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"T LEGEND OF THE BU ED C DELABR " 
A Chanukah Sermon 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda morning, December 5, 1937 



The mosts cred symbol in the religion of our people is 

the !enorah, the seven-branched candelabrum. It i the oldest Silllbol. 

It as fashioned by Bezalel for oses and was in the wandering sanctuary 

in the wilderne s before the Children of Israel came to Palestine. The 

design of the enorah is described in great detail twice in the Book 

of ~xodus and again in the Book of Number. 

This same Menorah was i n the First Temple, the Temple 

which King olomon built at Jerusalem. It stood in the Hol~ of Holies 
the 

and its light shone from the table of/ Shrewbo rd and from the 

ltar of Incense. The same enorah, or one similar unto it, as in 

the econd Temple. There was a legend that the Priests hid the 

~enorah just before the Fir t Temple as estroyed and all trace 

of it was list. 

There was a Menorah standing in the ~me Hol of Holies 

in the econd Temple. It is the oil of tha Menorah which was found 

in a little cruze after the Temple had been desecr~ted b the reeks 

which miraculously was enough to last eight days that was respon ible, 

so sa the Rabbis in the Talmud, for the celebration of this Festival 

of Chanu~ah. 

When Titus destroyed the Second Temple, all the precious 

vessals in the mple ~ere carried away from the Temple to Rome to be 

dis layed in a triumphal procession. Among these ~recious objects 

vas the enorah. Titus had a great Arch built in the Cit of Rome 

to commemorate his victory over Judea. n the inside of the Arch, on 

the alls of the Arch he carved the figures of Jewish captives who ere 

returning in triumphant procecsion mt and one of them carried on his 
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shoulder a 1' enorah. The Arch of Titus still s tands in t he City of home 

one of the best preserved monuments of ancient Rome. So holy was this 

enorah that a gre_t deal of legend and mystery developed around it, 

quite naturally. The Rabbis said that the denorah was fashioned 

out of one solid rock of gold. The gold was fashioned out of the 

Heavenly fires, out of the vhite, red, and black fires of creation. 

The seven branches of the enor ah symbolized the seven da s of 

creation and the light of the 1 enorah came from the light of Heaven. 

The enorah came to symbolize the faith of Is r~el for the Menorah gave 

forth light and light is the symbol of our faith and light is the 

grea-bst attribute hich one can apply to God. "The Lord is my Light." 

"God is t he light and soul of man." The soul of man is of the light 

of God." 

tefan Zveig a well- nown riter, who has written so 

many other fine and understanding books on Je , ish life, notably among 

which is the great drama "Jeremiah", utilized this very symbol of the 

Menorah and built around it a legend which he called "The Buried 

Candelabrum". The Menorah having moved with Israel into exile 

from Jerusalem to Rome became, also, a symbol of the people in its 

wanderings, in its obscure destiny, its outreaching for light, 

for things of the soul. The return of the enorah to Jerusalem became 

the s mbol of the ret rn of Israel to its home. The rich poetic fancy 

of the author plays upon this theme in gre t tenderness, ·th 

great rev~rence and giv s s a very movin~ tory as artistic as any 

of the legends whichChr·siendom, for example, has built around the 

story of the "Quest of the Holy Grail" or r und the argo y and the 

fr the Golden Fleece." 
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It is the year 455 of the Common Era and Gense ic and his 

Vandals are sacking the City of Rome. The great Roman Empire is in 

its last throes of desecration, de ~ay. Systematically these Van rls 

are striping the Cit of ome of all its remaining wealth, "sine 

ferro et igne", without fire, without sword, quite systematically 

the Vandals go through the streets, houses, temples of ome and 

car a ay to be loaded on ships which which ¼ill carry all the 

treasures of the oman Empire to Carthage. 

The Jews of Rome assembled in the house of one of their 

number on the left bank of the Tibre and they are praying. They 

are wrapped in bite shrouds praying,fe~rful of hat might haopen. 

