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Th0 _e is a beaut-ful and .. o oun ·J!'ci ·er foun in the • 

Booe of Proverbs :nth B:ble , attributed to Agur, son o Ja:~h: 

"G·ve e neither pov1~rt: no.1-"' r.:.ches 
Feed e ith ine allotted bread 
eft J. be full, ,tn 11 en nd s· ,, 1 .',ho is God? 
r lP-st I be poor, cLd ate l 

And prof ne the name of m G . 

This prt.. er e siici t u:: up the ttitu e of the 

authors of tha Bible to ards , 1th ~ n povert • They !eared both. 

UnliKe some t..~inkers f othe g c~t rel· on, th sne e o e 

Bible ne ~r ir.ade virtue of povert. In the ~ r_ · churc., ,:)U 

may recember, povert~, was oor.ed pon s , rel.:gious virt e. It 

as part of the gene alp actice of 

b0liovera of the ec~r 1~- Chri. .. ti c .. ch t .,;..:, • _"f rt ~ 1n ·!Jl 

to e~cape the ins n pitfall of this or . And in order to 

?re re them~ l es for ble sedne ~ o~ t~e ne rld - in th ecor1 one 

oft e ~avio~ - ·t ·as this ~~titud of ~sc ticism, of sc .ing from 

t~e world, of den ing on self all th . thing, in the rld hich 

ve rise, s )OU will rec ll, to 

uhose CP.n ral 

imitation of Je u ~nd i 

established the grett ranciscnn U 

colute po ert. 

e ol inc itut one of non s icis , 

, nd o~ d ·_-nee . Thu~, in 

ho er oor, t . Fr ~r.cis 

r h se centr 1 tenet as 

But e do not find a singl ~ord in rai 

the Bible any more th n • e find mo .1·er in Ju ai • 

o . m, rt .. in 

On ·he contr r~, 

t he authors of the B!blo kno a good eal bot the evilv ot po--rt~ 

and the degrad tion to hich poverty frequcntl} consigns t e human bein . 
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"For the ::-'1ko o! a piece of bread men ill. co"".r.tit crime". Tliey know 

the bitterness of the hea~ts of the ?OOr men and the ruffe:rtn.~ nd t e 

humili t ion to which they ZL e fre r; i.ientl:' sub,1 ected eca.use o" t eir 

poverty . "Even to his friends, a . oor an becomes hateful, .hi.le a 

rich man, bec<:+use of hie-: riches , has many friends." Tlie poor man 

ha~ to S?eak pleadingly, eseechingl·, ·hile the rich man, ec-u~e 

of his riches, frequentl:, can s-:,eak insole tly, impudently." The 

mere want, therefore, of the necessities of life, does not mu.ke a 

man spiritual . On the contrary, it fre'1uently ma·<es him envious, 

greed~, fills his hart i "th bitterness bee- us e of uns tisfied 

desi es of life. A poor man may be a bad ;n n just as arch man 

may be a good man. 

Nor do the uthors of the Bible enounce wealth as such. 

It is not ealth and r c. es w ich thB.,' denounce but their abuses . It 

is the evil employm1nt of possessions, r: the than the ?o~sess_ons 

themselves which are evil. To be rich, in the eyes of the a l1thor, 

ls not an evidenc~ of one•s ·wickodneFs. When he a thor of the 

Book of lienesis points out or exa .. ple, tliat A r !1am was very 

rich in cattle and silver and gold, he points th3t out, not as 

Abrahams sinful.lness but simply as of i mnt0rial well-being. 

When tie patriarch, Abraham, blesses his ton J cob e sa 'S to 

hims "May God give you of the a dew of heaven and of tha 

fat J laoes of the earth and much corn and ine". 

The authors of the Bible envisaged the bla eed t·m hen 

as a result of prevailin Justice in the ·orld, all men willtave 

enough of the good things of the earth. "You will all eat your 

bread without scarceness." The envisaged a day when "every man ill 
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live under his vine and fig-tree in his own eritage o, pa rimonJ and 

there will be none to make him afraid." 

