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My Friends : One of the heartenin~ thin~s in these days of 

moral chaos and breakdown has been the superb morale of the President 

of the United tates . This chosen leader of the greates democrac 

of the world today has through these years of confusion not stooped 

to the sort of compromise of moral principles arfecting intern tional 

rela ionships which unfortunately h ve characterized so many of the 

leaders, heads of governments, in the Western orld today . He has 

not stooped to that sort of chicanery, double-dealing which has been 

leadin the world in the last few years to what appears to be 

inevi able disaster . The President of the United S · tes ma no .ve been 

effective in determining the course of mankind away from chaos but at 

least he has kept high and clean and unspotted the banner of Humanity 

and Civilization . That is a great deal, because as long as there are 

banners gleaming over the heads of mankind, unsullied, towards which 

the wearied eyes of mankind may look up in their hour o tribulation, 

so long is there hope for mankind. 

In a world tragically bereft of great statesmanship, in a world 

in hich great nations are being led by little men, in ever sense of 

the word, here is a man who ha stuck undeviatingly to fundament ls in 

intema ional relationships, the fundamentals of decent civilized 

living among people, here is one man w o has not betrayed the anbattled ays 

of mankind even as he has not betrayed the great traditions of his own 

great continent. 

I believe that a word of tribute and appreciation should be 

spoken to such a man . You know that in a democ acy we are very 

niggardly in our praise of public servants, espec·a11y in 0eriods 

of economic disturbances and tmsettlement, when regardless of hat is 
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being done, so much remains undone that people are prone to become 

impatient and embittered and visit upon the shoulders of the hief 

Executive all the sins of commis ion and om· sion, in fact all their 

own sins and blunders . This is especially true in such a time of 

economic unrest when certain measures advocated to improve a situation 

do not happen to coincide with the specific interests of certain 

classes, then t he mem ers of those clas es are prone to become violent 

in their opposition and to lose all sense of nroportion. Then they 

are prone to begin to hate with a black hate and to say hat nothin 

that this man has ever done or is likely to do has an · merit 

whatsoever. And they are prone to take this whole complex oroblem, 

this whole complex of economic difficulties which confront our 

n tion, highly involved, tremendously difficult. the are prone to 

take this entire composite of economic diff"cultie s and ersonalize 

it, stupidly simplify it and reduce it to the hortcomin s of one 

man - the Chief 1xecutive - and to say that if onl we c n ge rid 

of that one man wlio ie the source of all evil, then salva ion is 

sure to come. 

I have heard men speak, as you have undoubtedly h t. rd men 

speak of the President of the United~ ates, in tenns so lo am 

contemptible that I have sometimes wishes that these peo le would 

be put for a little time at least, in one of those cotmtries here 

they have no" eds", no radicals, no brain-trusters - in a country 

like Germany or Ital to l earn what happens under uch circum ances, o see 

how business in such an ideal s ate is so re ul ted, so domi 't d and 

controlled that the business man is jut a lackey of the state, a 

brain-truster is without brains and ~here free speech is so absent 
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and the right of criticism is so non-existant that a man looks bout 

twice or three times before sa ing good morning to his neighbor. 

I have heard Jews, and you have undoubtedl. heard Jews who 

belong to the same business class - employers - and who take their 

cues and slogans from the same class of people, from lobb ists, from 

corporation lawyers, from so called pu lie relation experts who join 

this chorus of defamation in the most irresponsible and uncontrolled 

speech and I have sometimes wished, though I am not a cruel man, 

I have sometimes wishes th t these men would find themselves for a 

spell, onl~ for a spell, in a country where there are no eds, 

labor &gitators, in a country like Nazi Germany, for inst ce and 

let them taste the sweetness of that land - ho peaceful a country 

can be that does not suffer from the horrors of the New Deal. 

Frankly, lam amazed by the Jews ho are so forgetting ther selves 

as to join this snarling, howling pack o irresponsible critics, that 

the will permit themselves because of what they fondl reg rd as 

their economic interests, so to prejudice them against the man who 

has been championing them, the cause of their eople and country, 

the cause of mankind in this despe te hour. 

Are these businessmen, wonder, these employers so blind 

as not to under~tand that their chief problem is not tod y ho to 

insure for them elves greater profit or less taxes or more income, 

that their greatest problem today is how to orotect themse ves 

a ainst a movement orld-wide in scope, directed and financed by 

one of greatest n tions in the world who is pledged to uproo 

and destroy them root and branch, that the c:me man in this world 

who has risen like a kni ht in shinin armor to nefend them and 
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thereb~ the cause of America, the democracy of mankind, this man vhom 

they so foolishly and tupidl malign, thereb~' weakening the prestige 
one of 

of/their greatest spokesmen in the world? 

