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GOD - !-JD HIS ~NDLE, N 

"To v:hom hath th rJ.rm o the Lord been revealed?" 

By 
habbi Abb Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
bund&~ morhin , Aoril 11 , 19 7 7 

7th in eries of lectur s on II f uBL • OF HU 1 .N LIFE REFL GT :D IN HE BI LE". 



In a sm 11 Turki h vill ge , eome ye~rs ~ o, c,out of h 

ardanelles , some ~Yeh eologists c~rried on extensive excav[ • 

To th ir grea~ amazem nt nd deli Pt , t~e succeeded in uncov ring , 

after they had removed ':i modern villr ge , nine ci ies , one built on 

top of the o hµr , the ~ixth of vhich is the amous cit· of ctncient 

times - the city of Tro) , dating rom he eleventh century B. C. 

nd about which Homer .,,. rote in his epic ooem , he Illi d . 

Each one of these ni e cities revealed its o~~ dirt" ctive 

architecture , its implements , utensil , ves els which were used in 

the ') rticular cit 
L 

of thr t necial strLJta in e~istence . 

o~ such 1 ers , m friendc, , such s rata ou al o find in a 

collection of ncient writing , like he Bible. D ring he t ouc,c d 

:verrs th t it took to vrite 1e book of the Bible , m n~ c cles of 

civili7a ion transoired o that the Bible reveals th se ~tr ta , one 

on top of the other . A concept of God , for ex·mple , ill pas 

hrough a ihole e ies of 1 ye. f r om the mot )rimitive, the 

botto , to the most cdvanc d at the top . And one overlaps the 

other . 

The 'ible ~ ithfully records all the ci viliz ions o ancie t 

Israel and unle~s ou aporoach t e B"ble f r om this point of vie ' , his 

hi torictl development pojnt of viev , you are likel to receive a 

fairl co fu ed idea of lhat the riter o the Bible actuall did 

think about God . 

In common ith all primitive Jeople , our ce tors. t r · r~t 

tho ht of God as children t ink of God - mo e or less in hum orm . 



And so ou ill find in some O":• the ible , &rticul rl~ in e · rly 

race m~ ths v.hich I rael sh· red in common v:i h all ancient ,eo le , 

God vas reore~ented more or les~ corporel.lly : "God v lks in the 

rden ir the cool of the evening . God mell~ the veet savor 
all 

of s .... crifice o 1 oah . " Human attributes are poli d o Godlexce t 

one cttri ute . Th 0 e ~ s never godde~s alongside of c God in 

tie Bible of Israel . The sex motif was completel · elimin,ted from 

the God idea of Is ael . Tha , "Jerhaps , m r .<s definite break in the 

religion of Abr~ham and his de~ endants from the the religio of 

Bab~lonia 'nd all the oth r oeopl ~ of ntiouit . 

God is renresented in t erms of hum n attributes but ctecdil 

as v.e moun these layers in soiritualit ·, we find a cl ritJ , a urity 

of all anthropLmorphic elements in the Bi 1 . 

By the time v,e r each the uthor o: t e Book of De terono 1 · , 

for example , which reprecents definitel, the )roohetic school in 

I~rael , ve fin ' him t·kin particular ain in ointing out th t 

God did not reveal himself in an r orm visible to e ohyc-·c 1 

eye of man . "And God spoke to rou out of the fire .' You he[rd he 

round of ~ords , but you did not ~e ~ any form - ·ou onl· he rd voice . 

hen they r ached the ~rri:>d o the 1rophpts in the 8th , 1i~, 

6th centuries before the Common ~ra , we have alrPad definitely 

established that the God of J udaism is Jurel as iritu 1 God 

who cannot be repre ented physically in any fonn . "To 1:.om 

can ou liken God? In what shape can ou describe him? 

And so , a reat prohibition is given to the people for all times . 

"Ye shall not m <e unto thyselve an im e o: God ." 
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The same development in the God idea of I c:r-- el one finds ,, 1so 

when re come to think of the ethical nature of God in the early books 

of the Bible . God is represented as the God of rigid ju.,.tice , of 

vengeance, a consuming fire . God is implacable in His retribution . 

God is the stern ju ge . When a gene ·ation sinned , God brought dovm 

a flood which wiped out a v·hole generat~ on . 

God is "Justice". But soon the ethical sense o::: t e eople 

becomes diss tisfied with this one-"'ided concept of God . God 'Tl st 

h-ve more than a rigid ttribute - jus ice . "I am God and not a an ." 

