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MOSES AND JESUS PEAK TO TH IR FOLLO S TODAY 
A Sermon on the Occasion of Passover and F.aster 

By 
Ra bi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, April 9, 1959 



Passover, my friends, is our oldest festival. Easter is Chri tianity's 

most important festival. The founder of Judaism, in one sense, the founder 

of the Jewish nation, Moses, established the Festival of Passover. The 

founder of Christianity, Jesus, by his death, according to the trad tion of his 

followers, by his resurrection at the time of the Passover Festival, established 

Easter. 

The Last Supper at which Jesus presided in the company of his disciples, 
in 

was in all orobability a Seder. The bread he gave his disciples, 1all orobabilit, 

was the matzah. The Church of Rome, to this day, uses an unleavened wafer for 
as 

the Eucharist because it regards he Last Supper/having been a Seder. The wine 

Jesus gave his disciples that night was in all probability the Pa~sover wine. 

In one place in the New Testament, Jesus has actually spoken of the pascal 

lamb of Passover. 

The churches of Asia continued for many centuries to celebrate the death 

and the resurrection of Jesus on the fourteenth day of Nisan regardless of 

whether that day fell on Frida or not, the ay on which the Jewish Passover 

begins. In the Western churches, if the fourteenth of Nisan did not fall on 

a Friday, the death of Jesus was commemorated on the Friday following the 

fourteenth of Nisan - Good Friday, and the resurrection on Sunday. 

Thus, Passover and Easter are closely related in the point of calendar. 

They are related also in a deeper sense. F;fteen centuries, a proxim tely, 

separate Moses from Jesus. Fifteen hundred years of history, a long tretch 

of time, many cycles ha e intervened. Yet both Mose and Jesus were Jews. 

Both belonged to the race of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Both worshiped the 

same God. Both lived and suffered for the same high moral Jewish principles. 

Jesus not only stemmed physically from the Jewish people, but spiritually 

also. His teachings are definitely within the main stream of Jewish thought, 

a different emphasis here and there, a different approach here and there; but 
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essentially they are one ·. ith the classic thought of prophetic and pharasaic 

Judaism. 

There are various reasons why the teachings of Jesus in the course of 

time led to the establishment of a distinct sect in Judaism and led to the 

establishment of a distinct religion apart from Judaism. But we need not, st 

this time, go into the reasons for it. What we are interested in at the moment 

is that sound and impartial scholarship has established without a doubt the 

authentic Jewish character of the teachings of Jesus, Judaism hich in his day 

enjoyed a high de ree of spiritual advance. It was one of the flowering periods 

in the history of Israel. The different emphases are not unimportant. The 

diffeent approaches are not of little consequence. Quite the contrary. 

Thus the religion of Moses and of the prophets which followed Moses 

was largely concerned with moral conduct while the religion of Jesus, the 

teachings of Jesus were largely concerned with ersonal salvation. Jesus 

~s a mystic. Jesus lived at a time when he and many Jews believed that the 
end 

world was fast approaching the/DDIZ of its mundane cycle. The world was 

coming to an end. A new order was about to be ushered in by God. The 

old order was perishing, and all sinners and evil doers would be caught, 

tra ped, as it were, in the pangs, in the birth throes of this new order 

which was coming to be; that only those who would purge themselves rigorously 

of their sins, would cleanse themselves spiritually would be allowed to enter 

the new order, the new kingdom which God was about to establish. Hence Jesus 

did not counsel an ethics, a moral code for a continuing world, but rather an 

ethics for a world in extreme. His was an ethics of escape from the coils 

of this world. 

Jesus counselled his people not to resist evil, because evil would of 
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itself be destroyed by the merciful intervention of Goa. What was important 

was for the individual to purify himself, to prepare himself as auickly as 

possible for that state of spiritual purity which would admit him to the 

Kingdom which was coming rapidly. Jesus laid emphasis on the new world, the 

new order. 

Moses was a prophet. Moses was interested, as were all prophets, to 

succeed in the moral amelioration of mankind of a continuing world. Moses 

was interested in building a more perfect society here through human efforts 

and through divine guidance, of course. He was, therefore, not a pacifist. 

