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I 

• I 

I was in London early thi summer at the heirrht of these ,..on . And 

a mar velous ci ty it is , this metropolis o_ the v-orld , this hub o n r.mpire 

v·hich covers one-fourth of the glo e . It is a great cit.: athro 1ith tr de , 

commer ce and indus ry ,. hich seemed to be bustli ith life d boundle s 

ner g, r . I t ·as a city of great culture , em m ed i. th all thin of art and 

l earning . It ,·.-as a city of great cul ure , endowed ,··ith all thi s of ·1rt 

and learning v,hich one as ociates 'fi th civilization. Here wa city steeped 

in history, tr~diton , stron be~ond the stren th of centuries , iithal , as 

up-to-date s stream-lined modernity itself . The cit ' w s ay \ · th life , music , 

theatres , and yet stran,el ~ incon ruous nd fant stically unre 1 , in the midst 

of all this , the ,, ere building t r enches in Hyde-P rk , renches and d uts . 

nen you returned to your hotel from some fine concert , or a visit 

to one of the great mu"'eum of the city , you vere anded a p·mphlet : "Some 

Things You houJ.d Knm if \'ar Should Come" - how to recogniz·e air-raid 

v arning s and 1here t o procure .,rour a C, .,,k . You felt suddenl as if some 

ghost had passed by you, as if the bony finger of some skeleton had tu ged 

at your sleeve ands oning you down to another orld , a dark , d . , 

sepulchr 1 iorld underl in this brilliant world in which you h· ve been moving . 

You ,..at in beautiful Kew Gardens , a veritable avenue of flowers , of 

perfwne nd peace , or on ome quiet campus at one of the co l leges of Oxford , 

or by t he gentle Avon in th t green v orld ,. hich is forever 0 • ke pe· re , and 

suddenly your eyes andered to the he·dlines of theneVisp per th t ou my 

have been reading and ou saw a iar ning to houcev i ves to la in t,o eeks 

iron r·. tions in their homes , or •ou read th t prepar ion"' ere bei de 

to evacuate children from Lon on - and you suddenly felt an acid t stein 

your mouth . Here ere ,ords clothed ·bout 1it h de•th . Her a somet hing 
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cold and sinister and primordial from another world reminding you t hat this 

peace , this beauty, this order and this civilization might at any moment 

slither and sink into another world , a world not of light , but of darkness , 

a world of blood , of horror, bestiality and of death . You were overtaken with 

a frightening sense of the impermanence , of the insecurity of this civilization. 

And you became aware , as never before , of the very slender and : r agile supports 

upon which this civilization, upon which this beautiful way of life which 

mankind had built up through the ages actually rests . War and the threat of 

war reveal hmv close you are to the world of the jungle and the beast , and how 

easy we can backslide into it . 

There ·1ere , my friends , three stages in the religious evolution of 

mankind , throe stages before the religion of mankind finally reached the 

stage of spiritmlity. The first was the stage when man worshiped animals 

and his gods ~ere beasts - the _bul 1 , the cow, the monkey, the fish of the sea . 

That was the first stage - the stage of animal vorship . The third stage was 

the stage where man , •. orshiped his gods in human forms - as Zeus , ~tc . The 

intermediary stage was that stage wherein man worshiped gods half human and 

alf beast - such a s the Satyr , Faun , Pan , Minotaur . And ,Aythology •, hich is 

the history of the gods of man , abounds in legends of the desper'1.te battles 

between these three stages , the transformation of god from one level to another . 

And that is also true of the evolution of man hlmself . You can trace 

three stages in the evolution of the human being . The first is the stag~ 

of the animal , the original animal stage when man was like all the other animals . 

The third stage was that of man as the rational human being , the Homo-Sapiens , 

as you like to think of him, as a man of reason , vision . And here , again, 
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there is an intermediary stage , •hen man v as half man and half be st . Arrl the 

hole str gle of civilization and of religion :s to eep m non this third 

level which he had reached , itn countless centuries of ec::: e r a te uo wor1 and 

struggle . The whole t ask of Religion has been to keep m n from doing ·1hat 

the Bible c lls "backsl.ding", from keeping man from the er~etwl back-sliding 
the 

intp the second stage nd t hen back to; irst st· ge of th's evol tion . The 

sh~rpest ord of criticism in the Bible of people vho h d become i"cked , 

cruel is that they were "backslidi child r en" nd the sh r pest enunci· tion 

of a gener tion of uan in the Bible is that "they ent back vard ·nstead of 

going orward . " 

The first thing , therefore , hich eligion c' n offer to •1ar-torn 

civiliT1tion is the challenge to keep on goin f rward in spite of the 

appalling b cksliding whic is r . The war , m fri nds, is b·cksliding . 

