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My riends: It took a thousand years to ·rite the Bible. The 

Bible was completed before the beginning of the Common Era . Of neces ity 

the book of such an ancient literature must reflect the ides, opinions, 

the levels of civilization of those ancient days on all subjects nd 

also on war and peace. 

Vari~ still, in our day, man · centuri 0 s since the completion 

of the ible, the prime feature of civiliz tion. Th~re is no government 

in the v·orld today th t hasn't its department of war, mini~ er of war 

and it war machine . At the present moment ~e sit here, a bloody 

civil w~r is raging in pain. Last ear, a defensele~s n tion, Ethiopia, 

W[, S attacked in aw r of aggression, in a war of shameless aggression 

by another mightier power . Two or three y rs tr gic war raged in 

outh Amr rica. For the 1st ten or fifteen years ars hcve been 

raging almost continuously in the Far ast . And ·ho can orget 

the orld har? 

So that, it is not at all surprising that in a collection of 

li ercture written some two or three thousand 9r ago, in the record 

of human history, you ill find numerous echoes of war , the oundings of 

war and the alarms o war . The Bible has its full sh 0 re of them. The 

early Hebrews were no less belli erent than their neighbors. They were 

not pacifists . The ~ere not part: culcrl~ given to the ways of peace. 

And so the books of the Hible, particular the hi torical books, record 

words of defense nd slaughter, cruelty nd rebellion. 

The important thing, however, is not that we discover in 

the Biblical books recor~s of belli erenc. The impor ant thin is not 

that ·e find th· t wars re sanctions and even commanded, but that e 
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come across the most amazing ways, sentiments , ideas ·hich indic~te th t 

the leaders of thought of ancient history ere able to transcend the 

institution of v, ar, to look beyond the conventicn and accept~nce of war 

to a better, hap .,ier day for mankind. They were able to reach out 

after the vision of a arless world and it is in this epochal pioneering 
that the 

p thfinding/genius of the race is to be discovered. 

Among their contemporaries, among t 're nations who •• e e contemporaries 

of the ancient Jews - the Babylonians, the Syri ns, Greeks, ar remained 

an acceoted institution. And their sages and their wise men and their 

leaders v: re never ablP to go be ond it any more than they were able 

to go beyond idleness, lavery. Their ment 1 horizon was confined 

within the ar confine. They looked upon war as the continued 

destiny of man . 

Not so with the men of Isr el . They were aboe to go beyond it . 

'he Pre able to roject hat as in those da s a wish orld, a dream

orld, an idle order of na tional and internutional exis ence from hich 

v-ar would be banished . They wee able to hold loft an ide 1 of a 

confederc1..tion of .1. l n· ions under the reign of law, that nat ons would 

be ready to disarm _hy ically and spiritu lly . And so , along ith these 

echoes of war, ~ou find in the Bible records of strife, conflice . 

~ou find these expression of the abhorrence of war, the deprecation 

of var, the acceptance of ~ar not as n tional glory but as punishment 

of national sin . 

That i the original revolution r contribution of the prophets 

and authors of the Bible to the subject of oeace . But they were not 

pacifists . The doctrine of non-resistance is forei n to the authors 



of the Dible as it is foreign to the eopl . of Isr el. Pacifism never 

gained a foothold in the thought of the leaders of I srael. "Resist not 

evil" is not or the classic continuing documents in Judaism. Here 

and the~·e occasionall ;y ou wi l l find a stra fact, an isoL ted teacher 

a fugitive phrase or proverb in the Bible or in the Talmud which seem 

to su gest an outright pacifistic att i tude. But this is not the 

highway of Jewish thought. I say this not in rai e or in blame of 

Juda sm. I say this jus t as record. 

The Jewish a ,Jproach to all these problems is a ver;y realistic 

one, a verJ' practical one. It neve • expected from is followers or 

disciples th~t which is super-human or that which is beyond the 

re; ch of the average hum n bein . The Torah o our people is not 

intended for saints but for the aver ge p r~on . The en commandments 

are not very distant - the a ever nea r to ;you , to ;your heart. So that 

Judaism does not expect, dos not ask of t he individual t o return good 

for evil. Nowhere do ~e find injunctions to love our enemies. e 

are not called upon t o turn the other cheek when one cheek is smitten. 

e are not asked to give the outer g rment ½hen the cloak is taken. 

But Judai m does counsel men to resist evil, to fight evil and 

injustice, to remove the causes which contribute to sin nd criffie in 

the vorld, to conduct your elf so as to make friends , to avoid strife 

and contention, not to harbor a group, to s ek peace nd to pursue it. 

