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D OCRACY IN OR 

ervice held in connection with the joint emorial Day 
Service of the Je ish lar Ve erans and the B1nai 
B'rith Lodges of Cleveland. 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Sil er 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday orning, ay 29, 1958 



My dear Friends: 

This day bas been set aside to recall those de r dead who laid 

down their lives in a sad and tragic Civil War which ravaged our land 

for four long years. It i altogether fitting that we pay a full homage 

of tribute to those men who in those da s ihich tried men's souls, made 

that sacrifice which they were called upon to make. They gave the 

fullest measure of sacrificial devotion to the cause in which t ey 

believed. At the behest of tha t patriotism they died heroicall uoon 

the battlefield - close on to one-half million men in the ranks of the 

Blue and i n the ranks of the Gray thus died. Our nation, conscious 

of such supreme sacrifice can do no less than pa ' this tribute to them 

and also a tribute of affection to the last survivors in the remainin ranks 

of the army. 

By custom this Memorial Day is also dedicated to the dear dead 

of other wars, the las t of which was the reat orld \ ar. In all thee 

wars men were not found wanting to r ally to the defense of t heir countr, 

to ards ideal which are the foundations upon which the institutions of 

their country are es tablished. 

In all these wars, back to the days of the Revolutionur ,ar, 

American Je ·s in common with all other loyal citizens of merica served 
se 

and thiprecious dead J[f Amer i c n Je ish citizens who laid down their 

loves for our country w honor toda ~ together with all .the others. 

Jes have always been loyal citizens of their native or of 

their adopted lands. Some countries today obsessed by a recrudscent 

medievalism, caught up with the high tied of intol ranee and bigotry, 

choose to ignore or to dishonor the Jewish soldier dead of those countries. 

In G rm ny, for example, the names of their Jewish heroes who fought 

during the World ar have been stricken from the monUllents, from the 
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rolls of honor so that no one in the years to come shall kno th t the 

Jews of Germany in a proportion even greater than that of the non-Jew 

served during the orld ar and died on the battlefield for Germany. 

Recently in Vienna, the leader of the Jewish War Veterans was 

drag ed from his home the da that Austria was forcible annexed to 

Germany to be taken to the sidewalks in one of the principal thorughfares 

of Vienna and there to be made to scrub the sidwalks. He asked for one 

priviege before being taken from home. And it was granted him. He 

put on his uniform, tha t of a former general in the Au trian Army and 

half a dozen medals he had won for bravery and thus accoutered, he as 

taken dovm to the sidwalks to be humiliated and degraded and forced 

to scrub the sidewalks. Jes never forget to erve in times of war 

as in times of peace. Particularly loyal a e the Jews in lands 

of their birth and adoption where principles of freedom, democracy 

and tolerance hold sway, because our people h ve b en compelled to 

live so many centuries without the benfits of these principles which 

alone give dignity and worth to human existence. 

My dear friends, there i but one thought that I should like 

to leave ·th~u on this emorial Day. In the Civil War, men fo ght 

to preserve the Union. hy did men have to fight to preserve the 

Union? ay was the Union threatened? The Union was threatened because 

of slavery. And it was the moral issue of slavery which gitated our 

national life for decades, which embittered the political life of our 

country and which finally led to secession and to a Civil ar. Had 

there been no issue of slavery, the Union never would have been 

hreatened. The preservation of the Union would never ha e come 

into question. 
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For many decades before the Civil War, men tried to keep these 

two issues apart, that of of abolition and the preservation of the Union. 

They tried to preserve the Union by ignoring the issue of slavery. All 

the ingenuity of sta tesmen were employed. Those who mainta ined that 

the t wo issues cannot be kept apart, those who insisted that the Union 

could not be preserved without without abolition were denounced, even 

in the North as dangerous radicals and as f anatical abolitionists. 

Abol itionists was a t erm of contempt up to the days of the Civil War 

even in the Northern states. 

There were so called r alis ts in those days, so called Cooler 

Heads, practical people who maintained th t the whole issue of slavery 

had nothing to do with the cent ral government but that it was an 

internal affair of individual states and t ha t t he Federal St ate had 

no business to meddle with things that do not concern it. 

