
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         158           56           592 
 
 

Parents-Children, 1939. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

p TS - CHILD N 
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By 
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Glowing tri ute has always been paid to the home, beautiful family 

life. A noble family life is regarded as the consummation of all possible 

human happiness. You will recall the very beautiful Psalm 128, dedicated to 

the truly happy man. It saysa 

How happy is everyone who reveres the Lord 
Who walks in his ways 
Of the toil of your hands you shall eat 
Happy and prosperous you shall be 
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 
In the interior of your house 
Your children like young olive-trees 
Around your Table 
For, lo, thus shall the man be blessed 
Who reveres the Lord. 

"Thus shall man be blessed" - in hi s home, round his table and in the sacred 

and i ntimate circle of famil y. This is the consummation of human happiness. 

Children, another of the great Psalmists said - "Children are a 

heritage of the Lord". "The fruit of the womb is a reward". Children are 

a man's strength. They are his spiritual fort itude. They are his bulwark against 

annihilation. "As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, so are the children of 

one's youth. - Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them." 

Children are a man's immortality. "Hadad", the Bible says, "heard in 

Egypt that David slept with his fathers, and that Joab the captain was dead." 

In the case of David, the Bible says, "He slept with his father". In the 

case of Joa.b, his captain, he says, he was dead. David left behinl him 

child r en and therefore he w· s not utterly dead. Joab left behind him no 

family - therefore he was dead. "He who has no children, it is as if he 

were dead." But the Rabbis say, to have a child does not mean merely to 

work for the child. But anyone who helps to mold the life of any child -

is as if he truly were his child, as if the man were truly his f ather. 

They are asafeguard, in other words, against extinction. "They 

increase the cares of l .i fe, but they mitiga te the r eme. brance of death." 
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Parents and children are each other's crown and pride. I read to 

you this morning from the Chapter XVII of the Book of Proverbs: 

"Children's children are the crown of the aged 
"Arrl the glory of children are their fa the rs' . " 

Now, this family, this little world of such fundamental human 

relationships, this source of so much happiness, somuch strength and of so much 

sorrow, this microcosm of the larger world, our people sought in evecy way 

to safeguard, to shelter, to ennoble. · And the success of centuries of such 

solicitude of the nobility of the family is reflected in the fact that 

Jewish family life became the paragon, the ideal pattern of home life, just 

as the Jewish home became the refuge for the Jewish spirit all through the 

centuries of ~andering and persecution - Jewish life disfigured and degraded 

by persecution, by filthy ghettoes. The Jewish spirit found shelter, security, 

refreshment and strengbening in the sacred precincts of the Jewish home 

whose walls shut out the hard cruel world and gave a sweet world of nobility 

and grandeur to all those ho lived there. So that the Jewish people was 

able to come down to the Twentieth Century after years of the most testing, 

cruel experience, not a people of outasts, oariahs, intellectually arrl 

spiritually degraded, but as a people of scholars and sages .•. Most of 

that must be attributed to the strengthening and ennoblement which the 

Jewish home gave to the Jewish people. 

I spote to you, last Sunday morning, about fundamental relations 

between husband and wife and I indicated to you one of ia:11 life-long 

companionship built out of respect. That is of course also true in the 

relationship between parents and children. As regards this relationship, 
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our eligion actually defines it in law. It is included in the Ten Commandments. 

It is included in the mandate: "Honor, respect, rev ~e thy ftther and thy 

mother." Our entire literature abounds with s imilar admonitions. I should 

like to read to you a few verses from the great great Chapter 5, of the·wisdom 

of ben Sirach, from the book of Ecclesiasticus. This is not found in the 

Bible but is found in the Apocrypha: 

"hoso honoureth his father maketh an atonement for h ·s sins: 
And he that honoureth his mother i s as one that layeth up treasure. 
Whoso honoureth his father shall have joy of his own children; 

And when he maketh his prayer, he shall be heard. 
He that honoureth his father shall have a long life; 

and he that is obedient unto the Lord shall be a comfort 
to his mother. 

