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TH~ UNHOLY ALLI CE OF ~TALIN AND HITLER 
Its Implications for the ¥orld and for the Jewish People 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, October 15, 1939 



One of the most powerful elements of emotional interest and appeal 

in a gre· t tragedy i s wh ' t the Greeks called "Peripeteia". It is a sharp 

reversal , a recoil of a situation. When the train of action in a series of 

incidents in a drama tends to bring about a certain end and actually results in 

something wholly different - that is 11Peripeteia 11 • We call it today very often 

the "Irony of Destiny". This "Peripeteia is exemplified in the Greek Drama 

110edipus 11 where the messenger brings great tidings to the king , which 

tidings are supposed to remove all fear and all dread from him; but they 

actually bring disaster upon him . Our Bible has the same motif illustr .ted 

in the story of Joseph and his Brethren, the story of dordecai and Haman -

when the whole plot seems to work toward one end and then suddenly seems 

to iork in the opposite direction . 

In the political tr· i.gedy of our day , the Russo-German Pact has been 

something in the nature of a "Per ipeteia", something veering round in a 

certain political trend and then suddenly changing to the very opposite. 

For sheer startling drama , nothing in the annals of recent political history 

of the world is comparable to this ·;udden reverse, this sudden recoil, the 

overwhelming shock - something shattering alike to the friends and the foes 

both of Nazism and Communism . 

One can , of course , if one is so inclined , minimize the ·mportance of 

this catastrophe , this pact . It is , of course only a non-aggre~sion pact and 

not a military alliance between the Soviet Union and the Third Reich . The 

Soviet Union has similar pacts of non-aggression with other nations . The 

The Soviet Union is still nominally neutral in the Europ _l n War . The Soviet 

Union h·1s but recently signed a trade p ct with Great Britain . All of which 
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is of course true but un ortunately it is not the r:hole truth. The timing 

of the Russo-German Pat was clearly crea ted to serve notice on the 1orld , 

and it so served notice on the rnrld, that as far as the Soviet Union was 

concerned, the Nazis had a free hand in Poland and th'Lt the Nazis need ve no 

fer of Russian intervention. They need not fear the establishment of an 

Eastern Front against them. This act was tre·1ted in Ge many i. ith jubilee 

and it was the signal for the inv~sion of Pol nd. And unle~s the politic 1 

le ders of osco are les s wise and less astute than ;e give them credit 

for, they must have knmvn that by the signing of that pact at tha t rticular 

time, they were actually accessories to the declaration of war upon Polend . 

Furthermore, is is now clet:.i.r th., t the condi.tion receding to the 

signing of this pct was an agr ement relative to the pr t itian of Poland ith 

hich Russia also had a non-aggre"'s ion pact. There :as an agreement th-t 

should the partition of Poland take lace , Ru sia • ould receive a large rh· re 

of the loot. The act tht t Russia waited until Poland as crushed, until 

Germall'J had broken olnnd before hem rched in to claim her share added 

co ardice to tha.t theft. 

It is furthermore clear now that while secret negot'9tion rere going 

n for a Nazi-Co. 11unist p ct, secret negotia tions no\·m to the world, public 

negotiations were going on ·within sight of the hole mrld bet een Great lJritctn 

and Fr·nce looking to a milit ryalliance ~ith Russia. Russia as publicly 

looking to an alliance ·th the emocracies of the. est in un effort to 

check ·,hat up to that moment Russia maintained as the aggre si vene s of the 

Nazi regime. This alliance h d been or ye·rs a c·rd·nal objective of the 

Rus ian oreign policy. It as also the loudly procl i.Ined pr nciple of 

all their party members all over the ~orld. The slo un u~ed 1as the slo ~n 

of the "Popular Front" and Russia ~as to serve as a ort of spe rh d of all 

the emocr! cies of the orld because Russia announced herself as a democr·cy, 
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against Fas ist nd Nazi aggression . 'ihile these ~Jart membe .. s ere chantine 

this slogan of "Stop Hitler!", "Rise to the defense of weaker nations of the 

1rorld ! ", hile the Soviet Union was building up the facade , behind the facade 

negotiations wer e being c·i.rried on for a colossal alliance which Ge many and 

Russia shared , a collos· 1 plan for the plundering of Pol~nd in which they ~ere 

to share . The f ctthat Poland 1,as unwilling to have Ru. sian soldie rs m rch 

trough her territory, the fact t ha t Rus~ia had been snubbed t juni ch , 

disregarded , is not suffici~nt warrant for this "Peri0eteia11 , this s rp revers 1 , 

this surrender of basic principles nd b· sic convictions . 

