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Or,/ 

Many factors have tended to make re_igion of secondary im ortance in thi,:) 

life of our people. 

Religion, e:;enerally, has been pushed into a s bordina te ".X>~ -!_ tion in the 

Western World. Science ha.s steadily divested it of many of its franchises. The 

satisfactions •rhich men e:xperienced in th!?. increase of po•::er, \teal th ,'3nd material 

well-being, yiel~ed b~ science, placed the latter upon the per.estal which ~as 

formerly occupied by religion1 \7hose gifts Tiere no01 leps pri7ed n1 so• o-bt af~er. 

which . .v;e.re .nade by ml igion in 
bcience successfully refuted many pronounce::;cnt~ /. _its· sa ~rcd ~e~.ts - ~ 

cast s~spi~ton upnn IIIUch4 ~ts~ 111_religion. 
concerning the universe, nature and man. This ~ - .. · - • · ~- 7 ~ ~ -

The sey..1.ration of church and state, the gro~ th i:xi'~~ in civil cuthori ty and 

the contraction of ecclesiastical authority, the secular .7ation o . education 

and, in the r8alm of S?eculative thought, the divorce of ?hilosophy from .theology -

all these we-e both cause and effect of the rliminishing im~ortance of religion 

in modern societJ•. 

Other forms of loyalty clrunored for SU?remacy, notion, coun ry, race, class. 
r,J 

Each or these derived it.. ..anctions and m,la tes from sources other tl-tan rel· gion, 

and proceeded to con~truct systems of thought v.ith little or no ref'E'rence to it. 

The Jewish pee. le left the ghettos or the Weetern \";orld t a time when 

these secular . o ·ements r:e~e unfolding. The orld from v.-hich the Je·.,s emerged 

was thoroughl pervnded by religion. It had been thus pervaded for centurie$. 

Every phase and activity of life was bound b: its discipline. evertheless, 

the Jews yielded to the new temper of the age as rer>.dily n.s any other people. 

In some cruntries they not onl:, caught up with the new secular mood of the i':estern 

World but out-distanced it •in doemntic ardor and intensity. 

There transpired anong the Jewri~s of Western and F.,astern Europe not 

only reform movements dasigned to revamp heir religiou. ideas nd practices, to 

.. .. 
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nmoderr·ize" them and to bring them into consonance v.i th th~ ne·.'J outlook of 

~urope, hut also strong centrifugal movements awa from Judaism altogether -

movements or flight, not towards other faiths so much - t11ese latter fli~hts :-,ere 

dictated, as a rule, by careerism and social escalade - but to~·ards religious 

negativism and indif:ference, expressed in non-affiliation with the eynagogue and 

in a renunciation of the entire religious regimen of Judaism. 

This flight from Jwnism was also motivated b~, strong political and 
' 

£conomic considerations. Throughout the 13th century, Jews struggled for 

emancipation. They re,·ched out after complete e :-; ua.Ji.ty. The)' believed t~t their 

distinctive religious beliefs and trad _tional ~a: of life segregated 

them and disadvantaged the:n among men. They furt1er believed that by surrendering 

them they would succeed in acquiring th~rights and privilege~ "hich other 

peoples possessed. This political and economic motif behind the flight complex 

was soon rationalized into a system of thought, conveniently neutr?.l and 

agnostic, which discounted religion generally and proclaimed th:; t the scientific 

progress or mankind had finally outstript religion and tha t wh ile religion may 

still have a certain usefulness for , the young, the poor nnd the unenlightened, 

cultured imd prosperous folk can ge._ along very well -;,ri thout it. All religious 

and racial dif:ferences -..·rnre certain to be merged vtJr_ soon in a comoon brotherhood 

or .men, dedicated to the ~1.itr,e!"l'lbed life of pure r eason. The mighty accents 

of the Americhn and French Revolutions and the other up-surging political 

struggles of the century reverberated through all this ,· hopeful r:nd v;ishful 

thinking. Thus Enlightenment and Eoancipation were the Pied-Piper whose music 

beguiled many Jews awa • froo their ancient loyalties and spirit al securities. 

The r:ealthy _and the well-placed Jew~ especially pampered themselves r.i th 

these comforting not!ons. The richer they became and the more :mportant 

positions the.1 occupied, the less need the:y had for religion. The upper classes 

." 1 ..• 
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which succeeded in r e~ching ,tf not the center. then a t l e~ ~t t ~e ~eri~,ery of 

the non-Jewish world, were most supercilious in t heir attitude to~~rds Judaism. 

