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SHALL E VE A REF~ NDUi ON • "AR? 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda morning , Jan ry 16, 19 8 



The American people burnt its fingers t enty ye rs ago in 

the ~orld ar and it is unwilling to have itself maneuvered, rapped 

or enticed into another w~r. Fort ent years no, we h ve been 

paying the price of our military adventures. we have no , ad e rly 

two decades in which to reflect on the cost of the last war on the 

orld, and upon the bitter fact that the motives which moved us 

into the world war, which at the time seemed so real, cogent 

and compel ling have · roved to be vain and illusory . e have 

come to real·ze today the emotional pressure of those ar ye rs. 

e r a tionalized that an internati onal, imp rialistic ar is a ar 

of brave human ideals. , e have come to un~erstand that those 

pretended objectives were n ver achieved event o ht e won 

the war. We set out to make the world sa e or emocr~cy. The 

orld was never s o beset with despotism an 

in the last hundred y 0 ars as it is toda . 

tyranny and dicta 

There is a r less 

r ship 

freedom in the world than there has been in the last one hundred 

an fift- years. 

e set out to b ild with our s1crifices and ith our 

blood an intern tional organization for eace, arbitr tion, 

reconciliation, the Lague of Nations, that g eat in titution 

which we believed then jus tified all the multitude of sacrifices 

and lives shattered and bro en. e ~aid t~en, and e aid it ouite 

seriously, that that ias to be the last war - a ar to end ar. 

Tent years later, both Western Europe and the Far East are 

yielding to war. The nation of the orld are engaged today in 

the wildest, the ma dest and most de perate and menac·ng race 

for rearmament that mankind has ever known. 
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We have also had time during t ~ese last twent: ye rs to 

discover the sinister influences hich played upon our emotionc in 

those years, propaganda of aunition-makers and others • ·ch helped to 
rorld 

get us in to the/War. le reali e today th~t the ~orld is a ooi er 

keg that a spark may explode. 

The American people tod y are determined not to re eat the 

ghaQtly ex erience of the \lorld • ar. The American peoole is 

determined t ~ guard itself against being trapped into another 

world ar. It ants to free itself from all international 

entanglements, of being dragged into or being traoped into 

another war. e ant to remove ourselves from the death trap 

which is Europe. Thr-, t much we understand. 

Furthermore, the~e is among our people today a very real 

and ver strong senti en or peace. The~e are many 0 1erful 

o ganizations which work among our peo le for peace - the National 

Council for the Prevention of ~ar, the 'omen's Interna io al Le gue 

for Peace and reedom, the Emergency Peace Cam aign, the Fellowship 
who sought 

of Reconciliation and other organizations/to educr- te our eople 

in the last fifteen or t enty years to the real nature of ar, its 

horror, cost and st _idity. 

In 1955, two ye rs ago, when the Ethiopian invasi n ·as king 

place, hen there was a danger of another world ar, the Congre s of 

the United St tes passed a neutralit la hich practically a thorized the 

President of the United tates, hen a state of hostility existed between 

two n· tions, to decla re than ar exited and to rohibit the hipment 

from our ports of arms and munitions to either of the belligerents. 

The Act also announced that Americans traveling on the ships of such 
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belligerents are traveling at their own risk and should not count upon 

the orotection of the American gove ment. 

In October 1955, you ma 1 recall tha t the resident of the 

United States issued a proclamat·on that a state of " r did exist 

bet een Italy and Ethiopia and he called on the people of the United 

Stat es to car - out the eutralit 1 Law. This law as in ended to 

remove us from the scene of aanger, from being enmeshed in another 

world ar. 

In 1957, last year, hen the Spanish civil war developed, this 

eutral ity Act as amended to apply also to countries where there was 

ci vil ar, civil strife. It authorized the United tates to declare 

an embargo on all shipments to countries engaged in civil strife. 

It prohibited also other articles besides un·t·ons. It lso 

authorized the President of the United t ates to require that all 

cargoes before leaving our ports shall h ve oassed to foreign 

consignees and should no longer be regarded as the posses sions 

of American eople. The amended bill o 1957 made travele son 

shi so belligerents unlawful. It also prohibits t e arming of 

Americ me chant vessels and prohibited them from tr· ding ith 

warrin nations. 