Who has spoken, in recent ears, as clearly or unmistakenly as 

he has spoken up gainst religious and racial persecution? ind you, 

he is not an individual but an official, a head of a government of 

one hundred and thirty millions of people. iho has shown greater 

S}mpathy and understanding for the pli ht of refugees than our 

President? ho has facillitated the coming o refugees into this 

land more t han he? Who has summoned all the nations of the world to 

discuss this problem of refugees than the President of the Uni ed 

States? hat leader in recent eeks, what he d of a government saw 

the uns eakable horrors in Nazi Germany and spoke as fr kl as did 

franklin Delano Roosevelt? 

"The ne ·s of the pas t few da-.rs from Germany ha dee 1 shocked 

public opinion in the United tates. Such news from any part of the 

world would inevitably produce a similar profound reaction among American 

people in ever part o the nation. 

"I myself could scarcely believe that such things could occurr in 

a twentieth century civili ation. 

"With a view to gaining a first-hand picture of the si tw tion in 

Germany I asked the Secre r of bt te to order our mbassador in 

berlin to return at once for report and consu ation." 

Do you kno of any other ¥re ident or head of a government 

who ordered his Amabassador to return at once, not merel for important 

consultat~on but to demonstrate to the nations of the orld the moral 

horror and repulsion of what was happening there? What man, what head 

of governm nt spoke up and ap ealed in the name of his ov mmen 
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in behalf of the open doors in alestine for Jewish re ugees and for 

Jewish se tlere as did the President of the United tates? Who 

is the mos hated man in Nazi German today? The Pres·den of the 

United tates and that is the greates ribute ou can pa to he man. 

Jews, even Jewish businessmen, Je ish emplo ers ou ht not to for et 

that. 

What is grutif ing in this sit tion is no that Pr.e ·aent 

rtoosevelt has risen to the defense of the Jews becau e heesoeci lly 

favors the Jews - not at all! It is his broad hum nity hi great 

love of his fellow men, hi fine sP-nse of um bro herhocxi, justice, 

decency, ~ense of eaut. and compa sion for all men hat ha omnted him 

o act in this p ticul r si u2tion in behalf of them. ' hat he has 

done for the Jes is would be likel to do for other r aces for other 

peoples in the orld. 

y friends , tod the voice of resident Roo evel t is not 

onl the stron est voice raised in the orld in defen~e of democrac 

but am afraid the onl important voice in he orld. ~n land and 

ranee have abdicated. Since tu unich the have ceased to be nat ons 

fighting diet orship. The have been flirtin "th dictatorship. The 

heads of those governments h ve called on the head of th ubl"c pr 

to ole se mute attacks on thoee gov rnm n th·tt ar he ed • die tors, 

in act to refrain altogeth r because e do no wi h to an agoni7e h 

country which we have just now attempted to appease • thro ing o 

them the remains of one of the noblest democrac es in h heart of 

Europe. 

President Roosevelt tod y remain the one gre·t 1 ader of a 

gre t country who i ag ressivel cham ioni the cause of democrac 
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against all forms of absolutist dictatorship and tyranny . Heist in~ to ay 

to ally the whole of La in America in one united fron aga·ns the s rn 

Hemisphere , from those alien and ho~tile agents of Fa~cis and Naz· govern

ments . 

He did hope for a united front of the great emocracies against 

the onrush of dictatorship . That has not succeeded because ~e o her 

democracies ve no~ cooperated . The · are alKing in terms o: eac bu 

sacri ""icing emocrac"' and the ideals of democracy. Y r- hey eel br'"lt d 

in riumph heap easement of iunich, a blo sacri ice o a e se he 

mode n molochs, the molochs Hitler and .. ussolini . The ere final 1y 

appeased . Two, h:ree days, ago he hole canard, th hole shame~ re

vealed in thee es o the people, when in he Cham11er in f:ome, SJX>nt·neo sl 

as it ~re - and you mow ho s X>ntaneous things are in diet~ orships -

just as S'Jontaneous as the smashing of t.e win o-•s of shoos and the burnin 

of temples in Berlin - all the members of the Hou.e rose nd h gan o 

clamor for Tunisia, Corsica, Nice . That is ho e ed th Re hung. 

lions are . The Popular Front government hich arose h so fr filed eca se 

of t~e lack of vision, because of he blirrl 1~a ershi an b c use o t e 

blind followa sin those o other democracies ·n the world . 

