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FRir,I OF . ,.A . I 
Li coln - ' i1in on - Torn aine 

B 
Ra i Abbe.. Hillel e1·1v.r 

At 
The Temple 

On 
und· ~ morning, Febru~. 14 , 19 7 7 



There have been, IDJ friends , destroyers of mankind, 

tyrantc who ravaged the world and conouerors ~ho drenched the 

earth i the blood of men . The··e have been numb, rless Attilas 

a.nd Genghis Khans and Nanoleons . Thee b , ve been religious 

exploiters of mankind, men who h&ve SU)pressed reason, cast the 

race in darkness , in ignorance and in superstitution . There 

have been economic exploiters of 1 .an.kind whose luct for weal th 

and power led them to oppress mankind , needlessl: draininf their 

ver life blood for the sake of pnrsonal gain . 

The records of rr.ankind are all too abundanbly filled 

with the deeds of these enemies of mankind. But if ther e had 

been onl;y such ar d no others, mankind would still e in the 

midst of barb rim and life would be brutal, ugly , rne£n . 

Fortunately there have been many otherc in the soul of 

mankind, f riends , men who healed whee others wounded , built 

when others destroyed , enlightened, shared where others sought 

onl~ to expropriate . And oftimes thece friends of mankind 

performed their service of healin~ and building and service at 

the cost of great ?erson 1 sacrifice, at danger t o themselves 

and oft-times at the cot of their ver lives . Such men 

are truly the friends of humanity, "B'nai Elohiro 11 , Children 

of God . 

merica is this month celebrating the birthd·) sit 

doe ever., J' ear, of two such gre.: t friends of mankind . And 

thoughtful Americans will at this time also commemorLte the 

200th anniversary of a third, of ano her great man . I refer 

to Abraham Lincoln, George as ·ngton nd homas Paine. It 



is fortunt.l. te for our peopl th .... t the his tor. of our ceople be n 

ot s con uerors or destro ~ers ut w· ha ~roun of ideali~ts , 

liber~lifts men ho dre'med a gre~t dre~m of manKind . 
ton 

T~ o of these three \1ashing/ ... nd Paine lived t he v r 

dawn of . ,eric n h • s tor •. hich v a sin l • neou lJ the ne rea t 

da n of a ne, e och of vorld hi~ or . ~ nkind tur ed a snarp 

corner with the ~mericc:.n L.evolution . One c me to a clofle, 

another one be an . And the third o' " these three compl ted 

then.evolution 1hich <lS begun in 1776, hen h lier& ed he 

slaves . 

Of these three out tandin :icans and world atria s 

it is high~ interestin to incuire as o he·r reli ion . hh't 

did these men believe in1 -hat •• s eir &i h. All h e ~ere 

reliEious men tlou h not religious in anJ trictl orthodox 

sense . George 11asbington 1-1a... ot a co unicant of an) church . 

n orthodoY Chri~tic.n ould not reg rd c·m as a Chricti n at all . 

In the nurn rous corres ondence ~h·ch ha co1e do~n to us , in 

hi~ letters, there is never a mention for ex&mple, of Jesus . 

Nevertheless he as· dee 1 religio s rr.an , so dee 1 reli ou~, 

thdt he maint~i ed that the moral life of a man or o a nation 

must be grJunded t a~l times in relifion . 

In hi c- f re,· 1e 1 speech to the meric' n peo '1le OU ·ill 

recall he decl red : "Of all the dispo ition ad habits 'hich 

led to politic·l 1rosperit , religion nd orali ' are indi nens le 

up orts ; and let us ith caution indul e the sup~o ition th· t 
out 

mor lity c n be maint· ·ned ·-itlyreligion . tever ma be conceded 

to h influence of refi ed educ·tion in min~s of eculi r 



s ructuv-e, reason and eY erience both 1orbid uc: to exQec that 

na ional moralit· c£n rev&i.l in exclu ion of :::-eligious principle ." 

i□il&rl~, Abraham Lincoln , th· ~ her of Democrac-, 

the most beloved figure in Am3ric n hictorr too, ~as a deepl 

religious man hough not in an, orthodox cense . Abr ham Lincoln , 

as you well r~ow , ;as steeped in the Bible . It ·as one of 

the fe. b ks he had a\ailable in his outh . He read nd 

re-re~d it and his mind and coul became sa+urated with the 

S.Jiri tual outlook. ''hen ou re d his first inau ur 1 addrec:s , 

his second inaugural addre~~ or his Ge tysburgh Addre~s too 

you seem to he: r the echo ol.· t· e Old • e ta .. ent - the ·ords, 

the im· te , the phr& es, the accentf . 

