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A THIRD TERLt FOR P ESIDENT R OSEVELT? 

By 
Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda orning , ~rch 51, 1°40 



This, my good friends , is election ye r. e ere a. ) roaching t e time 

,hen arty conventions will nomlnQte their c ndidates. Politics are ~rming 

up. The Americr n , eople love t e game of olitics. The ~relimi ries are even 

no: on. Public opinion is being molded as to part}· pre erence , c~ to cLndi a tes. 

Presidential possibilities are allowing t e ublic to look them over, as it ere. 

The publicity departments of rties and candidates are hi ting into high ge~r . 

Soon we shall find 0urselves in the very midst of a full-throated noisy , er'a s 

acrimonious and bitterly contested Americ::i.n election, i.1hen one )ort will view 

::th alarm, , nd amther will poin· with ride, and 111-ien each vill call h aven 

and cart to ·fitness that doom nd disaster a mi ting the countriJ if the other 

arty vins . The air from no~· on 'v"ill be filled 'I ·i th c • rges an:l counter-Che rges. 

,1en 1dll be prased be ond t eir measure , nd condemned beyond t '1eir measure . 

And across t eir . oli tical fences , American citizens will pelt each other with 

slogans , catch-1·~ords and will call each other names. 

And when it is all over, on the day after election, life will go on as 

it did before . Regardless of who is elected, what Jart y wins, there will be 

no earth- uake; there will be no upheaval. Americ will remain intact and 

American roblems vdll remain intact. After being con i erably mu~sed a:rrl 

ruffled during six months of electioneering, the average merican will 

straighten hi~ necktie and smilingly settle do ,rn to the business of living 

Perhaps against the background of the war ove seas , and the serious 

problems at home , the election this year ,ill take on a sharer note and the 

mutual ummelling may be more .evere . It may bet . t t e @oves ill have some 

horse shoes in them. Occasionally, he e and there a man will hit belo 1 the belt . 

But the results, one ay or another , rill not be c~tastrophic. Neither 

nati nal politic· party i off ring or intends to offer any revolutio r- rogram 

of economic reconst ction. At most the issues ~ill concern themselves ith 
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questions of degree , of tempo, of method and ~e sonalities. 

At this ' ,. age of the oli tical game, the supreme interest of the American 

people seems to center in the as yet unsolved riddle of whether Ar . Roosevelt 

will ~tand for re-election. He himself has not declared himself on this score . 

He has declared himself on other scores , but on this score, not yet . It is 

seemingly conceded that if he wishes the nomination, he can get it. Arrl if 

he gets it - and the ·'e is a strong possibility th:lt he might be re-elacted. 

His ersonal oref ~rence is unknown. But some of his close friends and c ssoci:. tes 

have ublic and strongly urged a third term u on the President. They maintain 

that Roosevelt is t he only one who is able to carry on successfully his social 

program, tha t only he ls able to embody his social philosophy in anditional 

remedial legisl tion. They maintain th~t no one possesses his rich ex_erience, 

his political s ::i gacity, and no one c n carry the people a long with him quite as 

much as he can. And in these critical times, t ir urge, an ex erienced ~nd 

courageous leader still in the prime of his strength, s ould not be ermitted 

to relinquish his high and resJonsible office to some untried and inex~erienced 

successor. They further remind the )eo, le that t here is no restriction in the 

Constitution of the United tates concerning re-elec.i ion. lhy , then, ~)ermit a 

tradition to deprive the merican people at this critical juncture, of the 

services and of the valuable ex erience of the great chief exec tive. 

Thvse friends of the President are also afraid that if he is not 

re-elected, and if a candidate within his~· rty, or a candidate of the 

opposing .,?arty i elected lho is not in sympathy with his social pro ram, that 

an effort will be made to undo all that was done in the last seven years and 

that a reaction ill set in, t tan attempt will be made to go back to the 

era known as the Harding-Coolidge-Hoover era in America. 

There are m riads of job holders in this country tho believe that 
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Mr . Roosevelt and; r . Roosevelt alone c n insure a victory for their pa.rt r and 

t ereby protect their jobs . They vant their party to ~1n, and he e i a man 

who has a lways been even stronger than his rty, ·mo can keep his . r ty in 

office - and incidentally, themselves . In othe words , without hoor evelt 

they are afraid t hey will l ose t eir jobs . 