And therefore he finds through the ages the qualities of mere) , com)aS"'ion . 

God is described s a "God of rr.ercy , pity, forgiveness ." 

In that great 24th chapt r of Exodus , we ve hole definition 

of the nature of God: 11 God is full of goodness, orgiveness ." The 

auality of ju.,.tice is augmented b the quality o merch . And so , 

when th t superb prophet of love and human compassion , Hosea , 

defines t he relationship between God and Israel, he ma<es God say 

unto His ~eople: "And I 1ill betrothe thee to me i n ju ice and 

in righteousness but also in ~indness and in mercy . 

In the same ·ay , i n the earlier sources of the Bible , God 

ms spoKen of as the "man . of war" . God is he great thunderer . 

"Moun ains melt like wax in the presence of th Lo . . " The voice of 

God heweth out flames . God is tne might voice of n ture . And it 

is an ov rwhelming voice. 

But soon the religious sense of e people become dissatis~ied 

again with this one-c-ided picture of God as m~rely a vo·ce, ower and 

they come to speak of God a "a God ho brings to His oeople e: ce ." 

"God bles es Hi people .ith e· ce ." God becomes the friend o m n, the 

shepherd: "The Lord is ffiJ hepherd - thou sh lt not want ," the one 
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who "'akes c _ e of the 1ridow , the orphan, th weak, the dispossessed . 

Simil rly in the parts f tne Bi le - th, nrliPSt J'rts -

the worship of this God is reached in terms o ritual in terms of cult . 

God is worshiped at alt rs . God is worshiped b bringing pifts to 
. 

him - aver- primitive conception of God . It is all confused in ~e lo·est 

layers of the Bible . But soon the soul of Isr&el becomes di~sa isfied 

i th this idea of God as the recipient o l-ium.r n offerings and which 

the ancient world never transcended . Then we fino the diea stressed 

and expressed until it becomes he demi nt moti of the Bible . 

"To v1hat purpose is he multitude of your s·1crifices 
Saith th.e Lord ; 

I am full o~ the burnt-offerings of 
rams , 

An~ the ·at of fed beats ; 
And - delight not in the blood 

Of bullocKs , or of lambs , or of he-goats. 
7 hen :e cometo appear be ore J e, 
·•ho hath reauired this at your hand, 
To trample Jy court ? 
Bring no more v:., in o Dlt i r r. ; 
It is an off erinF'-. of abo ... ina ion 

unto Me ; 
l : moon and sa.rrath , the holding of 

convoc tions -
I cannot endure inioui t - ala g \'i th 

the olemn asserr:bly . 
_our nev moons c d our pooi ted 

se~sons 
~ty soul h teth ; 
The re a burden unto le ; 
I am v·ec: r to b"'~ r tl,em . 

nc. r.en e cpre d forth .,our 
hands , 

I will hide ~ine e es f r om ~ou; 
ea , ···hen e m ke many pr· ~ers , 

I v,·i_l not hear ; 
Your hands re full of ~ load . 

sh ou, make 00~ clean , 
Put c..Vm r the evil of rour doing 
From efore r~.ine e e , 
Ge e to do evil ; 
Le rn to do ell ; 
Q ek ·us ice , relieve the oopre~sed , 
Jude the fr h rles , plead for the wido . 

Thus peaks I aiah . 

to Je? 
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And he oro ohet 11icah said : 

"Thou ha.st been told wh: tis good 
And vh t the Lord oth recuire of the : 
Onl) to do juctl), nd to love mere), and to 

w lk hum bl;, with thy God . " 

And so , my friends , when we re~ch the highes plat eaux of 

religious insi~ht &nd religious inspir·tion of the Bible, e come uoon 

the monumental scriptural grectness of a God idea vhPre God is one , uni ersal, 

sciritual , a God of ju tice and of love, a God of olenar po er and might 

but lso a Godo comoarsion and pit and love, a God vbose 1or hin i the 

inner life of • n and hose high 1 t rs are the humble !md the un elfish 

spirit of man . That i the God of th Bi le t the highest level of its 

spiritual up-reaching . 

