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The third of as ri o lect, on e gen r 1 t eme 
•Things erma ent." 

By 
Rabbi bba Hi lel 8ilv~ 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sun y morning, ovember 21, 1 ~7 



When we spo e of h, ti e n nt inc c er rid i n 

civiliz· in es o e ·t. ,er n confi e ce , bee u 

t here is a reat de 1 of ca e aterial u on hie ob e cone u in . 

ach h a a long h. to b c·: of .:t . Th re r· ch a v i.lable , 

for erica is , relative r cent phe orne on . e 

rdl~ just fied on the sis of our . no led e 01 e p st to 

ro hecy ·h t i likel to be permanent in . n l re in t. U!l r C 

uture . One can onl;y refl ct upon thof t_in . ich the 0 e .. 
of th s countr ·ished to see per etu· d, on tho~e v· l t P. ' .ich 

they re rd d a. the arp • nd ·oof of' rneric . . de~tin • On c·n 

obse~--ve ho th s desir ble v l ve :or· .. t' A selv 8 tin 

the hi tory of eric ' one hun red Th t ie not 

an inconsiderable period oft e . Jn c v • the forces 

ich Jromise to )rotect or hie threaten t d tr al11 • 

At the outs~t, let me a ~e ti observ tion ,h.ch 

b li v i i Jort nt - that there a omet· .in diff ~ent , .r-om t'1 n 

i ue in th e tablishment o~ this e ocr~c~ in .. e ublic . i.ch e 

call the United St1 tes 01 ica . It i~tor:, i unl"ke the 

hietorJ of an other eo.l . I i ad; tinctl ne ph no e~ n. 

It V origi n, th ve~ nat re of Jts c ~o ·t·on • something 

different and those ho in t h ir iscussions like to m' e nalo ies -

one oeople or another , one n tion or not er OU t to bar i n 

n t1:n dee sive f ct . e Un ted J. tes of Am ric· , thi c untr , 
as born in rev 1 tion - the r t re t d ocrat ·c revol tion in 

the e t"rn orld . The principl s oft e eel ration of I de n enc 

wh· ch uh red ·n r vol i n, w not un no a aca emic bj ca 

tor discussi on among poet s , hiloeoph rs , chol r . But neTer 
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have t hey been used a act l found tion upon hich a c.- t b:Jilt . 

Th t ·as a unique, a ~tartlingl ne thing int s :orld. Fut rmo e 

no overnment up to that time in the ,;e t rn hemisph e s e. ta _i bed 

pon a constitution, 1 · l docu nt hich d~fine. ·' ov r ent 

might do and at the ~wue time ht -overrm!ent cannot do. 

And no sovereign independe t St~t had been t bli h 

before ha . time h ch w s com osed out o~ o ar e an 0 

sove eign independent St te. T e orld • ne 'ich ::-e 

f· sh ... oned out of conq e t, ·, s.r and co le ced ext nrnal D1 surP . 

But such a voluntar fusion or sovereign st: tes brought together 

from within - that, too, as Wli _ue t ng ·n the ol tic il his orr 

of mo.nKind. And · n, non· t in up to t tim never f hion d 

out of so man • different n· ·onalities, r 0 lig· ns, as t e Unit 

St· tes. Ar. 1 it is t h s uniq e raa~e-up, t . • uni e i to th t 1 s 

given to this countr a unique Jr iti n • 

.lmcrica i mot Am~rlc n hen it re. in true to his 

unique r d ion and it is le -- st m _·ic n h n it lips ck into 

»n the ruts ot the Old orld traditions, t 01 orld complex 

of ides nd convention from hich our fo ndin f th r s ht 

toe nci te t emselvee in t his ne c untr. 

h · t ma t herefore by ea· d to be er an _nt t hings 

:n ricrn life? What re the valu 8 h c 11 h gr t 1 rs 

o this countr ·anted to ee p man nt in n life? 

First of 11, I believe th,t it is t . e i jort nee of the 

individual, the dignit o~ the co· on an . ~lt hitm mo e ~ n 

an other Americ n . oet t ught the genius or A eric n emocr c . 



Ha 1as in Li terfi ture ih t Jefferson , ~· ncoln Pre in P litics .nd 

t i tesmanshi.. \'1·a.1t • t~n, n l.s re· . poem "Ch!Ut Democr ... tic" 

" n . orneath a'. are :ndi vidual . 
I s ·, Par noth:ng is good to me not· t .~t i nores ~ nd vi ualRt 
The Jnericc;.n compG.ct is ··.l to c.: t 1er i th indi viduo.l , 
The only government is th t ·hich m.kes minute o lndividuals, 
The vholo theor. · of the universo is dir:.ct d to one f'

0 ngl 
individual -- namelj, to You." 

