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TAKING STOCK OF 1938 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, January 1, 1959 



As the bells toll the hour of the departing of the old year and the 

birth of the new year, many a heart ferventl~ prays to ring out the old 

one and ring in the new. The old y ;ar was a sad )ear, a ye~r full of 

disasters, unhappiness. 

For our people Isr&el the year 1958 was a year of calamity in man 

parts of the world. The last savage measures taken against that splendid 

Jewish community in Germany we e measures of fire, terror and barb ric 

cruelty. The easy going victories the diet tors scored during the year 

seemingly unleashed all the ruthlessness and all the brutality that 

government was capable of. Not alone German Jewry which had already 

been decimated and tortured b more than five years of persecution, 

but Austrian Jewry as well. More than one quarter of a million men, 

women and children were suddenly swept into the Hell of misery by the 

annexation of ustria in March, 1958. 

Three major disasters ere recorded for German Jewry - one to which 

I have just referred, the annexation of Austria, in March. In October 

came the deport tion of thousands upon thousands of Jews from Germany, 

and in November, the pogrom. The German Nazis already had five years 

of practice in officit.l gangsterism and they were all set for a sudden 

and swift shat ering of Austrian Jewry. And the world saw concentrated 

fury and madness and tragedy exercising itself upon a helpless minority 

group the sight such as the world has not seen in centuries, a sort of 

barbarism which mankind has been associating ith the dis ant past, with 

Attilah the Hun, Ghengis Khan of the seventh centuries. That was in 

March. In Octa er, nearly fifteen thousand Polish Jews were suddenly 

torn from their homes and loaded upon cars and driven across the border 

and left in no man's land, ithout shelter, without food, like so many 
beasts dri'9'l out. And then, in November, following the assassination 
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of the German attache in Paris came the pogrom in Germany. Thou~ands 

upon thousands of Jewish shops were demolished and more than two hundred 

s nagogues were burned in Germany so that toda not a single· S)nagogue 

is left in Germany uncharred by flame. More than fifty thousand people 

were sent to the concentration camps and they extorted some four 

million dollars. A series of final edicts were put into effect. It is 

practically now impossible for a single Jew in Germany to make a living. 

The Jews are beingforced into exile as stripped, penniless paupers. 

Thus in six years culminating in 1958 through a process of 

refined cruelty and bigotism, the Nazi government is finally completing 

the liquidation of that thousand year old Jewish community. These evil 

degrees will take their place in history along with the gezeroth of 194. 

The virus spread from Germany in 1958 to the neighboring countries, 

as the prestige and power of the Nazis incr ased. Italy which came 

more and more to depend on the Rome-Berlin axis came more and more 

under the influence of Nazi ideology. Italy had no been anti-Semitic. 

Mussolini was not anti-Semitic. In 1927 he declared th .t anti-Semitism 

and Fascism were incompatible. "Fascism means unit)'; anti-Semitism, 

destruction and discord. We in Italy find it utterl~ ridiculous when we 

hear how the anti-Semites in Gennany seek to flourish in the midst of 

Fascism. Anti-Semitism is a product of barbarism." He re-iterated 

these statements over and over again up to a year or two ago, so much 

so that people came to elieve that a Fascist state could actually 

remain non-Anti-semitic. 

But Berlin wants anti-Semitism extended throughout the world because 

it is an essential item in its politica1career and creed and because 

it is the most powerful weapon in its hands to undermine non-Nazi 

governments. Hitler wanted Italy to share its racial policy and by 
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so doing justify sti 1 further the position which the Nazis took. So, 

early in 1957, books and articles begin to appear in Italy of distinct 

anti-Jewish bias. And as the pressure of the axis increased upon 

Italy, the volume increased. Towards the end of May, 1958, a delegation 

of German experts on race paid an official visit to Rome and in July 

of 1958 there appeared over the signature of Italian professors a 

manifesto on the race question in which Italy put itself officially on 
an 

the same ground as Nazi Germany. It proclaimed itself/Aryan country 

which looked upon the non-Aryan element in it as distinctly harmful. 

