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FROII EGYPT UNTIL BOW 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hil lel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday aorning, April 17, 1958 



It is discouraging, my friends, to stop am think on this 

Passover of the position of our people in many parts of the world. 

4,000 years after the first Passover and the redemption of our 

people from slavery, we find millions of our people again living in 

Egypts, groaning under the yol<e of oppression, eating bread of 

affliction and the morror of humiliation and indignation. It 

is discouraging when one surveys the world today to find that after 

so many wars which mankind has waged for the liberation of man, 

so many bloody revolutions, such untold sacrifices - ten Jlillion 

in the last war alone - for freedom, democracy, a resurgence or 

tyranny almost everywhere in the world, an unarrested collapse 

of those great ideals. 

But such is, my friends, the heart-breaking nature of 

progress. It is uncertain. It is not dependable. It is precarious. 

It is unpredictable. 

The moral life or an age is reflected in government, social 

organizations in international relationship. It does not always or 

necessarily keep peace with the intellectual life or that age. 

It is of course true that the human being is one, that dx 

man is a unit. But all the elements which go up to make this one 

man do not develop equally or simultaneously or harmoniousl:,. That 

is true of mankind, too • .lnd this failure to develop simultaneously 

all along the line results in a tragic lack of balance which handicaps 

the individual and society and frequently destroys the individual 

and society. 
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In our aay, C nee f r or e end e t. n mor • 

The gre t t c re i en b i nee to inr-ure ace C • I ef .:c ency 

a e endabilit. The utmo t caution i t en b , 6 ien to el · n 

ch nc or v ri bility t l nt ur rl e. V r· cone iv bl 

contingenc · i ro ded for. 

othing, o cure, n alli le. cc . ents, o C 0 , 
appen . But sc~ence ~ end it el 0 utmo t t.O d c h 

coincid nee and th nciaent. . ace nt to inim • 

A f s go fle e sev n t u and ile C O S 

this c untry. Thirt - five 1 ar go, h r as no avie th n air 

plane. The hol C nee ronauti s i not X • t. thin 

th rty-five rs ap roxi ly, n • of n' lL.eti , he 

n science s developed, new chine , n 1 .nts. An 1 

or niz tion, an ela or te t chnique t in J r onn 1 of 
OJ;!ed 

pane b 11 rs, ngineers , mech lots/- !id on r vel 

toda t OU nds of r et in air, in in or in no n 

ni ht in h 11 of olan t terrific e din co ort nct n 

p ce of mind. ? cau eon h con ·aen n t in, in 

the scienti ic min uil tn t chine, in the ci nt ic 

skill le nt into t e conatr ction o t C in• ne h 

c n id nc int e dependa ilit, n t r 1 b lit i t 

impl ents hich aid pilots int n vi tion of t he s, 1. h 

c nfidenc in r dio, ele hon 

ith t e round d r c ve 

hich t i ot 

th r re ort, etc . n h c nf dance 

t 

in tm r dio signals hich enable th pilots to Keep on rai ht cour , 

not to devi ta. n e confidence in the to million do 1 r c 1 - o r 

r volving aeons hich one ae ev r t nt miles w ch• i l inate 
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the path acrose the coun ry, nd whicn t ls the tr vel rt. th ia 

e ng convo~ ed b. h vigilanc, T a ep nd bl 

organization, b a science hich h s de rovisions for ni h every 

contingencJ• This is ht acie,co c n do. Inf ct, c·ence c 

predict ith a fir degr.e of cert int hat adv nces ill be made 

ten, fifty y are from toda in any field of c entific diseov 

L . s than a century a o, he poet Tenn on redicted 

in hi~ ell known . o~m, 

transpired. 

, omPthin hich has 

an eye C n s e; 
th 0 on , t 

• 

uld 
"For dipt into the future, far h 
~ w the Vi ion of the orld, d 11 
Saw the havens fill with commerce, rgo .. ies ic ils, 
Pilo s of .. urpl light , dro in 0 co tl · 1 

written nin t - ix r go . SC ntific ion o the 

• 

Thi 

poet , i ave lit r 1 e ee , co re ling 

in t.e ,eve c tod d drop in 1 do • t. co tly le , carr.} in , 

conv in m d t ·a1 from one nd oft e art to the oth r. 