He that feareth the Lord will honour his father, arrl will do 
service unto his parents, as to his masters. 

Honour thy father and mother both in word am deed, that a 
blessing may come upon thee from them. 

For the blessing of the f <lther establisheth the houses of children; 
but the curse of the mother rooteth out foundations. 

Glory not in the dishonour of thy f ather; 
for thy father's dishonour is no glory unto thee. 

For the glory of a man is from the honour of his f ather; 
and a mother in dishonour is a reproach to the children. 

My son, help thy father in his age, a.rd grieve him not as long 
as he liveth. 

And if his understanding fail, have patience with him; 
and despise him not when thou art in thy full strength. 

For the relieving of thy father shall not be forgotten: 
and instead of sins it shall be added to build thee up. 

In the day of thine affliction it shall be rememb ,red; 
thy sins also shall melt away, as the ice in the fair 
warm weather. 

He that forsakethH.s father is as a blasphemer; 
and he that angereth his mother is cursed of God." 

Reverence of parents is mentioned in the same breath as reverence of 

God, but all three are partners to a man's creation. To blaspheme parents is 

like blaspheming God, and the same punishment is pre cribed in the Bible 

for him who dishonoureth his parents and him who dishonoureth his God. 

In fact, says one of the sages, God puts the honor of parents above his 

own honor. As regards parents: "Honor thy father and mother" - without 
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qualification. As regards God; "Honor God with thy substance" - that is, 

what you have. If you have it, you are obliged to do these things: "dedicate 

to Him gleanings, forgotten sheaves, corners of the field, tithes." If you 

have the wherewithal, you are obliged to do all these t"iings. But if one 

has not all these things, one is not obliged to do these things. 

But as reg~rds, parents, rich or poor, you must have these t·-ungs 

even if you have to beg for them at the doors of other men's houses. I mention 

these things because they are very significant. This attitude is reflected 

in in the rich Oriental Imagery and in the Talmud. They exploit very often 
footsteps 

the extreme example. Rabbi arpon said, when he heard the ,,i of his mother 

approaching he would say: "I mu t get up for the Schinah, spirit of God,is approaching." 

Rabbi Tarpon said when his mother's sandals solit and broke, she could not 

wear them and she W' -S compelled to walk across the courtyeard ha.ref ooted. Rabbi 

Tarpon kept stretching his hands under her feet so that she might walk over 

them all the way. When Rabbi Tarpon once became ill, his mother came to the 

Rabbis and said: "Pray for my son, for he honours me morethan is my due". 

The Rabbis answered: "If he had done for thee a thousand times more, he wnld 

not have done half of the honour enjoined by the Law." 

This respect for parents is to express itself not only in solicitude 

but in actual support of them in their old age. "Despise not thy mother when 

she is old." And that support should come, according to our teachings, 

willi ly, lovingly, tenderly. There is a man, say the Rabbis, who may feed 

his father fattened chickens and inherit Hell. There is a man who may put his 

father to the treading of the Mill and inherit Heaven. "How, so1" asked one 

of the disciples. Aro the answer was, when the father asked of the son, "My 

son, whence did you get 1hese?" the son who fed his father fattened chickens 

u answered, "Old Yan, eat am be silent1" That man will inherit Hell. 

But the other man who grinds his mill was approached by the government 
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freedom is attenuated by real res onsibility, or it is anarchy. Res?onsibility 

must accompanied by freedom or it is enslavement, ervitude. hat our great 

sages w·re concerened with was what good each - the mother, father, child 

contribute to that cooperative enterprise of building a beautiful home life. 

V.:hat can parents contribute? First of all, ~rents can contribute a 

carefully planned bringing up of their children, a reasonable discipline 

of the life of their children. I emphasize the word "reasonable" and "discipline". 