On the other hand , t ere are others who r egard a t hird term or Mr . 

Roosevelt as a national disas ter , lar gely because they regard Ar. Roosevelt 

as a na tional disaster . If only Roosevelt could be removed rom office , why 

the salvation of this country would be aut omatic and instantRneous . It is 

"Roosevelt and Ruin". Roosevelt is a Red . He ha s been papering the r adi cals . 

He i s an enemy of business . He is an irres. onsible spend~ ri t . He has 

t urned over t he governm3nt to a group of scatter-b ained visionary brain-tru ters . 

He hasa dictatorship complex. He is a war-monge er . These are among the kin est 

things said about him . Some oft e other things said a re quite 

op~osition to the third term is 1 rgely an op)osition to 
h who 

There · /do not f avor a t . ird term 

not beca se they a re because t ey 

unmentiona _e •/ 

.lr . Roo evel ~ 

fl oosevelt , ,... 
e his fri ends -

the f r iends of t he t hings he s tands for . These peo le greatly admire h im . They 

fully a preciate t e monument~l services mich he h·s rendered t hi country 

the e l a st seven years . ( 'Ibey are not neces s arily bli ;,artisans . They 

gr ea -:. 1y dmi e him . They f ly realize tha t some of his measures were unwise 

and ill- considered . But t hey never que, tion , 0-,;;;y do not - .ues tion his 

tr e American and h anitarian motives , his honest grasp of r ealities , and his 

courage to face these realities . They remember , a nd t ey refuse to forget that 

r . oosevelt , in 1955, took over a ankrupt n"tion which h d gone through the 

disaster of t welvet yeas of boom and depre sion . He came in ead of a 

industry 
people in panic , a people hoseJ t had been stalled, \·hose f rms ere 1 nguishing 
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a peo· le prostrate not only mtterially, but even more so spiritually. AREiFy 

remember tat Mr. Roosevelt~ succee~ in restoring~idence and hope. He 
r ,-. 

set about rebuilding hat had been shaken and destroyed. He set ab ut caring 

for t he millions of impoverished and unemployed ¼h o were victims of a t welve

year financial jo;y -ride under Republican sponsorship. They remember tha t he 

tried to rally the nation around a thorough-going program of planned economic and 

social reconstruction, of a long-range program to meet the evils of the so-called 

economic cycle. 

He sought to give greater purchasing power to the ~eople - to the worker, 

to t he farmer, not only so as to raise t .1eir standard of living, but also in an 

effort to circumvent the evil of periodic over- roduction in this country which 

menaced our industrial stability. They remember that to this day, , ~. Roosevelt 

has not permitted the unemployed to starve, and h·s ept millions of our people 

from thoughts and acts of des eration. They bear in mind i,i th gr ati tude the f·1ct 

tha t he established measures, :tJ,oro:1,1:gh going mea:sn:re~ of social security, ...w.i,,,,i,4iioi+-

told security for the 

aged/ for the unemployed. 

They remember that Mr. Roosevelt endeavored to establish l aws which would 

protect labor against exploita tion, and to build up machinery for the amicable 

adjustment of employer and employee diffiettrt relationships. 

They remember that he was res onsible for the enactment of laws to curb 

the evils of gambling on the stock exch&nge and the exploita tion of the investing 

public. ~ ~l these measures he attempted to achieve ·:!i thin the r amework of 

the system of priv~te enter.rise, 

And t~rough t e enactment of t hese me· sures, he succeeded 
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They re not blind. rtisans, thes e fr:ends. Ther re lize t~ -t he did 

not succeed in solvin0 all these roblems an that rome of them h ve not yet 

bPen solved even in art, and sone will not be solved in a ~ec~de or to, or 

in a generation. EverY1 where in the world tod y, an one ·,ho has e res can see 

the old forms bre-king up, l'.nd new forms coming into being. 

11e a re a C"ing through a _:)eriod of c:.-o ci.al , economic u.nd '10litic 1 

re-udjustment. It ill take decades, even gener tions until our orm achieves 

a certain stability. 

