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RICA'S STAKE IN THE PRESENT AR 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday Morning, October 8, 1939 



It is clear that t he United &t tes has no official leg 1 ~take in the 

European w r. Ve have not been attacked. Our territory has not been invaded . 

None of our intern tional la h ve been violated . eh ve no treaties ith 

any of the belligerents calling for our parti cipation in thew r. There is , 

therefore , eve . formal justification of our maintaining the position of 

neutrnlit . 

It is also clear that there is no responsible per~on ,here in these 

United 'tats ho is suggesting that our countrJ should enter this ar. There 

h s , of course , become the irresponsible practice of some to denounce all those 

ho f vor revision of the present eutralit lals as var-mongers . This is , 

of course a avorite and well-knov·n device on the part of propa andi ts just 

as there is the device of rt fici lly stimul ting h teria and turmoil and 

or ,anizing uproar in order to bring pressure to bear on our legislators in a 

ituat on which requires th utmo t of re o and c 1m nd djustment . 

There is also a well-intentioned and high-minded chool of pe· ce monopo · sts , 

neople ho reg rd thems lves as the sole possessors , prophets of 11 pe ce and 

of 11 righteousne , ho cannot ee anyone ho differs from them on the matter 

of the r evision of our Neutr lit 1 ws as other than a consp rator who would 

destroy the pe ce and ·ell-bein of the people of the United t·tes . 

But , my good friends , not all ho cry "Peace" toda re re 11 the 

friends of the people . eh ve ever reason to be su picious of the sudden 

enthu ia rn for pe ce on the pa.rt of such people as Earl ro der , he Comm ist ; 

Fritz Kuhn, the azi ; and F·ther Coughlin, the Holy Gho, t Fascist . We hrve 

every reason to be suspicious of their devotion , and even of such gentlemen 

s Mr . Lindber gh and r . Ford ho r eceived decorations from the bloody hands 



-2-

of the Nazis vhen the rest of the world were recoiling in horror from them. 

Th se people , I am afraid, are not pro-peace , pro-Nazi, nro-Fasci t, 

pro-Stalin. They are not so much interested in peace as in keeping the embargo 

on our statute books, the repeal of which they consider would give advantage 

to Great Britain and France in this war as ar ainst Nazi Germany. 

No true American wants war. We all want peace. We all want to keep 

America out of war . We intend to do our utmost to keep America out of war, 

not because of our sad experiences and bitter memories of the last war, our 

frightful disillusions of the outcome, the idea.ls ti tterly betrayed by the victors, 

the great opportunities which were lost and which failed to bring about a 

normal and peaceful world; we are opposed to this w r because we know the 

horrible toll of all war, not only because we want to conserve, frankly, our 

own resources and our own substance and our on man po er, but also because 

we are afraid of what another war would do to our own free and democratic 

institutions here at home, end also because of the conviction hich many of us 

have - that perhaps the best contribution which America would be able to make 

would be not one made on the battlefield. We tried that in the First World 

War with disastrous results. Perhaps the best contribution we c n make would 

be around a peace conference table where one great unexh usted neutral would be 

able to help achieve peace which ve as a belligerent in the ¥orld War did not 

achieve. So that in this vmr, if there is to be a war at al L, the United 

States is not likely to enter. 

We are not likely to send any expeditionar forces abrord - provided , 

of course, that our ri hts are not interfered with. But from this universal 

desire for peace , it does not at all follow that the present eutm.lity 

legislation must be kept unrevised and intact. It does not follow at all that 

the present Neutrality laws are calcul ted to keep us trulr neutral and to 

keep us out of ar . The present embargo la prohibits the shipment of mun 1tions, 
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that is, of completed implements, instruments of ur to any of the belligerents. 