He counselled his people to resist evil, to engage in an aggressive onslaught 

upon social iniquity. This difference is not inconsequential. 

There was also a sharp difference in the temper and destiny cf these 

two great spiritual figures who stand at the head of two great religions 

of mankind. Moses was a revolutionist. He want ed his people to throw off 

their yoke of tyranny. He was an emancipator. He was a nation-builder. He 

was a statesman and a l aw-giver as well as a great religious genius, who actually 

guided the destiny of a nation for forty years and brought them to the 

threshold of the Promised Land. 

Jesus was no political figure at all. He occupied no official position 

of leadership either in the political or religious life of the nation. He was 

an independent religious and moral teacher of extraordinary spiritual sensitiveness, 

of extraordinar;) ethical insight. He was a messianic figure, an apocalyptic 

dl!!RDler, as it were, who shed his brief but piercing radiance, for he died 

very young. He was a man who had a gbrious vision of a reborn society 

in a new order which God had established, after the collapse of this old 

world order. 
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0ne associates with Moses power, wedded with great humility. One 

associates with Moses majestic austerity, a strong sense of justice, 

loyalty, self-sacrifice. With Jesus, one associates an extraordinary me sure 

of pity, compassion, tenderne sand love for the poor, the humble and the handi

capped, for the down-trodden. 

When you have said all this, when you have brought attention to the 

differences in temperament, in destiny, when ou have said all that, the 

facts still remain that both belong to the extraordinary galaxy of world

~haping personalities which Israel gave to mankind. Both molded history. 

Both had and have millions of followers today. Both, and the e chings 

of both are being widely attacked today and widely repudiated in the orld 

today. The followers of Jesus today are numerically f ar greater. They make 

up one-third of the earth's population. They make up practically the entire 

population of Europe. It is they who are determining the affairs of the 

world, practically the entire world with the possible exception of the 

Far Ea.st. 

And yet the world has never witnessed such a complete repudiation 

of all the things that this man of sorrow lived for, suffered for, as on 

this Easter morning of 1959. Look about you in the world today and you 

will be frightened by what seems to be a complete moral debacle, a sickening 

sight, a horrible mess. There never was a more wicked and faithless age. 

Everything that the loveable and tragic Jesus lived for, died for, is being 

tm.mpled under foot by those who bear his name, by those who pay lip service 

to him. 

On the very day of his crucifixion, on Good Friday, Italy, a Christian, 

Catholic country, the seat of the Universal Catholic Church - on Good Friday, 
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this Christian land chose cynically and contemptuously to invade a small 

neighboring country, shed •innocent blood and to subjugate free and innocent 

people. And on this Easter norming, this great Christian country is 

jubilated over this triumph of might over right. This is not an isolated 

phenomenon. If it were, it would be sad enough. But unfortunately, it is 

not. It is only a symbol of universal practice in the world today. It is 

part of a program of power politics which has become so popular in the world 

today. It sacrifices peoples and groups with total cynical disregard, robs 

and loots and destroys, breaks treaties, fills the air with lies, poisons 

hearts with hate and proclaims the return and triumph of force and terror -

Satan in the world. 

In Christian "Spain" today fierce and brutal reprisals are taking 

place against all those who are defeated in a bloody civil war which lasted 

nearly three years, a civil war in which Catholic Christians slew Catholic 

Christians, in which one million men, women and children were slain. 

There are two million men who have been blacklisted by the victorious 

government as criminals - in other words, as proper victims of force and 

brutal reprisal which is now on the way. These men will be destroyed, 

imprisoned in the name of the Catholic Religion which has seemingly 

triumphed with General Francisco Franco. Count Romanones, one of the 

triumphant leaders of ~atholic Spain declared recently: "We must mistrust 

Humanitarianism" and in so doing, he echoed the words of that 

of Berlin, Goebbels: "Talk of Humanitarianism and morals is simply 

disgusting to us." 

