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HAT I BEHIND Tfil: ~E PRUG • OF RE IDENT ROOSEVELT? 

hither is the United Sate 1oving in It Forei n olicy? I It the Wa 
of Peace and Democr'cy? 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
'unda morning, January ~9, 1959 



T enty years ago, my friends, ther·e was written into he Pence 

Treat at Versailles a provision for the disarm ent of all the def. ted 

nations of the World ar and also for the voluntary disarmament by agreement 

of all other nations of the earth. The Preamble to the Fifth oart of the 

Tre ty of Versailles contains this express obli ation : "In order to 

render possible the initiation of a genPral limitation o armament of all 

nations, German undertakes strictl to observe the mili ry naval and air 

clauses which follows." In other words, he def e ted m. tions, German 

Austria, Hungary, were disarmed. All oh r na ions o e world were 

to disarm. The League of Nations was char ed with he orim r o lif ion 

of working out a plan . 

Article 8 of the Covenant of the Le gue impo ed speical oblip.a ion 

upon all members oft e Lea~ue with refer-ence to di armament. It stated that 

the "members recognize t t the main enance of p .ace reauire the reduc ion 

of national armaments to the lowest point consistent with na ional safet 

and the enforcement b common action of int '"· rn tional oblig ions." 

The Le gue "shall formulate plans for such reduction for the 

consideration and ac ion of the everal governments." The rimara puroose 

for calling jnto existence the L.ague of ations a o liouid te he 

armament profram of nations which , as Lord Gu said "If c·vil • 7at -on canno 

destroy armaments, armaments will de tro civilization." 

Sure enough the firs thin which the Laue undertook back 

in 1920, was the appointment of a Commi~sion to sttrly t e subject of 

armament and to oresent to the League concrete proce se for the r dual 

reduction of world armament. That w sin 1920. For ye rs e after, 

the Commission mulled over f cts ands ti tics nd held roup conf~rences 

one after another and procrastinated. And nothing crone of it. Nothin. 
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The great nations responsible for the workin s of the League ere not 

interested in armament. In fact, they WPre interested in maintaining 

their vast armaments to protect that which they gained in the orld ar. 

There were also other interests. The great munition mercharts were vitally 

interested in seeing that this program of the League should not go throu h. 

I read, recently, an interesting book fran the pen of a well-known 

journalist, Pierre Van Paassen, called "Days of our Years." Pierre Van 

Paassen was a re ular att~ndant of all the sessions of the League at 

Geneva. This is his observation of hat transpired there with reference 

to disarmament: 

"While the eyes of the world were riveted on Geneva where the 

interminable deb te went an and on, few were aware that, from 1°25 

onward, representatives of French and Ge 

regularly, now in Paris, then in Berlin. 

an heayy industr were meting 

Both e German and French metal 

industry were incurring serious losses as a result of the suspersion of 

armament contracts, and ere desper tely seeking as and means to set 

business in motion r ain. This could not be done without intimate 

collaboration ... The French metal industry agreed to the rearmament of Germany 

as early as 1925, as being the only condition for the etimul· tion of the 

inner irench market. 

"Strange personages were beginning to ma e their aopearance in 

Geneva to assist the diplomats in clearing the last obLtacle off the road 

towards univ rsal pe·ce and disarmament. Germany sent Constantin von leurath, 

director of the Credit Hongrois, a Hungarian bankin institution contro led 

by Schneider & Cie., the French armament manuf cturers. Carl van Schubert 

took charge of the permanent undersecretaryship for foreign affairs arrl the 



-3-

League of at·ons at the ilhelmstrasPe. He was a direc or of the ~rupp 

metal trust. Franc~ in turn, sent to Berlin as its ambassador, Francois

Poncet, who had butrecently been managin director of the Dillinger 

Huettenwerke, a Gennan armament firm, but who was also a director of a 

French steel trust. From 1928 onward, the Labor Bureau of the League was 

revealing the fonnation of strange ne interna ional business combina ions. 

The Krupp etal orks of Essen formed a subsidiar · knows a the Neukirchen 

E.isenwerke and appointed French munitioneers and politicians to its board 

of directors. Two German steel firms, the Halbergerhuette and he Dillinger 

Huettenwerke merged with a French company. 1'he appointed a board of directors 

consisting of six prominent French cannon merchants and six Germans. 