The march upon the Jew was on in Italy. Since then, step by step, as 

in Germany, measures rejecting citizens, restricting economic opportunities, 

expelling all foreign-born Jews penniless across the border,are now 

proceeding to become a part of the law. 

So the virus spread into Hungary, too. In ay, 1958, Hungary passed 

a law which restricted the number of Jewish people in the professional 

and industrial field and deprived thousands of them of their means of 

a livelihood. Since Munich - very recently there has been proposed in 

Parliament in Hungary a bill still further to restrict Jewish activity 

in Germany - the right to vote or hold office,to be barred ~rom the press, 

theatre and finally to denationalize all Jews who obtained citizenship 

in Hungary since 1914. 

So the virus spread to Czechoslov kia, a dismembered, broken 

nat on which was finally compelled to yeild to Nazi pressure. Here 

in Czechoslovakia, anti Semitism was practically non-existant. But 

within the last few months, anti-Semitism has spread rapidly. All 

Jewish teachers and professo~s in German institutions were dismissed 

and it is proposed to extend that to other branches of public service. 
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There is talk of numerus clausus in professions and the restricti on of 

Jewish students in the schools - the land of Masaryk and Benes which 

modelled itself after the United 't ates of America and was helped to come 

into existence by our country. 

And so the virus spread to Poland where th:ree million Jews lived. 

The anti-Semitism of Poland in the last few months is just a little 

less virulent than it was up to that time. It is finding itself receding 

a little from close alliance with Germany. Poland has become to fear 

the spread of German imperialism. It is clear that the next step 

will be the Ukraine and that part of that German plan is to make a 

short cut to the Ukraine by cutting a large slice of Poland where 

a l arge number of Ukrainians live. As a result of this official anti

Semitism has somewhat lessened. But popular anti-:>emitism is still 

going on. Thee are student riots in the universit ies which are 

determined to keep Jews out. There is agit tion in the Polish press. 

They are appealing to the nations of the earth to make possible the 

mass emigrati on of large number of Jews from Poland. 

So the virus spread to Rumania. You had the horrible spectacle 

of an anti-~emitic government under Goga set in motion over night to 

destroy the whole Jewish population. So drastic were the measures and 

so terrific that economic situation.a seemed to grow worse over night. 

The governm nt became afraid. Goga was dismissed. Since then, King 

Carol established himself as dictator of Rumania. King Carol has 

been flirting ith the idea of anti-Semitism. It is projected with 

it serves the political purpose of the dictator. Anti-Semitism depends 

upon the him and ill of the dictator and the swiftly changing position 

in Central riJl and~ stem Europe. 
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And so, my friends, the sorlj catalog of 1958 can be continued. 

nd there is no end in sight. But it seems likelJ th, t wave upon ave 

of misfortune on the Jewish communities in Cent ral and Eastern Europe 

will break, waves agita ted at the storm center in Berlin. But after 

all, the Jewish situation is only a part of the picture. 

ha t was the ear 1958 for the whole of mankind? Was it a year 

of progress or barbaris~, a year of pro' ress or a Je · r of definite recession 

in what we call civilization? 

The word Munich symbolizes that series of events which t ranspired 

in 1958 which changed the map of !!.urope, which chang ed the system of 

alliances, which made Germany the most powerful country on the continent, 
a 

which reduced France to7state of vassalage, which weakened democrac· , 

which forced half a dozen countries in the Western orld to turn Right 

and find their place in the German constel lation. Munich was the symbol 

of all that happened in 1958. In March it was the annexation of Austria. 

In 8eptember,Sudetenland. Ten million people hailErl it without the s riking 

of a blow, without the firing of a shot. 

The democracies, because of their mutual r·valries, because of their 

lack of vision, .ermitted this Nazi Golem to become huge and monstrous 

and powerful so that when they were finally confronted with this Golem, 

they yielded to him, not to violence, but to the mere threat of violence. 

The democraci s sought to cover up this defeat under the guise of peace. 