The teachir.igs of Jesus have been replaced by the teachings of these 

spokesmen and exponents of power politics in the W,estern World today. So 
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during the year, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia were ravaged. One country after 

another is being put under the rule of "Heil". 

Today the highways are being choked with tens of thousands and hundreds 

of thousands of refugees who, because they belong to the religion to which 

Jesus belonged, :tare been uprooted from their homes, stripped of their possessions 

and c st out as pariahs, wandering on the face of the earth seeking homes, with 

no place on which to rest their tired heads. Nineteen hundred years after 

this gentle Jesus proclaimed to the world his mission of peace, his followers 

have converted the whole world into one vast arms producin factory. The ealth 

of nations is being converted into arms for killing. The skill of man is being 

converted to the artistry of the most skillful instruments of destruction. The 

whole energies of nations is being harnessed into one task of producing 

weapons of war. Arms are being piled mountain high. And upon the brow of 

this gentle Jesus in 1959, another crown of thorns is being pressed, a crown 

of bayonets. Incense is being offered up to him - incense of poison gast 

What was it that he taught his followers? Contrast his teachings with 

the practices of his pu;ils, followers today. Ho contradictory and what 

a shameful betrayalt He said unto them: "Blessed are the meek, for they 

shall inherit the earth". Jesus was the meekest of men. Humility - that 

was one of the supreme virtues m! attributed by Judaism . . Today the air 

is charged with all kinds of crimes - arrogance, national chauvenism 
would 

racial conceits are rampant - that racial conceit which in Italy/make 

this man, Jesus who is thie morning being worshiped in every church 

in Jtaly, an outcast because he was a non-Aryan Jew. "Blessed are the 

meek". How cynically this preachment is being disregarded today. 

He said: "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied." "Right, Justice". Where is 

right and justice in the conscience of the Christian nations today? 
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He said: "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercyt" Where 

is this Christian charity today? In the contration camps of Germany? In Spain 

today? In Albania? 

He said: "Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God." Our 

age is full of impurities; lying propaganda fills the air. Men's hearts are 

poisoned with hate, intrigue, stealing, trickery, plotting against one another. 

He said: "Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the 

children of God." Today it is terror that rules theworld. And yet, these 

teachings of Jesus, my friends, all of the Jewish teachings, afe the 

eternal truths - humility, righteousness, mercy, purity, peace - they alone 

bless us. All else is a malediction. All else is a curse - and that is the 

curse of our age. 

And I am wondering what Jesus would say today to his followers if he 

looked over his world from the Cross on Calvary. I think, first of all, he would 

be inclined to say, Ye hypocrites! Ye betray me every day! Ye crucify me 

again and again. Your battlefields and your hates are again my Via Dolorosa. 

Your inhumanities are again my golgothat Your myriads of churches in which 

you chant hymns in my honor are a lamentation unto me and an abomination for 

they are a rebuke to the blatant faithlessness of yourselves and to my utter 
strive for a 

defeat. He would then urge them to/spiritual regeneration, for a cleansing 

of their hearts, for the day is fast approaching for the end of the old order 

which will perish in blood and suffering tDlless men repent and change their 

ways. 

But it is not likely that the world in 19~9 will listen to him as 

it has not listened to him now for nineteen hundred years. 

And what would Moses, the faithful shepherd say unto his pupils 

today, his people who are wandering across the face of the world suffering? 
I think that he would say unto them. Remember the day that Ie went out 
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of ~gypt? There was persecution then and slavery and terror and torture. 

There was a Pharaoh then, cruel, relentless, bound to destroy the Jews, bound 

to destroy their children. You groaned then llllder his yoke. Remember the 

Feast of Passover in Egypt, "loins girded, shoes on their feet, staffs in 

their hands" ready to move forward into the wilderness, into exile - refugees, 

but for whom exile turned to freedom and the wilderness turned into a 

Promised Land. Remember the ancient promise which never failed. I am 

removed from you by thirty-five centuries ...• Remember. Look at the pyramids 

which were built in my day. That civilization is perished. Their faiths 

are a hollow superstition. Their race is gone. Their language is gone, dead. 