"Paul Faure, deputy for the district of Le Creusot, revealed in 

the French parliament that Schneider-Crucsot, the mammoth French cannon 

trust, headed bJ' the cousins De hendel, one hom was a member of the French 

Lhamber and the othtr of the German Reichstag, was contributing funds to the 

infant Nazi party of dolf Hitler, and that Skoda, the Czechoslov~ian 

armament trust, which is l·rgel) controlled by Schneider-Cruesot, was 

supplying GermanJ' with artiller, gunpowder and cartridges on credit. 

"lhy should Hitler have received French, Czechoslovakian and rithsh 

money (for ir Henry D terding, chairman of rtoJal Dutch Shell, was also 

reported amongst the contributors to the Nazi part's funds)? The answer 

is simple. One needed but r ead the Fuhrer's book, "Mai Kampf". In hat 

document, the upstart arty l eader, with scarcel ten thou and followers 

at the time he rote the book, announced h, t h"s firs task upon attaining 

power would be to rearm the Reich. Did not such a man deserve internatioml 

sympath· and support? Armament f·ctories all over the Continent were 
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~ and·ng i dle, a·vid n verc ~inking, rtock ouo • ion~ oin lo·er a d 

0 'E r . nd no a cloud on th ~ horizon o i ve he e· dly .. r rr.e 

a li tle court o dan r any-:-·h r to rrun the . nu cure of sin e gun ! 

would it not bes o end if Hitler could com~ o oo:e nd rn·1 e Germ 

da erou once .. or ? 0 d I h· t ,e rufficien exc ~e o kill all hi 

non e se in Geneva abou !Orld p L ce and disr rr:r . e ? ce e ed 

to re rm, all could ollo·. sui • For the rirna cond· ion 0 ae ~r 1 

arm men C rn aign is the re rm of only one po erf1l .. te . it 

Germt: n., on t w , "the trapic -nd ridiculo sf' ec cle" (a Frrmcoic: De iri 

called i once) of n· ion. rrnin bee se the • re rid, nd fro ·d 

e ,ere armin, could rt 11 ove n . 

"It id + rt 11 ov a d o . . ic a . • r • h h 

chic ner r ·nd thecypocr·tic .. l pal v r in ou peac and democ : c 

y men ·ho r orese d he o-c led r emocr,ci , 0 r 

cheming and connivin p e ind . cene to~ cr"fice the G eo 1 

0 ·r • ic mil. rrir ic u hori ~r r-m b e co a· ion 

"sine aua non" for re tin , r rm m n i n i h iron co r 

in motion in . ' 
Th r e for r ar • me be n t f irf r ther flO ··l ' n hen more 

and mor s coll C ive . ecur . rec ·vcd 0 blo· r o h r he 

h n of . presum i e . ri d . . 
ith he comi 0 Hi 1 r o Po "er h Jr n a c-1 .. m•> 0 r 

on 
re rmrment e he C t/ proe:r m 0 r .rm .. men un ece en ir1 h 

hi:c· or 0~ th 1orld . 0 ha th o &l r ame uf he orld in 19r• .. 

omethin like hree thour·nd ev hund ed. mi'lio doll· rs in 1. ?8, 

b· r r 1, r, i incr red o ev n en thou. d, f"ve hund d ei 

mi 1·on doll r - ov r even een billion <loll--rr in 
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in 1952, they spent two hundred fifty millions of dollars on armament . 

In 1938 , they spent four thousand, four hundred millions of doll rs. Ever 

since the coming of Hitler to power tnis race has turned into a stampede, 

draining the very lives of thP nation, sacrificing everyt'-iing to this 

military race. All of these millions and billions, of course, are ta~en out 

of the bread , butter, clothing shelter of these countries. The 0 tandard 

of living throughout the world has dropped. And all this, in twenty . ears 

after the Versailles Treaty when the nations of the earth oledged 

themselves to progressive disarmament . 

