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TH1 "NEVi ALIS" I.KINT Tl N L FAIR 

The Bankruptc of European t atesmanship 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Qilver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sund y morning, May 8, 1958 



During the pas t wee1
:: , an ex-Soci alist ~·ho i today the Duce 

of s ome fifty-eight million oeopll in his coun cy, in his empire, welcomed 

to Rome an ex-sign-painter who i s toda~ the Fuehrer of some ~eventy-two 

million people. We are told thLJ t some twenty million dollars ere cpent 

to make the occasion of this welcome a memorable one . Everythine ,as 

done to make of the meeting a truly "Roman Holiday" . All the clan-trap 

of color, tinsel, parade , displa which t)'ranny, from the beginning 

of time, had to employ in order to imprecs the populace and in order 

to hide its own hollowness, was resorted to also on this occasion. 

ven the population v.as trained in advance in a direct 

manner of the degree of cheerin the guest was to receive and in 

its "spontaneous" enthusiasm. It was ordered b Mussolini th t 

the greeting be moderate and dignified . The le der of the Third 

Reich was to be impre sed with the military po er of Italy on land, 

sea and air, but he was not to receive too w r m a reception. The 

Italians were to cheer ,ith vocal reserv tions . They ~er e not to 

forget that the real king in the world was ussolini and not Hitler . 

How sure these dictators are of the love and affection of 

their people and ho unanimous their people are in their devotion 

to them may be adduced from the following preparations which were 

made for r . Hitler's arrival in Italy: 

"Every house along the route Hitler ill take with the King 

tomorrow evening betv1een the railro· d station and the Quirin 1 Pal ce 

was searched today by the police for hidden eapons and possible 

assassins . Tomorrow evening policement will be stationed in every hall ay 

of those houses and they will have the key to every apartment in each house . 

, 
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"More armed policement will be on the roofs, and at intervals of 

200 or 500 yards will be soldiers with machine gtn1s, not only to command 

the route of the procession but also for defense against any low-flying 

airplane with bombing intent. 

11For three days policemen have been patrolling the sewers of Rome 

in search of hidden assassins or stores of explosives. Probably never has 

such a display of tmiformed policement been seen in any capital as ther e 

is in tlome today , and in addition ther e are in the city no fewer than 
policement for Rome, both plain-

46,000 plainclothes policemen. The ordinary allowance of/clothed and 

uniformed, is only 16,000, and hence 50,000 detectives have been brought 

in from cities lying off the route of Hitlers journey and from Germany 

itself. 

"Those Italians among the 50,000 who are married have been 

instructed to bring along their wives and older children. These will be 

stationed along the procession route to cheer the passing dictators and 

give a cue to the crowds, should these appear to be underenthusiastic. 

"There will be sixteen searchlights to play on the skies and on 

dark spots in the city; the normal number in Rome is only six. Even the 

lighting boxes alongside theoolumns bearing the flags and emblems of 

fascism and Nazism will not escape a last-moment scrutiny lest they 

contain a bomb. 

"Last but not least, every alien of the Jewish faith, especially 

emigre Germans and Austrians who last week found refuge in Rome, either 

has been banished from the city or, if he had nowhere to go, is now in 

jail for the duration of the visit. 

"These precautions are one of the penalties of unbridled po er 

ruthlessly exercised. They a r e not the least illuminating of the 
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of the preparations for a notable international meeting." 

•e have a counter-part of this, or we did have, in our own 

coun ry. It was said tha when Al Capone stopped at a hotel, th t the 

hotel was first converted into an arsenal to hide him from his friends 

who wanted to send him gifts of pineap~le. 

And so these two divine incarantions of twenti~th century Europe 
in Rome 

met this week/to outguess one another, to conspire with one another 

against one other and to plan their next hold-up, their next piece 

of deviltry. You ma~ recall that following Mussolini's visit to 

Berlin last year, ustria was seized by Hitler. What will follow 

the return visit of Hitler to Mussolini only the future can tell. 

It is likel to beaver near and proximate future. But all 

indic tions seem to point to the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia 

or as a preliminary step, its return to vassalage to the Third Reich. 

The fate of Czechoslovakia was undoubtedly discussed by 

the two gentlemen. The sancti ons of ussolin was undoubtedll asked for and 

as probably given if the proper price was paid. What that price is 

to be, one can only surm :se. Italy pro ably asked for a free hand 

in Spain or the economic exploit tion of pain following the victory 

of the insurgents and ussolini probabl a ked for German neutrality 

or compliance with the plan of Italy when she aims to make her 

next imperialistic venture, perhaps into the colonial possessions 

of France, in Africa. 

The first price has already been paid if the accounts of 

the newspapers this morning are true. Hitler has deserted a 

quarter of a million Germans, Tyrolese Germans in Italy. He stated 

last night that these forever remain within Italy. This same Hitler 

who has been shedding bitte tears over the German minority in 
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Czechoslovakia, surrenders to Italy the German minority in that 

country, a Germ&n minority which, by the ay, is really oppressed, 

unlike the udeten Germans in Czechoslovakia who are far from oppressed. 