You are alive~ You the descendants, who helped to build those pyramids of the 

dead, are alive and your faith is still challenging the world, and you, your 

sons, your daughters will achieve today greatly, mightily, in every field, 

oft-times to the envy and despair of your enemies. You are rebuilding today, 

after three exiles, with vigor, faith, with new courage your ancient 

homeland. Yours is a far nobler generation than the one in which I lived. 

You have no reascn to despair my children, I believe Moses would say, 

from the top of Mt. Neboh where he stood at the close of his long and 

critical career. He would admonish us to pay close heed to the words 

which we read in the ~eder story. "In every generation it is incumbent upon 

every Israelite to regard himself as if he actually had gone out of Egypt .. 

not only our ancestors did the Holy One, blessed be He redeem, but also us 

did he redeem with them." 

Passover 1959 - Easter 1959. They are not happy holidays toia~ for 

Jews or Christians. There is very little to celebrate today. The fate 

of oses and the fate of Jesus is the fate ·or the religion of Israel which 

both symbolize. Both look beyond the hour, the moment, the present. The 
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future belongs to them. The future belongs to these two men of the spirit 

who held aloft to their generation and to all succeeding generations -

light, a vision of redemption, peace, blessedness to the habitations of 

men. Humility, righteousness, purity, brotherliness, forgiveness, reconciliation, 

peace. "Blessed are the men and women in this troubled day of ours who remain 

faithful to their vision. Blessed are these people. Blessed are those tho 

hunger after righteousness. Blessed are the meed in heart. And blessed, 

too, are they who are persecuted for tk righteousness' sake - for theirs is 

the Kingdom of Heaven. "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 

persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil a ainst you falsely for 

my sake." Blessed are all those who believe, and believing, serve in 

faithfulness. Amen. 

j 
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Passover, my friends, is our oldest festival. Christianity's 

one sense, the founder most important festival. The founder of J 

of the Jewish nation, Moses, es Festival of Passover. The 

founder of by his death, according to the tradition of his 

followers, s resurrection at the time of the Passover Festival, established 

--~>• The Last Supper at which Jesus presided in the company of his disciples, 
i 

, . 

was in all probability a Seder. The bread he gave his disciples~/eJJ t 2 1:11•~¥, 

was the matzah. The Churcb of Rome, to this day, uses an unleavened wafer for 
as 

the Eucharist because it regards the Last Supper/ having been a Seder. The wine 

Jesus gave his disciples that night was in all probability the Passover wine. 

In one place in the New Testament, Jesus B95 actually spoken o~the pascal 

lamb of Passover. 

The churches of Asia continued for many centuries to celebrate the death 
,:\ 

and the resurrection of Jesus on the fourteenth day of N~san regardless of 

whether that day fell on Friday or not• th:_ da on hich the Jewish Passover - In the Western churches, if the fourteenth of Nisan did not fall on 

a Friday, the death of Jesus was commemorated on the Friday following the 

fourteenth of Nisan - Good Friday, and the resurrectio~on Sunday. 

Thus, Passover and Easter are closely related in point of calendar. 

They are related also in a deeper sense. F;fteen centuries, approximctely, 

separate Moses from Jesus. FifteeP hundred 3JMIIP.,. f1l Prl9'ti 

a£ time many crc~e~ ha.vfLin.terl:&n&Q. Yet both oses and Jesus were Jews. 

Both belonged to the race of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Both worshiped the 

same God. Both lived and suffered for the same high moral Jewish principles. 

