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.HAT IS BEHI D THE "CHRI T FRONT"? 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

On 
Sunday, January 28 , 1940 

At 
The Temple 



Two weeks ago, the Federal Bureau of Investig·tion arrested in 

New York City seventeen men belonging to an or ani zation called "The Christian 

Front" on the charge of sedi tious conspiracy, plotting to overthrow the 

government of the United t ates by armed revolt. The Federal agents 

discovered in the homes of some of these men arsenal of guns, bombs am 

ammunition. 

These men were charged with lotting to assassinate some public 

officials, to blow up buildings, create a reign of terror as a means of 

seizing control of the government of the United St ates. Most of the men 
of 

arrested were Irish Catholics. Some were German,/strong Nazi sympathies. 
men Viere 

Some of these/members of the National Guard and it is suspected t h t some 

of their weapons came from government depots. 

~hen the news broke of these arrests, the country was shocked. 

In the Old lorld, such a thing would have created much less of a sens~tion. 

The Old lorld has, in the last t wenty-five ye1-rs, unfortun, tely become 

accus tomed to secret and private armies as conspira tors of politic·l 

parties. But in the United t a tes, fortunately, e had not become accustomed 

to such things. And thi s plot was so fantastic t ha t t hey were tempted to 

laugh it off until they were reminded that Hitler s tarted off exactly 

that way with a hand-ful of street-bru.wlers, and reckless people. Arrl in 

a few years they succeeded in destroying the German Republic, in sweeping 

over Eastern Europe with fire and sword and in becomi 

whole of the United bt . tes. 

a menace to the 

Wha t i this Chri stian Front? Who are its members? /hat are its 

purposes? There is published by the Institute of >ropaganda Analysis 

periodically, bu ~letins to help the intelligent c i tizen intelligently 

to analyze propaganda. This Institutelast eek issued the follo,ling 
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analysis on the Christian Frong. I read it as coming from an impartial body 

making an objective study. This Bulletin says: 

"Now that seventeen membe s of the so-called t;hristian Front have 

been arrested in New York, charged by the Ve artment of Justice wi th 

attempting to overthrow the Government of the United Stites, page-one 

news aper stories are making the American people suddenly aware that 

Father Coughlin, of the Shrine of the Little Flower in Royal Oak, Michigan, 

has crea ted an organization in the cities of the industrial East, which can 

only be described as fascist - an organization whose membe stalk of killing 

the Je1s arrl blasting their way to power wi th guns and dynamite. 

"If the news has sur rised anyone, the r eason is onl that Ne· York 

news apers until now have attempted to play down the activities of this 

Christian Front as much as possible, re orting them only in occasional t wo or 

three paragraph stories, hidden somewhere in the 'inancial pages. During 

the past year, more than 200 members of the Christian Front have been 

arres ted in New York, either for acts of violence or for inciting others 

to violence. Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia has sent inves tigators to do zens 

of Christian Front meetings-. The Commissioner of Police has been compelled 

to v,arn t e members of the force against being too lenient wi t h the Front: 

the organization is com osed rimarily of I rish Catholics, arrl many of the 

New York police, being Irish Catholics t hemselves, are not unsym athetic. The 

files of t he Police Department's criminal alien squad are bulging ·th reports 

on the leaders of the Front, several of whom have long prison records. 

"The Christian Front was started in May, 1939, ~hen the Reverend Charles 

E. Coughlin urged his followers to form platoons of t wenty-five. The progress 

of the Front has since been reoorted in detail in Fat er Coughlin's weekly, 

recently, 
"Social Justi~' . Only or example "Social Ju~tice" reported the formation 
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of squads of so-called inute ~.1en, trained in the use of arms to fight 

"if and when it became necessary ." Story after story has told of meetino- s of 

the Christian Front, some of t hem addressed by Father Coughlin, himself, over 

long-di tance telephone. 

"It was John F. Cassidy, now under arrest, who formed the first 

platoons. At first, he did so with the help of the Paulist Fathers, who 

·penniJted him to use their home as the head-quarters of the Front. Later, the 

Paulist Fathers were to drop the Front, when it began to engage in street fights 

and in mass attacks on isolated "Jews." 

"The members of the Christian Front are, for the most part, the poor 

and discontented. On the fringes of the organization have been some ~ell-to-

do members of the community, like Merwin K. Hat, of the New York State ~conomic 

Council, and George U. Harvey, president of the Borough of ·ueens. The ank 

and file, however, are down at the heels: disgruntled men with frayed collars 

and unpressed trousers; unhappy housewives from slum tenements on First 

' Avenue; youngsters of twenty or t wenty-one, who have never worked, and have 

little hope of ever getting jobs "until people like me get into power." 

"Night after night, they meet in Donovans•s Tavern, just off Columbus 

Circle, at ri-boro Palace uptovm , at Ebling•s Lasino, and to or three similar 

places, to voice their discontent. They hold street-corner meetings all over 

the city, at which soap-box speakers b rate the Jes as the cause of depression 

and war, usually speaking of t hem as "the Indians," or "the Eskimos," or the 

"Gefulte-fishes." Invariably there are threats of violence: talk of "blood 

flowing in the streets of New York." 

"• ·,·, e • 11 have to handle those Eskimos the Fr· nco v ay,' the speakers ·rill 

say. 

"'The Franco way• is F~ther Coughlin's phr ase. It reflects the belief 
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that Francisco Franco resorted to arms in Spain only to keep the 111 Cornmunists' 

from taking overt e government. Father Coughlin h·s several times arned his 

followers to prepare for just such an eventuality in t ~e United States by 

arming no. On July 30, 1939, he urged that these men be repared 'to meet 

force with force'." 

In other ords, the hristian Front is a secret military organi 7,ation, 

anti-uemi tic, anti-Communist whose ..>lan is to carry out, v1hen the proper time 

comes, a putsch against the free democratic governm Jnt of the United ~ .tes, 

and in the meantime toterrorize, to kill off their active opponents, to blow up 

buildings belonging to the opposition and to carry on a hate-filled propaganda 

exactly as did the Nazis. 

,ho inspired, who guided, who encouraged these despe ate terrorists? 

'ho . rovided them with their slogans and their c tch ords, the whole complex 

of inflammatory lies which have finally driven t em to their dark plottings? 

•ho urged upon this treasonable and immoral technique of creat· a priv te army 

to achieve their befuddled olitical aims? ·ho, inother ords, is res · onsible 

far more than the seventeen men for the crime of armed revolt against the United 

St~tes government? 

thy, it is a man ho chooses to call himself a "simple Catholic 

priest", but who in reality is a religious ouack with a dictatorship complex, 

an unscrupulous politician of the Huey Long type whose specialty is religious, 

racial and class hatred, smeared over with the synthetic honey of religious 

cant - a man by the name of Charles E. Coughlin. 

\'hen this gentleman who has been urging now for some years, "The Franco 

v ay" upon the erican people - ~ hen this gentleman heard of the arrest or 

the seventeen }liitical gangsters who took him at his word, and roceeded to 

put preaching into practice - this gentleman quickly cut and ran to cover. 
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Oh, no, he had nothing to do with this specific "Christian Front." He had 

just been advicating b; and large a christian front . He com letely disavowed 

and disclaimed any connection with them. But he was soon confronted ~ith 

the record of hisspoken and written endorsement of a specific Christian Front 

and the specific Christian Front meetings which he had addressed, and the 

specific advocacies and urging in his Social Justice gazine of real 

Christian Front unity and pledges to them. When confronted with the record, 

he determined to discredit his discreditors, to disclaim his disclaimers , 

to disavow his disavowers. 

Last Sunday, this gentleman announced that he is the friend of 

the accused: 

" :lhile I do not belong to any unit of the Christian Front," Coughlin 

said, "n -,vertheless I do not disassociate myself from that movement. I 

reafirm ever; word hich I have said in advocating its formation; I re-encourage 

the Christians of America to carry on in this crisis for the preserv·.tion 

of Christianity and Americanism, more vigorously than ever despite this thinly 

veiled campaign laun hed by certain publicists and their controllers to villify 

both the name and the principles of this pro-American, pro-Christian Frontiers," 

Father Coughlin declared. 

"' I take my stand beside the Christian Fronters," Father Coughlin 

declared. "Recognizing also that in one sense the opposition to Communism 

is on trial, I freely choose to be identified as a friend of the accused. 

It matters not whether they be guilty or innocent; be they ardent followers 

of the principles of Chrlstianity or the betrayers of them, my place is by 

their side until they are released or convicted." 
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And so, unrepentent, unashamed, this gentleman now takes his stand 

besides these people as he really should, for he belongs to that gang . He is 

not only their friend. He is their co-conspirator. He is their teacher and 

their guide and he now re-encourages the American people to join the Christian 

Front for the preserv~tion of Christianity in America - presumably with rifles 

and bombs, hand grendades. 

If you listened to his address, last unday, or read "Social Justice", 

you will see how deftly this gentleman reasons to to throw sand in the eyes 

of the American people . This arrest is not an arrest of seventeen plotters 

against the American government. O, not I quote the editorial: 

"Now that England and the Jews are battling desperately a gainst 

· Naziism, Atty. Gen. Fr nk Murphy of the United States finds a plot . Among the 

"plotters" are Michael Joseph Beirne, "born in Ireland," Andrew Buckley, "born 

in Ireland," John F. Cassidy, Leroy Keegan, George Kelly, Frank ichael Maline, 

John M. Ryan, Edward Walsh and Alfred J. Quinlan ." 

