
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         158           56           576 
 
 

Pope Pius XI, 1939. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



\ 

\ 

POfE PIUS XI 
AGRE T RELIGIOU L~ DER AS ES 

With Some Reflections on the el tionshi Between 
the Papacy and he Jes Throu h the lges 

By 
Dr. A ba Hillel ilver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda morning, Februa • l P 19-9 



In one of the idrashim of our Literat re is the follo ing s 1 ement : 

II call heaven and e~rth to itness, be it a non...Je or a Je, e i a man 

or a woman, be it a man-servant or a maid servant , it all depends on the 

deeds of a man whether the holy soirit re ts upon hem or not . " 

Pope Pius XI was not on of our fai h . He was a supreme oon i 

of another faith . Yet by this dictum of thr Rabbis - th~t men are to be 

judged not bJ their race, rel "gious or sit lion in 1 · re, u b their deeds 

the holy spirit truly rested upon this man hose ,,assing the ole orld, 

at 1 ast what is left of it so~ itually uncorrupted, mourns toiay . 

y friends, a man is tested by his hour in history, ho· he meets 

the challenge of his day, ho he dis oses of the oroblems thr t • on 

him day by day . hat defines the character of man . Pope Piu lived in 

one of the most crucial times of hLstory, a ~eriod of vast disr ion nd chaos . 

For seventeen ~ea s of thi. oeriod, during w ich so man olitical and oc·a1 

upheavals took place in the world, he occupied the throne of t . Peter . He 

was the soiritual leader of more than three hundred and fift) million men . 

His follo ers belonged to all the countri0s of the earth, ome friendly 

to one another, some of them hostil to one another . Hi followers lived 

un er different Porms of government, some democr,tic, some autocrr ic, some 

totalitarian . In some f these countries they v·ere in th majorit; · n others, 

the min rity . he. furthermore belon ed to alls ages an .. 1 s of lie 

to all classes in society . And thBre wee sharp and b min i sues reachin 

into the very heart of government and society, dividing ople, rivin them 

into conflicts, ma~ing a dignatary situated as Pope t'ius XI was, at he head 

of an international organization of such scope ad diversit - if he ere 

more politically minded, might have chosen the way of astut and non-compromis ng 

neutrality on man im ortant matters, he ay of so man sate men of our 
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day - he could h ve skirted all the major issues of our day by an ad:oitness 

for which there is sufficient precedent not alone in the past histor of the 

Vatican but in nearly all the present-day chancelleries o the ear h . In 

fact , some governments would h've much ,refer red that type of a supreme 

pontif . The Nazis okesmen, ir.illledia el · upon he death of Pope ius XI 
ne• 

said the · they much preferred that the/nontif e more politically minded, 

that he should adjust him elf to the changes hrough a out ~ new i r ea 

established in he ~orld toda . 

Pope Pius XI did no choose to do hat . He ~a no give to 

adroit ecs or evasion . He was no a diplomat . He as a can o God . erev r 

hes w evil , falsehood, inj ustice he suo~e up again it · t c .a r ling 

and shattering dirnctne s . He used words not to cloak bu o reveal 

meaning . He was not beguiled b, the s ' am politiat shi boleth of appe eme t 

no current among he political rulers of h t. He at acked he 

lie of bloated nu ionali m n arro t racialism and state ab oluti m ~ fe 

la · l eaders of sates have had the courag to do . He emanded not ap ea emen 

but regener ion , reform and repentance . 

Pope Pius as a scholar . an · )P~rs of hi life were p nt amo _ 

books . For ·ear he ias head of a gre t libr r) . He as a home in all 

the garnered w; sdom of m nkind . He hi ory ad h si n~ficance of 

trends and move ents and he understood the practical imJl · c· ions of 

ooli i cal, oci 1 and economic philoso hies carried out o their logical 

conclu ions . He • s therefore auick to unde sand and a rai movement 

which developed in th post- ar Europe . He uick o un er and he 

disease the s iritual disease which spre· d in a spiri 

under- ourished Europe following the orld far, just 

11:Y w akened, 

ph .. ici s ere 

quick to appraise ph sical epidemics after the ~orld l ar s a re 1 

of mal-nutrition and filth br ought a out b. he orld iar . 
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Pope Pius said that man ind as heading back to b r Prism, to 

all the characteristic ways and thought of bar arism. He set his f ce 

against it. He saw, in the stampede towards so-called human regress, 

through the extermination of classes such as in the Soviet Union, or 

towards Fascist State Absolutism, the supremacy of the individual, or 

the blood tribalism and race mania of the Nazis, the plagues ot which 

warned of the approaching death of civilization. And he saw in violent 

anti-uemitism the evidence of another spiritual break up oft e orld 

an attack on all that Religion has stood for throu h the a es. 