Jesus not only stemmed physi cally from the Jewish people, but spiritually 

also. His teachings are definitely within the main stream or Jewish thought, 

a different emphasis here and there, a different approach here and there; but 

--- --
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important festival. The founder of the Jewish nation, Moses, esta-
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probability the Passover wine. In one place in the New 

Jesus is actua lJy spoken of as the pas ca 1 lamb of Passover. 
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essentially ~l' n •. 1th the classic thought of prophetic and 

Judaism. out 
~ are -varloue reasons why the teaching.,. of J'88tl the course of 

ti me le,d to tn& es-ta1'1ishment -o~ a distinct 

establishment of a distinct religion om .Judaism. But we need not, at 

this time, go into the reasons_.fo.-"-..._.."_ What we are interes-ted in at · the moment 

is that sound 

authentic Jewis .._.......,___,of_ t.he- teaehi.ngs- of' .Jesus, .Tudaism which in his day 
. 

ttte-1 ad'Vmlce. -I~ as one or-the flowering periods 
f-ilte ~ 

in the ~ . , . t emphase~ftll!llllM!,.-tffl':!~,eii,i-,._ 
'tHer?N~ r, ,{kJ 'IQl!n::Jd Grt> ..51£_¥/·r,e~C) 

/.. dllimmt, a,pprruf&es are not.~-~i:1rtt1'-~ Qm.te -tha contracy.. 
~ 

The 

'JI&& ,1ie religion of Moses and of the prophets which followed Moses 

a large! concerned with moral conduct while ~• 1el:tg:l:on 01' Jesasi, the 

teachings of Jesus weretlargeJ~ concerned with personal salvation. wo■ g 

J.s £ mpsi,e. Jesus lived at a time when he and many Jews believed that the 
end 

world was fast approaching the/•0»IJ" of its mundane cycle. The world was 

coming to an end. A new order was about to be ushered in by God. The 

old order was perishing, and all sinners and evil doers would be ~,·5' ti 

trapped as it were, in b!i6 f)m,gs,, in the birth throes of this new orde~ 

,.._. only those who would purge themselves rigorously 

of their sins, would cleanse themselves spirituall~ would be allowed to enter 

the new w:d.aa...-iDfi._.aw-kingdom which God was about to establish. Hence Jesus 

did not coun'sel an ethics for a continuing ,1orld, but rather an 
{) 

ethics for a world in extreme/\ His .,,as an ethics of es~ape from the coils 

of this world. 

Jesus counsel' his people not to resist evil, because evil would of 
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essentially his teachings are consistent with the classic thought 

of prcphetic and Pharisaic Judaism. Yet there were not unimportant ~ 
I 

differences of emphases. The differences in approach are significant. 

/; The religion of Moses and of the prophets which followed Moses ~ 

was concerned largely with moral conduct while the teachings of Jesus 

were concerned largely with personal salvation. Jesus lived at a 

time when he and many Jews believed that the world was fast approaching ' 
I 

the end of its mundane cycle. The world was coming to an end. A new I 
orde/ was about to be ushered in by God. The old order was perishing, 
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selves rigorously of their sins, would cleanse themselves spiritually, 

would be allowed to enter the new kingdom which God was about to 
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~l.a~~~ ... _...,.._~chose cynically and contemptuously to invade a small 
to 

neighboring country, shed "innocent blood
1
1111i to subjugate free and innocent 

people. Ared en this Easter norming, this t Christian country is , ( 

jµbf]stsd 97cc: tbfe triumph of might over right. This is not an isolated 

phenomenon. I£ 1+.. ~&p..:i ~.,. sad en h. But. unfortuna-te-ly, 1-t. is 

Qll~'-- ~bol or universal pmct ce in the world today. It is 

part of~ pr~g~ of pew,r psl#iiss vbjch bes bec0me so ,,..,amr h 1h: world 
Wh•C" le 

:toci-......,, .... sacrifices peoples and groups with total cynical disregard, robs 

and loots and destroys, breaks treaties, fills the air with lies, poisons 

hearts with hate and proclaims the return and triumph of force and terror -

Satan in the world. ,, ., 
In Christian ~pain.f today fierce and brutal reprisals are taking 

place against all those who_tre-defeated in a bloody civil war Wfti~-..lflted 

neala'.~ ~Dllll=•IWll~.a...ail~ .... 98r in which Catholic Chri tians slew Catholic 

Christians, in which one million men, women and children were slain. 

wo million men w have been blacklisted by the victorious 

government as criminals - in other words, as proper victims of fM"'l~IIIMI& 
0 

brutal reprisal which is now J:. ., These men ill be d111r • d. 
imprisone~•in the name or the Catholic Religion which has seemingly 

triumphed with General Francisco Franco. Count Romanones, one of the 

triumphant leaders or Catholic Spain declared recently: "We must mistrust 

Humani taria.nism" and in so doing, he echoed the words of that S l) 1-4 >'I 

of Berlin, Goebbels: "Talk of Humanitarianism and morals is simply 

disgusting to us." 

