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' "ABSTRACT OF ADORES DELIV ·RED B DR. B1 HILLEL SILVER AT T E T 1 •PLt.' 0 D 

AND ST 105TH STREET ON SUN A OPJ: ING, DEC • BER 18, 58 

KINDLING LIGHTS IN Di-. .EN D t ORLD 

The ruler of the b~rian Greeks in the Second Century before the Common Era 

atte■pted a "Gleichsc~altun" of his entire empire, a religious coordina ion v ry 

much like the politica1and intellectual coordinations goi g on in many p rt of 

the or ld today . ntiochus encountered no res st nee any • e f> to hie: rocr · 

except in Judea where a reater spiritu 1 force than ht . ic~ as co ~nined 

in paganism put on a determined, nd in the end, successful resi s -nee. Eth. cRl 

onotheism backed b a eople small in numbers but large in spiritual re is . nee 

joined in mortal combat with the non-ethical pol theism of paganic,m. P nani 

in the 'econd Century before the Common Era repre ... ented n o tl-te ide nd 

attitudes which are a ~ain raisinc their heads ·n t e p n_sm o~ our o T . 
Its Gods ?Ossessed no moral ch racter. They r pre ented blind forces of na ure hich 

had to be ~ropitiated. Long before the tim~ o. the accabees, the Cods he 

Greets h d become mirth- rovo ing characters in t he la o t he comic l . rte 

or Greece. They re repre ented as drunkards, deceivers, licentiou, n lac ~ing 

in all mo 1 dignity. Judaism recoiled rom stJc . an tt1. tu e to d vini y. Elli 

It envisaged God in terms of holiness, er~ection, t he objec of u r love and 

reverence. 

Paganism roclaimed the upremacy of th ~t te. The s m ol of th te, he 

but f the emperor,• in V ry temple or th,, nc .nt orl d 

Judaism insisted on th• eupremac of law nd t 'le 11 of' God n • h . ch sta nd 

emperor ali~e wee subordina e. The ancient orld new l i +tle of s m nd 

com .. ssion for the eak, the poor the a ed and the sl ve. Judaism pr cl imed 

the law of tindnesr. and mercy in defense of the e ',c and the and i co poed , d 

the equality or all men in he~ ht of God. Pagan _ ali .ed t n or r. 

6.udaisa, the prince o pence. Th ancient world conce v 0 ., estln • 
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in terms of military conquest and expansion. 

"Nation shall not lift up sword against na 

,,. I 

Judatsrn proclaimed hg id al of 

on, nor l earn r any more." B c u. e 

the Maccabees triumphed, these ideals .ere reserved and the) ecame he reciou~ 

legacy through Judaism and Chri tianitJ to mankind. 

A revived paganism is a ain threatening these clsssic tr .a·tions of 

both Judaism and Chr"stianity in the modern .orld . A new iaccahe n strug le 

is on . The outcome, to those who mow h"story, can not e in dou t. 
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k .... l ho .:s n tb 0 t?U n ·t C d th, t a_.an .:.n , '-..u 
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all t. J s of ?e C!i . re to b llt to r.ea t 1 r· s select~d by 
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asked. ''Who is in the Co1.1rt?" And it chanced that .Haman was in the 

Court. He asked, ''What shall be done to the man who does honor to 

the King?" Haman thought that he, himself,_was to be honored. It 

chanced that it wa:i not Haman who was to be honored but Mordecai. Chance! 

In fact the day upon which all the Jews of Persia were to be put to death 

was selected by chance. Purim~actually means the casting of lots. T~e 
> 

whole fate of the Jews of Persia depended on chance, upon a strange 

conjuction of uncontrolled events. 

If Esther had not found favor in the eyes of the King--because 

it was under pain of death to approach the King--if the King had not 

chanced to look and see Esther,and if she had not chanced to find 

favor in his eyes--No Purim--Nothing! 

" Chance! And how much in this Megillah , in this story of Esther 

there is of contrariness, of topsy-turviness. Haman, anti-Semite, 

of the Jews, comes to the King, asks him to destroy the Jews 
I 

and bribes him with an offer of ten thousand talents of silver. In 

our history, it is usually the reverse! It was the Jews who came to 

the king to try to bribe him to allow them to live. How often did the 

Jews have to buy protection from the king, from the state , from a 

tyrant for the sheer privilege of living. 

There are many strange revetsals of roles. Haman is supposed 

to be led through the streets of Shushan bedecked in royal robes. 