They averted war, hey said. But there would have been no threat of war 

if these democracies had lived up to their pledged world, to the system 

of collec · ive security which followed the orld War, upon which the 

whole peace structure of the world rested. 

They discovered a euphonious term for this policy. They discovered 
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a fine-sounding word called peace. The idea is to preserve pe~ce by 

satisfying the possible aggressor. But the aggressor is seemingly 

not satisfied and cannot be satisfied. They are not interested in 

appeasement but in conquest. The whole philosophy back of Fascism, 

back of Nazism is that of outreaching and conquest. First it was 
et 

Austria and Su<;t'enland. Now it is Memel, Danzig, the Ukraine. In 

Italy it was Ethiopia. Now it is Corsica, Tunisia. Everything seems 

to be pointing to a more serious crisis in the Spring of 1959. Men 

are now talking of war again. The failure of the policy of appeasement 

of Great Britain is evidenced in the mad race for re-armament, for 

frantic planning of every country around the necessity of preparedness 

for war. The spending for armament have increased appallingly. In 

1955 that government spent four thousand million dollars. In 1938, 

seventeen thousand millions of dollars. Thee seems to be no end 

to these mounting expenditures for instruments of destruction. 

Our own country is being engulfed in this mad race for re-armament. 

1958 has shown again what inadequate political leadership the world is 

suffering from today. The e is a lack of great leaders. That is 

disastrous for nations. Recently I came upon this thought-provoking 

editorial in the Chicago Daily News. 

Leadership": 

It is called "Mr. Chamberlain's 

"It is evident that Mr. Chamberlain thinks of himself as a great 
leader. In the conduct of britain's foreign rel tions, he does not 
need the advice of Parliament. He does not seek the advice of foreign
office experts. He, and he alone, makes the decisions. 

"Leadership is m indeed a fine thing - if it is good leadership. 
When Mr. Chamberlain took office, he annollllced his intention of having 
peace with the dictators at any price. Germany promptlj seized Austria. 
He repeated that either he would succeed in having peace or he would 
eat his hat. Italy at once redoubled its efforts to impose fascism on 
Spain by force of arms. He then proclaimed that, of course, concessions 

. 
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would have to be made to the dictators. Germany answered by threatening 
Czecho-Slovakia. Mr. Chamberlain, fe ring that Hitler would begin to 
shoot before he had time to arrange a surrender, seized his umbrella 
and rushed first to Berchtesdaden and then to Godesberg. But, after 
listening to a lonf Hitlerian harangue, he told the Czechs to mobilize. 
France and Britain also mobilized. Here was courage, indeed? But then 
came Munich. Mussolini was in a panic, and even Hitler would probably 
have given in, but Chamberlain dashed tollunieh and made sure to give in 
first. Hitler thereupon destroyed Czecho...Slovakia, whose "new frontiers" 
Chamberlain had just solemnly promised to guarantee? 

"Chamberlain's passion for surrender now became almost frantic. He 
had said his pact with Italy should never take effect until there was 
a settlement in Spain. Thee was not settlement in Spain, but he decided 
to put the pact into effect anyway. It would be more "appeasement." 
Italy, reassured, instantly began to agitate for Nice, Corsica, Tunisia 
and a lot of other things, while Hitler, who had promised Chamberlain 
that the Sudeten would be his last erritorial demand in Europe, pushed 
ahead with ~lans to grab Yemel, ~anzig, and later, the Ukraine. Chamberlain 
chose this n>ment to announce that, if Italy attacked France, Britain was 
not bound to go to France's aid. And when the Italians whooped with joy 
over this statement he warned Ital~ that he re,ally meant just the 
opposite. As guarantor of the status of Memel, meantime, he uttered 
a grave "tut, tutt" to Germany. Hitler's press, in reply, insulted 
him, and Hitler's agents boycotted his dinner and speech of last 
Monday evening. 

"That is where we are now. 
take next, no one knows save Mr. 
is lea~ership, all right, but if 
leade ship we cannot recall it." 