VerJ definitel· the sages of our people wrote of an economy 

of C' bundance, not an economy of scarcity, but an econom~ which is 

within the reo.ch of mankind, which is r ~tarted or delayed by 

human greed and blindness and c·,..uelty. "And the floors sriall 

be full of corn and the vats shall overflow i th wine :ind with 

oil. 11 

Although they d ) not denounce • ea.1th and riches as such, 1:hat 

the do deprecate, these wise men of ancient Isr el whose wisdom has 

become the treasured Jossession of mankind, was t he hankering of 

men after more and more . They saw the dan~er~ o t e abusPs of 

wealth. They counselled men, teaching th ,ise em?loyment and 

stewardship of wealth. The stressed the solemn res oonslbilitJ of ea.1th . 

T:1e nr·e unsparing in their denunciation of greed, that 

unsati,• ted th.:rst, appetite for increased ;>osse sions, for things ich 

ground out every nobler interest in life and ,h ch disre ards evBry 

moral scruple in its ?iraoy . 

Story after story is told in the Bible to illus rte 

the evils wrought b the unsatisf ing greed of h an-bein • 

Thus , the story of Achan, the son of , in the Book of 

Joshua - the booty taken in war was devoted to the Lord and made 

it taooo to all people . It as holy, dedicated to the Lord. But 

Achan was greedy and his greed led to disaster to hi people nd 

to the members in his household. He saw among the booty "a goodly 

mantle and 200 shekels of silver, a wedge of gold and he coveted 

t hem." He stole them and hid them in his tent • ..,_****** 

he eafter t he Lord punished the oeo le of Isr el becau e of this act 
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of desecration and I rr el suffered a major efea 

t , the stor~ d Achan•s .ousehold as punished 

valle: in hich chan and his household we.·e 

as the "valle o trouble". 

n t le, acco~ding 

i th death. Ar the 

ied c me to e 'mown 

Greed is the greatest troubling~. ctor in t h~ life or 

individuals and it attacks not onl humble men nd common men 

like Achan? son of , but it attacks e .. ually, l{ings ho 

have enough of the ;e 1th of the· orld. 

~o he Bible tells the Etor~ of Ahab, the r-ing, w o had 

vineyards and all his heat's des·re. et he coveted av neyard 

adj ~ining his which belonged to Naboth, a neighbor. aboth d d not 

wish to surrender that land even in pay nt, bee use it ,as his 

patrimon, it was the inheritanc of his nd it as all 

he had of the inheri ance o his fA.th .r. The Bible ealSI "Ahab 

ent home sullen displeased. He 1a·a im down pon his ed nd 

uld eat no bre!ld ." And ,Jeze ell, is ueen came o h m nd said s 

"I will et thnt vineyard for ou." She had two men bear f alse 

witness t hat r aboth cursed God and the King , a sin uni ha le 

with death. nd abot a put to ~ uth and the ~ing went don to 

Naboth 1 s vineyard to take po~sa sion f t. But the o o_ the 

Lord came to Elijah, "Go tote vineyard of 'aboth here th 

King haa gone, to t ake po session nd o him 'Have ou Killed 

and do ou now think that Jou wil : ta.e possession?' 'As ~~o 

dogs licked the blood of aboth, s will e dog& l ck or blood , 

King of Israel". 

The uthors of the Bible, wise and und r ~ anding en, 

warned people against thee e which is neve r satisfied - the e • 
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which is never satisfied t h wealth . The • rned ?eople c ainst 

that. ,:,!': e .. an ho s unsa.tisf .:.ed, ent. ralled, ensl ved b money 

is neve-- satisfied ·.:. th hatever ney he has." 

And the~ wrote into that oost c-ed C de of La of Isr el -

i nto the Ten Comm dments - "Thou shult not ovet th neig ~or 's 

house . Thou shalt not coven th ueighhor's wife, h:. - an- ervant, 

nor his m n ervant , or an:> thing that is th neie,h or's. t. 
is 

is that greed, that en of ,hatTour nei bor's - h·. house and 

w ,a.1th, hiq raim nt, 7:hic. fills the mind o eopl th ·tterneas, 

envy, coms ing ealous, hr tred, with un-·orth mbitions. 