The present embargo does not prohibit the shipment of all other merchandise, 

supplies, to any of the bellige~ents on Americ n ships - suuplies ~hich in 

a ·mr, are just as vital to the prosecution of ·war, and are so reg rded b •· the 

beRigerents, as munitions themselves. Goods, which although , technically, 

internftional law has not heretofore regarded as contr band and subject to :tim 

forcible seizure, were so regarded in the last ar b.7 the bellige ... ~ents , and 

are already so regtrded in this war by the belligerents. 

Germany, for example, may soon require food much more th n guns. Gre t 

Britain and France are going to enforce a blockade against Ge -many 1 hose object 

uill be not only to exclude munitions from Germany, but of other supplies 
to 

which v.ill make it impossible for Germany/carry on a long l·ar. 

The present embargo law does not keep American ships out of the danger 

zone &nd does not avert the danger of American ships being torpedoed and 

American lives being lost, ith all the consequent dangers of involvement. 

Furthermore, the present embargo 1 unjustly deprives Gre t Brit in of an 

advantage on the high seas which she built up through the decades and through 

the gener tions - the controlling of the sea in ar time - a f,ct hich 

en les her to keep an empire int~ct, a factor upon which she counts. This 

is an advantage the United S tes did not give to Gre t Britain. This is an 

advantage which Gre t Britain built up for herselt. The present emb•rgo la 

b den in Gre~t Br~tain acces to our source of upnlies, is nullifying that 

advantage ihile it is not nullifying a similrr adv ntage ~hich Germ ny 

possesses on the continent by having free access to goods hich come to Germany 

from Russia, for example, or from some other advantage which Geimany built 

up for herself through alliance or other means. 
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In other words, the present embargo law actually takes sides and 

serves to disadvantage a nation with which we are very friendly and gives an 

unjust and unmerited advantage to a nation whose regime is deprecated by 

nearly all the American people. Under the prevailing law, an established 

international law, Great Britain may change tha t adva.nt ge. Our embargo 

law abbrogates or nullifies it. It seems, therefore, to many of us that the 

wisest course for the United States to follow is to put all exportable goods, 

whether munitions or not, on a ca.sh and carry basis . Let all who want and 
• 

who can buy, come to our shores, buy what they want and carry it away in their 

own ships. We regard this as strictly and honorable neutral. Let all American 

ships, carrying whatever merchandise, stay out of danger . Now, if this is 

war-mongering, I do not know the meaning of the word neutrality. 

But while we are maintaining a correct and legal neutrality in this 

situation, we are not called upon, nor can we maintain neutrality in judgment 
A,,.. • .l --- ,.._"' 

or neutrality in sympathy. It is not true,~ our interest in peace will 

not persuade us to take that position/ It is not true that there are no basic 

issues involved in this war with which we American people need not be at all 

concerned. It is not true that both sides in this war are equally culpable, 

and it is not true that the American people stand to lose nothing in the long 

run if Hitlerism and Stalinism triumph in this war and the last few great 

outposts of freedom and civilization in the Old World are destroyed, 

because both of these great countries will have been defeated in war -

I ay it is not true that the American people stand to lose nothing from such 
$ 

a dread and possible adventure. Not because America is afraid that the 

German army will inv de the territory of the United States; or that the 

German Navy will destroy our Navy. There are military people who have asked 

themselves the que tion 11what would happen if Great Britain were defeated in 
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this mr and Germany gained control of Europe?" I am not a mili t cy man ... 

But I have a right to assume that the possibility of invasion by Germany of 

our shores is very remote. But there is a far graver danger lurking in a 

triumph of Hitlerism and talinism on the Continent of Europe. It is not 

their armies which ill invade out c try but their doctrines which will 

have been re-emphasized through their victory. A victory of Hitlerism and 

Stalinism would give courage to all t'l'!.e subversive elements in our ovm 

country. They would be encouraged and would multiply a thousandfold and 

from being merely a potential danger to American life and institutions and 

solidarity, they would become an active menace and danger to us. It is very 

a uest:onable hether our own freedome here can be kept alost un uenched and 

burning for a long period of time with the last beacon of freedom extinguished 

on the Continent. 

