld rather 

have had it that ou were born the offspring of some f russian 

corporal than of a Jew in Gallillee . They dun't know \hat to do 

~ ~th our teac iing , ~rother Joshua . The world has hailed ~ou as 

a gentle ·-·r • cher v. !lo loved peace and forgi vene s. Yet in 
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Berlin todaJ and in many other countries of the world these are not the 

virtues extolled . • hey adore the iron fist . It is force they love . 

'l'hey despise the pacifist . They love to hate . The- \',ant a God who 

can thunder lmd make their enemies oualce . Somehow, Brother Joshua , 

:ou don ' t fit int J their alhalla . No , in Berlin , on Christmas l:?Z:6 , 

~ ou will hear no Heavenl 'iosts pr ;c..aching 11 reace on Earth t 11 You are 

a pacifist . In Palestine , in the ancient da~s , they did not persecute 

you because you were a pacifist . But in German.,.,. , Jou would be sent 

t o the concentr ation camp and the iron heel would be dug into; our 

face . 

There r-Ias &. humble and ge"Otle disciple who lived in German 

b the ame of 1.,arl van Ossietzk:r , one of the true faithful ones . And 

the) took im and ~laced him into the torture chambers of one of their 

co centre tion camps and kept him there until he wa s vwrn down to the 

brink of death , a broken frame and t ~ey they left him to spend the 

r est of his life on the bed of suffering , f cinr death . 

But that is how the: treat pacifists in t his day . The- Fant v·ar . They 

starve their eople so as to have more provender for tbeir guns . 

They have rejected the Jews - men o_ oeace . 

Do you remember how you w rned _')eopl e c_gainst the abuses 

and dangers of v ealth, a~ainst layin~ up troa.s res u_;Jon earth ; ho;. you 

warned pea.le that ·ou cannot ser ve God and at the same time and ho 

ou t old them hm~: a rich man shall ha rdl: enter in the r i gdom of God? 

You had dream , v,e had a dream of a )erfect societ"· that 

will be ushed in bJ God , 1 •. en pret>· rin • ther.iselves b meeme s , 

and r ighteousness and purit) and y0u said "Thec-e peo_.ile wsre the ble sed 
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onec:- . 1 d rou .... c;..id , le ed ' :-e t he poor - not he s rong. , not tne 

might:, not the rulers of the eF rth - but he~e . 

this dream n· eteer- centuri later? velj v he r e tie a ~e v.orE"hir, ir.g 

.. annon , ever . . he e t hey &re rel in5 on orce . Ever: he~ e t . e,r despic:-e 

the wear • .uvery here they age vn~r to c oncu -r ~. rd to 10:-Ees • ·nenever 

t he p::.or rise t o der .. and ·ustice - t:1e r.;_c' ~ 1.d he .eight:, se &.b~ ut 

to destr t r. em . 

1heJ h ve rejected )Ou , Brother Joshua , in t r e Christ· an 

r orld . alien , ory'-let n 0· T 
. ho t h nor ut ... E' is -OU re an a 

·,;orse, a rophet honored ' ut not lie, ened to . 

ro 1, in t his collo u~ ' on t 18 rocd t if' hristJT1a c:- Eve , 

l e: 26 ~,·h.-: t ·ould Jesus ans\;.er? ,h, t ·.o ld e r • ? ,e v,1Juld .... . : OU 
~ L ' 

I •. c... ., C • .. , 
~re right , nrother . o. h· t t road h een long a nd hard , 

harder b) :ar th2t the ro&d I once trcveled to Golgo -ha, a~ hard s tte 

road ··hicl-J. ou !.a. e traveled throug. tl"ese lon6 v.ec::r· centurief . Often 

r.ave _ had o drinK the vin egar mingled vr:. th fall as : 0 11 h"ve, o 
not 

Brother Jochua . I ~nm thr .. t/all who )rophesied in m name o' e· ed 

m, :ord . I know tha t "not ever.,. one th .. t s&iti-J. wito me, __.ord , ...aord , 

shall enter i to the iingdom." 

I had a dream of [i world wiftl) regener ated , of a blessed 

nev world. I ~reclaimed that ~&ith . I summoned ~en to regenerate 

in order to r e- enter m 'r onderful ne. kingdom of God . I ra iled . 