The authors oft e Bible f rthermore ~dir ni~hed eo?le not 

to spend t hems lves in a mad, eadlon t wealth o if th~ 

ere the supreme goo and the ource of _l hp inecs. Thus, ·ou 

r ad in the Book of Proverbzs "The ste dy-go_n rr Z1 n s h0 n +h .t 

will enj o an abundance of ble ings, but the man ho ru .. hes to 

get rich ill not go unpun shed." "He hat u hes hPadlong at r •· 1th 

is a an with an _vil eye - and kno eth not that •ant shall come uJon 

him ulti .tely." 

"e all find tim enough to die, but co man,. eople, 

unfortun tely, do not find tim enough to live becauoe o t eir 

mad race to grab more and more of t 11e t hings w ich he r • 11 do 

·not need. n ry not ur ... elf to cet ~ich". ' . , n 

not even enj o· t he v st ·eal th • ·hich he havn becau e of eir 

esire t have more - "to add house to ouse ·nd field to f eld", 

as the prophets say. And when the· finall~ think the) h ve enough 

and are read t o settle down comfor tably pon their accumul~ted 

pile, the are r ,ad to die. "And man hen dieth, c~ ryeth 

nothin. a ay. His ealth does not de cent ith .m into his 
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grave". And of such ·,ealth they cay that "it is a grievous evil . " 

The sa , th~t "sue riches are ke t by the owner to h o ;n hurt." 

T~ey say, "Rather than have such deva t atin~ ambi t ion, better is 

li .tle ~it the love of t he ~ord t han great treasures nnd turmoil 

with it. 11 better i s a dry mors 1 and ouietnfr s therewi t h than a 

house full of t he sacrifices of strife, condemnation and e dless 

consuming seeking." "Thee is v man", sa~s t he Bible, "Who thin' s 

him elf to he very ruch but rally he has nothing; and th~re is 

a poor man who thinks he has nothing ,ut who is rally r ch." 

And against J· alth and i ts troubl d ste ·ardship t he Bible 

warns men tht. t wealt.h v-r frequently leads t o false pride and 

false pride leads to isola ion . Thee re men ho ac uire much 

wealth and come to believe that theJ are e ter than t heir 

fellow 1 en b:ica:.tse they havA succeeded in acquiring great wealth . 

They begin to th ink that their talent for making mone; is a v·rtue, 

that they have achieved wh t other raen h ve ailed to achieve . 

"The rich man is .always wise in hi P o ·n es " ., . ey attribute 

nothing f their success to fate, fortune or acci en _ut to 

their own talents . That fills them freL entl with an arrogance, 

with a boastfulness, sinfulness, )ride hich dPstr=> st er 

social values in society . 

Against that attitude, the authors of the Bi le remind 

us as Ecclesiastes s ~ugbt to ::-emindi r,r r eturned and saw un er 

t e s n th·- t the ace is not always to thee • • t, hat he battle i s not 

always to the s rong, that t he bread is not always to he ,·ise and 
es 

that the rict{are not always to the suart, t chance and acci dent 

attack t hem all . " 
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How much of a man' success is to be attributed to ~irt h, 

accident, environment, opportunit~t So, our Biblical sages admoni hed 

men who have acquired .ealth to guard t hem elv s against the dan r of 

losing the common tough and of isolating them~elves mo e nnd more 

as t heJ get richer and richer, of coming t o think that they can not 
I-

move with co~mon folks, or be ri t h t hem in the same neig borhood, 

or belong to the same society, or sit wi t h them in the same church, 

or share 1th t hem in t he common tasks of life . "The rich and the 

poor - ~rhy them ill meet . God made t hem both . " And t hey also 

warned against allowing oneself to be surfe ted t o sup~r-aburdcnce, -
rir.-?- r o;, s 

"even the eating of too much honey surfe"ts th~ ~alate : nd/the 

ca. aci ty for tasting other good t ings ·n llf e . '' And so Eccl esinstes 

who ~ermitted himself to besurfeited with .:.ndulgences made Jossible 

bJ his wealth , comes to t he nd of h's days 1th a sad and r ·gi c 

phi lo ·ophl a "Vani t o v(.<n_;_ ties - al. ·uJ s vo.n • ty . " It is good to 

want for certain things and never t o be satisfied . 