o from the eminence of his exalted office, he spo~e uo against 

this madness and this danger. The fact that the Vatican entered into 

formal official relations with the Reich in 193~ and with the Italian 

Government following the Lateran Treaty in 1929 did not in thP east 

qualify his forthright denunciation. He seized every opportunity, either 

through an address to the College of Cardinals, or to a r up of pilgrims 

or seminarists or a formal encyclical or through the colum of the 

semi-official "0 servatore Rom no" to denounce the "false Christianity 

of the Nazis" and their brutal methods, "the cross that is not he 

cross of Christ", the bloated nationalism hich he cha acterized as 

"erroneous and dangero s" and racism and race arity as "detestable". 
ear 

hen Hitler last/went to Rome, Pope Pius eliberately left 

Rome so as not to be in the same cit with h m. When Musso ini, under 
pseudo-

re~sure of the Beiin axis yielded to the racial/ c·ence of berlin 

and anno ced a new race credo, the Pope lost no time in attac ing him. 

He called it "a great and serious error wh"ch re ched the steps of the 

alt r, touc ing Catholic doctrine." He said: "This ver da e have receive 

grave news. Thins h ve now reached t e -:)Oint f true a oc,tasy. It is 

no loner a question ofideas bein ri ht or wrong. It i the entire 
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spirit of he doctrine which iis contrary to the f a ith of Chri t . Te · orld 

is a flicted b, exaggerated f o ms of n~tionalism, hich e h· ve alre y e

plored as dangerou on )revious occasions . 

"Thi r- extreme na tionalism impedes t e health life of the s i it, 

raises barriers betreen peoples, and is con t r r - not only to thP la of our 

good Lord but to the faith itc:elf . " 

"And anti-Semitism", he dec l ared," is a move.,en :hich Chri r- ians 

cannot share . It i s not oof' sible or Christians to +ake o .rt in 

Anti- emitism." 

In an editorial he ded "The Traged of' IsrE1 el", he f' a i : 

"The foes of the Jewish eople are w ging ar no only a ain t he .J e s u 

also a ainst God, and against the religiou values. This ough to be 

aken into consider~tion hen w tching the resent traged of the oeople 

of Israel . " 

Pooe Pius , when he read of the frightful ha oenings o he Jews, 

ordered rayers in all he churches o Chris tendom to be r Ped uo or the 

persecuted Jes . Last March, hen the frightfu scenes in Vienna shocked 

the world, as a gesture of good ill and a slap ·n the face to the Nazis, 

a an aopeal to he world to emanate his act , Pope Pius sent a money 

grant to Jewish refu eee, to the widow and two d ughter of German-.Tewish 

sc i entist , Heinrich Hertz . hile Germany and I aly ere riving Jewish 

professors from their universi ies , r oe ius ap ointed a a ) bol and 

a challenge t o emin ,.,nt Jewish s cholars , Levi Civita and • rofessor Voltera to 

the new Papal Academy of cience . Remember this was not the ork of an 

individual who was not held in re traint of office but one who sin 

a osition which affects the ortunes of three hundred fifty mi lion~ of 

followers in all p rts of the or ld . 
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There have been other popes who in critical times for Isr el 

spoke up in defense of our oeople . But that v;as not always the case. 

It would be strange to expect such uniformit of a titude in the 

shifting cenes of nearl two thousand years, from more . an tio 

hundred s:ixty oopes who occuoied that high office, who dif ered in 

temper, chGracter, background. An~ remember, all of these men wee head 

of a Religion op_osed to Judaism, and a religion hich throughout its 

history, fought heretics and infidels. 

But, by an large the attitude of th ~es ithin the church 

except in periods of reaction to hoqtile movements iithin the Church , 

such as follo ed the Reformation, • h · n 

li..i s , bett r b;y 

as if no c rdial, airly 

t e '1rovi c: ~l c rg ho ere u ce'1 i le 

to loc~l tern er, sought po~er, Eain or ores i e b excessive zeal against 

the Jews . While the O. e was sho ing ymp the ic inter rt in the life 

of our people in these critic 1 imes, a rieqt ·n hi church, ouc-1nds 

of miles awa rom Rome nd no so m ny mils va from Cleveland as makin 

his hard-boiled speeches and denouncin the Jes. 