Some of our people have come to think tha t this eutrality 

Act act lly insured e ce for the lilller·ca n eo le. Th t, 

unfortunately, is not the cast. The d"fficulty of enforcing such 

a neutr lit r law was evidenced in the last last in the Sino-Ja anese 

War. To this day the President of the United ·Ates has failed to invoke 

the full force of this neutrality act in Japan and China. 
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In September of last year, the President did impose a partial embargo 

on arms shipped to China and Japan. Shipment of munitions aboard 

government-o?med vessels was prohibited. All other vessels travel 

at their own risk. But the full law has not been invoked. ~hina 

actually protested this partial embargo because China declared tha t 

Japan can import her own munitions aboard her own vessels while 

China has no avy. China which is the weaker party, is act ally 

discriminated against in such a so-called neutrality law. 

This truggle between China and Japan wh:kh brought 

war closer to our shore has also been responsible for the 

introduction into the ongress of the United t ates of the Ludlow • 
Amendment. 

This is an amendment to the Constitution o the United St tes 

which, if passed, would deprive Congress of the right to decla re 

war except in the ca se of actual invasion of American territory. 

The question of war must be submitted to popular referendum of 

the merican peopl e. It r eads: "Except in the event of an inv sion 

of the United ' t ates or its territorial possess ions and n attack 

upon its citizens r esiding the ·ein, the authority of Congres s to 

dec l are war shall not become effective until confirmed by a majority 

of a l l votes assed t her eon in a nation-wide referendum. 

"Congress when it deems a nati onal cri sis to exist, may by 

concurrent resolution refer the uestion of war or peace to the 

citizens of the United bta t es, the question to be voted on being-, 

'Shall the U.S. decl re war on ' • • • • • • • • • Congress may otherwise by 

law provide for the enforcement of this section." 
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This Ludlow Amendment has proved to be very popular, so much so 

that some 218 Congressmen signed a petition to get this Amendment and to 

have it presented to the floor of the House f or debate. It is an 

unusual procedure to have so many Congressmen pass on the lifting up 

of a bill unto the floor of Congress. Pre sure as brought to get 

some 55 party leaders to change their minds, thereby permitting the 
after a 

bill to remain in committee. T at as accomplished only/hectic 

bit of work , last 1onday. 

The arguments in favor of such an amendment are r Padily 

understood. In the fir t place, it is understood thats ch a 

procedure would dela ar and anything which gives the passions 

a chance to cool off is desirable. In the second place it wruld 

give the issues involved in the proposed r a chance of a full 

airing. All the f acts would be laid bare. All the easons 

would be told to the American peo le. There ould be less 

li elihood of a tampede. Furthermore, it is argues that this is 

the mo e democratic wa~ of deciding a vital issue. The people of 

the United t ates are, after all, i n our democratic set-up, the court 

of 1st resort, final authority. hat more emocratic method remains 

b t to put it to the vote of the people. Final ly, it is argued, the 

poeple are called on to lay down their lives and the ought to have 

the right to decide .hether they want to go to ar or not. 

I am a raid th· tin spite of the f act thAt this mendment 

is well-intentioned · nd nobly motiv· ted, their argument are not 

ver pl usible. Upon closer investi ·tio, i ill be proved to be 

highly impr ctical, far from achi ving vh tit et out to achieve. 

It mi ht ctu 11 provoke ar. A opul r referendum ma l le delay 
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for fe months or a year a war decision. Debate upon the issue may 

elay the deeision for a time but it rill not delay thee em. There 

will be th~t much more time to prepare, to build unit~ armies, its 

navies, to augment its navies, to select a locale for the struggle, 

to make ever conceivable preparation. The enemy ill lso have time 

and op Jortunity to blockade our norts, to crinole our shinnin, to do 

eve11thing to harass our government ithout actua.11 invading our 

territority. And b the ime e shall have deb ted the ~ssues, 

b the time we shall have voted to go to Wcr, we shall ave been so 

com9letel) out-maneuvered, out pla~red, th tour ar ma be 9ractically 

on war 
While it is true that a popul r ref end / ~ould bring about 

a full airing of the issue , while it is true th t such a full airing 

i desirable, e ought to bee r th follo ing f acts in mind - t t 

much debate precedes an action of Congre~s upon any vital is ue. 

There is not a vital piece of legisl tion hich Congres vo es on 

which Con ress will not declare itself VPr • forcibl. Conere s b 
of 

and large reflects th sentiment of the American neople,mm the 

majorit of the American people. 