During his years of administration, these friends remember, and the 

w ole Americ eo.le should remember - members of hi rty and t ose outside -

that substantial progress was reached, and regardleC"s of who i to be -Ll-ie next 

President of the United 0 tates, or hat IBrty is in pover, thnt his . ro ress must 

be continued if chaos is to be averted. 

o serious . erson entertains any thoucht of ·•ny poss ~b • 1i ty of an 

idyllic rest~ration in t his country oft e so-called good old days~ hich never 

r eally existed-, and t h& t so-called rugged ind ~vidualism which as but another name 

for ruthle s exploit~tion. No one entertains any thou&ht t~t in the da s to come 

big business or little businer s will be totally free from all f overnnental 

regulation and control, or that l abor, unorganized, will again be left to the 

mercy oft e so-ca led las of su.ply and de and. 1o one, I am eure, unles s 

he is a day-de· er, thinks that governm~nt in the days to come vill be run 

exclusively for the . rofit of the members of the Union Club. The basic problems 

v-hich clamor insistently for solution ill confront any ne· administration 

and any new personality; and will have to be faced - the 9roblem of the em_loyed 

and of relief; the grievances of the underprivileged; the aged who are unemployed; 

the sharecro per, the children ho live in areus here the Grapes o rath ~re 

stored; the slums , the Dust Bowls, the exploitation of the negro of the South, 

and to some extent also in the north, t e roblem of over-production and un er-
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consumLtion - those roblems will exist in this country in 1941-42, and no mere 

negation of the New Deal nor any contemptuous allusion to the New Deal is adequate 

to meet the situation. If there is to be a new Jarty, that party will have to 

indicate how it proposes to meet these )roblems. It is well to talk about balancing 

the budget. Just how do they intend to balance t e budget, and c. t ·.hoc-e ex ense? 

It is ell to talk about reducing taxes, but whose taxes are to be reduced? How 

shall the revenue of government be met? It i - ell total{ about greater economy, 

by cu ting and slashing ex~enses, but at ho2e ex_Jense are the cuts and slhshes 

to be made? At the ex. ense of the mi lions who today are on relief? , · .t is 
hour 

to be substituted for the Vi age and/law, if that ~s an undesirable law? hat is 

to be substituted for the ecuri ties Act? /ht, is to be substituted for t he • A? 

And 1hat substitute is proposed for federal relief? 

These concrete definite problems hich concern the life of men, women 

and children are specific , concrete; hence they ,ust be faced regardless of who 

is the candidate, and regardless of what party as ires t o office. 

In my judgment, Mr . Roosevelt's successor, be he Republican or Demociat , 

if he is wise, will face these problems realistically and honestly. And in 

my humble judgment , his successor will in the main, be compelled to do so and 

will be compelled to follow the same line that Mr . Roosevelt follo ed. He, too, 

will have to think in terms of masses and not of classes. He, too, will have 

t o think in terms of relief and reconstruction, from the bottom up, and not 

from the top down, in terms of laborer, f a rmer, the young boy seekinD a job, and 

not in in terms of the cor oration and the banker. 

The friends of the Pres'dent also remember in grctitude that Jr . Roo evelt's 

administration was distinguished by his Cabinet whose Jersonal honesty and devotion 

to ofrice y,·as at all times unim. eachable - such men as Hull, l allace, Ickes, 

Hopkins, .?er1
~ · ns, agmthu, Jackson, Farley, and all the others right down the line, 
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who worked with him during these last seven years as President of the United States. 

~ Mr. Roosevelt's friends a:::1:se remember his c urageous leadershi in the 

field of Foreign Relations. He threw the weight of his gre&t office on the side 

/ 

the Le.ft, whether it 111s itself Nazi, Communist, or Fascist .. Mr . Roosevelt has 
/ 

championed within of his office, and the s,tatus of a neutrality 

power , the rights of for egn nations and has given them all possible moral support . 

