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"SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS • • • " 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, April 16, 1939 



When you ask a Jew what he thinks of the Jewish people , he ans ers that 

the Jewish people are, of course, a great people, the chosen oeople, a nation 

of great men, men of great deeds. When you ask a Jew, "What do you think 

of Mr. Cohen?" he answers, "Mr. Cohen is the scum of the earth . And Mr. 

Solomon is a rotter." 

hen )OU ask a non Jew what he thinks of Mr. Cohen, he answers that 

he thinks Mr. Cohen is a splendid citizen. Mr. Solomon is one of the 

most generous, public-spirited people he knows. "What do you think of 

the Jewish people!" "The Jewish people - oh well, a little too aggre sive. 

They control too much of the world's wealth . They are communist agit~tors 

and what not." 

That rather important bit of folk lore is also reflected in that 

phrase which one hears through the years from the non-.Tews: "Some of 

my best friends are Jews." That absolves one of any possible charge of 

gross and .worthy prejudice and at the same time permits one to indulge 

in such a prejudice without embarrassment. It keeps the record straight. 

It even demonstrates one's high-mindedness and broad tolerance· and by 

implication establishes the justice of one's dislike for all the other 

Jews who are not numbered among his best friends. It makes the strictures 

which one has against the Jews seem more valid and convincing. 

"Some of my best friends are Jews". That is an unfortunate but 

rather widespread attitude even among non-Jews who are not violently 

or programmatical ly anti*Jewish. Not so long ago, we had occasion of 

seeing appointed to the United States Supreme Court a man who was 

discovered to have been a member of a monstrous anti-Jewish organization, 

an anti-Catholic organization. hen confronted with these facts, his 

seemingly adequate retort was "Why, some of my best friends are Jews." 

This attitude is reminiscent of the Middle Ages when princes and kings 
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who granted their Jewish subjects no rights what soever, herded them into 

ghettoes, treated them like pariahs, outcasts, nevertheless harbored close 

to him some Jewish physician, some Jewish banker, some Jewish counsellor and 

bestowed upon him special marks of favor. 

There is a second class in whose hands this statement "Some of 

my tiest friends are Jews" is a deliberate device by which to cloak their 

real emotions. They are the conscious and cunning anti-Semites. Of course, 

they wouldn't attack a whole race, oh nol They couldn't do that. There are 

good Jews and there are bad Jews. And they attack only the bad Jews. 

That sounds very fair, very plausible, but in reality it is utterly 

venol and malicious. It is a swindle from beginnina to end. For such 

demagogues in their harangues and in their pamphleteering do not 

distinguish between bad Catholics and g d Uatholics, between bad 

Irish and good Irish, betw .en bad Italians and good Italians. But they 

do not carry on a sustained campaign of attack upon the bad Catholics, 

or the Bad Italians, or upon the bad Irish, or the bad Germans. Oh, not 

It is only the bad Jews who are singled out or sustained attack 

and vilification. Why? Are e to assume that thee are no bad Catholics, 

or bad Irish, or bad ~ermans, or bad Italians, or bad Scotch, or bad 

English? Are we to assume that there are no dangerous bankers among 

them, no internationalists, no criminals, no communists? Or shall e say 

that as soon as one born a Catholic, however a bad Catholic, he reads 

himself out of the fold, and the Church is therefore free to eak and 

think of itself as composed only of the good Catholics, of the desired 

and approved people, a church of white people, not black peo le. A 

Jew, on the other hand, does not red himself out of the fold but 

remains a permanent liability to the Jews even if he repudiates his reli ion. 
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Are we to assume that the Catholic Church, for example, will take no 

responsibility for a Catholic Hitler and a Catholic iussolini, destroyers 

of emocracy in half of Europe, who have been responsible for acts of 

aggression and conquest, while the Jews are forever to be saddled, say 

with Mr. Trotsky who has renounced any connection with Judaism or with 

the Jewish oeople. The Catholic Church in Spain had much to say about 

the brave Gatholics who were ·on the side of Franco and some of the 

spokesmen of that Church denounced most bitterly the leaders in the 

Loyalist army but forgot to mention also that these leaders were 

once raised in Catholic schools, products of Catholic civilization. 

If the Jews are to be saddled \tlth Jewish communism in Russia, then 

the vatholics must assume responsibility for what occurred in Catholic 

Spain. 

We h ve had some real friends in the past. Ve have t hem today. 

we have had champions and defenders, lay-men and churchmen, Protestant, 

and Catholic. In times when we needed Catholic defen 4 ers, these men 

defended Israel in the name of right, justice, truth. They exposed many 

a libel and slander against our eople. They defended our faith and 

our liter' ture against maligners and traducers. They broke a valiant 

lance, many of them, in defense of race and religion not of their own. 

Our memoriesJJCll)m are being treasured by a eople ho never forgets 

its friends. And in these times, too, there are more friends than we 

know of in the world who will rally to the defense of oppressed and 

persecuted people, who have to fight so many fronts at the same time. These 

are our r eal friends. 

But tnese others who say "Some of my best friends are Jews", I only 

mean the b d Jews, not the good Jews - these do not belong in this category. 
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The first class of which I have spoken are not really as culpable as 

the other, because the - do not pretend to be consciously unjust. They are 

not maligning . They need to be made aware of what they are suggesting by 

implication. They need to be made aware of their responsibility for the 

existence of the Jewish problem and of their duty to solve it. 

Recently there appeared a challenging and very interesting .rticle 

written by Mr. Grover Hall in a ontgovery newspaper. I should like to read 

a few paragraphs of it. It indicates that thoughtful Christians are being 

made aware of their responsibility toward the Jews. 