Furthermore the price hich Hitle r had to pay for this pact ith the 

Soviet Union sho -,s t hat this pact is not cuite s innocent· s so e of the 

apologists of the Soviet Union would have us el · eve . Here is t he bittere t foe 

of Co ir unism , Hitler, who made it the chie ohject ·ve of his lie to destroy 

Communism; here the bitterest oe actually op nu t e doors o Europe ide to 

Communism . Here , this man is compelledto turn over countries which heh d 

staked out as the p rticular preserves of the Third Reich - all the Baltic 

countries . He turns them over to wha t amounts to the domina tion of r oscow . 

H re he agrees to the presence of Savi t troops on the borders of Hun· ry 

and Rumania , thereby definitely shaking his Drang noch Osten , his position to 

the East . Hitler would not pay this price just for an innocent non-aggre :c- si.on 

pact unless he was driven by an ove whelrnin pol i tic· 1 amb'tion and unless 

heh d received concrete and defin te . romises of help in the Poli h Cam1 - i gn , 

perhaps also in a c mp ign in the i,est . And the extent of • ny orient · tion 

hich has come ·bout between R ~ia and Germ ny, the extent of the ne 

frat erni zation et een these mo tal enemies s indic·ted br the f ct that 

Molotov now find it necessary t o join Hitler in denouncing Gre t Britain 
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an Fr·~Tl e for doing the very th.:.ng •• hich a yec r ago he denounced them for not 

doing , namely , going to w·r to check azi aggression . Molotov is actually 

c"lli ng this war hich Communists the worl over h ve been planning , a c oit 1list 

war . And i t is Gre t Britain and Fran e who are nm the 'mr-mongers , not Germ ny 

and Russia . It is tolotov ·lnd Stalin who now j oin with fr . Hitler in itler' s 

desperate pe·1.ce maneuver to force the world to approve Hitler s bloody conquest 

in Poland . So this pact is not an innocent non-aggression p· ct . It sounds 

very much more like ' t deliberate aggr e~slon pact . 

,'hether Russia will fight, in the days to come , alongside Hitler remains 

to be seen . One ~ould be very foolish to be dogmatic about anyt: in tod y . 

It is doubtful - that is all that one can say - that Russia ¼ill fight 

for Germany . Russia fe ... rs w.,. r just as much as n·t1er fe rs war . Why should 

she fight if she can have Germany do the fi hti fr her? Andi thee 

is really a str ong community of interest bet nth Nazis nd the Communists , 

whether thee is e· ly so much in common betv.een these countries as so many 
this 

people say, hether under/±iul scheme these tvm dict·1torships h· ve have r more 

in co,nmon than e • the has to the so-c· lled c·.pi alist countries in the orld -

that , too , is di ficult to sa . In all prob~bilit y this lli nee will not 1st 

very long bee u e it is an alliance vhich h·s pr oved distinctl profitable 

to the Co mists and unprofitable to the Nazis . And the 

rofit in this m tter . 

re both out for 

Vhether .r . t lin ' s secret sinister purpose i to ~ait 'l rrl see 

Gre · t Britain nd 1'rance and German bl~ed themselv s to de th , s it were , 

on the b·ttle~i 1 of the orld r exha1 ting ·ostern Europe nd th eb 

preparing the roun for fur t her invasion of Communi m i n Europe - th•3t , too , 

in my jud m nt can come about, pr ovi ed th re is no reversal , e us in 11 

such logic· l lots that one can oresee , t 1·e l v ys the el m nt of wh t 

-
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the Gr eks alled "Peripeteia", the chance of sharp reversal . You my 

rec 11 t • t some of t~e great politic~l le·ders o France a~ re·t Britain 

hoped for such a thing to a:fect Germany and Russia . They hoped th t Ger, ny 

would drive East and ultimately to war v. 1th Russia . The t o na tions oul 

exhau~t themselves aid Fr n e and ngland would be able to st nd on the side­

lines and enjoy themselves . But lr ays that "Peripetei1." m·ikes a mockery 

of sch ell-planned ides . So that anyb dy that presumes to peak 

proph-=-tic .... lly on ., t i go· r £, o happen tod or the next day or the ext 

• ~r , is ~suming to gre ta task . 

