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THE RK OF TH SUP • IO .. N 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silv r 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda, Jan ry 50, 1 38 



When the great Hillel Saids "ln the plac t:? her~ t11 re are 

no men , strive t½ou to be a man" , one on ~red , 8t e had in 

mind hen e sp0' e of a ~an . A man is not ,.., ) to 1efine . He is 

a compound of 0 aven a.nd .arth , of u~t and , tar-du ... t. ...an , o 

u e the ph aee the P~almt t, is f : rfully and wonderfully 

ma e. He is clay, ~ t m ed in the im .ge of God. ..an • s a bundle 

of cont . a.dictions , a tungled ~- ein of e!.lotion, a. 1 ot of 

irrtincts. 

Man is fashioned b~ innumerable ~nd invisi le hands of the 

P st. an 1s lastic to the mol--1 of circum ... tances. : n i namic 

in the ~a•sions of bis o~n creativ r _all ie . 

,ian h I s been c l l ed r1 shado , bulble , a flit in dram, 

a ithered gra;-s . .a.n h~ s also been c:~11 d :the cro;· of er,::. tion, 

a little lo er t an t.hA •) n els. 

Y u ma: rec .11 th t be tiful chorus in S inburne'e "A . l ta 

in Cal don"a 

"Bafor tho ~ginning of years , 
Th re came t the ,JR.king of man 
Time, th a giPt of t e rsJ 
Grief, with a f l es th t ran; 
Pl . sure, th ,sin or lt:? ven; 
Summer, \ ·i th flm ers t "t J. ellJ 
Remembr nee , llen from h • •ven, 
And 1 tin f rL en rom llJ 
tr nth .ithout h nds t e ite; 

Love t t ndur for br-.., thJ 
i ht, the ado o~ lig t, 

And Life, th hado, of ~ th." 

All th se thins ve gone into tho chcracter of an. ut of 

uch com lei ies an 

have sought to a g t 

neon ruities, the eer nd vis oner of n·ind 

ch an or a.ni "at m of t·~e inn ,r life f m n, 

tn u.e such an architect ral plan a ould result in th no l est nd 

hap ie t type of humane istence - in the Su_erior • 



Th re have been nu.me ou sug 0 ... tio . me/ e t o 

qualiti s go into the ma ing of the su erior man, as t o ·hFt arP the 

marks of the su erior man. Th re n ver has been an accurate, cienti ic 

or exhaustive st· tement of hat defin .s t he 3U? rior ~ n. But over 

nd over ugain, in liter tu.re both eacr d nd rofane, e find 

a ~empts to define or to suggest t. e ark of t he s· .perior .an. 

Such attempts <-- re fre uentl made in our Bible. You : rec 11 

th t be, utifu.l P 1m XV1 

"Lord, ho sh 11 sojourn in Thy T bernacle? 
Who shall dell upon Th~ holy moun sin? 
He that ·al .. eth uprightl, and orketh ri teou ne._s, 
And ~peaceth truth in his heartJ 
Th, t hath no sl n r pon hi tongue, 

r ta{eth up re roach ainst h neig bour; 
In whose ejes a vile pArson ·e desrr ed, 
But e honoureth them th t f e r t e LordJ 
He t h ts e reth to his o hurt, d c anget~ not; 
He t at putteth not out his ne on i nt r t, 
Tort ket a bribe gai t t .e : nnocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved." 

That is the a~ a Judean poet who lived per st enty-

five • .rs ago, defined hi d 0 1 of the ~ erior man. 

You may recall the v r y op lar poem written by one who is 

almo ta contem orary of oure, Rud)ard i . ling, w o al o ttem ted 

to define· hat in hi jud ent w s t,e superior man: 

"If you c ·.n '<eep your h ad hen 11 about ou 
Are lovin theirs and laming it on ouJ 

If -ou can tru t • ou elf ien all men doubt u, 
But a ~e a lo nee for their d ubting too1 

If => ou can wait nd not be tired b • aitin , 
Or ein lie about, don't deal in lies, 

Or being h ted don't give w t o hating, 
And et don't look too good, nor talk too wise; 



"I yo c· r - n not { ~ rJ 
If ~o' c· n thin' -- and not 01 i .. , 

f , O'l C meet th 'I'ri 'U!l . i 
And tr t tho e wo im ostors just th ame; 

rr , C r to h -r t t V o' n 
ted b Knaves to Ke tra r fool , 

Or tc· .1 . e tin OU VP 1 t , l- 0 .n, . u 
nd tn nd ild 'em up ith orn-out t ol J 

"If 0 c· • ma on a of al yo r innin s 
And r· s1

' i in one t rn f >i tch-aud-to , 
And lo e, nd ..,t rt i gai at :or begi. nin e 

A..'1 Jre th biJU ' ur lo J 
If orce ' O r t and nerve nd ine 

To t1rn ft r the· , 
:i hen t • nothing in 

1 ·- i tot . ms " n1 

"If' ; OU t! C ·-c ur virtu, 
r n - no e C on toucli, 

I nei r nor ing r hut .. 1, 

If l h , too m c z 
It .. OU 

i 
t ' 