In that pr a erful host of people t re apper• rs a J e 

re nus ben illel who is aster of the I pe ial int rho tells 

them that the have found it. une of t he peo le turns to him and 

k lip as s, , t is it they have found". "They have found the a~enorah 

which had been hidden in the Treasury of home nd the andals 

are about to carry it awa to Carthage. He himself had begged 

Genseric to permit the Jews to keep the enorah, and had said 

that the Jews were ready to pay ten fold the weight of the enorah 

in old. He as refu ed. But he persusted. He was beaten and thrown 

out. ,hat must be done now? 

In the midst of this assembly thee arises an old man 

eighty years old - Rabbi Eliezer who says that the Jews must go ith 

the enorah. " en the insignia of God ander, we must •• and er 

likewise." But only the old must go for the young must remain to 

carr on. nly men over seventy, and of them, if ther e are ten, they 

must go ith the enorah an ith them mu t go one young child, one oung 

lad who has to bear itness to the next generation. He wi 1 set eyes 

on the enorah. That night, Rabbi Eliezer, ten elders and the little lad 
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of seven set out on the road to Portus, one of them carrying the precious 

holy enorah. Through the night and the dawn they wandered. 

Rabbi Eliezer takes occasion to explain to the little 

lad the meaning of the . . enorah and the reason for the strange 

migration in the night. 

" le ·alk along an ancient road, my child, on hich 

our fathers and forefathers walked in days of yore. In ages past we 

were a nation of wanderers, as we have become once more, and as e are 

perhaps destined to remain until the end of time. ot like the 

other peoples have we lands of our own, where e can grow and harvest 

our crops. •e move continually from place to place; and when e die, 

our graves are dug in foreign soil. Yet scattered though we are, 

flung like reers into the furrows from north to south and from east 

to hest, we h· ve remained one people, united as is not other, held 

together by our God and our faith in him. Invisible is thetie which 

binds us, the invisible God. I o~, child, that this asseth 

your understanding, for at your tender age you can grasp only the 

life of the senses, which Jerceive nothing but the corporeal , that ,,hich 

can be seen, touched, or tasted, like earth Rnd vood and stone and brass . 

For th t ver j reason the Gentiles, being children in mind, h ve made 

unto themselves go .s of wood and stone and metal. ,e alone, we of the 

~hosen People , have no such t angible and visible gods (~hich we call 

idols) , but an invisible God whom we know with an understanding that 

is above the senses. All our afflictions have come from this urge 

which drives us into the suprasensual, which maAes us perpetual 

seekers for the invisible. But tronger i s he who relies upon the 

invisible rather than on the visible and the palpable, since the latter 



-5-

perisheth, whereas the former endureth forever. Spirit is in the 

end stronger than force. Therefore, and therefore alone, little 

Benjamin , have ·e lived on trough the ages , outlustin time beciuse 

~e are pledged to the timele~s, and only because ve have een lo al 

to the invisible God has the invisible God kept faith with us. 

"' Child, the e v,ords of mine ,7ill be tto deep for you . 

ften and often we elders are troubled because the God and the 

Ju tice in whom e believe are not visible in this our world . Still, 

even though you c~nnot no~ underrt nd me , be not therefore troubled, 

but go on listening.• 

"' I listen, Rabbi," murmured the boy, bashful but 

ecs c:tic . 1 

"'Filled with this faith in th invisible , our fathers , 

and forefathers moved on through the ~orld . To convince themselves 

of their ov,n belief in this invisible God v ho never disclosed himself 

to their yes d of whom no ima e may be graven, our ~ncestors made 

them a sign. For narro is our understanding; the infinite is 

beyond our comprehension. Onl) from time to time does a shadow of 

the divine cast itself into our life here below. Fitfully and feebly 

a li ht from God's invi ible countenance illumines our darkne s. 

Hence, that 1e ma be ever reminded of our dut to serve the 

invi ible, which is justice and eternity and grace e made the 

furniture of the Tabernacle, where God as unceasingl wor hipped -

made a Lampstand, called the t1enor , who e seven lamps burned 

unceasin ly; nd an altar lhereon the hetbread was peretually rene,,ed. 