The ge-old stru gle which had been going on for cent ries -

the strug le on the part of the indi vidua.l to escape th r·· p of the 

restricted life which thB accident of birth, for example, forces 

.:>n J"OU, the des;,er te s ·".,ruggle to dnstro t e fc.. al 11.and • co.p of 

class and cast, the struggle O- t he individual o be free, to 

live his own life, to fulfil h"meelf t~ he utm s t as a fully 

em.'- ncipated human being - this yet rning in the .,U.'lf. n race 

for centuries denied, frustr ted, inhibited, rec()ived in the e 

<w orld its consummation, its vindic, tion. Here fo tl-Jc lret time 

ev ry man became a sove ... eign because every an became e ual be ore 

the law. This constitution raised v .r;y individual to the maximum 

or independence and sov-reighty ossible in an or ani"ed societ)' 

and it did th t b levelling all men to one ciscipline of 

im9artial law. All speech privileges a
4
pe~tainin~ to bureaucr cy 

in the ld i orld • ,re outla ed here d around the e sov elgn 

rights of t he individual, around t hen l · d cl re integrit.1 of 

the individual, the Constitution built its fe oes to s fegua.rd the 

inalienable ri hte of man. It denied the overnment the right to 

restrict, to encroach upon t he sov8reign independe ce o the 

individual. 
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"Con rer-s shall make !!Q. law res ectinf , n t.:,' tabli h .. -n of 

religion, or prohibiting t he fr e ex rci e t n re ; o~ b idting the 

freedom of s eech or of the ressJ or t he ~i ht of t he 1eo~le p c 1 

to assemble and to etition th G vernment or a redres of riev ce •" 

An Agains 

"The enumeration in th Cont· uion o certa:n ri ht sh 1 

not b cont u d to deny o disp r ge oth rs re ined by the eool ." 

Yo don't realize toda - o~ c n't r . lize 

rev olutionar· docum nt th t , s. This i er.an .nt in e c n 

life. • men thut is destroyed, -.,hen the afG u ds r removed, 

t hese in lienable rights denied, denies fr edom, d ct inat~s 

• ainat citizens because of r 1. ion o r ce - en v rnm nts 

begin to encroach upon the American Jri ci le , A1 t1erica ce 

to AI erica. It sink c on t e rocks o · t he l ct o~ld. 

Tho second thing anent in A r'c n lif i the 

idea of ov nrnent by con ent nd not by con tr int, ov rnment 

b ersuasion and not by force, gov~rnment from ithin and not 

fro ithout. Tol ranee to thiQ 1rinciple is neces r and 

tremendously t1Jr% significant in our time~ . at o .s this e·n -

government by consent or by con traint? All J~o re~ . mu t -be 

chi v d through con ent, pe u· ion, from ··.:. thin and not t· rough 

c 1 traint, co pulsion in the 1 d? 
Old 

The xa■te?wo' ld ac ace Etomed to nforc d overn ent. 

The Old orld i accur-tomed to im oee regime, good or evil, pon 

the oeople . In that en e, F· cl m, azism and Communi m d~finitely 
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are Old 7orld roducts. The' 0 eeK to i oose a r eg me , n elr e le. 

Of course ev_ry one tlin<s it~ vern ent i bec.:t . T·1e s ... e' o 

impose b diet torsr-ip fro a· ov. t run count r to the 

Jrinciple v le of ric n eopl e. 

Our Constitution begins i th a pre ble n~ he ~ea . 'le 

begins ith these s·gnificant ordst "....!;!. the people of the ·n1ted 

t tes do ord in and e ublish thi Con titution o~ the rnited 

t ~t s of "rica. __§. not the~ l In our Deel ation e finds 

"gov nments are in t·tuted on men , derivin t ' eir ju-t po · s 

from t con nt of t he overned , - of a 1 t 1 g~verned , not of a 

cl ~·i thin, but of all th go·erned . 

And it is the mc;ric tradition, m • ~nds, thie 

principle of over ent b t, hich . en,.. in it~elf, 

hich muct not be"' cr:.fic d for • om .... i J!ledi te fE in ven if a 

hole ."ingdom of econo:-Jic ju~ ice .. ere offered to th Am' r can 

eople. Upon the F- er· ~ ce of or li ~rti e , the 

ith all is gloriee mur.t be r jected. It! better .lo in 

freedom tan L ift in slaver 1 

Fr Klin :". Lane, one of the J mb r of Presi .ent 

Roosevelt's Ca :net OJI rote in on of hi lovel lett i 

so r 1 of isdom and understanding: 

"This land is truly a 1 nd o"' promi e beoau e it m 

om 

be a lanri of fnltil Ant. It shoe the a b~ which ithout mu r 

and robbecy and cla~s h tred the • urnin up of h· t ha en, 

men ma go right on • ... 1ng e:: riment , and 'u· ling, .. 1 in oth -s 

riling, an le rning something .11 thA tim. 