But the r ealists of those days were not r ealists at all. They 

were literalists. They proved to be just duller and took the middle road 

which led to the battlefield of the Civil ar. And why? Because 

these two issues could not be kept apart, because inherent in slaver y , 

in the institutions, in the economic structure of slavery was the motive 

of expansion. The salver area had to grow as the profits accrued from 

cotton growing in the South increased. The southern planters turned 

eyes everyday to new territories, particularly to Louisiana. They saw 

that by carving that huge territory intone states which would be 

slave-holding states, not only would profits be increased but their 

political power in the nation, as well would be increased. They 

would come into actual control of the United States and they would 
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force PVen the free orthern st tes within the orbit of s l ave st·• tes. 

Should t ey be carve into free stltes, the po er of the Northern free 

states would be immeasurably augmented. The pr r·ts oft e plante s 

would diminish. The emancipa tion oft e slaves would increase. Therefore 

thP.re developed irrepressi ble · ssues which no clever a grnentati on, no 

reactionist hair-splitting could side-tr ck. Compr mises were attempte. 

nut it idn't work. They tried aopeasement. Hut to no av1il. 

Mi souri Compromise. The coun jry could not e~ain hal~ free an hal 

slave. As the . exican ar and the annexation of Texas offered to the 

planters ne pro pects for expansion, t e issue - ea hed is inevitable 

denoue1:1ent on the bloo -drench battle. lds o he Civil tar. In 

other ~ords and this is the tho ht ich I ant t o stress, the mor 1 

i s sue between slavery an freedom, bet 1een a ountr · hal~ free and alf 

slave could not be side-tr c<ed. It should h ve been a ed eraciously 

at the ver beginning of or Rep blic. If it were aced t hen and or 

six or seven ec des thereafter i t wo d not have h d to be solved 

upon t . e blood-drenched fields of the Civil ar. 

hy do I stress this? eca se I m pers ed that the word o ay 

faces an identi al situ tion. The orld t a is devide bet en free 

states and slave st· tes. Thew rld to y is half free half sl ve. 

Since the worl war dictato ships h- ve arisen in hal of the oe t rn 

World nd have es ablished their tyranny over millions and millions of 

people. Democ acr has been scraped, free instit t:ons have been 

destroyed and tyranny unli e anyt ing JIii x erien ed into thousand 

years is tod ruling of great countries in he •es t n World. 

Inherent in these dictatorships is lso thi motiv of ex sion. 

Lik t e slave area before the Civil r, sot e dictatorship reas today 
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must expand. It is a part of its inherent philosophy, its riving 

motive, to expand. Mu~solini had to expand in Ethio ia; Hitl~r thus 

expanded in Austria. Both today are endeavoring to extend sway over 

Spain. Japan is expanding in China. At this very moment .l!.urope 

is hovering upon a bring of anothe_ world war because of the tl-ireat 

of expansion by a dictatorship in Czechoslovakia. 

No thee are today so called alists like the Chambe lains 

and Halifaxes of ureat Britain who also imagine they can ~eep the to 

issues apart, the preservation of peace and the existence of dictator­

ships and that by concessions and compromises they can preserve the 

peace of Europe. Those who claim that these two are insep rable, that 

you cannot preserve the peace of the world ithout curbing dictatorships 

are today being denounced as irresponsible radica s, as war-mongers. 

Even in our own country we~ind an attitude of pse o-re lism. 

A few days ago, the Undersecreta ~ of State, umner •elles, made public 

the follo ing amazing statement: 

"The cause of 1; orld peace, and the fundamental obj ec • ve in 

our foreign policy, of eepin- our own country at pace, e not 

furthered b our participation in bltern~tional p~lemics and recriminations 

over ina.rnal policies of other nations regarding which we h ve no rightful 

concern." 

It is like an echo of the pre-Civil ar days when these same 

words and phrases and slogans were emplo)ed. This, of course, is 

ecidedly in keeping with the demands ·ch Mu solini made a e da sago 

hen he told the democraci s of the earth to hold their tongues but 

that they, the autocracies, the exponents of totalitarian absolutism 

in the world today are free to speak, to utter words of contem t 

and recrimin tion to ards democracies and liberty. They are free 



to Jenounce and to jeer. They are free to interfere in the internal 

affairs of pain, to send armies an airships into 5pain. They are 

free to set themselves up as the spokesmen o other countries nd oment 

treason within the populations of other land.s The ire free to send 

their propagandists into other lands as they h vein the United tates, 

as they have done in Nexico - in the United tates as t ey have been 

discovered to be, spies of their country and thus, perhaps to un erm ne 

our land. 1bey are free to march into cities of other countries in 

foreign uniforms, carrying their foreign flags and heilin their 

leaders. But democr~cies, accordin to r. Sumnnr elles, mu t not 

even open their mouths in condemnati n of these indecencies perpetrrted 

in t he o t barbaric fashions among innocent •en, women and children. 