"The earth swarms with men who think they are ex erts on the .r ew. Nobody 

attempts a critical estimate of the gentile as a gentile. Nobody audits his 

balance sheet. Nobody invites him to give an account of his long and unbroken 

stewardship as the lllldisputed master of the human race. The gentile haa more 

power and has held it longer than any other vested interest in history. He 

has escaped critical questioning and comment longer than any other. 

"I, for one, marvel at this escape of the gentile rom accountability 

and justice. I marvel that his meanness, his pettiness, his arrogance, his 

snobbishness, his ill manners, his ungallantry, bis poor sportsmanship, his 

bogus humanitarianism, his sheer blindness to his oni higher int res s, h9ve 

not been brought more sharply under notice. It would surely do the entile 

good to have his character • lumbed in his peculiar relation to the Jew, however 

satisfactory his character may seem to be in other relationships. If the 

gentile could but bring himself to face his o microscope, held in his 

st·dy, ruthless, hand, the experience · ight indeed save him from the possible 

disast ~r which his demanor invites. 

"We think we do no harm to ourselves an our common institutionP when in 

individual social relations we tronize the Jew. e t • ink we a re shrewd 
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discerning fellows when in contemplating a citizen and neighbor who ha ens 

to be Jew we think of him and discuss him first as a Jew and then as whatever 

else he may be. e attribute virtu ·s to him as a class th~t are characteristic 

onl of individuals; we attrivute vices and frailties to him as a class that 

any man of sense should know are peculiar onl · to individuals, whether Jews 

or non-Jews. 

"We gentiles sit on top of the world and rule. I, as a gentile, lcnow that 

if~ wish I can lie, steal,mirder, get drunk, Lurn a house, loot a gove nment, 

or commit any other of the lmown indecencies, and that while I may be duly 

punished for my offense, I, instead of my kind, will be put on rial. In no 

circum tances would I hear the taunt·ng phrase, 'Gentilet Catch himt' 

11Naturally, the violent, brutal anti-""emite is revolting to me, even as 

he is probably revolting in ordinary circumstances to 90 ercent of my fellow 

1imprican Aryans - but I am not at this point th"nking o the Bulturebund . I 

am thinking rather of t he type of Am rican who, while he says and no doubt 

believes he would fight to protect the Jew's civil rights, nevertheless, is 

an awkward, lumbering fello in his :niation to the Jew. He may be free of 

conscious malice; nevertheless , he fails either to cultiv te or feel the need 

of genuine talent for living the day-by-day life of the good neighbor to all 

who are worthy of neighborliness. He is not senstive, not intuitively 

understanding and gracious. He is outwardly kind to the Jes, but only because 

of the practical discipline of memory , plus a sense of expediency. He is tolerant 

only because of political axi ms he has heard and like to taste and roll in his 

mouth when he has an audience. He is often patronizingly tolerant; his good 

will is a synthetic produt, not a delicate flo ering of the h~,ian spirit. 

"And so u at the moment I am not thinking of the more vicious nd 

aggressive anti-bemite who outrages the majority of gentiles in this free 

American atmosphere, but of Aryans who merely pain and sadden me. I have in 
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mind rather the ox and the ass of Aryanism, particularly many, iut no all, of 

the •Som of my best friends are Jews' boys and girls . Of the vicious anatic, 

more anon . 

"Now, of course, there are many unpleasant Jews - but they ain and grieve 

the men and women of good sense and good instincts who are of their kind. Even 

so, it seems to me thr t there is a higher proportion of Nordic gentiles who 

habitually jar the s ensibilities of ell-disposed eople. There is a higher 

proportion of Nordics whose principles a e not lofty, whose manners are crude, 

whose good taste is low, whose pride is a kind of juvenile vanity r ~ther than 

the mark of innate dignity of character; in other words, they are just 

chimpanzees with clothes on. These a e rendered the more ignoble ecause 

they are conscious of their overwhelming strength so long as blood, geo raohy, 

and tradition give them sanctuary. 

11 e think we have done enough when we cite t he Jew's ac .mo edged civil 

rights as evidence of t he scope of our democracy. ~~e think we h · ve met our 

opportunities and obligations if now and then we compliment the Je for his 

loving ~indness and generous philanthropies . •e a re will enough to exploit 

him everywhere as a valued economic convenience and to salaam before him 

politically in communities here he i s strong. It does not seem to occur to 

us that we owe it to the thing insi ie ourse ves that makes us proud to do better 

than that and so set a wholesome example to t ~e natural haters am potential 

firebrands tat we should know infest every community. 

"If we are to coax the Jew out of his acquired but nevitabl:, group 

consciousne~s an~ natural sen~iveness, and if we are at the same time to 

sink the fuel th,, t feeds the leaping flames of passion and prejudice and at 

last burn dovm the lovely pillars of civilization, we shall h -ve to purge 

ourselves. 
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"That striding Colossus, lmown as the 'ordic gentile, must be born 

agah. He must hit the sawdust t r ail singing, Just As I am ithout One lea 

lest on some· dark tomorrow his tongue cleave to hi s mouth as he stands aghast 

at the wreckage ofprecious things all about him." 

That, my friends, is profound wisdom, ~een un~erstanding, fairness 

and courage. For after all, it is the non-Jewish world that determines 

the f ate of the Jew. It is the majority that prescribes for the minority. 

It is the non-Jewish world which basically i s responsible for the Jewish 

problem and it is t '-ie non-Jewish world which will ultimately have to 

solve the Jewish problem. The German*Jewish people in Germany did not 

create the Jewish problem there. hey rendered di st inctive service 

there; nor did the Jews in Italy; nor in any other land. 