Had his vision been followe 

he summoned them, and all 

would be no war in Europe 

ope, by England and France , vhen 
to 

. eople of th earth/quarantine the aggressors , there 

Even ~nd and France, the two great remai ning 
/ 

/ 

democracies in the Old lorld la ked, vision and understanding, and when Mr. Roosevelt 

was talking in 

in terms of appeasement . 

opposition to the dictatorships, they talked 

velt has consistently tried to uphold the 

hands of free natio 

/ 
which find th nselves, beca use of the blindness of t heir 

leadership, esperate war . He onsible for the repeal of the Embargo. 

He has worked and is still but for a just peace . 

for hment under 

And e, [r. Roosevelt has b n working for. 

his maintain, is to the basic .;1.meric tradi tion, and his 

the allies , he voices e overwhelming sentiment of the 

merica --
yet , because of t.ee f:'dJn r a t 

him not to stand for re-election. The Third term, my friends, is not a law, but 

a tradi tion, a tradltion Nhich reflects the political vieVis of the Am~rican 



-8-

eo le, a custom even more powerful than a law. It is a c tom hich has not been 

violated in one hundred fifty years , and during thec'e one hundred fifty .•ears 

there have been critic·l times, some of them more c~itical than the present . 

Jefferson, perhaps 

.1::t::r1;t.~ and t ey ref 

mind ofr!;h Revol tion, !hen bein{ urged 

to .tand for a third term decla red: 

11 T t I sho d le y dov:n my c arge at a 1rope period iF as much a duty 

as to have borne it f:, i thfully. If s me t ermination to the services of the chief 

magistrate be not fixed b, 1 the Consti 

nominally four years , will in f ·Act 

th~t degenerates into inheritance. 

~ied b~ Jractice, his office, 

life, and hi story sh~ s ho e sily 

t • t 1 rep e ent[J tive ove ment , 

res )onsible at short periods of election is th·1t which )roduces the greatest 

impair ~hat . rinci le, and I should ingly be the erson iho , disre arding 

the sound precedent eet by an illustrious redecessor, should furnish the first 

There was only one President int e history of the Unit ed t· tes ·ho rally 

wanted a third term, and thct was President But his own party rebelled 

against him and a resolution, the famous Spr nger resolution was introduced 

in the House of Reprecentatives ;hich declare: "Resolved , t ·tin the opinion 

of this House, the precedent established b., \!a hington and other presidents of the 

United t tes, '.n retiring f r m the presidentia office fter their cecond term, 

has become, b universal concurrence , a ·rt of 

and thr,t n de rture from this time-honred 

and fraught ,·th eril to our free in titutions." 

254 to 18, ith 58 not voting. 

<.epublican s stem of government , 

·ouln be un · ise, un triotic, 

House adopted this re lution 
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During the admini~tration of 

talk of a t hird term. The enate at 

Coolidge ther e w s considerable 

a r esolution similar 

to the old pringer resolution. The la 

pas ed the Senate as opposed to 

e w• c: identical. The resolution 

term. President Theodore Roosevelt 

reached after a third term, not tive term, but after a lapse of 

t elve years, and he did not get it. 

The tradi tion of rotation in office and restricted tenu.- e in office 

is a sound one, because the whole 

refut tion of the one man leader, 

miracle man in government. 

ilosophy of American democracy is the 

the indispen able 

philosophy of dictatorship - t • t 

the people cannot produce leadership in emergency, tha t vnl man has been singled 
the people, t hat 

out by destiny, that only one man is adequately equipped to lead/that/man does 

not even need a party - that s diet torship, the antithesis of democracy. 

The trength of democrac not ~i th in one man, but f aith in the people, 

in the peoples s stem of r pre entative government, in the people' basic 

constitution, in laws and free institutions, in the eople's 

wisdom. of our government, the founders vere suspicious 

of power too greatly c centrated, and for too long a period in t he hands of 

individuals. So theYJ establ ished a s stem of checks and balances - r ec:tri cted 

tenure in of fice 

the hands of one 

century and a 

- and thus kept from concentrating po-er in 

the ~merican people has come through a _____ ~"""' 