0 on1" 

wt e Jude n oat an this nglie :1eot er . s • r ted 

b continent nd b centuri s. The n 1 .. h ot d t ent -fiv 

rs more of uman ri nc 'ra a rkabl 

si i arity th 0 t ~ rior ~ vide ced b th e 

t 0 en. Th hr 8 d 1 cl idio V ry r e 

change t · tim .. 1 ce. Bu s ent: 1 nin s r l tly 

t a et 

The .. : " 0 1 • C d t 0 nin o e 

Lord? The n "eth ~ r· g 1tl .1d or t r t u ne , 

t. e n 0 i hol ""0 e, 0 \0 -" t, , J. 

of s • ri t." e n 1 sh B rd I "I l K: 'th c ode 

and e r r virtue, or al 1th ·1n - nor lo t . C on touch, 

tc. In both oft e , t r or n i t .. e on 1 t m 1 11 
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situ tons. Th cu .. erior man is not . c eleon. ou c n n c·~ e 

t e auction of t he wUP rior o n to v ry poss i 1 mo ~l it : ion. 

He i not 11 thing to all men. He sn't one voice fort o e 

belo h im and anot er for h . '. su. eriorE. He i not di ._ olv d or 

abso bed or neutraliz db his environraent. He lks t 1r , ,.1 h th 

• orld efined, e. endn le, t ble ~or 1 er o lit. n , 1th 

such a man, one i n v r auit alone or lo tin t e orld. n 

o h r ords, . e sup rior .n 1 hole-h -- rted, int gr .ted one, nd t .ere-

fore, is l a an of tmor- t im .. licity. .i hou ,ht re rect, 

trai ht-for rd, cl r. Hie ors re .e t to c on e· h u ht 

and not t disg,rl "e t !10 ht. 

The eri r n 1 a , lov ~ t "" r ht- rw rd d 

im le t l in · ~ 0 1· e, not becaur e e - i v , ut C U e he 

nt nt lli entl to n r tan t e r e n S B of l i ttle thi • 

The u . erior an hn s pr me cll'iosi t .: bout ev~r •thi n in h 

orld. For t 1e zest of onr rent . y t r , o not r c uire 

e:>: c te, ent, t 

f ec tion t i 

rote •1e or t he e ry. He 

ro oundl r~ ct db) the orld o 

1thout 

n nd 

n ture. To th le , the hol orld bou .im is fi lled 

fr nd, both r t nd 11. Hie orld 1 o. led. 

n of t h, su rior n i hol ~ e rt dne , 

and implicit. Don't 1 in 11 s, for l. 1in ns p ritual 

disinter tion, iritual chaos. A liar ir. h ttered nd bro en 

. rsonali ty. e a de pr tel 

situations not b oldin himsel 

himself up and t~em ting to meet 

tr ed to dj r t elf to 11 new 

ntact, one, ut b r · kin 

itu tion ch ddenl con ront8 

im. One' life can b h ld to t .. r m rut nd nl b trut • 



_r,_ 

The bbi aid t t t ~e P- 1 o. od , n of Hi U iv rr-e ~s 

and t he e 1 f t l s~ rior man i t 1th . 

T. z)erio tr n · 11 )l ,...d t o hi ,n ' d .. 
i 1 lin hi 1 fe f) th ome 9 d , SO!ll e even 

• f it is, even 1 t . ursuit o ~ 1 nv lve rin 

acrifice th· t t h r · 0 t e u e i r n . 

seem to b t. e V h rt Co ~. P- ng ' I r" In f· ct e .1t 6. ..L • 

n with t ½ ( litit Co a e . e ulrni t, . ell e . 
i agined, i th th t of J +· u C • 

To ~e Pa ist, t e r . r L n do Ju ic on !1 

a ho doe. n 1 to . hlor , : r ... be. T 

are t h q l 1 ti 0 J ice h . ch n ~ er- ;,o 

quite nat r t nd o • 

The glis ,.. rd :. 0 r ::1d • t n of c0 r n 

C ' ·v lr - to the id l an of 0 

chi valr "nd self-co r· d .... nce n 1 d by ~ • 

p lmi 

"I o c - p your . d . en ... 1 bout ou ar lo in 
eir " 

"If y u C n ru t r .. 1 e 11 .. en d b 0 " 
"If 0 C force h d ine 

To 01" ur 1 r go e, 

"An . en nothin n OU 

E C pt t e 111 h 'ch t 'Hold t 'n , • 

Su re e con idence i t r 0 t rior ,1 n. Th 

t, too, no of con id ce, ut no C' muc 1 -co 

d 

n .... 

, 

e 

t 

8 C denc in God. Th t e . p .. n H br ic C r C r c. 

Accord ng t the i t, tre t our i to h lif of th 

ein, not fr m t ell- rin 0 hi 0 Will, not 0 tor 

t inner rev rence of hi own life t cau e of 1th con 

c:: i e 1 

nee 

in God who nd purpose man , n till th urpo • 
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God fill hi li ith ~tr ngth, cour ge . 

"I will li t up mine e es unto th 0 t in 
Fro, hence hall m hela com->? 

h lp c meth fr m the Lord, 
ho made aven and arth . 

He ill not uffer th foot to b ov d; 
f e that epeth thee will not 1 bcr . 
Behold, He t t ,epeth I r&. 1 
Doth nether slumb r nor leep . 

The ~ord is th l eper; 
The Lordi th) hade 
The un shall not smite 
.or the oon b hight . 

on thy ri h 
th b da)· , 

and . 