_So much for the first class. The second class who distinguish 

between the good Jews and the bad Jews and l aunch a ttacks upon them are the 

killers. They must be rooted out and exposed and destroyed. Their 

hypocritical cloaks mus t be torn from them. They must not be a llowed to 

parade in cloaks of piety. They are wolves in sheep's clothing. The 

lies which theJ utter are lies about Jews whether they focus these li s upon 

annonymous bad Jews or not. \hen they speak of the Jewish international 

bankers as war-mongers of revolution, they lie. ~•hen they speak of twenty 

million Jews killed in Russia, with the implication that the Jews are 

communists (otherwise they would speak of twenty million Russians) 

they lie, just as they lied when they produced the lie of the ~lders 

of ~ion. Their motive, even when they say that they are out to protect 

the Jew against their fellow Jews, their sure motive is to execrate 

and destroy the Jewish people, to make them an object of fear, a cunning 

menace, to make them an object of hate and finally of violence and destruction. 
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Some of my best friends are Jews. Fight Communism! So many anti-~emites 

are charging Jews with communism. Some Jewish people want to launch a 

large Jewish campaign against Communism to convince the non-Je 1s that Jes 

are not communists. Some Jews are persuaded of the isdom of it. But 

I ask you, who are you going to convince? The professional anti-Semite? 

Why if there was not a single communist in the orld today, he would 

invent the myth in the same way that he invented the myth of the classic 

"Elders of Zion". Hitler invented the myth of Jewish Bolshevism in Germany 

when he knew as as all his followers of any intelligence knew that the Jews 

in Germany were not Communists. They were of the middle class, men of 

the professional class and the men of the middle class were not communists. 

However, it served the purpose of the Nazis. 

After you satisfy them that the Jews are not communi~ts, you have 

to satisfy them also that the Jews do not control t he business and industry 

and capital in the United States or the professions, that Jews do not 

dominate the earth. How in the world are you going to satisfy them? 

Are we to advise the Jews to get out of the professions? The only 

way is to get them off the earth. That is the tragic policy of 

appeasement which in a larger sense has been responsible for the 

political sit ation of Europe tod y. Instead of fighting your mortal 

foe, appease him, satisfy the terrorist and foe by voluntary suicide. 

We Jews ought to oppose communism as well as Nazism and the 

Jews have consistently opposed them in all parts of the world. For 

Fascism and Nazism spell the death of the Jew. Communism spells the 

death of Judaism. Communism destroys the spirit, the other two destroy 

both bod· and spirit. Neither is welcome to the Jew. 
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Now, our tradition is such that it seeks human progress, not through 

violence and force but through law and freedom and democracy. It is 

significant that those who thunder most against Communism only twitter 

against Fascism and Nazism and anyone knows today that the more imminent 

danger of democracy in our country is not communism but Fascism and 

Nazism. In a lengthy harangue against Communism they will smuggle in 

some little reference to Fascism and Nazism to put the unwary off guard 

to make them believe that here a true American is speaking. In reality 

those who thunder against Communism and ::txm who refuse to thunder against 

Nazism and Fascism with equal volume are Nazi agents in the United States. 

"Some of my best friends among the Jews and non-Jews" ... advise the 

Jews not to occupy too high public office and not to be too prominent in 

government. Voluntarily, in obier words, to accept the status of second 

class citizens. And that position is r ather popular with rich Jews who 

forget themselves that they are the ones who provide provocation to the 

anti-Semite . The successful Jewish business man does not think of 

liquidating his business and get out but would like the Jew who occupies 

the prominent place in government to resign or not to accept such a 

position in order that the Jews will not appear too powerful and too 

prominent. 

The Ge,rmans have a saying: "Vlhen a man is going mad, it begins 

in the head." 

Whom will such a course satisfy? The professional anti-Semite who 

wishes to drive us not from a few positions but from all? Who, like 

Hitler and his followers are determined to destroy us root and branch -

and who will not grant the Jew the right to live at all except as an 

outcast and a beggar? The political anti-Semite who exploits Jewish 
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prejudice to overthrow democracy and establish dictatorship? Will he be 

content to drop his war on the Jews, when the Jews will refrain from occupying 

the few high public office which they do? 

The answer is "Not" My answer is "Not" There is only one consideration 

that is incumbent upon Jews as incumbent upon all other citieens - that Jews 

shall be fit, worthy of that office, by discharging their duties honorably. 

All else is unworth defeatism and cowardly flight! You don't solve a 

problem by running away from it. 

It is a problem - and there are many problems which confront us in the 

United btates - the over-crowding of our people in certain professions. It 

would be wiser to rationalize our position but not to satisfy the anti-Semite, 

for our own sake and for ~~e sake of the young Jews who are growing up and 

protect their well-being. 

The voices which we ought to listen to, my friends are the voices 

from within, the authentic, confident voice of a people eager for life, 

capable of fine and worthy achievements in life, and determined to work 

for and fight or its rights which it shares with all other citizens in 

this free country. 

',\e realize, of course, that there are no sureties and vouches for security 

in this country. But we refuse to anticipate disaster. e mean to continue 

to live, act, think and speak as free men as long as th~t is possible. And 

we hope that it will be forever. 

We shall not twist and contort ourselves into all manner of timid 

cautious frightened restraints and inhibitions. 

trying to out-guess and outplay the anti-Semite. 

e cannot spend our days 

e cannot afford to 

organize our lives around him. Rather around the best that is in us! 
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Around the noblest ideals we are capable of to present and plan and organize 

our lives. 

e shall live confidently, and in these trying times, heroically, and 

if we do go down in a universal cataclysm, we shall, at least, go down 

f ighting. 