The ouestion ' ich now arises is do the s e 

times in v,hich we live requireri: a break in this precedent, and to tha t I, 

for one, answer, "Not" Particularly at th is time when "opul· r governments \ 
are receding a l i over the earth, where the trer d is definitely in t h direction 

of dictatorships nd greater concentration in the hands of the ind: vidual, is it 

desirable that the resident of the grea t e t free nation in the earth shall 
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shall reaffirm his faith in Democracy by relincui hing u third term, to 

indicate th,i t free government is no dependent on an one man, ho··ever good, 

noble and able he may be. To insi ton a re-election of Roosevelt thi year 
\ 

on the ground that he is the sole leader to which the merican people can turn, 

the sole individual among one hundred fifty million people ·ho can guide his 

people, is to acknowledge public and internationally the bankruptcy of 

democracy. And even if on the horizon there is no candidate tat ap_e rs 

to be as well qualified as Mr. Roosevelt, nevertheles it is prefer ble to 

elect one ho is seemingly les, qualified in the office. The high office will 

develop that man just as that high office actually did evelop Mr. Roosevelt. 
he is 

t e ought to be r in mind t ha t if/the only m nix strong enough to 

carr on, if he is the only man strong enough to carry on the reform program 

that is an indication tru.t American people clearly don't ,ant any more of it. 

And American Jeople living in democrac should have their wa. If it is 

true th t the tide ha turned, a it frequently dQeS turn, if it is true, 

and I am not at nll sure that it is true, the personalit of an individual 

should not be thrown athwart that. 

The true test of whether the American people still want the type 

of philosophy embodied by Mr. Roosevelt's laws enacted, lill come when the 

American eople will seek to a )~rove his program apart from the glamor of 

his personality, when hi part is led b · another. Great ex erience is very 

valuable in a man, in a president, and should be taken in account. But 

gre t experience is also valuable in a nation, an th t, to , , should be 

taken into account. 

Again, to renominate Roosevelt ould be to obscure the real i sue in the 

campaign, namely: "Jr. Roosevelt, the .ould-be dictator, and the Republican 

y will be relieved of the nece sit of presenting any program. It ill 

become a cam aign centered rourrl a~~ •hen it i c all over, nothing 



wi 1 have been decided. 

So, in my humble judgment, on January 20, 1941, vhen Fra kin Delano 

Roosevelt retires from the fuite House, and he will retire, if he doe, as the 

first and foremost priv~te citizen of the United tater , he rill rtill remain 

a great , inspiring liberal thinker, still a pm erful voice in the molding 

and deterrrcining of the American people, and the ver~ act of relincuiching 

office when it it within his grasp if he reaches out for it, will raise 

him in the esteem and admiration of the American people . Men ·ill r alize what 

his friend have -mo n all along, that his motives have al ays been of the 

hi best, patriotic and above p~rty. It is a mistake to a sume friends, that 

only men who occupy public office can lead the merican peo le d help 

to dete ine its po _icy. iany men who occupy no public office, b their 

confidence, by their v·sion and their coura e help to make the laws of 

this nation and help in a very r eal ay to govern this n·ttion. 

hat 1r . RJosevelt ·ill do, I tell ou heh snot confided in me. 

' hat he should do, I am now confiding in you. 
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This, my good friends, is election ·e, r. e ~re ap)roachin the time 

when artr conventions wi l l nom nate their candid tes. Politics are rming 

up. The AmP-ric 1 eople love the g me of olitics. The preliminaries re even 

now on. Public opinion is being molded as to i)Srt:· pre erence, to can ida.te. 

Pres_dential possibilities are allowing the public to look t hem over, sit ·ere. 

The publicity departments of parties and candidates are vhifting into high gear. 

Soon e shall find '>urselves in the very midst of c full-throated noisy, .er'e.ps 

acrimonious and bitterly contested Americ,m election, hen one part ill vie 

:th alarm, nd , .oother will poin ith ride, and en ~ach ill call heaven 

and earth to iitness that doom and disaster a aiting the cowitry if the othar 

party ins. The air from no on ill be filled • i th c rges am counter-Che rges. 

en 111 be p ased be . .rond t ir m asure, nd condemned beyond t eir easure. 

And across their ol: tic. tl fence~, me ican c ti ~ens Yd 11 pelt each oth ·11th 

slogans, c tch- ords and will call eacl, other n es. 