!isunder and me not. Thee 1ere not rep·~sen ~tions of the divine 

essence, such as the he tnen impiousl fashion. The hol em lems te tified 

to our eternall watchful faith ; and thersoever we \·antlered through 
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the world, the furnishings of the Hol Place andered ~·th us. Enclosed 

in the ArK of t)ae Covenant, they ·rnre s c.1. fegu rded in a Tabernacle, 

hich our fore the s, homele r s as are ·e t his ni ht, bo:re v. ith them 

on their shoulders. :hen the Taber acle with its sacred furni tire 

r ested, we like ise rested; ,hen it as moved onw~rd, ·e follovi ed. 

Resting or journeying, b da~ orb: ni ht, for t hou~ands of years 

we Jews thronged r ound thi~ Holy of Holies; and s lone- as we 

or serve our sense of its sanctit 1 , so long, even though disper sed 

amonf t he he· then, e shall remain d united people.' 

"'No~ listen. Among the furnishings of th Holy Pl~ce 

ere the Alt r of the he bread, hich also bore the frui s of the 
of 

ecrth in due seaso; the Vessels from wni ch clouds/incense roe to 

heaven; and the TablPs of ~tone whereon God ha ritten his Commandments. 

But the mot conspicuous of all the furnitur e as & Lamp and vhose 

lamps burned unce s i ngl ~ to thro • li ht on the lt&r in the Hol of 

holies. For God love t he light v,hich he kindled; and we made t is 

La1.1pstand in gr ti tude for the light which he bes to :ed on us to gl c.dden 

our eyes. Of pure gold, of eaten .-·ork, was the Lamp t nd cunningly 

fashioned. even-bra ched as it, having a central stem and three 

branches on each side, ever one with a bo 1 m de like unto an almond 

with a knop and a flower , all beaten ork of pure gold . rhen the 

seven lamps were lighted, each li ht rose bove its golden flo ,era, 

all t e~ten work of pure gold . w.hen it burned before us on the Sabbath, 

our souls became temples of aevotion . No other symbol on earth, 

therefore, i so dear to us as this even- ranched Lampstand , and 

nerever you find a Jew who continues to cheri h his faith in the 

Holy One of Israel, no matter under which of the ·inds of heaven his 
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house t ands, you ill find in tha t house a model of the wenorah lifting 

its seven branches i n prayer.'" 

So he oroceeds to tell Benj ar:-1in hor· this Menorah 

was like the greats bol of the faith of the invisible and the 

great spirit of Isr~el and he proceeds to tell him the hole history 

of the Menorah from the time of Bezalel and Moses t o their own time. 

The finally come to Portu and see the . enorah loaded up to the 

boat. The little boy, Benjamin, agitated b; all tha t he had he rd 

duri g the night, t ears him~elf a a r from his elders and att cks 

the slave who carries the .enorah t o the gangpl nk. TheJ fall in 

a scuffle and his arm is broken. Benjamin lives t r.roughout his 

life with a withered arm. The ship ails 

t o an unknown and obscure testiny. 

ay beyond the horizon 

And the le end goes on to tell ho they ars rolled 

on with thf' strange compan who wandered th t night from Rome to 

Portus - how finally none ere left . All were gathered to their 

fathers. Only Benjamin remains, now aver ancient man, eighty 

ears old. Death had spared him. He had seen kingdoms rise 

and fall but he himself survived . To waht end? He knew not . They 

called him the man of the bitter oul because he had come through 

life ith a withered a rm hi ch had touched the .enorah . Because 

he had seen the :enorah and because he as the sole urvivor of 

tho e ho had seen the 1,enorah, he as someho linked up to the 

enorah and with its return home . 

On the inth Da of Ab, the J es ere a sembled in 

the cemeter to mourn over the graves of their forefathers as well 

as to mourn over the destruction of the Temple . A tran er appears 

in their midst and brings the st rtling ne s th t the Lmperor of 
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By~antium had &ttacked Carthage and had taKen all the bo ty and had 

carried it to Constantinople. mong the boot carried awa.., as the 

Menorah . The enorah is again wandering across these to an 

unknown destiny. And Benjamin knows no~ why God h d spared him . 