The Un ~ted ~tates has not been entirely out of this race. In 1952 

we s .. ent six hundred sixty-seven millions of doll rs on our efense. Before , 
1938, we spent one billion sixt -five millions of dollars . And no r the 

Pr esidentof the United tates is asking for an additional five humired fifty 

million dollars over and above this aopropriation. V.e are soending too muc11 

money on WP.A pro,j ects , and to feed our poor . We have to slice off one 

hundred fifty millions from our relief roles, but we may clamp on additional 

fife hundred ffty mil ions on W'tr debts . 

The President of the United tates has arned us of the imminence 

of war . He called both Ambassadors Bullitt and Kennedy be ore the 

representatives in Washington to imaress hem with the f ct that ar is 

imminent, perhaps due this ear. The United ~tates must the~efore be 

armed , com letely armed. Th re was a di cu sion of twelve thousand 

new planes and many new naval ases in the Pacific and elsev-1'1ere. 

When the socalled Neutrality Laws were nassed we were lead to believe 

that these Neutrality La vs made us secure from foreign -.:mta glement .... , made 

u secure in our splendid isol tion. r e w re not to lend money t n tions 

en aged in war , not to ship ammunition to them. Hov·ever this did not orove to he 

the case. There is a fear that Euro e will entan le itself in the est 0 rn 
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Hemisphere, and ult imately in t he United States . The n_tions over there, 

esoecially didtatorships are penetrating South America and are endangering 

the Monroe octrine . Europe is bringing its imoerialistic appetites to 

our door . The .efore we need additional armaments . Furthermore it has become 

clear that the Neutrality Laws were not doing what we hoped they would do . 

These laws act ally favored the stronger nations and disadvantaged the 

weaker nations , the democratic n -tions of the earth . For example in the 

c se of Spain . Embargo against Spain , both insurgents and loy lists . The 

insurgents, however were able to re eive aid from t e ictatorshios but 

the loyalist government , the legally ap ointed government was unable to 

purchase armament to defend itself , and as a resu t , is on the w y to 

being destroyed . Furthermore , the se Jeutrality Laws are are seemingly 

Neutrality Laws when we clrose to ao · ly them only . They re not applied 

automatically , without discrimina tion . 

It is clear to every thinking person that back of any intellig-ent 

armament program there must be an intelligent and consistent f oreign 

policy . What is it we want to prepare for? An agains t whom? y'e have 

followed the good neighbor policy to bes re . Thut is a good 00licy 

if J our neighbor wants to be a good neighbor . But sup~o.e your neighbor 

doesn't want to be a good neighborZ \\hat ha ens then? What are e 

preparing ourself for? v'fu;-, t is it we ··ant? Are we ready to go to Wrl r to 

an open door in China . To keep an open door in China has been one of the 

keep 

major items in our foreign policy . Are we re dy to defend th· t ~ro0ositi on 

even if necessary to resort to arms? e wan to r e 'Ject , we want all other 

nations to res ect China ' s territory . Are le ready to insist on respect 

to the principle even if it involves us in war? Are ,e r eady to b ck up 

bj force any arrangement which e re er on the Asiatic Continent? Do 

v.e want to control the whole Pacific , the \' estern Pacific incl sive? 
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o :e ant to defend the hili-:)ines , the country -:in ':hich '.'e have ve ted 

intprest? If th, tis our foreign ~olicy , then i i ui+e logicRl, 

mandatory to emb8rk upon a va~t orogr m of armament and to b ild many 

new naval bases and to fortify an ~sland liKe uam , ive thou and 
west 

mile:ic£ San Francisco . But if we have no intention of fighting ·or the 

~hili)ines, or or the open door polic of China , or 

the Asiatic , however desirable thet might be , it is a 

arr ngen:i.ent on 

te of money and 

a needless orovoca ion to embcrk u~on such an v 1 rogram . 

he; t is our foreign :)Olicy? Do ~- e rish to : oin in co llec i ve 

action with the remaining democracies of ~urooe ag int agg epsors? 