The Lord 
le s. a 1 
The Lord 
Fro!a t • 

hall keep ee from all evil; 
eep th soul . 

sha 1 gu rd thy going out and th 
tie ort ad forever . " 

• 
' 

comin in , 

There come tie , fri nd , in t life 0 a n even i i 1 C n 

no loner tell him to ' ol n1', n a man' l fe • . 
y life - it is th n, t the n of fai th Go i 

afraid , for I a 

But hether 

from fait in God, 

confi nee . In he 

"Don ' t loo 
n f OU C n 
If o ci n 

"If all men 

th you . " 

it i elf- confi 

urcl •, t e rk of 

poem oft e En 

too good, nor 
dr m - ana 
th n ~ - nd no 
count i th 

1· 

ce 

a. 

h 

or heth r 

u er 

r' r 

or n i 

s V r,. 

our 
o r 

much 

0 ro 

r , 

con 

cour 

ter 
im 

ni 

n, so 

" 0 not 

en e 

nd 

ic 

This &rnin a inE too muchnec in all thins, in good or in evil i 

centr 1th ht not erely it the oet but ith ev r · reli ion, th 

J udaism, Gree, etc . 

e n 

be 

~e ·ved 

hr ~ ea 

The ar of the u rior n is th- voidanc of extre ea . Th an 

w~o is extreme i euall over- zealou , f natic , i ?etuou . r a ~an i~ ithout 

i eals h will be acquisit i ve, a 

t his extremis , t his over- ealou nes 

t of man . Even f e i man o ide 1 , 

ill rob 1 mov t o com n t i c 
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a er .. , a bigot. If e h i:I i she ·ill ro 

to achi vo h:s de 1 • He il .. ncr fice n 

to men in is ov r-zea ousne to elp 

ho tort re anoth r rr.on fj or . to , 

tue or th orld nd urn )eoole 

or c r on bloodJ u . .. es to ... ablish 

Confuciu, one of the three 

to a ' vori d'scipl I 

"p ing to Tz 
of th six h~c. tten 

own, t hen , 11 tell 
le rn c s d c 
ill to 1 c sts e 
111 to 1 arn c t e o 
itho t t e i 1 to 1 c 
ithout th 111 to 1 c 

witho t the ill to 1 

All six 1· i er. re v·rt e 

beco e hado . 

he 
t he 

tin 

n's a 

ise 

Th ri<: f th .. ,u erior n i 

nd ~ V • 

e. e i , 

. t t 

in do .. 

n o 

h li 

• t e 

t 

bly co t n co t too r t 

end ... . e i.11 br" n r · 

e • It i t i in 0 .? r.on 

ap y . Sue .. :.>e 1 ild 

to e t e r C'! T l('! 

, tim once . "d thi .... 

~ ever '""' , 
? 'o • Sit 

th to 
no t the 

Lov o "th ut th 
• r f 

i mn r. 

,, n 

• 

n 1th r 

!1 • 

t 

uncur d, ey 

nor 1 g ard , 

neither for ard nor sh, eni hr >roud no h le, n n 0 t, nit 

mater·a1 stic nor unpr ctic 1, n her v nor • e u l • 'o , 
it i te r·r·call iffic lt to old thi lane . o n la in 

round ,i th ords. It 1 on thing to 1 ·h t th ould 

r 

nd qui ant rt ing to i c"Jli 1· e. t O. t l rior 

man. i b·lance ves on to life, en 

sn't t to 1 e. e o l t be h n, ~-ir. H 

n issue. Je ork d ig t or hi COl, ut h 

un err tanding ft e oth ' oi of vie 

ein d lln 'th human ein t t e To h 

eing. 

Another m r of th superior n n hich oet nd 

i 

e <'!up rior n 

tri 

t,tr dle 

to be 

a 

to . u:nan 

lmist r 
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is th"t t he ""U erior man r v _res or and on e-= t :-, ft.:1man hit nd h , 

himself o be an honest c --aft .::-.. c..r an,..; utili zes e · ch ur a. d 

of life in )Ur o ef1l achieve ent to "fill he unf'or ivin minute th 

0 seconds' "orth o di tan e run". "T · ch us, U ~ord , ton 'ber our 

dayel" s s the f' .. lmist in r aycr . Thi is t he mark of' t • uperior 

man - to do ~1n , to dot em ell, to rEE:pect .. onost la o , v:heth 

it be orK o~ the ind or o~ h and . 

Thom Car! rle Di • •T omen . or, • nd no t hird . i ·--st, 
t he toil • om Cr, tfman hnt •• th -( .. th-m de I . 1 u n r, ori sl don uer 
the .t-art h, n a r:: her .an , Ve er 0 r: e . 

C u..rd .. • nd J • - --
crooked, coarse, erein notwit~st ndin lies , cunnin virtue, "" 
indef easi bl., roy 1, 8..:, of e C _ r o ... i ?lan t ... 

"A cecond man hon1r, n 1' .. rt:.11 more hig. l ; i seen 
toilinL for t ne spiritually • ndis e ~ bl ; n dv.' 1., bre d , bu t}1e 

bre· d of ...,1fe ••• If t he poor nd ' umbl toil th t , . l ~ v Food , ust no 
the high @nd gloriou toil fr hi in t .c h ve Light, 
h· ve Gudance, h.nve Ii' e dom, o a. ? ". • , i 11 th ir 

agree~, I onors 11 el e c f d .u ich let .e ind 
blo ,hit~er i li h ." 