1 t c ence c do. 

t thi on, int e om al o vi io e ti 1 

•Till O • r-dr throb o longer, nd h 
ere urled 

In the rarliament of an, the eder tio 

ere i it? Have h 

der tion of the orld? 

tle- lag be urled? h 1 

Thi am eion of a P rliame t of 1.11 v· 

pro h t Isaiah. n th t vision h ot co pa • 

Buch 1 th tr gi di- erence, m fri.nd , b t 

of science nd the ro re 0 morality. And ecaue 

1 C 0 on 1n r 1 ton to the oth ri!: ed, V 

ttle- lage 

orld." 

this 

ion ~ th 

een the pro 

i th:l 

ankin t 

that is torn, namt ent in twain, lled ·in this direction an th t 

re e 

tr 

" ••• 

t 

ic 
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•ou have the r sult of chaos nd anareh in the whole of 1· e . 

Sci nee doe so thin more 1 ich mo~ality o n't o. h n 

sci nee discovors th t a thin d •#sn I t ork, it, it scr ps it . It 

is thr~ugh with it. The sc·entist in hiq labor- tory, oe not 

t he same error ov r .d over ain. 

t 

But not so man in his oral nd •)ir.: tual life . H ill 

repqat the ~· e blunder, m·.tD e tie nd • in and even th h he 

h s suffered grievousl bee use of an eerlier • t Ke, c ill 

continue to rep at it over nd over a ain . 

e ore 1914, ~ope hoped to main a. in ace t hrou h 

b·lanc9 of o er. There as the dual llia ce on th one h nd and 

t he • ple Entente on t he other . Thi a t e t t h t th 

diplom&Cl of atesmanehip ich th gener,t on be ore t e r coul 

evolve and th t best wae no good and that et 1 d to t r. h tlie t 

f:.>ur , rs of war th t . nkind has ev. r own . I clence had m·de 

such a tra ic error, it 

written it down a such. 

t enty er after t e 

ould f ve reg" rded t hie a a ailure and 

But not o an in hi 1.1or .1 life C U 8 

orl( W r, Euro_e gain tri to t ,;.abli h 

peace, not through collectives c~rity , not thro h an intern tional 

or~anization r ich would enforce p ace, but of one t,ro p • ain t 

another. Thi. is t he brilliant d • lomao;} of l 8. Before 1914, t . 

net.ions of iurope made d experi .ent in t h ·nt ati nal 1 bor t ry 

n ely to insure n tio restige, n tional pe ce b rm ent. I d n' t 

kno· ho .an o you recall t j rs J fore t he orl ar . The 

now, the n~tions ere drainin their lite blood into hu r a.ente . 

German · beg n t e race then, as in t1 e 1 t e • r • The 

Kiser challenged the British upremac on the ea. He aid th~ 
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"th Tri ent u t be in our and w. nd ·n 18 8 

b il in pr w ich rightened G t r in 

bot tor org ni e its mil e tabl hm nt. 

hundred ves els. It b gan o ild Dre mo ht 

and for h lf decade the continued to 

ex ri .nt l to disaster. T,·ent.. , r 

to a 

ter, 

be n a h e 

ich i 

I er 

d 

ped 

el et 

o e t.o 

dno 

in oint. t 

t t s st r, 

Europe i going trough th e ex)eri nt. Thee is in a race 

or re- b d and butter i ein t d d or c non th 

t 

t inevit ble result or ar in t o j r or t ee e r or fiv • r • 

All o ich, r ~rends illu +rat t er 

in mor ls. It is av hard nd d _ icult one. 

rece s·one, full of pitfalls. 

d o 

It i 

o re s 

111 or 

e re in the mid t of ch an or 

ent. Th rece son ha set in. Th e r 

t- r kin disap oint

r, gee . Th e r 

the d rk gea. They m h ve returned. They e not on the a. 

The ct th t ou ve utomobiles, e o 1 e , elephone , 

doesn't in the least detract from the cold hat e r living 

ain intellectually, socially, in th Dr . Bee u • ht re the 

c ract ri tics or th D rk Agee? Int -1 ct al en 1 v nt, bi ot~, 

rand r ration for ar . Th e r the r Ages. 

The Egypte and Pharaohs h·v re urn • ore t.an on countr~ 

11iay 1a "house of Slaves". e re a ain building 

ancient~ pt huge store houses so to • el~-

anothar war. The orld, riende, ia 1 ain. 

out of t t flame and fire f our d t re . emerg 

t re e erged out o th tla ing bush in the wil rne 

a new red mption or mankind. The orld needs ~ tod 

a new redemption, n w ep ritual revoluti n. 

t e did in 

f_ici nt for 

But rhapa 

II as once 

to o es, 

a ne o nd 
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kind ha been orshi~ing idols of im_ ialism, of cla 

hatred. Th time ha co e for · ne proclamation. "Send forth my 

people t. t the orship me.• 

d r rriend , out o the to?"J of the E od s fro ypt 

man d F l e rn a fe le-sons. 

the lesson of th fleshpots. 

nd the fir t of them i this, 

en t he Chil ren of Israel found 

th m elv sin t he ildernee after then er e redeemed from E Jpt, 

when the· found t hemselve without food, DIDI t he~ cried1 "T ke 

us c.< to Eg pt, ta e us ba.c1 to the f leshpots. e t food." 