''hen men are prosperous they find it easy to dispense wi th God - e c: ecially with 

a Jewish God • 

Fortunately not all Jews \,ere of the same nind. Many r e~used to excliange 

spiritual treasures for material advcntages. They saw neither the need nor the 

wisdom of it. They were of the opinion t~at if freedom and equality are to 

come to all men, they should coma also to the Jews as a matter of right, ns a 

restoration of th£J t \~·hich belons s to them and tQj all men as a natural endowmi=-nt, 

end not in paym nt for unwarranted sacrifices of reli ious convictions, a distinctive 

culture and an historic wa of life. They furthermore suspected that the new 

millennium might turn out to_ be quite as much of o mirage ns many others in the 

long past of !srael, hrnz:::::a-e.n and, on the basis of past cx?erienc es, the r~ored 

that shoulrl another r.uch reaction in heir poli ical an~ economic ortunes set 

in, Jews would find themselves spiritually shattered, homel ess and ·1tterly 
the 

bereft, unless they had/secured sanctu~ries of Jewish life and ~aith into whlch to 

~retreatfor refu6e and solace. ~an) oth r Jews, out of forc e of ~abit or 

because of the strong ~ppeal of ancient ties and ~eoories,rc~a ined constant. 

So that Judaism was not lost. 

Throughout the 19th and the es.rl 20th cen uries, =;. i de and om·nous 

cracks appeared in tr.e beautiful facade of Euro, an Lnli rhten~ . t and Emancipa tion. 

Startling eruptions of violeTi..t . .;nti-Semitf.sm occurred, at one ti~e or another, 

in nearly ever) country of -;estern Europe. Medievalism r aised its ugly head 

over and over again, either as a ~ag ·ar blood libel or a Ger:ianic literary pogroc 

or a Coelic •cause celebre' or an outright Slavic slaughter of Jews. The rains 

sadly disfigured the wull "daubed with whited plaster", and the fun ntions 

thereof were uncovered ...• 

, .. 
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Some Jev1S were quic~ to r ead these ·.n:. rning s i gns. The · r e t 1rned to th eir 

faith und their people ns if to a shelte r fro~ a eat~ering torm. 0 hers, ho ;ever, 

persisted in their hypno~is, discount :.:d th?' c: e evi ences of nn un erl ·i .ng menace 

and blithely proceeded on thsir 1a·. In the gener a tion before t he '11 orld r ar, 

Judaism in Tiestern Europe touched bottom, and it l angu:shed also a~ ong vast 
.. 

sections of Je~r y in t~e Unite~ Stntes. 

Then ca ra~ t he 1•or ld ~ar which unleashed e.11 t'"?e furi es. 't. ho can number 

the high hopes of mankind r:hich perished npon its b' .,le fi eld~? ;'•b a t Vias appa rentl:, 

won, was actually sun~ nnd lost in t heir bloody bogs - freedom, , ~ ~ AC, the 

self-determination of peoples, the rights of minoritie s and he vi ~ion of nn 

internn.tional oijdJr based won l n , justice and ;,·::'l ee. Out of t he n million 

graves of the needlessl y slain, there arose the dre d ghos ts of ha tred, of 

national and r acia l passions, of arrogan~e and vi ndictivene~s, of wide-spread 

v;ant o.nd bitter class struggle, and o~ a dre ..... d · a mpcd e towards force, violence 

and terror as life's sole t echni ue. Th .se ghosts a'"'e dancing to::fo_y their 

"danse macabr0" in the h a rts of t1en l!nd n .tions. Civili7. r1ti ?n is plun i.ng into 

d~rkness and chaos. paganism f 8r more crass end cruel t~an ha t o antiruity 

is engulfing the -:,hole 7'e t ern ~orld. 

For the J ei7ish .'> ~O;Jle, the ·, orld I ar and its . ftern:ith spelled Golgotha! 