But have · ou , m· rother , have ) OU succeeded'? .1::m, too , h d a. dream, 

the dre· m v:e sha r ed - the dre m of Isaia~ J e emiah and 'icc1h , of 

gr e't Te chers , of those \hose ~ode read i n t he sJnagog - the 

dre:m of the "comin da ,hen the earth hall be full oft e m ledge 

of uvd ,he men s r.a:!.l beat t eir s":ords into .. lo ~sh res , c.nd the· r 
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and the r spears into pruning- hooks . " But hat of ·our dre , 0 

.urother of m k)eople? lire the Je :s tcrla all God- earing, all e ce

loving . .nre t ' rn~• free from intole .cance and hate and :)ride? Are t ey 

free from ex~~1loitation and t he ,; ors' ip of -~annon? 11.re the:, unhapp 

becc:.1uc:e of he ,ron· s of man~ing or beccJu~e o their wrongs? Are the 1 

all see·{ing the ~ingdom? 

And hat woulr the J e. answer? You are right , YiJ 'rother 

Joshua . -etoo nare not l ived up to our vision . And perh~ps the ~orld ' ~ 

reder.1ption nas so fa been retarfed beceluse neither y )ur follo ;ers 

norm _peopl,e have had the courage to confeE's their f t ilure, the 

courage to be honest :ith themeelves . either Christi nit: nor 

Judaism has been ec1.s~ . : Gtrd as heer the road for both of us . .vl 

road begi s 3500 }ears ago .ith ~ r ~ham ad~ ur road br anched off 

fifteen centuries later . But both our roads a~e onlJ at the beginnin . 

Our v;or k in t!le world is still to be done and hat .e both need , 

rother J oshua, is some new and fait h f ul disciples , men ·•·ho ,ill be 

fraid neither of hat e , nor ~isunders+anding , nor persec tion , nor 

death , no torture , men t •.) hom f i h ,ill be n exalt2tion , a 

consecratio~ , a r ising con ina Jassion . .;:, i th s11ch disciples our 

dream ·ould cone uer t:1e iJ or ld . 

ou uttered some gre• t truths to )Our fe f llo.rers in 

Judea . hose ~·ew - o chose to follo • ou "fea ed n t '1em hich 

'{illed t e bod -, but are not abl e to i ll the soul" and ~ ou arned 

them " e s ,. all, be hated of all n~en for name's sake ." And our 

proph8ts and our Jrophe tic forbe rs li~e i e o is·~ed t .. 0 fa L tnful 

Je•..;s "Tho e thc..t put all trust in God .ill ene their ·engt . The)' 

sha ll ount up ~ith ·ing gles . The · s h&ll run and not be 
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be v.a .. r • .J.~e·, shall ra2. ·: and not be fc int" . Tha t {in of follo· ers 

·rn need , br other Joshua , to ma .e our dream co!'!le true . 

h • ~, th · ~ . t ere are :ou going , t,'1.en , Jn .... 1s '-' .1..1.lS .. as ve, 19?6 , 

Brot:ier Joshua? nd the ans er r:ould be - I a::n not going to . a.gnificent 

c~thedrals to listen to the ?ealing of the organ , to see t 1e s_ lend·d 

robes of ~ri~stl· f·.mction8ries . I am not goi ng to sell ince1se . 

I am going t~-irough the byVIa s o the \ orld , even as once I , alked along 

t he shores o~ the ~ea o ~ Galilee seeking · fffi: si ple folk , fine ~onest 

:nen to help me build a c\.ingdom . 

So am. I , the J ev.- Y,0uld sa.,1 . I , too , am see ing suc11 brot:iers . 

Shalom - Pea ce be Jnt o •• u ~ . nd unto ., u , Brotrier . 
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THE JE~ Tu J ESUS 

.r1orence hiper r nk 

"' .;.an of nine own eople , alone 
Among thes e alien ones can Knm, thy ace , 

I r.ho ve felt the : ·nship of th· r ace 

Burn in me , as 

Th prai es 

sit ·: here the) intone. 

those ·;,ho , str iving to make knovm 

A God for s '" cr ifice , have mi ssed the grace 

Of th s~eet ~ meanin6 in its place , 

Thou who art of our blood-bond ... nd our o n. 

~re e not sharer~ of thy pa sion? ea, 

In s piri t-a.nguish closely b th • de 

le have drained t he bitter cup, and, tortured , elt 

~ith thee t he bruising o_ each heav ~elt • 

.!!iVery land is our Liethse .'1ane . 