Three-auarters of a million eople have been str· ~ped of their 

elementary rights, driven out of their professions nd carers and have 

been sent out into the .·orld as paupers, broken. Suchan tin must be 

spared t e inconvenience of having ?eople in a emocracy even utter 

a ord of protest, indignation at such action. In other words, these 

indecencies, these attacks upon the elementary rinciples of human 

li~ must be accepted toda as the routine of internal procedure. 

It is an int ernal affair of these countries. The ·ct th t these 

countries b victimizing hun reds oft ousands of human bein s are 

thereby impressin ~rious economic problems of caring for their f 

victims-- that doesn't matter. It is an internal affair. 

y friends, thee is no way o side-tracking the moral issues of 

democracy versus dictatorship in the mo ern world as th ,re was no ay 

of side-tracking the issue of slaver versus freedom in the days before 

t e Civil - ar. Democracies m t either unite to establish collective 

security, the sanctity of international law, the rights of minorities -
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the democraci~s will either unite to check the aggression of dictatorships 

in the modern orld or they will go own t o utter defeat upon the bloody 

battlefield of war. Silence will not solve the problem. It is far too 

serious. The United States should not turn its foreign office over 

to the Tory Government of Gre t Britain. But I am afraid it has been 

untintentional ly doing this. It is this miserable technique which 

has in the last few yer rs been responsible for all the chaos in 

the international scene. It is that hich has destroyed the idea of 

collective security in the orld. Unfortun tely our government has 

been playing their game in the l ast fe 1 years. By delic ·ite no s and t ough 

.asel ords w approved the forcible annexation of Austria and the 

Rome-London Pact which oredi c· ted u on the ltim te recognition of the aame ul 

conquest of ithiopia. nd we have also made o rse ves a party to th~t spurious 

non-intervention policy applied to Spain foisted pon Europe b the same 

Tory Government of Great tiritain. 

A few months ago the Presinent of the United St tes spoke 

grea t and courageous words. He said that those nations ho are aggressors 

and who foment war should be quarantined as lepers. • hat has happened 

to tha t attitude on the oart of our governm nt? Today emu t no even 

breathe a word of disaprob· tion of the terrorism and bru 1·ty and 

int rn t·onal gangsterism a ainst the per etrators of thee acts. 

That the attitude of r. Sumner ·•elles as not the attitude 

oft e past was evidenced a few days ago when a group o Chica o 

ed cators, authoritias on int arnational law nd others telegraphed 

r. Sumne Welles. In th t telegram they objected em hatically 

to what the tel gram call d r. elle's "hi torically inaccurate 

statement of our consistent foreign olicy in relation to 

outrages committed anywhe e in the orld that defy and viola e the laws 
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of hlimani ty and God . " 

"Secretary of Sate, G. Blaine, dealing ith religious ersecution 

by Christian Rucsia in 1891, complained that the action taken 'would not 

onl wound the universal and innate sentiment f h anit , but ould 

suggest the difficult problem of affording an immediate asylum to a 

million or more of exiles ithout ceriously deranging the condition of 

labor and of social organiza ion in other countries." 

"Benjamin Harrison, then President of he United tates , in 

his annual message Dec . 9, 18 1, said: "The banishm nt, whether by 

direct decree or by any less certain indirect methods, of so large 

a number of men and women is not a local question . decree t ') leave 

one country is, in the nature o things, an order to enter another -

some other. 11 

"In the past even Germany he self has joined in strong rot-:?st 

against brutalities perpetrated on local citizens b~ a foreign nation. 

oreover, it is a confusion of terms to call, as o do, the tor ure of 

religion and racial oersec11tion as oracticed by Nazi Germany a domestic 

polic:-, ." 