A quarter of a century of ~ou..~ting disaste~s ~nd calamiti ~s c lmlna ting in the 

unprecedented horrors oP recent months: Grc~ t Je\';ish cor.im' nitie., r c"!-1 tn history, 

cul tu.re and achievement, amon g ~-hom the drJZ.am of a :"ree, -nligh cn ed anti tolerant 

hwnanity was most a dentl., cherished, hnve heen plun°ed tnto Hell. Gone for them 

are Enlightenment and Bmancipation. Cone are the dreams of hu~nn brotherhood 

and equality. Gone are the becKoning horizons of gre t careers ond gre'" t service. 

Gone s.re all shelter and a ll sec·Jrity. Cone ,...Q.. ren, the scant and tenuous 

securit~ of th ghetto! Into exile, broken, stripp~d an impov rtrhed, they 
must go, even as their foref thers efor them, ~ho kne. ne i ther Enlightenoent 
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nor Emancipation. From countries and homes where they had known dignity, honor, 

power and wealth, Jews, in their mounting legions, must no,1 wander forth, bewildered 

and disillusioned into a bewildered and disillusioned world. 

For the world, generally, stands today bewildered and disillusioned. The strong 

and sure foundations upon which it had builded its life have been rudely shaken. 

That high optimism which fed upon truly remarkable achieve~ents in every scientific 

field has vanished. Marvelous had been the vistas which opened up before the eyes of 

men in the preceding century. Men could dream then and men did dream, unabashed, of 

a glorious and minterrupted pro~ress for mankind, of an unending conquest of nature, 

and of building, in a iorld of abundance, a civilization free from all poverty, 

ignorance and war. "In the nineteenth century", wrote Victor Hugo", war will be 

dead, the scaffold will be dead, hatred will be dead, fron-tiers will be dead, royalty 

will be dead, dogmas wi 11 be dead, man• will begin to live! 11 But here we are in the -
twentieth century, and war is not dead, the scaffold is not dead, hatred is not dead, 

frontiers are not dead, royalty is not dead, dogmas are not dead, and man is beginning 

to die. The vista which stretches before our generation today ends at the edge of a 

wilderness. For twenty-five years now, men have lived in a world of mounting hate, 

intolerance, and bigotry, of revolutions, invasions, wars, of the rise and fall of 

empires, and amidst the slaughter of millions of their kind. Gre· t peoples have 

destroyed their liberties and enslaved themselves. Millions of men cower today 

in terrorized submissiveness. The wealth of nations is being drained in preparation for 

wars which will also drain the lives of their people. The mind of·man, trained and 

sharpened by generations of scientific education, is now applied to the perfection of 

the war technique. So that the discoveries which science records in our day in such 

great numbers no longer fill the hearts of men with pride or enthusiasm. They suspect 

that these things will not contribute either to their happiness or security, or to 

greater decency in the world. The human spirit stands today frightened, weighted 

down with apocalyptic foreboding, as if awaiting the crash of doom. 

The thoughtful among men have accordingly begun to search earnestly for some 

way of salvation - a road away from disaster. They are se~cing desperately 

hard to rediscover that vision which was somehow lost amidst the brilliant 

pageantry of scientific-achievement in the last century, to the hurt and sorrow 
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of the world. They understand now what the wise men of the earth have always known: 

that increased knowledge does not necessarily mean increased goodness or happiness, 

that facts are not in themselves blessings, that 1 truth can make us mad as well as 

free•, that the prolongation of human life is not t b3 same as the improvement of 

human life, that the acceleration of a process does not always insure a finer product 

and that change does not necessarily spell progress. They realize now that the fault . 
is not •1th science or education or d.Gmocracy, as such, but with the interpretation 

which men put on them, with the omnipotence and autonomy which they ascribed to them, 

and with their failure to understand that science, education and democracy are means 

and not ends in themselves. 

What bas been tragically missing in our civilization has been the com­

pelling and coordinating belief in the great huma.n goals which religion, and religion 

alone, has set for mankind, and towards the attainment of which science, education and 

democracy must contrilmte • if they are to fulfil their sole :f'u.nction. Mankind lost 
p.,n,.,-:. ~ 

sight of these goals. Therefore human peop 9-'-: today has no clear direction. Good 

material and good tools are not enoU&h for the builder. He must mve a plan. To build 

a noble and enduring society, it is not enough to have wealth and intellect. Mankind 

must be poasessed of the architectural plan,which the spiritual vision of nan designed, 

and it mu.at lave the will and loyalty to follow that plan .. ~t only the moral sen_ce of 

man can provide. Without faith in God, the reality of spiritual vision aa well as the 

sanctions of morality are quickly denied and rejected in the world. 