A t housa d times ' ave .e been crucified . 
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THE JEW TO JESUS 

An Imaginar · Colloq., t The Time of The Christmas &eason 

By 
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"0 .fan of r ine own ople , I alone 
mon~ t , e al'en ones can ::no th, ce , 

I ho have felt the kin.hip o th) rF-ce 
Burn in e, s sit her t .. e.; intone 

praises - :1 e ho, s tr·· ving to .:.a a e nown 
A Go~ f or sucrifice, huve ~icsed J e race 
Of th sweet uman m anine i n it place , 
T' u ho art of our blood- bond d r o •" 

"re e not sharers o th passion? Yea , 
In spirit-an is closel b th cide 
We ha e drained the bitter c p, and , tortured , felt 
ith thee t he bruisin o a h e Vl elt. 
ver land is our Lethsemane . 

A thousand times have we been crucified . " 

Tb.is moving sonnet Jf Flor ence i-anK call d "Th J e to Jesus" 
11.., 

• s not J.IlB. propri te r t."'ris e· son o: t he }er len e no - J - ish 

world begi nc the celebration of t 1e nativit of its Founder . A J ew 

comes into t his eason o the 1ear not .ithout • ngl d .. ,otions for 

Jewish ex.erience ·n t he 1 t 2,000 l e rs h~e een inseparably inter

tined ith the .tor~ of Christianit~ . The J ew haa lived much of the 

time in Chri tin lands and his history i t he tor. of the attit de 

of t he Christi orld ad is existence in hi midst . To this poet , 

he t hought hich sees to e u permo tis t h s'milarit. in t he ate 

hich overtook the )und r of hri ti itl, Jesus, and 

over- too~ is ace - he Jew~sh race . 

"Are we not sharers of t y assion? a, 
In s~i it-an uist closel b th~ side . . 

e _ ate :hich 

e have drained the bitter cup , ar.d, tortured , felt 
ith the t e br isinrr of each heav . lt . 
ve l and is ur G th~em . 
t. s time have e een cru : fi •" 

And :t , of cour e, i too too tra ically rue . ur 

peopl e n the 1st to i ' lennia have also een forced o ta e the 

•via doloroeaw, the sorrowful road of p rsecution , o misunderctanding, 
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of hatred, of suffering and our "via doloroea" has not yet ended. The 

whole . ace of Isr·tel because of its v sion became in t he langua e of the 

prophet Isaiah t he "man of sorrow" and hole generations of our i)eo~le 

agonized uµon the cross of µersec·ition. Upon t he head of the man who 

became t he 4aster ;:,f t~e Chr· stia.n ._ orld they placed a crown of t horns 

and upon h a race t ~1e clown cap of humilia ion and t he .) ellow badge of 

shame. True it is that Israel has been t he risen )eople of an 

i mmemorial eruci i xion . 

To us this . eason of the .>ear suggests another similarity -

th similari t o_ def at. How t r agically both C}p•istiani t and Judaism 

have failed to redeem the world, to r egenerate lliankind, to build the 

kind of a world we hoped t c build. 

If a Jew were to meet Jesus on trie Christ as Eve of 

1936, he would greet him, o_ course, r.ith t e ol d Jewish greeting: 

"s" alom, Shalom Alechem" - Peace be Unto ou1 - t11e onl : greeting t hat 

Jesus knew, t he ancient greeting of ancient Israel. And soon they 

would both be startled to realize hoa s t range that greeting sounded 1n 

the •~rld of 1~56. 

The Jew WJuld r emind Jesus that according t o the snc">'"ed 

legend uong his disciples and f ollo ers, the . • eavenl Host on t he 

night of his nativity sa.ng "Glor · to God in t he highest, peace on 

earth, good-will toward men" . And t he Jew would as :, now t hat nineteen 

centuries have rolled by and your follower have grown from a umble 

little compan into tens and hundreds 0£ milli ons, and have mastered 

the whole est "' rn World, where is t his peace on earth? where ic, he good

will among men? 
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Jo hua -

face f 

ou ill ha e d ficult, he J, 

.ill ave gr at di fie t 

ould r, 

in • lkin , 

-, .. is brother 

c oss the 
rope becau e tle n r o gr· ves "ln 'e o s u on 

ro a of crotses of ~hris .:.ans , million., Jf them, . ho <illed 
themeelv sin at .nd fur in t e 1st .. 

ld . n r • 
A e ;', O l )n OU • r 

' . , e ps, on C ist, C 6 'Ve :.n 1 7" . vu, 
to drid p in, r er esus? h ~o ill ~u r·n Il"'\ H • :renl 
Hot ch tin 1e h .. ns ot . ce . t S i r ·11 e 
raining don laming d ath, bonbs to 'ill n, ome ·nc c 11 ~ en. 
y ·11 see an old t an ci '" h n erou ,a nific nt 
ch~rc es t rn to ·.amble , .h re brot an i la in rothi,r 
Chr stian nd hc~e t e ill invoke cu n even a t.e) drive 
ba onets into ac1 ot er's bodie. Some · 111 °a th ill to .. 
save j ur religion. Is tha ·cur religion, Lroth > Joshua? 