The American eople ought to f ace that pos ib ity with e·rnest 

heart-searching, with gravity and seriousness. This attitude is summed 

up with a s+atement by Dr. James B. Conant, president of Harv rd University who 

said: "This country should sell implements of w r to France and Engl nd 

because, if tho e nations are defeated b~ a totalitarian po,er, the hope of 

free institutions as a basis of modern civilization :ill be jeopardized." 

The same tho~ght is eY.pressed in an edi orial which I chanced to 

red recently: "Ve cannot close our minds to the fact th t the institutions 

and freedoms which we consider fundamental to our national exi ence are bound 

up with the hope of a decisive defeat for the totalitarians. le cannot close 

our consciences to the horror inspired by Hitler's code of naked force, 

his reckle s a gre~sions a ainst eaker neighbors, his continuous assault on 

the moral and religious values of our time, his persecution of helpless minorities 

in his O\m countr. 
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11 'e want the democr cies to win. No one ho knows the temper of America 

car doubt that. e want them to in not m rely because ~e abhor what 

tands for, but becauoe it wi 11 be a SltfPr orld for Americans if they do in." 

Did you listen to Hitler's speech the other day? When you strip that 

speech of all its rrack-room braggodocio, and of all of its clumsy lies 

and of all of the too transparent hypocrisy, when ·ou take a ay all that, 

what remains there is that ,hich is challenging and frightening to the 

hole civilized orld. at remains there is the unrepent nt and insolent 

attitude of a dictator who refu es to undo any wrong that he mi ht have done, 

who refu es to submit any Europe n problem to an international impartial 

arbitr tive body and who is deter ined to solve every problem not by confrr nee, 

but by fighting, by a surgicvl operation. 

Take for ~x~mple the two major problems ~ith ~hich Europe is confronted, 
collective 

the establishin of/security, and minorities. Thee problems led to the First 

orld ar. After the ar , attempts were made solve thee problems , fir t by 

thee tablishment of a League of tions to brin about collective security 

and secondly the rights of minorities. The League of Nations broke down and 

ith it lan ui hed the hopes for security and rights for minorities . This 

breakdom led to the Second orld Var, hich r. Hitler inau ur'ted, ushered 

in. And no that he has been victorious in the first skirmi h, hat doe 

he propo e? A re-est blishment of Collective Security? A re- ffirrn tion 

of rights of minorities as a means to bring about orderl and peaceful 

life in Europe? Not at allt He ants af',conference. He ant t very badly, 

pler.ds for it. Why does he want it? Because he wants to get out of the 

toils of the ar which are begi nin to close in upon him, o that he can 

c 11 the Allies off. He sees himself rapped. He kncws t t bile he can 

perpetr te horrible destruction in Europe, he cannot win. He ha alr ady 
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been compelled to pay in Pol nd for having mc de friends vith his dreadest enemy 

in Europe and of opening the door of Eastern Europe to the Bolsheviks , he 

tha.t pronounced himself as th s viour of Europe from Bolshevi"m. He turned 

over the Baltic s tes to Stalin which he had rked out for hi domain of 

influence , having the armies of talin cut across his Drang noch Osten . 

He feels himself tra ped. He wants a conference . He t nts one e·rne tly 

so that he can consolidate the 1·ttle gain he has achieved . Perhaps he ould 

like to pull himself out of the hole in which he has maneuvered himself. Do 

you think he want a conferenc ~~u.i, to consider the problems of Europe, 

of ba~ically reducing all the difficulties that have agitated the people of 

Europe in the last quarter o a centuries? ot at all . He sa s , "These 

problems can , as I have already emphasized , perhaps be discu sed but never 

solved at a conference table. If Europe 1 rea ly sincere in her desire for 

peace , then the states in Europe ought to be gr t u.l that Russia and ermany 

ar prepar d to transfer thi ho bed into a zone of peaceful development and at 

these t,o countries will assume the responsibility and be r the burdens inevit bl r 

involved." 