In October of last ·ear, spea ·n~ in Chic o, the res·d nt of 

the Uni ed ~ ates made an a peal, he was ready to move, hack b Gre 

Britain in a trade blockade against Jaoan because of is inva ion o vhin . That 

ould have been an act which would h ve oped ictators ip n is trac~ . 

England refused to move just as in 1 32 sher fuse 

.tan 

I menti nth se things to you no bee use 

0 C in e cas of 

am an apolo t for 

Roosevelt . I am not a ol·tic 1 p rtisan . M · n erest is nev r 1th people 

as much as with orinciples . Pre ·dP.nt Roo evelt has made m· t kes, some very 
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serious mi.takes in domestic affairs. They are a~ a res lt of error 

of his judgment and none, I am persuaded, re as a result of error of 

motive. He wanted to acoomplish so much n so li tle time. He tried to 

introduce so many refurms in such a short space of ye rs. He wasp rhap 

a bit too im tient iith the slow ratner lumbering emoc atic proce~s, a 

li tle too insistent upon the ord "now". 

Some wise statesman, many. ea"'s ago, said that "in a e manship, 

to s rike too soon is oft to miss a blow ." In a emoc cy you mu~t spend 

time in educa+ing he eople up to a cert in view. T rocess of 

education is ~ui e as important as the meas i self. In democ acies 

the method is quite as important as t e end. Perh ps he Pre td n of 

the United t ates, in his Jagernes to serve his o. le, o olve he 

pressing and difficult oroblems , ofttimes r .a hed ou for a shortcu hich is 

not alwa s a cla sic hi hwa for democratic rocedure. He has erha le 

our nation too lon~ on an emer~e C ' basis too long psycholo~i ally mobilized. 

Shoul h ve, or example, been slo er in paln or reconstr ction 

of Supreme Gourt. 

He has nerhaps been im atient to opposition in his o 

to ive men ou of his oarty 

these f cts, these mistakes. 

ho oppose measure 

Ho ever I don't kno 

he vor d. 

of an man 

nar • He so ht 

I r ·co nize 

ho would h ve 

been placed for six critical years in his position ho would have done 

sometting about t mt which was done rt o w ul not have made errors. 

I also kno, and believe tha histor) will credit r. Roosevel 

with many things achieved, ith man things rtially achieved which w 11 

become part and parcel of the tr d 1tion of Am i ~an lie of h · c ice 

o Americal life i Jars to come re rdl s of th r yin con rol. 
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In 1955, Mr. Roose relt s· ved he n ion · rom ha omeone ha mlled 

the men al climate of the land . any of us h ve forgo ten some inte ion 1 

the mental clima e o 1955 hen Roosev l was in of ice . f cin 

economic collapse and disaster . ou w re facin a bla K wall of riespair . 

~usiness houses shut down . "llions of men were eing thro m out of 

em loyment . The banks ere cl osin . Hopele~sness as ~ri in he v 

h .art of the American eople . l1r. Roo ev 1 steoped int he s·tun ion and 

almost as if by a miracle there came a suddens :rge o c0n idence, new 

hope into Ame ·ican life . People t ok hold of themselves, and ere ensued 

a perio of reorganizat on a stabiliza ion, a resum~ ion of ac ivi ies, 

a new mood in American life . That w·11 remain o his eternal ere it . 

uri his six years of office, he has ende vore '"' rouse he 

conscience of the erican peo le con erning the evils which exist in 

our economic structure . He has ca le<i ate t·on o he b se of other 

people ' s mone · thro h speculation, to --diness o th stock 

exchange and he has sou; ht to in roduce cer ln m · sure o con rol 

of t hat sec'..lrit . He took over the elie problem and envi ged i 

as a federal problem . It cost a lot bu men d.d not o bun cy in he 

United vt ates in the l·st six ears . erhaps our ccun r s sived 

from es erate revol tion . He lamiched public wor~s . 'Ilev are ex:Je ~ive -

slum cleRr nee projects, long over due . He launched he CCC camp pro ect . 

He took our young peoole off the streets o~ the bi ci ies an V hem 

from becoming gang leaders arrl rac eteers . 11 of ich has been remen ously 

e ensive . ~ut I have •et to h r of subst·tute he critics of he 

~resi ent ve offered or are offering for th· roblP-m . 