Let us not delude ourselves. "hen Congres s decl red war in 1917 

the Americ n people wanted ~ar. They wanted it incisively. They 

ma have been propagandized into it. The point is that war as 

anted by an ove helming majority of the meric n eople and th t 

if the qu stion of ar were put to vote it would have on by an 

oven·helming m jority . In fact it would have voted for it prior to 

th t time - two years prior, when the Lusit nia ,a sunk . 

That is true of any w r which Conr,re s ha decl red. The 

Americ n people backed . It is not true - and this i one of the 
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thi s e ought to guard ourselves against because it is not true -

that t he masses of the people are more uac i fic, more peace-i nclined 

more peace-minded and le s likely to be propagandized. It is not 

true that the masses re le s likP-ly to drive into r t han he 

Congress of t he United tates. tis not true t ha t t he ra 1 and f ~le 

are better-intentioned, more i deali~tic, more pacifistic t han their 

chosen re?resentatives in the Congres of t he United tates. 

A popular referendum will onl r give the pro pective enem ~ 

a chance to bring in a barrage of propaganda into our count • 

It would pa the pro pective enem to suend hundreds and mi l lions 

of dollars to propa andi ?.e our people, to divide and incite t em, 

and to evokf...- -old world lo al tie so that even if r decl[ red, 

the Americ people would find itself hopele 1 divided, embittered, 

enmeched in partizanshi p, f cing a civil ar rather than a foreign 

ar. 

Again, hile a popular referendum ·ould seem r more 

democr tic, it actually is not. Our governmen is not a rimi ive a solute 

democrac. i e do not legislate directly. e legislate through authorized 

chose representatives of ours. If we cannot trust our own chosen 

repre entatives on great issues then the hole philosophy of our 

government is bankrupt. It i a mocker and a delusion to ask for 

a Town Hall meeting sort of government amon a people of one hundred 

and thirty millions in the year 1938 hie ma have been adeou te in 

a small New England town one hundred years ago. Thi would not 

help democracy but would make it so unwieldy as to destro it. 

If we are dis ati fied with the moral integrity and the intellectual 

competence of our cho en representatives, we can send other to take 

their olaces. ·e have a right to express our own per onal opinion 
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through the pu pit, the press, through th radio, the public forum a 

through direct communicafun ith our la - akers. Ther e is h dly a 

Congre sman ~hose ear is not open to the opinions of his constituent. 

But be ond this, in ours stem of government, e must tru t, rely upon 

the judgment, the wisdom, patriotism of our chosen reorese t tive, 

to make important decisions in grave hour. Tha t is the chance e have 

to take in a democracy. The President of the United ~ts clearly 

pointed that out in a letter ·hich he sent to Congress thi eek: 

"In response to your requeat for an expre~sion of my vies 

respecti ng th proposed resolution for a referendum vote as a 

prerecuisite for a declaration of rr, I mu t frankly state tha t I consider 

that the proposed amendment ould be impr cticab e in its application 

and incompatibl e ith our reoresentative fcmt of government. 

"Our government is conducted by the eople throu h re re enta ives 

of their own choosing. It as ~ith singular unanimit tha t the founder of 

the Republic agreed upon such free and repr ent tive form of governn nt 

a t e only pr actical means of governm nt by the peo?le . 

"<uch an 8.llendment to the Con titution aa tha t proposed ould 

cripple any President in his conduct of our foreign re ations and it 

ould encourage other n tions to believe t~at the · could violate American 

ri hts ith impunity. 

"If ly r ealize th t the s~on ors of this ro osal i cerely believe 

that it would be helpful in kee . ing the nited S tes out of w~r . I am 

convinced it would have the opposite effect." 

And I am inclined to believe tha t uch an amendment would actually 

cripple the St te Department , the Pre ident of the United tr tes in 

their int rnational activities . The si.mpl would not be taken eriou ly . 