Germans in Italy since the war are not allowed to have their own 

schools, newspapers, clubs or associations. They are not even allowed to 

write memorials in German upon the tombstones in the cemeteries. 

As for the German minority in Czechoslovaki over whom 

Hitler has been complaining: "They have been allowed more schools 

of their own, relatively, than the G r mans of Prussia. There are 

5,745 upper and lower elementary schools, 80 high schools, 198 

vocational schools, 10 teachers' training schools, 2 engineering 

colle es and a University; whose teachers do not even have to pass 

an exam in the tate language, and are gov rned b ~ German school 

boards and inspected by German inspectors." 

"The 'brutally maltreated' Sudeten Germans, who can have as 

many newspapers, ma azines, clubs and societies as they ant - and 

have them in thousands; ho, comprising 22.5 percent of the popula ion 

of the country, are repre ented in Parliament b 22.5 percent of the 

deputies, and three of whose four political parties have inisters in 

the Cabinet." 

It is this German minority, according to Hitler, which is being 

persecuted by Czechoslovaky and hich must therefore be re-absorbed 

into the German Reich while these one-quarter millian Germans in 

Italy are denied every right and are surrendered to the Duce. 

Such is the sincerity of the new champion of his llinority. 

The stage is now set for a new act of aggression on the 

part either of Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, or both. Much has been 

said about the Anglo-I alian pact recentl signed. any were led to 
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assume that that definitely will contribute to the appeasement of Europe 

or to the curbing of Mussolini and Hitler. It is not true. It simply 

ironed out some difficulties which arose between Mussolini and Great 

Britain in the Mediterranean. These we~e ironed out to the mu-tli.l 

satisfactions of both parties and only of both parties. The payment 

made to Italy for this pact is the ultimate recognition of its conauest 

in Ethiopia and an insurgent victory in Spain. But Italy is left 

free to eng ge in any part of the orld, in Europe and elsewhere, 

providing it does not impinge on the intere ts of the British Empire. 

The Anglo-French ilitary Pact, widely proclaimed and 

heralded in the last few days, likewise contributes little to the 

real problem in Europe and to the -curb of power. It is a re­

affirmation of future military alliance bet een these two countries 

when their interests are in danger - that i s to s y - when Germany 

launches an attack onnarthern France or Belgium, it would be to the 

interest of Great Britain to ally herself with France. But England 

has made no other commitments in Central or bastern Europe. Should 

France, for example, in fulfillment of treaty obligations towards 

Czechoslovakia, be forced into a war, Great Britain is not bound to come 

to her aid. She has definitely said. So that Czechoslovaki is left 

as a prey to the Third Reich actually as as Austria. France is left 

in the same condition of helpless dependency on 10 Downing Street 

as heretofore. And 10 Downing treet is in the hands of a Tory 

Government which has consistently through the last seven years aided 

and abetted the Fascist powers on the Continent of Europe. 

In a recent issue of a magazine, the following account, 

itemized, catalogued, the action of this Tory Government: 

"For seven years the Tory leaders of Britain's National 



Government have sabotaged every effort to prevent or fru trate Fascist 

aggreesion. The Tory line emerged in 1931 when ex-LibPral Sir John 

Simon rejected ecretary Stimson's proposal for joint pressure to check 

Japan in Manchuria. In 1955 ir John deserted France and Poland when they 

proposed collective action to prevent German rearmament. In 1934 he 

opposed Barthou's plan for a collective-security pact with the USSR. 

In March, 1935, when Hitler openly repudiated the disarmament clauses 

of 1919, &ir John deserted France and elgium. In June he struck a 

naval bar ain with Ribbentrop to allo further German violations of 

the treaty. In December, 1955, Sir Samuel Hoare deserted Haile Selassie 

and the League of Nations in his ill fated compact with Laval to give 

two-thirds of Ethiopia to Mussolini. When Hitler repudiated Locarno and 

remilitarized the Rhineland in arch 1956, Eden deserted France and 

Belgium once more and dishonored Britain's obligations in the v ry 

crisis which those obligations were designed to cover. 

"For the past two years the record of Tory treachery is unallevia ted. 

In June of 1956 Baldwin and F.den abandoned sanctions against I aly and 

reduced the Covenant to a xcrap of paper. In July of 19~6 they informed Blum 

that Britain would desert France if Paris made any move to thwart the 

Fascist assault on the bpanish Republic. In August the organized the 

London Non-Intervention Committee to prevent adrid from purchasing 

arms for defense against fascism. A year later, after the Tokyo 

militarists had resumed their attack upon China, Chamberlain and Eden 

rejected all sugge~tions of collective pressure against Hapan. In 

November, 1957, they wrecked the Bru sels conference and accorded de facto 

recognition to Franco. On Februar 20, 1958, F.den retired, fatigued by 

Mussolini's thr ats and in need of a rest for new betrayals to come. 