So much for ecurity in Europe. And nm the rights of minorities. This 

arch-ex1onent of liquidation and per ecution of minorities in Europe ~ants to 

pose before the orld now as a cham ion, s the man who dll solve this 

problem. Ho is he going to solve it , this b r ri,n, thi olem of Central 

Europe? How is going to solve it? Not thro h sane , logictl methods, ut 

through crude, immoral , utterly unfe s le methods of uprooting the minorities 

from the lands in which the are no 

nd c reers and r storing them to their 

rom their livelihoods 

brin them back home . 

There a e some 3a million of people who live as minorities in the lands 

of Cen ral and tern Europe . Instead of followi through the problem 

lo cally, of really ranting every minority roup , herev r it is , complete 
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economic, 

secure. 

social and cultura.}. autonomy so that they will f eel at home, protected, 
~ I 

He proposes ~d~ them loose, and transplanting them to the original 

homeland of their race. He doesn't intend to do it now but in about fifty or 

a hundred years, for it will take that long. He is but casting sand in the eyes 

of the people. H8 is poiiDg "~ a great statesman. 

And as far as the ~minority problem is concerned - that, too, must 

have a final solution. What does he mean by solution. He didn't expatiate 

in his speech. The Jes of Europe who have been taken from their homes would 

be placed in certain reservc.tions, like the Indian reservations - somewhere in 

Poland , or perhaps in Silesia. This problem which he created, he want to 

now by the same method, transplanting people and isolating them. Here in the 

United ~tates e have x» Indian Reservatio~ not because we wish to isola te 

the Indians . They can engage in any kind of business . They have full political 

rights. The reservations ·ere not established to i solate them, but to protect 

them a ainst the exploita tion . Hitler v:ould like to gather up six to ei ht 

million Jews and force them to one place. So he, too, has come to underst nd 

that the problem of minorities is a European problem and must find a European 

solution. 7hat a stu¢id solution that of a reservation is. It is no 

solution at all. 

So there is no promise of peace in the speech of Hitler. And if the 

Allies accept such a peace, it will only be a brief armi tice, and then another 

Munich. It will tie over for another six months, twelve months. There will 

not be peace in our lifetime. 

President Roosevelt ought to be very very vary before he lends himself 

and his high office to an a.ct of mediation and of calling a conference unless 

he is assured beforehand concerning the agenda of the conference . Else he will 

be helping to pull Mr . Hitler's chestnuts out of the fire just as he did a year 
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ago in hmich . It is no enough to know the inte t i ons . You must kno the 

peopl with ihom you are dealing . You have got to be vri e and cunni as a 

serpent or you just help to confu e . 

Thee can be no peace in Europe as long as Hitler and the Nazis remain 

in power or as long as there is not built up in Europe a pm erful international 

agency ~ith the prospect of keeping Hitler and the Nazis in control . For you 

are a.ealing here , to use a mild term, with oensei.>us~ gangsters . You are dealing 
suid we will 

here with people ho do not know what faith is , with people ~ho/respectthe 

integrity of Austri<\_and six months later destroyed it ; who s id 1e 1ill respect 

the integrity of Czechoslovakia nd six months later raped it ; who sore they 

would respect the integrity of Pol nd and no destro~ed it ith fire d 

sword . e are dealing here ~ith a regime of ins1tiable appetite . ise arrl 

peace-loving people thought these people could oe peased . So for years , 

no , one concession after ano her has been made, t e price paid, 9~ ee w se , 

by the stronger nations. But the cppetites . re whetted , 

nots tisfied . 

These folks a e out to dominate Europe . They said so . They me·n it . 