"So, I'• tor Am ric, bec·u~e, i n·t onalization ot 



--
of either, or both, a_ e 1 to u a so t hin th .t vi 1 right 

anif ._ t ron 

t h t c iviliz 

c n tr~ ol· tion. An to c ~ ouit on t.e 

ion h don, b c·u ea t 'hr; t is : h d or m • not 

be r ell~ d or ealiz r le t od · , is to los .er p~ctiv a lane, 

and j · p ut oft e ir.do ec use he t i~s 0 0 roun n~ r un • 

Tis second thing ich ·~ ne anent n 

is no~ onl. art of .americ ide 1·· sm ut : 1 o -- rt of pra.ctic 1 

Am ric··n acity. ~ i c· geniu exc le int. or'rrm ti. ~or 

e> ~le, our scientific contri t:onr have een in h field o 

a >lied rather t han i n the abs r ~ct. . . urge iu e in th"c i ld 

have been t he i:<ii on, Bells •ri ht o t ~s r • er t han he 

Dar in, Cu ies n 'int in. 

American genius is not ut to vin ' ica om b~tr · t t heory of 

govarnm nt o some philoso. 'r o • hi to . It seeK to e.ch'eve 

practic'lly, thr ugh tr· land error, to b step, a happi r :a 

of livin for larger numb ~ of o l e . It b liev s th .t t his 

v r J flexible inetru. en lit~ of r '"'~ n de oc atic ave 11m nt 

• ithin consti tut : onal g -ranties ,nd 1·m·t tiona i~ t he andi ~t 

and best a~ to achieve t his de ired o 1. 

I t . ..._Ill( th t n nt value in ric n 

life is it q alit · of broad g n r~u oo · l or, tol ~ r.c . 

are a composite eo le ordic, La in, lav and lebre\. All 

had a hand n the discov ry, ex lor ition, ~ettlement and 

evelopment of thi coW1tr. This i nation made p 

entirely of immi r nt, nd ll . eopl a n 11 r· cc h ve 

oon ributed t o the m~terial an piritual r . of tJ count ·• 

t 
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.11 .:0 

freeclo ncl religiou tol r nc . T 

c e l re t o or h p 1.n thi' co tr., s the.: cons~: nces d • t · ,d . 

hen t.i.e~ nd t ho"e ho follo 

r bel ros . lo •• e d:i."'ive1 • 

other colon· ' • 

Desµite occ .,. . nul 

tenaenc .. to:' d 0 

rice'"' . So UC.1 

t. eltin s>Ot . n t' n r..;_d , 

Deople . nto nt:: r. .ti n lity, 

I o no • o. to .ha et n 

be credited . 

. n 

1 

0 

. , V 

th 

i 

th m b c ~ere:· i u 1 :ntol-_unt, 

e .. 'ile . T►i e ~ x.:. l "-0 .. 

p c,.. t 4e h b e u 1.tin d 

the ere ~ , ' , 

co .. t of ' !!l ic a 

cruc ' bl .e 

lv: :.; 
Gt , ... 1, t 'cul· i ~m..- • 

h t i o t · nt i'"" ( .. t ·t ~ b !.., • o::. 1.b_e .. ~or t ... e c nturi 

.L r rs of eo er- , r cc. to o:x.:. t t C: n n 

tne • And t hen i.. t h .., tr d' ti n ... ·~r ar or 

pol' ic ,l -i.l s . ... r . cin he ~ • 1 n • 

a ol en t hre ich runs t OU''.l . I . . ol ...;, ... tr~ of A 

. x· er enc • 

! 0 t h" c:1 u t , 1 ·nee, t hi r c~ .in 

-'- r Q ne hum--n •ot I r o b ed no on bloo or ere d or --c 

ut upon .. ·Ji it, pon n OJ ·,lt ~ - t . t too . n m r 

ju i .. o-: t :n 'riD en t. n C n 1 Pa 
OJ . t . ~ t is 

one, t • it ·i 1 h ve a arted . ro '1e er· c o .. le. 