Halifax carried on. March 12, 1938, Chamberlain wined and dined 
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Ribbentrop in ~ondon and a')andoned f1ustria to Sitler. n .~arch 24 he 

proclaimed in Commons that "non-intervention" in pain mus t o on, ~h t 

Litvinov's proposal for a conference against aggressors as unthin~a le 

and that Britain would neither defend Czechoslov2 ia nor aid 

def end her." 

• nee to 

This is the story, my friends, of the last few years and of the 

part which this historic government, Great Britain has played in bringing 

chaos on the world. 

Her excuses are well-known. First of all it was claimed that 

the policy of Britain was aimed to avert war. But it is clear to every 

thoughtful observer that it does not avert war, but postpones war, enables 

nations to prepare for a bigger and better war to come. The appetites 

of these aggressors are not to be appeased. Yeste ay it was Austria, today 

it is Czechoslovakia, tomorrow it must be hungary and Roumania. Every 

forward step made by the imperialistic countries is of course clearly and 

unmistakably a step nearer to the next world war. All this talk about 

appeasement, this giving in to dictators for the sake of appeasement of the 

dictators is a hoax, clearly for deception, for the deception of others. 

All this appeasement is to be had at the expense of other nations, 

not Great Britain. Up to this time you have read of no appeasement of 

Great Britain. England is alwa s ready to offer sacri fices but not t 

her expense - Austria, Czechoslovakia. Ho ever, there rill soon come a 

time hen this perverted altruism will be pl ed out and the smaller and 

eaker nations will refuse to be offered up on the altar of Briti h 

altruism. When th t time comes there will be a war hich will drive th whole of 

Europe into it. 
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It is clear to evr ry though ful observer that only the break up 

of the hole of ussia will satisfy the Fuehrer of the Third Reich. He 

has aid it over and over again. He has written it down. He has repeated 

it over and over again. He means it. He has no or anized an anti­

Communist front of Germany, Italy and Japan. He would like to see Ru sia 

~mashed, ultimately destroyed. Th t means war. And it will not be an 

isolated war but a war which will entangle ever · nation on the face of 

the earth. 

It has been said and written that the present Tory Government 

hopes to see the two dictatorships come into conflict o e with the 

other and destroy each other - either Germany vs. Italy or Germany d 

Ital vs. Russia, that Great Britain wills and by and see the eaken 

each other. 

The same thought as in the minds of ritish diplomats in 1914. 

The s· me failure to s peak and act decisively in thGt crucial hour ·as 

responsible for driving the world to war and broueht the Briti h Empire 

in 1917 almost to the point of liquidation. It as o ly on the 

intervention of the United States th t the British Empire a sav d. 

But the United States isn't at all sure th tin the next war caused 

by the same double dealing and which the British Government is 

unintentionally hastening - it isn't at 11 clear t t the United 

States will enter the struggle to make the world safe fDr Great 

Britain. 

The Tory Government claims th tit is not acting because the 

British Empire is not prepared, th t the ere better prepared in 

1955 than today becau e other nations re also arming themselves to 

the teeth. Their military preparedness is only a matt r of rel tive 
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Chamberlain said tha t the reason he had to take this "reali tic" 

stand was because the League is impotent. But v;ho made it impotent? 

England and France made it so, by refusing to follo through that techni ue 

prescribed b the League. Now that impotence of the League is used as 

an excuse by those who ren~ered it impotent to carry on the sort of 

diplomacy which we have seen recently. 

My friends, out of the World War came to principles - one the 

self-determination of peoples and collective security. The to are 

absolutel inseparable. The peace treaties were carved into pieces. 

Numerous small states were carved out of the v st empireswhich were 

broken up. These small states which are politically insufficient and 

which cannot defend themselves in man T inr tances and are in many 
self-

instances not economically/sufficient - Finl nd, Latvia, Austria, Poland 

etc. - cannot protect themselves against aggre sion. It as under tood 

at the time that they could not protect themselves and therefore there as 

set up international machinery to give them collective security without 

which their existence is unthinkable. Now the collective security 

has been destroyed, the League is powerless and it no longer is capable 

of protecting the rights of these independent small nations. These 

smaller tions will come to an end. Austria already has come to 

an end. Czechoslovakia is on the way and other states will follo. 

They will be destro ed completely or reduced to v ssalage so that their 

independence will be destroyed. In pl ce of the new concept of collective 

security has come back that old form of alliance among nations based upon 

some unsteady and shaky bal nee of power. In place of the Dual and Triple 

alliances before 1914 we now have the Rome-Berlin axis and a sort of 
alliance of Great Britain, France and a sort of peripheral alliance ith Russia. 
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All this now has come to be known as the "new realism". It is 

nothing more than the old cynicism. It is nothing more than stupid 

diplomacy, that all too subtle d·plomacy which led to the world war 

and which is now building upon the continent of Europe still sodden with 

the blood of the ten million slain in the last war plans for another war. 