Ca lyle ·;;is uperior man . 

ae t his m rk, 1i or on 1 or, 

or labor of the h rt. T e ~up r'or m n i no 

lea nin, hoc ~uo e any books or ho has t _i~ c m 

of languages or ho c·n inc~ rwing cover at~on. 

' nd 

of c _ture , 

n be 

aro 

not to be despi ed. They ar v lua le b t cul re in 1..lcn, . ch 

i el in rk, ervlce , · c • ve .ent, in act , in does no ex 

activi ies do ,ot cr~a e th? u. erior m n . Inf c, or r blis i I 

•,11 cult re ,·hich snot V along 1 e it " 0.L " 
. n tlte nd 

¥ t d nulli it!d and not only t t t. I c uQ ... s·n, )i u 1 eg ner tion. 

nd r·n l ly, m r t'riend , the rt rk o .. he ~ up r ior Jan , V .. lon 

eems to agree, is t he an h m t rs hi fo tune a hi. i ortune. 

" 
It •o c n eet 1th triumph and disaster nd treat t em oth the s m 

"And treat thee two imposters just the ame•. 
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I don't . o . t .. ether t he r • . o .. t er t I do' o . ti. t. ~up rior 

man m:f ar t em oth . If·~ is ~ ro ·, oe~n •t orro • 

to brea his 

ealize • i 

irit. 'er he allo it t c ea.nse, to 

tion. to tho~ al ut h •. e do C!n' t llo 

down i spi i all, to let • sink to ob i • rem ~te 

m 

to 

e • 

He ben 

cle 

t ri h a te hi~ .n sp itual ens, i for 

in 

reconc·1· tion . 

The e i a e t r~se of one ~ the hb 0 our .eop " hich .. 

is the y hich r n a an i ? ich . t h . ich . 
give t h an i ... e n le to t1e et Th t i l lit;.r or 

sufferin "• An t.c Ps l ·.t, • a r 1 t . 
0 of ... ~ 

hi o~entsof und rs ndin . I t 1an .. o· , , t t u h c:'!t 

chasti ed me, or ma~in dr· een lv· . 
0 " • 

Thi is hem r of e rior an . 

Th inferi r 1an com lains, re~ents it h n 

and sorro co into hi life . e 0 i • irit t o do . to 

tter efe t. s p rior an i u nsi iv to 

sorro, nevert 1el ss, .e pe it ts rro to c n , top re, 

to ennoble. "ur e e cl arl 0 1 rt .r the .. h v ... been ' ed 

·th t e rs . " 

p ~haps I might d t hi one oh ch ract i.. tic o t u erior 

an - t t e open- in ed, th t he >r .. c:· e n e 1 ctua . 
freedom . Th 1 p rior n is n e 0 t· t, e n V 

doctrin ire . He i ever r ct~ n • • nos th t 1·re is an 

dv ncin exp rience, an unfolding r ali za ion. e e ' r . 

The dventure oft . h n in ell ct ·n h undi cov red con inent 

intri ue h ' • He hails ev n w vi ta hie open u e ore an . 
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H oe 0 CO- • at t e old C 
. ol .. or 0 e rec-·~t n 

ne J ::t ti • 

o, if 
'" 

. nt ri e . t t. . e of C er.t 0 rn 

s re· rd , t h it uld e firs \,I nd ' 
f0"!:'8 0 t '.ol -h J r rJ l"ci Y, ~eco .. ·1~ , co r nd 

C nfi .. enc nd t .irrll ,r mo er tion; hen rt.:...., tr ·, 
' 

r v renco or ' ,., h nd ortC; nr1 th n, 1 tly , et r of .., 

0 e ' i h in ·oo or vi ,., r n 0 n, t tic . - . ~ 

s kl ? in • 

i .... . . n • . ·11 al 11 • e _ in cl ~ • i e 

an d in :11 re en e n in e r ce f J. ello 

n 
., 

nsp.:. t 0 , • 













IF 
-----

If .. rou ctm keep your head when all about you 
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you; 

If you can trust ourself when all men doubt you, 
But make allowance for their doubting too: 

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
Or be ing lied about. don't deal in lies, 

Or being hated don't give way to hating, 
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise; 

If you cr:n dream--and not make dreams your master; 
If you ce.n think--and not 1:1ake thoughts your aim, 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
And treat those two impostors just the same; 

If you can bear to hear the truth ~rou 've s-poken 
Twisted by kna-ves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things ~.rou gave your life to, broken, 
And stoo~ and build 'em up vdth worn-out tools; 

If you can make one he~ of P.ll your win1ngs 
Anu risk it in one turn of pitch-and-t'oss, 

And lose , and start again at your bef'innings 
And never breathe a word about your loss; 

If you cnn force your heart and nerve ~nd sinew 
To ~er·.re "our turr.. lone after they are gone , 

And so hold on vhen there is nothine; in you 
Exce t the Will which says to them: 11 Eold on!" 

If you can talk with crowds and keen your virtue, 
Or alk v·i th Kings--nor lose the commo touch, 

If neither foe~ nor loving friends c:m hurt .. ou, 
If all men count with you, but none too much: 

If ~ ou c n-ftll the unfore,i •vint; minute 
With sixtv ~econds' vorth of distance run. 