They are both very important. I think it was Shakespeare who said: 

"Bette . a little chiding than a great deal of Heart-br ak". Many 

parents fear to chide their children lest they rob them of their self-expression. 

It is, of course, better by far to win by respect, by gentleness than by fear, 

but p· ents must not abdicate~ P rents have no right to relinquish their 

rights for positive guidance, instruction, not running against the nature of 

their child, but in conformity with their child. 

A child must be trained and taught to live in a society of complex human 

relationships. He must be ta ht that there are rules of living, that the 

game of life is inescapable, that there duties which any human born into 

society must observe - teamwork, fair play, honor, truthfulness, cooperativeness, 

cleanliness in dress, in speech, in thought, respect. If you want any society 

worthy of its name to exist, those born into it must, almost from the day 

of birth, be trained into those habits, those indispensable habits which make 

social life possible. Later on, they will have an 09portunity to develop 

their individuality and express themselves, if they have anything to express. 

Parents contribute, then, first of all, up-bringing, the reasonable 

discipline int e upbringing of children. But in that process, parents 

should also remember that they must allow their children to grow up. They 

must not prolong their childhood. They must permit their children to assume 
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responsibility as soon as they are r ead so as to be prepared for the kird 

of world into which they were born. Our children who re not trained early 

to a s sume responsibilities, and to make their own decisions, will not be able 

to tand the tension and the stres es of the world into which they are born. 

Ther e is an expression which we frequently use: we "kill a man with 

kindness". Of course, you could not kill any man with kindness. But on 

the other hand, it is true tha t you can kill a child's initiative, self

reliance, manliness with over-indulgence, with over-sheltering, over-protection. 

' It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth, the burden in his 

youth". \ e need struggle in order to mature. That is the kind of up-bringing 

which, according to our sages, can contribute to the success of the home -

a positive and affirmative guidance, with due respect to the children's 

nature, respect for their rights and the need to assume responsibility as 

soon as the child is ready for it. 

The second responsibility is by way of enabling them in their careers, 

to earn a livlihood. And here again it is the positive duty of rents to 

give them children their counsel and best juigment in thedloices they make. 

Th .re should be no dictation, but counsel. You and I know that there are 

many people who would like to realize their own lives int ose of their 

children, who would like to see the unfulfilled promises of their lives 

fulfilled in the lives of t heir children. Ther e are others who have 

labored for many years, who have built up businesses ard who like their 

childr en to follow in their footsteps. Am it is well and desirable, if the 

children are willing and are interested in those ings. Otherwise, we 

are building and putting on strait-jackets on the lives of our children. 
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It is quite impossible and undesirable for a parent to make a 

blue-print of the whole future of his child. A man 's life, basically, is his 

own, and he should l'are the right to carry out that life. There are parents 

who are over-ambitious for their children and who w uld like to s tretch 

them, as it were , beyond their capacity .. Ther e are parents w o become 

persuaded tat their children are artistic geniuses, great musical geniuses , 

parents who are ersuaded that their childr en would do marvelously well in 

some certain field. "A wise gardener does not try to make a lily out of a 

good sould cabbage." 

This, too, parents forget: That the specific career of a human being -

that of a merchant, a doctor, etc . is only part of the career of a life, that 

the real career which a man should , spire to, and attain, is a career of 

a full, rounded hmnan being, a good man, a good woman, a life rich in fine 

interests, in fine attitudes. That is a career for human beings . To train 

a human being to be a good citizen, a good friend. That is pa.rt of the career 

of life. That is more important to him, even than that specific career from 

which he will derive his liveli hood later on in life. 