Mankind's way of s ~lvation is the way which leads back or forward to God. 

In the same wq. and even more earnestly, are thoughtful Jews reaching 

out todq for the reli, ~ous vision of Jewish life. For ours is a double measure of 

disilluaionment and a double measure of misfortune. More than any other people do we 

require today the everlasting arms of a great religious conviction to sustain us. 
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To t . oughtful :t ews it is becor:iing incr~ingly cle r there 

are no su ~ti tutes in Jewish li c for religion. Nether ph:lanthrop·• nor 

culture nor nationtl-:sm is ndequute for t!1e stress and c!1allenee of ou:?9 lives. 

All these interests can and must find their rightful place ·:;i thin the generous 

pattern of Judaism. But the pattern mu'·t be Judaism, t"he Jur1a • ~m of .he Torah, 

the s.,nagoeuc and the pra er book, the Judaism of the pri '.)st, the prophet, the 

saint, the mystic and the rabbi, the Jud"ism i:h°tch r pca:<s o~ God, a!ld the worshio 

or "°'od, and the cornmandmcnts of God and the t~uest of God. I/ l'.fost elo0uently did :.!o es 

Hayyim Luzzatto, in his "~'isilL~t Yes!"larim" - t!"lC!' Peth of, tte Uorir ht - define 

Judaism 1n terns to which ever- classic t 0 a.cher of Is.De~ .1 am sure~subscr1bed: 

" 1;·,•e thus see t .-,t the chief function of raan in th· s- ·.-. orld is to •,.eep 

the coomandments, to wo.rship God, and to "Tithstond trial. m.1e ?leiumres of 

this world should be onl.. the ID"'cJns of affording t ~ t, con 2nt¥1 ,nt r- n~ sereni t 

v:hich enables man to appl~· his r,1ind to the fulfil nt of the task before him. 

All of man's strivines should be directed ton1rd th- Cre: tor, .l es ed he He. 

man should have no other )urpose in ·.t;~atev !r he d e , be it g p t or s.,.,.ull, 

than to draw nigh to God and to 'bre~: k do\·m all separatine v::ills, !1 ' t ts, all 

things of a r.:~t erial n •• ture, between hims elf • nd his :!a ster, so t :i~t he ,r.ay be 

drawn to God ~s iron to a magnet. H. should pur ue eve~t~ing tr.4Ct eight 

prove helpful to s~ch r.earne~s, and avoid ever;, hing that iR liable to 

prevent it, as he wruld avoid fire. In :.ri e words of the Psalmist, •:.:y soul 

cleaveth to Thee; Tb~ r i eht hand upholdet~ ~e f,st' (?s. 3 .9). Since man 

ca.me into the .orld onl for the end of ach·oving nearness to God, he should 

prevent his soul from ein& held ca~tive by the thinfs ~hich hin P r the 
/ - . -

• - # .,.. ·-

r e liz ::i.ti no t· ·1 .n ." 

Our l eado would do ::ell to U.."1.de r t nd t. 1 • r pe l e, and more . .. . .. . .. 

especially our youth, requ1re
1
now tbat Jewish life 1a enter113g 

~~ 
again an age of 

/\ 
persecution and ma.rtyrdowm, more than the example of generos1 ty toward, our 

unfortUDAte brotbera overaeaa, and more than the example of a 
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valiant defense of Jewish rights at home. They require the exarq:,le of the practice of 

Judaism, as Luzzatto defined it; "to keep the commandments, to worship God and to with­

stand trial• - the example of religious discipline, piety and sacrificial loyalty. These 

leaders must help us to rebuild our inner world, now that our outer worldsare beginnin_: 

to crumble again. l · \ u) 

There have been many false prophets of "ersatz" Judaism in our midst who have 

frequently misled our people. There were those professional so~ial-workers who announced 

that a full con:plement of s dentifically administered hospitals and orphanages and other 

social agencies was a sufficient avade 
~ 

cum" for the Jewish people, and that the 

synagogue and the religious school were quite unnecessary. A. t best they ware to be 

tolerated only as a concession to those who still take such things seriously, and in 

order not to create unpleasant friction in the com:mmity. Such social-workers bad many, 

ready adherents amo~ our would- be assimilated and rich Jews. 