And those ho are res ons ble or it and those 

in.trwnent of n·t·onal ol ' cy , those who regard 

o el ieve in · t s an 

s as des · r·tbl e or those 

:ho think that 1ar is an inevitable element in the order of er ation are in 

very truth "bac 'Slidin ch ldren" , :ho belong to the midway s age in hum n 

evol tion - the stage of ha_ ran a nd half be st . 

In the sub-hum·n orld , in the vorld of the lo er species , r is 

part of the v ry order of nature, ·nd as the etx says : Ev rywhe re each sle ~ 

the sl~yer and in turn s slain, life living up n De· th" , · nd "there is one 

vast , savage , rim conspiracy of m t r 1 murder . 11 But man, 1 though he sh res 

in th · ~ or"gin~l consp·r cy of ar , man vas d st·ned to rise above that stage 

o development , to move away from the be· st stage . 

an as given th vision vhich va enied to the lo:er s ecies -

the vision of eace . No th re are t ose ·ho call this vision a ece. tion . 

The German general von olt e expre sed him elf in the follo ing terms : 
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"Pe~ petual pea e is ' dream, and it is not even a eautiful dre· m. 'far is 

an element in t' e order of the world ordained b r God .. _-,"dthout . • r the ·rnrld ., 

would stagnate and lose itself in rn· terialism. " But these 1Aol t es , my ri ends , 

these ~eople ho experience the old Germani c lust for b~ttle , either in 

Gem· ny or else here are not in a sense , completely men . They re not m ture 

hum n beings . They are sti ll denizens of the mid·;ay ;orld, this half m n 

half beast or· er of existence . 

On the third level o evolution , Jeace is not dre"' m, but go 1 . 

i ar is not an element in the or er o the third orld in hich man has 

habit, 1.tion . And it is not pe ce but ·1 r in th s third order of existence -

it is not .eace but ~ar which reduces h anity t o condition 1orse than 

m te ialism, to brutality, best· lity , to hate , to corruption and misery 

and 1 overty . 

And so the first t as of el"gion is t • t reg rdless of ho, often 

men and nat i ons gob c ·· rd , it must kee up the challenge . The prospect is 

ver discour ging nd the odds seem to be all ar ainst eli g n . Nev rt· eless , 

Religion, if it is to be true to its destiny, must continue to set up dykes 

again t the tides of best·ality ,h ch cont nuall thr aten to seep all ov r 

the 1orld. eligion m t str·ve to orce an to th·s third level nd to eep 

him thee . The Greeks s id th·t Diogenes, the hilo~opher, was unable to firrl 

an honest man in the 'J orld and ralke ·round by da n ni ht l ooki for an 

h est man . Diogenes was a c ic nd c nicism has no part in rophetic 

eligion hich ays : " here there are no men, you try to be a man . " 

Religion must continue to denounce in a civiliz tion torn by ar , 

the whole jungle ethics of r . It must continue to make men are of 

the insanity o ar and tr to insure the ~orld a ainst , r by ncr a ed 
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arm ments . It must keep on in spite of the madness of draining the energies 

and substance of peo les into munitions of death . 

(Used illustr·ltion of C in - he ,as not murdere , but the one Nho 

orged the instrument as) 

At theed of this world ~·r the religious 1orces of mankind must 

ma~e another e fort to re-establi shed a league o free peo les to insure 

international law , order and morality . This v·sion h s been rejected in 

the past and v'ill continue to be rejected . Religion ill keep on beccuse 

rel· gion knows t at n nkind is not t the end of its hi!=;toric evolution 

but at its beginning . 

It is not true to say tnat we are at ive minutes to t ~elve . 

Hi torically it is rue to say th·t but as fr as c·vilizat.ion is concerned 

mankind is at the very dawn of its evol tion. j t emergin~ rom the 

dar ness of night , ignoran e, slavery , er ty, tis world of half man 

nd half beast . ankind s a long road ahe·d of it . 

There is war on nm . It will end s all wars sooner or ter 

do end and religious forces of mankind must insist again that an the effort 

be maid to build· Juster inte national order , to build up a gener t·on of 

people rhich ill protect the .ea r n t·ons · gain t the tronger n protect 

minority group from the majority groups and that this generation sh 1 be 

empo ered , impl ented b r force to carry out its pro ram of protection of 

the ·1eak . It seems to us a ho eless t s: ·tt th·"' moment . But I rec· 11 

to ou th t there ~·s a time hen th s i ea seemed so re·sonable ~o a puling 

th t m ny nations ·ere ready to subscribe to it . You may not kno it but 

in 1910 , both Hou, es of Congre s · thout a sin le di senting vote , ·dopted 

the following resolution : "Resolved that a commicsion of r·ve 1embers be 

appointed b the Presi ent o the United ut tes to consider th ex ediency 

of uti izing exiting international agencies or the purpose of limiting the 
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rmaments of then tions of the 'orld by internii tionul greement , an of 

constituting the combined navies of the 1orld an intern·tion 1 force for the 

preservation of universal eace, and to consider and re ort uoon any other 

means to diminish the expenditures of government for · 1 · t ry purposes and to 

lessen the probabilities of -i; a r . 11 This 11n s 

Congress o the United t t es in 1910 . 