Yours if tl e Earth A.nd everything that 1s in it, 
And--which is rnore--you 111 be a Man, my son J 

Rudyard Kipling 
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, w o s·:1.-:1.ll sojour-n in nric e? 
~ a ,.,el upon 'l1hy } W1 ai"l? 

T.e t nt alr:et'•1 upr · .:,.1tly, or ,.et~ r it.;hteou nP-ss, 
And spenket'1 trut .1 iYl his nen.rt; 
r:i:12t :r1t!l no s-P"1 e::- U"'1on : .. is to ._,.1e, 

,. doet11 c·"il to , i c; fe_lo , 
~:ror t~::et~1 1J.:? a e:9roach ·ai st hi neis'1bour; 
In w ose eyes a vile ~erson i ·espisea, 
But ' e .Llonour t:1 t:1e. t:1at fear the Lord; 
• .. e t· t s\7earet: to his 01.1n ... 't'"t, an c:1an-eth 
Te t 1 t uuttet· not out his r:1one;:r on interest, 
::o. t2.ket'1 r: bribe 9.inst t 1e • ~r">cent . 
He thr:.t • et· .1. t: e e thin s shall e er be o .,.ed. 

121 

7i lift 1-0 -,1 ne e: es ll.nto t:1e "riountA.ins; 
ro:i :1ence s: all y • eln c e7 

! elu c !:let' 1 +-rom t.'1e o d, 
r.1. de 1eaven an· e:;\ rti • 

-qe ill not su :"'er t : J :oot to e 
He t\at kP- t 1 t.1ee will not sl 
3~"-i 1- , l e t.1 t ·:ee-peth r el 
Dot· nei the~ s 1mb . n sl ee • 

l' ~ C L 't'". s ::ee e . .. ...... , 
':1he L d is ;la e un n t' l. 

~e S"?tn s· al smite t:1e b· 
r t :1e no n ni -ht . 

'::: ..... e a. '1,,l kne t ·1f?e f on 1. 
1 keen tl • so -. 

r&e 01--d s: al Fi, rd tlr o int; OU 
~r !J this + • +' a.IlC for e r . 1,l:-lC - r 1,11 

V 

• t i and. 

' 

e il; 

3..."ld 
. co;;1i , 

0 
... 
\I ' 

- ., 



EN v ORTH F HONO_ 
By 

Thomas Carlyle 

Two men I honor, and no thim. First, the toilworn 
Craftsman that with earth-made Implement laboriously conquers 
the Earth, and makes her man's. Venerable to me is the hard 
Hand; crooked, coarse, wherein notwithstanding lies a cunning 
virtue, indefeasibly royal, as of the see ter of this Planet ... 

A second man I honor, and still more highly; Hirn who 
is seen toiling for the spiritually indispensable ; not daily 
bread, but the bread of Life ... If the poor and humble toil 
that we have Food, must not the high and glorious toil or him 
in return, that he have Light, have Guidance, have Freedom, 
Immortality? ... These two, in all their degrees, I honijr: 
all else is chaff and dust, which let the wind blo · whither it 
listeth. 

SAYINGS OF CONFUCIUS 
By Herbert Giles 

Speaking to Tzu Lu, the aster said: Have ou ever 
heard, Lu, of the six shadows which attend six several virtues? 
No, he replied. it down, then, and I will tell ~ou . Love of 
goodness without the will to learn casts the shadow called 
foolishness. Love of knowle~ge withou the ·11 to learn casts 
the sha1ow called instabili+ . Love of tr th lli.thout the will 
to learn casts the shadow called insensibility. Love o candour 
without the will to learn casts the shadow called rudeness. 
Love of daring without the will to le rn ca ts the shadow called 
turbulence. Love of firmness without the will to learn c st 
the shadow called eccentricity. 



"Before the beginning of years, 
There came to the making of man 
Time, with a gift oft ars ; 
Grief, with a glass that ran; 
Ple sure, with pain for leaven; 
Summer, with flowers that fell; 
Remembrance allen from heaven, 
And medness risen from hell; 
Strength without hands to smite; 
Love that endures for a breath; 
Night, the shadow of light, 
And ife, the shado of death." 
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4 THE MARK 6F t'HE SUPERIOR MAN - -- -- .,. 
Sermon, The Temple, January 30, 

1938 
it. 

When :elm ttJaat Hillel~: nin the place where there are 

no me'n, strive thou to be a man i Qne won er~ hat he had in 

mind when he spoke of i man."
1 

A man is not easy to define. He is 

a compound of heaven and earth, of dust and star-dust. Man, to 

use the phrase of the Psalmist, is fearfully and wonderfully 

made. He is clay, stamped in the image of God. Man is a bundle 

of contradictions, a t angled skein of emotion, a knot of 

fashioned by innumerable and invisible hands of the 

Past. Man is plastic to the mold of circums t ances. Man is dynamic 

in the passions of his own creative realities. 

--Man has been cal led a shadow, a bubble, a flitting dream, 

a withered grass. Man has also been called the crown of creation, 

a little lower than the angels. 