There were certain Jewish educators who resented the intrusion ot religion 

in their ultra-scientific curricula. Judaism, they said, was not a religion, but a 

way of lite - that is to say, their way of life, which of course, was non-religious or 

anti-religious. 
1("'1 

Jewish educaton should, therefore, not be religious at all, only 

nationalistic and linguistic. At best the religious note might be smuggled in,but onl7 

as a concession to old-timers and cranks who don•t know any better. 

There were those Jewish spokesman who offered Jewish nationalism as a sub­

stitute for Judaism, forgetting nationalism as such, unredeezri.ed by a moral vision and 

responai lility,has sadly :f'ragment1zed our world, provincialized its peoples and is 

driving nations madly from one disaster to another: forgetting, further, that there is a 

widely-felt and widely answered need for religion and religious institutiona even among 

peoples, whose national life 1a already fully established in their own lands and who 

are possesae of a rich national culture. A,mOs, Is~iah and Jeremiah felt the need to 

preach religion - God and obedience to God's moral law - to their people even though 

they were es tabl1 shed as a nation in the1 r own land and spol:s their own langgage. It 

is not p0811ble to brush aside the spiritual needs of Jews in the diaspora, aM their 

P~~'l•::.a of survival as Jews in lands outside of 
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Palestine, where most Jews will continue to live, uarely by talking long, loud 

and enticingly about Palestine. The U")building of a Jewish national home in 
l/~ Palestine is one great 1impefi.oua and historically inescapable task of Jewry. 

The upbuilding of Jewish religious life in Anierica and elsewhere throughout 

the world. inclusive of Palestine, is another. One is no substitute for 

the other. One is not opposed to the other. 

Again there were other Jews who advised their people that Judaism 

can well be laid aside noti.ltbat the proletarian Messiah las already appeared I 

in the land of the Slav, riding upon a droshk:6". and the Kingdo • of Heaven was 

near at nd. 

All 

their hour is over. Though:.ful Jews a:-e turning to h sure and classic ·highways 
of Jewish lif'e and tho ght . •~e nre not likely to be heguiled P.co.in, at least 

the men of this generation , by these prophets and their alien _.chings . 

Hu.--:umit~ has sickened of its Godless civilizat i on. Becau~e the 

spiritual inteJ!I"e 4 ation of hurian destiny was allo?1ed to langui~h, other 

interpretations have come to life and are now driving ~an~ind n ... d . For when 

God is dethroned, his throne does not rcoain vacant for long . Som,... alse god, ~ome 
~~"'~ ~ .'totan, ~oloch or :.tars occuoies it. I /\ • 

was ba')\ished from the h~ts of men, 

Because the ideal of ·h"' ':,i .., ion of God 
,r . 

he imi a tion of c-o ... - sat~ is now the 

i deal. In place of piety, reverence, !.Lrnili ty, compassion, eelf-r crifice, 

othe r qualities - in ·olence, cruelty, aggressi:on --. nd com a tivener.s re now . ••r_, ._. 

extolled. Because men h ve rejected the i dP.al of the Fanctific.., ion of human 

life under God, he no\7 hu..ve a world in \':hich hu:-:ian life is chl=•ap, in whi ch 

the stature oft.~ individ 1 ha~ heen red ced, his rights usurped h: the rute, 

his labor a comr.:odity and his life J';~ st11t·sticn.l item. Because t e .orld 

rejected l; God, it rejected lso ,_Mo...,...... •~ image of 

God, possessed of a ~acred and inviolahl'l.. ;>0rsonality, endo,.ed b·· His Cre· tor wt th 

' l 

.J 
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certain inalienable rights. Because men have ignored the ~overeignt.: of God's 

moial La~, they have a world in which men, parties o.nd governments have set 

themselves up above all l :1,1. ' 1bere t~re is no longer the Law of God, there 

~ ~ ~ 
ensues the law of., Duce,~ Feuhrer, or,. Conmi.ssar before hich all men must 

tremble. 

L 

How that lights are going out everywhere in 

:£ the Light of God. 

the ,oorld, men aee Iha ~ ~ 

"ff 

Jews can do no less.~ do no le~s. I sense an incomine tide of 

faith among our people, a faith charged in some instances with deep mysticism . 