Or, er1aps ou are on • ur o 1·om , t is Chr" st ..... s 
Eve, 1956 he~e th re is the mot gnifice t chu ch n Christendom, 
hich is the seat oft e head of done of the great t Chr' tian 

churches? Th re 

the conaciou les, 

u will find eo l e c le rating, i .1 r, 
thl sa con ; sts of destr~c ion of no hr 

Christian race, h,re one o churches ae est 1 sad o e 
than a centur a o - Et ·opia - and t.e ill celebrate this bloody 
c n ueet and the fact th t 1 • defi t he ·hole ·o ld d on . 

an of peace and .an of so:rowb , r ou on . r to 
me? 

Or, pe haps, 

Eve of 19156? re • 

churches ,o 111 hea 

u are on - ur a to B rlin this Cbri tmaa 

ill hear the bells tolling and inn erous 
ur story told - e story of how ou ere 
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born in ethele ,em in J ae o: v _ : s f n. he _· nd Je. : sh other 

ana t .e ill hair ·or birth and 1 il o ns t h le·dor of' r- nkind 

h s ~ved the orld. e ;ill chant paen o ~ praise allelujah. 

But, other Jos a, if ju .~re born to "' i.· n J , . lin, in~ ead 

of et el hem '1r:3 re so . urches e :1st, . o 1 111 uld be a 

marked and a an ed c11il , for v... an a.li n .on, .., se _>eu,i,>le. 

u ~ill be re ed as :n'3mb r .Jf a wo t :tless . a !e . . o,, ·, ould 

be born unde a fla whic: carri_d not 1 bol o . lP" s a, 

but a crooked cros - the s astika wh:ch i t·1e ~. - b 1 of 

r an racial purlt and supe iorit , t h bol of t· e ~ r. 1rit and 
I 

·egradation o the Se. etic .l ace of .. ich ) U an I are c'.il .-en. 

rother Joshua, ., OU love -..hil ~-en. 0 id an bea tifJ.l t ings 

abut childr en: "S fer little child en, and forbid them not t o come 

unto e, f o of 1ch is the ingdo oi l eaven". t ·n r lin, 

3rother Jo ua, t he do not suffer little chil 1 en t come in 

jo t o their rightful patrimon. Jur J . i . chil en a~e 

hui ned as lepers, se regated, • sol ted, rumiliated. 

You used to l ove t Jr ach, ot er Je u, n few'sh 

synago s. _ ou l? e .elcomed. The •• 11 not 1 . 'J )r ch in 

Christian- r any todu for ., a ea Je. The don't like 

Jews even hen t he turn hristian. 

ou remember o • w ur follo er ere ?-rsecu~ed, h .our 

disciples and faithful ones i et 1th the h tred and t he contempt 

of the eople, ho the ~ e charged, the arl Christiane, 

with being enemies of t he arl ·~pire how t he e ~e charged i th 

practicing ever con ei vable bomination and v ... ola i on, ever. • virtue 

in t he name or God? Remember t he charges which were made gainst 
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our ollo ro, 0 C l _r ·ucif : e + t .. .. , l 

kill.d arid I" i n r . of .;n•a.: n, h 
t e -ro ed tr :.,u~ 0 .e fo . n e ot 
t eir n? D ., ') 1 mb • Juliai1 

wf1 I.I l eing 
0 a s r a ics 1 _ Ch . +· 

o"' 11 
.,ia 

t,e r 

t aci . • Th , r _ rl id e. m s te 1 r .. , ~, rov·nces . 
And, 

self- a 

oth / osh a , . our follo ers, i:.- e U ·1:· ... , l .. er, he 
tr ng O d d d • ct 

d, od, l , : 11 .... ce 
s : ') follo 

were, as con~.ir t. E' • te. ome, 
t .. e , sai • ruin h .. n t e 
are bein enac ed i t ou ~eo le to - cs . o- e ct inst . our follower ce. ·ri s go . P.o: littl h old h S C an ed , 
rather J h , in 11 thes ce uriesl 

In 195 , rother Jes , he. r e 11 .. don't .T.i . t 
to do ith th . Je s. T can't u g eu tne~ • h 
orld h s eel i 1ed ~l • uh ve e. o much e. of he 

hist r) or t e t r o ld nd :, et t e w u1 at .. 
were bo in ot ~d n e hl • T. e r .... t er 
ave had i t OU e orn t h in of . i 

cor o .... al than o a J in Ga lillee. e n ft lCDOW • t t do 
w·th our te C ine, r'.)t r J sh • Tha orld as 'ail 0 8 
a gentle Te cher • o loved peace and for ivene s . et in 
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Berlin tod.a and in many other countries of the world these are not the 

virtues extolled. They adore t he iron fist. It is fo ce they love. 