He who saw the beginning must now see the end. He must go to 

B zantium to redeem the enorah. The Jews of Rom send a young 

man along with Benjamin and _ave him gold and silver with v,hich 

to buy bac.· the lenorah. They collected money of all the Jews 

in the diaspora to redeem the 11enorah and just as eight eyers 

before a compan of Jes set out from Rome so again they set 

out in quest of the enorah. 

Benjamin comes to B zantium. He is in the circus 

when the great proce sion m rches in. Amon the ooc ~es~ions 

is the li1enorah, still unchanged as invincible as of old. His 

soul cries out "Ours, our, for all eternityt" 

He goes to the synagog at Pera . The syna og is c1·m\ded 

with Jews Not alone from that city but from nei hboring cities as well . 

Envoys had been sent from the neighboring cities. They had heard that 

Benjamin was on ~ay ix to redeem the Jenorah hich he had seen eighty 

~ears before. Surely the essiah must be t hand . Perhaps Ben·amin 
the 

was the forefunner of the Messiah. They kiss/ki:a hem of hi ga rment. 

Benjamin is al~rmed. He came here to see ~hat had 

happened to the enorah. He cannot perform miracles . But he is 

heartened b~ the fact th t Zechariah, a goldsmith at the Treasur, 

had succeeded in doin V.'hat eemed to be impossible - he had rran ed 

an audience for Benjamin with the emperor. enjamin a .Jpe· red before 

the Emperor. He brings him a gift taken from the site of the old 
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Temple of Solomon. He had heard that the emperor .as a out to 

build a church of t. Sophia. He brings him as a ift of good · ill 

the stone to be placed in the foundation of the church. In return 

he asks for the return of the -ienorah for v· • ch the .J e s ·ould be 

glad to y even ten times its v·eight in gold . 

The emporer is bored. He di c::like the J e-: s. He 

di likes all religions not of his :·ai th. He say that if he is to 

permit the 1~ enorah to go back to J eruso lem it will not go back 

in Jewish hands. It i to be sent to a church there. This ould 

S)mbolize the triumph of his faith over the faith of Je ry. 

Benjamin is sha£en to his ver) depths by the 

decision of the king. He oes back to the s -nagog to report 

1 hat had happened and to see·, forgi vene s and to bid the people 

farewell. His spirit w s broken and he goes from the s na og in 

shame. i"hy was he picked out b God to be made the subject of 

mockery. He stumbles upon a pine tree and he falls asleep. He 

has a dream. 

In his dre~m he sees host of men wandering . 

He is in th~ir midst. "In hi dream, hO"·ever, he had no 

inKling ho thee ·anderers might be; but he felt brotherly 

s rmpathJ for them, and t e:r ye rnin ~ and groaning in the 

unseen impressed him more lamentabl) than ould have loud complaint. 

"No one should be kept a v.ander like this, always 

through the darkness, and never o ing whither . No people can 

continue to live thus without home and without goal, al as afoot and 

al ·as in peril. A light mu t be kindled for them, a wa must be shown 

them, or else thi hunted, lot people will despair and will ither 
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into nothingness. Someone mus t l ead t hem, must l ed t he home, thro~ing 

light on the path f or t hem al l. light must be f ound; the need l i ht. 

"His eyes tingled ith oain, so full of compassion ~as 

he for this los t peopl e which, gently compl aininf and already reduced 

t o despair, marched onward through the silent and lo ering night. But 

as he, likewise despairing plumbed the distance wi th his gaze, it seemed 

to him as if, at the farthest limits of his vision, a f aint light began 

to glow, the erest trace of a light, a spa rk or two, recalling the 

look of a ill-o 1 -the isp. 

11~'e must follow t hat light, 11 he murmured. "even if 

it be no more t han a jack-o-latern. rerhaps, though it is a small 

li ht, we can kindle at it a grea t one. 

up •ith it, t h~ t light. 

e must follow it and catch 

In is dream, Benjami n forgot tha t his limbs .ere old 

nad feeble. Like an act·ve boy, lik the heathen god ho wa fabled 

to e, r winged sandal, he speeded on hi pursuit of t he li ht. He 

pushed fo ·ard fiercel through the murmuring, shadowy crowd , hich 

-made a for him mistrustfully an ~ angril. 