The teachings of Jesus have been replaced by the teachings of these 
)1~e✓ 

spokesmen and I; I ••ts oxpowerd'o 

(J ,,.i 
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of the Catholic Religion which has seemingly triumphed with General 

Francisco Franco. Count ~omanones, one of the triumphant leaders of 

Catholic Spain declared recently: ''We must mistrust Humanitarianism" 

and in so doing, he echoed the words of that Satan of Berlin, Goebbels: 
• ''Talk of Humanitarianism and morals is simply disgusting to us." 

The teachings of Jesus have been replaced by the teachings of 

these spokesmen of maked power. 
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ring the year, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia were ravaged. One country after 

another is being put under the rule of "Heil". 

Today the highways are being choked with t1■1 •• t,I suable ara-t 1 ri1 

~ thous~ds of refugees who, because they belong to the religion to which 

Jesus belonged, h:ve been uprooted from their homes, stripped of their possessions 
v'-' 

and cast out as pariahs, wander~-ea the face of the earth seekin~·.1.1.1o..1111~, with 

no place1■ lsiala to rest~laeiwa-~t:a._ .... .._ 

this gentle Jesus pro_claimed ~he_ worl 

Nineteen hundred years after 

mission of peac~ his followers 

have converted the whole world into one vast arms producing factory. 

,<:convert d t the ertfeta,y of the most skillful instruments of destruction. 

one i o· one 

this gentle Jesus in 1959, another crovm of thorns is being pressed, a crown 

of bayonets. Incense is being offered up to him - cense of poison gast 

the practices of his J ;1119 followers -toda9 a Hovi contradictory and what 

a shameful betrayal~ He said unto them: "Blessed are the meek, for they 

Humility t► s• shall inherit the earth". Jesus v;as the meekest of men. 

was one of the supreme virtuesj_~"J.1-t.t:.cd by Judaism . . Today the air . 
l, 

is charged with all kinds of crimes - arrogance, national chauvtnism 
would 

racial conceits are rampant - that racial conceit which in Italy/make 

this man, Jesus who is thie morning being worshiped in every church 

an outcast because he was a non-Aryan Jew. "Blessed are the 

meek". H y. 
,h~c 

He said: "Blessed are they ,hieb d.o hunger and · thirst after _, 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied." "Righ~1 Justice"! Where is 

right and justice in the conscience of the Christian nations today? 

-I -- ·---·-- ,... 
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During the year, Austria. Czecho-Slovakia were ravaged. One country 

after another is being put under the rule of "Heil". 

Tod~y the highways ~~A boinn c~n~od ... ~ ._ ..... ••c, •• " .......... . with thousands of refugees 
I 

who, because they belong to the religion to which Jesus bel'?nged, have 

been uprooted from their homes, stripped of their possessions and cast 

out as pariahs, to wander the face of the earth seeking asylum,wi~h r• 

no place to rest. Nineteen hundred years after this gentle Jesus 

proclaimed his mission of peace to the world, his followers have 

converted the whole world into one vast arms producint factory . The 

skill of man is being concentrated on the building of the most skillful 

instrhments of destruction . Arms are being piled mountain high. And 
I 

~ 

upon the brow of this gentle Jesus in 1939, another crown of thorns is being 

pressed, a crown of bayonets. Incense is being offered up to him--the 

incelse of poison gas! 
I 

What was it that he taught? Contrast his teachings with the 

practices of his followers. How contradictory and what a shameful 

betrayal! He said unto them: "Blessed are the meek, for they shall 

inherit the earth". Jesus was the meekest of men. Humility was one 

of the supreme virtues taught by Judaism. Today the air is charged 

with all kinds of crimes--arrogance , nation,1 chauvinism, racial conceits 

are rampant--that racial conceit which in Italy would make this man, 

Jesus who is this morning being worshiped in every church, an outcast 

because he was a non-Aryan Jew. ''Blessed are the meek". 

