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HEA 
RICllARD \V. TT I rn·1 pay orir.) 

1 ·offerim:. The nC'\, play. which is b::i.srd 0•1 the c_r_y_b_y_ t1_1 alrradv mc-n
\ tion rl Mercu tio of " a, pla~uc on bo h . our house :· comes ·1th con. 1de:r-

able force to th~ defens~ of th bclah:>red middle cla s in the warfar 
t:ct rcen capital and labor. Dcnouncm"" with almosL equn 1 \'C'h,.,mcncc 
hn iniquities and arrogance of bntll the big inctustrialis s and the on:rnn

ized wo1· ·er~. it proclaims that the ma ter of mdustral crisis can be solved 
only when the small storckcc>pcrs a1:d their like take things in hand :md 
dictate term.. To illustrate the pomt. the author tell. of a Jon"-sulTerina 
drug i t, the unhappy middleman in the c:ac:s \~ ar, who i. made the h ad 
of a Yigilantc ronp and proceeds to put both the arro~ant mill O\\ ncr and 
the radical strike leader in their place-. 

The tbesi, isn't argued with much perSHasiveness in "Tide Risinrr,'' 
but the viewpoint it~clf ha:, on firs thou~ht. a certain plea ·in"' quahty 
in it. After all .. n't there something in \\'ilat the author has to ·a.r? 
Ha in the midd!C' class been long-suffering enou 0 h and i n't the only 
way out from an increa. inn-ly intol rable sirnation ju, t such action from 
the .sw.all shopkeeper.? Unfortunately, we find on second thought. the 
thinn- isn·t as simple as that. It takes but the bnefe t glance at the 
careers of such benevolent repres ntatives of the m1cidl cla, s as Hit lcr 
l\l1d 1:usc:olini to sec lhat such cries are mcrelv the sal s talks of Fa.ci!-111 . 
It was by .1u.st. uch ple:_1s tha thP. GPJ'111a1 1 d It. lian dicta ors gnthrr,•· 
ogcther the mas suppor that made their jaunts to power possible. In 

such ad ·enture:- the middle class really iim·t the hero. I i, just the 
toog Anci ''Tid Ri~in~," with the best intentions in the world, is un-

wittmgl a Fascist play. 

,f S undeniable that the 1a; Rem hard; spec acle. "The Eternal ~ l i the most s 11pc1 dou that. the stage ha~ ever mana~ d. It. is ,•ast 
in conception and achieYcment; on: of it acl ie,·cs great pictorial 
beauty, and all of it, i3 imp1 ci;si\·e in its !';h<'('t' bulk. As a mere feat in 
theatrical rr. curcrf11lnc1=.-:; and ma. . s ag:n~. it is ovprn·helmmg- o the 
spectator, and there is no dcnvin~ that it, is one of the si~hts of . fan
hattan. Yet I r.annot help feeling that a an amest and eloquent 
protest against racial oppn~ssion i has one fatal defect. 1 lacks rlcfiancc. 
In lead of shoutin forth boldly its scorn for the per. rcutors of the Jews 
it has an unfortunate way of beating i s brcas and rvcn cringin~ a little. 
It is satisfied to take the m re fact of surnval a. victory enough and to 
accept persecution with a satisfaclion tha approaches smugne, s. I 
wanted it to c.et up rind fight back. 

In fact. , o insistent i • the mes.-aF,e of mecknes. that it i. not Jon be
fore the cynic, brilliantly pJa ·cd by Snm Jaffr, wl10 is the cosmic villain 
of th" spectacle, com s lo be the one heroic figure in the talc . At least 
he crier, out a~ainst the con1-tan• ace ptanec of crurlty and oppre~sion 
and denounces the racial mvsticirm that makes l"Uch accepl~ncc a ,•irtuc. 
There i much lo be said for the vahtl•' of meekness and rcs1"'nation, 
but i seem!; to me that there must be a limit o both of them. It i m • 
gue s, LOO. that the Jews who are fiirh in the cruelties of a?.i opprc~~ion 
ar performing a gr at r rvice for their race than thos who prodaim 
that such oppres. ion i mcrcl • another si n or Heaven· lov . ''Th 
Eternal Road" ould ha •e b n a housand times more tirring tf it did 
11ot seem to beloni to the latt r school. 
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