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The ancients who wished to illustra te illustrious virtue 
t hr oughout the empire , first ordered well their mm States . Wishing 
to order well their States , they first regula ted t hei r families . Wishing 
to regula te t heir families , they first cul tivated t hei r persons . Vishi ng 
to cultiva te t heir persons , they first r ecti ie eir hearts . ishi ng 
to rect i fy t heir hearts , they first sought to be sincere in their t houghts . 
Wishing to be sincere in their thoughts , they first extended to the 
utmost t heir knowledge . Such extension of knowledge l ay in the inves tiga t i on 
of t hings . (221) 

Things being investigated , ~nowledge became complete . Their knowledge 
bein complete , their t h oughts were sincere . Their t ho ghts being 
s i ncere , their hearts where t hen rect • fied . Their her~rts being recti fied , 
t ~eir pe sons w~re cul tiv~ted . Their pe rsons being cultiva ted , their 
families were r egula ted . Their families being regulated , their Str• tes 
were rightly governed . Their Sta tes bei ng r ightly governed , the ,•h ole 
empire was made tranquil and happy . (225) 



Tsze-loo then said, "I should like sir to hear your ishes n 

The Master said, "Tbey are, in regard to the a~ed to give them rest• 
in regard to friends, to sho them s·ncerity; in ;eg d to the young' 
to treat them tenderly." (46) ' 
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The aster said, "The silent treasuring up of knowledge, le rning without satiety; and instructing others without being earied: - hat one of these thi s belo s to me?" (59) 

eager t~o:.-b~e~:a.---....,_--.:;~ explain him 
any one, and 
my le son." 

do not open up the truth to one who is not help out y one who i not anxious to ve presente one corner ofi a subject it learn th other three, I do not r eat 

The liaster said, "The Scholar who cherishes the love of com ort, is not fit to be deemed a scholar." (140) 

The aster said, "In ancient times, men learned with a view to their o n improvement. Now-a-days, men le·trn dth a view to the aapprobati n of others." (149) 
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"When a ~ountry is well governed , poverty and a mean con~ihtion 
.., t • ill governed ric es things to be ashamed of. hen a coun cy is , 

honour are t ·ng to be ashamed of." (76) 

4. 
r 

Tsze-kung asked about government. The Master 
of overnment a~e that there be sufficiency of foo~, 
equipment,- and the confidence of the people in their 

said, "T~h!:!:e~r~e~::::a.--..
suf ficiency of military 
ruler." ( 118) 

k • d "If it cannot be helped, and one of these must be Tsze- ung sai , f. t?n "Th 
• d ·th which of the three should be foregone irs • e dispense vn , ( ) 

military equipment," said the Master. 118 

Tsze-kung aga:in asked, "If it carnet be helped, nd onefof the ?n 
d ·th hi h of them should be oregone. 

Tremaining two mustdbe"dpisien~:h ;~e food. c From of old, death has been the 
he Master answere , ar . . h · 1 there 

lot of all men; but if the people have no faith int eir ru er, 
is no s tanding for the stat~" (118) 

"Yew Jo answered, "If the ople have plent, their prince will not 
be left to want alone. If the people are in ant, their prince cannot 
en.joy plenty alone." (119) 

KeK
1
ang distressed about the number of thieves in the stat, 

in-, uired of Confucius about how to do awa with them. Confucius said, 
"If you, sir, were not covetous, although JOU should re rd them to do it, 
they would not steal." (122) 

Ke K
1
ang asked Confucius about government, saying, "What do you 

say to killing the unprincipled for the good of the principled?" 
Confucius replied, "Sir, in carrying on your government why should you use 
killing at all? Let your evinced desires be for what is good , and the people, 
will be good. The relation bet een superiors and inferior, is like that 
between the wind and the grass. The grass must bend, when the wind blows 
across it." (125) 

The Master said, "If good men were to govern a country l!!_ 
successiop for a hundred ye rs, they would be e-u,le to transform the 
v1olently bad, and dispense with capital punishments." True indeed 
is this sayingt" (151) 
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The Master said, "With coarse rice to eat, with water to drink, 
and my bended arm for a pillo; - I have still joy in the midst of 
these things. Riches and honours acquired by unrighteou ne~ are to 
me as a floating cloud." (64) 

The ~aster said, "\hat t1e s perior an seeks, is in h·mself . V/hat the mean an seeks, is in others." (164) 

The l e were four things from which the 
He ~d no foregone conclusions, no arbitrary 
obstinacy, and no egoism. (81) 

aster was entirel free. 
predeterminations, no 

The ter was mild , and et dignified; majestic , and yet not fierce; respectful, and yet eas. (71) 

H_ .. _~ ___ -tnn __ r_~ 

The ~aster angled, - but did not use a net. He shot, - but not at bird perching." (67) 

The Master said, "I will not be afflicted at men's not 
knowing me; I will be afflicted th t I do not kno, men." (9) 

6. 
Tsze-kung s id, " t do ou me· n by thus :ying - t t no one 

Anows you?" The • st r replied, "I do not murmur ainst He ven. I do not 
gr ble gainst en. y studies lie lo, nd my penetr tion ri es high. But there is H~aven; - that nows met" (15) 