But these folks who are responsible for this patchwork of peace, 

this so called appeasement of Europe - have no confidence in their own 

handiwork. I am convinced that there is no promise of peace because 

they are all feverishly engaged in building up greater and ever gre ter 

armies and navies and air fleets and more and more money is being wrung 

out of the steadily impoverished populations of Europe in taxes and in 

lowered standards of living to bolster up their rickety peace structures. 

A few days ago, Prime inister Chamberlain arose in the House 

of Parliament and declared" Toda there is a new Italy - an Italy 

which, under the stimulus and personality of Signor ussolini, i~ sho ing 

a new vigor, in which there is apparent a new vision and a new efficiency 

in administration and in the measures which hy are taking to improve 
prior to that 

the conditions of their people." A few days/a:p, in the House of Lords, 

the Arch-Bishop ofCanterbury, the spiritual leader of England, arose 

and praised r. Hitler in having annexed Austria. That as the spiritual 

collapse of a people which is being confounded and confused by its Tory 

leadership, a nation which is basically democratic, sane and just in lllllll its 

judgments. 

That is the new climate in which England finds itself today. 

Our own President Roosevelt, a few short months ago in that famous address 

in Chicago called forth a quarantine of the aggressor nations, treating 

them as diseased people capable of contaminating the people of the world 
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while the spokesmen of the government of Great Britain praised these 

aggressor nations for their superlative virtues and called upon the 

weaker nations of Europe to make concessions for appeasement - for 

the British Empire, not for the people of the world. 

The situation, my friends, at the moment hag no light in 

it, no orderliness, no hope. There will be no ray of hope in the 

entire situation of Europe, there will be no ray of hope for our own 

people in Europe until this pr sent Tory government of Great Britain is 

swept out of power because every success of Hitler in Europe m, ans the 

destruction of another Jewish community. When that cold-blooded Lord 

Halifax told Hitler th the could go ahead in Austria, he didn't lose 

one moment's sleep over the fate of three million Jews in Austria. At 

the moment a Hitler moved into Austria, he didn't bat an eye over the 

prospect of the people's disfranchisement. 

Great Britain's policy was indirectly responsible for the 

destruction of a community of a thousand years standing. en Hitler 

marches into Czechoslovakia, there will be another Jewish community 

sacrificed upon the altar gangsterism in Europe and the British 

newspapers will be told to condone this act for the sake of the 

appeasement of Europe. 

Th.is is a dark hour my friends not only for us but for many 

people in Europe. Our only hope is, and the past gives us warrant for 

this hope, that this will not because it cannot contbue indefinitely. Sooner 

or later, someone will call a halt to this program of destruction of all 

the sacred values of humanity. When that day comes, Europe will resume, 

perhaps after going through another sea of Blood, Europe will resume the 

forward march in the direction of int rnational law and international 

cooperation, of collective security,cl disarmament, of democracy, of freedom 
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of tolerance, brotherhood, all of 1hich have been denied to-thirds of 

the people of the estern orld. 

Dark days are upon us. I say it more than once because I should like 

to emphasize it. Dark ages are aluays ushered in by political blundering. 

Unfortuna ely the political blunders which brought about international 

anarchy have not been perpetrated by people, but by governments. Sooner 

or later, the British people will be aroused and awakened, France will 

come into its own and all the remaining free people in Europe will have 

their chance. 

Until that day: "Blessed by He who waits patiently in heroic 
to 

devotion to these values which are being endangered in the worldfe;"y." 

That is our task. That is our challenge in this hour. 
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of tolerance, brotherhood, all of which have been denied two-thirds of 

the people of the Western World. 

Dark days are upon us. I say it more than once because I should 

like to emphasize it. Dark ages are always ushered in by political blundering. 

Unfortunately the political blunders which brought about international 

anarchy have not been perpetrated by people, but by governments. Sooner 

or later, in my judgment the British people will be aroused and awakened. 

France will come into jfJ3 own and all the remaining free people in Europe 

will have their chance. 

Until that day: "Blessed be He who waits patiently in heroic 

devotion to those values which a r e being endangered in the world today." 

This is our task. This is our challenge in this hour. 
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mend the Ita y o 
"In tormer days," said Mr. Cham­

berlain, "we had a close friendship 
with old Italy-the Italy which • • • 

- won her independence and unity un­
der uch leaders as Cavour, Mazzini 
and Garibaldi. 