What steps the great British leader will 
Chamberlain, if, indeed, he knows. This 
there was ever a more futile or ft1Dbling 

My own feeling in the matter is that there will be little change 

in the situation in Europe until thee is a chan e in the government 

of Great Britain, until this Toij, government is either over-thrown or a 

new set of people take hold of it. As long as the present government 

remains, the dictators have the upper hand in Europe and will continue 

throughout 1959 to make more demands and to get more concessions. 

1958 saw barbarism extend to the Far East. Its planned invasion 

of ~hina was crowned with success. 

1958 saw also bloody civil war in Spain. The Spanish Govemment 

was betrayed by erstwhile friends but is continuing a valiant defense. 

The last life and death struggle in Spa.in is now on. One cannot predict 
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which side will emerge victorious but this fact has already been established 

and we l earn fran it a measure of com.fort - that when confronted in battle, 

Fascism scores no easy triumphs. There was no Munich in Spain. Rather 

there was a Barcelona and a Madrid against whose iron back Fascists 

break their teeth. Fascism can be def eated. It is the weakness and the 

division of purpose in the ranks of democracy that have given one 

victory after another to the Fascist gov.~rnments. 

One significant and hopeful act in 1958 was the Conference 

recently adjourned in Lima, South America at which conference twenty

one nations of the estern Hemisphere united against the menace 

confronting the countries of %1111 this hemisphere and resolved to defend 

the freedom, the imependence and ways of life against the penetration 

of hostile forces from abriad. The now well-known declaration which 

was adopted by the twenty-one governments un er the inspiration of the 

United States Government announced to the world that these nations 

were ready to defend republican institutions, proclaimed their will 

for peace and adherence to the purpose of international law, a profound 
religious 

sentiment for humanity and tolerance, liberty without/racial prejudices, 
principles and 

that on the basis of thee/sentiments they were ready to defend the 

people of the continent, that they would collaborate to defend and 

safeguard these principles again: t all foreign activities. 

It is tremendoulsy important that any twenty-one nations would unite 

on any known principle in the kind of the world tha t we have today. 

It is encouraging to know that the Western Hemisphere is guarding itself 

against conflict going on in the estem World. It is encouraging that 

the leadership bas come from our own country. It has so far been the 

only governm nt that bas bad the vision to accept the Nazi challenge 

to democracy, that is ready to conteract the futile and cunning machinations 

of that government, that refuses to be hocxlwinked b~ Nazi propaganda. 
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It is heartening to know that this, our government, has been most forceful 

in its denunciations of the barbarism of that government. The English 

government has been silent. The French government has been silent. All 

governments in..Europe have been silent in the face of ap alling shametul 

acts. 

Not the American government. The American overnment has spoken 

up. It called back its ambassador from Berlin. The American government 

has arranged international action to help the helpless victims of that 

terror, to take care of hundreds of refugees. Thank-God for this torch 

in the night. Maybe that light will ki.rrlle other torches in the coming 

year. 

So, my friends, as we lo k over the~8, we, too, will offer the 

prayer, "ring in the new, ring out the oldt" Our prayer in the coming 
democratic 

year is that the few remaining/countries in the world will unite to 

stop the Golem of Europe. 

How shall we face 1959 - you and I, my friends? Face it with courage, 

faith, with resolve to defend the great ideals whth are now even more 

precbus because they are so greatly endangered, because we realize 

how vitally necessary they are. We must learn to work for them, 

sacrifice for them. e must not become a panicky. I will remind you 

again, that for four long years during the World War, the German government 

scored one triumph after another, smashed one front after another. For 

four long years on the battlefield, it appeared as thoughs that government 

could never be defeated. One line held on the Western front. Because 

that one line held, Germany was finally defe · ted in the World War. 

In this war being waged today not on the battlefield, but in 

chancellries, on the political field, on the spiritual field, a war 
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equally bound up V'i t h f ate and destiny for mankind - in this war 

democracy seems to be suffering one defeat after another. The Nazi 

govemment seems to be breaking one front after another. If one line 

will hold out with determination, that government will be destroyed. 