You may recall that be -utiful chorus in Swinburne's 11 Atal anta 

in Calydon": 
~ 

I 

~Before the beginning of years, 
There came to the making of man 
Time, with a gift of tears; 
Grief, with a glass that ran; 
Pleasure, wi th pain for leaven; 
Summer, with flowers t hat f ell; 
Remembrance f allen from heaven, 
And madnes s risen from hell; 
Strength ithout hands to smite; 
Love t~t endures for a breath; 
Night, the shadow of light, 
And Life, the shadow of death. 

All these things have gone into the character of man. Out of 

such com lexities and incongruities, the seers and visioners of mankind 

have sought to suggest such an organization of t he inner life of man ---~-

as would result in the noblest and 

happiest type of human· existence - in the uperior Man. 



hare /;ce,1 
◄IMlil~""-"~~~"' /Jumerous suggestions.~ made as to wlliW- the 
1,/4 lC /1.- _ / 

qualitiesfigo into the making of the superior man_. -~;g;;;Jlld:l~:=ii¥s;:::lJ._ -f 11 

marks of the superior man. Th re n~ver-has been an aeenrate, c1:entific 

t defines the- u r·or n. But ~er 

end over again, in literature both sacred and profane, we find 

at 911lpts to define or to suggest the marks of the s erior man. 

Such attempts are freouently made in our Bible. You may recall 

that beautiful Psalm \ 
,, 

,,.,,-Lord, who shall sojourn in Thy Tabernacle? 
Who shall dwell upon Thy holy moun ain? 
He that alketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 
And soeaketh truth in his heart; 
Th3t hath no slander upon his tongue, 
Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour; 
In whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
But he honoureth them that fear the Lord; 
He that sweareth to his own hurt, nd changeth not; 
He that putteth not out his mone· on interest , 
Nor taketh a bribe against the innocent . 
He that doeth these things shall never be moved." 

That is the wa a Judean poet who lived perhaps twenty

five ye~rs ago, defined his ideal of the superior man. 

You may recall the~opular poem written by one who is 

almost a contemporary of ours, Ru yard Kipling , who also attempted 

to define what in his judgment W'S the superior man: 

If you can keep your head when all about you 
Are lojin theirs and blaming it on you; 

If you can trust you elf hen all men doubt you , 
But maKe allowance for their doubting too: 

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
Or being lied about, don't deal in lies, 

Or being hated don't give way to hating, 
And yet don't look too good, nor tal~ too wise; 



• 

"If you can dream -- and not make dreams your master; 
If you can think -- and not make thoughts your aim , 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
And tre~t those two impostors just the same; 

If you can bear to hear the truth you've s oken 
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
And s"b:>p and build 'em up with worn-out tools; 

,1 "If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
I And risk it in one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
And never breathe a ord about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
To serve your turn long after they are gone , 

And so hold on hen there is nothing in you 
Except the \\'ill which says to them: "Hold on l" 

"If you can tal with cro ds and eep your virtue, 
Or walk with ings - nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 
If all men count with you , but none too much: 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
ith sixty seconds' orth of iR nee run, 

Yours is the Earth and everything h t's in it, 
nd -- which is more - you' l l be a an, my son~" 

Now the Judean poet and this English eot ere sep~rated 

by continents and b) centuries. The English eot had twenty-five 

years more of human experience to draw on, yet there is a remarkable 

similarity in the marks of the superior man as these 

two men. The surface phr· se and local idiom var:;for these 

change with time a_..,-+---. 1.it the essential meaning is freq ently 

the same: 

The Psalmist says: "Who shall Ascend the mountain of the 

Lord? - The man who w l keth uprightly and worketh righteousness, 

the man who is wholesome, who is one, the man who has s i ngleness of heart, 

singleness of spirit." The English Bard says: "If you talk with crowds 

and keep your virtue, or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch,o/ 

In both of 
(Jcern s .1 

theseA the superior man is the one who is the same in all 



• 

situations. 
e lta..m I e c 17 

The ~uperior man is not a eemal11A. You can anticip te 

the reaction of the superior man to every possible moral situation. 

He is not all things to all men. He haft one voice for those 

below him and another for his superiors. He is not dissolved or 

absorbed or neutralized by his environment. He alks through the 

world a defined, dependable, stable moral personality. And with 

such a man, one is never quite alone or lost in the ~orld. In 
~ 

other words, the superior man is whole-hearted, integrate~one, and ther~ 

fore, is always a man of utmos t simplicity. His thoughts are direct, 

straight-for ard, clear. His words are meant to convey thought _ 

~ not to disguise t hought. 

The superior man always loves the s t rai ht-forward and 

simple t hings of l i fe, not because he i naive, ut because he 

ants intelligently to una erstand the r eatness of little things. 

The superior man has supreme curiosity about everything in the 

world. For t he zest of wonderment and myster y , he does not reoui re 

exci tement, the grotesque or the extraordi na ry. He i without 

· ffectation but i profoundly affected by the world of man and 

nat re. To the simple man, the whole world about him is fi l led 

friends, bot great and small. Hie worl d is peopled. 

One of the marks of the superior man is whole-heartedness, 

and s .: mplicity. t deal in lies, for lyin means spiritual 

disintegration, spiritual chaos. liar is a shattered nd broken 

oersonality. He has desperately~ tried to adju t himse~f to all ne 

situations not by holding himself intact~ffliih but by breaking 

himself up and at t empting to meet a situation ihich suddenl~ conf ron 

im. One' life can be held together b truth and only by truth. 
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The ;Rabbis said th t the eal of God and of His Univerce is ruth 

and the eal of the superior man is truth. 