One of the gre t biogra~hers sa of br&ham uincoln: 

"No importrnt ::nen in merican )Olitics since Thoms Jefferson 

and John Quincy dams had sJoken so c:tr angely , intimt tel 

and s~mpathetically o :noi roamings and findings in a Bible 

that was a ersonal comoanion and 
re 

spiritual/source . 11 

oon aft er Abr~ am ~incoln's deatr, ~on re s~an Deming , was 

called upon to deliver a memorial address beLore the legislature 

of Connecticut nd amont others thins he said th at he asked 

Lincoln one da r wh he refused to join a church· and incoln 

said unto h;_m: "I have never united m self 1tith an church 

because I have found di ficultJ in giving m as et ,lthout 

mental reservation to the long complicated statements of the 

Chri~tian doctrine h which characterize the articles of belief 

and confessions of faith . 'hen anJ church v:ill in cribe over 

its lt rs as it sole qualific~tion for ~emb rship the avior's 
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condensed st!te11ent of the sub"' nee of the 1 w ·nd the gosoel : 'Thou 

s alt love the Lord th God ~·. i th all 1 heart , ,.i th all th.,. soul and 

with all th· mind , rm th) neig bor a~ tr oo.f, r - th t church will I 

join . ·_ t' a .~l my he _ t nd v-i th all my soul . " ~h· t Abraham Lin-..oln 

is s2. ring he J. e is that he accepts the rel iaion of Juda· sm . 

Thom ... s faine was c1.lro a deepl" relia.:ous man ' lthough he has been 

c&lled b unthinKing )e )le , • n a he· t , an Ln ·'id el • n that no . 

homas i"le ha~ been, erha)s, the mo~t Haligned erson in Aneric·n 

hi.stor:, . heodore Roocevelt , in a moment of t n uehtlessne2s , S)0
1 e of 

him as "dirty little ·1tnei t . 11 

Thomas Paine ~r one oft e most _ nd influenti 1 writes 

o the .... m0rican Revol i n . ' ore than ·1ny ne lse he ham ioned the 

inea o the inde>endence of the m i.c·n colon·es - the com.lete 

separa tion of he colonies froM the mother C)untry . And it ·as ue 

to h • s re:iarkable book , oam· hlet , "Co. mon enRe" which ·as ri t en 

at the beginning of tne f .... tef,11 e· r 1776, a book tha t in a fe 

months reached a circ~lation of over one hundred th ~ucand hich , 

in a total 101ulation of two mill ion , eant th·it ever rone , re· ing 

or discussing th[t book . It ~as due o that po<Rerf call to 

American in e endent to ght , this boo< Common ens~ , th·t the 

strong movement for independence among the merican colonies started . 

The r e w ~ v ry little sentiment in be alf of a total break from 

ngland at the time . They resented t x tion ·itho t reoresent~tion . 

But ver fe • thou6ht of sepurating them elves or of e ting u .. a 

ne government . D rinf the t r Jin, er of the ar , it ·as Thomas 

Paine who encour ged the ~oldiers . He reminded t e men of his 

da . He said "The~e e the time wh • ch try en ' s o le" . It ·.as 
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at ne beginnin o one o~ hese amo lets th· the remin,ed the Jeoole 

t 1at "The qu .:ner soldi er n the s· nchine riot ···ill , in this er· sis , 

shrin~ ~rom the ervice of his countr 1
; b the t t 

the love and thank of men and ··,o en . 11 

ands it no· , der er·Je<:'.' 