Perhaps that line is our line here. Let us not underestimate the 

good-will which is in the world, the aroused conscience of the world, 

the awakening sense of determination to resist. Let us Jews not feel 

that we are alone in the world fighting what seems to be a hopeless 

battle. Not at all. The host of freedom-loving, truth-loving folk 

throughout the world is being augmented day by day, month by month. 

More and more voices are being heard throughout the world demanding 

that this fiend shall cease, that this beast shall be destroyed, 

that mankind shall be permitted to r eturn to peaceful, orderly ways 

of living ... 

Ring out the old, ring in the new. Let that be our prayer for 

the new year. 
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God." ' It should be. certainly. But it is also 
somcthmr:! more. It is a matter of public 
interc:.,l. 

Regularly. ::!YP artist!- from Chicago 
bookie jomls arc arrested and brought into 
.Judge Borrclli's court, along with the gam
hlin~ paraphernalia seized by the police as 
evidence. Re~u]arly. the defense moves to 
suppress the evidence. As rcgularlv, the 
judge grants the moticm and the crooks 
arc free. 

sure to give in first. Hitler thereupon de- cc1::,e you don't rcn:e:1:ber, Ram's 
stroycd Czecho-Slovakia, whose "new fron- Horn \\:as a. proh1b1t10n weekly 
• ,, · h d · , printed m lurid color·. The name 

tiers Chamberlain a Just solcmnl) prom- cnmc from the ram·s horns that 
iscd to guarantee! Joshu:i':-. arm • used to tool down 

Chamberlain's pas~ion for surrender now the w;1lls of ,Tei icho. 

became almost frantic. He had said his pact "' ( • 
I !-UPPO'-<' that ·:i ta min~ ha\"c 

with Italy should ne\'cr take effect until omcthmg to 00 with the 1mmC'nsc 
tl•ere was a settlement in Spain. There was popularit • of canned fruit juices. . 
nu settlement in Spain, but he decided to put And 1)0':dbly the Amcnc.in peop~e l1f 

d b arc gettin~ too lazy to use their of 
the pacl into effect any\l.:ay. It woul c teeth. now that . 
more '·appeasement.'' Italy, rcas-ul'ed, in- Formerly their leg~ havr. rut 
stantly began to agitate for Nice, Corsica, a Disguise, become vcsti.gihalt sel 

• • f th h' h'l H ' t N D • k or~ans or mg an Tunisia and a lot o o er t mgs, w 1 e 1 - ow a rin ,.1 b and textile 
ler. who had promised Chamberlain that the ads, as the case m~~ be. But there 
Sudcten would be his last territorial demand isn't a doubt th.it the vllc taste of 
in Europe pu I 1 .c1d with plans to "rab mo t \'olstead liquor .1nd that pop 

,.i 1 • Uk. , skull needled beer started our na-
1 t D nz1g, an . ·:\ er, ihe I amc. tion on the path of tin. 

oL H; r l Chamberlain chose this momcn to announce The search for a substitute fnr thr. 
lc..u~, wall "'hcc-t bet that, if Italy attacked France, Britain was cocktail alc:o helped to popul, 1 .zc 

It .r 

th 1 d • • nd <:aucrkraut 3u1ce 
• ll o er appurtenances pie <c up not bound to go to France·s aid. And ,,,.-hen tomato Juice a . • . : ·r 

I 1• • h db k t 'd the la•ter a Ch1ca~o im ent1on, ,, 
' po 1cc m an oo s a1 c no cv1 cncc the Italians whooped with joy over this - • · k 
th t b k • h • k t o . . h h I ;1m not m1sta en. 

a a 00 15 emg cp • 1 1at er, e statement he ,varncd Italy that he really well. the canners packed 24.000,-
contends that these paraphernalia are cvi- meant just the opposite. As guarantor of O cases of fruit juice last. y~ar and 
dencc only if the police officer has himself the status of Mcmcl meantime he uttered JG,000.000 cases ?f tomato 3u1cc. an~ 