Instead, it is Mordecai who is led through the streets bedecked in 

royal garments . Haman 

l 
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Rabbis. 

of t oraecal. 

It is of the r enius of ... u1.- c,ce in un hou:.· of r .. ed,; 

to ?reduce a ~-ordecai blld o.n E~th€.'r. That it. , h:i, 11 5 ~, • • i ii 7 

\.,r; ~ r , eciffionishe:d to r end t Le :iegillt1h on PU!'it'! been use there 

is in it, the distilled wisdom of ex?er!.ence. Jewish life 

as :81 i @nei~ in the dia.e;;>ora i.& e:. ,.al.cH:?Piflt; eae, .'l. ·, .ttl'lde;r:iP.g 

,lrllle ir so full or mishaps, tune. Eow 

ofter t}1e fate of the J e\'tS in exile depended on the cccer.tric:. ties, 

and ca~riceF of sone t rant, :::c i:"'.et1 ='• ext .... nt.:.onict, r1L• .·a.mou::-, 

J e r, r. •11 long E o 1 .c V P beer, ~~"· t t red. ,..,r~" •p ,, ' ,.1·.- ; f !'"lo r e. 
a...,n_d.. 

T· _re. c1 ~ i2 11· 1 .:.n-'-,. 11:. t,pnce, ·• • •• , ~,-~··ti::> • 7r. n •e 

w ~ f) < Ti,r,.A -,q ~; 
r:oro !ca :.~ n,d ::f ti1 r~ fi i;a. ;_ne t 1-:1 1 t',,., 1ric ,1-i.--'- ro "'.. lr .. hl •· f ct -- ·s 5n 

I\ 

J ~ ·-L sh e .. ::,> ·li:> 1.; e • ..;...,t'.l.Rrt 1)11Y' c,:, ,-:, ; ng • .J f',ri;2,_~ 1al'!e.,Rt, LJ.,,-, le!.!/'\nJ .'~, 

Q ;l E)"J) :11 ~, ;, wan~er ~ne ,eople , ','W '- lv:u~ t~ hl t 0 

I V'. 
c .. mnte:- 'Jif' e t -:> ,t.;·~~~1l·~!JJ~1:3'1~<cl::; 1:1c )n trollntl-" in i. t s ex.,e r nee 

thoo e .t">O I ~rf . .u. ar: ents wh· ch x , e, re r' P.f.i.n~ tel: Yi:. thin i tr, control -

faith, confidence , truth, courage, ar:d :Lr. e.ll memeat • . of exieee, 

;_f 
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always an Esther. 

-it 1.·s of r'n~ g-=-1''.1.us _ c - --r r--- ~- a- '--··- ... r: ~- ........... ..-1 •• .. " ... '- ..... l U.1. vu Q\,..C .l.U u UV~L V.L ..... ~b"- .... .1 ...... 

I 
produce a Mordecai and an Esther. That is why we are admonished to 

read the Megillah on Purim because there is in it, the distilled 

wisdom of experience. Jewish life in the diaspora is so full of 
I 

mishaps, accidents, misfortune. How often the fate of the Jews in 

exile depended on the eccentricities . and caprices of some tyrant, 

schemer, extortionist, paramour, fanatic, or apostate. How often 

have world events over which the Jews have no control--plague , war 

and economic depression--how often have these accidents of fate 

broke~ myriads of people upon the wheels of torture . 

If this was all that we had in our experience, it woyld have 

; J 

been a nightmare . The morale of the Jews would long ago have been 

shat~ered . There was always more. There was intelligence and courage. 

I 
There were Mordecais and Esthers who stood fast a gainst all the 

uncontrollable factors in Jewish experience . Our people, a wandering 

people, was always able to counterpoise to the uncontrollable in its 

experience those powerful agents which were definitely within its 

control--faith, confidence, truth, courage , and 

• 

• 
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.. , 
rare spirits like Mordecai and Esther. 

"Chance and change lay not their hands upon truth." That is 

the recondite theme cf the Story and so we can rejoice. As long as 

we can count in our midst a number of men and women of the breed 

of Mordecai and Esther who never lose faith, who are ready to face 
~ •. 

death for the sake of their people, so long will night turn for us 

always into day, darkness into light, sorrow into joy. ''To the Jews 

there will always be a full measure of joy, happiness , rejoicing. 

pride and happiness ·." 

• 

. . 