"The charges consist of conspiracy to kill twelve Members of Congress, 

bomb the Americ .n League for Peace and Democracy, bomb the Daily ~ orker 

bomb the Cameo Theatre in Times quare showing Russian motion pictures, and 

bomb railroad bridges. 

"'The Arsenal' was worthy of Gilbert and Sullivan in their best day . 

"The law under which the charges are made is Section 6, Title 18 of 

the United tates Code covering 'seditious conspiracy.' 

"Atty. Gen. urphy was in New York for the round-up. 

"If there is any plot within the United &tates to overthrow the government 

or any plot in the United States where an armed uprising is planned, success 

to Murphy and to G. Edgar Hoover in uncovering and prosecuting the guilty. 

"For hundreds of years parallel procedure in respect to discovering 
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plots has emanated from the Bri.tish government in respect to the Irish." 

(Last paragraph in italics). 

"John Bull, in trouble, could c..l ways dis cover a revol tion, always could 

discover a cache of arms and al ways the ~mpire was in danger fromnan or a little 

group of men who had incurred the enmity of those in high office. 

"Yet, tood luck to Murphy and Hoover and may they have the courage to 

apprehend the known revolutionists of atheistic Russia who have already announced 

their overeignty over every foot of American territory and who have plotted 

consistently since 1917 for the overthrow of our Government. 

"Good luch 'Murph' and may that sword which was found be not a 

'Fenian' sword for then the danger of Revolution may be real and the Empire of 

'Bull' may once more be able to smear the Irish." 

So this arrest was just a conspiracy on the part of Great Britain to 

smear the Irish, and of course back of Great Britain were the Jews. I quoted 

the editorial verbatim, and all of it. I did not quote a fev lines and 

use dots as this gentleman tried the dot trick on me a few months ago. Y~u 

may recall that from this pu:J.pit I said: "If there is to be a (peace) 

conference, it should be stipulated in advance that the just claims of free 

and independent Czecho-Slovakia, Austria and oland and the rights of the Jewish 

minorities must be given first consideration." The henchman of this gatleman 

in Cleveland picked up this item which was printed in the newspapers and sent 

ti to headquarters in Royal Oak and my sta tement was quoted as follows: 

"If there is to be a conf ,r ~nce, it should be stipulated in advance that the just 

claims of the Jewish minorities must be given first consideration." And so 

continues the article, Rabbi Silver would like to see millions of Christians 

lose their lives in order to win back the rights of the Jews. 

And so, in this editorial and in a· speech last Sunday, this gentleman 

subtly insinuates this attack on the Irish and Catholics. He dan't forgive 
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former Attorney General Frank Murphy, and now Supreme Court Judge of the 

United States, a man who spoke so eloquently in iashington before the United 

Palestine Appeal on tolerance and good will, and one of the outstanding, 

noble Catholics laymen of the United t a tes - he can't forgive Justice Murphy 

for having unearthed the plot. Coughlin says that aiurphy did it perha ps 

"to temper the wrath of groups aroused by t he Brow Jer prosecution. 11 And 

of course he would make light of the entire affair. In this manner this gentleman 
him 

ould like to deflect fronv'the wrath of the American people against this 

inciter of revolution in this peaceful land. 

But it will not avai l him. The American people have been on to 

him ever since 1936 when he co l lapsed politically and then turned Fascist in 

the hope of recapturing a following. You will recall, or perhaps you have 

forgotten, that he had been a New Dealer, that he had shouted week after 

week "Roosevelt or uin". Then he broke with t he New Deal and he shouted 

"Roosevelt and Ruin". Then he began to call the Pres i dent of the United 

St a tes "Anti-God'', " cab". Here in Cleveland, he called the President of the 

United '" t a tes "the great betrayer and liar, Franklin Double-Cross Roosevelt." 

This was . at a Townsend .Convention: 

In 1956, you will recall, or perhaps you have forgotten, that t his 

gentleman backed li l liam Lemke for President of t he United uta tes arrl 

he then said: "If I cannot swing at least nine million votes to Mr. Lemke 

I will quite broadcasting." He swung les s than nine hundred t housand. Did he 

quit broadcasting? For a little while. Then in 1957 he was back again but 

more or less a man whose public utterances and pledges were broken and whose 

magazine Soci al Justice had publicized more forgeries, fakes, canards, inuendoes, 

doctored statistics, distorted news reports and plain t Y10-bi t lies than any 

agencies in the world outside of r. Goebbels' stream-lined factory of fabricated 
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falsehoods in Nazi Germany. Dr. Goebbels laid no claim to religious compunctio. 

The American people has watched this man denounce a l l Street and 

the International banker, and on the side play the stock-market . They heard 

him clamor for the restoration of si lver to the proper value as a "vhristian 

concern" only to l 8arn later on that he had been speculating on a rise in silver 

to the tune of five hundred thousand ounces. They listened to this man's 

passionate defence of organized labor only to discover t hat his real contention 

as to organize a Nazi-Labor Front, regimented, coerced by the Sate. They 

• 
heard him rant about Soci al Justice and social justice only to learn upon 

clo er investi. "£ .. tl n tl .L • ,, • "t, :1 inteil(J cl VF c r coclc,l j c:•tic on the order 

of Germany and Italy. He himself let the cat out of the bag b saying that 

"people call me Fascist and Nazi for today practically all the principles of 

soci 1 justice are being put into practice in Italy and Germany." 

They heard him lie and peak sneeringly over and over a ain of democracy , 

of the magic of , a.s he ca 11s it. In his magazine, "Social 

Juf: tice", he advocates changi the American form of gov rnment, of bolishing 

Congress, of substituting Italian Fascist corporate sthte for the American 

fer m of government , and in this process of pre ching ..Fascism, i thout calling 

it Fascism, of course, or preaching Naziism, without denouncing Naziism, of 

course. These are the tactics. And in the proce s of preaching Fascism, he 

finally came to exploit the one eapon which every Fascist uses - Anti- emitism. 

He took over the whole arsenal of anti emitism from the Nazis - the Protocols 

of the 1lde s of Zion , the Jew as a war-monger, the Jewish Communist, and the 

Jewish International Banker. This was the crowning i nfamy in the career of . 

the simple Catholic Priest - hen in Nov.ember, 1938 a horrible program 

broke loose in Germany which shocked the whole orld by it avagery , by 

its unlea hed brutality, six hundreds nagogues were burned to the ground, and 
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tens of thousands of people ere uhipped and lashed, hundred driven to 

suicide, durin - that week of universal indignation and horror not only to 

the Jewish world, but in the Christian world - Protest~nt and Catholic, 

this humble atholic priest said: "It is too badt" H- even shed some 

crocodile tears. Neverthele s, he said the Nazis were doing th l t in 

self-defense, that they were µmishing the Jews because the Jes ere ted 

communism. Ever since that time he has been serving up infor□ation about 

the Jews to the Americans taken from Berlin, just as his information on 

democr, cy was taken from Rome and his economics and socialization taken from 

dime novels. 

teadily, this man has become more desperate, more reckless in his 

Fascist agit tion, urging the Franco i ·ay upon the American people, summoning 

men to form dragoons, as though the x~merican peo le were in danger .. 

The American people h s atched all this: 11 For out of the serpent's root shall 

come forth a basilisk , and his fruit shall be a flying serpent." Thoroughly 

deluded and incited men h·ve actually been driven to plot conspiracies, to 

kill, to terrori ze . Father Coughlin's own co-religionists have been greatly 

shocked by his oresumotion. . . 

This week, in an editorial in the Common e 1, the follo ing is said: 

"Fantastic , Tragic , Alarming , ore three adjectives th t seem hest to escribe 

the news of the arrest of seventeen resident of Brooklyn on charges of 

conspiring to overthrow the government of the United 't tes. These men were 

members of the •Christian Front,• a haz org i ?ation claimin to be devoted to 

Chr stiani t - and the merican Vay and in· mical to communism and atheism . But 

the American ay is ver · strange. So are its idetiS of roper political, economic 

and social action. Destruction of the Jews was one of these. 'Direct action,' 

street demonstrations, control of the gutters - bombs and rifle ard setting 
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up a dictator b force are some more. 

"It mi ht seem f antastic, of cour se, tht· t seventeen men should think 

they could overthrow our government (even Hitler failed in his beer hal l); 

the tragic part of it is that they undoubtedl concei ved of themselves as true 

patriots and Christians while they dreamed their s anguinary dream. The 

alarrnine; thing is that for t heir state of mind Catholics are largely responsible, 

and we shall continue to be responsible for the ere tion of other groups of 

hypnoti zed men, who may carry out their scheming \:. ith more tragic result , until 

we all recognize and nul lify the powerful propaganda v,h ich directl:), crer tes 

them. 

"Fa ther Coughlin, the Brooklyn Tablet, Social Ju:-- tice and their 

many abettors and sympathizers must bear the direct re ponsibility for the 

pli ht of these seventeen young men. For months the Ta blet's correspondence 

columns h ve been the free public f orum ~or t he na t ion 1 direc or of the 

group, John F. Cassidy. It will not do to say that divergent views have 

appeared in the same column - lette ~s in tha t column a e picked and chos en, and 

besides, that : s eeling out of it. 