Thomas Jaine .as t e trong , clofe ~r~end of ,as inrr t n , of 

Jefferson , o r·n~lin . nd he w&s not an in_idel . He ~ snot an 

a t:ieist . He believed in God . He believed in th e God-given soul of 

man . He believed in retr·bution . He believed in i mo~t li , of the 

soul an in theft re life . uch a man is not n athei('.'t or an 

infidel . He , lir.e o man 1 of the le ders mon 01r Found·n 

of this co try vmc deist . He believed n ·hat e cc:1.ll " a u 1 

_el· ..,ion" father than ~ n " evealed n.el:gi n . 11 Deism • as a phi-osophic 

The ce ral move~ent auite w:despread ·n tngland int el th cent 

thesis of this rel·g· n as tat belief in God ~s no pred·c ted upon 

1u.n . e l ief n reve ., t tion or a thori t.: but uµon eason inhe ent in 

God is e.::tablish 0 d an demanded b· the mind of "'tan . In each man 

· s im.lunt d an inner l "ght and t ht. inner light •hich' of od 

tells -nth· t thee is God and thot ~tis the d1t~ of man to 

serve t .at God ·nd t serve him t. r o h virtue and mo· 1 lie . 

And this light was reason vhose s ource is God h:ncelf . The~ is 

such a thing s f t1 e li~e . An nat reli ;on thcpe ~e·~ s believed , 

w· s the o igin 1 , t . e ·e reli ion of mankind and onl· l· ter on 

i t diverted b:, priests and ecclesi sticc . 

The source of moralit iq not a boo~ or a c~u ch but the 

car.science af m~n . . an , the efore doe not re i e fo r his 

rel ' gion a Bible . 1 ht man needs o do is to loo< out and 

ee t e cre·1 ion all roun him and. the cosmos of God . The rue 



Bible o man·ind is Gd' on ere· ti)n . 

Anci so , in .., challeng • n book hich h- o· rnned h.:.m now for 

• cent r r, c· lled 11
1i e of e~s0n 1 , Thom 

be l·ced in as er•dov ed w· t 1 

n one view , ·n t con em1l e e i e el 

ai. e •.r es : 11 Co d • .a 
0 

e DO",er ) vi i. n 'b 1101 

s r c ... 1 e he 

unive·se · to .a k t:e lliov_ ents o. the sev ral , 

their v· r) i~ a > e· ..inceE , th0 u e rinr order i ,~ ich hey revolve , 

even t o tne -emote□t com t · their con1ection ·n0 e endence 

nd to o~ t e .: s e~ o· luvs ertablished b. he r: or . • t O'e ns 

n re 2.· tes he' hole ; he ould then co c~·ve ~. r eon ·ht ·n: hur h 

C • n eac h'm the O er thr.. l do"" he ... ,:a ne'"'.'. , th.e mun · r · ce ce ~ , 1 ' "' ' ••• , ,_ - • -

of .L. e re'for . Be then s, t at 11 e :no ledcre ·n h::- s of l, 

science , and hat l he ec anica a ts .e ender" is 

sit ' 0 C0 ort ble e • re deri ed -r "'O'l CC ; 11 •. rind 

ex· l eo b:. the ~ cene d convinced b) .._he • ct WO .:.ncre · se in 

gr·ti£ de as it incre~sed .:.n rnovledge · h.'..e rel.:.pion or shi 

i ted • t. .. ..... .., in. rove .. ent a .an ; ··n.. em L.)~ 1 ent 

he fo ov ed t:- , . 
r.;..a C nee i:::m :i th the >ri.nc ~ ') e of the crertio , 

.... C everythi of a ric lture , 0 SC en e , • nd of t e mechanic·l 

arts h· ~ 
' 