And, parents should help their children to set up a home and to 

set up their own family . "A f a ther who enables his children to marry oo.rly 

insures tor them blessed life." Am it is wiser, by far, on the part of 

parents to help young people financially to set up homes early, than it is 

to keep those finances until they are dead, and l eave the money as an 

inheritance. There are arents who unjustly think that the great•st 

contribution they can make to family life and to their children is to 

make a load of money, and leave a huge estate. "The only true gift is a 

portion of thyself." The greatest contribution which a parent can make 

to a child is an example of refinement, integrity, impartiality, of speech 
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that i s kindly, and judgment t hat is fair and faith t hat is strong. If you 

can give these examples to your children during their growing years, you 

are giving them in your lifetime and in their lifetime the most precious 

legacies known to children. 

"Chil dren have more need of models than t hey have of critics." Now 

it doesn't mean that parents are the paragons of all virtue. That is quite 

impossible. But it does mean that the father and the mother must make a 

great effort so to live, so to conduct t hemselves towards one another, towards 

their friends so that their children will be proud because of what the parents 

do and stand for - not because of what parents have. hen I met young 

people, when I go from place to place, from city to city, and from college 

to college and have to talk to them, I find that young people are proud 

to come up and to say to me: "My fath er is so and so in our community." 

If I happen to know him, I know why that child says that. He is a leader, 

or identified with some important social organization. He i s a fine citizen. 

I have yet to find any young man or young woman who wil l say to me: "My 

father is so and so. He has a lot of money". 

But so much for what parents owe their children. 

What do children owe their parents. Many children asstDDe that they 

owe nothing, that their greatest contribution is that they are alive. 

They eat three square meals a day and make their home a rendez-vous. Children 

owe it to their parents to cooperate in home-building. They owe their home 

loyalty. They owe their home devotion, and as soon as they are aboe, the 

responsibility of sharing the load. Childr en who refuse to carry the load 

not only in the material way, are just chisselers, grafters and parasites 

in the home. There are such children who just \ alk over their parents - am 

the parents let:b them. Of course, there is no more indulgent parent in 
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Glowing trilute has always been paid to the home, beautiful family 

life. A noble family life is regarded as the consummation of all possible 

human happiness. You will recall the very beautiful Psalm 128, dedicated to 

the truly happy man. It saysa 

How happy is everyone who reveres the Lord 
Who walks in his ways 
Of the toil of your hands you shall eat 
Happy and prosperous you shall be 
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 
In the interior of your house 
Your children like young olive-trees 
Around yo~ Table 
For, lo, thus shall the man be blessed 
Who reveres the Lord. 

"Thus shall man be blessed" - in his home, round his table and in the sacred 

and intimate circle of family. This is the conswnmation of human happiness. 

Children, another of the great Psalmists said - "Children are a 

heritage of the Lord". "The fruit of the womb is a reward". Children are 

a man's strength. They are his spiritual fortitud. They are his bulwark against 

annihilation. "As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, so are the children of 

one's youth. - Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them." 

Children are a man's immortality. "Hadad", the Bible says, "heard in 

Egypt that David slept with his fathers, and that Joab the captain was dead." 

In the case of David, the Bible says, "He slept with his father". In the 

case of Joab, his captain, he says, he was dead. David left behini hia 

children a.rd therefore he w· s not utterly dead. Joab left behind him no 

family - therefore he was dead. "He who has no children, it is as if he 

ere dead." But the Rabbis say, to have a child does not mean merely to 

work for the child. But anyone who helps to mold the life of any child -

is as if he truly were his child, as if the man were truly his father. 

They are asafeguard, in other words, a ainst extinction. "They 

increase the cares of life, but they mitigate the remenbrance of death." 
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Parents and children are each other's crown and pride. I read to 

you this morning from the Chapter XVII of the Book of Proverbs: 

"Children's children are the crown of the aged 
"Am the glory of children are their fathers'." 