And any n tion hie ~opes to or serve itself must h ve food. 

all yo want about e ocrac but if p ople a e ployed, 

o can lk 

eo l 

cannot rovide for t heir ive a.d childr n h lement rs nece siti 

ot food an shelter t en t e nill be 0 in to er r som fell o will 

offer t hem or promise t .. em th food hich t need. The gr st 

menac to Ame ic n de oc~ac or to moc ac of n r coun r 1 

not th is r ble ropaganda of th· li tle r up of sci t or th t 

little roup. The r e.t st enace 1 r lon ed unemplo) nt and 

.uman s fering. Th ir t le son t t man ind 11 

l arn from our Exodu from g t. 

le on o cur ge. Ther c , no Secondl is ti, 

fr edom it out cour ge. hen t he c re of Ir el oun~ lve 

on th hore of th d a, th ate 

and the g pti n, th ·r hor e nd c 

o h 

iotr 

d ea fo 

v cin o rd 

the rec 1th r. rand t rror nd one t he. cri d out to 

, 

their 1 a er, o e, " , did t th u br·n us o t of p to tie? 

Facing hat I emed to be an n urm utabl o t cle, thes rst hile 

slaves lost courage, ere paralised th r ar. e voic of th Lord 

came to osesa "pa unto the eopl of Isr 1 nd 1 t • them arch 
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or rd into th • 

The Pre i nt _ th Un ·t~d t , a .1. 

hi~ lf t t' e eric n eo 1 d tt red t 

truth wh ch th r c n ople oug t to 

r th 

n ibl 

, 

e 

upon t 1eir h rte r~d inde. " or t e ch . rt, ,e 

il, not tie t anchor, e•il, not dri t." A ople t 

t 

i 

·1 -

rid 

tom p riment, o t new 1 

old ju t bee e it i old, eopl ht 

0 1 ich clin to th 

rr· i b" ny 

lo nan c tch ord i eople th t ill soo~ r r 1 ter loc t 

o r and th rivilege of elf-gov rn. nt. 

ich ankind ~ le rn fro our E.xo u ro 

ma l 

ha th • C n no treed ithout .. 
.J. • 

i not 1 son 

rend i thisa 

r t in t 

ose did . en th Child n of I r el re t o E to 

the to t'.e foot of t. in i and . 
V t m th 

utilize t t ne found freedom 0 0 1 

b an rch. 10 one 1 ree zcept the . 0 

th T r h, in . " free 1 t 

Th i no fr edom here in ti1e 0 1 re 

ovemmed not b la but by an indivi u orb 

a uhr r or a co 1 ,1 ar. Th e u t b law 

or g ou s, over-arch n oci t · it 1 '° ic 

b obedient. "There all be on 1 w to ou, 

and to who i tr gr in th 1 d." Thi 

That link up the individual 1th n inite, 

law 

no h 

t eps 1 n 

nn l of L • 

1 

a cl e, b a ·d che 

ov 

to 

- rchin all cl 

1 nor roupe moat 

.. ~ ho is n t ve 

u n ignity. 

th God 1 r.; 1 • 

Bee use t h piritual law of life 1 th la• of lif. 
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Finally, the le son hich e l earn from the Exo rom 

Egy tis t h t freedom mu t be achieved. I is nots boon r ~nt d. It 

is not a gif+ offer d. It is something ac. i eved trough 

self-sacrifice, trough e uc'tion. 

g le, 

The gener tion t h t left tg, pt s found n orthy to ent r 

t he ~ romi 0 ed land. ile nominally nd ffici ally li r. d, oi ituall 

and intellectually it as stil l a eneration o~ 1 v r. They d not 

t had time to r ef as. io t h9i minds nd soul according o n 

ttern of r eedom. Fr eedom mur t rned. It mu~t e ,aid for • . ou 

don't get rel b a revolution. 