'd thin the p 1 domain - remem er t t rou hou mo~ of the 

.iiddle Ages the P pac' v1a .. alc-o a oolitic 1 te ove wh·ch it ruled -

in it the Je fared on h av r ge , better n ·n oth r Cathol ·c 1 nds. 

Ther were n0 mass cres. The ·ere no entirel eYoelled, so tht t the 

City of Rome, the home of the Pope repre~ents today the olde t Je ·ish 

communit in Europe show an un r oken hi tory of necrl;y ninetee hundred 

·ears. It remained or du olini to adopt course of ction hich 

threatens to destroy this J e ,i h communi t ·,hich h 

hi~tor in Rome, in the 1 9th centur. 

an unbrok n life 

Th form 1 attitu es of the popes wa 

in the Sixth Century as follows: "Jes re no 

def ·ned b Gr gor r the Gre t 

to be de tro d. They re 
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not to be convert db) force . The re to e tolerc ted a~ li vinp v•i tnes e 

of the truth of the Chris in tradit · on , as proof of he his or·c r cord 

of Chri c:•tiani ty . They are to be .rept epar te and in inferior osi ions 

to Christirns , tu t v i thin thee restrictions , to e ~rotected b. 1 w. 

They must not beco e the c::ub:ect of lawlec- ne s , mo violence, xproori' ti,..m . 

he:,y muPt not be interfered with in t eir •·or i . Their ce□eterie 

muct not be desecrlted and they ehould not e ~ron ed in cour ~ of l 

becruse of their faith . " 

There ere times , of courre , when under c ref~ of orld u V< 1 , 

the Papac as intolerant . Thus, for ex mple dur · r~ he er ion 

vhich follo ed the Crusades , the L tern Co cil o 115 imoo ed cert in 

res r·ctions upon he Jew . The Jes Pre to er r~eciQl dre~ . They 

were not to hold public office and C ri~ti inde ed .e~s to Jes • s 

nullified hrough a mor oriurn . 16th C r - The Poe decreed 

the ghetto for the Je • Je s ere forced to attend L;a holic ervicef in 

the hope of beincr converted b, hem . In the 17th Gen r 
' 

o .Je. could 

practice medicine ·i thin he a ac • 

The Crusades o 1 96 m rked the beginning of 10 cen rie of 

martyrdom for the Jev s . It w s the rn · ng in in Je'wi . h hirtor . 0 

much of relit: ious 9 sion v· s let loo. e i e wo l d h· t i ook cen rie 

before those ') ion er fi all brou h 1. thin ound • 'hen the Cru:=; de 

et OU to cao ur holy 1 nd f r om he • ~-a in_, es , the cam upon .J ev,i c:-h 

communities . It occurred to them, as one chronicler t ted - hy go 

to the Est to destr o infidel . en there re n i el he e ho rue . ied 

our Lord? One chronicler of th·t per iod ~ ri e : "Beho d ·e are goin 

on a lon j o rne in c- :,rch of th Hol epulchre and .o t reven e 

on the Ihm eli P , and behold e , the Jes live on us hose fore her 
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have killed and crucified him for no reason; let us r evenge ourselves 

on them first and let us exterminate them as a nation and may the name 

of Isr· el be remembered no more; or else may the r become ar we a re and 

ma they profess our religion." 

The Crusades inaugur ted a hi tory of blood persecution; 

they ·massacred thousands of Jews in Europe alone with the unleas ing o 

this religiousptssion. There were naturally also unleashed many wild 

charges and accusations to ju~tify the persecution of this people. So 

the Jews were charged with all kinds of crimes, with de ecrating he 
r 

host, with poisoning of Viell and with ritual ml/der. By the way this 

WGS a charge which was launched againLt early Chr·stians in the i rly 

oman Empire. By the close of the 15th century, ther ere fifty 

ca es, the first of which occurred in EnglE..Dd in 1144 under William of 

Norwich. Th re was no reason for this prep terous accu~ation. It v-a 

jut one of those stupid things and because of it very stuoidity, 

captivated the minds of the people. In 1227, they appealed to Pope 

Innocent IV. He i sued an encyclical in which he said: "Cert in of the 

clerg · and !)rinces, nobles and great lords of your nioceses have falsel~ 

devised certain odlefs plans gainst the Je, unju tly depriving 

them by force of their oropert, and aporoprititing it themselves; they 

falsel charge them with dividin up amon themselves on the Passover 

the heart of a murdered boy. Christians believe th t the law of the 
in 

Jews prescribes this to them, whilst/a their law the very reverse is 

ordained. In fact, in their mali ·e, they a cribe every murder, whe ever 

it chance to occur, to Jes. And on the round of thee and other fabri-

cations, the are fi lled with ra ea ain them, rob them of their oo sessions 

without an formal accus tion, without confes ion, and ithout le al tr al and 
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conviction. Contrary to the privileges graciousl granted to them from the 