Lastly, the authors of the Bible admonished "Jeople not to 

put their rust in real th . No man shall come to ea) that" eulth is 

my fortre : s t " "No evil can overtt1.::Ce me l " "I am secure ! " "The 

man who puts his trust in his weal th - he will f r .. 11 . " nd re have 

all seen Ii th our own eJ es ho t r ~~gic&.lly men do _ all - men ho 

have put all their fc.i th , their whole hopes and desires u on 

w alth . ~hen that ,·,ealth i t h ken from them, by the accidents 

of fortune , b universal economic depression - ) ou and I hNe seen 

what happens to those men . They fall . T ey collapse. The;' 

break bee :, use they have builded for themselves in life no other 

fortress, no oth r fortress into hlch to retire when one 

mat erial fortress laid low, destroyed. 
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ht hol 

. hich pu 

vr e o individu ls old~ rue o of n tin . 

a ion rust .:.n ealth - s oner or l ' er 

come u:>on di~aster and c ta trophe. n ~ 1th V'il_ h not in the 

, of rath." eh e seen ~ro~p~rous na ions, n ons 1 ~c: ed 

ith ')lent nd abundance uddenly rought to he v •r ., rink of 

economic di a ter - not t hr gh Proviaence no p ovided he nee~ sar 1 

t '1ings of li 

dmini~t r 

but thr~ug. the un ·is . n ... e un .· se 

on o ht abundance of :=alth hich Go ~ve unto 

t hem. So ·eh v d pression nd un ID?loJm~nt nd confli ~t an 

civil ·1r • nd d • sa er. "I is t r:> h j .1~•,i-t:? alone h t a 

n tion ectruct•: I elf 

s a .ili t · a r.! on i de nd n not u~on 

ealth ut pon a ci .Lo. 
.... """' pon he st .nd ,rd of 

social ethics, u;,on t e quali ~, ofspir-i t l li.:'e . Th i hy 

the Bible so often arns againet the o-:>pr ssion of hems s, 

tne exploit tion o mases, un-elfis ness, of leg' cl ~t on fo t . e 

protection oft e poor, the 

tr ng r , th~ orphan. 

r Curse t he ec 

of the uible ovided w s 

ak, he c,lave, the '· e, tor th 

he l gi~l tors 

im l e econom· c o ~ , 1 rgel.,, 

agricult ral . ~t 

long be o 

s long e or ndus rial revol tion nd 

p es ions, long efo e r e ol' t \Jion 

inculcated t .. 1s c.:vili zation ::> o rs. 

Th e is no literat re in a c:ent o~ moder . imes , 

m friends, whic~ abounN o much in oci 1 aff ene , n ocial 

sensitiven s, hich is o a sionate in chm io in the cue 

of t re denied, th oor, th w~ek, hich denunci tes so much 
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and others for those "who 
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doe. t ~e ron ~t _c lit r · t1re o~ e B·~1e . 
0 ~ t' [, 10 ',:o of 

po red out ·n t ? gee/of r ~aiah 

sell t h~ ig eous _or silve " " · n he , 

need.> for a oa.:r of shoes"; " ho ~ant t'3!' he 0~ + .. .., ,. arth on 

head of t he poor" . How much havn t eJ 0 .y about t e " lood i t " " .. 
"wherein t he po .. erful h~ve dealt by ;,res~.:o _th the s r rrnr, • nd 

wron th fathf'- less nd t he ; · do ; " ho~· much nv e hey o sa 

the 

of the "rich in w!"ose h"'uses ~ e t he s:1oil of t e poo , and •• o rind he 

faces of t he poor, •,ho pcrve t j st ca, erho ':>m er 

t emselv~ th all he oo . ings nd 

the poor groan because oft e~r O??~es. ions . " 