No , how does uch a God reve himself unto man? Ho~ doe 

he maxe himself knov unto the childre of men? Ho do e ~:no 1 of his 

existence? rlo do we know His vill? And here , i , e find layers 

of development in the Bi le . In the early du. s , peo')le thought God 

revealed himcel: in dre ms . People thought the · would rrive at the 

knoViledge of the will of God b. the method of c sti g lots , conculting the 

trees , the sages , waters , ·ids, orb~ consulting some mantic , posses ed 

soothsayers or fai.h-healer - or th·t God revealed him elf to them ht 

hold communion ith God . But the could think o nothin but of some 

ph ic 1 edium in 1hichthe) communed with the de·t · . 

o revels him~elf to m~n through his inner life , t rou his 

intellectu 1 r rooing d contem l ~tion , an through hiss -iri u·l broodin . 

hat hould not be a difficult thought to r p . There are some people 
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th~t are gi ted muqicallJ , v1hose e rs are tttuned to he·r mu ic me~ ningfull, 

thematicall ' • The averc1.ge ear of man c n ear only a medle o sound ut is 

utterly unconscious of the sounds of chord . A tr~ined music 1 ear ca 

hear harmony , me.ning . But the untr~ined , unrefined er, of course 

can her little or nothing at all . Th tis +rue of the culptor, the 

ainter nd the inspired scientic-t . These people can see sign, attcrn, 

lo~ical sequence, h&rmony where he un~r ined e e, and he un r in ~d mind 

and the uninspired soul can't see . We have the Sctme eyes , b t we c n't 

see as much . V, e have the s me e .... r , but vrn can I t hear as much . That 

is ~hat makes the so-c~lled genius . 

SimilarlJ' in religious sense, a ;ro het , a Sri , the mrftic, the 

seer can see God . he ~vera e mort 1 can' see him or hettr h im. It is the 

s ouls and mids of hese chosen ones h·ch are ·ttun°d to the niverse 

o h· hey can feel the ·mpace of God , he geniuc- of God . Thus he 

Bible s J s : "God doe nothing ut vrh t he reveals i c-ecr t to His 

servcnt . oes th· t mean th t just ±DXJ! because , .. e c n' t be gre· t music· ns 

¥e can't appreciate music t 11 , th t juct bee use •e can't be er a ive 

rtirts e cannot ha~ an sh~re in appreci ting thr ~hich is ecthetic? 

Not at all ~ Does it mean that because ~e ~ e not m ctics , qoo hs er, th, t 

refore God is remov d forever from our he~rts? 

• f • 11 di 1 f "God 1· surrounded e c n , 1 so ·e w1. , see m , o cource . 

: th flov;ers and urdens . The eye of an as the eyes o the .,rophet c nnot 

penetr~te ver far into the hart o the vorld . 

and use them, I me 

God in the orld . 

the inner eye , we can get 

evertheless if ·eh ve e1 e 

sense o he oresence of 

There are to wa· to kno God . One i to h ve devout 

con empl'tion of God's ·orld . 
. 

"Lift up your yes above and see ho ere ted all 

this ." "Lit up our e es from our little concerned ev rr- a life and 
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and reflect , contemplate, brood and ask y Jurself : (ho created all this? 

The great drama of the suffering and confusions to which I have 

referred con tantly, that great drama , majestic climax in four pe~fectly 

superb chapters wherein a whole pageantry of the Universe is made to pass 

before the tear-dimmed eyes of the suffering Job - all God's cosmos , the 

reign of law , God ' s providential care , the myster y of the human intellect 

all th tis in nature is made to pass before the eyes of Job as if to say 

to him: Job , all this means is that there is a God of justice , wisdom 

and Kindness - a God of love . You belong to that v,orld . Trust in God t 

Have confidence , Job , and all will be well with thee . Jeremiah , the 

Second Isaiah and p&.rticularly the Ps·1 lmi ~ts - they stressed that same 

thought which le~cds to an apprecia tion of the di vi e in the world . "The 

Heavens declare the Glory of God ." 

Most all men , from the beginning of time , were impressed by wonriers 

of creation . Ancient man worshiped the sun , the moon , the atars , the winds , 

the storm. Judaism taught man not to worship these physic 1 things . 
QQ 

Judaism admonished man : Lift/your eyes to the Heavens 

and worship them . Judaism compelled man to look through nature to God , 

to worship not the physical manifestations but to vorship the mind , the 

power , the life back of the whole physical being . 