Now, this family, this little world of such fundamental human 

relationships, this source of so much happiness, somuch strength and of so much 

sorrow, this microcosm of the larger world, our people sought in every way 

to safeguard, to shelter, to ennoble. And the success of centuries of such 

solicitude of the nobility of the family is reflected in the fact that 

Jewish family lire became the paragon, the ideal pattern of home life, just 

as the Jewish home became the refuge for the Jewish spirit all through the 

centuries of 1andering and persecution - Jewish life disfigured and degraded 

by persecution, by filthy ghettoes. The Jewish spirit found shelter, security, 

refreshment and strengbening in the sacred precincts of the Jewish home 

whose alls shut out the hard cruel world and gave a sweet world of nobility 

and grandeur to all those ho lived there. So that the Jewish people was 

able to come down to the Twentieth Century after years of the most testing, 

cruel experience, not a people of outasts, 9ariahs, intellectually am 

spiritually degraded, but as a people of scholars and sages .•. Most of 

that must be attributed to the strengthening and ennoblement which the 

Jewish home gave to the Jewish people. 

I spote to you, last Sunday morning, about fundamental relat·ons 

between husband and wife and I indicated to you one of iaJI life-long 

companionship built out or respect. That is or course also true in the 

relationship between parents and children. As regards this relationship, 
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our Religion actually defines it in law. It is included in the Ten Commandments. 

It is included in the mandate: "Honor, respect, rev r e thy ftther and thy 

mother." Our entire literature abounds with similar admonitions. I should 

like to read to you a few verses from the great great Chapter 5, of the·wisdom 

of ben Sirach, from the book of Ecclesiasticus. This is not found in the 

Bible but is found in the Apocrypha: 

"Whoso honoureth his father maketh an atonement for h ·s sins: 
And he that honoureth his mother is as one that layeth up treasure. 
Whoso honoureth his father shall have joy of his own children; 

And when he maketh his prayer, he shall be heard. 
He that honoureth his father shall have a long life; 

and he that is obedient unto the Lord shall be a comfort 
to his mother. 

He that feareth the Lord will honour his father, arrl will do 
service unto his parents, as to his masters. 

Honour thy father and mother both in word am deed, that a 
blessing may come upon thee from them. 

For the blessing of the f ather establisheth the houses of children; 
but the curse of the mother rooteth out foundations. 

Glory not in the dishonour of thy father; 
for thy father's dishonour is no glory unto thee. 

For the glory of a man is from the honour of his father; 
and a mother in dishonour is a reproach to the children. 

My son, help thy father in his age, arrl grieve him not as long 
as he liveth. 

And if his understanding fail, have patience with him; 
and despise him not when thou art in thy full strength. 

For the relieving of thy father shall not be forgotten: 
and instead of sins it shall be added to build thee up. 

In the day of thine affliction it shall be rememb red; 
thy sins also shall melt away, as the ice in the fair 
warm weather. 

He that forsakethH.s father is as a blasphemer; 
and he that angereth his mother is cursed of God." 

Rev ~rence of parents is mentioned in the same breath as reverence of 

God, but all three are partners to a man's creation. To blaspheme parents is 

like blas heming God, and the same punishment is prescribed in the Bible 

for him who dishonoureth his parents and him who dishonoureth his God. 

In fact, says one of the sages, God puts the honor of parents above his 

own honor. As regards parents: "Honor thy father and mother" - without 
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qualification. As regards God; "Honor God with thy substance" - that is, 

what you have. If you have it, you are obliged to do these things: "dedicate 

to Him gleanings, forgotten sheaves, corners of the field, tithes." If you 

have the wherewithal, you are obliged to do all these thlngs. But if one 

has not all these things, one is not obliged to do these things. 

But as regards, parents, rich or poor, you must have these t'1.ings 

even if you have to beg for them at the doors of other men's houses. I mention 

these things because they are very significant. This attitude is reflected 

in in the rich Oriental Imagery and in the Talmud. They exploit very often 
footsteps 

the extreme example. Rabbi arpon said, when he heard the /4 of his mother 

approaching he would sayz "I must get up for the Schinah, spirit of God,is approaching." 