Ail thing re n flux . It nations ere abidin - b~ ' ic 'princi)le , 

could in a e se nticip~te t eir ac ~on , t e could pl n ui th purpose . 

But if n tions re eng ed in a ecper t ~ame o 

c·n haopen jtIBt as al"ays anythin h s happened. 

A fe • lies have lre d bee e o ed . 

po:er politic , . thi 

ut fe, thing~ re cl r . 

The fir~t gre·t c sualties of the Second orld ' ar have een Nazi~rn 

nd Comm ism . By that , do not man th t the ~azi or Co 1m t regim 

have collap~ed . Their poler i s till uncll llenging in their homel~nd . 

B tit is import nt ot onl· to see tings , ut to see tnrough thin • 

llien you see t hrough t ing , ~rou see t --t someho • so .ethin h· ppe ed 

in the l est f • eeks - the ~pirit h s departed from these o movements . 

T e~ , re hollov- . Their re· t loy· 1 ties , th ir re t h! te , their re t 

premonitions ve proved the el ve to be in he e es of the •,rhol orl ~ just 

syn hetic emo on m nuf cured for propa nda purpose . The le ders of 

the le ders of other countr those t"~ o countries nov: st rid reve led lik 

as c, nical politicians bent upo ret·inin 

t·k n purve to do it , then h v pur • 

their po ,er 't 11 co I f it 

If t takes l ' quid tions and 
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intrigues , then have liquid· tions nd intri ues . Theim ort· nt t1in is 

to "' t a) in :)O''<'er even if we have to sacrifice our v. hole creed a d Faith . 

That i ht sound cruel , extreme . But unfortun t ely th ti true . 

iha t (; s , or ex mple the m in thesis, the heart of the book , "Mein 

Ka pf"? why it wac var to the death of Communi ... m. In th·· t name he des r o., ed 

the German Republic . He slel th 1u nds , exiled te so thous nds . He made 

Ger n; an intellectual prison hou e. The r e· son th t Co munis mu t e 

dectro.7ed is th:,t Communi mis a univers l plague . Your din his book 

ad n u ea th t Communisrr. is a ·:orld dis et: . ... e . "The poi c,onou pe . .i i l ence 

r hich muC't of nece~sity led to the destruction of the entire ankind . 11 

He explains hif' venemous anti-Semitism in his ook on the rounc, th· t the Jew 

vrnr responsible for Co. unis . CorllI:'luni rr i • s hen 'conspiracy to de tro r 

all non-Je ic,h N· t ion 1 St·te " • 

In his book, ein Kam f , at the clo"'e of ·t, he reverl his 

pol'tic&l test ent for posterit . This is 7h the s a out Commu ism , 

and this is ·what he s ys in ·~ r ning the German people : " ·ever make an lliance 

·ith Russia i" I quite verbatim - this i on p ge Q 9: 

"Thus the f ct of the conclueoion o a tre"t,. v.◄ith Russia embodie the 

decl· r tion of the next 1· r . It outcome vrould e the end of rm n . 

"In add'tion, there ·s the follo in : 

11 1 . ~ e mm t never forg t th t the regent of pre ent-da Ru i re 

common blood ained criminal ; thut here i~ the scum of hum nity , hich, frvorod 

conditions in a tr-1 ic hour , overr reat t ate , utch red a. d rooted out 

millions of its leadin _, intellects w th avage bloodthir tines , nd or 

ne · rl ten e· rs has exerci d the mot fri htful re ime of tyr nny o_ 11 time . 
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Nor must we for et th t these rulers belon to a n'-" ion ', hich combin s a r re 

mixture of bes ti 1 horror v;i th n inconcei v ble gift of lyin r , nd today more 

t 1an ever before believes itself called upon to impo~e its bloody opprecsions on 

the 1hole world . 'e must not for e~ th t the interrn tion 1 J ei.· , ho toda 

rules Russia ab olutely, seeE in German , not ~· n lly, but a t te marked for 

the e destiny . But one doec not conclude a tre t:-ir .:.. th someone whoRe sole 

intere"'t i the destruction o~ his partner . A ove all , one does no ke them 

i th p~rties to whom no tre ty would ,e sucred , since they inhabit this v:orld , 

not as the advocates of honor nd ft truthfulne ~s , but ac the advo tes of 

1 •in, deceit , theft , rapine, and plundering . If anybody thi "'of going into 

a tre t with p rasi tes, this reeembles a tree•~ efforts to conclude to its 

o ·m udv· t a e a agreement v-i th a mi C'tletoe . 