"'Keep your eyes fixed on the light, thht light over 

there,' he called t o t hem encouragingly. Nevertheless this 

depressed people moved on sluggishl, hanging their heads and groaning 

as they went. The could not see that distant light; perhaps th ir 

eyes Viere blinded with te .rs and their hearts enfeebled by their 

d il distresses . He himself, however, perceived the light ever 

more plainly. It consisted o seven lit tle sparks hich flickered 

side by side, looking like seven sisters. As he ran on and drew 

nearer while his heart throbbed viole tl with exertion and excitement, 

he sai tha t in front of hi m thee must be a Lampstand, Seven-Brancheq, 
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which sustained and fed these little f l ames. Th t as but a guess, for 

the Lampst nd itself as not yet visible. Nor could it be standing 

still, for it, too, was a-wan ·er, even as the people who surrounded 

him ~ere a-wander in the darkness, my teriously hunted and driven 

b an evil ~ind. That was why the fl mes that flel befor him did 

not sho a ste d light, nor a strong one, but vere feeble and flickered 

uncertainly. ' 

"' e must rasp it, mur t bring it to rest, the Lamp t nd,' 

thought the dreamer, while the dream-image fled before him, 'for 

it will burn brightly and steadily and clearly as soon as it is at 

rest.' 

"Blindl he ran on~;ard to reach it, and ri earer and 

nearer did he come to the Lampstand. Al read, he could see the 

golden stem and the upstanding branches, and in the seve ~nops of 

gold the seven flames, each of t hem blo n flat by the ,•:ind, which 

continued to drive the L mpstand f rther and f arther across lo land 

and moun~ain and sea. 

"'St&yt Halt awhilet' he shouted. 'The people is 

perishing. It needs the consol tion of the l i ht, and cannot for 

ever and ever wander like thi through the darkness.' 

"But the Lampstand continued to advance, while its 

fleeing flames shone er ftily and angrily. Then the hunter, too, gre 

wr&.. thful. oning the l ast of hi fore es, for his heart v, s now 

beating furiously, he made a huge leap fonard to grasp the fugitive 

Lamp and. lread his rip had closed upon t he cool m-tal; alread 

heh d clenched his hand upon the hea tem -- when a thunderbold 

struck him to earth, splintering his arm. He yelled with the pain, 
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and as he did so there came an answering cry from the pursuing masses : 

'Lostt For ever lostt' 

"But see, the storm abated, the Lampstand ceased its 

wandering flight, to tand still and magnificent. Not to stand on the 

ground, in the air, firm and upright as if on an iron pedestal. Its 

seven flames, which had hitherto been pressed flat by the power of the 

wind, now streamed steadily upward in their golden splendour, giving 

off a more and more brilliant light.. By degrees, so strong grew this 

light, that t he whole expanse of heaven into which it shone was golden. 

P.s the man who had been struck down b:, the thunderbolt looked up 

confusedly to see those who had been wandering behind him through the 

darkness, he became aware th t there v1as no longer night upon a t rackless 

earth, and t hat thos e who had been following him were no more a wandering 

people. Fruitful and peaceful, cradled in the sea and shaded by 

moun ains, was a sourthern land where palms and cedars swayed in a 

gentle breeze. There were vineyards, too, teeming with gr ci pes; fields 

of golden grain; pastures swarming with sheep; gentle-footed gazelles 

at play. Men were quietly at work upon their own land, drawing water 

from the wells, driving ploughs, milking cows, sowing and harrowing 

and harvesting; surrounding their houses with beds of brightly colour-ed 

flowers. Childr en were singing songs and playing games. Herdsmen made 

music with their pipes; rhen night fell, the stars of peace shonedown 

upon the slumbEli.ng houses. 