'l'he despise t he pacifist. The love t o hate. The ant a God w~o 

can thunder ' nd make their enemies quake. Somehow, Brother Joshua, 

~ou don't fit into their Valhalla. No , in Berl in , on Christ as 1 56, 

., ou will hear no Heaven! Foats pr'-'aching "Peace on Earth1" You are 

a pacifist. In Palestine, in the ancient da~s, they did not persecute 

J ou because } ou were a acifist. But in German,; , . o 1 would be sent 

to t he concentration camp and the iron heel wo• 1 ld e dug nto our 

race. 

There was a humble and e"Qtle disciple ho lived in German 

bJ t he ame of ~arl von o·ssietzk , one or the true 1 thrul ones. And 

the took :1im and laced him into the tortur e chambers of one of their 

concentration camps and kept him the~e unti he war worn down t o the 

brink of death, a ro en f rame and t ~e~ they left him to s~· nd t he 

rest of his life on the bed or suffering, facin death. 

But that is how the~ treat pacifists in t his da. The ·ant ar. They 

starve their people so as to have more provender fort eir guns. 

They have rej ected t he Jews - men o~ pPace. 

Do you r emember how Jou warned ;)eople a ainst the abuses 

and dangers of wealth, against layin up tr~asures u on earthJ h w you 

warned eo le that ou cannot serve God. nd at t e same time and how 

you told t hem how a rich man s all hardl ... • ent r in t he "in do of God? 

You had a dream, e had a dre of · erfect societ that 

will be ushed in bl God, men preparin t he selves b meeme e, 

and righteousness and purit~ and you said" ese eo le Wvre the l lessed 
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onee. And :}OU aid, .tilessed are the poor - not the strong, not the 

mightl, ot the rulers of the earth - but these. iihrt h s ecome or 

tis dream nineteen centuries later? Eve~where they are worshiping 

an non, everyv;here the • are relying on r orce. Ever1 whe e they spise 

the W1aK. LJverJ'where they wage war to conquer d to .. ossess. Whenever 

the p or rise to demand justice - the rich ad the mighty set ab )ut 

to destrJy t ~em. 

They have rejected ou, Brother Joshua, in the Crist an 

orld. :ou ar an alien, a .. ro het n • wit out h nor l 1t hat is 

orse, a rophet honored but not listened to. 

Now, in this colloquJ, on t ie road t 1is Christmas tve, 

1956 1 what would Jess answer? t would he c •? He would ~ay, j OU 

are right, brother. I :eno that thy road has een long and hard, 

harder bJ far that th road I once traveled to Golgotha, shard aa the 

road which ou have traveled through t ese long ea centuries. Often 

Have had to drink the vinegar min led with all as ' O h~ve, o 
not 

Brother Joshua. I kno that/all who )rophe ·ed in m n e o e ed. 

m;, word. I know th t "not ever,,- one that saith unto me Lo d, Lo d, 

shall enter into the Kingdom." 

I had a dream of world wiftl re en rated, of a bl ssed 

ne world. I roclaimed that faith. I summoned men to regenerate 

in order to re-enter m onderful new kingdom of God . I failed. 

But have ou, my i)rother, have l ou succeeded? ~·ou, too, had a dream, 

the dre m we shared - the dream of Isai~\ Jeremia and , cah, of 

great Te chere, at those hose words I read in the Slnagog - the 

dre mot the "•omin da hen the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of God, hen men shall beat t eir swords into plo sh·res, and their 
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Ml.:i t!it1S I ,spears into pruning-hooks." But what of our dream, 0 

.urother of mJ· ;;Jeople? re the Jews toda. all Cod- e ring, all eace

loving. re t .e~ free from intole~ance and hate and pride? Are they 

free from exploit tion and the orship of ·nnnon? Are the unhappy 

because of the wrongs of manking or beoause of their wrongs? Aro they 

all seeking the ingdom? 