"In its i ssue da ted only a few days before tht· arrest of Casf;idy & Co. 

the Tablet printed an excoriating editorial ridiculing the yor of New York 

and his police for keeping tabs on street meetings at which 'representatives of 

cert·in organizations spoke and at hich our Jewish fellow-citi zens were 

adversely criticiz d.' That is, of course, eely wri ting. No names are mentioned. 

But only the Chris tian Front comes to the reuder's mind. 

"Father Coug:b..lin hus taked of 'Franco's ay ... Chr..:. tian American forces 

united to the last man ... Rest assured we will fight you and we will win ... The 

Christian lay is the peaC" eful way until, all argument having failed, all c i vil 

authority having failed, there is left no other ay but the ay of defending 

ourselve• against the invaders of our spiritual am n tional rights ••• " That, 
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too, is eely writing, as are the oualifications mounting to contriduct·ons, 

vhich pepper every e csay or speech emanating from the Radio Priest. But he, 

himself, supplies a clue to his real meaning: 'Call this inflammatory, i f you 

will. It is inflammatory.' 

"\ ell, the f runes re ched the hearts of seventeen - perhaps man more 

of whom ,,,e know nothing; they ackno ledge the l eadership o-"' men who set them 

afire, and they are in jail awaiting trial, but Father Coughlin sa she had 
it 

nothing to do/with. 'Buy Christian for Christmas.' It .a Pn't inflamma or, 

after all ••.. " 

This is not the only Catholic paper arrl t he only Catholic f orce 

that ha spoken up in denunciation of this gentleman from Royal Oak. But it 

is not enough. In my humble judgment the whole C·tholic Hierarchy of the 

United tates ought to repudiate thi man. It i s particularly timel r for 

his immedi te superior in Detroit, Archbishop Ed ·ard Mooney,to speak up. 

His silence, and the silence of all the Hierarchies in the United St tes 

have been difficult to explain. urel they must realize the nenace of 

this man manifested in the actual arrest of his followers, his conspirators. 

Surely, too, the Catholic Church of America must be mindful tlllit it, too, is 

a minority people in America, th t it v:asn' t so long ago tru.. t the Catholic 

Church ms being persecuted in these United t utes arrl was the subject of a 

vile campaign of slander and denuncicttion, that not so long b go the K. K. K. 

directed its movement not principally ainst the Jews, but principally a inast 

the Catholics. 

And surely the Irish mu~t understand th&t they, too, ~re a minority 

people in these United ut~tes, and that it asn't so long ago thct they 

ere the subject of bitter attacks and bitter denunciations in this country. 

Men of the type of Coughlin may set in motion a very unfortunate Catholic 
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reaction in these United tates. And I suspect, though I do not know, that 

the opposition which has developed against President Roosevelt's ap ,ointment 

of Myron c. Taylor to Rome , is due not so much to the tradi tional fear of the 

oppression of the state by the Church, but due to an aggravated, if unwarranted 

suspicion that there is a tendency within certain groups among the Catholics 

in the United States to dominate American life and to undermine their free 

democratic institutions and to reconstruct American life on the ranco model, 

by Franco methods. Of course, we _:now there is no such tendency. But 

Coughlin and his henchmen supply the reason for that kind of suspicion. 

Although we know that 6oughlin and his incited henchmen are not 

a tendency in the Catholic Church, but a rash and a boil, that man and 

his followers should be denounced. And our Federal Government should proceed 
Attorney 

to investigate this man. It is high Time. United t ate$"'Robert Jackson means 

to go to the bottom of this matter and not permit t he talk of this man to 

cover up his sinister and bitter mean acts. It is time that Dies Committee 

focussed its attention on this man from Royal Oak . They have been altogether 

t oo lenient with him. 

I am persuaded tha t the American people h ve already rejected this 

man. He is very confused and his confusion is driving him on to desper tion. 

He is likely to become more reckless, and sooner or later he will destroy 

himself comple te. There is an old Arab proverb which applies to hi m: 

"The dogs bark, but the caravan moves on." 
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T lze Hypnotized 

FA ITASTIC, TRAGIC, ALARMING are 
three adjectives that seem best to describe 

the news of the arrest of seventeen residents of 
Brooklyn on charges of conspiring 

Share to overthrow the government of 
the the United States. These men 
Blame were members of the "Christian 

Front," a hazy organization claim
ing to be devoted to Christianity and the Amer
ican Way and inimical to communism and atheism. 
But the Christian Front idea of Christian society 
and the American Way is very strange. So are its 
ideas of proper political, economic and social 
action. Destruction of the Jews was one of these. 
"Direct action," street demonstrations, control of 
the gutters-bombs and rifles and setting up a 
dictator by force are some more. 

It might seem fantastic, of course, that seven
teen men should think they could overthrow our 
government ( even Hitler failed in his beer hall) ; 
the tragic part of it is that they undoubtedly con
ceived of themselves as true patriots and Chris
tians while they dreamed their sanguinary dream. 
The alarming thing is that for their state of mind 
Catholics are largely responsible, and we shall 
continue to be responsible for the creation of other 
groups of hypnotized men who may carry out 

their cheming with more tragic results, until 
we all recognize and nullify the powerful propa
ganda which directly creates them. 

Father Coughlin, the Brooklyn Tablet, Social 
Justice and their many abettors and sympathizers 
must bear the direct responsibility for the plight 
of these seventeen young men. For months the 
Tablet's correspondence columns have been th 
free public forum for the national director of the 
group, John F. Cassidy. It will not do to say that 
divergent views have appeared in the same column 
- letters in that column are picked and chosen, 
and besides, that is eeling out of it. 

In its issue dated only a few days before the 
arrest of Cassidy & Co., the Tab let printed an 
excoriating editorial ridiculing the Mayor of New 
York and his police for keeping tabs on street 
meetings at which 'representatives of certain 
organizations spoke and at which our Jewish 
fellow-citizens were adversely criticized.' That 
is, of course, eely writing. No names are men
tioned. But only the Christian Front comes to the 
reader, s mind. 

Father Coughlin has talked of ' 'Franco's wa 
... Christian American forces unite to the last 
man. . . . Rest assured we will fight you and we 
will win .... The Christian Way is the pe~ceful 
way until, all argument having failed, all civil 
authority having failed, there is left no other way 
but the way of defending ourselves against the 
invaders of our spiritual and national rights .... " 
That, too, is eely writing, as are the qualifications, 
amounting to contradictions, which pepper every 
essay or speech emanating from the Radio Priest. 
But he, himself, supplies a clue to his real mean
ing: "Call this inflammatory, if you will. It is 
inflammatory." 

vVell, the Hames reached the hearts of seven
teen-perhaps many more of whom we know 
nothing; they acknowledge the leadership of the 
men who set them afire, and they are in jail await
ing trial, but Father Coughlin says he had nothing 
to do it with. "Buy Christian for Christmas." 
It wasn't inflammatory, after all. 

A Lone-Wolf H emisphe1·e 

THE BOAST of a navy second to none is no 
longer enough for American big navy advocates. 

At the hearings on the Vinson 
Superiority Bill, for instance, Admiral Stark 
at any aid we must be prepared to take 
Price on by ourselves the combined 

forces of Germany, Italy, Japan 
and Russia at one and the same time. What a 
yardstick for determining legitimate national de
fense expenditures! On this basis defense expendi
tures for the next two or three years are estimated 
at astronomical figures. It is not surprising that 
the army chimes in for its share with Secretary 
Woodring mod st request fo r at least $300,-

[ 29 ] 
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000,000 extra for ordnance and engineering items 
and Assistant Secretary Louis Johnson's objective 
of arms and munitions for an army of 1,000,000 
men. The American people must pay dearly if 
Congress bows to those who maintain that single
handed against the fantastic coalition listed above 
we must be able to def end our shores, possessions, 
trade routes and the Monroe Doctrine. The 
people will have to pay drastically increased taxes, 
work relief and farm benefits will have to be cut 
well below the family subsistence level and all
important public health work will be badly cur
tailed. At the same time the other nations of the 
world will be spurred farther along the fatal 
Australian pursuit race toward the tantalizing 
mirage of arma_ment superiority. How rally popu
lar support against big army and navy extremists? 
If the United States is to be a force for peace in 
these critical days, the government must not give 
way to unreasoning fear. And it is folly to seek 
the peace we want singlehanded. 

The Trade Agreements Act 

THE TARIFF FIGHT threatens to become as 
big a political issue this year as it used to be in 

the classic ages of American poli-
Ebb d tics. Even accepting some of the 
Fl an arguments for the terribly high 

ow duties customary in the past, it 
must be admitted now by even the 

most rabid protectionists that times have changed. 
Now the United States is a creditor rather than 
debtor nation. American industry has grown up 
until, indeed, it is more developed than anywhere 
else. Nations are more and more governing their 
trade relations by new and extra-tariff methods: 
bartering and quota regulations, for instance. 
Fewer undeveloped lands are willing to remain 
dependent on exports of raw materials and im
ports of manufactured goods. More nations are 
aiming at more or less complete self-sufficiency. 
Cartels have risen and declined, but can rise again 
to get around political duties. The balance in 
American industry has shifted toward the great 
automobile manufacturers and exporters. 