.srr~ 
It woul~ not surprise us and it vould be in keeping with similar ooments in 

our past history, if our age should witness a stron mystic rnovP..oent runong 

our people. Such m stic movements fo l lowed the expulsion of the Jews from 

~pain and Portugal at the close of.the 15th centtV' and t.he a-:,palling disaste-rs 

which overtook Polish Jewry in the 17th ccnt,lry. ~e~~~t:'or the Je~s f'rom 

Germany and ilUStria, t~e dismal pllght of Jews throughout Enst ern ~urope1 

aiDel the stress under which Israel finds itself every·,·:here, coupled ,·i th t~e 

distressed mood of ma kind generally, may ~ive rise to a ~rang m:,·stic movement 

a:u:1;2g 10 ~eoprle, which \\ill ex;Jress itself in religion, literat re and art 

and in personal habits of thought and ca,duct. 

In a sense, the ?ro lem of t;e s~rvtval of Judaism ia much s:mpler in 

ou""( day than at any tir.:ie in the p· st. Our leaders need no longer expend the energy 

\ 

wh(ch was expended during the last century to '.)ersuade Jers to remain Jews. The 

doors of escape from lwish destiny have een shut. The choice con~ronting 

intelligent J e s toda·,, is a ver simple one. They h~ve rP.alized thnt God has 

( not placed the shears of destiny - to be, or not t ~ rin their hand& Forces 
, , 

which they havo not su.-imoned are driving all would-be P.SC pists ~ack upon their 
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people. Somehow there has always been an element of unavoida le com~ulsioru-in . . -7 
Jewish~~t is the nBa'al Korcha" element, th e a ualit; of hunle:=:s 'estinJ·. 

It was und-r such compulsion, the Rabbis declc red, t~t ou::- foref a thers accepted 

the Torah at tiount Sinai .... "And th:. t which c~~eth into your mind shall not be 

at all; in t h1tt :re say: "We will be as the nations, as thn frunil tP.s or the 

countries, to serve wood and stone. As I live, !"aith the Lord God, surely v:ith 

a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with fur:,· poured ~~t, will I be 

king over you .•.• And I will cause you to pa.sunder the rod, and· r.ill .bring 

lOU into the bonds of the covenant." 

The choice today i" not between survival and' extinction. b t bet-r.een 

doom and destiny, between burden and missfun. Shall v.e li.ve our Jewish lives 

gre tly or meanly? Shall Jews walk "darkling to their doom11 or advan e caifi~ently 

and exultingly to their destiny along the et~mal road which stretches from Ur 

of the Chaldees to the distMt messianic lands of "Achari t Ho--)7am_ m"? Shall 

we quarrel w th our f nte nnd pe-:i t helplees hand , M a.inst t"i e • . ,felding ba rs 
~ ,, 

\remembering that stone walls do not a ~rison make 
ot circumst, nces or -shall -r,e_, y a m::trae1.e--of riiIUr~ ce~~e to be t J:i e unwilling 

C4\ J ~ n _J!!Yl. 
:>risoners o-¾ cif-C;;r.sta~ce, anq \_ in t~e , se.,::vi,ce of' God,t " ~dy-l~come ::a gn1.f i cently 

,-~ u h ( 3_~{ . !.:_ ~ . ~ 3 2.-6 -"'rbe_ slaye of God- be a.lone is tru!y fr~e • • -
free?J;oir choice . toda~ is betwen the 11 01 :.:al;rut" h.nd t . e "01 ;~a-1

:- t ha.ma ·im" -

between the yo~e of earthly '-{ingdomE:, which • s grievously ha rd to beor, and he 

yo-:Ce of the Kingdoc of God, 1hich ma kes all other ./o'ce.. a ~ • to ear. 

t'ihat hands shall weave the loom of our fu"' e year s ? 0 .2 r ~ and~, tender 

and skillful, drawing the golden strands /rom O'.lr own t ;:-e .s ur PS of wisdom, piet.,· , 
~ 

passion and dreams, v;hich all the goodly folk !'ro:n Abr~ha;:'l to o· r m n day J\storP, 

for us, or shall alien hands, rude and unsympathetic, -eave t 

of ourselves and our children? 

eb of the d · r,tiny 

Now thnt many doors are closing, should ~e not open ·ide to our children 

the doors leading to the treasure-troves ot their o·::n people's spiritual and 
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intellectual wealth4 for their future sustenance. inspiration, solace and pride? 