L tl, r eg· rd the ide of po ... t it a "'o.not hing 

rman ... nt n r ic n life, fr t n open contin nt fr 

governm nt gave our eople a sens of li tle s opportunity. All 
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the luic s of humz... ner~ • ero open d i . n rurhec. r h o con u • 

Tol r nee • e , . ver th 3 .olo coun r • li·e bee me :re , n 'Ac ou 1 

ente pr'sin . e my h from the lo -ca in to t. e '.:. te-ho ,·o" • not • 

m th at 11. Ad "·rm bootblac · - oy ,. t e t of 

corpor tion or th::, na .. d o.. • b nk" - tl ·t, .00, 1 e no.J,. t 

It ·as like D vol~ no pou in .ut ·ts_ v . N v 1 t e orl 

seen s ch an e oic outbur t o.' ur1- ,. c. .e } lL n energ:' aS • n tl·e 1, st 

hund~el ya s •rm re , 

countr · m e • s ible 

om this cot.i tr •. n ncr .. in:. lt 

, rous n .•111 zin j n ventio . . ·hi 1 , . L., 

perc 1- te tl m to vet. t he. s ev a of li vi g 

in an p·rt ot 1 n ld, in 1 h L • t r· • .1. , t, too , • s ,1e ..,n 

re t m=:rican ~tion - to roduce to 1th a • 

;,rel de t t good life . ; n hi9 es t"rom 

t 

lco 

· h 

e~ nt r s el·mtn ed , 

ex.r tence, 

sp.rrit of 

• ss s co 9 t ~ fee 

r~cur ent un m lo ent ·n 

eric ill lso vanish id ·n ·t 

fLe 

·n, curit , n t 

of 

e Old .orld - sour, r~. ntf l d" content . Ten re lt ills tin. 

It i therefor of s pr 

a ense of econo ic , ell-bin , 

ort nc t iv Am ic 

o h t t e 

note h ;)8 hich so ch cteri t· c in 1 re , ... Jr 

not a a ir . 

T e f o r thin ar t e · c ich Gd be o e' on ic . 

The c on an as rais din ignit; V d in r e o J 

: ri tu 1 L ot .e,. .. hood; w • exalt din ne c ven nt of 

11 e ·as ace br: t ith th romise of o Jortunit . 

o· n 



, 

I do not an t o~. , of co~ r-e, t, t lif 1 C t. 

r.I'hat would b a . ool s h " to , .. u~ • uc .; our 1 • e ic i 

ormle s, crud , t h l e., s . Ou_ c.:. i e e c ·-'e t ut t he. re 1 n-le • ur 

1 i Em t'!e, + .; ic not 1. . • r"bu .., d . cl-in .... 
V ,. pro .L -

4 ant·c, b crush +. iv'd !11 . ... h re ng r i 07 t .ion "- • 

d cult l regi ent ion , of eool b • n :r v·cti ized . J..1.·-- )01 • tic1- l 

ideals .. re high bu our olltios and OU p 1 ic_ans XD so te - t• 1 to 

u e up to then. T. e (., ' i o ... c .. 0 
,.. 

··or ho in t tID( 

o~r r e in tit tions. i ·ae l l ..... rn ~ --n crir. ill ur . - ✓ ~--· 

i t. 

But he~e is, bee· e of t he , ~- ce 
' 

C!!. e OL t e .. l u ... 

hich we hope are erma nt in e ic n - t : e e i a.:nazin re-

cup~ ative o er of re en • tion, ... elf'-r .v .. .ce , . el t -improv e .t an ref r. a-

-'-· on ~n :-ri lif' • 

ac 1 20, in gl · hm--m h ,4 t is to ~ a· bu c&.: 

"In h O.lr u rt,, of th --lobe , ho r c· 0 ? 

o- 0 an pLy? or loo~ t , n Jim ic • ... ct J. e or ... tue? . .., 

'hat no th orld yet o ·e to h• r.i ci ,, ., -._ ns or .. u eonc? I t 

ne u anc s V t he-'r ~h i ts ('!cov r e ? or h-t l d on C:! e.1 analyz d? .. . 

hat n con tell ve be n b, el_rco :> , . 0 - '°"" LC"ns? 

h t have t l1 y done in t h ma ic ? .,o rin _ out 0 • m. c·n 1 ... ~ e ? or ... , 
' 8 

rom AmPric n es? or e r raeri coat or or.n ? 0 Pleep n 

m r·can 1 , et s? Finall, under ·l ic f he 01 · t r ni-:· 1 rm1ente 

of Europe iC' V r sixth ,~n a l._ve, ho l s f ello .-c e tur , 
nd ell, d tort '" 

This as r itt n in 1820. An to 0 tor th r ion 0 C D .. 

an er - yes . The worl rad Amer ·can boOi<. • world lo ll)OD 

er c n painting nd st tue. e worln 1 d o e much to the 
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Am ricar1 9hyeicians, em . ts ,1 n~ inventors. T 