But the principal question, after all, is still 
whether we should have a higher or lower tariff. 
That it should be lower seems almost too obvious 
to argue about. The effort to get agriculture be
hind a demand for a rise is particularly fantastic. 
Farmers have a terrific leverage in tariff matters 
precisely because it is recognized that industrial 
tariffs have been at their particular expense. It 
would be Yery slick if farmers, ignoring the funda
mental position of their export industry and for
getting the traditional farm protests against pro
tection, could be worked into fighting reciprocal 
agreements and demanding higher rates for them
selYes and thus helping to lift the whole schedule. 

The reciprocal trade law, which runs out in June, 
provides a method of reducing to some extent the 
suicidal Smoot-Hawley duties which contrasts 
favorably with the paralyzing log-rolling methods 
of Congressional tariff activity. If you want a 
low tariff, the principal objections to the new 
method may be first, the centralization of power 
under the executive. The second objection is per
haps most important right now: the executive con
trol over tariffs can be used as a new, "flexible" 
instrument of national policy in power diplomacy, 
and as a means of interference in foreign coun
tries. Trade negotiations and trading can be 
more easily carried on as a trade war by this 
method than by the old. To the extent one likes 
or dislikes the executive's general foreign policy 
one must approve or object to enforcing it with 
the reciprocal trade powers. Still, considering all 
objections, the Smoot-Hawley tariff continues to 
be disastrously high. Until business becomes dis
illusioned with piratical duties or Congressmen 
learn how to resist business men's pressure, there 
is no unobjectionable way out. 

Hutchins vs. Kieran on Football 
COMPLAINTS about college football are com
mon enough. Every so often the Carnegie Founda-

tion gives statistics on those who 
Root are capitalizing on bulky frames, 
or stout hearts and superior coordina-
Branch tion to pay their academic way, or 

some coach is quitting because of 
lack of material when the administration decides 
to cut down on athletic scholarships, or some high 
school halfback can't make up his mind which of 
a score of institutions of higher learning will pay 
him the highest salary. No one takes the amateur 
status of "big-time" football players very seri
ously. 1\,1 r. Hutchins, who has consistently upheld 
a rather severe ideal of college life, made a lot of 
good points in explaining the dropping of foot
ball by the University of Chicago. Spring training 
and fall training and distant trips undoubtedly 
take up a lot of time; big games do distort the 
function of college in the public mind; football 
does develop into big business ( $ 1 I 5 ,ooo guaran
tee to each team for one Rose Bowl game, for 
instance). John Kieran of the New York Times 
and "Information Please" counters with a familiar 
line of argument: it is not the game but its abuses. 
He would keep the game for all its benefits to 
spectators and players and eliminate the principal 
evils by abolishing gate receipts. This suggestion 
is stronger logically than in actuality. A sound 
educational program would include both intra
mural athletic contests and intercollegiate spec
tacles for the many. Root or branch, that is the 
question. From all accounts an evening at "The 
l\ilale Animal" at the Cort Theatre would suggest 
a happy answer. 
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tional Biennial 
Council 

Detroit i to have th Union of 
American Hebrew Congregation' 

ational Biennial ouncil !~fay 
4 to 8, 1941, according to a deci
ion reached Sunday at the an

nual meeting of the U. A. H. C. 
executive board in incinnati 

Made up of over 300 congre a
tion throughout the U. S. and 
Canada, the Union i known as 
the parent body of Liberal Juda
i m in America. Mor than 2,000 
delegates and vi itor are ex
pected to attend the 1941 meet
ing to di cu development of 
the Union's 10-year program of 
increased ervice to religion and 
democracy. The Union program 
i in harmony with President 
Roo evelt's recent call for . co
operation of religiou. group: in 
the solution of world probl ms. 
Milton M. Alexander Re-Elected 

to Board of Managers 
Milton M. Alexander of De

troit wa re-elected to the Board 
of Manager of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregation ' 
Department of Synagogue and 
School Extension at the annual 
meeting of the Union Execu tive 
Board meeting ju t held in in
cinnati. 

An adve1:tising coun ellor, fr. 
Alexander 1 known a the man 
who directed, in 1935-36, the 
Michigan State and Cook County, 
Ill., advertising campaign for de
linquent taxes. He wa the foun
der of the J ewi h Center A o
ciation and served a it fi 
president. Mr. Alexander i 
ated with Detroit' Templ 
El, a Union member. 

1 

the Council of Federation 
Welfare Funds and will peak at 
a dinner arranged by the Ameri
can Jewi h Congre s, at 6 p. m., 
at Hotel Statler. 

Prominent national leaders of 
the American Jewish Congre s, 
including Louis Lipsky, vice pres
ident, will be pre ent to addre 
this dinner, reservation for 
which may be made by calling 
Mr . athan Spevakow, pre ident 
of the Worn n' Divi ion of the 
Congres , Ty. 6-6402, or Mrs. 
Albert Feld tein, secretary of the 
Detroit Chapter of the Congre , 
Cherry 6559. 

our 
where." 

every-

Governor Luren D. Dickin on 
of Michigan, in a mes age ad
dre ed to Mr. Srere, welcomes 
the delegate a follow : 

'·It give me inc re pleasure 
to welcome the delegate of the 
General Assembly of the oun
cil of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Fund . I tru t that your 
tay in our tate will be full of 

both plea ure and profit to all 
of your member organization . 

See GREETINGS-Page 16 

for the protection of civil 
and religious right of Jews 
throughout the world. Other of
ficer re-elected were Hon. Abram 
I. Elku , honorary vice pre ident; 
Judge Irving Lehman and Loui 
E .Kirstein, Bo ton, vice pre i
dent ; and Samuel D. Liede dorf, 
trea urer. Sol M. Stroock, chair
man of the executive committe , 
pre ided at the morning ession, 
and Judge Lehman pr id d at 
the luncheon which , followed. 
Richard C. Rothschild, chairman 
of the m·vey committee, pre-
ented a report on the educa-

See COMMITTEE -Page 2 

Coughlin and Christian ~rant Conde,nned 
Throughout Land; Investigation Is Vrged 
By Professors~ Clergymen~ Labor Leade,·s 
Radio Priest Takes Stand Beside th? 17 Arrested on Charge of Plotting 

to Overthrow U. S. Govetnment; Reveal Cassidy 
Tried to Destroy Records 

The Rev. harle E. oughlin, 
who la t week "roundly di -
avowed" the pecific hri tian 
Front involved in the arrest of 
17 ew Yorker by the nited 
State Government on charg of 
trea on, in hi ermon la t un
day criticized new paper account 
of the recent arre t of the 17 
men in ew York on charges of 
plotting to overthrow the United 
States Government and took his 
stand with the Christian Front. 

"While I do not belong to any 
unit of the hri tian Front," 
Coughlin aid, "neverthele I do 

not di associate my If from that 
movement. I reaffirm every word 
which I have aid in advocating 
it formation; I re-encourage the 

hri tian of America to carry 
on in this crisi for the preserva
tion of 'hri tianity and Ameri
cani m, more vigorou ly than ever 
despite thi thinly veiled cam
paign launched by certain pub
lici ts and their controller to 
villify both the name and the 
principles of thi pro-American, 
pro-Christian Frontier ," Father 

oughlin declared. 
"'I take my tand be ide the 

hri tian Fronter ," F a th e r 
Coughlin declared. "Recognizing 
al o that in one en the op
po ition to ommuni m is on 
trial, I freely choo e to be identi
fied as a friend of the accu. ed. 
It matter not whether they be 
guilty or innoc nt; be they ar
dent followers of the principle 
of hri tianity or the betrayer 
of them, my place i by their side 
until they are relea ed or 
victed." 

gates Extremely 
Pessimistic 

. re V YORK.- Th prediction 
that on million Jew will die 
in E rope within the coming 
year ,ts a result of outright mur
der and starvation by the azi 
in the territory occupi d by Ger
many ,va made by Dr. ahum 
Goldmann, chairman of the ad
ministrativ committe of the 
World J wi h ongre , and by 
Dr. Maurice L. P rlzweig, chair
man of the Briti h ction of the 
same organization, who arrived 
in th United tate Jan. 17 
aboard th S . Vu lcania. 

Dr. Goldmann and Dr. Perl
zweig are h re at th invitation 
of th American Jewi h ongre . 
to brin;.; home to the J w of 
Am riea the n eds and the a -
pirati n of European Jewry anu 
th hope that th y r po e in th 
help which th m rican com
munity, Jewi h and non-Jewish, 
may giv to save Jewi. h lif from 
complete de truction. 

Place Hope in U. S. 
Speaking for him If and Dr. 

Perlzweig, a the direct emis
sari . of the 39 J wi h com
munities of the world repre ent
ed in the World J wi h ongres , 
Dr. oldmann stat d that the 
chief hope of European Jewry 
is that m rica may b aroused 
to take immediate t ps and to 
plan for a futur which will re
lease them from the azi con
centration camp in which they 
live today. 

urop an Jewry feels that 
is can and hould be done with-

s. e CONGRESS-Page 13 



orgamzat1on. 1·e
increased th ir 

amounts over la t year hy at 
lea t one-third. 

o official 1·eport have a: yet 
been received by the individual 
team but unofficially their indi
cation of result have bec· n ex
cell nt. 