~ 
The days ahead will be hard days tor them, ~til the world completes~ latest 

·"4. +_a... ~ ~. vi~~ ~ (lt. .,~12 ".. 1 ~ W. 
stace in economic transforamtion and- s·teadies itself again. -Jews, because they 

~ A 

are eveeywhere an exposed minority, easily blamed and easily victimized, will be 

barnmered on the anvil of ever;y world event. The days ahead will be bard Umaa ~ 

tor our children, but they need not be ignoble or unrewarding days. G1 ve them 

tbe1i-: 1otal heritage - the copious bounty of Judaism - the Torah, the synagogue. 

the prayer-book. the noble literature and the beautiful language of their people. 

Give them the millennial companionship ,. of their kinsmen and the r kinsmen's 
~ \./,u :.:~~ w,lt. ~ ~ ~ -

heroic faith and dreams and their ma.tcliess sa~ y will then come to under-
. ., ( I'\ 

I' l - • 
A'\ .-;::;-stand wbat it is 1~ our heritage that has kept us alive; what it is tbat ·1aid 

/\!. .(' ...,, 

waste the paganism of the ancient worti and now finds itself again in mortal 
. 

combat with another paganism which it is also destine ' wo destroy ; what it is 

tbat mkes their people tbs brunt of attack whenever privilege. power and 

reaction n:ake a major onslaught on tbe precious hopes of imnkind. and why the 

ancient ideals of their people are forever the battle-cries of -up-stru.gglin« 

/ I 

They will then come to understand that it is not because we are weak 

or unworthy that ba rbarous governments have vowed to destroy us. but because we 

are strong,and they fear us. !Tot us• but the faith which 1s in us• the torch 

which ia in our hearts and tbe pa ssion wb1ch is in our blood for the prophetic 

nandatea of our Jewish heritage, for Justice, freedom, brotherhoop. and peace • . 

for tbs vision of J 11 1u .J\ n ,' / 3J;) ">, "6 • the City of Justice, the ~ 
ot Faith, in place of the •;,,i\ ;) 1 1t. the City of Elood, built upon the pride ot 

blood and upon glory drenched in the blood of t be conquered• the despoiled and 
. 

the alaint 1 as\Jl·gainst/the----moral s'\.o~grea t-

~•~ Theae _reckless~adventurere of Power, who have put all ethic a. all science 
G. r, 

and all religion in the service of a design tor Power, who have uade of ethic• 

' . ( 
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relative to tribal temperament and national interests ·ar.d only Power, absolute, 

who have forced upon civilian life the discipline, the dumb obedience, the drill, 

the barrack room, the court martial, the censor, the espionage system, the whole 

code, complex and outlook of the military, and, by so doing, have destroyed 

civilian life completely, these present-day heirs of the tradition of Ishmael - the 

"Pere Adam", the 'Jild Man, "whose hand is against every man and every man's hand is 

against him", these heirs of the traditions of Esa~ the Hairy Man, the "!sh Tzayid", 

who sees life only as the hunter sees the hunted, and who deli&hts "to live by his 

sword", 

S'. : ii; - these abhor and dread the tradition of Jacob, the "!sh Tam," the man seeking 

perfection through rational and moral pursuits, "Yoshev Ohalim", content to live in 

the peaceful tents of work and study, devoted to the greatness of morals instead of 

the morals of greatness .... 

And understanding this - and understanding further that they must now become the 

active trustees of this classic tradition of civilization - they will, along with 
of 

all other menhood will, feel the~selves challenged. They will not be ashamed or cast 

down. They will face their world without fear or apology. They will not seek the 

world's approval - only Goo•s. They will not be afraid of hostile voices - only 

of their own voice when silenced in fear. The insolence and naked impudicity of the 

heathens who rage will never humiliate them, only their own apostasy, back-sliding and 

fear. 'l'bey will try to be worthy of their great hour of t esting t 

For each young heart will say:[/r sbod with Abraham in his lonely vigil and 

read the destiny of my people in the stars. With Isaac I built the altar of a 

patriarch's stem faith and ultimate sacrifice. At Jabbok's ford I learned to wre~tle 

thru the night with the dark angel of despair and to wrest a blessing at the break 

of dawn. With Joseph I dreamt the dream of sheaves and stars and climbed the step~ 

from a dwigeon's pit to a prince's throne. I wandered with foses, an alien prince 