"Ism er a domestic polic •? Are concentr tion camps , is confiscation 

of property, is creating and foist·ng upon othe countries exiles and ref1gees 

b the hundreds of tho· isands, are all these domestic policies?" 

And so, m· friends, if the e are to be no more dead in future 

w· rs, then democrac, to use a magnificent hr se which was uttered by 

Thomas t n, must "put on armor". It must 1 arn to fight. It must pick 

up the gauntlet , accept the challenge, call the bluff. At home it mu t 

aggressively expose all anti-democratic ropaganda and . roh.bit enemies 

of our free institutions from o ganizin into unofficial armies, parading our 

streets in military uniforms and generally playing democ ac "for a suck r." 



WELLES WARNS US 
TO HOLD TONGUES 

Hull Aide Says Americans Do 

Cause of Peace No Qood by 

Assailing Other Nations 

CITES OUR 'INTERVENTIONS' 

Baltimore Talk Viewed as 

Effort to Soothe Countries 

Lately Attacked by Officials 

BALTIMORE, fay 24 (}P}.-Sum­
ner Welles, Under-Secretary of 

tate, declared tonight that Ameri­
cans harmed the cause of world 
peace when they condemned the 
purely internal policies of other na­
tions. • 

He bade a "mind-your-own-busi• 
ne " peech b fore the Presbyte­
rian ocial Union of Maryland, 
•aying: 

"The au e of world peace, and 
the fundamental objective in our 
:foreign policy, of keeping our own 
country at peace, are not furthered 
by our participation in internation• 
al polemic and recriminations over 
internal policle of other nations 
regarding which w have no right• 
:ful concern." 

His peech was interpreted as an 
attempt to soothe th feelings of 
Germany, Japan and Italy, repeat• 
edly hurt on recent occasion by 
speeches and statements here, some 
of them by high officials. 

"In these troubled times," said 
Mr. Welle , "the world Js sur• 
charged with the clash of conflict­
ing doctrines, with bitter recrimina­
tions of the exponents of divergent 
dogma , and with propaganda con­
ducted by the spokesmen of certain 
ideologies among the adherents of 
other beliefs. 

"It is known to us all that the 
N w World, and specially the 
United t t ,i, ha!; een ubject d 
o much sound and fury of this na­

tui·e . 
"When ali n influence seek to 

undermine our own institutions we 
become definitely concerned. The 
government is fully prepared to deal 
with thi pos 1bility in accordance 
with the provision of our law . 

"What we mu t avoid as a people 
is confu ion between what is an at­
tack upon our own in titution , and 
the purely in ernal policy of a for­
eign government." 

Recall Our P t "Intervention'' 
In p akmg b fore the Presby­

terian ocial Union of Maryland, 
Under ecretary \Velles said: 

"Civilized ociety an as uredly 
conceiv of h exi tence of no 
peaceful world o long a:; nation 
because of their physice.1 might can 
int rvene in whatever form in the 
determination of the destinies ot 
other independent people , 

"I wish I could ay that our own 
government had alway adhered to 
the e principles. Its f«tlure to do 
110 in o far a the American con­
tin nt is concerned wa on of the 
chief rea on for the ho tility with 

hich we er regarded in earlier 
time by some of the smaller repub­
lic of thi hemi ph r , whose terri• 
to we invad d , nd ov r the de­
termln tion of who e d tinies we 
und rtook to a um control. 

"That day, of course, ha for u­
nately pa ed, and th memori s 
thereof are rapidl b coming obllt• 
erated, but it i proper to remem­
b r what we our lv a a nation 
have done, and not so many yeara 
ago, when we condemn, and rightly 
condemn, the policle of other na­
tion who pur u such a course in 
the world of today. 

1 "Apart from thi legitimate hu-
manitarian oncern on our part, 
manif ted in a con tructive man­

e urely do not advance the 
c u of world p ac by undertak-
in publicly to a ail th domestic 
p li ie of oth r nation . hen the 
policy of another country ndan era 
our right or our intere a a na-
tion, or h n i t eaten th 
m in tenance of tho e ba ic prlnci-

1 of in ernationa law and of 
condu to which e have pro­
claimed our adh r nee and which 
w believe e nti o world order, 
then thi over ent hould feel 
fr to adop attltud as it be-
ll v the b lntere of the 
Am rican peop demand. But the 
dome tic poll e of other people 
are a much ma ter of their own 
de ermin tlo a ar our dome tic 
policie a m tter for our decision." 
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GATHER TO DISCUSS THE CA 
Women peace leader who met here yesterday at 

Carrie Chapman Catt and Josephine Shain. Standin 
Esther C. Brunauer, lrs. William D. Sporborg and Ir 

WELLES IS SCORED 
ON 'SILENCE' POLICY 
Chicago Educators, Lawyers 
Assert Right of Americans to 

Protest 'Outrages' Abroad 

Special lo THI Nsw YORK TIMES. 