.ould tea.er n ·m more 0 God d 0 the gr· t · t oe e o~e 0 m 

than an~ theo ogL ... • 1 hr~ ti:.. s e no .·rs . I 

Tno,. as - ain . . a ce t , on 0 t he 10C't e1o :J.ent moC't ' 

p•c,s~onate tn ... c1ool o ei t . e mot lri 1 · nt .ind , 

some o~ the m st outrta din Je-son~ o~ th 1 t. d t r~es 

no ..:.n t " c un r e. este n .. or .e 

bel • eved in 'n t 1r· 1 re i ion" r· ther t ·-n • n "r ve· ed 

homa . , . , too , • nd l ed .:.n bit e. • t • c s on he e ··i h 

vh • tian rlib es . H' "T e A e e· on ' • er· tic · m 
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o the ible . Thomas ine bo ro~s ~ oo deal rom t ro Je · sh 

sou_ es , ibn Ezra and opinoz . He sets out to prov e i le i 

not the or o. one thorlty , he rod· to revel· t · on , ~it hit 

roup o \ ·or' s , the or.< of en 1 i vin in 

ct· ferent ·eriods of tire , ai_ erent o tl O'S and h·loso)h·er . 

h re ~ e contradi ctions in he nible . The l..re fallac i es . mch f 

his criticism o the ible is ra her shallo . He was not re t 

scholar or a robust t in.lier . ~iuch o" th li terar • randeur und 

moral dep so. man• ortions or the Uible ceem co~ letel, to 

h·ve escaped nim . e a much in ent u · m 

oft .t, · le t he ort oY otion of , e 

Bible a~ the erf ect re e i in o~ God he r as ide 

so much ht.t should • ve c s d im o p "' e c d co +,en.pl e . 

He bitt rl • tacl • I red 

e 

the follo n sentence~ no becrure a rove of · but o . ► ec·u e 

i t reve 1 ' homas ~, ·ne ' attitu·e tote chu·ch . 

"J ... 11 the ms of r eli io h· eve1 .er invented 

there is on more dero tor o the n1 i ht , mo·e nedif~~ to 

mu .0 repu na t 
' 

nd mar con 1.1 rr0 • c or. n .1'- n 

thif t' i c lled Too ab"'urd 'or l'ef' too m 

o co v ce ad oo inco ri. e ·or re c ic 1 re der. he t 

tor. id or pro ·ucec 0 11, 'thei s C' a.TI funat · c, . s an en i of 

po 'er .. erve~ e p o. 0 de • ~ d e•nc of e· 1th 
' 

'v· rice o" ri .. C' . 
. 

f' r 000 of in 
' I, ' 

u <'Q 

e l e'd 0 not i h r e or h . ft r . II 
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le c • r ef' h hurch ,1i t 1 e in rec: o f'i ile for 

illi er cy o • m· id . .e • g 

of t1 Church o er t e 1· e o 

nor·nce e • w ·th 

e eo 1 . He ch· r h Church 

o oo ed .... cie ce C lSe i nted o eeo the in i or·. 

Heh d ver: Ji le good to s· abou J he i >le or Je 

0 "blic·l times . Neverthelef h. c. r r mon · ou"' (, . 

l· ces unjust criticism o he Old c erved to e 1re 

very ood pur oc e . It . hook the _ oun • i..onc:- o r· d. 

·n o t1odo·. ·nd c· .ed eo le o reccnv r h .:.r rel· iou'" 0 . 

v n h , . e o he ~hurch • nd o ' e n· o 1sed o 

on . ich th_ir rel"gious co vict.:.o f' vc~ 

And ·ith all th . trc s on O"'th do:x., Ofh' r, l i 18 ·., s 0 

intol r nt . "The , ill 0 J _mi,. ht .. II h re u_a e 

a·verri of op"nio r mo t e 0 • 

The oor "tirn 0 ·~· a u o r ir d n 1 r er ~ener 0 h • . . 
t , hiloc-op 

' 
of K·m 

' he heor.:. 0 &r r . .:.s riori 

a~ umot.i.o;..1::: 11 h· in man if i )1 ed m el 

perf cted rorr. ,he ver. eg ·nning , ellir m· n unf'~il" i<" 

tru r no . a if ri ht - h· t of cour~e , .• s ee d b he ., 

ro re C: of C e ce , d b t e l"ter t eorie of C ence . 