Do we ish to join ith Fr~nce and Grert Bri · in o chec~ he o ~ d 

o ict torships in thew rld? If so , then e ought to bu "l no 

onl~ a huge na 
' 

ut i:nrnediu el la: plRn. or the vast ex nsion o~ or 

e such an arrang CTent mie;h a ·in nece~Rite e an over·ras 

ex ed'tion on the p rt of the 'nited t ~te in a orld r . Is h t 

our foreign olic ... ,? 
L • 

President Roosevelt hos beey to ·ing ~ith is 1 er i e. . Pr0 f: • en 

Roosevelt is a rea t 'lemocrat . .t>rec:-i nt hoose elt h s been outr d b: 

the indecencies o diet orshi~ , eeing it s a me~~ce t~ he remt ining 

emocr cies . He v o 1 like to quc..r ntine them, s e uid . He ~o ld 

lL<e to un·te he r re..1t democr•:ciPs of he ·mrld d oi forcex inst 

force and chec.i( them . He v· ld li,ee to do •rh· the Lea e o r · ions 

failed to do , insure respect for trc; i es hrough intern' ion 1 la,, , 

thr uh m:li ary enforcement of ome form or anther for 

democracies of the norld . 

This is A courageous orogr m. Bu I m afr id · ti 

fant ctic . For he l reckoninr, ~ith ut the ~reut emocr·ci 

e rema·ning 

1 · tle 

of Fr·n e nd 

hey e not ~ exci ed ubo s ving dem c c s i 

Pre~ident Roo evelt . ThP Tor r . Che mbcrlain, even Dal ier o ..,r11nce, 
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are fr more concerned ith chec~ing uo t hings in Eur oe, sch ~ he 

snread of rn<licalism or li era ism or h o ul~r front movemen s, 

or soc·ali .. m or com.~unism . he.. are much more concerned ·,·i th checlring 

thoce forces h n checki Fr :sm or 1azi m. The o e fu el men ,s in 

control of tho~e tt o democracies do not an to see Hiler ~nd ~ussolini 

lio id<. ted . 

It ·.\"ac: cle .... r ~ ,~un:..ch tha hese o grea e·ocr ci . be r ye 

the nobles o democr tic coun ries in ~uro e , broke 

with this co try, v.hich France, • t least, r mised o 

eir a liance 

en . ~ihen 

Pre~ident oosevelt think o these democr~cies , of ~horn is he thinking? 

Of the masses of tho~e coun rie .10 3 ~ el democr tic h 

do no con rol heir ove nments , or he t O hose coun rie ... 

7 o ~re o con erned ~:th democrPc~ but .ho ~e coun r:~c, thin 1s , or 

h dv&ncement of h· ~r ovm m1 ri li~ ic n e ts . And tvo 

democr cie id not ven co, o the , ce of pain, .o the ex e 

of llo in ·t coun r to bu 1 and sell . The 

r rinr ·.t helryl : coun r o ru·n, to drench 

rmi ed ~r co to 

t coun r~ in bl od 

nd to e tablich no her c:•ron hold of r • ct· on in o e of he imnor rnt 

coun ri C: of e t r ro e . ·th horn oe re. • de t 00 eve t "i.. h 

to unite in efe c:e o democr, c·•? 

Tho,·e n·tion 
' 

Fr nee nd ngland op cour e ·n mer c n coo 

not to defend democr,,c -, their mp i 1 . n P.re s, 'I'm ' i , 

Corc::::ic' or Briti h Colo . 1 . n e~ s n A r · c re ... en oo .. evelt e • 

Ch mb rl in , Daladier do not even s th ~ 'ID &n u· L • And he 

Ame ic·n o ople our' not , in he n· .e of democr-. c b ed 0 ... for 

them elvec ddi ion 1 xe~ in 0 r 0 build up ' r m C ine 0 b C 

u hiP fOr 0 a lli··nce bet n Am c· • ich h· C" no m: ri 1 

in re ... , ·hie i. dee 1 inc rted in democr. c~ ch· 0 

io 
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t,o coun r·e~ to bolster uo their imeer · ali~m . 'e oul!r no to re e t 

our mi r ke of 1917 . fe ou ,h not to enter in o any re ion 1 lli.nces 

tal l and t ke sides in im Jer ial riv lrie ~ich a re oinr o today . e 

ou ht not t o en er into n • commitment ' th a y n tion, int no er 

unle.., the is ue involved i the • ssu wh:.ch v1ap. invo ed in ° O, mm 1 ·, 

the building up of a v.-orld org ni 7a ion for oaw ct order, a world 

or[L ni 7 ion wh~ch vould m ke arm e t unnecer~ar · . Th't · s a diffe~ent 

hin . 