?roducts o:" . 1 kin s . Our slr- ve y h~B been abolish d. An F• 11 

Jo&sible for ue to correct deficienciee , to ::1u{e stra~g1J +,~:a t •1hich 

is cro :Ked, to .:>regress, to experiment. Th re ~re de icienc·e~, 

ehortcominbs . And t;1ey 're nmn.,t. If ·;:e pre~erve he golden .)on 

Th _e is nothin ,,i thin nu.man poc: . t ' . 1 ,J .. ~ !. t ·' t ttir- g e t 

nation of ours cannot do i it cets .L •. <: 
v ... !Lina t do it th ough the 

instrum ntelities :rdc 1 r 
1F·r· 1 t.ne -1. t hi .0 ~ i n Lmerlc .. n 1

. ,,, 
<. e V Le . 

e ~et ou to t e.t w!l·· ch h ul d be d ne ot 

con ... ,..nt, t l .,r n,..e, ppo_ tuJ1it~, _o .. , 1 - 1m.1. t ro· ·h Old !orld 

methods of cla •, s s~ -1m;La , cl ss l ~tre , d Jstruc .! .. on of 

• et.-t or,;;'L • ps - :e s:wl des ro , 

.=1.s lovli rt in Amcri C n li e . 

h-9n 
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In the four ~uarters of the globe, who reads an 
American book? or goes to an American play? or looks 
at an American picture or statue? What does the 
world yet owe to American ph sicians or surgeons? 
~hat new substances have their chemists discovered? 
or what old ones have they analyzed? What new constella­
tions have been discovered by the telescopes of Americans? 
ha t have they done in mathematics? Viho drinks out 

of -Amer ican glasses? or eats from American plates? 
or v.ears American co&ts or gowns? or sleeps in American 
blankets? Finally, under which of the old tyrannical 
governments of Europe is every sixth man a slave, whom 
his fellow-creatures may buy, and sell, and torture? 

~e r Smith, Review of Seybert's 
Annals of the United States. 
Edinburgh Review, Jan., 1820 

There's freedom at thy gates and rest 
For Earth's down-troddenand oppressed, 
A shelter for the hunted head, 
For the starved laborer toil and bread. 

Bryant, Oh Mother of a Might y Race 

A~LJIP1--.Q.l....:L.D..11~~t.I:.etpE:d \ of eve\v nation. 

at\ c Plat\ onn, 1856 



, 
·~1erne? h nl l nre indi,i~un_s , 
I ,.,7ear o .inr it c~, me y,-.,,, t . .., jr,_n res 
... •u~ r:iericnr. c nae i~ ltor:;etl.._r • t1 .. i divi 

111 "'1e ""l e- t • t t l • • , 
.1.., o, .... : r;overnm'- n ... c- r,, w.:l.c rn~z:e T..:..nute 
~

1n :l ole th r ... o: t'.e un·. · er.-.e ic- dire 
ind.i·J"id· al--. melv , t Ycu. 

nd i -,ri rlual.,. l 
'1 ~, 

. . . . . Thi 1 n ~ i ~ t 
b ,. 1·· ... : fulf .:..1m t. 

71:lV . 
I ut 

r er nnrl r bbery c ... s ur.i 
1, <"! e£ n , ~en a~r c·, r.: ht on m, :.:::::.n ·- , .. n.ili. , 
,, r1· .... (' ,I. r rl "' • 1 • 1 • 
, ..... .., J • .1- c- ') • • : __ n{:, c • • e:1rn n 

s ..... , ' ·• f !' A er.:..c , be 'l''ce, .:.f nn:1•ion 
s r:, • " ·l·i~e e: e ri r1 ntr. t0 . , ·-:: , no ore c· ?. !' 

- ro,. m· di-ir- t:.e:i, if !)"r itl .'1 i n::?.li:>"?. i()n f ei ·.Pr, r 
bn "h, a J enls o us P" r: me ; .; 1 rie,htt ":itu~ifes r n -. , 

• t ... :1 , ol • ti n . t cr.r n i c- o.. . e be tr r t 
C • ... bP au e all tnr i •i shed. :f r :r.~ n'1 t 

' n : m 
r, ~ _ i ..,n.ble to··?, , is t0 lo C!e er pee ti ve rind bnl ce , 

,. tne uin~o· ber.cuse tle ~t,ir eo roun~ nn r,.!.YJ. . 

}r:mk_in K. Lnne -._ -

"Congress shall make no law respectin n ePtablishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exer ise the~eof ; or a ridging the freedom 
of speech or of the pres ; ~r the right of the people peaceabl 
to as emble and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances . " 

And again Article IX 

"The enumeration in the Constitution r cert' in righ s shall not 
be construed t o den or disparage othrs retained by the people" . 
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When e spoke of what is permanent in character and in 

civilization e spo~e with a certa:n degree of confidence, because 

there is a great deal of case material upon which to base concl sions. 