The Secret of liberty is courage! It is true to this day. We do 

not, and we refuse to regard ourselves any mo e of a problem in American 

life than the Germans, the Irish, the Italians, etc. :e refuse to be 

put on the fefensive. \e have nothing to apologize for and we owe no 

one any explanation. And these continuous and endless articles which 

are appearing in the mangazines and newspaoers of America, many of them 

written by some of our best friends, Jews and non*Jews, which critically 

analyze the position of the Jew, simply help to create in the mind of 

Americans the fixation that the Jew and the Je only in the United States 

is a problem for which a solution must be found. 

We have no illusions about ourselves, about the wold in which 

live. It is a hard age, harder than most ages have been. We suspect 

that the world being what it is, until it settles down to some form 

of normalcy, we will have to learn, my friends, how to endure ith dignity, 

to fight skillfully with proper weapons and to fight all forms of anic 

and all ■p»■aitk ■■ exhibitions of flight and cowardice. 

The Jew - always the focal point of attack. 

Today, perhaps in the next decade, through us, there will be finally 

established in the world whether minorities will have a right to live, 

whether diverse races and religion can live in peace together, shall 

determine whether race or character determine rights of citizenship, 

whether brotherhood and justice and law shall prevail in the world. 

And it is with annointed eyes that we must learn to see our destiny 
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in the future, and read of "the surgeand thunder of our Odyssey," in the 

daJ' s to come. 
said 

And finally, remember, my friends, what the grea t Zol&I, in an hour 

of black intolerance in France, when the Jews again were in the center 

of a life and death struggle of democracy, in the dark hour of the Dreyfus 

Affair. He cried: "The Truth is on the March. Nothing can arrest it." 

There is a widening orbit of intolerance today. There is also 

a widening of greater sympathy between all the eoples who love freedom 

and justice and tolerance in the world. And the armies, my friends, are 

gathering in the Val ley of Deci sion. The struggle is invvitable, whether 

it be a bloody one on the battlefield, or one of ideals. It is inevitable. 

hen it is r esolved, the problem of anti- emitism will be resolved. 

All that we need t o do is tl live our 1 ves in this country as 
ho are fighting 

ith those peopl e/to nobly, as responsibly as we possibly can, join 
eyes of the 

make democrac beloved and precious in the/rising generat i on. That is 

all that we should do. That is all that e can do. The rest will be 

brought out in the alley of Uecision. "The sun will not go down on our 

battle until it is won." 
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Editorial 
by 

GROVER HALL 
In Montgomery Advertiser 
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(Not pri11ted at Governmenl ~~penae) 
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EDITORIAL 
BT 

GROVER HALL 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD an editorial by Mr. Grover Hall, pub
lished in the Montgomery Advertiser of Sunday, December 
4, 1938. 

There being no objection, the editorial was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD, as follows: 
THE EGREGIOUS GENTILE CALLED TO ACCOUN'l'--CLINICAL NOTES OK 

HIS LACK OF GALLANTRY AND SPORTSMANSHIP, HIS B D MENTAL 
HAI:ITS, Hrs TACTL NESS, HIS LACK OF IMAGINATION, His Pooa 
DISCERNM ENT, Hrs FAULTS /.S CJTIZEN AND NEIGHBOR, HIS Guu..1-
BILITY AND ARROGANCE 

(By Grover C. Hall, Edltor, the Montgomery Advertiser) 
This article will not be taken. I trust. as a defense of the 

Jew, he that has been defended in 1 000,001 articles and 
books. Fortunately he does not stand in need of defense. 
But I can think of 100 reasons why his gentile brother. usu
ally ignored by crit cs,, invites and deserves an-aignment 
before the bar of his awn conscience. 

The Jew has spent his li e as a race unde a microscope 
designed and held by the gentile. His bl mishes stand out in 
bas relief on a canvas made by the same gentne neighbor. 
His virtues are in the picture. to be sure, but they stand ob
scurely in the background. The effec of the portrait is that 
of a vast libelous caricature made by a thick-finger d, un
imaginative artist. The Jew has been either too charitable 
or too circumspect to retaliate in kind. He holds no micro
scope over the gentile to paint a character study of the most 
incredibly irresponsible of all the despots. 

The earth swarms with men who think they are experts. on 
the Jew. Nobody tt mpts a critical estimate of the gentile 
as a gentile. Nobody audits his balance sheet. Nobody In
vites him to give an account of his long and unbroken stew-
ardship as the undisputed master of the human race. The J 
gentile has more power and bas held it longer than any other 
vested interest in history. He has escaped critical question-
ing and comment longer than any other. 

I, for one, marvel at thi escape of the gentile from ac
countabUity and justice. I marvel that his meanness. hia 
pettiness, his arroganc , his snobbishness, his ill manners. 
his ungallantry, his poor sportsmanship, bis bogus huma.nt-

131011-16279 (3) 
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tartanism, his sheer blindness to his own higher interests, 
have not been brought more sharply under notice. It would 
surely do the gentile good to have his character plumbed in 
his peculiar relation to the Jew, however satisfactory his 
charac er may eem to be in o her relationships. If the gen
tile could but bring himself to face his own microscope, held 
in his steady, ruthless hand, the xperience might indeed 
save him from the possible disaster which his demeanor 
invite . 

Surely a citizen may claim the right to protest against the 
folly if not the vice of those who may injure him by thought
lessly encouraging, in various ways, both subtle and gross, the 
ever-pre n rogues and fools in society to violate the ideals 
that fixed the pattern of this federation of neighborhood 
democracies, the republic of the oceans. 

We think we do no harm to ourselves and our common 
institu ions when in individual social relations we patronize 
the Jew. We think we are shrewd, discerning fellows when 
in contemplating a citizen and neighbor ho happens to be 
Jew we think of him and discuss him first a a Jew and then 
as hatever else he may b . We attribute virtues to him as a 
cl s that are cl arac eri tic only of individuals; we attribute 
Vice and frail ties to him a a lass that any man of sense 
should know are peculiar only to individuals, whether Jews or 
non-Jew . 