, • b t h . . ' • . . lt•l"s don't i:!Ct mto that argumcn 
p .acea a c at t ~ time: or seen b_cts pl~ced. a grave "tut. tut!'' to Germany. Hitlers about whrth<'r the tomato is a fruit 

The .trouble with this theory 1s obvious. press, in reply, insulted him, and HHler·s or a vegc'able. Both the courts :tnd 
The police have been in all the handbooks agents boycotted his dinner and speech of the botanists have. pa~scd upo1~1:~:: 
so often that thev arc by now prett , well 1 t l\ir d , . , ,. I momentous question, bu~ .1 Of 

• . . as non a:, r\enin..,. rnulrl rcmL'mber the dec1s1on. 
known. .As s:onn as an officer steps rn th Th • \' l :,• ,., ,.. r • , Juices. citlll Jt1icc ;ic-
bettmg stops. I ul1 h , l , 1 1. 1 , 1 hc1lf thl' mll'k ~nci th ~: 
lec1,c .. H k o . :: . '--1ia1hocrla1n, if. indecd,/~L~".1·tcrs o! that haH was ;;rapdruit 
I r" • n •·• a e been he kno\',.'S. This 1s lcader~h1 , all l'i~ht. but Juice. 
cttmg and will continue He knows if there was cvcr a more futile or fumbling The- me cnt * • !!•tapefruit Juice 

all this, and deduce~, naturally, that a hand- leadership, we cannot recall it. delu"e i in par a result of the 
book is being kept, and makes arrests, Laking =:..==== ==== Florida be-om of the •~Gs and the 

mai: m1"rations from Iowa to 
along the shec s and books as evidence. But WILLIAM J. CHALMERS. California. althou~h Tc:-.:as is a 
the judge says these arc not evidence, unless ,\\ ollcn tributary. 

The death of William J. Chalmers de- W 
bettini is also observed. orhing to r :-cc no possible 

Privcs Chica~o of one of its most d1·st1·n- Hold levee• 1 11 the 1·nun That is a ruling the effect of which is ~ .. u 111 -
~uished and mo~t public-spirited citizens. Is Frantic nation as n e w 

not to carry out the intention of the law, but He was one of the last survivors of that far- ,,.roves come to 
tn frustrate that intention. The Illinois law maturity. although the frantic pub-
d shall be punished SC'Cin~ group of industrialists ard merchants licity of l\Tr. W:-illnt'l''s young men 

t· . 11 who. in the pC'riod follow:n g the; Civil War. about citrus rn.irketing agreement:; 

01 dm« 
01 r c: ~l \ c, 1 ~. 01 of selling 
pools ... or ''who record:;; or re~isters bets or 
l\"a!!crs or se11s pool~... Then whv arc not 
the hard sheets. ,vall sheets and bet rcdsters 
r.,·1dcncc that a book is being kept-cspecial
t· when it is common knowledge that a book 
13 being kept. and the place is known. and 
the pohce ~o there bcca use it i known~ 

In :support of his theory Judc:c Borrelli 
d cs a decision of the Appellate Court (City 
ot Chicar:?o vs. Osborn. 185 II 1. App. 93) . 
I ~ was a memorandum decision hand\.,d 
down in l014. We know of no law\·crs who 
tl: ink that the case wa!: c,·cr int~ndcd to 
have the importance which Judcc Borrelli 

1vcs it. for the memorandum reads merely 
a. follow~: 

"On prosecution of a person for book
makin~ m violation of the ~Iunicipal Code 
ot Chicago. a verdict of guilty. held not sus
tt!ined by thC' evidence. there bemg no evi
dence that anyone made a bet with defendant 
0 1 tha a bet was made at the place named 
i. he complaint.• 