Rabbi Tarpon said when his mother's sandals s . lit and broke, she could not 

wear them and she w· s compelled to walk across the courtyeard barefooted. Rabbi 

Tarpon kept stretching his hands under her feet so that she might walk over 

them all the way. When Rabbi Tarpon once became ill, his mother came to the 

Rabbis and said: "Pray for my son, for he honours me morethan is my due". 

The Rabbis answered: "If he had done for thee a thousand times more, he wuld 

not have done half of the honour enjoined by the Law." 

This respect for parents is to express itself not only in solicitude 

but in actual support of them in their old age. "Despise not thy mother when 

she is old." And that support should come, according to our teachings, 

willi ly, lovingly, tenderly. There is a man, say the Rabbis, who may feed 

his father fattened chickens and inherit Hell. There is a man who may put his 

father to the treading of the Mill and inherit Heaven. "How, so1" asked one 

of the disciples. Am the answer was, when the father asked of the son, "My 

son, whence did you get 1hese?" the son who fed his father fattened chickens • 

._ answered, "Old Man, eat am be silent1" That man will inherit Hell. 

But the other man who grinds his mill was approached by the government 
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millers to operate gov rnment mil ls. And he said unto his f . i ther. I must 

leave. Tend thou my mill and I will go to the government mills, and if 

there is any ill treatment, I want it to be meted out to me, and if any 

scourges fall, let them fal l on my back. And that man wil l inherit the 

Heaven. 

A hoary head is always rev red. "Rise thou before an old man". How 

much more so must we r evere the hoary '--ead of a parent. Shelter us in our 

dependency as we will shelter them in their dependency. So much for 

the respect, honor, love, to parents on the part of children. 

It was not necessary to legislate for parents. The love of children 

is natural. The respect of children for parents is a matter of ethics. One 

ts distinctive. One has to be inaicated. Nevertheless, even parents are 

reminded over and over again to respect the personalities of their children, 

their inherent personal independence, not to suppress them, not to tyrannize 

over them, not to submerge them. 

"Respect the child! Be not too much the parent! Trespass not on his 

solitude!" I quote Emerson. 

The·e are duties which parents owe their children. One is to rear them 

in the way of righteous living. Another is to set them upon their careers 

so as to enable them to earn an honest livelihood, and to help them set up 

a home of their own. Our reli gion says nothing about leaving large inheritances, 

nothing about yielding to all their demands, but it does say tmt it is the 

duty of the parent to rear their children in the way of righteous living, 

to help them get set on their careers and to help them set up a home and 

family life of their own. 

Our religion was never concerned with the rights of pa.rents, and the 

rights of children. In such fundamental religion, there are no absolute rights. 

There is no absolute freedom for any individual in any circumstances. Real 
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freedom is attenuated by real res~onsibility, or it is anarchy. Res~onsibility 

must accompanied by freedom or it is enslavement, ~ervitude. hat our great 

sages W.;re concerened with was what good each - the mother, father, child 

contribute to that cooperative enterprise of building a beautiful home life. 

What can pa.rents contribute? First of all, ~rents can contribute a 

carefully planned bringing up of their children, a reasonable discipline 

of the life of their children. I emphasize the word "reasonable" and "discipline". 

They are both very important. I think it was Shakespeare who said: 

"Bette a little chiding than a great deal of Heart-br ak". Many 

parents fear to chide their children lest they rob them of their self-expression. 

It is, of course, better by far to win by respect, by gentleness than by fear, 

but p ents must not abdicate~ Parents have no right to relinquish their 

rights for positive guidance, instruction, not running against the nature of 

their child, but in conformity with their child. 