The fo er Pre~i ent o the Unit d te►, r nt over, 

i r t rnin rom t 8 co rie. a roa 1 r C ntl e n r "' or e , , 

t he Fore g Aff ir 0 g i i .. in hich V nt 

observ· tiona "Th ;,rot cti n o" de oc C i 11v it, e 

revi alize it ~ithin our rder , t ,, t e itcl n of i nfec on, 
.... 

buse, t h ·t · e in it U?On in ell ct 

mor 1, t hat e ~ e o t of r." 

ho t , t . e ld 

" tis t he gr te t rvice tat t i n C iv 

futur of h anitl •" 

L&stl, m friends, t h re i 0 t hin hich J . can 

fro our rore-f t · r 4,000 • rs go. I aid mo nt o, t ., 

t h eople .found themselv s in th . ed wea' e Bible IQ a "the 

terri 1 afraid! They C ED Wlto th Lord t at t hey re af'r id. 

0888 s id to t hem, "Don't be afraid. Stand b .. n ee t lv t 

of God. Don't be afraid." 

y de r fri nd , the gr te t d. n er to the e iah orld 

today er n eleew r i ar, a re r ich , our elve, are 

to e 

1 rn 

en 

ere 

And 

on 
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are helpin to c te amon o rselve. re co in, any o u, to 

a ine h re. e 1· ve co a to xagge,.., te ev ., i dling 

.... ncident . e ha e co,e to isinte et ev r · inn cent re 

br~ t ng our own f r into us . 

i aginations ·e running a a 1th s . 

T,o s .go, h ~,ened t e in th Cit.: of ... o Ang l 

here I visit din haif o the United ?alecti e Appe 1 nd Jv rse. 

relief. I foun ever here lendid Je ish co unitiee 

lert of h·t is goin o in the ewish orld and red • 

lp . I ve r tifie th the re ~one to my ? 

r , eenl 

r to 

r 

e . 

I attn e a dinner h ch wa iven at on oft e hotelQ in 

Lo Angele b th P cific R ·on l Conference o~ t e Je ish el re 

Or ani t ion, a conference ' C br u ht t it 1 d'n J 

n he c ..... fic Co t . It re vent r , ·a • r 

all deli hte it. t he of t 11t ev ning. 

Los ngeles, 8 y t 0 , i cit • .. h ch ro n up 

var., r pidly and hich • tr cted to it -1 sort of eopl • 

It ie rm there an en don ' t c re to or. can lo fin 

Lo Angeles ar bet,er t n ou c n in Cl vela d. 

It has a number of anti- or ani t·on ot 

11 inds . It a o has a zi roup th tis ve c ive n n rl 
of 

all of them e an. A thi n uetl'is hich. ,o e mo nt 

ago, half a do n azis 

?lac rds in t i ch the 

red in ron of th otel th 

aid ome uncomplim n t .in • out Je e . 

manager of the Hot 1 c lled t e oolice and th bye r . 1-1nt 

home . hen I c e home to Cl ve and, the ncid nt ad be nm ni ied 

many times . People aid to m , •Ra bi h t hap ene int t r·ot in 

Lo n elea? t di ou do hen the Nazis bro~e into t e Hall?• 
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I t had become th ~ubject o dinn r table. It as ndied about ith 

gre~t relish . That is ht I men b~ being ~h 11- hoc.ed . 

In .,h t cit of Los Angles, for exam.le, t hee re h lf 

a dizen anti- · t ~olic or aniz~ ions . nm hotel, I rec- v d four 

or ive anti- C· thol ic piece o ~ liter at re at 

! don ' t know the ~ath lies of Cleveland are so terri ically 

dist rbed about t he situ&tion in Lo fm eles , f or :,: mple . 

I am not unmindful o r~ li ie , ID" riend • And am 

not one f" those ho follow n ostric oli c of hiding .e head ~ 

in eat e . o no to see • at oin on in e orld . n 

the contr .. r , on th oth r h nd, - re e to be I ro-

.. u e to be riven, as th i le su e, " y t oun of it. ring 

1 r ." I refu e to eli v Dl elf ~Or.l le. in 1 n .r I 

am co pletel • a home . An too m DJ Je are 

_nto a 'r me of ind , as o ele:s in a land •h re 

co pletely at home lie an) oth r people . 

h m lves 

ey s hould be 

•Do not be a raid" . li tle l e reh n ion an a 

little or : confidenc . A 1 tle le 

the s irit of fire nd indi n tion. 

f e 

t -

• li tle ore of 

,. t Je n ed . 