The superior man will make a pledge to hi o destiny and 

wi l l linK his life up ~ith some cause, some ideal, some ou ose eve 

if the pursuit o that goal involves suf ering and 

" sacrifice - thLt is 
a.,,-t 

seems to beAthe ver 

the mark of the superior man . That, of course/ 

heart of Kipling's "If" . In fact he eights hi 

an with the quali•ty of Courag:/ -bie Palmist, as ma 

imagined, with th~t of Justice. 

ell be 

To the Psalmist, the suoerior man i one ho does Juf tice, 

a man ho doec no evil to his neighbor, ho takes no bribe. These 

are th e aualities of Ju tice which in thee. es of the Hebrev poet 

quite aturally stand out. 

The English hoe tradition is th t of cour ge and 

chivalry - to him the ideal man is o~e of cour ge ennobled by 

chivalr and self-confidence ennobled by mode ty. 

~If you can .eep your head when al l about you . 
their tt 

~If you can trust .yourself hen all men doubt you 

irf you can force your he rt and nerve ~nd inew 
To se7e your turn long after the are gone, 

"And so hold on when there i nothing in ou 

Except the ill hich says to them; "Hold tit'' 

losing 

Supreree confidence is the mark of the superior man. The 

P almi t, too, knows of confidence, but not so much ~elf-confidence 

as confidence in God . That perhaps is art Hebraic char cteristic . 

According to the Psalmist, strength pours into the life of the 

hwnan being , not from the well~springs of his own ill, not out of 

J 71 

ideal 

the inner reverence of his own life but because of faith and confidence 

in Goel whose will and purpo e man O '-Y 



• 

-6-

of ~od. God fills his life with strength, courage. 

"I will lift up mine eyes unto the mountains; 
From whence shall my help come? 
My help cometh from the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved; 
He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Behold, He that keepeth Israel 
Doth neit~er slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper; 
The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall keep thee from all evil; 
He shall keep thy soul. 
The Lord shall guard thy going out and thy coming in, 
From this time forth and forever. 

There comes a time,-m, friends, in the life of a man when even his will can 

beaten 

by life. - it is then, to the man of faith that God whispers, "Do not be 

afraid, for I am with you." 

But whether it is self-confidence or whether it is confidence derived 

from faith in God, surely, the mark of a su erior man is courage and 
-th ~, 

confidence. In the poem of the English ter,4is av. significant ase: 

"Don't look too good, nor talk too wise 
nlf you can dream - and not m ~e dreams your master , . 
"If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim 
"If all men count with you, but none too much 

( 

This warning against too muchn ss in all things, in good or in evil is a 

central thought not merely with the poet but with every religion. ••ith 

Je&is.a, '1,•ak, etc. 

The mar of the superior man is the avoidance of extremes. The man 

who is extreme is usually over zealous, fanatic, impetuous. If a man is without 

ideals he will be acquisitive, a beast of a man. Even if he is a man of ideals, 

this extremism, this over-zealousness will probably move him to become a fanatic 
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a cr~nk, a bigot. If he has ideals he will probably count no cost too great 

to achieve his ideals. He will sacrifice means to ends. He will bring misery 

to men in his over zealousness to help and save them. It is this Kind of person 

who tortures another person in order to make him happy. Such _eople•-Bl!!a.t::s 

burn peoole ut the stake to save their s ouls 

or carry on bloody pu ges to establish Kingdom~ 

Confucius, one of the thr9e--wisest men of al l times QIIQe said this 

to a favori·e disciple: 

n aJing to Tzu Lu, the ast r aid& Have you ever heard, Lu, 
of the six shadows which attend six several virtues? No , he replied. Sit 
down, then, and I will tell ·ou. Love of goodness ithout the will to 
learn casts the shado called fo, lishness. Love of kno led e without the 
will to learn casts the shadoi called in~tability. Love of truth without the 
will to learn casts the shado called in ensibilit~ . Love of candour 
without the will to learn casts the shaio called rudeness. Love of ·aring 
without the will to learn casts the shadow called turbulence. Love of firmness 
without the will to learn casts the shadow c lled eccentricity.~ 

All six qualities are virtues
1but in their extreme, unharnessed, uncurbed, they 

become shadows which darken man's way through life. 

The mark of the superior man is that be is neither h sty nor a laggard, 

neither for ard nor shy, ·ther proud nor humble, neither hard nor soft, neither 

materialistic nor UBpractical, neither vis i onary nor yet ithout ideals. o, 

it is terrifically difficult to hold this balance . So 'r, e ve been laying 

around with words. It is one thing to say what t he superior man should be 

and quite another t 'iing to i~ciplir life . But th tis the , · r k o h ~u erior 

man. Thi b~lance gives Joint to life, a sen e of ~erenit . The supPrior man 

doe bt tr;· to pla safe. He onl r ants to be human, fair. He doef 

n i sue. He orks d fights for hie convict·ons. Bu he ~1 a tri 

str dle 

to be 

underrta ding of the other's point lwa re e b r tha he is a 

human bein and dealing 'ith human beings,Athat the Torah s give. to human 

bein • 

Another m~rk of the superior man on hich poet and p lmi t gree 

, 
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is that the ~uperior man reverec ork and honest craftsman hip _ he, 

himself tries to be an hone~t craftsman and utili7es each hour and da 

of life in ourposeful achievement to "fill the un""orgiving minu e ·ith 

60 seconds' worth of di tance run" . "Teach us, u Lord, to number our 

dayst" says the ~salmist in rayer. This is the mark of the superior 

man - to do t hings, to do them well, to re pect honest labor, ~hethr r 
rl 

it be ~ork of the mind or of the hand. 