Let u be frcnk with our elves . Our o ·n coun r: re used o en er 

t e L .gue ihic1 we heloed to build . ,ere u~ed to n er r int . • ion 1 

court of order v!hich four ore~iden o~ the Uni ed es recommen ed ~rd 

end or ed . ', e VI ere un-v illinr o a sume • ny ref' . onsi bili or tom e an 

sacrifice :.fbr a iorld or ani7 ion for pe ce . s, c ·oint cct · on :i hall 

o her na ion o the v, orld for pe ce would h v . ·nvolved u in r le 

ri~k h n the ne·· id V h · ch some of our leade 're O ring -

joining up v. • th one roup o nl. ions ,.. i c: • nothPr ,r'JUP o n ..... ions 

ad dividing he orld in o to ho tile ctm s . Cer a · n1~ 

le~d to var . ,e ought o to be stampeded into voti g rr t urns 

of mone· or re rm"'. ent in t e ame o!' d emocr c •. 

ould 

,1h t hould ,e do? The orld bein ·Jt i i o • , • h m d e ~ 

loose, the Uni ed ~t utes hould prepared t o d e in irne of 

att ck . The pro pect of ~n att c . , ho ev r , i not er. r t . Fortunatel• 

e are ~o situa ed eo r phic 11 • th--t f ch ·deo ate efe" need not 

be eYcerc:-ive and need no involve us in colo 1 arm-- , .nt progr m • 'e 

are n,tion o ~re t ~eulth , great r· :, eri ls . 'e h~ v a highly 

c1 eveloped i du rial machine . 1/, e h· ve r a ov r !lnd no n· ion 

ill likel ,, enterin o a '. ·ar ri h us either on the high e c if • e re 
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adequately prepared and certainly not on our shores where t ey will be so 

far removed from their base of supplies . Adequate defense , a oo~·erful . avy 

supolemented by an air fleet on our shores is all th~t is necessary to defend 

ourselves from attack . We shoula forego any thought of again going over~eas 

to Europe to help fight European w~rs . That would be disastrous for us . 

Another such war will destroy democracy in the United States and till 

establish Fascism because such a war will necessitate com letely militarizin 

the life of the American people , the complete regimentation of everything , 

capital , labor , wages , price . Everything will be rigidly and regimentated 

in order to prosecute a iar on sch a large scale . We sh uld forego anr 
our 

thought of another war . ,, e should bend/energies to ard orotecting our o n shore . 

That can be be done . 

Recently I read a book by George Fielding Eliot, formerly 

Major , lilitary Intelligence eserve of the ni ed States Army, called 

"The amp rts We ·,atch" in iihich he makes this s i. ary: 

·nour navy , when a t full strength , willrequire 155 , 000 men . 

n organized naval re erve of ~5 , 000 backed by a volunteer recerve of ay 

equal ~trength and a pr oper merchant marine reserve , can i 1media ely 

fill all mobilization requirements . The navy can begin functionin t once . 

Additional men ill be needed , of course; b t they wil l not be needed in 

grec-.. t numbers . It i doubtful whether - if the navy be maint4ined at a 

level which · 11 permit those vigorous offen ive measures nece sar to a~ ure 

victory - it would ever require more an anothe hundred thou and all told . 

"The army (including the ation 1 Guard) begin ith 44 , 500 men in 

our overseas po sessions , and 423 , 000 at home . Anot er 200 , 000 will e needed 

to ring the National Gua· d to iar strength , ~lus a fe tho sands eciali~t 

re.erves . 
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"If our military establishments·be naint c:1 ined in a condition to 

oroduce sch a fighting force quickly , and to trike w·th it without loss 

of time , the result w'.11 be that few nations will challenge its ooi•~er; and 

if any does , re sh 11 be the deliverer and not rhe recipient of the terrible hammer

str okes of war . 