And a little le~ tal bout ti-Sm ism 1th u f ood over 

luncheod , dinner . It will be good for 

A f •. y .. ~ r ~ ago, ftar . o 

peoole al ed. but automobi • t 

ur oul nd J r ind . 

ot t hro h ·th dinn r , 

~ ck ,xc an . Tody , 

·the 1 arcel. over, the gr u s rt di cu sin 

e . It doa n •t t 11 foll o , m r en , 

nti- miti m. 

It i a i t 

in one rt of t he • ·orld need ha pen in v ot er o rt of "'orld . 

It nev r .appened t t way in hi tory . Tod ou can help by i ving 
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the m imum o aid to our broth rs o er ho t e torm h ve ept 

to keep t em fro goin un er and t help t em live nor· 1, . cef 

lives, "thout fe·r, th u ppr en ion. 

I 1 ve ou 1th thi sentence of the ro. ts . It old 

li'e to tell t to all t e Je 8 all over the ·orld . It is the 

1 o Je ish e istence . 

"Ever a n s ioned ain e ill not cce d . And 

ever t ungue th t ·ill ri e to tr thee will be refut-d . Th tis 

tr.e heri e of e rv t of e Lord •... 

This a so en b Isaiah 26 centurie o d th s ee rue, 

friends , for 2600 r . 

" 
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DB .. D • 
.. 105TH ST 

RO GYPT U?TIL 0 

B HI 
T 

In ou y cience i fr ore epen 1 han mor lit . Th 

re te t c re i t 1cen to in ure ccur cy , ffici nc 

tmost caution is t • en by cicnce o eli ·n tech nc 

no, end bilit . 

d 

v riabilit, to prov· or ev cone v ble co~tinge cy . en 

cience di cov rs ht tin oe not r, it o not e t e 

over 1 ov r . in . Not 80 man in hi mor 1 lifer fleet d 

in ove 1 or anis .. i n, or hip • .o 1 

pro es i unc rtain , recar ous n 

int rnat nal r 1 

p edict bl . i ., , ite 

or 80 any w rs, r volut n nd s crific •• 1. n, 

witne .. t re"" r nc n , 0 t i 1 

of fr edo nd e ocr c . 

m the l 0 t 1 n C u .e t 

I rel ro t, 

C ildren 0 Isr e f t e ·t fo . e ·1 J 

b an to CT.} for ret rn to pt, to P 0 1 ithout 

t re no fr e n it t 0 lo) nt 

n ec o ic i op e n 11 , o 1 0 

0 t cio s v lu .... re lie or th o'i iat, i nl 7 . 

por , r 11 r . 

Th rec no r • th C r • F c n r ble 

d ea , with e ind e , e Chi r n r 1 r id . 

But/t~rd oft ord c to o e a in 1 " t t C Chil not 

I rel d let th rch for rd l " J. eopl hich does not t .c 

c ura to move 0 ard d to 8X) r ent 1th n orm 0 cial and 

cono C rr n ent , 111 not lon- re ain n po se ion of the c ac t y, 



r the privilege of self-gov ent . Pres d nt Roosevelt spo 

truth the other da en he aid: RFor to re ch a Port, 

not tie t anchor, il, not drift.w 

Freedo must be ac iev d. It i not it to ed . 

a a ific nt 

t ~ 11 - ail , 

The r ion 

hich 1 J. t t s ound un ort to ent t e ~ i d 1 n • It ad 

not di~cipl'n itself : n he ys of freedom even tho gh, no inallJ, 

it ad been 11 r ted. Freedom muc- arned hrough vi 11 ce, elf

r straint, t hrough acrifice and cooper tive livin , through ju tice 

nd elfle snese. 

re are ny t eopl tod F wh ch find the elves in t ent • eth 

century Egypte, under t he lash o r • .an\in needs n os 

nd a ne·• redemption. 
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?>y step more force and coercion must be applied until all liberty
economic and personal and political- ls lost . 

PLANNED ECONOMY AS A LINK TO FASCISM 

Let no man mistake that we in America have until now avoided 
the infection of these European systems. If' our own so-called 
planned economy is not an infection from the original stream of 
f cism, it Is a t least a remarkable coincidence. 

The leader of German fascism in a speech last week hurled 
the t aunt to democracies that "not a single decent nation has 
d ied for the sake of democratic formalities." To the extent that 
races do not actual y die because t hey forfeit individual liberty, 
that may be true. But what is far more Important is that when 
true liberty dies then justice and truth die. And intellectual 
progress and morality die also. 