Governments in the orld tod y are inclined to respect onl force and 
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the ould not reg rd the protestations of the Qt f te Department ver 

seriousl~ . The oul d kno thnt Congress can do nothin abou it, 

that a ;~r decision would have to go through the slo, laborious 

proces s of a referendum before ar is decl~red. The kno • that 

the American people are peace minded people and th~t many o~ them 

believe in pe ce at an cost . The have al ead capitalized on 

th~t sentiment of the American people. They have b lied, black-mailed 

and gotten a'a. with it. And if, added to this ell known peace-

mindedness is added this i sue o decla rin ar only by . opular 

ref rendum, these dicta tors ill simpl 

ever international crime confident th 

o the limit of committin 

nothing ill hapoen. 

The ecret ry o · te, who is cert inl no elligerent 

"In reol to individual, ent this cornmunic tion to the House: 
4 

your inquiry, I would sa that on December 15, 1957, in referri ng 

to the Ludlow esolution, I st ted to the pre~s that 'from the 

standpoint of promoting peace and keeping this coun r out of 

war, I am unable to see either the isdom or prrcticability 

of the proposal' . 

"The primar objective in the conduct of our foreign affairs 

is to safeguard the pe ce of the United t ates. All Ame~ican ci tizens 

agree alike that this countr should be safeguarded a ainst ar to 

thr fullest possible extent. 

"It ism judgment that under our present form of government 

'of the eople, by the people and for t he people', our fore i gn 

affairs can be conducted fr more efficientl from the standpoint 

of keeping this country out of ar than would be tall possible 
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It might interest ou to o that the peoole ho here mot 

cha rined ~t the Ludlo Amendment as not passed, were the Nazis 

in Germany. 'Ibey ould like to see democracies tied h nd and foot 

and un le to move so hey can car on their iork unhamp red. 

No, I am a raid that this is not the way to have peace. 

There is no short cut top ace. Pacificism wil l not bring 

it about because there re all too fe paci fists in the ·orld. It 

takes to to make a war and even if one side is r-minded, he other 

side may not be. eace agi tion ,ill not rin abou an end to war. 

Dwelling upon the horrors of ·ar, th futilit of ,ar, ·ill not 

bring about peace. 

I red, the other day, an 

b the Japanese. Id 't o 

accoun of the ctorming of Nanking 

hether o ead t h accoun. This 

is from an e e- l tne re orted in the New York Times. 

"In taking over Nankin the Japanese indul in l cughters, 

looti g and rapine exceedin in barbarit an atrociti s committed 

up to that time i n the co e o the Sino-Japanese ho tilitie. Te 

unrestrained cruelties of the Japanese are to be compared o 1~ ith 

the v ndalism in the uErk A es in Euro e or the brut lities of 

mediev 1 Ai tic conauerors. 

"The helple~s hinese troops, di rmed for the mo part and 

read to surren er, wer ystematicall rounded up and executed, 

Thou ands who had turned t hemselves over tot afety ~one Com.mi ee 

and been placed in refuge center s\ re methodically eeded out d 

marched a a, their hands tied behind them, to execution grounds ou s·ae 

the cit es. 
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" Small bands who had sought refuge in dugouts ,;a•ere routed out and shot 

or tabbed at the entrances to the bomb shelt~r . Their bodies ·ere then 

shoved into the dugouts and buried . Tank guns ere sometime turned 

on groups of bound soldiers. Most generall the executions e by 

shooting ~~th pistols. 

"The Japanese themselves announced that during the first tree 

days of cleanin up Nanking 15,000 Chinese soldiers v.ere rounded up . 

t t hat time, it was contended ht 25 ,000 more were still hiding out in 

the city. 

"These figures give an accurate indication o he number of Chinese 

troops trapped ithin the aking alls. Probabl the Ja nee figures 

of 25 ,000 is exag erated , but it is likel th t 20,000 Chinese soldiers 

fell victim to Japanese executioners. 

"Wholesale looting as one of the jor crimes of the Japarme 

occupation. Once a di r·ct wa in their full control, Japanese soldiers 

received free rein to loot all houses therein. Food see ed to be the 

first demand, but all articles of value wer e taken at dll , -rticul rly 

thing easily c rried. Occupant of homes re ro bed and any who 

resisted were shot. 

"Chinese women were freel molected b - Japanese ol iers, and 

Am .rican missionaries personally 

from refugee camps and viol ~ted." 

o o c se ·h e man were taken 

Di armament as a means for achievin peace will be the result 

of peace. It ill not be the cause of peace . N t·on~ will no dis rm 

until they f eel secure. Notice t huge milit ry budget which our 

own t■8twlait••~ountr voted. It wa the rge tap •ropri tion 

ever voted in pe ce-time America. Internat·onal estures for p ce 
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like the Kellogg-Briand Pact ill not bring about peace. Neutr lity las 

will not bring about peace. Peace is an international problem and mu t 

find an intern tional solution. Peace is an engineeringproblem and we 

must find the en ineering blue print adequate forte task . 