If indus ry cannot absorbe orkers, if ind s r · throws eopl out 

of work and thrusts them uLon the nation, the n·tion mu~t t ke car of 
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them . He in rod c d a mca u of con rol over P lie U ·1i is, d 

sou ht o correc ome of the evil of holdinK cm n lo over 'e . 

He defen~ed he ri~ht o he American eople o con+rol our own er 

power nd e ~ctric o er ad has 

the American eople . 

ved that v Tenne ee V lley or 

DurinF hi adm~ni tra ion, one of he mo. orv, rd epQ i 

huma i+ ria ism ·as enacted - soci 1 ecur , ol a e penFions . Jro ec ion 

for ro herhood unem lo ~ent • sur ce · an hour and ·age mea ure h 

in roduced toe ablish th rinc · ple of mini um 1 · vi vm e or o r 

o ro ec he wor kers · lahor rel tion u.cts ha e bee oa"'sed imir1 

wocker in hif ri ht of or ani7ation nd a.lso to e t m· c inP.ry for 

the adjudication of difference e ~een em lo er ad e ,lo·ee . o~ of 

these mea ure are imperfect . The· will need mu r c i ic ion i 

he as to come . But hat most if not all o t ese rn sure. re 

n c ~s~~ and in a demo r'c~ i e i a le , no one c n denT. Tc d~rec ,· on 

has een true one . The ovemen has bee a rue move en i e ri 

direc · on . An I ke bold to s . no ~dmi ic, r~ io 

come into the United S ~ es ill draQ icrl~- ch 

void hem . 

e h . CP 

So in a·•in 0 0 tri ute nd aporecir, on 

.limeric .. n to a gre::1 n I er c l:', r e 0 C odc<i e 

I bel eve hif' office . 
C, no e i 1-. r ee of I am 

• u 

that f cing treme dou job his an d. no , hirk h. e 

Ju as he a no d . cour g d b . hie.- n h/ • c:il C f, 

no di. cour d b mul itudinou errif call · d·fr·cul ro 

faced thi coun r in he l·s si 1et1r anrl h ha"' ri .d 0 

l ea er~hip courag 0 S le dership o the b of hi . uri en 

0 gre 

he rro B 

r o sa: 

no • 

. 0 h 

1 m ,ich 

ve me 

o lmeric • 

hie 
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And cert inl as ar as internat·onal r 1 ions are conceT'fled, 

hes ands so completel shoulder high a ove an.one i s·gh in he orld 

oda that it ~kes he heard of he Americ1n prou~ the United 

tate is being led a man of hi moral character . 

So my closin words, my friends are ht I ur e ' OU no o 

stop criticising the Presiden o the Uni ed ~ate . I is one o he 

necessar functions o f emocrac) . I urge ,o no 0 C e poin irlp 

out wherein in rour jud ment this measure a h mea ure m be faul , . 
join 

uite t e contrar r! I ur e Jou not to/the partJ oft e Pre, ·nent of he 

United trtes or to refu~e o join th·s na.rt) or h 

our cri icism you exercise a measure of fairness ju 

pa :; . I ur e h 

en ou do 

not lose si ht of bi things . ~tis of the u mos of im o ance hi 

hour is that Vie, you, we Americ ns and ~en throu hou~ the ,orld have 

in 

at the head of this p.re·t overnmen , a man ho .tick t o fundament 1, 

upon horn ou can rely hen t ic ue tion ffectin asi oues ions 

of nitv re involved . e can 11 have conf"dence proved bv 

his e rs in office h· tin Fr klin Del o Roosevel 

people and the orld .k a a whole, hav an ·nsp·r d 

I • r 

oke m 
' 

he Amer·c n 

e hope 

that sooner or 1 ter because of the leadershi. of such a man the cau e 

of and peace will be re-esta lished int e h " a ion 

of mankind . 
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FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the United States: "The 

news of ~l,e p at few days from Germany has deeply shocked public opin

ion in t~e United States. Such news from any part of the world would 

inevita ly , , oduce a similar profound reaction among American people 

in every srilrt of the nation. 

"I myself could scarce!y believe tha t such things could occur m a 

twentieth century civilization. 

"With a view to gaining a first-hand picture of the situation in Ger

many I asked the Secretary of State to order our ,Ambassador in Berlin 

to return at once for report and consultation. 

* * 



"The princes of L.oan are become fools, the orinces of Noph are deceived; they 

have caused Egypt to go astray .. The Lord hath m·ngl 

dizziness. And they have caused Egypt to stagger in eve 

man staggereth in his vomit". 

ithin her a spirit of 

work a a drun~en 
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