For thi week organizational 
talk at Palestine evening ' will 
be presented in Yiddish and Eng
Ii h by C. Kochinsky and .Morris 
Lieb rman. A luncheon Monday 
noon at Web ter Hall will take 
place with the leaders of the var
iou teams and committee· re
porting to Morri Schave1 and 
planning the final teps of the 
campaign . 

Activities of Bnai David 
Sisterhood 

Bible clas es under the direc
tion of Rabbi Jo hua Sperka are 
held every W edne day afternoon 
at 2 o'clock in the rabbi' . tudy 
at the synagogue, Elmhur t and 
Fourteenth Aves. At the e cla e 
book reviews are given, preceding 
the Bible cla s. At the next meet
ing- Rabbi Sperka will review 
"The azarene" by Sholem ch. 

This organization had it vic
tory luncheon on Tuesday, Jan. 
16, at the Wil hire. Mr . Roy 
Chatlin, pre ident, initiated the 
ne\.v members, and frs. Leonarcl 
Canner, secretary, read the con-
titu tion . Mrs. Jo hua Sperka 

spoke on Chamisho O or b'Shvat. 
An evening of games has been 

planned for Monday, Feb._ 12, ~t 
8 :30 o'clock, in the Bna1 David 
Social Hall. Tickets can be ob
tain d by contacting the chair
man, Mrs. Feigelman. 

hi torian, E li zabeth Shapiro : 
Pre ident, Be sie Silverman; sen
ior vice-president, Rose Cantor; 
junior vice-president, Roth Bol
hower; ecretary, Yetta tea rn ; 
treasurer, Lee Walt; judge advo
cate, Elizabeth hapiro; chap
lain, .Mae Gin burg; conductre , 
, arah Kort; tru tee , Ruth Gold
berg, Dorothy Potiker, Birdie Ro-
en b rg; guard, Mabel Gray. 

On Feb. 1 , a joint in tallation 
with Post 190 and 135 co-operat
in •" with the auxiliary, will take 
place at the .Ma onic Temple, at 
.J p. m., followed by a dinner dance 
at 7 p. m. peakers of prominence, 
including ongres man Clarence 
J. McLeod, and national officers, 
will be pre ent. For information 
call Harry Car ons, adillac 4613, 
or Eva Mann, Town end -9160. 

At the la t meeting the charter 
wa draped in memory of arah 
Freedman, a member who pas ed 
away Dec. 2 , and a memorial 
fund wa tarted. o di po ition 
of the fund has as yet been 
planned. 

Zviller Banquet Sunday 
The 12th anniver ary banquet 

and dance of the Be ie Sorin 
Zviller Ladie Aid Society will be 
held on Sunday evening, Jan. 2 , 
at 5 :30 p. rn., at Schiff and Mo. , 
114 Er kine St. For re ervation 
call the chairman of the ticket 
committee, ir . L. Alter, Town
send 5-2310, or the pre ident, 
Mt· . M. Pevin, Town end 8-6849. 
Mrs. H. Ep tein will be chairman 
of the evening and will be a sist
ed by .Mesdames Wei man, Rez
nik and Zager. A pecial meet
ing will be held on Monday, Jan. 
29, at 1 p. m., at 2261 Calvert 
Ave., for a count of tickets and 
monie 1·eceived. 

dent o he , 
bring t he three great 1·eligion in 
America into cooperation with 
the Vatican to formulate and ef
fectuate the religio-ethical ba i 
of peace." Gratification was ex
pre ed that Dr. Cyru Adler 
"wa invited by Mr. Roo evelt to 
lead the Jew of America in this 
holy cooperative endeavor." 

The effect on American public 
opinion of the "alliance of Red 
and Brown Bolshevi m and the 
Hitler war, which that alliance 
had made po ible," according 
to the report, resulted in the di -
crediting of "both the azi and 
Soviet regime and verything 
associated with either of them, 
including the azi an ti - J ewi h 
propaganda, so widely copied in 
the scribbling of American dema
gogue ." 

The report continued : 
"More and more, right-think

ing American are coming to the 
conclusion that anti-Semitic prop
aganda is simply a smoke- er en 
behind which the enemie of de
mocracy can work most effective
ly. There i a growing realiza
tion in the American mind that 
it wa uch divi ive forces hich 
played no small part in plung
ing Europe into war; and that if 
America i to r main at peace, it 
mu t prevent uch tactics from 
making headway here. For, in the 
la t analy i , group hatred , by 
setting religion against religion, 
race again t hace, and class 
again. t cla s, are the seeds which, 
more than anything else, weaken 
a nation in the face of danger." 

ADAMS- In "My Son Is Guil
ty." ew York' " Hell's Kitch
en" i again th locale for a 
crime melodrama. 

evening, Jan. 29, Pul'
ity hapter o. 359, 0. E. ., will 
initiate a cla.. of condidate , al 
which time the gl'oup will aL o 
b ho. t to the Detroit hrin • 

o. 20, who will give an exhibi
tion drill. Refre hment will be 
. rved at th clo e of th me t
ing. 

On .Monday, Feb. 5, Purity 
hapter will . pon or a mah j ng 

and bridge luncheon at th East
ern tar Temple, 0 W. Ale ·an
drine Ave., at 12 :30 p. m. Th 
public is invited to attend. 

Mr . Eva Mann i worthy ma
tron of Purity hapter. 

IN MEMORIAM 
In loving memo1·y of my 

husband, Joseph Weil, 
pa ed away 16 y ars ago, 
29, 1924. 

Sadly mis ed by his 
ophia Weil. 

dear 
who 
Jan. 

wife, 

FURS 

. wa. bster 
II.j l on Jan. 23, follow d by a 
Ju, ch on. The gu . t SJ eak r wa. 
Ra >bi Joshua p rka ·who in
!-lall cl the offic r s as follow. : 
}Tr·. Henry Gre nb rg, honorary 
pn•s ident; Mr . . Jack Gold:, pr si
dcn l; Mr .. Emil Edel:on and Mrs. 
Al rt Fcnstein, vice pr sid •nl. ; 
:\1 1s: Kate vV •d •. , financial . c
l'l' ary; :\fr . . Loui. Golds, r ord
in g- seer ta1·y; Mr .. B. D nt r, 
tn·a. ur r; fr . William ·hwarlz, 
publicity; tru . tee·, :vt:r:. Frank 
Novograd, Mrs. Louis Pl a. , '1rs. 
Albert Millman, fr:. Isador 

e •dman, .Mrs. Ros• G uld; fr .. 
Alb •rt Finstien, flow r fund. 

The next me ting will b al th• 
home of frs. Emil Edelson, :w 1 

ortland. Plan: will b di:cu . sed 
for th donor lunch on and thea
ter upp r party. 

OF DISTINCTI ON 

EXPERT FURRIER 

Was Established for 30 Ye rs in Berlin and Paris! 

Quality Furs, from the most luxurious to the most modest, 
in a generous array of current fashion trends . . . . 

9 I 50-12TH ST., cor. ATKINSO 
ext Door t o Perwein's 

PHONE: TRinity 2-0629 
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What Is the Christian Front ? 

N OW that seventeen members of the so
called Christian Front have been arrested 

in ew York, charged by the Department of 
Ju tice with attempting to overthrow the Gov
ernment of the United States, page-one news
paper stories are making the American people 
suddenly aware that Father Charles E. Cough
lin, of the Shrine of the Little Flower in Royal 
Oak, Michigan, has created an organization 
in the cities of the indu trial East, which can 
only be described a fascist-an organization 
, ho e members talk of killing the Jews and 
bla ting their way to power with guns and 
dynamite. 

If the news has surprised anyone, the reason 
is only that ew York newspapers until now 
have attempted to play down the activities of 
this Christian Front as much as possible, re
porting them only in occasional two or three 
paragraph stories, hidden omewhere in the 
financial pages. During the past year, more 
than 200 members of the Christian Front have 
been arrested in ew York, either for acts of 
violence or for inciting others to violence. 
Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia has sent investi
gator to dozens of Christian Front meeting -

( investigators who have invariably been spotted 
by the speakers and denounced as "the stooges 
of the little red tinkweed in City Hall.) The 
Commi sioner of Police has been compelled to 
warn the members of the force again t being 
too lenient with the Front: the organization i 
composed primarily of Irish Catholic, and 
many of the ew York police, being Irish 
Catholics themselves, are not unsympathetic. 
The files of the Police Department's criminal 
alien squad are bulging with report on th 

leaders of the Front, e cral of whom have long 
prison records. 
( Almost nothing of this has gotten into the 

papers. It wa typical of the ew York Times, 
for example, that when the Christian Front 
attacked members of Jehovah's Witnesses in 

iadison Square Gard n some months ago, the 
story was reported fully-except that no men
tion was made of the Christian Front) 

The Chri tian Front was started in May, 
1938, when the Re erend Charle E. Coughlin 
urged his follower to form platoons of twenty
five. The pr gre s of the Front ha since been 
reported in detail in Father Coughlin's weekl , 
Social Justice. Only recently, for example So
cial Justice reported the formation of squads 
of so-called Minute Men, trained in the u e of 
arms to fight "if and when it became neccs
sar ." tory after story ha told of meetings of 
the Christian Front, ome of them addre ·sed 
by Father Coughlin, himself, over long-di tancc 
telephone. 