"' What sort of country is this?' the astonished dresmer 

as ed himself in his dream. 'Is this the ame people t hat groaned and 

lamented as it fled t hrough the darkness? Has it at length found 

peace? Has it, at long l ast, reached home?' 
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"Now the Lampstand rose higher in the sk~ and shone more gloriously. 

Its lights were like the light of the sun, illuminating sky and land 

to the verJ horizon. The mount&in tops ~ere revealed in its heen; 

upon one of the lo~ r hills gleamed white ~ith might turrets a magnificent 

cit, and amid t e turrets projected a gigantic House built of hewn 

stone. The sleeper's heart throbbed again. 

"'This must be Jerusalem and the Temple,' he panted. 

Tha:eupon the Lampstand moved on tow<;. rd the city and the Temple. The 

walls gave wa) as if the had been water to let it pass, and now, as it 

flamed ~ithin the HolJ Place, the Temple shone xi± white like alabaster. 

"'The Lampstand has r eturned home,' muttered the sleeper. 

1Someone has been able to do what I have everr yarned to do. Someone 

has redeened the wandering Lamp tand. must see it with my own 

eyes, I, th witness. 

at rest in God's Hol 

Once, more, once more, I shall behold the . enorah 

Place.' 

"As the winds carry a cloud, so did his wish carry him 

wither he anted to go. The ga tes sprang open to admit him, and he 

entered the Holy of Holies to behold the Lampstand. Inc r edibly strong 

was the light. Like bite fire, the seven flames of the Lampstand blazed 

up together in one huge flame, so bright that it dazzled and hurt, 

and he cried aloud in his dream . He awoke." 

And as he awakes he f ~nds the hand of his friend 

Zechariah on his shoulder . Zechariah wanted him to come to his 

workshop. He has something to show enjamin . Benjamin ent with 

him, he who was in the Treasury of the emperor . And Zechariah told him 

that he had the enorah in the orkshop . It as customary for him 

to pass on all valuable treasures. And it was also nee ssar for 

him to make re~licas from time to time . He as determined to make 
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a duplicateof the real enorah so that the spurious one could be sent 

awa and the real enorah could rem in with them. And or seven days 

the artist worked and make an exact replica of the ,:enorah. It · as 

made so perfectl in weight and measure that he himself ~as afraid 

n that he would not know the difference. So he made a tiny mark 

in the pistil of one of the flowers. 

Benjamin refused to do this. He t hinks t hat it would 

be cheating and does not wish t o capture the Menorah through che· ting. 

But what if the Treasurer himself ere to to make the 

selection? The Treasurer is ca l led and is told th"it Zecariah h d made 

this 1tlenorah and he asks him to choose vhich is the one. He tosses 

a coin. To the Greer-s fall the spurious 1 enorah and to the Jews 

remain fell the re~l enorah. The ~eal Meno remained with 

Benjamin. denjamin tells Zechariah to make a coffin and to place 

the enorah in it. He will take it to Palestine. 

Zechariah is as toni hed and asks in surprise, "A coffin?" 

"'Be not astonished. Thi mr tter, too, I have thought 

over during these seven da sand nights - ho~ we can best give the 

Lampstand peace. Like you, my first thou ht was that, if we should 

succeed in rescuing the enorah, it ought to belong to our people, 

which should preserve it as the mosts cred of pledges. But our 

people, where is it, and where is its abiding-place? e are hunted 

hither and thither, only tolerated at best hithersoever we go. There 

is no place known to me where the Lamp tand could be kept in safety. 

hen we have a house of our o , e are liable from moment to moment 

to be driven out of it; where we build a Temple, the Gentiles destroy 

it; as long s the rule of force prevails, the Menorah cannot find peace 

on earth. Only under the earth is there peace. There the dead rest 
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from their wanderings ; if there be gold there, it is not seen, and 

therefore cannot stimulate greed . In peace, the ·eno ah, havin returned 

home after a thousand years of anderings , cBn res t under the ground.' 

"'For ever?' Zechariah was astounded . 'Do you mean to 

bury the enorah for ever?' 