These qualities while the do reau.ire e erc i e of will are 

nevertheless within the reach of the aver ge norm 1 human bein . 

So the attitude of the Bible tolard war nd peace may be 

illustrated by another stor which .e find in the Book o Gene is, 

in connection with the stor of Abraham. Abraham ~as a man of 
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peace but he was not a man who wc:: nted peace at all costs. He realized 

tha t there were sanctities for which man would fight in spite of hatred 

of war . He himself led a small army of men in pursuit of the soldier 

who captured hi s nephew and who robbed his household of its oosses sions . 

He smote those men and rescured his friends and relative. Nevertheless 

Abraham was a man who sought peace . He ~as read to make ever;y 

concession for the sake of keeping peace when no moral principles were 

involved . 

And so we are told the story of how the shepherds of Abr ham 

Pnd Lot met in strife . Both Abraham and Lot hadlarge herds and 

flocks, so large t hat the land was not able to bear them all . 

The land was seemingly not wide enough, big enough for the flocks of 

Abraham and Lot and so ther e was strife between the sheoherds of 

Abraham and Lot. But Abraham, the older man, went to Lot and said 

to him: "Let there be no strife between your herd.men and mine 

for we are brothers~' That is the premise for all peacefulness. 

You start out with the idea not that we are natural born enemies, 

not that there are inferior and superior races , that one must dominate. 
there 

"Let/not be strife between your herdmen and mine for we are brothers." 

Thee is room for all of us. The world is big enough and large enough 

to support in comfort all its inhabitants. There are continents 

uninhabited which can amply maintain in comfort the whole population. 

Is not the whole land before us? "Separate thyself from me, I pray 

thee; if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; 

or if thou t ake the right hand, then I will go to the left ." 
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That is a different kind of attitude than the one rhich 

Prvades the League of Nations of the present ay. Abraham did not 

say to Lot: You can't go there because that land is mind. I will 

not give you access to the raw m:J_terials. I will monopolize all 

the earth myself. That leads to explosion. Abraham was willin~ justly 

to divide the available land and even to give his brother first choice 

of the land available. 

This simpl story, my friends, illustrates first, the economic 
secondly, 

basis of war and/how to avoid war. There are nations in the orld today 

whose legitimate needs are not being satisfied. There are n~tions today 

which are over-populated and must have access to the uninhabited lands 

of the earth or to sources of raw material. There are nations in the 

world today whose standard of living depends upon the capacity of the 

people to sell in the open markets of the world. If markets a re shut 

against them through high tariff, their standard of living must sink. 

It is only through a redistribution of the wealth of the earth, that 

is, the accessibility o the wealth of the earth to all the neoples 

of the earth that will insure ultimately peace in the lorld. 

This is fundamental - before peace there must be ju tice. 

"The work of righteousness shall be eace and the result of Righteousness 

quietness and confidence forever." "The ork of Righteousness shall 

be peace." Now of course it is impossible at this late date to set 

about rectifying every historic wrong in the world. It is auite 

impossible to postpone the consumation of peace until all such· rongs 

are requited . Nevertheless the beginnings of such rectification must 

be made through the regressive re-adju tment of all the mal-adju ted 

in the orld . And J aism has a definite message to give to nations 
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as well as to individuals. The orophets of the Bible were not 

concerned merely with the salvr tion of the individual. They ·ere 

also ~rofoundly concerned with national morality and nat ional salvation 

as well . The Bible deals with internat i onal morality just as it deals 

with oersonal morality because it realizes that only within the r amework 

of fullest international order can the individual man or woman achieve 

the fullest development of his own personal mor 1 life. So the 

proohets addressed themselves to the people of Israel, to the oeople 

of Tyre, E t, etc., collectively, and tried to i mpress upon them 

that they too were subject to all moral law, the observRnce of which 

alone would insure for them peace. All n· tions are subject to the 

sovereign law of God just as individuals. "Th'? icked will go down 

to the Hell of all nations who forget God.'' 

And so we find, for exam le in the Bible that the people 

of Israel committed a grievous sin. The ·ngs and nobles had promised 

to liberate the slaves. This was in the rlays of • 

had Jromised to lib ra e the slaves if they would 

give their loyalty to him in a battle. After the battle the slaves 

were re-enslaved. And the voice of God came to the prophet 

and say unto them: "I have procl aimed for you a liberty unto the 

word , unto the Pestilence and unto the Famine and I will m ke ou a 

horror unto all the Kingdom of the earth ." 