It was John F. Cas idy, now under arre t, 
who formed the fir t platoons. At first, he did 
so with the help of the Pauli t Father. , who 
permitted him to u e their home as the head
quarters of the Front. Later, the Pauli t Father 
were to drop the Front, when it began to en
gage in treet fight and in ma s attack on i o
latcd ''Jews."((The member of the Front have 
not always been able to distin ui h Jews from 

~hri tians who di approve of their activitie ) 
(fThe Chri tian Front is organized some\ hat 

~guely. Oft n the platoons eem to have no 
direct orga ·zational connection with each 
other; and eeting , therefore. gi e the im
pression of spontaneity. Members of the 

Copyright, 1940, Institute for Propaganda Analysis, Inc. Quotation by written permi ion onl . 



A merikadeutsc/ r Volksbund seem to rve Lhe 
same purpose , • thin the Front that Commun
ists have served within progressive and labor 
groups: they ar the militant, well-knit min
ority, who, as tH y say, "activize the others." 
Sometimes, leade of another fasci t organiza
tion will step in emporarily, as when Allen 
Zoll, of merican atriots, Inc., led members of 
the Front in pick ting radio station \Vi\ICA 
for refusing to broa cast the speeche of Father 
Coughlin without st seeing his script. 

Teverthcle s, the latoons have b en able to 
work together wit remarkable smoothnes . 
The members knm ju t what is expected of 
them, becau e they ·sten to Father Coughlin 
on the air every Sund y and read Social Justice, 
from which they get not only their ideology, 
but general directives as well. 

On January 1, oci l Justice said: "Father 
Coughlin i the only pokesman o( ... the 
Christian Front." 

7' The members of the Christian Front are, 
for the most part, the poor and discontented. 
On the fringes of the organization ha e been 
ome well-to-do members of the community, 

like 1erwin K. Hart, of the Tew York State 
Economic Council, and George U. Harvey, 
president of the Borough of Queens. The rank 
and file, however, are down at the heels: dis
gruntled n1en with frayed collars and un
pre cd trouser ; unhappy housewi,e from 
slum tenements on First Avenue or Tenth 
Avenue or Am terdam venue; youngsters of 
twenty or twenty-one, who have never worked, 
and have little hope of ever getting jobs "until 
people like me get into power." 

V ight after night, they meet in Donovan's 
Tavern, just off Columbus Circle, at Tri-boro 
Palace uptown, at Ebling's Casino, and two or 
three similar place , to voice their discontent. 
They hold street-corner meetings all over the 
city, at which soap-box speakers berate the Jews 
as the cause of depression and war, usually 
speaking of them as "the Indians," or "the 
E kimos," or the "Gefiilte-fishes." Invariably 
there are threats of violence: talk of " lood 

/

owing in the streets of ew York." 
"We'll have to handle those Eskimos the 

Franco way," the peakers will say. 
/ "The Franco way" is Father Coughlin' 

phra e. It reflects the belief that Francisco 
Franco re orted to arms in Spain only to keep 
the "Communists" from taking over the gov-

ernment. Father Coughlin ha c, cral Lune 

warned his followers to prepare for ju t ~u h 
an e entuality in the United States by arming 
now. On July 30, 1939, he urged that these men , f7, 
be prepared "to meet force with force." _.-

So there has never been any secret , ithin 
the Chri Lian Front about the military nature 
o( the organization. The appli ation blank for 
membership-it co ts 1 to join and the month
ly dues are 25 cents-requires applicants to list 
their military experience. 

However, the member o( the Christian 
Front do not con ider themselves re olution
i ts. They believe they are resorting to for c 
onl "in seH-defense." They have been con
vine cl by Father Coughlin that "athei tic 
Jews" and Communist are in ·i<liou ly taking 
over the Government of the United tate, and 
that direct action i needed to stop them. In 
their propaganda-twi ted minds, when they 
speak of dynamiting building, murdering Con
gre smen, and "washing the streets of ew York 
with Jewi h blood," they arc really planning 
to re-establi h "Constitutional Government." 

"Oh, ou just don't under tand ... " said 
one arre ted member of the Christian Front, 
when reporters asked him if the United State 
"doe n't ha e Constitutional Government 
nO\V." 
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Dit•i atorshit• 
111 ,, ... ar Plan 

( ontinued from Page 1) 

150 year . For another thing, the sec
tion relatina to the termination of 
the war emergency are reported to be 
extremely vague. As a matter of fact, 
' the Plan'' provides amply for the 
continuation of the emergency dic
tator hip ad infinitum, because it 
specifie that the dictatorial controls 
over all civil life may be carried on 
into th "readju tment" period. The 
"r adju tmenf' period of the World 
War of more than 20 years ago is 
still with us. 

But not alone will labor lo e under 
the lndu trial .llobili:,ation Plan of 
1939. Every person over 16 would 
b ubject to the dictates of an ad
mini tration empowered to fix prices 
of all article of commerce and every 
commodity. 

uper-G o,·ernn1ent 
onld Take Over 
Income may be taxed up to 93 

per cent. and profits can be seized 
outright-100 per cent! The Presi
dent of the United States will be 
empowered to fix all wages, and to 
licen e all busine s. Censorship of 
pre , radio, and motion pictures will 
be in effect: per onal ~iberties will be 
interdicted. 

Three di tinct teps to war are to 
be taken b • the President, under the 
"Plan"; the actual declaration of war, 
thereafter. will be practically auto
matic. The first step is to declare an 
"emergency"- a simple emergency, 
in which the President is authorized 
to exerci e a certain amount of arbi
trary power. The second step is the 
declaration of a "national emer
gency ." Out of this grows the third 
step, the declaration of the "immi
nence of war ,, and the investing of 
th Pre ident with a large share of 
dictatorial authority. 

Fir t Step 
Already Tak.en 

ow, the fir t of these three steps 
already ha been taken. President 
Roo evelt has decreed the "limited 
emergency " and now rules the na
tion under the nervous tension aris
in from the emergency it elf. The 
"emergency.'' declared in September 
af er the ou break of a war in Eu
rop . ~till e·i t. 

Will the econd tep. the declara
tion of a "full emert1ency.' be taken? 
If and wh n it i taken, then the suc
ce ive other teps to dictatorship are 
virtuall ' a ured. 

The oriainal authorization for the 
e tabli hment of the War Policies 
Commi ion xpre ly provided that 
"the commi ion shall not con ider 
and h 11 not report upon the con
scripti n of labor." It wa , as we've 
said. to have been a peace mecha
ni m. 

How f r afield the commi sion went 
in it ork. and how far official of 
th adminL r ion have moved in 
their fl.'01 t to et up dictatorial con
trol of the nation, i evidenced in 
the ub. quent reYi ion of the ln
,lr, trinl ltobili-c,tion Plan of 1931. 

o only i labor con cripted; all 
male. from 18 to 45 are required to 
re i t r for po ~ible military service, 
and all member of the civilian 
popula ion who could be u ed d:
rectly or indirc~c ly. in conducting the 
war al o will be required to regi ter. 

' ccording to the .llobili.zalion 
Pfon; conclud • fr. Woll' · warning, 
to labor, ''the Government will keep 
it iron grip on the nation· economic 
life, and it~ dictatorial control over 
labor af r the war i over. For how 
Jon 1'? ntil the 'po t-war readjust
m nt' i comp1e d, apparently. T11at 
may mean i.· month . ten years, or 
for v r. The World War ended 21 

. r ago and 'po t-\var readju -
t' ha not ye been fini ·h d." 

s 

Etli- 01·ial l U.S. Crack~s Down 
On Christian F rout 

Now that England and the Jews 
are battling desperately again t 

aziism, Atty. G n. Frank Murphy 
of the United State. find· a plot. 
Among the ·plotters·· are Michael 
Joseph Beirne, '·born in Ireland," 
Andrew Buckley. '·born in Ireland," 
John F. Cas idy, L roy Keegan, 
George Kelly, Frank Michael Malone, 
John M. Ryan. Edward Walsh and 
Alfred J. Quinlan. 

The charges con i t of conspiracy 
to kill twelve Member of Congre , 
bomb the American League for Peace 
and Democracy, bomb the Daily 
Worker (Communi t Party organ). 
bomb the Cameo Theater in Times 
Square showing Ru ian motion pic
tures, and bomb railroad bridges. 

'The Arsenal' ' was worthy of Gil
bert and Sullivan in their be t day. 

The law under which the charg 
are made is Section 6, Title 18 of the 
United States Code covering " edi
tious conspiracy. ' 

Atty. G n. Murphy was in ew 
York for the round-up. 

If there is any plot within the 
United States to overthrow the gov
ernment or any plot in the United 
States where an arm d upri ing is 
planned, succe s to Murphy and to 
G. Edgar Hoover in uncovering and 
prosecuting the guilty. 

For hundreds of years parallel pro
cedure in re pect to discovering plots 
has emanated from the British gov
ernment in respect to the Irish. 

John Bull, in trouble, could always 
discover a revolution. always could 
discover a cache of arm and alwa ·s 
the Empire was in danger from a 
man or a little group of men who 
aad incurred the enmity of tho e in 
high office. 

Yet, good luck to Murphy and 
Hoover and may they have the cour
age to appr hend the known r volu
tionist. of athei tic Ru .. -ia who have 
already ann<¥1nced th ir sovereignty 
over every foot of American terri
tory and who have plotted consi tent
ly since 1917 for the overthrow of 
our Government. 