Peace can only be established through common action. Tha sense 

of security can not be es tablished by one nation alone. •Jnl a 

League of Nations that is implemented ith the pov·er to force observances 

of treaties, capable of the instantaneous application of both economic 

and military sanctions will give t he nations of the earth a sense of 

security and ill make the piling up of life-draining armaments 

unnecessar. Onl such an international organization, hether ~ou 

call it a League, a Federation or by some other name, hich will 

have that power t o crash down upon an aggre~sor nation to protect the 

weak agains t t he aggressor - onl such an or anization which will 

provide compulsory arbitra tion, which wil l insist that its judgment 

will be respected and that wil l tell possible aggressors that it will 

not pay it to go to war. There is no substitute for it. The e is no 

substitute for a police force and courts of law in community life. 

If we did not have them, e would do as was done in the pioneering 

da s - tote guns. And there is no substitute for a police force and 

courts of law in international life. If e are not wi l ling to make 

some sacrifices in our so-called sovereignty, we will make absolu ely 

no contribution to the solution of peace and ar and e will not 

by way of any ne measures and referendums protect our elves 

against being dragged into anot~er war. 

It is one of those desperate simple things which n tions 

do not want to think about because they do not want to ace it that 

they find themselves in the condition in hich the are today - a 
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conditon full of menace, a condition where the whole we~tern civili7ation 

is in danger of being hurled into an abyss of the most ghastly ar . 

I have 0arsonally refused, in the 1st few yoors , to identify 

mj-self ith any - eace move ents. They are all led by fine intentioned 

people . But I am persuaded of the absolute futility of it. Two y ·rs 

ago , eleven million Englishmen voted for peace - the gr9ate t demonstration 

in Grea t Brita:b for peace . ithin that year , Parliament asked peo le 

to approve appropriation of enormous sum for Navy - hich was ~ladly 

approved. 

Peace can come, my friends, only b wa of b "lding up concerted 

action for common security, by way of building u an inte national 

organization like the League of Nations , but unlike it, a Le gue of 

Nations ma1e up of free and equal peoples pledged only to one t~ing -

a League backed by a compulsory internat·onal tribunal , unaues tioning 

comp]ance ith the decisions of that tribunal, a League backed by 

international forces which may never be used but whor.e resence ill 

guarantee t e compliance of it. 

Along these lines, m friends, the f~ture work in beh 1 of 

orld peace ought to be carried on. All these othe rs are a waste of recious 

hum n time and precious h an material and the help to confuse and 
a 

darken hen counsel o ht to beTclear. and objective voice. 
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S EC RllTARY HULL'S Llc.TTIR 

Secretary Hulls letter to Mr. Mc
Reynolds as as follows : 

In reply o your inquiry I would 
aay that on Dec. 15, 1937, in refer
ring to the Ludlo Re olution, I 
stated to the pre that "from the 
standpoint of promoting peac 

" and keeping this ountry out of 
war, I am un ble to either the 
wi dom or practicablllty of this 
proposal.'' 

The primary objective In the 
conduct of our for I n aff ir Is 
to safeguard th pe ce of th 
United States. All Am rican citi
zens agree alike that thl ountry 
ahould be afe uarded a aln t war 
to the fullest possible xtent. 

It j my judgm nt that under 
our present form of ov rnment 
"of the people, by the people and 
for the people," our foreign af
fairs can be conducted far more 

fflclently from the tandpoint of 
keeping this country out of war 
than would b at all po Ible un
der the operation of ny uch 
plan as th Ludlow R olutlon 
propo . 