"Today there i a new Italy-an 
Italy which, under the timulus and 
per onahty of Signor Mussolini, is 

t showing a new vigor, in which there \....-, 
1s ap}Jarent a new vision and a new "' 

t ef!icienc-y in administration and in 
y the measures which they are taking 
- to improve the conditions of their 
s peopl . • • • 

"The signing of this agreement 
has already effected a radical 

e I change in the relations between our 
two countries. The clouds of mis­

e trust and suspicion have been 
cleared away. The peoples now re-

- gard one another with a determina­
s tion to promote mutual friendship 
s instead of hostility. I believe that 
e between Italy and our elves this 

I agreemPnt marks the beginning of 
r a new era.·· 

Laborites taunted him, but Mr. 
Chamberlain let the interruptions 

1 pas . He was out to bolster Musso­
lini's prestige today, to make him 

• I stand up to Hitler in the knowledge 
I that Britain was Italy'• friend. 
1 fr . Chamberlain revealed for the 
i Continued on Pag Fourteen ~, a 
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Eve1y house along the route Hit­
ler will take with the King tomor­
row evening between foe railroad 
·station and the Quirinal Palace was I 

earched today by the police for 
hidden weapons and possible assas­
sins. Tomorrow evening policemen 
will be stationed in every hallway 
of those hou es and they will have 
the key to every apartment in each I 
house. 

More armed policemen will be on 
the roofs, and at intervals of 200 or I 
300 yards will be soldiers with ma­
chine guns, not only to command 

I the route of the procession but also I 
for defense against any low-flying 
airplane with bombing intent. 

I For three days policemen have 
been patrolling the sewe1·s of Rome 
in search of hidden assassins or 
stores of explosive . Probably never 
has such a display of uniformed 
policemen been seen in any capital 

8" ~::::iiflli' as there is in Rome today, and in 
St. -- I addition there are in the city no 

fewer than 46,000 plainclothes po-
F MEWYOJl1t I licemen. The ordinary allowance of 

policemen for Rome, both plain­
clothed and uniformed, is only 16,-
000, and hence 30,000 detectives 
have been brought in from cities 
lying off the route of Hitler's jour­
ney and from Germany itself. 

Itching 
and irri• 
talion 

quickly re­
ieved by 
• of Resi-

Cheer Leader Brought In 
Tho e Italians among the 30,000 

who are married have been fn­
tructed to bring along their wives 

1 a nd older children. These will be 
'1 ·ta ioned along the procession route 
to ch er the pas ing dictators and 
g-ive a cue to the crowds, should 
th se appear to be underenthusi­
astic. 

l There will be sixteen searchlights 
to play on the kies and on dark 
spots in t i-1t, city; the normal num­
ber in Rome is only six. Even the 
lighting boxes alongside the col-



r 
umns bearing the flags and em­
blems of fascism and Nazism will 
not c cape a last-moment scrutiny 
lest they contain a bomb. 

Last but not least, every ali n of 
the Jewish faith, specially emigre 
German and Austrians who last 
week found refuge in Rome, either 
has been banished from the city 
or, if he had nowh~re to go, is now 
in jail for the duration of the visit. 

These precautions are one of the 
penalties of unbridled power ruth­
lessly exercised. They are not the 
18".st illuminating of the prepara­
tions for a notable intei·na.tlona.l 
m?oting. 

100,000 ~ 
ENTRAI 

Continued 

legal eKpert o 
In Hitler's en 
that at least 
pact might b 

There were 
German mili 
concluded to 
Insur ent Spa 



THEY,RE OT AFRAID OF GERMA 1 • 13 

If she could fore the Czech 
government to back down on the 
que tion of "autonomy" for the 
Sudeten Germans· that would he 
the first step along thi road. 

Now an outcry 1night be justi­
fied in prote tinCY the condition of 
the German minority left in Italy 
by the Peace Treatie , where the 
South Tiroler have no schools 
no newspap rs, no clubs or as o­
ciations no political representa­
tion, and may not even employ 
their mother tongue on their 
tombstones. 

It might b ju tified in Hun­
gary, where half a million Ger­
mans have only two- core Ger­
man hool , are allow d only one 
emi-official cultural association 

and a mall handful of rioidly­
controlled new papets and no 
political di cu sion or representa­
tion what over. 

But Hungary and Ital , are 
Germany's "friends," so she picks 
the Sudeten German to cham­
pion who have more chools of 
their own relativel'V, than tlz 
Germans of Prussia-viz.: one 
to every 862 h ad of population 
against on to very 1 150 • , ho 
nave be ide 3.745 upper and 
lower lementar chools 80 high 
chooJ 19 v ational chool . 

10 teacher training chool . h 
en ineer"n co11 a and a Uni­
er it • who e t acher do not 

even have to pa an exam in th 
tat language and ar go rn 

b German ch ol board and in­
p t d I erman in p ct r . 