Th t ·s wr i n e h , n l:e Five Books of ,0 es - e a ic 

La of I sr· el, th 0 r ar so many and s, - c {ons t J )-..,tee he 

poor against the exnloi tion of t he C • "Thou rh lt no 

the judg ent of t he poor in hi c use" . Tho f' ~it not op_r 8 

t,he • heig 1bor nor rob i:n, h :a e of hi,.. d .. erv nt h· not 

abide w·t th e all night un il e morning. " "Ye sh 1 do no 

1nrig teousn -ss in jud m n, in me r,. rd, in t, or in ~eb ~re . J ust 

lance, ju~t =eights a ju d r j r-t , h 11 . • 

nd if t ~ bro her be w·:en Joor , and ~: ns f ail, t h_n t ou sh - lt 

p old him . TaLe t rou no n r est o l:lim or incr a e, .•1 ar t h,; God . " 

nTh u hnlt no o press a "1 r ed serv nt th t s poo l! nd need ··, ·hether 

he be of thy breth _rn or of th t ang - t ... t !'e in t h l ~nd • " 

G_e nings in ,he fi ld mu t e l eft far h poor , 

orphan as their r ght . 

• "do and the 

And o t . r oughout the Bible th ~re i s emphasis, a rev rence 

for t 1e life t nd ersonalit of ev r h n eing . Ev er htunan eing 

has a right t o live and a right t o his mea ure of hap1iness in 
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int. e world. "He who oppre ses a poor man blasphemPB his , ~er." 

Thin o: hat1 e emplo· r who robs his Pmplo · .e of his just 

wages, who ~we ts his labor , hot kes a li tle child and 6 rinds him 

on the wheel Jf industr - these who opporess the oor - bla phe~e 

our aker, God, ec.1use the bring God 's image in hich al_ men are 

ere ted i nto the dust. The esecrate th t hich should be divinely 

beautiful and noble. And th ·. dut)' of establi hing a juster society 

which should be free of this br talit and de ec ation of human 

personality i the fi st charge upon those ··ho have . It is 

fort em, because the , have he po er to recon truct soc ety so 

t~at life ·ill be mor aca le and more noble. And that - the 

Bible takes the pain ov and over a ain to point out - that is 

religion. 

That is rel gion - the strivin , after ju ice , the eeking 

of the nobler order of society the helping of the poor nd needy. 

The gre test good, rr riends , accordin to the isdom of 

these ise en - the gr test good in life is no the po~ e sion 

of· ealth . hnd Solomon, the .ise {ing, we are tol n the Bible , 

at the beginning of hi re gn, had a dream and in hi dr the 

Lord happened to come unto him and asked him: "Solomon, sk for 

BO, thing ad ill rant it unto ·o • " Ad Solo.on aid r 

"Gre~t Lord, I have been c lied upon to judge ov r a reat people . 

Of all the things I should liKe to h ve - Give me, God, a se 

understandin to judge m people." And t.e Lord s le sed 

because •in Solomon 1 d '<ed not for ·long life, no for victo 
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over his enemies but for wisdo~, under. tandi g. And t~at, m· friend , 

is t he lesson which our teachers h veal a •s sou t to impre .. ~ ~on 

us - to acnuire wisdom, wi dom ab011 1 fe, i c om about :'1an ,.in , 

• sdom in our rela _ons ips w th ~1r fellow en . "To ac e 

wisdom is better than to c uire • alth for to cqui ~ • 1th 

somehov mans to ac uire contention, s rife and he ill ill of 

our neighbor but to acqu·re wi dom me·ns to ac uire riendsh p , 

esteem and t.e love nd onor o our neighbors." 

And to make the remaining da · o~ our life hleased 

happy e must have a good na. e . "A good n _,e is mor e t·) ,e 

desir d t· . n great alth d mo~e than silver and more an 

gold for t .e god o inion of our fellow men" -

ind ·n he eJ s of our ello men . 1001< ,. ound OU ~ no .. ee 

who e the tr·il hap pea le ·:n •:)Ur cir le, n :10 r 

community. e he , th r.ie o" • Aal th? Or ar .1e~ the men mo 

have ac ~ui~ed a good name which their c ild 'en and f · milies 

a e Jroud of - a name h'cl the~ ill be able o pas don to 

their child-en proudl • hen their day.. re over. The a. e .. en 

wh h ve found grace and avor in thee es oft eir fellow 

en. That is ::".r mo "e i port:int than t e mater:al t .ings 

ht men ares r~ving for 01 the ~ace~~ the ~rrth . 
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