Thomas Carlyle said: "Two men I honor, nd no third . Fi~st, 
the toilv:orn Craftsman that vith earth-made Imolement la oriousl conouers 
the larth, and mak sher man's. Vener ble to me i the hard Hand; 
crooked, coarse, wherein not i hstanding lies a cunnin virtue, 
indefeasibl ro al, as of the scepter o this Planet ... 

"A second man I honor, anu still more hi hly; P.im who is sen 
toilin for the spirituall indisoens ble; not dail • breed, bu the 
bre~d of Life: .. rf the poor and humble toil ha ,e have Food, must not 
the hir and loriou toil for him in return, that he hav Light, 
h ve v ance, have reedom, Immortalit .. , ? .•• ._Th c:e tv.o , in all their 
de ree~, I honor. : allele i chaff and dus, hich let the ind 
blo • vhither it listeth . A 

Carlyle v.as a superior man. And the mark of his distinction 

as this t labor , heth r of the hand 

or l or- of the hart . The superior man is not just a man of culture, 
I 

lea ing , who can quote m y books or who has at hi~ command a number 

of languages or ho can engage in charming conversations. 

desp± ~hey are valuable but culture in idlenes ·hich 

doe not exprecs it elf in work, service, achieve ent, in acts • 

does not create tre superior man. In fact, our r bi said : 

11All culture ihich does not have alongside it t e end 

aste<:Jnullified and not only that . It cau e in, s piritual degeneratio. 

finally , ~::::ld:amB11;r- ma~ of the superior man, ever one 

seems to agree , is the man who mat rs hi fortune ad his mi fortune . 

f you can meet with triumph and disaster) a11d-:;;;~K~gjlellf~oilr-~n!mme 

_,,And treat these two imposters just the same . 

' 



I df&t k ow whether they are imposters) but I do know it i~ the uperior 

man who masters them both . If it is sorrow, he doer t permit sorrow 

to break his spirit. Rather he allows it to cleanse, to make him 

realize his obligations to thos e 

down him @~ititual~, to let him 

about him. He doesiibt allow 
sp,-,..itu.~I I 

sink to obesity. He masters ,.__ 

it to 

his f ate. 

He bends triumph and disaster to his own spiritual ends, disaster ·· for 

cleansing and purification; triumph for generosity, good will and 
I 

reconciliation. 

There is a greDt phrase of one of the ,Rabbis of our people . 
-,, Whut 

13& way wWeb brings a man to immortality? ~ich =is el~ wa ..,,.i:cl:t 
1- /I 

give~ to human life an element of the eternal? Ta.f;. is the auality of 

suffering'y Aad ke Psalmist.s=i~l=l-=1~~!18111-. cries out in one of 

his momentsfr understanding: "I thank you , _o Lord, tha t thou hast 

chastised me, for making me drink deep of the aters of salvation ." 

This is the mark of the superior man. 

The inferior man complain~_.,.«M~n~e~ when trials, tribul tions/ 

and sorrow come into his life. He all ows his spirit t o go down to 

utter defeat. The superior man is just as sensitive to grief 

sorrow, nevertheless, he permit th t sorrow to cleanse, to purge, 

to ennoble. "Our eyes see clearly only after they have been wa hed 

with tet.:i rs." 

Ruh; JI I mi ht add this one other characteri tic of the superior 

man - 1lalllt he is open-minded~~ he appreciates and seeks intellectual 

freedom. The superior man is never a dogmati t, b ■ ts never a~ 

doctrinair-' .lllllllMl. never a reactionary. He knows that life is an 

'---
advancin experience, an unfolding realiza ion. He i~ a seeker. 

The adventure of the human intellpct in the undiscov red continents 

intrigues hi m. He hails every new vista which opens up be ore man . 



He does not scoff at the old bee use it is old nor does he re~ist the 

ne, ju~t because it is ne. 

So, if ou want to surr.mari e what these ooet of ancient and modern 

days regard as the mark of the superior man, it ould be first e.nd 

foremost - whole~he rtedness nd ~imol ·c~ty; secon~, courage and 
~ - L 

moderation; t~en-:arti try, er ftsmanship , . confidence 1 M1a third 
J 

reverence for man's hand 
~ • ) I /I 

ork; ~w+-,....-.tl, ~ master· of ,1t~ fttf<::..,• 
tt "fl d. 

O'fte' s faith in good er eT½a. and finally the fre)~ ope~, rmpathetic 

seeking mind . 

This is a man ho ill alway dell in the Tabernacle of the Lord 

a-Be:--&tir&11$".*~~liiEF-i~M!i!ffi":tr and tand in the presence of his fellow 

men as a l ight,..aa-• inspiration. 
/1 

I 7 l 