And what would the Je answer? ou are right, my brother 

Joshua. e too have not lived up to our vision. And perhaps t e or ld ' ·s 

redemption has so fur been retarfed bee use neither 1our followers 

nor ucy opl,e have had the courage to confe. e their f r ilures, the 

courage to be honest 1th t he~aelves. either Christianit~ nor 

Judaism has been easy. Hard has bee t he road for both of us. 

road begins 5500 years ago it..li r &.ham and ur road branched off 

fift en centuries 1 er. But both our roads a.e onl~ at the heginninfi. 

Our work in the world i still to be done and what e both need, 

Brother Joehua, is some ne and faithful disciples, men who will be 

afraid neither of .ate, nor misund&~s ~ding, nor persecution, nor 

death, nor torture, men.to ho~ faith will be an exaltation, a 

consecration, a rising cons1lllling assion. With s ch disciples our 

dream would conquer the world. 

ou utte ed some great truths toy ur few followers in 

Judea. Those f ew ~ou chose to follow · ou "feared not them which 

killed the body, but are not able to kill the soul" and ou warned 

them n e shal• be hated of all men form name's sake." And our 

prophets and your ?rophetic forbears likewise dmonished t ~"' fa thful 

Jews "Those that put all trust in God will enew their st ength. They 

shall aount up with wings like agles. The shall un and not be 
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be eury. Xhe shall wa • and not be faint". That .·ind of follo ers 

we need, Brother Joshua, to ma te our dream come true. 

Where ar J ou oing, t hen, on t his v~ris tmas 

Brot her Joshua? And t he answer ould be - I am not gin 

ve, 1.,56, 

t o gnificent 

cathedr als t o listen to t he pealing of t he organ, toe e t he S?lendid 

robes of priestl.; functionari es. I am not goin t o s :nell incense. 

I am going t hrough the bywa so t he world, even as once I walked along 

t he shores of t he Sea of Gali lee seeking a few simple f olk, f i ne 1onest 

men to help me build a ingdom. 

So am I, t e Jew would say . I, too, n seeking such brot h rs. 

Shalom - Peace be Unto you1 And unto :, _,u , Brother. 
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The Jew would say to his brother Joshu~ you will hav 
/\ 

reat difficulty in 

walkin~ across the face of Europe because of the number of graves and the rows of 

crosses of Christians, millions of them who killed each other in hate and fury in the 

last -lor d \Tar. 

~rother Jesus, are you on your way, pE~rhaps, this Christmas Eve, to Madrid, 

Spain? There you will find no Heavenly Hosts chanting the hymns of peace. From the 

skies f!aming de~th ain down, born s to kill men, women and children. 
_) 

You will see an old Christian cit~ with magnificent churches turned to ~hambles, where 

brother Christian is ~layin~ brother Chri,tian and here they will invoke your name 
_,/ 

even as they drive bayonets into each other's hodies. ~ome ay the , kill to save 

your reli~ion . Is that _,our reli~ion, "Arother Joshu8" 

(( nr perhaps 1ou are on vour way to ome thi~ rhri~tmas Eve, where there is 

the most ma~nificent church in hric;tendom, and th seat of one of the ~r atest Chris -

tian communions• You will find a people celehr 1 o Christmas hut the conscious, 

rut les conque~t and destruction of another Christ an race, and they ~ill celehrate 

this bloody conquest of Rthiopia and the fact that they oefied the whole world and won. 

( Man of peace and n of sorrows, are you on your way to ome? 

1 0r perhaps you are on vour way to erlin, this Christmas Ev? There you 

' will hear the bells tolling and in numerous churches you will hear your story told -
Nl 

the story of how you were born in P.ethlehem in Judea of a Jewish father and a Je\dsh 

mother . They will hail your birth and hail you a the leader of mankind who saved th 

world . They will chant praise and hallelujah• But rother Joshua , if you were born 

today in Rerlin, you would be a marked and branded child, forever an alien amon these 

people . You would be regarded as a member. of a wort less race . ou would e born 

under a flag which carrie not _our cross, but a crooked cross the 

swastika which is the s mhol of r 1an racial purity and superiority, th ynibo 1 of 

he impurity and degradation of the Semitic race of which you and I are children . 