Thus , one of the wa ~s of finding God is to see God through 

nature , not merely then ture of spheres u.nd constellations and solar 

systems but also that nature which is even mo e miraculous and even 

more mysterious - the world within man himself . "I will give thanks unto 

Thee for I am fearfully and wonderfully made ." To see God not only 

in urion and Pliades but also to see God in your fireside , in your home , 



in those whom ou love . You v:i 11 find him in your corrov:-... , in our 

laughter , in our terror , in our hopec , in 11 .he bro~en dr • s of 

ur mortal lives . That is ht the eacers of the Bible tried to 

te- ch us . This is one w~y to kno th~t ther e i • God , th~t the ~e is a 

co~mo , and not a chaos . 

And the other way is by con empl tin~ the moral life of man , 

himself . The e is no onl • a physic 1 lav . The e i a more 1 lav' . 

The e ic a law op ro€refs, a lal of hum~n evolu ion . 

of our upward climb from Eg nt t o the -romised L nd , from · g ora ce 

record 

to more and more knov. ledge , from sl ver, to gre" ter nd gre· ter freedom, 

from overt·· to more and more c bunriance , fron: :; r to greater and gr ater 

peace . 

And in this stead.: clow upv,ard clim , th ,re i evidence o_ an 

unfolding ~urpoce - God . Thnt evidence is in ever cla~s to be ure .s 

in the ph:, sical · orld , com~lete . The la ~s i the phycic 1 •. orld are 

be ond an· rev·sion b man 's choice or volition whe·ets re lav· of the 

in er life of man hre very much determined b hum· n ;niti tive , choice 

and volit:.on . Neverthele s there i a 1 w in the mor 1 ··orld and in 

all the idealism which exist in the hum n r ce - the "imaee of God 

in m .n ." 

Because there are men vho dream of c:: etter nd a juster vorld , 

bee use th re are men who v. ill die in order to ring t t bet er and 

ju ter orld to o rs , becau e there &re men v,ho will urre der things 

dear t o hem in orde to oxxx ease the burden of otherc , becau e er 

are men v.ho will share in the sorrov·s of o her nd rejoice in the 

hap ine so o hers , becaufe all about us thee re cons nt d ily 

manifest·tions of un elfi h love , of he o·sm, of m~rt rdo - beca se of 
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these thin0 we knor that ther e is a spiritual order in the 'iorld and 

th"-'t m ... n is more han coagul ted clc:c in a c::ea of primoroi' 1 J ime . 

Becau~ e men v ill ric::e "' o e uffering P d t.raged · , b ca "e en v. ill ri .... e o 

heights of exquisite ltruistic love, recauce men will not be r roken b 

overt: nd .. 1th but , hrough povert • a.nd • :ea 1th, Beek the in dorr of 

God , be ause men will not bes isfied to have ·ar end rill et ubout 

converting swords into ''.)loughsh res , bee se men •i 11 entPr into he 

v1c lle:r of the shadow of dee th and not be afr id, because men' 1·ill find 

supreITen hap?ines s in the hapoinesf of other , ~e kno~ tha thee is 

a v-orld which transcends the oh rc::ical - he real 1, orld in • ·h.'..ch men v;ho are 

fa hioned in the irr. ge of God have their re 1 hari ations. 

How to find God? if ou wa t to find God, if 0u v. r n to knov1 

him , don 't go to the philosopher. He can i ve ou c-ca t help . No one 

can define th~t 'hich is undefirahle. No one c n orove trough logical 

syl logisms hat is be~ ond the continent of life . If ~) ou ant to knov1 

God, do not go to the scienti t for he c nnot ive ou wn t ou k of 

him . Scie tists deal with the ph), ica l layer ~ithout . 

If "' want to lrnow God, enter into he inner sanctuar - o your 

ovm life, of yo r ovm mind nd soul. If you a t to r """a ch God , build your 

own 1 dder up to him and on the rungs of it, climb da b; de , year by er, 

through an ct of human i<:indeec-s one c y, an act of elf-m c::tery the next 

da·, a deed of ju tice in them r ket place , a deed of love in the home , a 

turning aw from self-seeking one day , a turning into elf-nerfection the 

ne:xt d • limb, m brother , clirub, rung b run , through self-discipline 
and uncert ... inty 

aspirQtion, con empl tion nd soon the orld of doubt and confusion/ ill 

recede and soon ou vlill emer e from the cloud and soon music ill erueq 

reach ou from oth r sphere nd oon life, a ne life, a holy life will 

In Your confidence, in your hope, in our ex~ltation, tream in upon ou. 
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you v.ill no longer be in doubt . You ·ill no loner ask : Is thee a 

God? You vill be w·th him daily in his prece ce . That i hat tho e 

-S lmicts said : 

"I have set the Lord always before . whereupon I r ealized t t 

He i t my right band . Then I newt· t I shall nevPr by moved ." 