Aft r th full st con lderation, I 
am atlsfi d tha this plan ould 
mo t a riou l h ndlcap th gov
ernm nt in th conduct of our 
for lgn ff tr g n rall:-, and 

ould thu impair di" rou l 
its abili y to f guard th p ac 
of th Americ n p opl . 
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nterest 
ignored with impunity. / 

Th F Id 1.t· Lett r 
Pre ident Roo~evelt's letter 

condemn tion w add res . ed to 
Speaker Bankhead, who read it 
from the floor. It was as follows: 

Jan. 6, 1938. 
My Dear fr. peak r: 

In response to your request for 
an expression of my view re
specting the proposed resolution 
for a referendum vote as a prere-

qui ite for a declaration of war, I 
mus frankly stat that I consider 
that the propo ed amendment 
would be impracticable in its ap
plication and incompatible with 
our representative form of gov
ernment. 

' 

Our government is conducted by 
the people through representa
tives of their own choosing. It 
was with singular unanimity that 
the founder of the Republic 
agreed upon such free and repre
sentative form of government as 
the only practical means of gov
ernment by the people. 

Such an amendment to the Con
stitution as that propo ed would 
cripple any President in his con
duct of our foreign relation and 
ft would encourage other nations 
to belie ·e that they could violate 
American right with impunity. 

I fully reahze that the spon ors 
o'f this propo. Rl sincer ly believe 
that it 11ould be helpful in keep
ng the United State out of war. 

I am convinced it would have the 
opposite effect. 

Yours v ry sincerely, 
FRA KLL. D. ROOSEVELT. 

The Hon. Wi liam B. Bankhead, 
peaker of the House of Rep

resentative 

Si ver Their tand 
There ed slashing attacks 

rge petition and the 
referendum ropo al itself by the 
Administrati n leaders, who knew 
their task f om the fact that 218 
members h signed the petition 
and that th attitude of Republl• 
cans was u ertain. 

The vote owed that their strug
gle, begun week ago, to wean 
a vay signer from the petition, had 
b en fruitfu , for fifty-five who had 
signed vote against the petition. 
Vtcerans c uld not recall when a 

on Fage Eight 
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In taking over Nanking the .Jap
anese indulged in slaughters, loot
ing and rapine exceeding in barbar
ity any atrocities committed up to 
that time in the course of the Sino
Japanese hostilities. The unre
strained cruelties of the Japanese 
are to be compared only with the 
Yandalism in the Dark Ages in 
Europe or the brutalities of medie
val Asiatic conquerors. 

The helpless Chinese troops, dis
armed for the most part and ready 
to surrender, were systematically 
1·ounded up and executed. Thousands 
who had turned themselves over to 
the Safety Zone Committee and 
been placed in refugee centers were 
methodically weeded out and 
marched away, their hands tied be
hind them, to execution ground■ 
outside the clty gates. 

Small bands who had sought ref
uge in dugouts were routed out and 
shot or stabbed at the entrances to 
the bomb shelters. Their bodies 
were then shoved into the dugouts 
and buried. Tank guns were some
times turned on groups of bound 
soldiers. Most generally the execu
tions were by shooting with pistols 

'ul,,oo--. ... a-bodied male.. i-n N 
kin as suspected by the Japanese 
of bei a. soldier. An attel'l].11t was 
made b inspecting shouHfers for 
knapsack d rifle bui marks to 
single out e so1dJ,e'rs from the 
innocent m~le b.vt' in many cases, 
of course, me • ocent of any mili
tary conne n we e put in the exe
cuted s lolads. In otber cases, too, 
form soldiers were passed over 

esca 
apanese themselves an 

"unced that during the first three 
davs of cleaning up Nanking 15,000 
Chinese soldiers were rounded up. 
At the time, it was contended that 
25,000 more were still hiding out in 
the city. 

These figures give an accurate 
indication of the number of Chinese 
troops trapped within the Nanki~g 
walls. Probably the Japanese fig
ure of 25,000 is exaggerated, but it 
is likely that about 20,000 Chh\ese 
soldiers fell victim to .Tapal'1ese 

xecutioners. 
Civilians of both sexes and all 

ages were also shot by the Jap
anese. ~w::.emen. wue 
frequen victims of the Japa!tese. 
Any per n who, througll excite
ment or f r, ran at the approach 
of the Ja nese soldiers was in 
danger of be g sllot down. Tours 
of the city by reigners during the 
period when the apanese were c~n
solidating their c lrol of the city 
revealed daily fre civilian dead. 
Often o1d men were be seen face 
dow.,rward on the pa ements, ap
p«fently shot in the ck at th& 