"1'.'0the J , hua, you lov c ilnren. You ~at many tea tiful thing ahout childr n: 

uffer tkB little chil ren, and forbid them not to come un om , for of such i th 
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Kin~dom of Heav n.' ut in Perlin, ~rother Joshua, ! do not suffer little 

children to come in joy to their ri ,htful patrimony. ()ur Je ,ish children ar shunn d 

as leper~, segreg~ted, isolated, humiliated. 

ou used to love to preach, ~Yother Je~us, in the svnagoRues. Vou were 

~ elcomed. Christian ~er~any will not let you preach in church ors nagoguc, for you 

are a Jew. They do no like Jews, even when the turn Christian. rr po ye L~ 
A l",_!;cal l how •our follov.ers wer e persecuted, how your disciples and faithful 

ones met with the hatred and conte~pt of the people, how they were charPed, the 

early Christians, with beinP, enemies of the II pt-1 early Empire, how they were 

char~ed with practicin~ every conceivable abomination and vio ation, every vice, 

in the name of God? RemelJlber the char~es which were made against your followers, 
and drank some of whom were crucified at the stake, that they killed children their 

blood in rites of initiation, that they performed shameful orgies in performance of 
W' their relioion? T)o you reme er Julian) .. ho charged your followers with being a s ct 

how alljChristians of the Empire er eprived of their professions? 

They wer, forbidden to hold office, to teach; they weri forbidden employment in state, 

army .or province. ~ro her Joshua, your followers, centuri slater, say he self-sam 

thin~s and lay the self•same restriction against your people. Today •our rac is 

eiing accused, as your followers were, as conspirR ors against the state. ou des-

troyed ~ome, they said. ne ruined ~ermany, they say, and the same measures are being 

enacted against our people as were enacted ainst your followers centuries ago. How 

little the world has chan~ed, rather Joshua, in all hese centurie 

(frn 1<?36, Prather Je~us, ther reall do not i•now what to do with the Jews. he 

cannot your ~reatness. The world has acclaimed you. ou have been so much a 

part of the hi~tory of the e tern world) and yet thy would rather that you had been 

born at Pot dam. They would rather have had it that you were horn the off pring of 

~rus 5 ian corporal than of a Jew in ~alilee. some 

't,·they dolnot know what to do with your teaching, rother Joshua. Th world 

has hailed you as a gentle teacher who loved peace and forgiveness. Yet in Berlin to 
J 
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day and in man other countries of the world th se are not the virtues extolled. 

They adore the iron fist. It is force they love. They despi e the pacifist. They 

love to hate. 
r 

hey want a God ho can thunder an make the enemies quake. Somehow, 

~rother Joshua, you do not fit in o their Valhalla. o, in Berlin, on Christmas 1936, 

you will hear no Heavenly Hosts pr ~ching "Peace on .l'!arth!" You/were a pacifist. In 

Palestine, in the ancient day~they did 

~ut in Germany you would be qent to the 

not persecute you because you were a pacifist. 
concentration 

EBJIIIEIU~X■R camp and the iron heel would be 
/ 

dug into your face. Ther was a humble and entle disciple who lived in G naany, Carl 
I 

van Ossietzky, one of the true faithful ones. They took him and placed him iflt~..t=1~ 

tn.-j,...,_,,~- ch8. er camp; and kept him there until he was worn to the brink of death, a 

rokPn frame, and they left him to spend the rest of his life on ed of sufferin~. 

That is how t~ev treat pacifists. 'T' ry want war. Th - , starve their people so as to 

have provender for their guns. 'T' e_ have eject d the Jews - men of peace . 

t 
")o you rememher how vu warned peopl a ains tre ahuses and dangers of 

wealth, aRain~t la in~ up treasures upon earth; ho~ ou warned people that you cannot 

serve r,od and "1ammon at the same time and how ou tol them that a rich man shall 

harrlly ent r in the 'ingdom of God? 

ou had a dream, we had a dream, of a perfect ocicty that 

in by ~od, men preparing themselves by meekness and righteousness and purity and you 

said, '''These iftji,1e were the blessed ones.1• nd you said, ''Plessed are th poor - not 

~ strong, not the mighty, not th rulers of the earth - but these. hat has become 

of this dream nineteen centuries later? Everywhere they ar worshipping lanrron, every• 

where they are worshippin~ Mars. Kv rywhere they despise the weak. Everywhere they 

wage war to conquer and to pos ess. Jhenever th poor rise to demand ju tice, the rich 

and the mighty set about d s royin the~. 

f They have rejected you, rot er Joshua, in the Christian world. You are 

an alien, a prophet not without honor but what i worse , a proph t honored but not 

listened to. 