Thus we hound the J w while imag ning ourselves to be his 
friends-m aning by "we" those of us that comprise the 
majority of Americans and would n t consciously injure the 
Jew. Our great transgression is th t we do not measure 
our demeanor to make it conform to our responsibility. We 
for get that the fools who form our mobs may be influenced 
profoundly by th manners and prejudiced deportment of 
people of their own kind above them in the scale of life. 
Every ill-consider d act or w rd of the influential gentile is 
food and drink to the passions of the lower order of man, 
who once inflamed to madnes by bitter fortune, having 
nothing of his own o lose, acts to de roy the things that are 
d ar to other . Grave anxieties in this connection are war
ran d, as we shall presently see, if w will but take a long 
enough view of the story of man's inhumanity to man, even 
in our own mo t-favor d country. If this be true, let us, 
then, fix the responsibility. 

Experi nee and personal observation over a period of y ars 
have taught me the only lesson that m facultl s, being what 
h y ar could r c i e, hat of en we have reason to deplore 

the thin tha mak son ntil and does not at th same 
tim make him a ad quat humanitarian, an adequate• 
nei hbor, and an d quate citizen. 

131011-16279 
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Now, I personally do not mind being a gentile and I have 
no disposition to low rate the status of the gentile. There 
is a distinct advantage now as ever in the pa tin being one. 
We gentiles are now, and have been throughout history, in 
the majority, the great majority-so much so, inde d, that 
the gentile has since the bright dawning constituted the 
greatest single vested interest known to time and space. 

Our political and social position is more secure. We make 
more money than the Jews. We control the earth and we 
know nothing of the bitterness that flavors the acrid cup of 
a helpless minority group. Indeed, we as gentiles have been 
so long in possession of the earth, so long in undisputed power 
politically, economically, and spiritually that we have never 
had any opportunity to know whether in facing an invincible 
oppressor of our kind we would be brave. If there were only 
15,000,000 of us today as against 1,985,000,000 Jews in the 
world, how would our wits and instinc s stand the test if our 
dignity as a group should be affronted? 

We gentiles suffer mostly in this world from our own folly, 
not from the sins of others, for all our occ~ional unsporting 
readiness here and there in our invulnerable empire to at
tribute some of our misfortunes, great and small, to those 
who, while birthing a God, never fallowed him. Whenever 
gentiles in difficulties make the Jew their scapegoat they seem 
infantile. 

We gentiles sit on top of the world and rule. I. as a gen
tile, know that if I wish I can lie, steal murder. get drunk, 
burn a house, loot a government, or commit any other of the 
known indecencies. and that whHe I may be duly punished 
for my offense, I. instead of my kind, will be put on tri 1. In 
no circumstances would I hear th.e taunting phrase, "Gentile! 
Catch himl" 

And so I do not mind being a r,entile. It ls profitable, it ls 
pleasant, It is safe. There 1s nobody to oppr s me or offend 
me for being one. Notwithstanding that I'd rather be a 
martyr than anything else except a m1111onaire, I like the 
all-Aryan rug that warms such a lowly bug as I on damp, 
chilly days. I am a gentile, and nothing on Yahweh's arth 
can alter that fact. That fact means security for me in every 
storm that does not ruthlessly strike down all peoples, r gard
le~ of race or creed. 

In fine, we gentiles wm be the last to succumb ln any cir
cumstances. I am sitting pretty, primarily because of the 
accident of birth and geography, but also because of the 
obtuseness, if not the dullness, the smugness, and the arrog
ance, if not the sheer ungallantry of my compeers 1n 
Aryanism. 

Naturally, the violent, brutal anti-Semite 1s revolting to me, 
even as he is probably revolting in ordinary circumstances to 
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90 percent of my fellow American Aryans--but I am not at 
this point thinking of the Vulturebund. I am thinking rather 
of the type of American who, while he says and no doubt be
lieves he would fight to protect the J w's civil rights, never
the1ess, is an awk~ ard, lumbering fellow in his rela ion to the 
Jew. He mav be fr of conscious malice; nev rtheless, he 
fails eith r to cultivat or fee1 the ne d of gen I°ne talent for 
living the day-by-d y life of the good neighbor to all ho 
ere worthy f neighbo1·1inec;s. He is not sensitive, not intui
tiv 1 und 0 r tandine- and gracious. He i. outwardJy kind to 
J , . b t only becaus of the practical discipline of memory. 
plu a s nse of e. pedi ncy. He is tol ·ant only becau e of 
politic l ax:oms heh heard and likes to tas e and roll in his 
mouth when he ha an audience. He is often patron·zingly 
toleran ; hi good will is a ynthetic prod tcL. not a delicate 
flowering of the human spirit. 

And so at the momeL t I am not thinking of the more vicious 
and agg • ssive anti-Semite ho outrao s the majority of gen
tiles in thi free American atmosphere, but of Ar ans who 
merely pain and sadden me. I h ve in m"nd rather the ox 
and the ass of Aryani m particularly many, but not all, of 
the "Some of my best friends are Jews" boys and girls. Of 
the vicious fanatic, more anon. 

Now, of course. there are many unpleasant Jew -but they 
pain and griev the men and worn of good sen e and good 
instincts who are of their kind. Even so. it seems to me 
that there is a higher proportio of No die gentiles who 
habitually Jar the sensibilities of w I-di posed people. There 
ls a higher propor • on of Nor ics N ose principles are not 
lofty. whose mann rs are crude. whose good taste is low. 
whos pride is a k nd of juvenile vanity rather than he 
mark of innate d;gni y of character; in other words. they are 
Just chimpanzees with clothes on. These are rendered the 
more ignoble because they are conscious of their overwhelm
ing streng h so long as blood, geography, and trad"tion give 
them anctuary. 