The are utterly unprincipled . The are utterly shameless. Just a year ago 

Mr . Hitler was praising the Poles to the skies , 

Poles were . (I could have told him a few thin 

ting ho • wonderful the 

about the ole~) . But 

he found it to his political advantage to extol them . In hi speech he couldn't 

find vords cJnical enough, contempti le enough to tell them . In h s book 

he call the Fre ch a mongrel race . He 5aid h·1 they are the 1 st deci • on 

in Europe and the last reckoning will have to be ith the French . Fr ce 

will have to be destroyed . And yesterday, he couldn ' t find \',ords flower 

enough t o describe them - a noble race , et c . etc . ad nauseum . For t enty 

ears now Mr . Hitler has been foaming at t he mouth denouncing Bolshevism and 

Communism, brandin them as the very devils of thee r th. For the 1~st twenty 
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years he has been bristling i th denunciations of Sovietism - \·,hat he called 

Jew sh Bolshevism and talinism, etc. In hi speech he said nothing but kirrl 

•,ords about Stalin •ho is not his ally. "Communism is Communism and N tional 

Socialism is ational Socialism and I don't ant to fight you ." It is 

onl those capitalist countrie~ - England and France who beJW want.-3. to fight 

ou. This is the shamelecs unprincipled spirit of~ thi~ re ime. 
I 

Of course their objEct is to destroy the French hen they have the 

opportunity - and the Russians when they 1ill have an opportunity. 

He said in his speech that methods don't matter . It is only the results 

th t count. That is the revealing phr se in tha t speech. If it serve our 

purpose to so~ hate, intolerance and suspicion a ainst a group of people, 

a ce, a movement , if it serves our adv nta e, don't ve any scruples ab~ut 

i t . Just go aheadand do it. ~ethods don't co t. Just the results count. 

There n 11 be no peace in Europe until thL regime and thi man ill 

be destroyed or put under iron control of an or anized Europe which can control 

these aggre r sors and finally put a stop to them. 

As I see the situation it is this: If ·1ar goes on, if Hitler is not ready 

t o meet ·n a erious way ;ith then tions of the world for a serious reconsideration 

of the hole Europe problem , if the ar goes on, it is likel then to be a very 

long and bloody war and it is , in my jud ment, the duty of our great country to 

give to the Allie, France - nd Great Britain, a maximum of aid short of war -

a maximum of aid short of war. If Pres dent calls a conf r anee, if Pre ident 

Roosevelt assume the role of medi tor, then it should be stipulated in advance 

that at this confe1ence, the jut claims of a free and independent Czechoslov kia 

must be considered, the jut and free irrlependence of Poland mur t be considered, 

the just and free claims of A tria mu t be considered and the just ri hts of 
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minorites must be considered, and the just claims of the Je ish minority must 

be considered. There will never be peace in Europe until the r·_ghts of the 

Jewish minorities are adjusted. (It is question that comes u a ain and a ain). 

If nations of Europe, finally terrified by the rospect of a holocaust, 

are brou ht to a Conference, every basic issue aff ectin the pe ce of Europe 

must be di cus ed not on the um terms of Hitler, but on the terms of 

justice for all, on the t erms of inter ational la 1. 
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Labor Zionists Stress Unity of Thought and Action 
al National Convention 

ment of a Jewish state or colony in 
a part of Paland was sharply at­
tacked by speakers at the annual con­
ference of the Order Sons of Zion 
held at the Hotel Astor last w ek. 
More than 500 representatives of af­
filiated branches in the metropolitan 
area attended. Following a discus­
sion, in which many delegates par­
ticipated, the conference unanimously 
adopted a resolution denouncing the 
Hitler plan as a "hypocritical scheme, 

fraught with the gravest of dangers 
for European Jewry." 

The conference, which marked the 
opening of an emergency membership 
drive of the Order, also approaved a 
resolution calling upon the British 
Government, as the Mandatory Power 
over Palestine, to allow the immed­
iate entry into Palestine of one hun­
dred thousand Jewish refugees from 
Poland and other European countries. 