I have no doubt that fascism will fall sometime, just as Marxian 
sociallsm has :failed already. The stifl.ing of intellectual progress, 
the repression of the spirit of men, the destruction of initiative 
and enterprise will ofiset all the efficacies of planned economy. 
E.-en economic life cannot succeed where criticism has disappeared 
and where individual responsib111ty is constantly shirked for fear 
of the state. Even in fascist countries liberal ideals are not dead 
and wlll not be downed . Every despotism today lives with fear of 
liberty at its heart-or there would be no concentration camps. 

And I may add that, having listened in many countries to 
eulogies of planned economy and fascism and of their benefits 
to the common man, I detected in every case the hope that some 
day liberty might return. The spirits of Luther, of Goethe, of 
Schiller, of Mazzini, and Garibaldi are not dead. 

REVITALIZATION URGED OF DEMOCRATIC mEAL 

Moreover there has been nothing shown me in Europe in elim
ination of wastes or better housing or security to workers or 
farmers or old age that we cannot do better under democracy, 
if we will. Though I had little need for confirmation in my faith , 
I pray God that this Nation may keep its anchors firmly grounded 
in intellectual liberty and spiritual freedom. These values can be 
preserved only by keeping government from the first pitfall of 
direction or participation in economic lif~xcept that it shall 
sternly repress, by due process of law but not by edict, every 
abuse of liberty and honesty. 

The protection of democracy ls that we live it, that we revitalize 
it wit hin our own borders, that we keep it clean of infections, 
that we wipe out its corruptions, that we Incessantly fight its 
abuses, that we Insist upon intellectual honesty, that we build its 
morals, that we keep out of war. 

That Is the greatest service that tWs Nation can give to the 
uture of humanity. 

Sterilized Gold 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. GEORGE D. O'BRIEN 
OF MICBIGA~ 

I THE HOUSE OF REPRESE TATIVES 
Thursday, April 14, 1938 

Mr. O'BRIEN of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on December 
22, 1936, the Secretary of the Treasury created the inactive 
or sterilized gold fund in the United States Treasury. 

From that date forward the gold acquisitions purchased 
for $35 per ounce were not paid for by the issuance of 
gold certificates but were paid for by Treasury obligations. 

By June 30, 1937, the inactive or sterilized gold fund had 
reached $1 ,086,787,223. 

During the summer of 1937 we were acquiring such gold 
for the inactive fund at the rate of $140,000,000 a month. 

On June 14, 1937, I introduced H. R. 7516, a bill to direct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay for gold purchases with 
noninterest-bearing currency instead of with Government 
bonds, and provided as follows: 

Whereas the Treasury of the United States Is purchasing (in 
pursuance of the Gold Purchase Act of January 30, 1934) gold in 
the approximate amount of $140,000,000 each month and paying 
therefor with interest-bearing bonds of the United States; and 

Whereas there ls a great excess of gold in the Treasury com
pared with the circulating currency: Therefore 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury, with the 
approval of the President, la hereby directed to pay for all gold pur
chases by issuing gold certUlcates and dep061tlng such gold cert11l
rotes with the Federal Reserve Board, wWch shall thereupon issue 
noninterest-bearing Federal Reserve notes tor the payment of such 
gold purchases. 

On February 15, 1938, the amount of gold in the inactive 
fund had reached $1,213,602,937.83. 

On February 14, 1938, the Treasury announced tha the 
first $100,000,000 of gold acquired in each quarter of this 
year would not be sterilized. Instead, gold certificates would 
be issued. The excess over $100,000,000 in each quarter still 
goes into the inactive gold fund and no change is made in 
regard to the accumulated gold in the inactiv fund. 

On January 31, 1938, I introduced H. R. 9255, a bill to 
issue currency for the inactive gold in the Unit d States 
Treasury, providing as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury, with the 
approval of the President, is hereby directed to issue gold certificates 
in an amount equal to the value of the gold in the inactive gold 
fund in the Treasury of the United States and deposit such gold 
certificates with the Federal Reserve Board, which shall th reupon 
issue to the Treasury of the United States noninterest-bearing Fed
eral Reserve notes in the amount of such gold certificates. 

By virtue of the Gold Reserve Act of January 30, 1934, 
all such sterilized gold is the property of the United States. 

On December 22, 1936, when the sterilized-gold fund was 
created, it was done purposely as a deflationary measure 
to offset an anticipated infl.ation. 

Since November 19, 1937, we have been going through a 
severe deflation. It appears very plain that the deflation
ary policy of maintaining the sterilized-gold fund should be 
reversed. 

At this time there is in the sterilized-gold fund $1,182,-
974,522.81. Since this gold is the property of the United 
States, currency can be issued for it and the money spent 
for public works or other measures to counteract the present 
deflation and start this additional currency flowing through 
the channels of trade and industry. 