The prophet Amos, great rophet of Justice said: ;'For 

three transgres sions of Tyre, for four, I will not reverse it because 

t hey delivered un a whole capti vit of F.dom and remembered not the brotherly 

Covenant." Here was an tion that had betrayed another and because of 

that the rophet said: "Because of their sins God will not forgive them 

and remember not the brotherly covenant." 
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hink of thiopia. 1hink of Italy. Italy w s the n'tion thut sponsored 

that nation in the League of ra tions. Italy had broken her bro herly 

covenant as other nations have done and do. "For three transgressions 

or four I will not reverse it because he did pursue his brother with 

the sword and did cast off all pity. 11 And for four I will not reverse 

it because the, ripped ttp the women with child in Gilead that they 

might enlarge their border, leading to other We.rs of conauest and 

th ghastly brutality." 

And throughout the Bible you find these acts of exploitation, 

lust of power and wealth, nt t·onal pride, deprecated, den unced because 

injustice leads to ar. 

It might be interestin to ask ourselves what was the 

ultimate vision which the writers of the Bible hold up for the people 

of Israel? Is it the sort of a vision, let us say, that Hitler, 

Goebbels, Goering, or others of the Nazi arty hold up for their peoole, 

a career of war, of conquest, the ideal of war as the military de tiny -

is that the ideal which the writers of the Bible hold up for ou people? 

Let us see. "And and war will 

I destroy on the earth and I will cause t hem to dwell in security, in 

peace." 

When the lyric poet of the f alms ~ishes to express 

all the good things tha t he wishes for his people, wh~t does he say? 

"The Lord will give strength unto his .. eople" . Whb.t kind of strength? 

The strength of armies? The str€ngth of navies? The strength of 

militar airships? "The Lord will bless his oeople in peace." "What 

is Go 's most mar·relous achievement on earth?" r sks the Psalmist . 

"What is the most marvelous thing ht God achieve in the world!" 

Is it that he gives victory to on nation a ainst another? Th t 

the men on this side of the trenches as against those on 
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the other? Oh , o l "Come , behold the works of the Lord .. 
11He maketh wars to cease in the wholP e rth 
"He breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear in sun er , 
"He burnet'1 the chariots in the fire . 11 

Th's is the most marvelous evidence of God in the world . The supreme Theophany , 

the supreme revelation of God to man will come hen men ill nile high 

all their instruments of destruction - their guns , their mac'1ine guns, 

their military airplanes , swords and all the horrors of destruction -

when men will pile them high and set fire to them all . Out of that 

fire ill come supreme reverence of God and man . 

Religion and war , the writers of the Bible finally came 

to realize , had nothing in common . The Temple and the ' rmies - they 

simpl don ' t go together . King avid , we , re tol in the Book of 

hronicles , called his son to him and said: i r son , I v ant to 

build a Temple in Jerusalem to God . I h ve a ccumulated great wealth . 

I anted to build a Temple to God . But God ap0eared to me in a 

vision and said : "You, David , have spilled much blood . And g eat 

wars didst thou wage . You will not build a House dedicated to . y 

name . You will have a son ( ) - what a beaut ' ful 

uhrase that is - You, David , will have a son , a man o ouiet , peace . 

Bis name will be ( ) derived from the Hebrew word 

"ueace". And peace and auietness will I grant to Irrael xmi in 

his day . Peace , holom . A man o peace ill build my House and 

he v ill be ~1~ son and I will be his Father ." 

The Bible ordains tha t the altar in the Temple -

the holiest fixtures in The Temple - contain no iron . To iron 

shall be used in its construction for iron is th bol of the s ord . 

And the altar is the s 1mbol of pe ce . 
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The writ e.rs of the Bible , my riends , - ,,hat kind o a 

vision did they have for the rest of mankind - thoce th· t we e not 

concer ned ith Israel only. They ere no 1eluded tha Israel could 

enjo · . Pr ee when the re~t of the world was in strife . 'eh ve that 

vision expressed in the most perfect terms in t he Bible ; T·ice 

repeated - once in t he Book of Isaiah and once in the Boo~ o .'icah 

~ou have one of the mo~t exalted programs for world peace : 

"And it shall come to pass in the end of 
days , 

That the mounta in of the Lord's 
hose shall be established as the 
too o the moun~ains , 

And shall be exalted above the hills ; 
And all nations shall floi unto it . 

nd many , eoJles shal l go an s~y: 
"Come ye , and let s go p to the 

mountain of he Lord , 
To the house of the God of Jacob; 
An we will walk in His ths ." 
For 0ut of Zion shall go forth t e 

law , 
And the word o the Lord from 

Jerusalem . 
And He shall judge between the 

nations , 
And shall decide form n peoples ; 
And they shall beat theirs ords 

into plowshares , 
And their pears into pruning-hooks ; 
Nation shall not lift up s ord 

a ainst n tion , 
Neithe shall the learn w.., r any more ." 