Ea~h has a long history bac< of it. There ias rich data available , 

for America is, relatively speaking , a recent phenomenon. One is 

hardly justified on the basis of our knowledge of the past to 

oro. hecy what is likely to be permanent in American life in the 

future . One can only reflect upon those thins hich the founders 

of this country wished to see perpetuated , on those val es hich 

they regarded as the arp 3nd oof of hmeric~n destiny. One can 

obse ve how these desirable values have worked themselves out in 

the history of America's one hundred fifty ears. That is not 

an inconsiderable period of time. ne can al o surveJ the forces 

which promise to ~rotect or which threaten to destro these value. 

At the outset, let me maxe this observ·~tion which I 

believe is im ortant - that there was somet~ing different, something 

unioue in the establishment of this democracy in a Republic ~hich we 

call the United St tes of Am rica. Its history is unlike the 

histor ' of an other people . It is a distinctly ne phenomenon . 

Its very origin, the very nature of its composition is something 

different and those who in their discussions like to ma e analogies -

one people or another, one nation or another - o ht to bear in 

mind this decisive fact. The United States of America this country, 

was born in revolution - the first great democratic revol tion in 

the testern iorld. The principles of the Declaration of Inde endence 

h:ch ushered in revol tion, were not unkno n as academic subjects 

for discussion among poets, philosophers, schol· rs. But never 
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have they been used as actual foundations upon which a State was built. 

Tha t was a unique, a startlingly new t hing in the world. Furthermore 

no government up to that time in the r estern hemisphere was established 

upon a constitution, a legal document :which defined what government 

might do and at the same time what government cannot do. 

And no sovereign independent State had been established 

before that time which was composed out of so large a number of 

sovereign independent Sta tes. The world knew of empires which were 

f ashioned out of conquest, war and coalesced external pressure. 

But such a voluntary fusion of sovereign states brought together 

from within - that, too, was a unique thing in the political history 

of mankind. And a-gain, no nation up to that time was ever fashioned 

out of so many different nationalities, religions, as the United 

States. And it is this unique make-up, this unique history that has 

given to this country a unique tradition. 

America is most American when it remains true to this 

unique tradi tion and it is least American when it slips back into 

tiuct the ruts of the Old World traditions, the Old Vforld complex 

of ideas and conventions from which our founding f athers sought 

to emancipate themselves in this new country. 

What may therefore by said to be permanent things 

in American life? What are the values which all the great leaders 

of this country wanted to see permanent in American life? 

First of all, I believe that it is the importance of the 

individual, the dignity of the common man. ialt hitman more than 

any other American poet taught the genius of American democracy. 

\ 

V 
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He has in Literature what Jefferson and Lincoln were in Politics and 

tc1.tesmanship. 'alt Whitman, in his gre&.t poem "Cha'.Its Democratic" 

says: 

"Underneath all are individuals 
I s ·1ear nothing is good to me nm that ignores individuals t 
The American compact is altogether ith individuals, 
The only government is that which makes minute of individuals , 
The whole theory of the universe is directed to one single 

individual -- namely, to You." 

The age-old struggle which had been going on for centuries -

the struggle on the part of the individual to escape the trap of the 

restricted life which the accident of birth, for example, forces 

' on you, the desperate struggle to destroy the fatal handicaps of 

class and cast, the struggle of the indi idual to be free, to 

live his own life, to fulfil himself to the utmost as a fully 

emancipated human being - this yearning in the human race 

for centuries denied, frustrated, inhibited, received in the New 

·orld its consummation, its vindication . Here for the first time 

every man became, sovereign because every man became e~ual be~ore 

the la~ . Th· constitution raised ever individual to the maxiwum 

of independence and sovereighty possible in an organized society 

and it did that b levelling all men to one discioline of 

impartial law All speech privileges appert ininr to bureaucracy 

in the Old •orld ~ere outla~ed here and around these sov reign 

ri hts of the individual, around the neily declared inte rit~ of 

the individual, the Constitution built its fences to afegu rd the 

inalienable rights of man. It denied the overrun nt the right to 

restrict, to encroach upon the sovereign independe ce of the 

individual. 
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"Congrer shall make no law respectine- an est bli hrnent of 

reli ion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abr i dging the 

freedom of speech or of the press; or the right of the oeople peacearly 

to assemble and to petition the Government for a redress of grievance." 

And gain: 

"The enumer~tion in the Constituion of certain rights shall 

not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people." 