Sweetpotatoe -A New Cash Crop for South 
Mississippi 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OP 

HON. WILLIAM M. COLMER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOU E OF REPRESE TATIVES 
Wednesday, April 13, 1938 

On the bill (H. R. 10238) making appropriations for the Department 
of Agriculture and for the Farm Credit Administration for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1939, and tor other purpo s 

Mr. COLMER. Mr. Speaker, in the pending bill, the same 
being H. R. 10238, the Agricultural appropriation bill, is 
found an item appropriating $20,000 for a pilot dehydrat
ing plant for future experimentation in connection with a 
Government experiment station at Laurel, Miss. I desire to 
call the attention of the membership to this item and to throw 
some light thereon. 

I have on my desk in my office a little vial of starch. It 
is an insignificant appearing little bottle, but about it centers 
an interesting story, which with your permission I desire to 
dwell upon briefly. 

In 1933 I had a conference with one Dr. F. H. Thurber, a 
chemist connected with the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils 
of the United States Department of Agriculture. Dr. Thur
ber gave me this little vial of starch which he had produced 
from sweetpotatoes in a small laboratory on the outskirts of 
the city of Washington. He enchanted me with a most 
interesting word picture of how he, working in conjunction 
with other chemists, had discovered that starch could be 
ma.de from sweetpotatoes. Moreover. he advised me that 
the Department of Agriculture was considering the estab
lishment of a factory to demonstrate the practical conversion 
of starch from the lowly sweetpotato on a commercially 
profitable basis. Many more conferences resulted with Dr. 
Thurber and with the heads of the various departments of 
the Agriculture Department. This labol'&tory experiment 
was ftnally authoriZed on a large scale, and Harry L. Bop.. 
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kins as administrator of the relief forces agreed to furnish 
the necessary funds therefor. When it became known that 
the plant would be constructed there was lively competition 
for its location in several of the Southern States. 

LOCATED AT LAUREL, MISS. 

Through the efforts of Senator HARRISON, the senior Sena
tor from Mississippi, and myself, together with other inter
ested parties, the plant was located at Laurel, Miss., and the 
Government in the 5 years since its beginning has expended 
in excess of $200,000 on this project. 

A DEMONSTRATED SUCCESS 

Mr. Speaker, on many occasions I have Visited this plant 
at Laurel and have observed with increasing interest and 
pride its steady progress. From time to time it has been 
necessary to secure additional allocations of funds to con
tinue the experimentation, because necessarily in a pioneer
ing enterprise of this nature many changes in the plans had 
to be made from time to time. But I am happy to report 
to you today that this experiment, which started on the 
banks of the Potomac here, has demonstrated in the plant 
at Laurel that starch can be profitably and commercially 
produced from sweetpotatoes. 

THE PLANT 

The plant itself, as you may judge from the amount of 
expenditures heretofore made, is quite a sizable one. It was 
erected in 1934 with funds allotted by the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration. It is leased at a nominal rental by 
the Mississippi Agricultural Experiment Station, to whom it 
was deeded, to a cooperative association of some 400 sweet
potato growers in the vicinity of Laurel, Jones County, Miss. 
It is operated under the chemical and technological super- . 
Vision of the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, United states 
Department of Agriculture. 

PRODUCTION 

The process was developed to the extent that during the 
harvesting season of 1936 it produced approXirnately 420,000 
pounds of starch and 180,000 pounds of a dried byproduct 
pulp. The latter is a very nutritious food for cattle and was 
sold for dairy feed. In 1937 there were between 500,000 and 
600,000 pounds of starch and a corresponding amount of the 
byproduct pulp produced. The present, or 1938, season 
promises to be the banner year for the production by the 
factory. 

Already arrangements have been made to plant twice as 
many potatoes in the vicinity of the plant by the farmers 
this year as last year. At first the farmers, wisely, not being 
advised in the premises, were slow to respond. But the fact 
that they will plant more than twice the acreage this year 
is indicative of the fact that they, too, now see the possi
bilities of this new industry. Moreover, in the beginning the 
farmers were only paid 20 cents a bushel for their potatoes. 
Last year, through the assistance of the Agricultural Adjust
ment Administration, they were given a 10-cents-per-bushel 
additional payment for crop diversion. 