"The forces enumerated are well within the power of this na tion 

to ere te and to maintain at full strength in war , without regimenting all 

our vast resources unde a single control without viping out our emocrac) , 

without a andoning our American ways of life and government ." 

Even then, my friends , we ought never lose sight of the important 

f act that this is not the answer to our nation or to any JOI nqtion . The 

answer to the roblem of ar or eace does not lie in neutrality legislation, 

in armament , in isol tion , in regional pacts , or in any other 1evice . The an~wer 

was know and proclaimed , then rejected by the nations of the 1orld right after 

the World War . The anxwer lies in buildin up an international machinery 

comprised of all the nationf of the earth, implemented b: a machinery 

capable of enforcin - international law to protect the wee~ . ainst the 

strong , discourage the aggressor and to crea e sense of confidence and 

sacurity in the world . This is the only answer . Even thought ·e live 

in our own country we ought not to lose sight of this one sol tion . 

This mad race will lead to another war . Tha t is almost cer tain . 

Perhaps man ind broken and beaten a second time will 

again come to the realization that a world organizations ch as was t r ied following 

the world war and destroyed because of lack of vision on th oa.rt of lea ers of 

the major po ers of Europe and bee use of the machinations of munition ealers and 

armament me chants , is the on1~ real solution to the ~roplem of arma ent 

and to the whole problem of w~r and peace . 
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Our navy, when at full strength, will require 135,000 men. An 

organized naval r eserve of 55,000, backed by a volunteer reserve of say 

equal strength and a proper merchant marine reserve, can immediately 

fill all mobilization requirements. The navy can begin functioning at 

once. Additional men will be needed, of course; but they will not be 

needed in great numbers. It is doubtful whether - if the navy be 

maintained at a level which will permit those vigorous offensive 

measures necessary to assure victory - it would ever requi e more than 

another hundred thousand all told. 

The army (including the National Ciuard) begins with 44,500 men in 

our overseas possessions, and 425,000 at home. Another 200,000 will be 

needed to bring the National Guard to war strength, plus a few thousand 

s pecialist reserves. 

If our military establishments be maintained in a condi tion to 

produce such a fighting force quickly, and to stri e ,• i th it without 

loss of time, the result will be that few nations will challenge its 

power; and if any does, we shall be the deliverer and not the recipient 

of the terrible hammer-strokes of war. 

The forces enwnerated are well within the power of this nation 

to crea te and to maintain at full strength in war, without regimenting 

all our vast resources under a single control without wiping ut our 

democracy, without abandcning our Ameri can ways of life and govern.men~. 

From 11 
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By 
GEORGE FIELDING ELIOT 

Formerly Major, Milftary Intelligence"Iteserve, United Sates Army: 
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,HliT IS BEHIN TH~ N· Rh S RffiR OF PR ID T ROOSEVELT? 

Back of an intelligent armament ?rogram must e an intelliwent and consistent 

Foreign ?olicy . at shall e prepare for? e -ant an en Door in China. Are 

we read~ to go to r for it? ,e Nant the t rritorial in egrit~ of China rec: cted. 

Are e r .adJ' to go to wur for that? Are we illing to b·ck up .. orce an ar . an e

ment which we prefer on the As·atic Continent? Do e ·ant o fight for he P'1 lippines? 

Do we wish to control both ~ides of the Pacific? If so, hen :t is ui e lop:ic·.l 

to em· ark upon r vast program of naval expansion, to build many ne • n val 'ves and 

to fortify an island like Guam, five thousand mile~ est of San •ranc·sco . 

But if e are not willi to defend the above ~osit"ons, then it is te 

of a>ney and needless provocation to en. a e in s ·.:ch expansionism. 

Do e ish to join i th the re ainin democraci •. s of Europe in collective 

action against aggressors? Do e isb to unite ith En land and Fr nee to c~ec~ 

the d~namic ex. ansion of Germany and Italy? This ht involve us in another 

overseas exped:tion aQ in 1917, and e must therefore prepare fer such an eventuality 

bl not only cpanding our navy but b., building a v·.s army as :ell . 