resolution opted by the 

How 'ar we h ve slipped back since t hat time . In the 1st to or 

three decades t h·t vision has been darkened nd men nd n· t ' on na e· a ·n 

returned to the de.p rate hope of insuring peace fort em elves or their 

children by buildina huge ·rm· ments around t e1 , nd our o,m country every 

ye r votes increa ingly l · rge and staggerings .s of money or rmaments . 

Thi , m fri nds , s I see it is the i st thing th t Rel "gion c n 

offer - the Challenge . "Lift up your voice like 

remind and admonish - " t yon the level of 

back to the lo er world . " 

trum et t" Ceasele s ly 

on n do not sl:p 

Secondly as the o fer of a criticism. Relizion m t admonish . 

The basis of our civilization is unsound . e • e concerned too much - ·ndivid als 

and nations alike ,it things ·nd not enou h ,ith li:e , i th the accuis'tion 

of ,. eal th • nd IIl.'lrkets • n not • th the good li e for their c.:. t • ens . The 

have set out to possess nd as 1 result· r ..... t ken posse sion of . It is to 

the Tra.e of Knovrledge th· t men have turned in recent generat i ons rat er th; n 

to the Tree of ~ife . But kno ledge is not enough . Scien e ·snot enough . 

Inventions nd machinery are not enough . 

Balaam the ket prophet o"' th Genti·l es , s the bb ' , as s 

•:ise a man as loses . In many ays he was a iser man . 1 ose was for ed t o 

s· to God " L t me knov th He ' dn't knov all th re s to know 

about God . Of Bal· m i w s din the B.ble : "He ne•, 11 the e •rs to 

now about theology , . bout hiloaophy , :t.nd et Bala m rema ns known to h· r-tory 
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the "wicked sorcerer" and ,1oses a ~ t'1e "true rophet". ith 11 his 

knowledge , with ~11 hi~ wisdom , Balaam d.d not rring to mankind· good a 

of life or a j t ~ay of life , while the chief concern of oses was to give 

mankind a good ay . Balaam kne a lot . But that is a 1 . Th tis not enough 

for there is isdom, my riends , which multiplies bitterness . leal nowle ge 

is the kno1ledge of hat is good and just , to c refor the orphan and the 

wido1, to protect the poor - th· tis the nowledge wtich rin s blessin s 

to the mrld . 

The destin of nations , of peoples , of a 1 l political act·vities of 

nations must be not in conques t or ex ·nsion, but to ·nc e se th bles s ngs 

and ell-being of their citizens ph sically, intellect1a1i, spiritually 

through eduction, t ough gr at r justice , throu h grater equality , thro h 

gre ter opportunities , through clo~er coop _ation ith itc citizens . Th~ 

is the duty of government . N~t·ons h1 ve forgo te ht . 

Our industrializa ion has led us to bitter industrial strife nd to 

cl·ss struggle ,·thin ch country . The larger the nat on becomes , the greater 

the soci 1 di content . And th str gle for foreign ma ets and spheres of 
• 

economic penetration and influence has led s to build up huge rmies an to 

the milit rization of n· tions . There is no 1ay out as lon a n tions ' 

prim..lry concern is 'ith markets for they ill remain concerned ~ith soldiers 

an naves . 

The, is no way out of this vicious c·rcle exceJt through a sp"ritual 

re-orient· tion on the part of men and n t·ons . In la e of strife-breeding 

cupid ' ty there mu t come nun erstandin of the techni ue o cooperation 

based upon a realiz·tion of the complete interdepe ence of 11 las es and 

o all • tions . That is a criticism hich Religion c n offer for a war-torn 

c vilization . 
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Be~ ond , Challenge , be;1 ond Criticism, el· gion c n also offer to mankind 

Hope , n enthusiasm for h anity, belief th·t th · s ·s a growin hw-1 n·t . 

Sc~ence can ' t o it . And c ,n i cism and skeptic ' sm whi h have so much to feed 

upon c nnot do it . Ever;,'thi bout us seems to _oint to dec 1 ine , collap e , 

degene ation . It is Rel'gion alone deriving its ins ir tion from an ever 

living God that rer1ains . At all ti.1les it is the voice of optimism, the vo • ce 

of cour ge . 