Be said: "Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteous

ness, for they shall be satisfied." "Righteousness, Justice"! Where is 

right and justice in the conscience of the Christian nations today? 
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He said: "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercyt" Where 
C r, C'° I 1" f'. } 0 I'\ 

is this Christian charity today? In thelet.,.,.M!ie!:-,n camps of Germany? In Spain 

In Albania? 

He said: "Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God." Our 

age is full of impurities; lying propaganda fills the air. Men's hearts are 

poisoned with hate, intrigue, stealing, trickery, plotting against one another. 

He said: "Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the 

children of God." Today it is terror !J::;;_ rules th7'tfcr1d. Aaii,..)'t, these 

teachings of Jesus, •z •••••ar; all of,A'bile' Jewish teachings, afe the 

eternal truths - humility, righteousness, mercy, purity, peace - they alone 

bless us. Ali ele,e i■ • • ■■iLalH.~n. All else is a curse~ the 

curse of our age. 

_I am wondering what Jesus r.ould say today to his followers if he 

looked over his world from the Cross on Calvary . I think , first of all, he would 

\\ 
be inclined to say, Ye hypocrites! Ye betray me every dayt Ye crucify me 

again and a~ain. Your battlefields and your hates are again my Via Dolorosa. 

Your inhumanities are again my golgothat Your myriads of churches in which 

you chant hymns in my honor are a lament ation unto me and an abomination for 

they are a rebuke to the blatant faithlessness of yourselves,MMi to 4 bt1r 
strive for a 

...esf au. He would then urge them to/spiritual regeneration, for a cleansing 

wili1h will perish in blood and suffering rmless men repent and change their 

ways. 

But it is not likely that the world in 1959 will listen to him as 

it has not listened to him now for nineteen hundred years. 

~~at would Moses, the faithful shepherd say unto 
~" rl ..J " ~ 

--••his people who are wandering,(l-cross the 
fl 

I think that he would say unto them: Remember 

ace of the world~ 
V 

the day that Ie went out 
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I 
I . .., 

He said: "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy!" 

' Where 1,s this Christian charity today? Ii, the:: concentration camps 
1: 
IJ 

of ,ermany? In Spain? In Albania? 
l 

!' 

Be said: "Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God." 

Our age is full of impurities; lying propaganda fills the air. Men's 

·-- . · } 

hearts are poisoned with hate, intrigue . stealing, trickery, plott~ng . • 

against one another. 

,ke said: "Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called 

I 
the children of God." 

I 
Today it is terror that rules the world. Yet , 

' 

f 

these : teachings of Jesus, all of these Jewish teachings, are the 

eter,f; 1' t ru tbs- - himi 1i ty, righteousness, mercy, purity, peace- - they a lone 

I, / I 

bless 1 us. All else is a curse--the curse of our age. 
I • 
r 

I 

1 
: I am wondering what Jesus would say today to his fol lowers if he 

looke:d over his world from the Cross on Calvary . I think, first of 
l 

all, .he would be inclined to say, ''Ye hypocrites ! .. Ye betray-me every 

day! Ye crucify me again and again. Your battlefields and your 

hates are again my Via Dolorosa. Your inhun~nities are again my 

. 
golgotha! Your myriads of churches in which you chant hymns in my 

honor are a lamentation unto me and an abomination for they are a 

rebuke to the blatant faithlessness of yourselves~• He would then urge 
• 

them to strive for a spiritual regeneration, for a cleansing of their 

- hearts, for the day is fast approaching when the old order will perish 

in blood and suffering unless men repent and change their ways. 
j 

But it is not likely that the world in 1939 will listen' to him as 

-
it has not listened to him now for nineteen hun~red years. 