~ r friends , there are three ideas incorporated in the 

program hich is projected for mankind 28 or 29 centuries ago . 

Fir t , th t n~tions will come to seek a reign of lai , th t n tions will 

not be co tent to abide each b its ovm moral self-sufficienc ·, er:ich 

a law unto itself . ut that the will willingl submit them elves to 

international law, the supreme law of God . "He ill teach us His 

wa . e v ill walk in Hi path . 11 
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My Friends , there are three ides incorporated in this 

program which was projected for mankind twenty-eight or twenty-nine 

centuries ago . Fi ~s t that nations ~~11 come to seek a reign of law . 

That nations will not be conter t to abide each by it~ m.n moral 

self-su~ficiency, each a la. unto itself but th the~, will v.-i llingl • 

submit themselves to international law - the cupreme lrw of God . 

"He will teach us His v-ay. ;e r i ll walk in His path . " Thie- fir t 

great idea , the reign of internetional le:w . 

8econdly, as a result of this int r rn tional law whic. v,ill give 

all nations a sense cf collective sec1rity will come disarm~rae t, 

beating s1ords into plowshares and the construction and building 

for the creating of sub tancex ad food or hum n beings . 

In 19~ then ion~ of thr worlds ent hree billion , eight 

hundred million dolla.rs ; in 19~4, five billion do lurs ; in 1°~s, 

eight billion, eight hundred million dollars and in 19 6 te billion , 

seven hundred million dollars on the spe rs ~nd on the s ·ords of 

destruction and devas.ation . How far mankind sti~l has to go to 

approximate this vision of the )rophets of the Bible . 

The third idea incoroor~ted in thi vision ic- that Israel 

is the leader, the pathfinder of world peace . "For out of Zion shall come forth 

the law and the word of the Lord f rom Jerus lem . " If'rael , hroughout 

the ages has hoped for peace ad longed for pe ce end prayed for peace . 
The God of 

;tsrael is called a God of peace . The 1es iah is c lled the .rince 

of peace . The people of Israel are c lled the eed of peace . 

The Jews ha e not taken p rt in a l l the movements for world oeace . 

They are afraid th t they will ch rged ith being unpatriotic . They 

are fraid of being called pacifists . The Jew , in self-defense , has had 
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to mute, to tone down this pa sion for peace , this cr~ving for peace . 

hat is a great mistake. e ought not to lac1-c courage of 

action because of the fear of what our enemies will say about us. ,e 

ought not to fight this creative will for pe ce which is ours. 11 God 

ic:. Pe ce." Particularl in t~is age , when the world has gone mad with 

a primitive Aryan madness it is the particular of he children of Israel 

who have t his Ill8.rvelous trad tion of 5000 yer rs of peace , whose s ges and 

pro;:,hrts vr re pathfinders of peace , to stand up and join up ith all 

movements whose purpose is to ma~e war less likely in the world , to 

establish collective security, to build up machiner for peace , for 

the e ~tablishment of intern~tional law. 

The twentieth century is the generation, to my humble judgment, 

that will cast the deciding vote on this vital issue of war , ani the 

destruction of civilization, of peace and the ~romise of peace. ·~e of 

the twentieth century owe a solemn obligution to see that we make a 

correct dec:sion in this fateful issue. And as a guide, the books of the 

Bible wi l l s erve as an inspir tion. 
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And it shall come to pass in the end 
of days , 

That the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established as the 

top of the mountains, 
And shall be exalted above the hills; 
And all n tions shall flow unto it. 
And many peoples shall go and say: 
II Come ye , and let us go up to the 

mountain of the Lord, 
To the house of the God of Jacob; 
And He will teach us of His ways, 
And we will walk in His paths.' 
For out of Zion shall go forth the 

law, 
And the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. 
And He shall judge betvrnen the 

= nations, 
And shall decide for many peoples; 
And they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares, 
And their spears into pruning-hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, 
Neither shall they learn war any more. 
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