You don't realize toda - you can't realize toda;y what a 

rev olutionar document that v;as . This i permanent in American 

life. ,ben that is destroyed, when the safeguards are removed, 

these inalienable rights denied, denies freedom, discriminate 

~gainst citizens because of religion or race - ~hen governments 

begin to encroach upon these American principles, America ceases 

to America. It sinks back on the rocks of the Old " orld. 

The second thing permanent in American l ife is the 

idea of government by consent and not by con traint, government 

b · 9ersua ion and not b force, government from 'Vlithin and not 

from without. Tolerance to this principle is necessary and 

tremendousl _. significant in ollr times. What does this men -

government by con ent orb con traint? All orogress mus t be 

achieved through consent, pe suasion, from vii thin and not through 

cons t r int, .compulsion in the land? 
Old 

The a 1 J ;Tworld \', as accustomed to enforced government . 

The Old orld is accustomed to impose regimec, good or evil, upon 

the people . In that sense, Fascism, Nazism and Communism definitely 
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are Old World products . They seek to impose a regime, on their people. 

Of course every one thinks its government is best. They seek to 

impose b:, dictatorship from above. Th·: t runs counter to the 

principle values of American people . 

Our Constitution begins with a preamble and the preamble 

begins with these significant v'ords: "We the people of the United 

~tates do ordain and establish this Constitution of the United 

States of America." We not theyt In our Declaration we find: 
- 1 -

"governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powc s 

from the consent of the governed", - of all the governed , not of a 

class within, but of all the governed. 

And it is the American tradition, my friends, this 

principle of government by consent, which i an end in itself, 

which must not be sacrificed for some i ediate gain, even if a 

whole Kingdom of economic justice were offered to the Ameri ran 

people . Upon the sacrifice of our liberties, the whole Kingdom 

with all its glories must be rejected. It is better slow in 

freedom than swift in slaveryl 

Franklin K. Lane, one of the members of President 

Roosevelt's C~binet Jdm wrote in on~ of his lovely letters 

so full of wisdom and understanding: 

"This land is truly a land of promise because it may 

be a land of fulfilment. It shows the way by which without murder 

and robber - and class hatred and the burning up of what has been, 

men may go right on making experiments, and failing, making others 

abd failing, and learning something all the time. 

nso, I'm for America, because, if nationalization of 
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of either, or both, a ~peals to us as something that v.ill right 

ruanif es t wrongs, we can tr&· that solution. And to cry oui ts on the best 

that civilization has done, becau e all that is wished for may not 

be re lized or realizable today, is to lose perspective and b'lance, 

and jump out of the window because the stairs go round and round." 

This second thing which is permanent in American life 

is no onl part of American idealism but also part of practical 

American sagacity. American genius excels in the pragmatic. For 

e>ample, our scientific contributions have been in the field of 

a ;,,>lied r ather than in the abstract. Our geniuses in this field 

have been the 1disons, Bell 1right Broth rs rather than t he 

Dar ins, Curies and Ein~teips. 

American genius is not out to vindicate some abstr ct theory of 

government or some philosoph) of history. It seeks to achieve 

practically, through trial and error, step by step, a happi~r wa 

of living for a larger number of people . It believes that this 

VeIJ flexible instrument lity of a free and democratic government 

~ithin constituti onal guaranties and limi tions is the handiest 

and best way to achieve this desired goal. 

I think that the third permanent value in Am -;rican 

life is its quality of broad generous gegdz b1~, tolerance. • e 

are a composite people - Nordic , Latin, ~lav and Hebre. All 

had a hand in the discovery , exploration, settlement and 

development of this countr. This is nation made up 

entirely of immigrants, and all peoples and all races have 

con ributed to the material and piritual gro th of this country. 
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wfan.,.• religious groups make up the mosaic of America. fe have reli ious 

freedom and religious tolerance. Those ~~o firct ettled Mass chu ettes 

came here to worship in this country as their consciences dictated. 

hen they and those who followed them became religiousl;; intolerant, 

rebels r rose ~ho i·ere driven into exile. These exile~ establi hed 

other colonies. 

Despite occasional lapses there has been a sustained 

tendency toward good vill, cooperation between these groups, creeds, 

race. o much so that some h ve come to speak of ~merica as 

the melting pot in the orld, the great crucible which melts a~l 

peoplesinto one nation~, dissolving all their particulari m. 

(r do not know to what extent this myth of the melting pot should 

be credited. 

hat is important is tat it has been po~sible fort o or hree centuries 

for numbers of people~, races, to exit ··thout rious friction among 

them. And then there is the trcdition of America for an as lum for 

political exiles. American is the mother of exiles. Th th s been 

a golden thread ·:hich runs through the whole tape tr)' of Americ n 

e}...perience. 