among an alien people. Unshod, I knelt with him before a vision in the wilderness, 
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and from within the inextinguishable fires of God I h r;ara. the inexorable Voice 

summoning to duty and freedom. I saw the lightnings and the cbuds, and heard the 

• I• 

thunder roll arolllld Mt. Sinai, and witnessed the everlasting covenant between my 

people and its God. I learned how to suffer and hunger in long and weary marches 

to reach a promised land. I was with Joshua fighting at Gideon, and with Deborah 

by the waters of Megiddo, when the stars in their courses fought against Sisera. I 

stood with the blind Samson in his agony, and heard the wild cry of his desperate 

courage as he pulled down the temple over the Phillistines. I heard Samuel admonish 

his people to remain free, and not to reject God by enslaving themselves to a king. 

I listened to the harp of the shepherd king, David, and saw the great king cowering 

before the righteous wrath of the prophet, and bowing in contrition before the 

majesty of the overarching Law of God. I prayed with Solomon in the Tem?le which he 

dedicated as a House of Pr~yer for all peoples , and I learned of a God hom Heaven, 
,,, 

and the Heaven of Heavens, cannot contain, and hose compassi on e¥tendeth to all, even 

to the strang er who cometh out of a far country. 

I marched with the resolute band of the prophets who came to destroy old worlds 

and to build new ones. I shuddered at the wrath of their spirit as they lashed out 

against oppression and injustice, against false Gods and gilded idols, against 

blind leaders and lying prophets. I warmed at their infinite compassion for the weak, 

the denied, and the wronged. From them I lea-ned the nature of Mi~sion am what 

J ~ JJt -L 
a raging fire within one's bosom an, unfulfil led commi's:s-i:oft of God may become. 

I wandered with my people by the slow-moving riveys of Bab lon, and I heard 

their oath of deathless loyalty "If I forget Thee, 0 Jerusalem,~ right hand forget 

her cunning". I entered their humble and improvised. synagogues, am I discovered 

that prayer and devout study are beautiful, and as acceptable to God as the sacrifices 

of the priests in the Temple, and the songs of the Levites. 

I returned from captivity, and standing with those who rebuilt the walls of 

Jerusalem, I . learned hov; a people can build upon ruins. I sat with the sages and scribes 
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who piously taught and interpreted the wo·:-d of God, and molded a peop+e's reverence 

for its spirit enshrined in a timeless Book. I moved among the mountains of Judea, 

~p~~ down the _ h~~h_en al~_!li th the lion-hearted sons of the Mac_:abees :'1 I 

saw the miracle of a single cruse of spiritual oil inexhaustiblej illumine the 

rededicated temple of their faith. I was the companion of the gentle Hillel who 

revealed to me the whole of the Law in the single kernel of neighborly love; and 

of Akiba who knew how to inspire a revolution, defy an empire and die a martyr. 

And then into the long dark exile I wandered with my people/into many lands over 
the 

which cross and crescent reigned, and I walked with them/weary highways of the 

world. I was with them when they drank deep out of the bitter chalice of pain, 

humili\ation, cruelty, and hate. But never did I fail to sense the stress of their 

imp1rfious vision, their pride of a grer. t past, their hope of a gren.ter future, their 

superb courage, their unflinching faith. Philos~phers, poets and saints never failed 

them in the lands of their dispersion, and the light of their Torah was never 

extinguished. 

And then I saw the night lift and the da\m .break; and into a reborn world, 

drenched with a new light of freedom and justice, I marched with them exaltingly. I 

heard the shackles fall from off their limbs. I saw the r adiance of their emancipated 

minds and hearts. I beheld them, mounting as on eagles' wings, rising to bless the 

world with matchless gifts ofeart and mind in every field of human creation. 

And now I s ee the night descend again, and into the dark and the storm my people 

are wandering forth again.l f Shall I l eave them now? Q!!!! I leave them now? Shall I 

part company with this immortal band? They have become too dear and precious to 
' me. T~e urgency of their pilgrimage is now coursing thru my own blood too. Their 

beckoning shrine is now the shrine of my quest also. Like unto the first pilgrim, 

out of Ur of the Chaldees, I, too, seized by the hand of God, am listening to~ 

Divine summons: 
, 

·"Get thee out of thy country, ... and from thy fathers house, unto. a 

land which I wil show th e.,.and I will bl s the and tho h lt b bl 1 " , u r. ea es ng ... 