Good luck ·Murph" and may that 
sword which was found be not a 
"Fenian" sword for then the dan crcr 
of Revolution may be real and the 
Empire of ' Bull" may once more be 
able to mear the Irish. 

With These Gun 
Could 18 Men 

Overthro1-0 U. S.? 
With the following equipment 18 

men in New York City were plotting 
to "overpower the United States 
army, overthrow the United States 
Government, establish a dictator hip, 
'eradicate' all Jews, eize all public 
utilities, including power, water, 
communications and all forms of 
transportation ' accordin to infor
mation furni hed J. Edgar Hoover, 
chief of the Federal Bur au or In
vestigation: 

ompl tecl homh ( e,·. 
hown in new 1>aper 

wcr matlt" of oup 

15 partly 
eral of tho 
photograph 
can ). 

18 can of corditf' po \'der. 
Twelve 30.06 Springfit"ltl riflt' . 
Four .22- alib r rifle . 
One .32 automatic 1,i tol. 
On .20-gauge ltot«un. 
One .45 pringfieM rifle. 
Three ammunition ltt"lt with 

750 rounds oI maC'hine gun am
munition. 

One empty machine gun belt. 
Two nightstieks. 
One pound of St"mi- mokele 

powder. 
One sword. 
3,500 rounds of 30.06 caliht-r 

ammunition. 
500 round of .22 ealiber am-

munition. 
T'°o ho •• of fd' quib . 
Pip , ulphur, tin tuhina-, fu , 

etc. for manufacture of bomb . 
One I-pound an eontaining 4 

d tonator and e f"ral cordite 
pewder prim r . 

2½ feet 0£ dynamite fu e. 
I hroken hox of .32 e.,Jiher am

munition. 
1 box of mi <·eUant"ou annnuni-

tion. 

My Position Towards Organizations 
From OCIAL JUSTICE, Augu~t 14 1939 

PERMIT ME to clarify my po ition in connection with the broadca t of 
Sunday, July 30th, relative to th Chri tian F1ont. 

Fir t and foremo t, let all tho e who are intere ed in either organizing 
the Christian Front or joining it understand that I am neither the organizer 
nor the spon or of the Chri tian F1ont: and moreo\·e1'. that it i not b coming 
for me to identify my elf with thi. organiza ion or any o her organization. 

From time to time, fine zealou per on ha ·e pproached me to as ociate 
myself with various organization . To prot ct any ::: fulne s that I 1nay have 
a a public sp aker, I r olved, following h e.·perience of the ational 
Union in 1936, to hold ab olutelv aloof from all organization . I mu. t not 
depart from thi policy even in the ca e of the Ch. i:, 1an Front. 

However, if Chri tians a individuals or as gro pc:: de ire to establish a 
Chri tian Front with the objective in mind o inco pora ina the pint and 
the doctrine of Christianity into our social hf , that i commendable. ever
theles , a a clergyman, I do not find it con.pa ible to identify myself with 
any movement in any way what. 0 ver. J pref r to remain entirely out ·ide all 
organization . 

As a clergyman, I do not find it irregular o suppor labor unions in gen
eral even though labor unions in ~ome in.;; ance , have been re pon ,ible 
through some of their m mber and leaders or seizure of property and con
tempt of law. How ver. I do not belong to any o h m: I do not attempt, except 
as an out ider, to u tain or direct them. 

Thu . as I support labor unions, so ca 1 :upport a Chri ian Front 
who adverti. ed principle. and who.e olfic r • p!o o e to def nd Chri~tianity 
again t the unju t aggre ions of anti-Chri tian fon: ~, e\·en though .ome 
m mber of the Chri ian Front will be de. erving, b. • rea ~on of their ill
ad \•i ed a tions. of ju t cri i i m. * * 

Therefore, wh1l I encourage you to carry on in he spirit of Chri t and 
in the ~·piri of ~ merica, I am ure that I can be of nor' service to th cau •• 
by r fraining fron participating in it ithc • a::: an acli\' n emb r. an acti\·e 
officer, or an active organizer, and by continuincr to be a \'oice that i • friendly 
to your c u:e on o \·ery other good cam, withou t particip[ ting in their 
activitie~. 

Wh:it I h, \'e .ai 
. g 1.ine. 

relative to my elf al:o hold- good for . J -TicE 
CH\. . 1· >'ULL • 

.. 

Cache of Arin in Spo1·t 
Club Seized in Raid· 
18 Men1ber Held 

(Special to OCIAL JU TICE) 

NEW YORK . . Y.-F.B.I. Chief
tain J. Edgar Hoover spoke the tru
e t word of his life \ ·hen he described 
a "fan astic·• the alleged pl t again t 
the United State Go\·ernment sup
posedly cooked up by the "Christian 
Front' under the direction of John 
F. Cassidy. 

After swooping down on th 
" ports Club''-on organization pur
portedly temming from the Chris
tian Front-Hoover·s G-Men, operat
ing under the per onal direction of 
"retiring'' A torn y General Frank 
Murphy, seized 11 Irishmen, 7 other 
individuals, 18 rifle __ 10 or 15 soup 
can bombs, bullet~, explosive fu e 
and chemical . 

On the basis o this seizure th 
nation is inform d he e men "plott d 
the assas i nation of 12 Congress en, 
national revolution, oYerthrow of th 
United State Government, and th 
establishment of a dictator hip." 

Truly, this i '•fantastic." 

Christian Front 
Reaction to Red 

There can be no de!en e of sedition. 
If the individual involved can b 
hown to be guilty of sedition ; guilty 

of plotting a revolution or of plot
ting the de truction of a single lif 
they hould me t wi h proper pun
ishment. With that everyone is in 
ac(:ord. 

Howcv r. th Chri.: ian Front 
not the •• por Club"-came into 
being as an acti\· protest against th 
activitie of Communist , Reds. Pink
o and a _orted Lef L radicals in 
.1. ew York and el e,11.·here. The only 
reason for the bir,h of the Chri -
tion Front wa the threat to domestic 
tranquility kep alive by trident 
Communi ts. Th on , reason for it~ 
continuance wa. the threat to life, 
liberty and h pur~ ui of happin s 
mad patent in v r poli ical activ
ity of. w Yo1 k'- Communi-t hown 
to b direc d from . foscow. 

Attorney G neral Aurphy, in the 
dying days of hi admini trati n. 
promised thi~ ''im·e~tigation.' Hav
ing proceed d a<rr i. . Earl Browd r 
Robert Wien r. rnd o her Commu
ni t of pa~ ~port fraud, 
perhap he b licv d tha. a "Chri -
tian Front e.·po& ·, would temper th 
wra h of roup.- arou-=ed by h 
Browd r pros u io . 

If Attornic\· General . urphy. asso
ciate Ju. tice-d sian~te of the Su
pr me ourt of th Uni ed tate , 
ha · done the • . n·1ce by sav
ing it frorn d ·•ruct io a the hand 
of 11 Iri.-h-. 1 tic;_ Il". _e\' n oth r 
men. and 18 rift •. 15 bon bs and 
sword. then 11laf th .igh of al ry 
form a halo aho • i reddi ·h hr wn 
head. 

Father Coughlin· 
Invitation R,• ... nt cl 

d, th· __ eiz re and in
ve tiga ion :. nothi. g but anoth r 
m ar dir c d an-a·n~· an active an i

Cornmuni..: gro 1p in the name f 
An cricani. m. ti.en ·he memory f 
thi hy: eria ma.· haunt the form r 
Attorne:v General in the day o( hi 
gr at t achic\' n en -h· ri.e to th 
. upren e B •11<.:h of jt ~tice in th 
Uni ed tate .. 

:More than a year ago, on .. ov m
b r '.!O, 1938, Fa he Couahlin call ~d 

Continu d n Page 1 ) 



FRO~I THE TOWER 

Radio address delivered unday, January 14, 1940, by Rev, 

Cha . E. Coughlin, ( All Right for Reproduction Re erved). 

LADIES A D GENTLEMEN: 
Be of good heart: One of the most 

important moral developments of the 
pa t few years is associated with the 
de ire and determination on the part 
of employers to solve scientifically 
the riddl of mass production unem
ployment - the riddle which has 
baffled armchair sociologists. 

Last week I received a thought
provoking letter on this subject from 
a coal and mining executive who em
ploys 6,000 m n. I shall read his let
ter and attempt to answer the ques
tions he proposed to me for the con
sideration of this interested and in
telligent audience. The letter reads as 
follows: 

"The program committee of the X 
Club has assigned me the subject of 
'Can Man Catch Up with the Machine?• 
and I would appreciate very much your 
personal opinion on this subject-it is 
very important. 

"We mine bituminous coal and employ 
6,000 men. When we are fully mechan
ized we will have laid off about 1,000 
men. I realize that the general thought 
is that these men will be employed in 
the manufacturing of these machines. 
But, to start with, this type of labor 
and the age of these men will make it 
practically impossible for them to even 
do this type of work, and besides the 
automobile and steel plants and machine 
shops are reducing their personnel and 
have the same problem. Industry is us
ing the best talent and research for im
proving it machinery so as to lower 
their costs and in many in~t.mces to just 
maintain their pr sent bu ine s. Of 
course, no corporation can afford to 
maintain the e extra men, and if indus
try doesn•t take care of them the gov-
rnment must-and in the end the in

du try must pay for this in the way of 
taxes. 