The ''brutally maltreated'' . u­
deten Germans, who can have 
as many new paper , magazine , 
club and ocieties as they want 
-and have them in thousand • 
who, comprising 22.3 per cent 
of the population of the country. 
are represented in Parliament by 
22.3 per cent of the deputie . and 
three of whose four political 
parties have Ministers in tlte Cab­
inet. 

"Di criminated against,'' they 
have 23 per c nt of the j b in 
the State educational ervice 18 
per cent in the rail-way ervi e 
and 14 per cent in the Post Office, 
and a promise by the Government 
to bring the latter two figure t~ 

to the 22.3 parity. 
These tati tics ar taken from 

a book i sued by the Henlein 
Party ;, t1 , reader will judge for 
himself whether he Sudet n Ger­
mans are bein reated fairly. 

To show the pow r of propa­
O'anda over person who are not 
per anally a quaint d with th 
fact it eem hat the azt 
ha succeeded in winning over 
the group of Briti h Con erva­
tive . h ad d by L rd Lothian. 
Londond rry and tor, which 
ha 1 e n a ti in arr ngin Lord 
Halifax mi i n o Hitler to 
the id a that Britain hould bring 
pre ure to b ar on Cz ho lo-
akia to gi e he ud t n G r­

man autonom '. 
\Vhat 1 happ nin i that the 

Prague Government while re-
l uhlincr it ff o m I iti-
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mate Sudeten °rievances through 
the three co-operating German 
Mini ters in the Cabinet, is tight­
ening down on the Henlein group. 

Henlein' right hand man and 
a number of other lose as ociates 
have been arre ted for the same 
ort of unnatural. immoral con­

duct whi h led to the notorious 
"Blood Purge' of the German 
Nazi on June 30th, 1934. An 
especial ff ort i al o bein made 
to cut off Henlein financial as-
i tance rom abroad. 

The Czech are thus openly 
bearding Nazi Germany. One 
cannot but admire their courage. 
Every one of their neighbours 
Poland Yugo lavia. Huno-ary, 

+ 
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R umania, have hed0 ed and made 
conciliatory ge ture or pacts , 1 ith 
Germany, out of fear for the day 
when he might b all-pow rf ul. 
Only the Czechs have stood their 
ground solidly again t the azis. 

Pla ed in the v r r , or t pot 
in a jittery Europe. a spot where 
many ol erver b li ve a great 
German drive will tart, the 1 re­
main calm. If the German c me, 
they will fi ht and fi 0 ht w ll ; 
there is no thought of any othe1 
cour e. 

nd if it come to that, it is m} 
prediction that the German will 
meet a greater urprise and a 

·1· at r ch ck to their plans than 
they met in B l ium in 1914. 

THE B ORPTIO of Au tria adds 32,377 quare mil and, by th 193➔ n us, 

6,760,233 p r on to the German Reich. 

Cre·ated by he br akin • up of the Au tro-Hun arian Empir aft r the ·orld 

ar, Au tria embrac i the outhwcst rn end of the form r kingdom. The 

32 377 squar il r pr ... ent a tract about th ame ize a Vermont, w 

Hampshire fa achu_ t and Connecticut combin d. Th population al o i 

about 200,0 more than that of these four tate . 

The coun r : ha ah ay been preponderantly Roman CathoJic. Th 1934 

c n u made a Ii ting of religions, and r port d 6, 116,2 0 man Catholic , 

ho repr en ed, thu . 90.57 per cent of the total population ; 95 452 Prot ·tants 

and 191,4 1 J e,v . 

The anne. ation of . u tria bring the German Reich to a total of 219,004 

quare mile and a po ulation of approximately 73,700,000, inc the ustrian 

territor , i add d to th 186, 27 quare mile and th population of 6,939,767 

before the ab orption. It al o add nin mor tate to the v nte n \ ·hich 

compo ed th German Reich.-T/te un, ' · Y. 
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The Perfidy of Albion 

T
HEY WANT TO DESERT us! They want to desert 
us!" The French ambassador in London is 
desperate. Russia is about to come to the de­

fense of a small Slavic state on the Danube threatened 
from Vienna and Berlin. Germany is about to wage 
war upon Russia. France is Russia's ally. For years 
Downing Street has assured the Quai d'Orsay that 
it will support France against the Reich. Now the 

- ambassador has just been informed by the Foreign 
Secretary that Britain has no commitments in Central 
Europe and no obligations to come to the defense of 
the Republic! He waits-to learn whether "honor" 
has been stricken from the English vocabulary. 

- It is not 1938, but 1914. It is August 1, the eve of 
the First World War. Sir Edward Grey has told Paul 
Cambon that his government cannot support Paris in 
war unless Belgium and northern France are invaded. 