That i the God of the B0 ble , m fn friend . That i the God of 

Israel , of mankind . And of this God the seer s of our people al a·s 

said : "The Lord is m li ·ht and ~ s~lv tion . Of v.hom need I be afraid?" 
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ABSTRACT or ADDRF,SS DELIVERED BY BI ABBA HILLEL SILV T 
THE T LE, ASEL ROAD DE. 105TH C' TREET Ql SUD Y 

ORNING, A_ L 11,197 

GOD - D HIS E'DLES REVE TIO 

Th re ere layers upon la r of God-co ce ts i e B le ro the 

rimitive to the ost dv ced, but on the high .st 1 teau o. religiou 

insight and inspir tion find in the Bible the ~ siv sc 1 tored 

st telineee of~ God who is sp ·ritual , one an univer al, t e ource bot 

of ju tic ·nd love hose ors. ip is the good life d hoe hi h 1 rs 

are the hearts of men. 

How does this God reveal him&elf to en? Thro gh devout 

pa~sion te contemplt tion of the universe nd t e mor 1 life of a ind. The 

dra oft e sufferin and doubt-tortured Job ia cli ed in four ma nificent 

c aptere herein the hole m jest and glory o er tion e unfolded li~e 

a•-•-• pageant befor the te r-di ed e es of Job s if i n wer to all 

of his doubts. 

To see God through nature is the mes a e of o, J eremialh t e 

Second Isaiah and of t e P lmi t. "Th Heavens declare t e glor , of 
God 

God." And not onl the g 1 who d ells ong the sph ,res nd c ell 

but in th a:iually mysterious heart nd mind of men. "I will ve t an a 

unto Thee or I fearfull nd onderfull made ." ot onl" the God 

wr o ere ted Orion and liades but lso the God o created or home nd 

firea·dea, all of our jo nd orro; eur 1 u hter, our tars, our hope 

and all the broken dre ms of our mor 1 da s. 

tione, 

God reveals him elf in the history of en and n t · o sin rogre e 

of the race or man. The moral law is not as fixed nd as r dil , di c rn ble 

aa th h s c 1 la :herein an' 1 no ole. ut 

it i au.re n vertheless. Human histo i the record of the slow but 

stead upward climb or man, from ignorance to kno 1 dge , fro 1 ve - to 
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freedom, from poverty to abundance, from dread to security. In all this the e 

i~ evidence of an unfolding purpose; 

In human idealism there is the spirit of God. Becau e th .re a e 

men who drea.m of fairer and juster world, because thee are men ho are 

read) to die for such a dream, because th re ure men ho ill surrender 

things dearest to them for the sake of easing the burdens of other men, 

because there are evidences all about us in our d ly lives of unselfish 

love, sacrificial fidelity, heroism and .artyrdom, re know that t hee is 

a spiritual order and th t there i s a s~:ritual God who c~11ed it into being 
is 

and that man is in the i mage of that God and therefore/timt much mor t han 

coagulated cla i n a ea of primordial slime . 

Because raen rise above suffering and tragedy, because men al 'c into 

the valle~ of the shadow of eath and are not a.fr id., because men are not 

broken by poverty or destroyed b >vrealth but t hrough poverty and ealth are see:~ing 

the .'"ingdom, because men will not abide i hate and war but are struggling dth 

bleeding hands to conv~rt s ords into ploughshares, becauce th9re ie love 

which is ex uisitely selfless and men who find their supreme hap1-:.ne '"'s in 

the happiness of others, i 1e now that ther e is orld which transcends the 

physical - the real world in which men who are fashioned in t he ima,e of God 

have their real habit~tions. 

Neither the philosopher nor t l-ie scientist can reve 1 God to man. 

en mu t build t eir own ladders to reach up to God and u on t ir ungs clicb 

de. bJ' day through acts of eelf-discipline and s _ ton . Through unw lding 

self-perfection one rises to a realization o t h ... resence of God 11 bout im. 

"I h ve set the Lord always be ore me . ereupon 

my right hand . Then I kne th t I sh 11 n ver be moved ." 