"'How can a mortal talk of 'for ever'? Tho can tell, 

when man proposes , that God will dispose accordingly for ever? I ant 

to put the Lampstand to rest, but God alone kno s ho long it will 

rest. I can do a deed, but what will be the upshot thereof I cannot 

tell, who, like a mortal, must think in terms of time and not of 

eternity. God ill decide, he alone shall determine the fate of 

the Jenorah . I intend to bury it, for that seems to me the only 

wa · to eep it safe - but for how long, I cannot tell. Perhaps Gcxi 

will leave it for ever in darkness, and in that case our ·eople 

must wander for ever unconsoled, dispersed like dust, scattered over 

the face of the earth. Maybe, ho ever, and my heart is full of hope, 

ma be he will one day decide that our people shall return home. Then 

you can ,elieve, as I believe - he will choose one who by chance vill 

thrust his spade where the. enorah lies, and will find the buried 

treasure, as God found me to bring the weary Lampstand to its rest. 

Do not trouble yourself about the decision, which we shall leave to 

God and to time. Even though the Lamp tand should be accounted lost, 

we, the Chosen People , fulfilling one of God's mysterious purposes , 

shall not be lost. Juast as the Chosen People will not fade out of 

existence in the obscurity of time, so gold that is buried underground 

does not crumble or perish as will our mortal bodies. Both will 

endure, the Chosen people and the enorah. Let us have faith, then, 
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that the Menorah which we are about to inter will rise again some da, 

to shed new light for the Chosen People when it returns home. Faith 

is the one thing that matters, for only while our faith l bsts shall 

we endure as a people." 

And in this coffin they place the enorah. And 

Benjamin takes the coffin with the 1enor h t o Palestine. And there 

he decides to bury it some her e unkno n to anyone, in secret and in 

silence. He hires a servant and together they ander out across 

the fields for miles and miles until they come to a spot under a 

tree where they dig a grave and place the enorah therein. Benjamin 

pronounces the ble~sing of the dead in the hope of resurrection. 

There, alone, he walks t hrough t e ni 0 ht. His 

'rnr i .. i s done. His mission i s fulfilled. He ~-alks on as he id 

eighty ye rs before then from Rome to Portus but no on the road 

between Joppa and Jer sa lem. The next morning a traveler found 

him dead. But his eyes ere ful l of life and in their 9upils 

was the glory of Heaven reflected; and his lips were closed as 

though they ept the gre~t secret. And the legend closes. 

"A few weeks later, the purious lampstand was 

likewise brought to Palestine, and, in accordance ith Justinian's 

co:nmand, was laced beneath the ltar in the church at Jerusalem. 

Not long, however, did it there abide. The Persians invaded the 

Holy City, seized the seven-branched caldlesticK, and broke it up 

in order to make golden clasps for their wives and a golden c ain for 

their king. Time continually destroys the work of human hands and 

g frustrates human esign; and so, now, as the emblem destroyed ihich 

Zechariah the goldsmith had made in imitation of the Holy Candelabrwn, and 

its trace for ev r lost. 
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"Hidden, however, in its secret tomb, there still watches 

and waits the ev rlasting enorah, unrecognized and umimpaired. Over 

it have raged the storms of time. Century after century the nations 

have disputed one with another for possession of the Land of Promise. 

Generation after generation has awakened and t hen has slept; but no 

rubber could seize the sacred emblem, nor could greed destroy it. 

Often enough, a hasty foot passes over the ground beneath which it 

lies; often enough a weary traveller sleeps for an hour or two by 

the wayside close to which the Lampstand slumbers; but no one has 

the sl ightest inkling of its presence, nor have the curious ever 

dug down into the depths where it lies entombed. Like al l God's 

myste ies, it re~ts in the darkness through the ages. Nor can 

anyone tell whether it will remain thus f or ever and for ever, 

hidden awa and lost to its people who still know no peace in their 

wanderings through t he lands of the entiles; or -heth2r, at length 

someone will dig up the Menorah on that day when the Jews come once 

more into their own, and that then the Seven-Br anched Lampstand will 
its gentle 

diffuse/light in the Temple of Peace." 
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