The Poale Zion-Zeire ion, the labor 
group of the Zionist Organization of 
America, opened its twenty-third an­
nual convention at the "Y" Wednes­
day evening with a large meeting, 
attended by some of the great Zion­
ist leaders from this country and 
abroad. 

Mr. Solomon Osheroff was the local 
chairman of the meeting. He intro­
duced Mr. David Wertheim, the na­
tional secretary c,f Poale Zion-Zeire 
Zion, who introduced the rest of the 
speakers. David Pinsky, Jewish dra­
matist and President of the Jewish 
National Workers Alliance next 
spoke; he was followed by Ezra Sha­
piro of Cleveland, a member of the 
Administrative Committee of the 
Zionist Organization of America. Mr. 
Shapiro brought greetings from Dr. 
Solomon Goldmann who was unable 
to attend the convention. 

"Basically, in this critical hour, 
none of us will allow ourselves the 
luxury of division of thought," said 
Mr. Shapiro, "for upon us Zionists in 
America rests the whole task of car­
rying on; we must shoulder the en­
tire burden of Zionist work." 

"Let us come to future Congresse 
when this war shall have ceased, with 
a strong Yishuv, a Yishuv which 
shall have built a better social order 
to which the whole world can look 
when the world needs it most." 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of 
the Jewish National Fund, was next 
on the list of speakers. H~ mention­
ed the International Committee on 
Refugee Problems which is meeting 
in Washington with President Roose­
velt. 

Dr. Goldstein said, "We know that 
even though new territorial plans are 
adopted by this committee, the heart 
of the Jew leads only to Eretz Israel. 
Whether the proposition be the banks 
of the Vistula, the wilds of Ethiopia, 
or the interior of South America, the 
Jewish people can only find happi­
ness on the banks of the Jordan." 

"Zionism," continued Dr. Goldstein, 
"is the Jewish will to live; it is a 
stubborn refusal to face the worst. It 
is the practical embodiment of the 
words of the ancient Jews, 'I shall 
not die, but live' and by that token 
we have met here, today." 

Israel Merminsky, secretary of the 
Histadrut, or Workers Federation of 
Palestine, was the closing speaker. 
Mr. Merminsky spoke in Yiddish but 
he gave a statement in English at 
the close of the meeting. He said, 
"The pioneer spirit of Poale Zion 
is the spirit of Jewish youth and 
Jewish life in these terrible days; not 
the ideological spirit, but the prac­
tical realization of Zionism which 
makes us a working, creative, Jewish 
nation." 

The Poale Zion-Zeire Zion Conven­
tion continued with a round table dis­
cussion on Thursday morning. Thurs­
day evening, Mr. Mermlnsky spoke on 
"The Present Situation in Palestine 
and its Problems.'' Friday night a 
symposium was held on "The Condi­
tion of Jewry Throughout the World. 

The discussion was led by Baruch 
Zuckerman, Poale Zion leader, and 
Dr. S. Sokol, recently of Vienna. Sat­
urday night there will be a general 
discussion on the labor movement and 
the present war, led by Hayim Green­
berg, author and editor of "The Jew­
ish Frontier." Sunday night the Con­
ference will conclude with an open 
meeting at Webster Hall at which the 
speakers will be Mr. Merminsky and 
Mr. Zuckerman. 

Maurice Samuel to 
Addreu J. N. F. 

Maurice Samuel, noted author and 
lecturer, will be the guest spea~er 
at the annual meeting of the Pitts­
burgh Council, Jewish National Fund, 
on Tuesday evening, October 2, at 
8:30 o'clock at the Y. M. & W. H. A. 

A noted novelist and essayist, Mr. 
Samuel has won high critical acclaim 
for his writings, having almost a 

Mr. Maurice Samuel 
dozen books to his credit. His latest 
novel "Beyond Woman," wa~ • char­
acterized as one of the most brilfiant 
pieces of writing of the season. His 
other books include "King Mob," a 
study in mass psychology, "Jews on 
Approval," "You Gentiles," "On the 
Rim of the Wilderness," "I, the Jew," 
etc. 