In N zi Germany I should probably be accounted eligible 
for all the curr n b neflts of citizenship. My Un mu t hav 
been pu • ed soon after the panic in the Garden of Eden. I 
am An Jo-Saxon-P1ct-Celt-Welsh, out of an interminable 
Un of de p-wa er B p 1 ts. In my boyhood I broke furro 'fvS, 
planted crops, and wen o school in a rural Alabama county. 
It was 9 mil s from my home to the nearest railroad. My 
for bears on both sides "Lindberghed" in a lumbering lei
sur ly manner across the Atlantic, the biggest ocean then 
known to th m, and some of them later became involved in 
the Am ric n Revolution. I am assured that my body cells 
have been exposed to disease and other misfortunes in every 
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war that has b n fought by our country xc pt the Indian 
riots before P ul Revere buckled on his saddle. All of my 
boyhood associales and acquaintance ere g ntil nd 
Protestants and, with the xccption of th blackamoors 
around about, all of them were Nordics. A he tim I l ft 
h me in 1905 my county had never been the home of a 
football play r, a Harvard grad ate, or n. Roman C thclic. 
Only three or four J wi h families resid din it. One Jewish 
merchant at the aunty seat was rather c lebrn.t d for his 
. ,adincss at physical combat. In his day he licked a good 
many men ho affront d him. He was gnmc. and that is a 

ue that ven a N rdic bounder can resp ct. 
In due time I became what is euphemistically knm n as a 

substa ti' 1 itiz n, otherwise the editor of ad· Hy new a r. 
I achiev d a a isfac ory place in hf e. I marrt ; I repro
duced. When my family became ill we c Bed doc to • . 
Sometimes these doctors were Jews, some imes Nordic 
Aryans. I had Jewi h neighbors along with Catholic and 
Protestant neighbors, but that was after-or maybe it was 
how-I came to know that J ws were eople like other people, 
a part of the warp and woof of the same country that had 
nurtured my ance. tors and me. and not be rded patriarchs 
and merciless Shylocks. Indeed, as a you h I had scarcely 
been conscious of the cont mporaneous xistence of Jews-
they were not a part of my little world. I was neither for 
nor against them. If the Jew was a unrun • m nace to my 
world or a marked man to be tolerated only ith uspic1on, 
the fact had not lodged in the consciou ne of the boy who 
at 19 arri ed tn the chief city of his Stat of the deep Sou h 
to seek employment as a printer. In need of a boarding 
house, I found sh lter in the borne of a plea ant, rather 
pretty, old Jewish lady, who spoke broken English. I re
mained in her home for only a week, but I left it with a vivid 
impression of he charm of that small circle that lingers in 
my memory today. The old lady mothered me 1n about the 
same way that my own mother would have cared for any 
strange youth under her roof. From all I could see, despite 
their lowly, obscure state, these people were living this life 
as wholesomely and pleasantly as any Aryans in like cir
cumstances that I knew. In this my first intimate personal 
contact with the children of Israel, I, a Nordic. Christian 
country boy could discern no characteristic quallty in them 
except their speech to differentiate them significantly from 
other people of their rank and importance. I have often 
since compared them in my mind to the modest, diffident, 
self- ffacing Aryan bounders who in my part of America a.re 
as commonplace as short-leaf pines, dog fennels, and leak1na 
roofs. • • • I have often recalled how far removed from 
the status of "rich Jews" my friends were. 
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My second intimate contact with a Jew was at a boarding 
house in another town. He was a huge, absurdly fat man, 
an improvident tailor, a student of books, and the perfect 
village atheist, the first I had ever encountered. He was too 
poor to buy all the books he wanted, but his love of learning 
impressed me, his boldness as a thinker was not lost upon 
me. 

As responsibilities grew, my contacts with Jews multiplied. 
I came to know Jewish teachers in our public schools, Jewish 
physicians, Jewish workingmen, and working women. 

I came early to see that there was no fundamental differ
ence between Jews and gentiles as such. 

The difference always was between individuals, always be
tween human beings. 

Now, I would not be regarded by cosmopolitans as a so
phisticated person, since I am untraveled, having spent all 
of my life in a State that once was ruled by Ku Kluxers. 
But either I was born tolerant or I learned tolerance and 
acqutred rather broad human sympathies after I came face 
to face with the basic realities of this life-at all events I 
came early in my days to like minorities and to distrust 
majorities with regard to an questions involving delicate 
human relationships and prejudice. 

Certainly I have learned by simple observation of my fel
lows that a "sorry white man•• is a sorry white man, whether 
he be Semitic or Nordic gentile. Blatant. obnoXious human 
beings run true to a more or less fixed pattern everywhere at 
all times. 

But if a "sorry white man," or a bl tant, obnoxious white 
man happens to be a Jew, gentiles, my brother gentiles, I 
must sorrowfully report, are prone to notice first that he is a 
Jew and last that he ls an objectionable human being. 

If he be a gentile, it is remarked only that he is an objec
tionable human being. 

It ls never noticed that he is a gentile. 
Take annoying idiosyncrasie of personality in the cruder 

sort of man or woman. There are Nordic gentiles who use a 
table napkin for a kerchief on cold days, who eat peas With a 
knife, who violate all the rules that polite people value. Some
times they are rude and oftensive in their personal relations. 
Sometimes their conduct is revolting, esthetically and mor
ally-they rob, they swindle, lie, and abuse whatever power 
they may have over others. But those whom they offend never 
think to say, "Gentiles! • • • .'' 