<:rw, in this colloquy, on the road thi C rt tmas Eve, 1936, what would 



• 

/ Jesus answer? What would h say? He would say, you are ri ht Brother. I know 

that thy road through these long weary centuries has been lon~ and hard, harder by 

far than the road I once traveled to ~ol8otha• Oft n have I had to drink the vinegar 

mingled with gall a~ you have. Oh, my 1rother, I know that not all who prophesied in 

my name oheyed my ~ord. I know that ~not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 

shall enter into the ¥ingdom.• 

11 1 had a dream of a world swiftly regenerated, of a hlessed new world. I 

roclaimed that f~ith. I summoned men to re~enerate in order to re-enter my wonderful 

new Kin~dom of ~od. failed. ut have you, my rather, succeeded' You too had a 

dream, the dream we shared, the dream 6f Isaiah, Jeremiah and ~icah, of ~rea t teachers, 

of those words I read in the syna~o ue; the dream of the "coming day when the earth 

shall be full of the knowledge of ~odt when "1men sah:11 beat their swords into plow

~hares, and their 



•••,•· •151112""'43"'6-pears into prun i 

otl:er of my ? eople? 

,. JI _.._..., . our dron.rn, 0 

lo ..:.n2 Are t ., e~• free fro□ i ntol e.:.a~co L~:! 1;otc v.r:d p::-ide? Aro t r ey 

l'J.hZ I lll~~7/ ? 
free fl'Om e;{ loit tion a.no. t>::) ·.·o:-c·.:l.? o_ .:.u :;e~ A:-c t he~- unhupp r 

because of t he wrongs of ma::i.'::.ir. o-r 

) 

:::-c t .1e .. ' 

~e0king t he Kingdo? 

And whnt rrou d th~ J cri anG·:.e:-? ( 'Iv.1 

Joshua, •·:e b o a e not 1.:x eu '.1. .. to o·J.::- vinio:i .. i. ferhaps t . e ·-:orld' s 
Sc fla. r 

rede~ption has sa Ce been r A"'lr..,.,,.,. 
.... t..,r_..., ) oLlr. follo7,·orn 

nor my poop,l.e 1ave h~d t::1e cour['._; &' • 1 .1. .1. [ll. ures, v 1e 

cour ee to e honest ,;( th t n ~-.zcl if ~ . l'e.:. t:'!c ... "' Cr.rtstiani t· nor 

.,.. G(il .... ; sass age itl 11 &Ji& JO&i I 

a "')-ass t 22 labus a ♦ bo '·.h o· .,.. .,..,,..-:c 'Cl 1 ::l:; at the hq:;i ni .., L .;. ..,.,..,,.. 
\..•- .,, 

Our r;ork in t!.e ,orld is st ' l ta e .. 
oa(:! (:ri_d \"·i~=~t bo h ne d, .e 

t< re .... 
Brother ,Joe. ·a i : ne1: 

. .,. r, 
l..i,._., ... 

&',--,. ....... a,: "CJ.• ~1C'><' 
.,&,,...... !"" -11,,.j , men w' ,o ·1ill be 

de~th, nor torture, men· t o . .'-.:c:·: f·it:1 -::·.:.1 ... ~c ~.:. cxn t,:.,. t i o : a 

co ::::ecr.:.. tion, a rising cons1r.1i:~g ~i t~ Sl c~ disciples our 

dre~ra ould co ~uer t he ~orld . 

ff 
You utt~ ed -rt:thE t o : ow:- .... c·. f ollo er'" in 

Judea. Those :err ) ou chose t o fc 1:, ... ; ou. " ._::-. ".:-d not t :. -;-hich 

killed t e bod , but are no·~ u, l~ to :::. 1 ch8 c J' nd you r.'.lrnc 

proph~ts a d your prophetic fo!' ~"'::-c • ':-:- ·i~c ~ d Jo::- i~hed t ~" f :. t hf· 

r . 

• ose that p t all tru.;.it .:.:i G,..,., ••• .: 11 "-~c . t .c.dr . tre ~th. "'hey 

s all o'J.Ilt up ·ith wigs lit- i~le~ . 



• • , 

be '" :1.he , shall 1a "'.. : 
') 

,_r. . nnt .:'l~.i.nt•. 

I3 J r rot:cr osh a? ~nd 

c thcd "Uls to list,zn to t .. ~ ; e:· l.:. g o:' •', 

ro' c of ~ .. iestl;; ftmctiomr:cn. I . 11, J ~o s~ell incense. 

cnco a ong 
the shores of tr.e Sea of C~1:lc3 

™en to help =e build a 

C~,c,Vin(T 
..,_\,;;, .. i., L., 