No this spacious , generous tolerance, this outreac.ing 

for a new human brotherhood based not on blood or creed or race 

but upon spirit, upon common human lo alty - that too in my 

judgment is something permanent in American life. lhen that is 

gone, the spirit ill have departed from the Americ n people. 

Lastly, I reg::·rd the idea of op11ortunit as something 

permanent in American life, a free and open continent d a free 

government gave our people a sense of limitless opportunity. All 
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the sluices of human energ were opened wide nd men rushed forth to conquer. 

Toler ance swept over the whole count r y . American life became free, audaci ous, 

enterprising. The myth "from the log-cabin to the hite-house" is not a 

myth at all. And "from bootblac r or messenger-boy t o the president of a 

corporation or the head of a bank" - that, too, as not a myth but a fact. 

It ·as like a volcano pouring out its lava. Never has the orld 

seen such an heroic outburst of unl eashed human energy as in the l ast 

hundred years or more as from this country. The increasing ~ealth of the 

country made possible by numerous and amazing inventions which ealth also 

percolated down to the masses, gave to the masses a s t andard of living unknown 

in any part of the orld, in all history. That, too, has been art of the 

greet American tradition - to produce v·ealth and to sh re Palth as a 

prelude to ta the good life. And when this element vanishes from 

American life, when in place of this, when thes e elements are eliminated, 

when the masses come t o feel that they are condemned to a fixed economic 

~e, t o recurrent unempl o ent and ~ermanent insecurity, t hen the 

spirit of America ill also vanish and in its place will come the s pi r it of 

the Old ·iorld - sour, resentful discontent. Then revolt will set in. 

It is therefore of supreme importance t o give to American l ife 

a sense of economic well-being, a sense of economic security so tha t the 

note of hope hich was so characteristic in Americ n life, of 9romise and 

not despair. 

These f our things are the gr aces which God bestowed on America. 

The common man as raised in dignity; a government established in freedom; 

man was exalted inane KmDJl:t covenant of spi ritual brotherhood; 

life was made bright with the promise of opportunity. 
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I do not man to sa, of course, that American life is perfect. 

That would be a foolish thing to sa. There is much in our life which is 

formless, crude, ruthless. Our cities re gre(t but the ' are plan-les . Our 

we 1th is:munense, but it is not properly distributed. Our machin s are 

gigantic, but ma crush the individual. There is a danger of standardization 

and cultural regimentation, of people being victimized. Our politic 1 

ideals are high but our politics and our politicians x:nt so often fail to 

measure up to them. There are forces of recction at work hoping to undermine 

our free institutions. The ·e is widespread lawlessness and crime in our 

midst. 

But there is, becau e of these graces, because of these values 

hich we hope are oermanent in American life - there is an amazing re­

cuperative po~er of regener tion, self-reverence, self-improvement and reforma­

tion in American life. 

Back in 1820, an Englishman had this to sa about America: 

"In the four quarters of the globe, ·ho re, ds n American book? 

or goes to an American play? or looks at an American oicture or f tatue? 

hat does the world yet owe to Am ric n physicians or surgeons? What 

ne sub tances have their chemists discovered? or hat old on shave they analyzed? 

hat new constellations have been discovered b) the telescopes of mericans? 

~hat have the done in mathematics? Who drinks out of Americ n glasses? or eats 

from American plates? or wears American coats or go ns? or sleeps in 

Amer: can blankets? Finally, under which of the old tyrannical goverhments 

of Europe is every sixth man a sl ve, whom his fello -creatures ma buy, 

and sell, and torture?" 

This was ritten in 1820. And to most of these oue ions you can 

ansVler - yes. The world reads American books. The orld looks upon 

merican paintings and statue. The world alr 0 ady oves much to the 
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Am --rican physicians, chemists and inventors. The world uses American 

products of all kinds . Our slavery has been abolished. And all 

because in American life there are these graces which made it 

possible for us to correct deficiencies , to make straight that which 

is crooked, to progress, to experiment. There are deficiencies , 

shortcomings. And they are many. If we preserve the golden boon 

of these gifts, these permanent values, we shall reawaken anew. 

There is nothing ithin human possibili ty that this great 

nation of ours cannot do if it sets its mind to do it through the 

instrumentalities which are permanent things in American life. When 

we set out to that which should be done, not thro gh these 

instrumentalities - the rights of the individual, government bl 

consent, tolerance, opportunity for all - but through Old World 

methods of class struggle, class hatred, destruction of 

constitutional aranties and dictatorships - we shall destroy, 

in the rocess, all tha t which was lovliest in American life. 