II ... . The danger v,h..:..ch once over helmed l ··ays f· ces German . 

Onl r a ourgeois simpleton an fl tter himself t ··t bolC'hevi m i"' b ni hed . 

In Rur- in bolshevic-m \·e must r.ce Je, 1 s t,.•e ti th-ce tury effort tot Ke vmrld 

dom· ion unto it elf . 

"Germ is tod the next gre·t b·ttle aim of bolshevi"'m . It require 

all the ~orce of oung mi ~ion~ry idea once c ain to inspire our na tion to br k 

out of the n r of thi.~ int rn t • on 1 snake and ntcrnally to heck the t nting 

of our blood , so that then tion ' ~ orce c n there r be devo ed to the ~ecuring 

of our n·tionalit , ~hich m·y make it po si le to prevent repetition of the 

fi al c&ta.strophe until the end o time . But 'f one pur"'ue thi"' o l , then 

it is in nity to ally ones lf ·ith a po ·1er "hich ha sits rulers the mort 1 

eneru of our o n future . Ho ·1 h 11 our om na tion be freed from the ch ins 

of this poisonous embr ce if eh nd ourselves over to it? How reve'l 

bol hevi~m to the individu 1 German ,orker s ccursed crime int hum nit 

if ve 11 ourselves th the or i"ation of this p m o~ hell , nd th reby 

r ecogni"e i t as a ,hol ? iith what riaht h 11 ·e then condemn members of the 
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broad ma es for theirs mp~thy for a view of life if the ver 1 le ders 

of the t te choose the repre~entatives of this vievr of life as llie? 

"The strug le ' Lainst Jewish bolsheviz tion of the world requires a 

cle·r attitude towards Soviet Russi. You cannot drive out the Devil vith 

Beelzebub." 

This is Hitler's testimon to the ermany people . You kno, m n people 

talk about the book n 1ein Kampf", but few read it. If you read it ·nd t ink 

over the eventsof the day, you realize wh t b f kir he is. Ho man • eople 

would like us to believe th t Hitler s the champion of Chri~ti ity g inst 

the atheic-tic bolshev·sm of Russi~ Ho man people actually condoned H"tler 1 

s rstematic attack on the Jets becau e the had been p rsuaded ·t the Jes 

ere responsible for Communism nd that Hitler 

How m n of ou rec·ll the famou phr e of Dr. 

• s fi hting Co mun · m~ 

r· Buckrn .n, this very 

fine Chri tian entleman, ~ho in one of his gr t me ents s~id: "Thank God 

for man like Adolf Hitler who wi]l tand gainst the nti-Chr·st of 

Communism." 

And this man, Hitler, no makes jest of 1 life's test ment~ , cl ps 

hand with the Enem of I ankind, lets the univers 1 plague s I ep over the 

Baltics to the B lkans and is proud of hi friendship ,ith thi count , no1 

th t t lin relies on Hitler's aid. And ctually, by one of thee tr nge 

ironies of 'ate, recently in Vienna, "the police ~ent oround ·nd confi cated 

all anti-bol~hevi t and ant -Rus~ian liter'ture in the bookshop. Agre· t 

bonfire v s s arted in the Qtubenrin, in front of the Unive,~it of Vienna, 

nd part of this lit r ture J'S burned." 

And imil rl ,. i th the Communists - ever since th pers cutions of the 

Comrunists in German ~ en Hitler came to po er in 19 7., ev r since th t 

infamous Reichst fire when he sought to put the bl me on the Commun sts, 
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they have carried on a persi tent campaign of denunciation a ainst Hitler , 

the Nazis and their program. Ther returned t he complimentE in kind .... 

But today , today the offi cial Bolshevik paper, the "Izvest a", ays that 

Hitlerism is as a "matter o taste" , and that the annihilation of Hitlerism 

means to commit an act of criminal folly in politics . " And they again proceed 

to bring into play nationalization , and they are ver hand \\i th it . 