He is widely known as a lecturer 
and orator on literary and economic 
topics as well as in Jewish communal 
affairs, and has also contributed ex­
tensively to leading American and 
European newspapers and maga­
zines. 

Annual reports by chairmen of all 
committees will be given at the meet­
ing and election of officers and board 
of directors for the ensuing year will 
take place. 

Zionist Order Here Denounces 
Plan lor "J ewuh State" 

In Poland 
New York -- The reported plan of 

Hitler to solve the so-called Jewish 
"problem" in Europe by the establish-
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~~~~~-------~~~;;;.;;;::;;. EDITORIAL ~~~~~~~~~~ 
MORT AR FOR THE BRICKS 

IT is noteworthy that the eminent speak­
ers invited to address the Poale Zion­
Zeire Zion National Convention now 

being held in this city have, without ex­
ception, stressed the crying need for Jew­
ish solidarity in the face of disconcerti 
prospects and for trust in a tomorrow that 
will surely vindicate American Zionist ef­
forts toward the establishment of the 
Homeland. 

Besides the greetings they bore from 
their respective communities and organi­
zations they brought encouragement and 
solace, thereby making the conclave a mass 
rededication to Israel's aims throughout 
the world. Such a spirit must have im­
pressed the deliberations that have al-­
ready taken place as it is bound to affect 
those conferences which lie ahead for the 
week-end, and if each delegate carries 
home with him the motif which was sound­
ed at the opening meeting last Wednesday 
night, the Convention will have done much 
to sustain fading hopes. 

Elsewhere in this issue is an account 
of the Convention's activities to date, in­
cluding pertinent remarks from several of 
the speakers which space limitations pre­
vent our recording here. The story indi­
cates how exhaustive have been the efforts 
of Labor Zionism in helping to weld the 
forces of world Jewry into an implement 
of peace and reconstruction among the 
peoples of the earth. 

MORE CANT FROM DETROIT 

W HEN the swastika joined hands 
with the hammer and sickle (to 
what end only the gods can tell !) . 

bewilderment descended upon many a 
brow that had carried the torch for either 
ideology. Articulate voices suddenly be­
came muffled, and tongues that had utter­
ed every metaphorical catch-phrase in the 
books stumbled and hesitated. In Detroit, 
the keeper of the Shrine of the Little 
Flower fulminated awkwardly against his 
pet peeves, only to discover that his peeves 
had sublimated. 

Last week, in what was his last broad­
cast on a cash and carry basis, Coughlin 
recovered his composure sufficiently to re­
turn to his old form. Continuing to in­
veigh against the revision of the Neutral-
ity Bill, he urged Britain and France to 
heed Hitler's peace offers, declaring that 
Germany and Russia were "well prepared 
to fight the capitalistic nations," which, he 
asserted, were "weak internally and so­
cially." 

It is obviously the aim of the Detroit 
priest to convince his listeners that Amer­
ica should remain completely aloof from 
the European conflict while the democra­
cies dicker for peace with two of the 
world's arch-connivers on their terms. 
Then calm would return to the troubled 

w ers of the earth, and there would once 
ain be good-will among men. 
Such duplicity did not escape the alert 

eye of Monsignor John A. Ryan of Cath­
olic Univ rs1 y w o replied immediately to 

1 Coughlin in the following terms: 
i "The person who asserts that we 

hould be impartial and indifferent 
with regard to the conflict between 
the Hitler Government and the Al­
lies repudiates not only Christ's gos­
pel of brotherly love but the princi­
ples of· national morality. In the pres­
ent crisis our country is morally ob­
liged to do all that it reasonably can 
to def eat Hitler and destroy Hitler­
ism. o permit the ~le of American 
mun tion and other aterials under a 
'cas and-carry' sys m would not in­
volv grave risk an might be deci­
sive in the present onflict." 
Mo and more, it would appear, do pro­

tests arise from the shrines of his own 
church against this most potent menace to 
the American way of life. 