i
1everthelec-c i i wrong O C 11 a m· n like 1'homr • ine • Godlef 

·nd i r·ctel becau.e he he er .. rever e . T om·.. • .:.ne mu, • l • e 

be .n crovned •"th he cro~ o_ ex· lted rel.:. io por like e· 1en 

in r:is d·. or ,ince , Thomrc in chum ioned he ide le of ·u·tic , 

ibert broth rhood , ood ·ill a .o men . 
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He cham•)ioned he r f' t o m n to evol'.l i..')n . Dur · n~ the 

French evol t· n Thomas aine ·rote i tle rejoin er Cf lled 

the "night f .a.n" in ·hi h he c .amnioned e r "gh sop ID' as 

. ,, d rga n. ~ne or er , e right~ ov the ·n :vidunl -r • • i Il C 1 

government . P~ in~ r-h ed "· h • 11 the Faun j .:.n F: t e .. o Am • • c 

a ar fo •• t t t II oc1.· et.r 11 , he ·rote 1· n 1.-.·-. Olf rlf O rrore n~en • 'l ~· 

boo:< , " ic- o od'1ced b, 1 o l w ntc- un overnment e c-c- II , . . 
The sole functian of gov n.1 ent s to rotect '-' .- om O') e~rior , 

[Yi ve us ec tr:. t . .,. , rote ct our ro er • . 

Thomu.s ai ~ t-c ed the old in titutions of o~· 

and no:o_,__t as no m·n ever ":.nee . In 

of the Di· le cu ls u on t .e : ble P r ro .- ., ·hst n i ti n -

Thomas .a ne , .. C I o-rea ch i n ., he • + • 
e. c..nCl. : ulO 0 he 

sL ves . He deno ·ed the ~e le of hL ri• :' Por ~ ri "i.cincr .e 

slave .. . He c· lled "or an i !"'l.,edi e d ~C".co tinu· nee nd ren11nci!">ti.on 

of sl~ .... very . He ae',ed th~ t he coloYJ..:.st.._ f!. • ve e. avec .1.ree 

l·nd o ect•bl "sh settlemen fort' e~celvec- on he fron rs . 

Of courc-e , Thom· s faine as not 1 ·~tened to . The 'ram r s Jf 

the Conrti tion compro1.i ed ne rinci >l ~ o t1e Deel rrt · n 

of Inne ende ce . Int e D la r +.· on "A 1 rn n • e ere te e, al . 

Ho' ever the Co ~ti e lize clave . . Tho.: i::: a · ne 

vw igno_ed . he"r blood in 

a g:1 ... stl c • v • l v; r for t l. • . crime 01 he .m c n ·eo le , 

a~ne hud .:· rneci hem t.hre 0 -

o a cent v before . 

0 Thom, s ~r ·ne elon. t o • t r u o:' men ·, h 
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Abr~h·m L ' ncoln ~n eo ge .. shi..,1gt n ·horn e c n ri h 1~ c· 1 

d . is tha o eone 1 - r i + t;; 

three boo1 e 3 ent, rr a o . e eed 

. boo.' c· .. 1 d :) ... . n . rl e e''t 0. 

ense in thic- < need boo c·tlled fl fj1 ge ' m. e e . e .. 0 

e• C n II n a a e .. en the , +. te .... o rtron -nc_ o ch s non '.,p ·-
ind i vid1· 1 , en n h. ·n in , . 

.J..1 - a le r · g ts . e eed ai 1 . 

b:,o', c· LlP "R' e;h s of " to e see t "he c-0v·re nJ.. of ..... • 1.,, 

n an ODP r ~niz.· ti n o· an. ' l O ~i } . iJ 1-Ja s out 

ore .ho . .:..1 1 n e l ,., inci -

in~aire 

c ':! ) ~e d. n..., .. ic trut r- e , lly 

ce tea b i no ·ed - U 0 c;ce tin h C"e 

t1s ac t.e s v:_ , l civ · 1 · ' i 

c·v · Liz, +in is o e "O th hen .e , t1er ; i 1 come e H.:1 

0 ' u d ed • d 

if e rs~ o ~ho i' bin mun ::.nd ~.J..,.. re·,..on , i , 

comm n ~en"'e , Lts s·.n · vi .... ion ..... 
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