Let a frustrated Jewish thinker turn Communist and we 
instantly hear it said by uncritical gullible gentiles, "Com
munism is a characteristic Jewish doctrine." But in the same 
country it is the "international Jewish banker," often an eco
nomic Tory, by all accoUDts, who has the mark of Caln upon 
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him. It would appear from current literature here and in 
Germany that the Jew is at one the vil genius of com
munism and the d signing, sinister pillar of capi alism-at 
once the mon y-hating Marxist and the money-lending Shy
lock. Numerous writer have poin ed out that th re i some
thing wrnng with this familiar picture, a picture that is made 
all the more grotesque when it • n~memb r d th t no Ameri
can J w ha • r acquired a p r onal fortun comparable to 
that of R~ckefeller, a Harriman. a Schwab, a Sage, a Du P nt, 
or a Ford. Barney Baruch, he of an old-line, South Carolinian 
family, and t,h Strau ses of an o ct-rn , g e 1 G or ia 
family, have probably com near st among Am rican Jew to 
acquiring riches on such a scale. Mr. B .. l'Uch and th 
Strausses are and have b,:')en • liberals.'' c:the dangerous 
radical nor wick d Tori s. The alien- orn to K hn w a 
mu1t·miU-on ire Jewish bank r-and an interr ational banker 
at that-bu he w s ha ·mle~s socially and poli ·cally. H wa 
merely obsessed with a des·re to lead all Am{:ricans, Jews and 
g ntiles, into nobl music halls, where th ir souls would be 
cleansed and refrc~hed. 

The Rosenwald Foundation is no me ace o an body; it is, 
on the con r ry, the hop chest of millions of underprivileged 
Negro children. 

Rabbi Stephen 8. Wise is, to be sure, a pulpit rebel, but no 
more so than John Haynes Holmes. the xp nsive Nordic 
proph t, and but uttle if any mo • so than arry Emerson 
Fosdick, the Nordic Baptist pastor of Jahn D. Rockefeller, Jr. 

Again dis vowing any intention of p cial pl · acting for 
Jews it is only proper to say that, desp.it s udied discrimina
tion against them and contrary t0r th p1· judic d impression 
of the mo1·e shallow-minded purged Nordics. Jews have had a 
distinguished military record in recent Ame1ic n history, a 
record which in truth, it must be own d, is slightly better 
than that of Aryan Nordics. The r ~ord show that a 
smaller percen age of J w th n others ha e landed in jail. 
I say nothing of the admitted cul ural eminence of J ws. 

Now, why this appalling defici ncy in uman juices by 
which 1,985.000,000 mortals regard the frail ies and virtues 
of 15,000,000 mortals as characteristics of their racial group? 
It is sumed of the 1,985,000,000 gentiles that th y have no 
uniquely characteristic frailties and virtues, but are just run
of-the-mine folks. some of whom are good, some bad, some 
gifted, some stupid, some healthy and strong, some weak 
some prosperous, some poor, some backward, som advanc d. 

The Jew does naught to make this heterogenous mass of 
1,985,000,000 people seek to attain solidarity, but the 1 985,-
000,000 have by their ungallantry, their unsportingness, their 
lack of sensitiveness and insight, compelled 15,000,000 to seek 
solidarity in sheer self-protection. This makes for intro-
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spectlon among Jews, it tends to bottle up in them the rich 
Juices of the ages, thus d priving all mankind of the full 
measure of its inheritance in genius and grace. 

It seems that in the relatively friendly social political 
atmosphere of our country Jews already have shown a ten
dency to lose their identity and their race consciousness in 
exact ratio to their personal happiness as citizens and neigh
bors. 

Here where prejudice is ordinarily passive and obscure, our 
instinctive readine s to utter the proper noun "Jew" instead • 
of the common noun "man" never heless is a blemish of 
personality to be deplored, a blemish which should be a re
minder of an ever-pres nt malady that, once the tone of our 
social system is lowered, may become virulent. 

To be sure, the historical circumstances (not nature) 
which made the Jew a tradesman and a financier have had 
their subtle influence in distorting the picture of this minor
ity as put on canvas by an unchallenged, untroubled, arro
gant, unfeeling majority. 

The tragedy of it! Our American children romp together, 
go to school together, unconscious of any issue between them, 
as classes. One day a veil descend nois lessly between them. 
Those who yesterday were Just children unaware of the great 
heritage now are grown, and so are Jews and gentiles, ith 
the exception of a minority in each group. 

The Jewish parent sooner or lat,er must face this search
ing. stabbing question from h1s hild or h r child, "Why am 
I different?" 

When that question is raised and answered, that moment 
the insidious seeds of cynicism a.re planted in the mind of 
that child. citizen of the republic, heir to this federation of 
neighborhood democracies. 

The child may be of high birth and gentle rearing, it may 
even have genius to contribute to the common treasure chest 
of the race-but one day it must hear from the lips of 
mother or father that It ts In some obscure way "dif
ferent" • • • 

Gentiles did that I 
Now, if in time of common travail for our people such. for 

example. as we have lat ly experienced a bestial d magogue 
should find it in his heart to stir the passions of the foolish 
and dispossessed against the children of Israel, how could 
my son and my nephews and my nieces look into the an
guished faces of their Jewish comrades next door, as they 
atiff ened their backs to resist the surge of passion rising 
against the children of a small race that has given clvillza
tton so much of Its flavor? 

Be the explanation of this gentile obtuseness what it may, 
lt 1s but another contributory factor in the insidious mal-
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nutrition of the groping human spirit. a disorder that has 
handicapp d ma kind since the b ginning of exp ri nc and 
contem l tion. ow, if the or ·c gentil 's r putation for 
acu encs , good mann r , and chivalry .re all that 1s at 
stake in his a k ard blundering, hi in ensate rtion f 
self-rightcousne at the cost of h ppiness in oth rs ght 
be d" mis ed ith a chi ug. 