im of some Japanese 90ldier. 
Wholesale looting was one of the 

major crimes of the Japanese oc
cupation. Once a district was in 
their full control, Japanese eoldiers 
received free rein to loot all 
houses therein. Food s emed to be 
the first demand, but all articles of 
value were taken at will, particu
larly things easily carried. Occu
pants of homes were robbed and 

grenades, any who resisted were shot. 
s, shoes and 
of military ore n J;>rop,rtles Loot8'! 
near Hsia- _ Jlef ge afri s ' ere ~terett and 
g . In front )!I 1;1a ca. t f do\Ja o un

munications fortunate refugees wera taken. 
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nit<'d 
. John

in-

. e women were freely mo
le led hy Japane. e oldi r ·, and 
Am rican mi. . ionarie personally 
know of ca <'S wh r<' many w re 
takt"n from refug camp and vio
lated. 

~ - L ____ should he said that 
a.pane. e units ex1>1·ci. <i r .· trai nt 

and certain Japan .·e officer tem
p r<'d pow r with ~en <> ro. ity and 
ompassion. But th c-ondu t of the 

Japan se Army as a whole in 1 'an
king ~ •as a bl on • he r putation 

I' 

B 
ff 
k 
11 

w1thd 
ci y 

o! their countr}'. Rc~po11:ibl high tro 
Japanese offic r n diplomats Th . 
who vi. it d anking i-om days e_ Cl ) 
a!ter the o cupatlon mit all the th <'1 e w 
exec . es report (:l by f 1·e11"n rs who phon 5 . 
aw them. The Japanes xplain I unobtam 

the Nanking barbarities by saying Ail t~h 
that a ction or th«> Japanese Army cl'p e_ 
got out of hand and that the atroci- ly as oci 

I tie wer b ing mmitt d unknown zon o 
to the high command in Shanghai. th • a I Wh n the final ollnp. of the attem 
Chinese came m •anking, . o gr<'at Thow, ====-- was the fe ling o! r<'licr amon the had t 
populac and such wa. the bad im- had to 
pre sion reatrd hy the hrE'ak-up or tie h 
the hin . e municipal r<>girne nd PlPt 

nd small the defen command that th p o- t up 
pl w re ready to welcom the Jap- Th<' 

n a junk I anes troopi:1. Inde d , s nttC?r-ed nlla 
$2,000,000 I bands of' civilian actually cheered ign 
city, was Japanese columns as they marched ffo 
tored in- in from the outh Gate and the tho 

We t Gate. woun 
But fe lings or relief and or wet- i 

com oon gave up to terror when i 
ght fire Japan se barbaritie began. The h 

ext day. , Japanese might have gamed ~ wide the n 
m a ure of support and confidence was 

wdaghon1s from the anklng hinP!';P. Im,tead many 
n t r they dro\'e d ep r into th hine. mrn f 
lghtful- soul a. hatr dot Japan and <'t back The 
locau t to a distant futme pro pC'ct. for durin 
e main gaining he hin "cooperation" trated 
e, 9:nd for which they p1ofe s to be fight- m di 
IC aide ing China. th e 

An accoun of th I go of porti 
anking would not be comp! te t itutions. 

without r f r nc to th safety I ope with 
zon and th role ot the foreigners of casua 
who r mained in th city. ~ ounded 

ot an unqualifi d ucc s, h th street 
river anking saf ty zone was n v r he-

1 
siege w r 

I s instrumental in saving thou- ing sight 
nese ' sands of civilian lives. It was the tacle. Inj 
ar a aim of its foreign promo er to ob- j dragg d t 
t of tain its compl t demilitarization ways di 
in- and have its n utrality re p cted main' stre 
ln . hro11 hout the siez . Full d mili- Th Am 

di - tarlzalion was never a taincd and Hospital 
ut. during the last days of the ba_ttle battle, an 

aold1 rs t re 
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2, 1931, at the Poet Office in Cleveland, 
hio, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

The Ludlow Amendment 
"Except in the event of an invasion 

of the U. S. or its territorial posses
sions and an attack upon its citizens 
residing therein, the authority of 
Congress to declare war shall not be
come effective until confirmed by a 
majority of all votes passed thereon 
in a nation-Vvide referendum. 

"Congress, when it deems a national 
crisis to exist, may by concurrent 
resolution refer the question of war 
or peace to the citizens of the U. S., 
the question to be voted on being -
'Shall the U. S. declare war on........ , . 
Congress may otherwise by law pro
vide for the enforcement of this sec
tion." 