Ideologies don't seem to count very much . Both of thee countries are 

back to the old-fashioned, self-centered national and imperial intere ts . 

Hitler is back to the realm of the Kaiser's imperial German exp ns·on dream . 

t lin is back to the imperial policies of the Czar - Est ard , Northeast ~ard , 

Southeast ard . This practice of turning ay inst our creed for political 

objectives is very common in the political histo ~ of ankind. You may recall 

that during the Thirty Ye rs V1ar , Richelieu, the C hol i c Cardinal, l eagued 

himself up vd th the Prote tant tr tes in Europe i or er to push the French 

front er Eastward to the disadvantage of the Roman Catholic Empire . France 

made an alliance with ohammed a ainst the Catholic Chr·stian Emperor 

Charles V. ' ith St lin, Russi seems to enter the Napoleonic t age - Naooleonic 

slogans "Libert" , Equality, Fr· ternity" . Actually, Napoleon as eng ged in 

the old imperial program of extendin the borders of Fr·nce - an t ional 

imperialist pro r · m. Stalin eems to have re ched this Napoleonic s tate 

of the Russin Empire . His pretext for exp nsionism w s to liberate the 

oppressed m nori ties and Ru: sia ·ms to lib er te them . 

That is ifhat Hitler said 1hen he took over Sudetenland . o one took 

the trouble to ask the Whit Rusi ns ,hether they :anted to be compa ~ionately 

embr ced by Ru la . The ere conquered . Arrl it is also likely that talin 

made a pact with Japan at the expense of China . 
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This shamless self-expose on the part of present-d£y Nazi~m and Communism 

has destroyed intellectual or emotional appeal there may have been in the orld 

as a vorld movement drawin its guidance from iosco. The Third Intern tionale 

is ~recked. Many of their followers have disappeared. They feel themselves 

betrayed. Some are still smiling to keep from crying. And Is y all this 

not gloatingly, but in great sadness. There was a great measure o~ r eal 

idealism back of the Communist Revolution. One can't help deprecate the 

methods. e all did depreca te the methods of the revolution. But one can't 

shut his e es from seeing the inherent idealistic movement, its desire to 

raise up the people in education and in economic status. From this pulpit 

more than once ords of defense ·ere spoken for a Russia id hich all people 

seemed at th t time to malign, to see nothing of merit or orth. But 

unfortunately, under Stalin the R ssian Revolu ion eems to have driven far 

a1ay from th t ingctherin inspirrtion. It has dr ted more and more to 

despotism. All its revolution r leader ho made the revolution have been 

either shot or exiled. Russia is a country tod~y hich is governed by methods 

of pur es and liquidations. It is a Russia hich in the l ast six years could 

not find room for a sin le refugee driven out from German or Centr·l urope. 

In the same ay the azi ·ar, the Nazi crusade on Communi m h 

collapsed. They tried to link the Jels 'th ism in ane fort to di credit 

both the Je~s nd Communism. That, too, has collapsed. Poli tical anti- emitism 

u ed as politic 1 motif has been discredited b the ver: con pir tors ho 
. 

popularized it, by the azi ang ters themselves. Th·t, my friends, is 11 

to the good. hen the clouds of w r will h ve cle·red a· a and e ill be 

able to think a little more cle·rly, because we are no longer e g tricked 

b slo ans and c tch ords of thi sort. 



-11-

From th s collapse o Naz· and Communist so-c· lled i dea l·s:n, lemo 

emerges more resplendent t . never . Those corrupt countr·es , those ·ar-

breeding countries - and it has now been demon~trated th· t the re hotbed 

of intrigue - it is becomin clear every da tha emoc ·cy is the s lv tion 

oft e 1orld , th t the slo , laborious cumb rsome trial nd error demo r cy -

that nd tha t alone n ee t he world sane nd pe eful . 

As ar as the Jews econ erned , anot er million Jews have come under 

the rule o the Comm mist regime . 

a gr e t el·verance for the Jers 

any in Communist Party say that has b en 

Poland . I am afraid t· ey ve not 

entered an . rra ·ise . As r as their po~·tion ·s concerned - ,hatever 

little ropert ~s left to the Je~s in :est rn oland ill be A • nized 

and ~h tever the have in E· ster Poland will b nized . 

be li uid • ted . a s s a v·tsl 

comml.lilal life ill dis pe· r . Some have . aid th •t n hav· n clas ed 

hands w· th Hi r may beco e anti-Semitic even s Musso1·n1 . (pe • on 1 opin·on) . 