"These men cannot go 'Out West' be
cau e there is no 'West• any more. There 
is plenty of land on which they could 
raise everything they need for them
s Jves and their families but a brick
layer today earns more in an hour than 
a farmer does in 12 hours. 

"It is estimated that there are 9,000,-
00 people un mploy d right now. Pos-
ibly 3,000,000 of them are not phy ical

ly or mentally able to go into industry. 
It i very difficult to give any specific 
plan as to how we are going to keep 
lubor employed while we modernize our 
plants. Man created the machine to be 
hi ervant, but sometimes I feel that 
th man b comes the ervant of the ma-
hine. I know many people say that we 

will discover new industries. For in
st nee, what will they be? Should in
du~try give more attention to the men 
r placed by machinery, or should that 
be government's responsibility? Please 
let me know your opinion on this vital 
subject." 

Olcl Tin1e Trade 

Routed by lachine 

My friend , this is a mo t in elli
gent analysis of one of the greatest 
problems facing our civilization. In 
a certain sense, it is not a series of 
que tions that my correspondent ad
dressed to me. It is, I rep at, a com
plete presentation in itself of the 
problem. The basic question is: "Can 
man catch up with the machine?" 

I shall try to an wer it plainly and 
factually. 

Since the year 1760-an arbitrary 
date u ed as a p g upon which to 
bang the Industrial Revolution -

since the year 1760 one of the cruel· 
est recurrent foe ors m our social 
life has been the dismi ,sal of indivi· 
duals from their traditional employ• 
ments because of technological de· 
velopment. Most per ons in this au• 
dience will recall the one-time ap• 
pearance on the porches or window 
jambs of our boyhood communities 
such signs as, '"Dre,smaker," "Seam· 
stress." 'Hemstitching." Tho e signs 
are seen no longer. Many of these 
old time dome tic trades have dis
appeared before the almost universal 
new West though not geographical, 
adoption of the elect ic sewing ma· 
chine and of the a1lor-made, or 
ready-made, clothing. 

Gone are most of the pinners, the 
weavers, the fullers and the dyers 
who, one by one, decades ago, were 
thrown out of employment by the 
growth of the mechanical textile in
dustry, never to be re-occupied. By 
the same token, most stagecoach driv
ers did not become locomotive engi
neers, most mules ers on the Erie 
Canal did not become locomotive 
firemen; most teamsters did not find 
employment as truck drivers, nor did 
the horse-shoers become managers of 
super-service gas stations. 

The tragedy in hundreds of thou
sands of instances has been that this 
type of labor, due to technological . 
d , lo m t did n 
dually by such dcv 1opment. 

Our Own Home 

Better Than Dael's 

More important than mere popula
tion, is the increased demand the 
higher standard of living demanded 
by each succeeding g neration over 
that of the preceding. The increase of 
population by 12-million odd a year 
I consider as a secondary factor when 
compared to the increasing family 
demands of the modern era. It needs 
no profound economi t, no ab truse 
logician to support this thesis. In your 
own homes you become profound 
economists as you pause to take in
ventory of the very house and its 
contents and compare them to your 
father's home. 

In place of the base-burner there 
is, perhaps, the central heating plant 
In place of mere thickness of wall, 
there is modern insulation. In place 
of wood or coal there is, perhaps, 
the oil burner. In place of the hand 
hovel there may be the automatic 

stoker. The modern home with its 
air conditioning, pr pared roofing, 
floor coverings, incand scent lamps, 
telephone, radio, running water, bath 
facilities, laundry, wa hing machine. 
package suds and flakes, vacuum 
cleaner, modern refrig ration, ga. or 
electric stove and hou ehold utilities, 
is proof po ili e of new markets se· 
cured through inventive genius. When 
we pause to count such blessings, it is 
evident that the dismissed, through 
technical development, are consist· 
ently replac d in the labor market 
through men and women employed 
lo manufacture these new u es and 
new inventions. 

The motor car brought in its wake 

the multiplications of hotels, restau
rants, roadhouses, cabins, tourist 
camps and barbecues, while in the 
crowded city the cafeterias, the auto
mat and the dairy lunch marked a 
new day for profitable labor. 

Almost countlc sly the li t of new 
occupations grows through new de
vices, new things such, for xample, 
as the cigarette, the expanding fur 
market, silk hosiery, the confection
ery which were not common one 
hundred years ago .... 

We Have a ew 

Frontier Opportunity 

While it is true that, through the 
development of labor-saving ma
chines, men are theoretically dis
missed from labor, yet in lowering 
the price, in broadening the market 
and in passing on profits to consum
ers, more men are required to make 
a million cars than were needed to 
make a hundred thousand. 

The new frontier of industry, the 
is nevertheless, real. Now that the 
human race has settled down, it is 
our everlasting task to rebuild a 
civilization which meets the modern 
demand for new standards of living 
and new things. 

For example, we should re-house 
Am rica. In stating this I am not 
merely referring to the frightful ob
sol c nee which has occurred since 
the collapse of h building industry 
in 1926; I am not considering that we 
are 14 years behind our normal 
building program. I am thinking of 
a reg ar d, a revitalized, modernized 
America which can decently shelter 
its people in and about our great 
industrial centers. Let us abandon 
the slum houses, the ill-ventilated, 
crowded, filthy, unsanitary dwellings 
which are out of keeping with the 
character, the worth, the dignity as 
well as the economic value of the 
human beings destined to dwell in 
this nation. There, my e te med sir, 
is the nucleus of a program of na
tional defen e worthy of our con
sideration. 

I am inclined to remark that 1t is 
one of the most ridiculous thing in 
the world to see America on wheels 
transported easily at 60 miles an hour 
in closed car , v.·ith windows of glass, 
with heaters, with air conditioning. 
co ting as little as $600, and then not 
to be able to produce a clean, effi
cient, sanitary, beautiful home on a 
half-acre lot for $3,000. 

Ian ln1prove1ne11t 

eecl to he Done 

There is a new frontier in Amer
ica. It is in ew York, Chicago, Phila
delphia, in every large city. More
over, the new frontier of America is 
repre ented by farm electricity, farm 
power and ligh ing, highway light
ing, the abolition of thousands of 
grade crossings the development of 
electric power for our natural re-
ources, the torage facilities essen

tial to accommodate our great min
eral and agricultural raw materials 
produced in periods of abundance. 

The buying power of the people. 
when expanded automatically ex
pands new inventions, new uses, new 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

production. And by the same token 
the steady or unexpanded buying 
power of the people may retard tech
nological development and keep pro
duction and progress at a standstill. 
It is regr ttable that when a depres
sion sets in upon a nation, many keen 
manufacurers struggle with declining 
markets to preserve the essential 
profit of the capitalistic system. It is 
regrettable that many turn avidly to 
labor-saving devices in order to dis
miss labor and save all possible bur
den of wages. That un ound course, 
I pray, has b en run; that policy of 
greed-or, b tter still-of fear, has 
pa ·ed. Today we are beginning to 
entertain a new thought relative to 
the depression. Po sibly this chronic 
d pre sion will be a benediction in 
disguise. It may arouse us to think 
more clearly, to seek more diligent
ly for a greater ''West' which the veil 
of greed, of self-complacency, hid 
from our eyes. 

At the start of this an wer to your 
letter I referred to the year 1760 
as the accepted time of the Industrial 
R volution. From that day on until 
1920, the God-given intellig nee of 
man produc d a succession of major 
inventions which revolutionized the 
industrial world. From the spinning
jenny and the power-loom down to 
the contribution of the radio and tele
vision, there was one continuous 
series of revolutionary inventions that 
rebuilt industry as industry absorbed 
the youth and employed millions 
upon millions of our increasing popu
lation. 

We Have Run 

Away From Prohle1n 

The analysis of what really hap
pened is beside the point at present. 
All that we are concerned with is 
that we ran away from a probl m 
and did not face it. All that we are 
cone rned with at the moment is that 
we let the machine en lav the man. 
Industry, government, sci nee-and 
America-chose to follow a new pa
tron saint-none other than Rip Van 
Winkle. We lept and dream d of dis
aster! 

My friend, let's awake! Rub the 
mi t of the Catskills from our eyes! 
Vi w the magic We t unfolded before 
u . Recognize that God gave us in
ventions to be u ed to h Ip mitigate 
the primeval cur e of thorns and 
thi tles-the same God who gave us 
populations to be fed, clothed and 
sheltered according to our modern 
standard. 

Go West, young man, go W t! It 
takes courage to say far well to the 
ob oletc Ea t. But, nothing v ntured, 
nothing gained. 

The machine ha olved the prob
I m of production-and no one ques
tion that. Our probl m is one of dis
tribution and consumption. 

How can the general public pur
cha e the products of our factories , 
fl Id and mines unle s they have that 
eemingly my teriou thing called 

money? 

Let's cashier the ob olete m thod of 
debt d1 tribution. Let's ceas ponder
ing upon charts which tell u how 
bu iness is and begin as real 1 aders 
should begin by planning how busi
ness hould b and can be. 

The past twenty years have proven 
that the machine will d vour the man 
if we p r ist in paying our working 
men a less than living wage; if we 
p rsi t in piling up debts instead of 
r al wealth; and if we fail in di cov
ering a solution for the problem of 
distribution. 