Dr. Silver Chosen ational 
Chairman U. P.A. 

Dr. Silver has been elected national 
chairman for 1938 of the United 
Palestine Appeal. Dr. Silver will 
succeed Dr. Stephen S. Wise as 
national chairman. 

The United Palestine Appeal will 
endeavor to raise, this year, four and 
one-half million dollars for the up
building work in Palestine. The 
budget of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine in which both Zionists and 
non-Zionists are represented covers 
agriculture, colonization, land pur
chase, afforestation, immigration, the 
settlement of German Jews in the 
country, housing, credit and educa
tion. 

Dr. Silver will be installed in the 
office at the National Conference for 
Palestine which will be held in Wash
ington on January twenty-second and 
twenty-third. 

Temple Team Wins Debate 
Our Temple debating team was 

awarded the unanimous decision of 
the judges in their debate with the 
Detroit team last Sunday morning, 
when they discussed the question of 
the partition of Palestine. The 
Temple team consisted of Arthur 
Aptcl, Donald Goodman, and Arthur 
Roth. 

Following the formal debate, an 
interesting discussion of the subject 
was entered into by the student 
audience. 

During the coming weeks, our team 
will engage in debate with other teams 
in the Inter-Temple League. 

THE TEMPLE WOl\lE 'S ASSOCI TIO 

J.ANUAB~ MEETINC 

WED ESDA Y AFTERNOO - JANUARY 19th • 2:00 o~CLOCK 

R.A■BI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

will review 

"THE 1\IOTHER" by SHOLEM ASCH 

Social Hour and Tea Admi8 ion by Member&bip Card 
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RABBI 

MELBOURNE HARRIS 
Aaelaaant-Rabbt 

No.16 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

10130 O'CLOCK 

RABBI SILVER 

will speak on 

'' SHALL \VB HAVE A REFERENDIJM 
ON \VAR?" 

Friday Evening Serviceii 
5:30 to 6:00 

Sabha th Morning Service11 
11 :20 to 12 :00 
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ABSTRACT OF ADDIIBSS DELIV::,RED BY RA_·BI BA HILLEL ~ILVE . AT TIE TE LE, 
A ·sEL hOAD Af D EAST 105TH STREET ON SUN DA ING, J ANO ARY 16, 1 ~a 

HALL EH v~. REFE. ~DU. ON AR? 

The Ludlo mend? ent is ell-intentioned, nobly ~otiv ted a the 

al1JWll nts for it are quite plausible. It is, ho.ever o ite impr ctic.l d 

will not chieve the desir d goal of peace. 

It is a democr tic delusion ta t re a~ e~ e more~ ce mined and 

less likel to be ropa6andize into w r than their co en e ~~ent tive. 

It is aive to aume .it the rank and file i be ter infor ed, better intentioned 

and o e id .alistic t an the men to hom they ha e delegr ted the authority to 

ma~e la e f~r them and vi 1 deci ion . 

Our government is not ?rimitive absolute emocrac . It i ere n ive 

gove ent . If we cannot trust our cho~en re re""ent tives to ma~<e er ve dee sions 

then our ole hilosophy of gove ent is b·· p. ll'o sk or a on 

s te of gover nt in 1 8, and or a nation of on h ndr d ~ t . irty 

millions, i to invite chaos and die tors ip. If re di :ati.sf 

intellect al competence and the moral integrit of our cho n r r 

we c n send other to ta e their pl ces. T ~ elec or te also ' 

1t 

tin 

to ma e it o inions he rd - t he pres, the public orum, the adio as el a 

direct commu.nic tion ith th law- ker in Congre s ho re no all r 

to t he o inions oft eir constituent8. B ·ond thi, emu t t t the ·i om 

and t patriotism of our repre en tives. 

Th long ela • ·hich would b , in vol v d in o ul r ref r on ar 

ould :m )1 give th _ ro pee ti v enemy not onl ,, th o 'Jort lllli t , to build up 

e 

his force but t o lay own a arra e of ropa anda in our o coun , 

dividin our ?eople , inciting on ~ nationalit roup a ain t anoth r nd 

invoking old orld lo altie. o t • t even if ar is ftnall d cl red, our 

people ould be found ho elessl divided nd e e din bitt r oa ~ n hp. 
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