For the mom nt th·s alli nee bet een the to most o erful countries 

on t e continent of Europe - the one ossessed of gre· t technic· 1 sKill and 

the other of unnumbered nat al revourc s - for the time be 

spells no good for c vi ·z ton . 

this alli nee 

And 0 -a· n , I remind ou t t in the gre t rch o 1 · re , it is ver y often 

that thing th t the ee s c lled "Peri~etei ", reversal , rec il , \·hich i 

impo tant and thro h \': ich th· t great r o ress of • nKind h s come about . 
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' The men drafted for milit~ry tra ininf aro br ought by force into tho 
barracks. Rows between the CT(; r man und s1ovak soldie rs occur eve ry duy. In 
order to avoid the se conflicts tho Slovak soldiers are not pe rmitted to go 
out in groups of more tho.n threa m0n. Poople , re continua.lly asking why the 
leaders of the fa.scist Hlinlro. guards ure not yot ut · the front, especiully 
since they wore tho first onos in favor of the wur. In August hundreds of 
Slovak soldiers had gone ove r to the Peles. Today, the re are dnily de se rters 
going over to Hungary. 

Not only the pe ople , but some members of the Slovak government are dis­
illusioned because Slovu]d ho.s been oocupiod by Hitler, even though her 
independence was guar nteod for 25 yeurs. After the declaration of the Slo­
vak ministe r to Wa.rsa.w, tho Foreign Minister Durcansky and the War Ministe r 
Catlos l eft the ir posts as prot0st against the German invasion of Slovakia.. 
But both ministers had to cancul their r e signations. The War Ministcr,vlho 
is himself a general,is comple t e ly subordinuted under the German l ende rship. 
A Gorman commissur is even sitting in tho office of Prime Minister Tiso. 

The economic situati on of Slovakia is bocominf; worse and worse. The 
duily deficit amounts to three million Slovuk Kronon. Vnrious ente rprises 
were shut down because of the need of raw materials. Even in the agrarian 
districts the re is u lack of foodstuffs. The Gerrw.n militury authorities 
ure confisoating even more ruthle ssly than in the Protectorate.. Under these 
circumstance s the undorstanding for the fight against tho Nusi :re irne is grow­
ing among the Slovaks. 

IX Re ceftion of the Russian-Gcrnan Pa.ct i n Austria (End of 1~ugust) 

Vienna: The publication of the Russian-German Pact wa s welc omed en t husiastic­
ally. lhe day after its publication people ·,egan t o han _, ou t their fla s to 
celebrate. By 10 o'clock in the morning the police hod to intervene and 
prohibit the han f. ing out of f la gs. In the stre~ts, many people, among them 
particularly the workers, were greeting each other with upraised clenched 
fists and shouts of "Heil Mosco,.·,". Some of' them were arrested but r e leased 
after a few hours. Mo re importunt a s indicatine the attitude of the offici~ls, 
the police went a.round and confiscated all anti-bolshevist and anti-Russian 
lite rature in the bookshops. A great ·onfire wa s started in the Stubenring,in 
frontofthe University of Vienna. and a part of this literature was burned • 

. . F.rom Styria and other provincial distric t s a.swell as from circles 
of the undorground movement in Vienna come reports that the people aro ex­
tremely confused and depre ssed. 

X Rehind the Lines on tho Western Front 

The town of Aachen, with a population of 160,000, situated scurcoly five 
miles from both the Dutch and Belgian fronti e rs. has for n long time been 
the seat of extensive military operations. In fact tho population in this 
ureu can only assume from the tremendous concentration of troops und artil­
lery tho.t have been arriving there in the past ten days, that nn invasion of' 
Hollnnd is anticipated. The reports that follow were sent from iulchen and 
the neighboring small towns during tho third week of the ~~r. 

Evacuation Completely Disorganized: Mt\ny we eks beforo tho launching of the 
Polish oampnign the population of Aachen nnd tho neighborin countrysido were 
inform0d that they would be ovaouuted in case of war (soe eurlier reports). 