. We note. m passing. ti a he ca~C' m quc -
t1on came under the !\lt.ni 1pal Code, where
a hose brought daily before Judge Bor
relli come under he more inclush·e Illjnois 
statutes. We note alrn that the memorandum 
c::ays merely there wac: no c,·idcmce "that a 
bet was made at the place named." But 
would not hard sheets, wall sheet~. scra tch 
~hcets and bet regLtcrs be evidence that "a 
bet was made,'' whether the pol ice actuallv 
s:nv the bet made or not? ~ 

Abo\'e the Appellate Court is the Su
p reme Court of Illinois. In People ,·s. Semm
ler. 345 111. 272, he Supreme Court said: 

"The • o-callcd t arm~ heet m evidence 
ontam c1 .1... of race and 'he name~ 

of he horse ... and a lar 0 e number of 
v. rmcn notauons. . . . It 1 ~fhc1ent to sa\ 
that •he· show w1thou quc. uon ha n v. a:; 
a book or dc,·icc kept m v. hich were re
corded be made on hors:c partic1patin in 
racing.' 

Fur hcrmore. the ..._ upI cmc Court of Illi-
11O1 • in Stc,·cns ·s. People. 67 111. 58i. held 
that furnishings peculiar to gamblinc: houses 
i,1e C\"ldenc~ that a_ gambling house is bein~ 
l·ep . And n Robb•nc: , •. People. D5 Ill. 1 ij 
it held ha C\'idcnce of gambling mav b~ 
denvcd ,·en "'from inference. ' 

C 1h0 ndust·1,.tl capital of the .ind purdrn-=0-= b • 'l" su11 lu l'on - 11 
U ~l t 

le A mc-ri,- , ~ u o) cd 

.\s a young man, en"ar, u n • he- m::rnu
facture of machinery. Mr. Chalmers recog
nized the opportunities that the Black Hilb 

11 

-r p I at \ c and commis-
1011 n e a, e ,1l ways kno,\ 11 how s 

to get .. urplu e "' off the markr.t 
nnd hm, to JH'e\ cnt th~ shipment 

gold strike afforded lo tho~e who had the of c-ull<::, 
vision and initiative to seize upon those op- . After all. Henry \\'allacc didn't 

. . . . . tn\'e t thosr. thmgs. T recall acute 
portumt1cs. San F ranc1sco at tlrnt lime had childhood an~u1sh when a fruit I 
a '\'irtual monopoly on the manufacture of company dumped a trainload of 
mining machinery. But Chalmers knew that banana~ _in the rn·cr from the rail-

. h" I d road bnd 0 e down home. Bcinn 
Chicago h~d gco.arap ica a \"a~tagcs over about 5 years of a~c and an cco: 
San Francisco. He knew that his company nomic 1llitcratc. I thou:::ht ealin~ 
could build the machinery. and that he could was wh,,t bananas were for. 

"TH£ BATH." sell it. He borrowed hca,·Hy on his own 
credit. expanded his plant. and within a few 

f . . . . ?rnm thr 1':r-w Orlean" ·1 rtbunr I 
years became a world I'.!Ure 10 the mmrn!:'. 'Bathhouse .John" Cou:!hlm who 
machinery field. In the rapid de,·elopmcn t ha ju , died in Chicago after' serv
o! the Wc,t, the machinery of Fraser & in~ -16 years in its City Council. wa~ 
Chalmers plavcd an important part. It al-=o a f~~urc who dated hi~ rise from _the 

. • . , • lu ,Jest days of American :::ambling. 
played an 1mportan part in ,he development was ,·astly indebted to suckers and 
of this country's world trade. The Amcri- turned out to be one himself in his 
can mining enninecr of hat period was tops l,ltcr years. _when he maintained a 
. . ~. •a . table of Jos•n~ horses. 1 

m his profession. He v. 5 Jn demand It was sucker philo:::ophy and lit-
tiiroughout the wol'ld. and wherever he lie else that kept Coughlin in office 
went .\mcrican mining machinery foliowed . 4? year . Hts constituents laughed at 