CHICAGO, May 26.-A group of 
Chicago educator• authorities on 
international law and others tele­
grapher tonight to Sumner Welles, 
Under Secretary of State, protest­
ing against his speech at Baltimore 
Tuesday in which he admonished 
Americans to cease their condemna­
tion of the internal policies of other 
nations, "regarding which we have 
no rightful concern." 

The group objected "emphat­
ally" to what the telegrd.m called 

Mr. Menes's "historically inaccu­
rate statement of our consistent 
foreign policy in relation to out­
rages committed anywhere in the 
world that defy and violate the laws 
of humanity and God." 

The signers of the telegram were 
Quincy Wright, Professor of Inter­
national Law, University of Chi­
cago: Dr. A. R. Hatton, Professor 
of Political Science, Northwestern 
University; Dr. John A. Lapp, 
Salmon 0. Levinson,- Harry D. 
Gldeon11e, Professor of Economics, 
University of Chicago; Professor 
Jerome G. Kerwin, University of 
Chi~ago; Paul Hutchinson, manag­
ing editor, The Christian Century: 
Dr. Charles Copeland Smith, head 
of ihe Neighbor Guild and interna­
tional lecturer, and Dr. Curtis W. 
Reese, dean, Abraham Lincoln Cen­
ter. 

The telegram was made publio by 
Mr. Levinson, Chicago lawyer, 
known as the originator of the 
Kellogg-Briand treaty to outlaw 
war. • 

"Secretary of State .Tames G. 
Blaine, dealing with religiou per­
secution by Christian Russia in 
1891, complained that th action 
taken 'would not only wound the 
universal 41.nd innate sentiment of 
humanity, but would suggest the 
difficult problem of affording an 
immediate asylum to a million or 
more of exiles without seriously de­
ranging the condition of labor and 
of social organization in other coun­
trie11.' 

njamtn Harrf1on'1 Statement 
"And Benjamin Harrison, then 

~esident of the United States, in 
his annual message Dec. 9, 1891, 
said: 

" 'The banishment, whether by 
direct decree or by any less certain 
Indirect method11, of so large a 
number of men and women is not 
a local que tion. A decree to leave 
one country i , in the nature of 
things, an order to enter another­
some other. 

Precedent Otherwise, Th y Say 
"In the past even Germany her­

self has joined in strong protest 
against brutalities perpetrated on 
local citizens by a foreign nation ," 
their message to Mr. Welles stated. 
"Moreover, it is a confusion of 
terms to call, as you do, the torture 
of religion and racial per ecution 
as practiced by Nazi Germany a 
domestic policy. 

"Is murder a domestic policy? Are 
concentration camps, is confication 
of property, is creating and foisting 
upon other countries exiles and 
refugees by the hundreds of thou­
sands, are all these domestic poli­
cies? 

"They have been differently lab­
eled by many of our Presidents and 
Secretaries of State. ut to avoid 
prolixity and because ou are pre­
sumed to be familiar with similar 
outrageous situation handled by 
our various tate de artments, we 
cite but one instance 

" 'This considerati n, as well as 
the suggestion of umanity, fur­
nishes ample groun for the remon­
strances which we ave presented 
to Russia, while ou historic friend­
ship for that gov rnment cannot 
fail to give assura es that our rep­
re entations are t ose of a sincere 

w~.11~~!.e~!~; of t.ate William M. 
Evarts, a well a Theodore Roose­
velt nad his ecre ary of tate John 
Hay, took an ev firmer stand in 
a. similar situatio . 

"We have searched American his­
tory in vain to find a precedent for 
the weak and dangerous policy you 
announced a Baltimore " 
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James Roosevelt Leaves Clinic field of 
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