- The ambassador waits. Two days later he and his na­
tion are saved, not by British honor but by the accident 
of the Schlieffen Plan by which France is to be struck 
down through Belgium. The British Cabinet meets 
and decides to aid Brussels and Paris. But four mem­
bers resign in protest. Among them is Sir John Simon. 
Years later he becomes Foreign Secretary, to be suc­
ceeded by Sir Samuel Hoare who is succeeded by 
Anthony Eden who is succeeded by Lord Halifax. A 
quarter of a century has passed. M. Corbin is in M. 
Cambon's post. He also waits. And he too will one day 
cry out in anguish at the prospect of British desertion. 

The tragedy of 1914 might have been averted had 
the rulers of Britain made it clear in time that they 
would defend Serbia, Russia and France against the 
Central Powers. They would not. The tragedy of 1938 
might be averted if the rulers of Britain would make 
it clear that they will defend Czechoslovakia, the 
USSR and France against the Central Powers. They 
will not. Chamberlain and Halifax, like Asquith and 
Grey, hope against hope for British neutrality. But 
there is one difference. The Liberals of 19 i 4 muddled 
into a war which was not of their making. The Tories 
of 1938 hope to muddle out of a war which they are 
doing all in their power to bring about. Now as then 
the tacit assumption in Downing Street is that America 
will rescue the Empire if worst comes to worst. The 
assumption was once correct. It may be correct again. 

The time has come for all Americans to face without 
illusions the purposes and implications of the foreign 
policy of the Conservative Party. Anglophiles and ad­
vocates of Anglo-American cooperation ( and the pres­
ent writer is among them) must face the appalling fact 
that Tory diplomacy is deliberately aiding and abetting 
the instigators of the Second World War. Anglophobes 
and advocates of "keeping out of other people's wars" 

must face the appalling fact that an isola • nist America 
is wholly without influence on British foreign policy 
and that, if war comes and Britain is involved and the 
Empire is threatened, the United States may be again 
bound by elementary considerations of national security 
to sacrifice blood and treasure to save those who are 
today practising the politics of disaster. 

For seven years the Tory leaders of Britain's Na­
tional Government have sabotaged every effort to pre­
vent or frustrate Fascist aggression. The Tory line 
emerged in 1931 when ex-Liberal Sir John Simon re­
jected Secretary Stimson's pro osal for joint pressure 
to check Japan in Manchuria Lord Lytton said later 
(May 17, 1934): "The failure of our government to 
back up Mr. Stimson is perhaps the most regrettable 
of all its shortcomings." Lord Lothian agreed (Decem­
ber 12, 1934): "The mistake of British foreign policy 
at that time ... was its rejection of Mr. Stimson's 
offer to reverse the isolationist decision of 1920 and 
act witls in support of the collective system in the 
Pacific." n 1933 Sir John deserted France and Poland 
when t ey proposed collective action to prevent Ger­
man rearmament. In 1934 he opposed Barthou's plan 
for a collective-security pact with the USSR. In March, 
1935, when Hitler openly repudiated the disarmament 
clauses of 1919, Sir John deserted France and Bel­
gium. In June he struck a naval bargain with Ribben­
trop to allow further German violations of the treaty. 
In December, 1935, Sir Samuel Hoare deserted Haile 
Selassie and the League of Nations in his ill fated 
compact with Laval to give two-thirds of Ethiopia to 
Mussolini. When Hitler repudiated Locarno and re­
militarized the Rhineland in March, 1936, Eden de­
serted France and Belgium once more and dishonored 
Britain's obligations in the very crisis which those 
obligations were designed to cover. 

For the past two years the record of Tory treachery 
is unalleviated. In June of 1936 Baldwin and Eden 
abandoned sanctions against Italy and reduced the 
Covenant to a scrap of paper. In July of 1936 they in­
formed Blum that Britain would desert France if Paris 
made any move to thwart the Fascist assault on the 
Spanish Republic. In August they organized the Lon­
don Non-Intervention Committee to prevent Madrid 
from purchasing arms for defense against fascism. A 
year later, after the Tokyo militarists had resumed their 
attack upon China, Chamberlain and Eden rejected all 
suggestions of collective pressure against Japan. In 
November, 1937, they wrecked the Brussels conference 
and accorded de facto recognition to Franco. On Febru­
ary 20, 1938, Eden retired, fatigued by Mussolini's 
threats and in need of a rest for new betrayals to come. 
Halifax carried on. On March 12, 1938, Chamberlain 
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wined and dined Ribbentrop in London and abandoned 
Austria to Hitler. On March 24 he proclaimed in Com­
mons that "non-intervention" in Spain must go on, that 
Litvinov's proposal for a conference against aggressors 
was unthinkable and that Britain would neither defend 
Czechoslovakia nor aid France to defend her. 