President Roosevelt has een to ing ith this latter idea. Gre~t democrat 
. 

that he is, and outraged b~ the indecent aggreQsivene~s and ru 1 imperialism 

of the dictators, and e·.ring t t they are a J:lA ace to all free coun ries, he 

would like to "quarantine" th m, to unite the forces of democ ac 

and bJ pitting force· ainst foEe, to stop them. 

ainst them 

This is a courageous .ro · ra■. But resident Roosevelt, I am a raid is 

not reckoning 1th th true nature or his democ tic artn rs. The are not as 

excited abouts vin democ. ac~ as he is. The Tor Cbambe lain and ven Daladier 

are not u seriously disturbed by the spread of Fascism. The · are distur ed bJ the 

threat of Fasci t countri 0 s to their on impe ial interests. ere are po· e ful 
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elements in the population of France and ~reat Brit in ho are more concerned 

with checking industrial control, social progress and the gro ing po er of o~anized 

labor on the Continent than ·ith preserving democrac, and t ese ele ens re nos 

controling t heir governments. At u.nich it as not any fer, t the pressure of these 

po erful elements 1hich forced France and England to capitul~te to die tors~ip and 

to betra a democracy hich France, at l enst , ad pledged to defend. Th ~~e 1 ocr· cies 

also helped to strangle a l eg llJ elected democratic governn~nt in Spain b making 

it impossible for that govemmvn to }rocure mtm:tions to defend itself _ainst 

Hitler and ·aussolini ho used Franco as their tool. 

France and Great Britain want American milit:ry coo, er ction, »n no to def~nd 

democrac · in the orld, but to defend themselves - their im.erial interests, ,erhaps 

Tunisia and Corsica or British Colonial interests in Africa . President Roosevelt 

simpl does no talk the ame language as the h ds of the govPmmelis in France 

and in Gre·•t Britain although they ma~· us e the et inolog. 

In the name of def nr ing democrac, he AmPr can 100 le ou ~~t not to be 

stampeded into building a still more poverful war machine to bolP-ter U? French and 

British imperialism, the reb: repeating the tr, gic mistake ·.h ch .e ade in 1917. 

·e wqkt:x:twx should consent to no regional alliances, ho ever informal and 

tacit the~ may be. As a nat·on, we have no right to take si es in imperial 

rivalries. 

e should ~ve done our hare in the l ast ent"- ; e:- rs to effect a strong 

. world or anization for peace . That as the pr ram hich merica µresented to the 

na.tbns of the orld follo :ng the orld ar - collective ac ion for collective 

security. le failed to do it. e were un llin to a sum an · res onsibil"ty or 

make any sacrifice for a world organization for peace. f8 even refused to enter 

a orld Court which American st tesmen had helped to project and Am rican Presidents 

endorsed. Such joint c ion with all other nat ons of the orld for p ce ould 

have involved us in far les risk than the ne ideas with which some of our leader 
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are t ~ ing toda)' - joining i th one grou? of n tions n. a ins nother r oup of 

nations and dividing the ·orld into to ho tile c ps. 

The orld eing ht it is tod y, and mad dictntors being on h~ r ? ge it 

is of course necessar for a nat on liKe ours to be adeq tel·· rotected ainst 

attack. Because of our fo unu e geo " h·c 1 position, ch a.d . u e def n e 

need not be exce~sive and need not involve us in coloes 1 armament procraras. o 

n· t ~on will likel • mnKe , r u_on us, our ealth heing h t ·tis, ou. resources, 

our r aw mt r·a1, our man po er, our industrial ~chine d our staying po er. 

'e should forego all thou ht of adventurin in he r Pacific or ~ a in s·4ving 

the orld for democr cy on the battlefields of Europe. 

And e should never lo~e s ight t t t he a solution o r i n p ce in 

the orld i s not ament or ne trr lit legislation or re ional alli nces, L·t a 

'orld organization such as as tried follo ing t 4e orld ar nd d stroJed r ecause 

of lac~ of vision on the art of l eaders ·or t . e Jo o ers of E ro~e and r eca~se 

of the ~ac .ination of munition de .lers and ar erchants. The 8 A) ri ~nt 

ill h veto be made again - erhaps afte~ t . e n xt orld • r. 