. a his g:.iudy clothes. the limping dog-
The machinery salesmen - man~ whom gcrel he composed and nc\'er called 
Chalmers was without pccr-Pa\"ed the way him by anv title of dignity. He was 
for salesmen of other American products. ''Old Jawn." or "Bathhouc:c.'" or, i 

A contemporarv of l\1ar~hall .Field A "The Bath." But_ he kept a hand in 
• • • his pocket to sattsfv the demands of 

Mont~omery WaI d. John farwc}J. and the everybody who h'ad a hard luck 
founders of Chicano':i ~reat packing. lumber s tory. His political slo_gan. year in 

and "rain concerns. Mr. Chalmers was a an~ out,. wa~ the motto of ca~y-
. . . . gom 0

, wide-open tolerancc--"L1vc 
consp1cuou~ f1~ure ma .~rcat co~merc1al era. and let hvc.'' He was Tamma,w 
His philanthropies were extcimve. in terms boilcrl down and shipped in one 
ot dollars, but he ga\"e e\'en more gener- chunk to the shores of Lake .:\licl11-

h. . gan. 
ously of his energy and 1s genius to the 
furtherin° of civic causes. Though he re- AFRICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
tired from busine s vears ago. he continued TH£ UPLIFT OF GERMANS? 

to lend his counscJ and his support to many 
I- rom ht' New York Po• 

c:\"ic projec s. His ,•oice was e\"er on the At the first meeting m Vienna 
side- of sanit\" and rc::ison. lt \\'Ill be missed . .»f the GC"rman .Nauonal Colonial 

• -===- - -=::::: League \\'1lhnlm Ruphaupt, 1b 
In asking !or 103 add1t1onal crnPloyecs nc ,._ Coundc1 denounced the star\'a tion 

ly elected heads of Cook Coun,Y fee office m- wage bcmg paid th" un killed 
ad,·ertcntlv dic:closc wltv those ~Po:Js ir.shtu- ~iac:k lnbor m the .\fncan colonic 
lions mu t. co1;c under c·1v1l scn·1c tegula ion ., 2e0 aid kthc advcragc pay "a onl,, 

- m, 1 a av . . • I In Germany the a,cral-!e \\a"e of 
ne,·ol,m~ agam t a movcmcn bl O Proh1b1t un killed !abo1 1s -1 ma1 ks a .,da,· 

kisSin'.:: under the m1stleteic in pu ic dnnkmg Ice: taxes. which brmg It down to ·a 
place,, L~11don barmaids pomtcdly ask whc1t net_ o[ only 2.n2 marks a day. Thus , a ltd 
m1stlctoc \S there for. white worker m Germany cm 11 stick b 

- . onl\' 72 mark. or k'-S tha11 th1ee-1 • 
In planninn the erection of R n9•10na1 shrine ciu, rtcr of a mni k, a day more thon . , 

lo him cit by hi admirer . :\Ir. R00~eveJt fur- bl. ck wo1 ke1 s in Africa .. nd bl ck r, o,\ 
nLhes a practic. J hint to Father Divine on the •• orkcr don·t h ,·c to buy O\ c1 - ,erm:my, 
Hud on·s other bank coat pomt m it 

S nee the . \1 de, oun c the ]O\\ 

ThH?\ec: m Lo 
\\'c .uggc. t that Judge Borrelli. after he \\ PA sho, clc:. but 

has con,ultcd !us God and ht con cience. them at ' h" time. 
should aJ-.o on e more con ult the law On 

.\ngclc stoic a t UckJo d of \\ e be 11 1 , ci bl, ck m .\£1 ,ca. 
110 workcis \\"ere lcanm on the 0111' decent th ng for bl c:k Af

rican wo1 ',er to do 1 to 01 g 111ze: 
a I 0 u of thmr O\\ n-and de-

\ hat grounos docs he apply a decision ~ndcr I ·r Ilalv manifc l 
um. 

desire to unc in on r.ouncc the Jo,\ \\ ages being paid l3tllmg n 
ii c:lt on their poe_,r ,•·hit brothers m Ge -1 t!H Die co1 

many. funds:• Lel 