A child must be trained and taught to live in a society of complex human 

relationships. He must be taught that there are rules of living, that the 

game of lie is inescapable, that there duties which any human born into 

society m t observe - teamwork, fair play, honor, truthfulness, cooperativeness, 

cleanliness in dress, in speech, in thought, respect. If you w nt any society 

worthy of its name to exist, those born into it must, almost from the day 

of birth, be trained into those habits, those indispensable habits which make 

social life possible. Later on, they will have an opportunity to develop 

their individuality and express t' emselves, if they have anything to express. 

Parents contribute, then, first of all, up-bringing, the reasonable 

disci line int e upbringing of children. But in that process, parents 

should also remember that they must allow their children to grow up. They 

must not prolong their childhood. They must permit their children to assume 
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responsibility as soon as they are read so as to be prepared for the kim 

of world into which they were born. Our children who re not trained early 

to assume responsibilities, and to make their own decisions, will not be able 

to . tand the tension and the stresses of the world into which they are born. 

There is an expression which we frequently use: we "kill a man with 

kindness". Of course, you could not kill any man with kindness. But on 

the other hand, it is true tha t you can kill a child's initiative, self

reliance, manliness with over-indulgence, with over-sheltering, over-protection. 

' It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth, the burden in his 

youth". we need struggle in order to mature. That is the kind of up-bringing 

which, according to our sages, can contribute to the success of the home -

a positive and affirmative guidance, with due respect to the children's 

nature, respect for their rights and the need to asswne responsibility as 

soon as the child is ready for it. 

The second responsibility is by way of enabling them in their careers, 

to earn a livlihood. And here again it is the positive duty of rents to 

give them children their counsel and bes t juigment in thechoices they make. 

Th re should be no dictation, but counsel. You and I know that there are 

many people who would like to realize their own lives int ose of their 

children, who would like to see the unfulfilled promises of their lives 

fulfilled in the lives of t heir children. Ther e are others who have 

labored for many years, who have built up businesses ard who like their 

childr en to follow in their footsteps. Ani it is well and desirable, if the 

children are willing and are interested in those things. Otherwise, ~e 

are building and putting on strait-jackets on the lives of our children. 
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It is quite impossible and undesirable for a parent to make a 

blue-print of the whole future of his child. A man's life, basically, is his 

own, and he should tare the right to carry out that life. There are parents 

who are over-ambitious for their children and who w uld like to s tretch 

them, as it iere , beyond their capacity .. Thee are parents w o become 

persuaded tat t heir children are artistic geniuses, grea t musical geniuses , 

arents who are persuaded that their child: en would do marvelously well in 

some certain field. "A wise gardener does not try to make a lily out of a 

good sould cabbage." 

This, too, parents forget: That the specific career of a human being -

that of a merchant, a doctor, etc . is only part of the career of a life, that 

the real career which a man should spire to, and attain, is a career of 

a full, rounded human being, a good man, a good woman, a life rich in fine 

interests, in fine attitudes. That is a career for human beings . To train 

a human bein to be a good citizen, a good friend. That is rt of the career 

of life. T tis more import nt to him, even than that specific career from 

which he will derive his livelihood later on in life. 

And, arents should help their children to set up a home and to 

set up their own family . "A f ather who enables his children to marry oo.rly 

insures for them blessed life." Ani it is wiser, by far, on the part of 

parents to help young people financially to set up homes early, than it is 

to keep those finances until they are dead, and l eave the money as an 

inhP-ritance. There are ~ rents who unjustly think that the greatest 

contribution they can make to family life and to their children i to 

make a load of money, and leave a huge estate. "The only true gift is a 

portion of thyself." The greatest contribution which a parent can make 

to a child is an example of refinement, integrity, impartiality, of speech 
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' that is kindly, and judgment that is fair and faith that is strong. If you 

can give these examples to your children during their growin years, you 

are giving them in your lifetime and in their lifetime the most precious 

legacies known to children. 