Apostolic chair, and opposed to God and His justice, the 0 1 ~res t~e Jews 

by starvation, imprisonment, and b: other torutres and su fering; they 

afflict them with all kinds of punishments , and sometimes even dondemn them 
• 

to d ath, so thc t the Je, s, although living under Chri~tian orinces , are in 

a worse plight than were their ancestors in Egypt under the Pharaohs . The 

are driven to leave in despair the land in which their f the ·s h·ve dwelt 

since the memory of man . Since it is our pleasure that they shall not 

be dis ressed, e ordain that ye behave toward them in fr·endly and 

kind mrnner . •henever any unjuRt~tacks upon them come under your no ice, 

redrec s their injuries, and do not suffer them to be vi ited ·n the fu ure 
la 

bJ similar tri b;;f ions." 

These were no ,le, generous words spoken in a critical hour. 

But unfortunately the ere of little vail. T ere ere charges o r ual 

murder over and over again. 

- 1272. Gregor;,y X. 

As late a 1763 t' e Jews of Poland had t ~rite to he o e 

orotesting against the fr ud of ritual murder charges. In our on day, 

mind you - this i the 20th cent ry, it remained for he Nazis and their 

chiPf s pokesman, Streicher to revive the ritual murder ch, rge in he 20th 

century. 

A ord should be said in conclusi n about the attitu of 

Pope Pius toi rd social roblems generally. In Ma, 19 1, on the 40th 

anniversary of Leo XIII, Pooe Pius Xi is ued an encyclic 1 no·· kno n s 

"Rerum Nov rum" in which he advocAted a courageious and r s eeinf soc·n1 

pro ram for the est blishm -nt of social justice based on the Chris ian 

g tradition. It is a rem rkable document which men of all ith should 
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read. One may differ with some of its points, but on canno differ or find 

fault with the truly )roohetic spirit hich permeats h t gre" document ·••}iich 

challenges the conscience of mankin to rectify wrong ithout violence. 

While he vi ·orously defends the ri ht of ~riv e 0ro erty he 
the 

nevertheless stresses/social as ect of the use of property. The common 

good must be taken into account. The s tate has a right in a riendly oirit 

to control the use of priv te ~ro erty, to hring it into h r11ony with the 

public good. In other vords, he finds the middle road bet,een inaividualiRm 

and collectivism. 

In thi great docunent, he defines the legal righ s of ca i al 

and labor. Neither has a right to all the ~rofits of industry. Both must 

share advantages. He called attention to the social menace o disposse ed 

propertyless laboring and agricultural masses of the world . He i rns 

that unle.s conditions are corrected in he worl, there ·'ill be a revolu ion 

in the orld. He urge jut wags for laborer and ~e defines hat he 

means by just •;· ges - wages suffici nt to su ')Ort an entire amily so th~t 

mothers need not be driven from the horn to suprylenent the income, a a e 

large enough to en ble the laborer to ~e a "de mode t su olu for himrel, 

perhaps to attain some property . He arns of the scourge of employment 

and sees the sol tion in higher a es and in ern tion 1 economic coooer,tion 

to normalize the economic roce ses of the worl. 

He defen& the ri ht of unioniza ion an the org n 7 tion ~ 

both emplo ers and employes not for the urpose of cla s ~tru gle bu for he 

ur oce of coop tion. He counsels at all times a minimum of te contr 1. 

One would define the attitude of the ope o ·ard the social 

problems in terms of rogre siveness and liberali m. 
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So , my friends , we see here a re~t s ~irit . o all men in all 

things have agreed ith him , can agr ee with him . On many thins men of 

good iill take shar• i sues . Undoubtedly, ho ever , he e ·as a man ho 

in times of peace or wides re · d animosity and bitterness ands rife called 

for sympathy, charity and good will . Of him it may truly be ~aid , ~ t 

our n.a.bbis said : "The righteous amon the non-Tews mo~t a s suredly h ve 

a portion in the orld to come ." 
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regime, and in Hungary where a 
nu merus clausus for Jews has been 
introduced. The paper also tried 
to check the anti-Jewish wave in 
Poland, urging the priests to ex
ercise a restraining influence on 
the masses. 