And it shall cone to pass in the end o ys - ·nd thee th'ngs shal 

come to be or which m· n h~s 1 ored . And so Hel' Tion xrE tells this generation 

so _ri htened , seemingl • ci f! the d rk rink of ar , th t some · 11 

com a time hen the e·irth shall be fill d .,i. th ,;:no ,le ge , som d y men ,·ill 

live , everr man un er nis fig tree m rid, som 

the im ge of God , the divine im ge in h 

f sh · oned . 

s 

an · 11 re iscover 

ult ' m tely to become 

Thi i the third t · n vhi h el ' gion c n offer . Besides the 

Challen e , esides ·rd ·nd dec'sive criticism, the thi thing ;hich Rel'gion 

c· n offer is Hope . I think it \' as Ari totle ho said t at t e ur ose of 

truged ~s to purge the he·rt of nan thro ah fer pit that t • ge y 

is to ct lie urge of hurn·n emotions b tressin the emot·ons of 

f rad pity. 

Today, my rr·ends , av· st h 
the fear o • mr . 

colossal t· ge , / ,i y this tr·ged help to 

ed. s 

ur e th 

tr ed .elp to clar·r the th'nkin o mankind . 

ein 1 red out on 

hers o man . , y this 
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I 
WHAT CAN RELIGION OFFER A WAR-TORN CIVILIZAT\ON? 

Religion offers a war-torn civilization a Challenge, a Criticism and 

a Hope. 

The ~hallenge is to go forward in spi:te of the appalling back-sliding 

which is war. For war is a back-sliding and those who are res?onsible for 

i\ or who believe in it as an instrunent of national policy, or who regard 

it as desirable, or as an inevitable element in the order of society, are not 

completely men, are still denizens of the midway world - the half-man, half

beast ·stage or human evolution. 

In the sub-human world, war is of the very order of nature, but man 

thoughf sharing in this original arrang9t:lent of mutual murder has been given 

the vision awa from the beast - the vision of pe·ce. In spite of heart-
/"\.... 

breaking dis ppointments, eli gion must continu to hold this vision aloft, 

to denowice the jungle ethics of war, the ins· ty of competitive armaments, 

and t.~e madness of draining the energies d substance of t he peoples i nto 

mun tions or eath. 

At the end of this • all war, the religious forcee of mankind mU8t 

make another effort to re-establish a league of free peoples• to insure 
~ 

international law, order, and morality. The prospect may be very discouraging. 

The odds may seem all against it. But thee fort to master the forces or 

death through the forces of life must be made. There is no other way. 

Religion offers also a criticism of modern c Yilization hich c n 

not be deniec\. The basis ot Otn' civilization is unsound. It has been 

concemed too much wj th things and not enough i th ~.fe. The chief ambi tiona 

or tions ha re had to do with the acquisition of alth and aarketa and 

not with the good life ot their citizen'"' . Further or it ·c to the Tree 
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of owledge that our generation has turned rather than to the Tree of Life. 

But l!iowledge is not enough. "There is a wisdom which multiplie"ttl bitterness." 
. 

Our industria1ization has led to bitter industrials rite in each 

country. The increase of ealth has increased social discontent. The struggle 

for foreign me.rketa and spheres ot economic penetration has led to the building 

up ot huge armies and navies, to the militarization ot nations, and to r. 

There is no .ay out of this vicious circle excpet through a spiritual 

re-orient tion on the part of men and .. tions. In place of strife-breeding 

cupidity there must come an understanding of the technique ot coope tion 

based upon a realization of the complete interdependence of all classes am 

or all nations. What n tions and what claesea of men are talking tod·y in 

terms of charity, humility and self-sacrifice? hat has become ot the 

sacred ideal of a humanity made whole thro~h Knowledge, Sympathy d Faith? 

Religion also otters ind in these dark hours, a Hope - an 

enkindllng enthusiasm for humanity a:nd its high destiny, an undefe ted beliet 

in a growing humanity. There is much in our world today upon ich the 

cynic and the skeptic may ell teed. There is so much tha.t points to 
,v 

decline and deg neration, and yet ieligion which draws its inspi tion 

from the inexhaustible lite of the Dirtne, dare8 to lift the torch ot 

pe, even in thia blackness of night. 

The history or man does not stand t r • ve minutes to twelve. It 

is just at the dawn ot ite day of light and progress. Mankind has juat 

Jww■■x begun to emerge from the half-man-halt-beast tage. Some day it 

will assume th ontoura in hich mankind ie to be .fashioned. 

Righteousness, otherhood, Aace - these things will come to prevail in SIi 

the end or days/ though the road is long and terribly. hard. 