What would Moses, the faithful shepherd say unto his people who 

are wandering and suffering across the face of the world? 1 think that 

~he would say unto them: "Remember the day the Ye went out 
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of ~gypt? There was persecution then and slavery and terrof and torture. 

There was a Pharaoh then, cruel, relentless, bound to destroy the Jews, bound 

to destroy their children. You groaned then under his yoke. Remember the 

Feast of Passover in Egypt, "loins girded, shoes on their feet, staffs in 

their hands" ready to move forward into the wilderness, into exile - refugees, 

but for whom exile turned to freedom and the wilderness turned into a 

Promised Land. Remember the ancient promise which never failed. t::1 a 

,;.:ms:rsie.iw a 1z 11 llti:kJd9Jlzzft,1t.¢ em.U&i~es .... RcmCMcI. Look at the pyramids 

which were built in my day. That civilization is perished. Theis fnftha 

n. Their race is gone. Their language is gone, dead. 

You are alivet 
_ry; ~'9-!e 

You/the descendant~who helped to build those pyramids of the 

dead, are alive and your faith is still challenging the world, and J'8llr your 

brul 
sons~ 11air daughters will achieve t~·oiiMidWII .. M•r•••lii, • htil 1 fi ld """ I w J , m1.g YX n every e , 

oft-times to the envy and despair of your enemi.,....~,.ou are rebuildin bu•ag~ 
~-__;:....--~J;r:.l~---~--------~ 

ter three exiles ith vigor,- faith,_. new courage your ancient 

- ' homeland} Ypia.,, 1a e £11 sskl mgessuat r . . _ ____. -, .. -- ~ _; • 11oetr. 

1:•• lle.¥e ,,., ••H•■ $a ,j221m1e ar •Wdoda a; I believe M=J••••• -• 

fr95 tbe tr Cf ¥1:-¼'th where ho nts ■ri t YIU dose .::;w;., 11■1 .... 

1■ia;i1MJ: eM'GftS.-::::1:N would admonish us to pay close heed to the words 

which we read in the Seder story. "In every generation it is incumbent upon 

every Israelite to ·regard himself as if he actually had gone out of Egypt .. 

not only our ancestors did the Holy One, blessed be He redeeffl, but also us 

did he redeem w·ith them." 

Passover 1959 - Easter 1959.a M *' are not happy holidays to:iaY., for 

Jews or Christians. Tbare is ye_n liille to ceJe.b.ea,-.e.ta,. The fate 

of .1oses and the fate of Jesus is the fate .of the religion of Israel which 

both symbolize. Both look beyond the hour, the moment, the present. The 
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There was persecution then and slavery and terror and 

torture. There was a Pharaoh then, cruei, reientless, bound to 
I 

destroy the Jews, bound to destroy their children. You groaned then under 
I 

I his yoke. Remember the Feast of Passover in Egypt, "loins girded, shoes 

on their feet, staffs in their hands• ready to move forward into the 
I 

wilderness, into exile--refugees, but for whom exile turned to 

freedom and the wilderness turned into a Promised Land. Remember the 

ancient promise which never failed. Look at the pyramids which were 

built in my day. That civilization is perished. Their race is gone. 

Their language is gone, dead. You are alive! You, the descendants of 

those who helped to build those pyramids of the dead, are alive and 
f 
I 

your faith is still challenging the world . and your sons and daughters 

will achieve mightily in every field , oft-times to the envy and despair 

of y~1r enemies. After three exiles you are rebuilding with vigor, 

faith, and new courage your ancient homeland . " I believe Moses would 

admonish us to pay close heed to the words which we read in the Seder 

story. ''In every generation it is incumbent upon every Israelite to 

regard himself as if he actually had gone out of Egypt ... not only our 

ancestors did the Holy One, :::blessed be He redeem, but also us did he 

redeem with them." 
• 

Passover 1939--Easter 1939 .are not happy holidays today for Jews 

or Christians. The fate of Moses and the fate of Jesus is the fate of 

the religion of Israel which both symbolize. Both look beyond the 

hour, the moment, the present. The 
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