Unluckily, howev 1:, this is a. practical orl . tn ht h 11 
our virtu s derive from practic I need, all our vices con ist o 
disloyal y to practical values. If vt1 tues h, d no rnctical 
va u , they ould not be virtu s; 1f vie s did no r, i l 
harm, they ;vou n t d s rve th stigma atta hcd t th ... m. 

If Hrnry Ford' anti-S mitlc rr tion had b fall n him 
aft r October 19 9 ins e d of in th gold n age that ~ th 
Harding-Coolidge er , hen even the poor m n' dou 
rela i ely thick and w e . e migh h v . h d a 1 
some here m th nited States. Impos ible? Do ot be 
ridiculo f An Am ric n mob is a viol nt, ru 1, and 
blindly unre ning the ob o any o her c untry. We 
have only to tir its assions to the bottom. W mobb d 
Tories and loot d them in the days of the volu ion. We 
mobbed Copp 1heads in the North in the 1 ti ; we mobb d 
Unioni ts in the Sou h. There ere southern rs who iv n 
the chanc oulci have dism mbered Abr h m Lincoln. 
'lb.ere w re northerner who w uld h ve un Je Davis to 
a our apple tree. Cox y' army would ha e lau1 ht r d 
J. P. Marg n. In the black nin ti he er Populist 
fanatics in Kansas, N bra ka. Ge rgia, d Al b who 
at hint from Tom Wat on would h ve welcom d n1 op
portuni y to lynch O ov r Cl veland, Wi 11am cKinl y, and 
Mark H nna in a row. In the delirium of World War fever 
e en the calm t of look d with uspicion upon any cl i n 
b arln a T utonic am and we shri k d ominou ly at all 
dissenters against war. Ku Kluxism cut a long and t r uo 
trail of p rfidy and ~ upidity in the twen i s. Luc ly for 
the Jews Ku Kluxism' hate was directed primariJ t 
man Catholics, wb.o f lt the full force of th ufi d hood , 
but J ws, Negr es, and "foreign rs" did not by any m n 
escape. At nother time, und r other conditions, Jew might 
easily be the chief object of the American mob' ho.tr d. 
But for the mob's anti-P pal obsession in the rly tw n
ties, and but for the p ople's s nse of conomic sccui ity and 
well-being, Henry Ford' incredible blund r might hav led 
to physical, economic, and political persecution of J ws un
paralleled in the hi tory of American fan tici m. 

Had this calamitous depre ion begun in 1920 I shudder 
to think what gha tly consequences to our pie might lave 
accompanied a crusade of so powerful and popular a man as 
Henry Ford was at that time. That the a.miable, well-
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meaning Mr. Ford himself would have bedll appalled and 
sickened at excesses, physical or political, does not lessen 
the probability of excesses. In that event the Republic 
would have been maimed for life. No other helpless minority 
could ever again have expected peace, secw-ity, and the right 
to pursue happiness. 

The American Jew today is fortunate that no Nordic scala
wag and demagogue, with the wit and boldness to release a 
pestilence, has risen to identify in the minds of the dispos
sessed and the despairing the Jew and the devil as one and 
the same. 

The common sense and patriotism of the majorlty of the 
American people would no doubt be equal in the end to 
repressing such a mob, but not until after irreparable harm 
had been done. We have to remember that in the twenties 
a relatively mild form of Ku Kluxism swept Jike a plague 
through every State in this Republic. 

Put the American mob in rags and feed it on the crumbs 
that fall from the table of the man who still has an income, 
convince it that Israel's hosts are at its gate, and it will 
pick up its flaming torch and march. The war that this mob 
fought in the early twenties with the Holy Roman Empire 
would fade into historical insignificance. For man, I regret to 
report, loves bread more than he loves God. 

Chasms between groups in a democracy require more emer
gency bridges than the citizens of that democracy can afford 
to build, more than they are technically capable of building, 
however affluent, however resourceful hey may believe them
selves to be. The measure of a democracy's greatness and 
beauty is in the chasms it h:as closed by uniting sections of 
the good earth. 

The hardened categories into which social, racial, and re
ligious and political prejudices have forced the peoples of 
most of the older countries are matters entirely familiar to 
us. We have been taught to regard them as storm signals. 

But if we have been taught the grim lesson, we have not 
yet learned it well enough. We have learned its rudiments 
and memorized all the catch phrases to be ure. but we are 
plainly deficient in the advanced courses. We seem slow to 
learn that we gentiles as the indomitable ma· ority are short
sighted and unimaginative. We think we have done enough 
when we cite the Jew's acknowledged civil rights as evidence 
of the scope of our democracy. We think we have mt our 
opportunities and obligations if now and then we compli
ment the Jew for his loving kindness and generous phil
anthropies. We are willing enough to exploit him every
where as a valued economic convenience and to salaam be
fore him politically in communities where he ls strong. It 
.does not seem to occur to us that we owe it to the thing in-
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sld\, ourselves that makes us proud to do tter than hat, 
and so set a wholesom xample to the natural haters and 
potential firebrands that we should know infest every com
munity. 

If we are to coax the Jew out of hls acquir d but in vl able 
group consciousness and natural sensitiveness, and if w are 
at the same time to sink the fuel th t feeds the leaping 
flames of pas ion and prejudice and at last burn down the 
lovely pillars of civilization, we shall have to purge ourselves. 

That striding Colossus, known as the Nordic gentil must 
be born again. He must hit the sawdust trail singing, Just 
As I Am Without One Plea, lest on some dark tomorrow his 
tongue cleave to his mouth as he stands agha tat the wreck
age of precious things all about him. 
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