USES OF STARCH 

This starch product is of a very high quality and does not 
generally compete with the cornstarch produced in other 
sections of the country. Most of the starch now being pro
duced in this factory is being consumed by cotton mills, but 
the laundries, particularly in MissiSsippi and Alabama, have 
learned that it makes a most satisfactory laundry starch. 
'Ibe textile mill located at Laurel has been using this starch 
almost exclusively for the past year or more, I am advised, 
With most satisfactory results. The Bureau of Chemistry and 
Soils has discovered that this starch can be used most effec
tively as a dextrin superior to that now imported and used as 
adhesives for postage stamps, labels, and envelopes. 

PROFITABLE TO THE FARMERS 

One of the most satisfactory results of this new enterprise 
is that it promises to be a boon to the Mississippi and other 
southern farmers in States where sweetpotatoes can be 
grown profitably. One of the crying needs in the South. with 
the increasing loss annually of our foreign markets, 1s the 

necessity for another cash crop than cotton in our Southern 
States. It has been estimated that at, 30 cents per bw~hcl 
the farmers in the vici-;ity of this plant receive a return of 
about $60 gross per acre on the average yield of 200 bu hcls 
of sweetpotatoes to the acre. This compared with around 
$40 per acre from cotton in that vicinity is most encouraging. 
However, by eXJ)erimentation in the first years that potatoes 
have been raised for this purpose, -the yields have increased 
from around 80 bushels per acre to as high as 450 to 500 
bushels per acre. As a result it is readily seen that farmers 
in that vicinity growing sweetpotatoes for the starch plant 
in 1937 generally made a much greater profit per acre from 
their potatoes than they did from their cotton. This has 
resulted in considerable stimulation of the planting of po
tatoes in that section and has further stimulated the interest 
of farmers generally in this subject. In fact, as stated previ
ously, there will be more acreage planted than the factory 
can pos.5ibly handle unless this dehydrating plant is installed 
before harvesting season. 

DEHYDRATING PLANT 

It was for'this reason, Mr. Speak.er, that we have been so 
energetically trying, in our efforts before the Appropria
tions Committee, the Budget, and the Department of Agri
culture, to see to it that this appropriation of $20,000 for 
this dehyirating plant was placed in this bill and the funds 
made available at an early date. Heretofore the plant has 
been enabled to run only seasonably, that is to say that the 
plant could only operate during the harvesting season. The 
potatoes would not keep because of their peculiar nature 
and tendency to mold, and mu.st, therefore, be ground imme
diately upon being harvested. Now, under the dehydrating 
process it will be practical to operate this and similar plants 
the year round. This dehydrating process is simply receiv
ing the potatoes during the harvesting season, grinding 
them and subjecting them to the action of certain chemi
cals either in vapor or in liquid form. The cell walls of 
the 'potato tissue thus become very permeable to liquid. As° 
a result most of the juice of the potato can be press d out 
by mechanical means. The Government chemists hav dis
covered that the use of sulphur dioxide; that is, the furn s 
of burning su.Iphw·, is the cheapest chemical to use; and 
that this process is much cheaper than the evaporation of 
water by heat. It is pos.sible by this means to press out 
as much as 80 percent of the water in the sweetpotato in 
the form of juice; whereas, without this mechanical tr at
ment, it is possible to only extract about one-tenth as much 
juice using the same pressure. 

NECESSITY FOR THIS APPROPRIATION 

My colleagues will, therefore, observe the necessity for this 
small appropriation of $20,000 in order to further con
tinue the experimentation for this drYing process. In other 
words, it appears that this is the final adjunct necessary 
to fully demonstrate the commercial practicability of the 
establishment of many such plant as we now have at 
Laurel. It will insure what we have hoped and dreamed 
of for the past several years, namely, the rection of hun
dreds of similar plants by private industry throughout Mis
sissippi and other sweetpotato-growing States. 

And, Mr. Speaker, in this connection I desire to make this 
public announcement of my gratitude to the members of the 
Appropriations Committee for their wis om and th ir :-;ym
pathetic hearing of our. cause before the committee and the 
placing of this most meritorious item in this appropriations 
blil. 

FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY 

That this experiment, and that iS all that it has been up 
to this time and the only way that it could justify its con
struction and existence, has ju.stifled our faith in it is now 
unquestionable. We are all grateful to those wizards of 
chemistry, who in the silence of their laboratories have hour 
after hour and day after day conducted their experiments. 
We salute th~e who have had the wisdom and the fore
sight to go along 1n this worth-while undertaking to estab
lish a new industry to benefit mankind and to help the 
farmers in finding a new market for an old product. 
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For I dipt into the future, far as lmman e:,•c can sec; 
Saw the Vision of the world, a1Zd all the wonder that would be; 
Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of magic sails, 
Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping down with costly bJ:1/,ts .. 
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