A particularly strong impression 
was made by an article under the 
heading, "The Tragedy of I rael," 
published in the "Os ervatore 
Romano." "The foes of the Jewish 
people," the official organ of the 
Pope pointed out, "are waging war 
not only against the Jews but also 
against God, and against the relig
ious values. This ought to be 
taken into consideration when 
watching the present tra.gedy of 
the people of Israel." 

The article made an unusually 
strong imprC'ssion, especially in 
view of the fact that the Pope, one 
day before, had expre :ied the same 
idea addressing the Cardinals who 
had come to extend to him greet
ings. 

In the fight conducted by the 
heralds and theoreticians of blood 
purity who want to erect "barriers 
between men and men, between 
one nation and another," Pope 
Pius XI, as a grea scholar and 
courageous man, took a very reso
lute attitude. There i , as he had 
pointed out recently at a public 
audience, not only the question of 
defending Christian principles and 
teachings, but the dignity and 
value of human feelings , and the 
possibility of future collaboration 
of the human family which is also 
at stake. 

In this fight the Pope play an 
important, perhaps the decisive 
role. 

Asks Canadian Welcome 
0 tawa (JTA) - ocial Credit 

Leader M. J. Coldwell, in a peech 
before Parliament which wa well 
received by a majority of the mem
bers present, compared the refugee 
problem at the beginning of the 
century to the present situation 
and pointed out that Canada's 
leaders at th at time welcomed the 
refugees with open arms. He plead
ed that the Government open the 
gates to both J ewish and Gentile 
refugees. 
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A more recent indication of fascist 
intolerance was the publication of the 
Italian racial credo, written by a group 
of university professors, officially back
ed by Mussolini. In this strange docu
ment, the Italian pedantics agreed on 
Aryan supremacy, agreed that Italy 
should call its civilization and popula
tion Aryan-and indicated that steps 
should be taken against Jews. 

Instead of allowing the Vatican 
newspaper to reply, the Pope himself, 
24 hours later, deli ered his answer in 
the presence of several dozen French 
nuns: 

"This very day we have received 
grave news. Things have now reached 
the point of true apostasy. It is no 
longer a question of ideas being right 
or wrong. It is the entire spirit of the 
doctrine which is contrary to the faith 
of hrist. The world is afflicted by 
exaggerated forms of nationalism, 
which we have already deplored as 
dangerous on previous occa ions. 

"This extreme nationalism impedes 
the healthy life of the spirit, raises bar
riers between peoples, and is contrary 
not only to the law of our good Lord 
but to the faith itself." 

Thus did Pope Pius sound the open
ing note, on the side of tolerance, in 
what promises to be a battle royal 
against Mussolini's aping of the Nazi 
policies of exaggerated racism. And for 
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the Vatican, made mellow and conser
vative by the passing centuries, the pre
ceding statements by the Osservatore 
Romano and Pope Pius XI, are dyna
mite, an intimation of how the Church 
may handle Mussolini in the near fu
ture. 

As concerns its peace with Germany, 
the Vatican has been even more disap
pointed. On July 20, of 1933, Hitler 
and the Vatican made their pact, the 
Concordat, in which Hitler solemnly 
swore that he would allow the Catholic 
church to continue its schooling and 
services unhampered in Germany, and 
that he would permit youthful Cath
olics their own social activities. 

Unmindful of the fact that 70 years 
ago Prince Bismarck launched a 17-
year war against the Catholic church in 
Germany, and in the end admitted de
feat, Hider last year, with an eye on 
Germany's hundreds of thousands of 
Catholic youngsters, began side-step
ping his agreements. 

Through a series of trumped-up elec
tions, Hitler voted a large number of 
Catholic institutions out of existence. 
Then, he took from Catholic children 
the right to attend Sunday morning 
mass, by forcing them to participate in 
his Sunday morning Brown Shirt 
Youth Club drills. 

The Vatican reacted quickly. One 
night, last year, an airplane landed out
side of Munich, and was met by two 
dozen automobiles. The occupants of 
the plane distributed envelopes to the 
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