ch of these steps was represented to the British 
public and to the world as necessary to preserve 
"peace." This contention is hypocrisy and nonsense. 
Equally nonsensical is the oft-repeated assertion that 
the Tories have been «playing for time" until Britain 
is heavily rearmed. British sea power at its lowest ebb 
was more than adequate to compel the aggressors to 
yield. In each instance British action would have had 
the full support of France, the Soviet Union and of 
many of the lesser powers and the partial support even 
of America. This combination could have frustrated 
each act of Fascist aggression without war. What was 
lacking was not power but the will to use that power 
against the Fascist regimes-a fact fully appreciated at 
all times by Hitler, Mussolini and Hirohito. Japan 
could have been stopped in Manchuria without war if 
Britain's Tories had desired to act. German rearma­
ment could have been prevented, Ethiopia could have 
been protected, the Covenant could have been enforced, 
Locarno could have been preserved, Spain could have 
been rescued, Austria could have been salvaged-all 
without war- if Britain's Tories had desired to act. 
Today Czechoslovakia could be saved without war if 

. Britain's Tories desired to act. They refuse to act because 
they prefer to condone and support Fascist aggression. 

This purpose has never been admitted because the 
voters of Britain have at no time entertained any such 
desire. As Professor Gaetano Salvemini has recently 
put it, the Tories are obliged to be greater hypocrites 
than the reactionaries of other lands because the British 
public is an honest and decent public. In the arts of 
deception 11 Duce and Der Filhrer are amateurs com­
pared with MacDonald, Baldwin and Chamberlain. 
When he discovered from the "Peace Poll" in the sum­
mer of 1935 that the British electorate demanded eco­
nomic and military sanctions against aggressors in a 
system of collective security, Baldwin adroitly reversed 
himself and became a champion of the League of Na­
tions. Feeble sanctions were imposed upon Italy in 
October, not to save Ethiopia but to soothe the voters. 

The Tories won an overwhelming victory in the 
election of November 14, 1935, with the slogans "Up­
hold the Covenant" and ''Our Word Is Our Bond.'' 
Two weeks later the Hoare-Laval betrayal was con­
summated. But the technique was too crude. Seven 
months later Eden junked Geneva with finesse. The 
voters were told that the League was "impotent" and 
that surrender to fascism was the price of peace. In fear 
and befuddlement the voters believed, for to believe 
the absurd is the true test of faith. Even Liberals and 
Laborites were taken in. As for Americans, all accepted 
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the picture which the Tory leaders so carefully painted. 
It was a portrait in oils of a poor but honest England 
under "realistic" but benevolent rulers who preferred 
peace to prestige and yielded to aggression with a sigh 
rather than plunge their people into bloodshed. 

The reality behind this fa~de now stands forth in 
ugly nakedness. The camouflage has worn thin. The 
Tory leaders approved and supported Fascist aggres­
sion, with such g.estures of protest as were needful to 
conceal their aims, not through stupidity or weakness 
or blundering but because they desire the Fascist pow­
ers to strengthen themselves for war. They welcome 
the breakdown of Geneva. They view with equanimity 
the conquest of Ethiopia, Spain, China, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia by the Fascist Triplice. They approve 
the reduction of France to immobility and complete 
dependence upon Britain. They are not pained but 
pleased that Japan should threaten Outer Mongolia 
that Mussolini should menace French communication 
in the Mediterranean and plant the Roman eagles on 
the Pyrenees, that Hitler should seize control of all 
Danubia and Balkania, that the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo 
coalition should gird its loins for combat. Efforts to 
disguise Tory satisfaction at these developments have 
been rendered easy by the circumstance that actual 
Tory aims savor of lunacy to the uninitiated. But the 
Tory leaders are no lunatics. 

If the Tory course be madness, there is method in it. 
The method was long ago hinted at by Lord Rother­
mere in The Daily Mail of November 28, 1933: "The 
sturdy young azis of Germany are Europe's guard­
ians against the Communist danger .... Germany must 
have elbow room .... Once Germany has acquired th 
additional territory she needs in western Russia, her 
need for expansion would be satisfied, and that grow­
ing menace which at present darkens the horizon 
would be removed forever." Colonial Minister L. S. 
Amery in "The Forward View" (1935) wrote: "While 
it is no part of our policy to foster a quarrel between 
Japan and Soviet Russia, it would be no concern of 
ours, if such a quarrel developed into war, to prevent 
Japanese expansion in eastern Siberia." On April I, 

1936, The Daily Mail urged a defensive alliance with 
France, but an alliance "not directed against Germany 
... clear of all entanglements in eastern Europe, and 
leaving Germany a free hand there against Bolshe­
vism." 1 Garvin's Observer and Astor's Times take a 
similar view. It is the view, albeit seldom so frankly 
acknowledged, of Halifax and Hoare, of Chamberlain 
and Simon, of Lady Astor and the "Cliveden group." 
It is the only view that renders intelligible the whole 
course of British policy since 1931. 

Here is no "British plot." Here is nothing resem­
bling weakness or stupidity on the part of the aristoc-

1 For these and other revealing excerpts from Briti h reactionary 
1ources, sec E. Palme Dutt'1 "World Politics 1918-1936," Random 
House, 1936. 
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