"SUN" -BEAM 1 

W E reprint herewith an editorial 
appearing recently in the New 

• York Sun which we hope might 
find its way into every home in the na­
tion. It is an imperishable credo which 
may well serve, in these dismal days, as an 
unequivocal challenge to those virulent in­
fluences within our borders which seek to 
infect and destroy: 

He Is An American 
He is an American. 
He hears an airplane overhead, and 

if he looks up at all does so in cur­
iosity, neither in fear nor in the hope 
of seeing a protector. 

His wife goes marketing, and her 
purchases are limited by her needs, 
her tastes, her budget, but not by 
decree. 

He comes home of an evening 
through streets which are well light­
ed, not dimly in blue. 

He has never had a gas mask on. 
He has never been in a bombproof 

shelter. 
His military training, as R. 0. T. C. 

course in college, he took because it 
excused him from the gym course, 
and it was not compulsory. 

He belongs to such fraternal or­
ganizations and clubs as he wishes. 

He adheres to a political party to 
the extent that he desires-the dom­
inant one, if that be his choice, but 
with the distinct reservation that he 
may criticize any of its policies with 
all the vigor which to him seems pro­
per - any other, as his convictions 
dictate, even, if it be his decision, one 
which holds that the theory of gov­
ernment of the country is wrong and 
should be scrapped. 
He does not believe, if his party is out 
of power, that the only way in which 

it can come into power is through a 
bloody revolution. 

He converses with friends, even 
with chance acquaintanc8s, express­
ing freelv his opinion on any subject 
without fear. 

He does not expect his mail to be 
opened between posting and receipt, 
nor his telephone to be tapped. 

He changes his place of dwelling, 
and does not report so doing to the 
police. 

He has not registered with the po­
lice. 

He carries an identification card 
only in case he should be the victim 
of a traffic accident. 

He thinks of his neighbors across 
international borders; of those to the 
north as though they were across a 
State line, rather than as foreigners; 
of those to the south more as strang­
ers, since they speak a language dif­
ferent from him, and with the knowl­
edge that there are now matters of 
difference between his Government 
and theirs, but of neither with an ex­
pectancy of war. 

He worships God in the fashion of 
his choice, without let. 

His children are with him in his 
home, neither removed to a place of 
greater safety, if young, nor, if old­
er, ordered ready to serve the state 
with sacrifice of limb or life. 

He has his problems, his troubles, 
his uncertainties, but all others are 
not overshadowed by the imminence 
of battle and sudden death. 

He should struggle to preserve his 
Americanism with its priceless priv­
ileges. 

He is a fortunate man. 
He is an American. 

RABBINICAL WISDOM 

T O those who would add to their fund 
of J udaica we recommend "A Rabbi 
Teaches" by Dr. Herman Hailperin, 

rabbi of Tree of Life Synagogue in Pitts­
burgh. From the press of Bloch Publish­
ing Company, it is a collection of addresse 
and sermons delivered from the pulpit of 
the house of worship of which he has been 
spiritual leader since Dr. Coffey relin­
quished the post. 

Dr. Hailperin has, we believe, selected 
those theses from the many he had at his 
disposal in order to make his volume as 
effective an instrument as possible in cre­
ating a stronger bond between Jew and 
Christian. For although the sermons deal 
largely with Jewish problems, they are 
developed along humanistic rather than ec­
clesiastical lines. Their mood is that of 
teaching, not exhortation, and reveals to 
the non-Jewish reader especially how a 
Jewish leader deals critically with hi 
people. 

"A Rabbi Teaches" is a stimulating 
handbook of contemporary Jewish thought 
and may well serve as a cornerstone to any 
library embracing the temper of our times. 