"Children have more need of models than they have of critics." Now 

it doesn't mean that parents are the paragons of all virtue. Th· t is ouite 

impossible. But it does mean that the father and the mother must make a 

great effort so to live, so to conduct t hemselves towards one another, towards 

their friends so that their children will be proud because of ~hat the parents 

do an stand for - not because of what parents have. hen I met young 

people, when I go from place to place, from city to city, and from college 

to college and have to talk to them, I find that young people are proud 

to come up and to say to me: 11My father is so and so in our community." 

If I happen to know him, I kno· why that child says that. He is a leader, 

or identified with some important social organization. He is a fine citizen. 

I have yet to find any young man or young woman who will say to me: 11 My 

father is so and so. He has a lot of money". 

But so much for what parents owe their children. 

-hat do children owe their parents. Many children assume that they 

owe nothing, that their greatest contribution is that they are alive. 

They eat three square meals a day and make their home a rendez-vous. Children 

owe it to their parents to cooperate in home-building. They owe their home 

loyalty. They owe their home devotion, and as soon as they are aboe, the 

responsibility of sharing the load. Children who refuse to car11 the load 

not only in the material way, are just chisselers, grafters and parasites 

in the home. There are such children who just alk over their pa.rents - am 

the parents let:b them. Of course, there is no more indulgent parent in 
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the world than the AJn0rican parent. 

Children ought to remember that parents have more to give than just things. 

Parents ought to be regarded as something more than an individual who pays the 

bills, an old dependable pack horse, outmoded, gone with the horse-and-buggy 

days - you know - one who can't possibly know what is going on and one who 

can't possibly know all that young people know, one who can't possibly be 

informed about all the important things in life that are going on. Tba t is 

an unwise attitude to take. 

"Hear, my son, the instruction of thy Father, and forsake not the l iw 

of thy mother~" Parents, of course, don't know everything. Nobody does. 

But pafents should be credited with the fact that they have lived longer, 

seen more, experienced more, have a larger perspective. Many of them have gone 

through the deep v.raters and have .larned wisdom. And the young ought not to 

spurn that. 

Children owe their pa. r ents respect for their freedom and their privacy. 

Parents who do everything to sacrifice for their children should be respected 

by their children. Children ought to remember that parents have a life of 

their own. There are sanctities in those lives which should be respected. 

Children owe their parents the pride of realizing, or the attempt 

at least to realize the dreams which parents have for them. Just as I say 

that it is a supreme obligation of the pa.rent to set a good example to 

his children, so I say it is a supreme obligation of the child to the parent 

to make an effort to realize the hopes of his parent. If you grow up into 

a fine man and fine woman the heart of the father and mother is proud. 

Time and again fathers and mothers stop in at my study and say to me: My 

boy has just done this and this. He has received this and this fine 

distinction. My boy is heading off this fine movement in the community, 
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is active in this fine enterprise. And I can see the glow in the eyes 

of the parents . That compensates them for everything. Parents don't want to 

be dependent on their children. Parents don't look forward with great joy to 

someday havvlng to be supported by their children. Not al all. And in the 

silent watches of the night, the prayer that is in the innennost recesses 

of their hearts is that someday they will be proud of their children. 

If you want your children to build a beautiful home in the future, 

see that they will have a home to model after, see that they will be able 

to model their home after the home which you are building for them. And 

a home is not build of brick, or stone, or timber. The home is not built 

of things. The home is built of spiritual values, out of a iorld of human 

relationships, out of love and devotion and loyalty and sacrifice. A home 

is a thing of memory, a thing of influence. It is a heavenly Jerusalem. 

In these days , my friends, when the world outsi e is such a shifting world, 

when all things are so impermanent, when fortunes come and go, when careers 

are broken, in this world of uncertainty arrl apprehension and fear, it is 

more important than ever that we look to the one remaining spiritual stronghold 

in our lives - our homes, so that we can give our children so much that they 

will be able to cling to in the future, even though the world outside may 
it 

deny them much. "Model/after the heavenly Jerusalem." 
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