And when it is all over, on the day after el ction, life 111 go on as 

it did before. Re ' ardless of ho is elected, hat tarty wins, there ill be 

no arth uake; there ill be no uph aval. erica ill remain intact and 

AmerlclJl problems will remain int ct. After being considerably mussed am 

ruffied during six months of electioneering, the ·v rage American will 

straighten his necktie and smilingly ettle don to the busine s or living 

again. 

Perhaps against the background of t he ar ov eas, and the erious 

?roblems at home, the election this year will take on a harper note arrl the 

mutual pummelling may be more evere. It may be that the "vee will have some 

horse hoes in them. Occasionally, here and there a man will hit belo the elt. 

But the results, one ay or other, 11 not be c tastrophic. Neither 

national politic party i oft ring or int-nds to offer any revolutionary rogram 

of ecollOllic reconstruction. At most the issues will concern themselna 1th 
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questions or degree, of tempo, of method and )e son_ ities. 

At this •age of the political. game, the supreme inter t of the Ac 0 rican 

people seems to center in the as yet unsolved riddle of hether r. Roosevelt 

will .,tand for re-election. He himself h snot declared himself on thi._ score. 

He has tleclared himself on other scores, but on this score, not et. It is 

eemingly conceded that it he · shes the nomination, he can get it. Arxl it 

he gets it - and th., :·e is a s rong possi bill ty th:- t he might be re-el cted. 

His ?ersonal pref_rence is unknown. But some of his close friends d ssocir tes 

have _ ublic and strongly urged a t ird term upon the Pres ident. They ma· nt in 

t ~t Roosevelt i s the onl one ho is able to carry on successful ly hi s social 

proeram, tha t only he · s able to embody his social philosophy in a iditional 

remedial legisl• tion. They maint · n t.~, t no one poQseuses his r ch e·_ erience, 

hi olitic 1 ~ gacity, and no one ctn carry the Jeople along ith him quite as 

IIUCh she can. And in these critical times, t e · urge, an ex erienced ~nd 

courageous leader still in the prime of h:s stren th, hould not be rmi tted 

to relin ,uish his high nd res_Jonsible offic to some untried i nd ·nexpcrienced 

succe~eor . They further remind ths . eo l e th t ere i no restriction in the 

Constitution of the United tes concernin r -elec· ion. , , then, :,>ermit 

tradition to deprive the meric p ople at this critical jund.ire, of the 

services and of the valuable ex erience of ~~e g t ch·er e ·ec tive . 

Th se friends oft e Pres· ct ent a e also afraid th !:, t if he i not 

re-elected, and it a candidate ·thin his party, or a candidate of the 

opposing party is elected ho is not in sympathy ith his social pro ram, th t 

an effort 11 be made to l.Uldo all that as done in the last seven ye rs and 

that a reaction ill set in, t l tan attempt 11 be m e to gob ck to the 

era known a the Harding-Coolidge-Hoover era in rica . 

Th re are ayriads of job hol ers in this count ·ho believe that 
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• Roosevelt and r. Roosevelt alone c·,n insure a v:c ... or:· ~or their rty 

ereby rotect t ~ eir jobs. The · ant t:eir party to ·n, and he e .;c, a >;.an 

ho has l ays been e' en stronger t an hi p.~.rt:/, .t-io can k e;> hi eo t~ in 

office - d incidentally, tnem, elves. In othe.. or s, . thou Roo.)evelt 

tne are afraid t hey ill lose t1 .:r Jobs. 

On the other hand, th3 e : e others :ho regard t.1.ird term or r. 

Roosevelt as a nation l disac.ter, largel r because the,. reg[~rd r. Roosevelt 

8 national disaster. If o~l RoosevP,lt could be removed rom of ice, y 

the s·lv·tion of this count ould he auto~atic an instant·neous. It is 

•Roosevelt · n:i Ruin". Roosevelt :s a Red. He has b en .e per n the ad:cals. 

He is an eJIIAIUll' of b-.1sines • He is an irres~nsihle spendt' ri t. 11e .~a::; 

turned over t..~e government to a roup of scatter-b ined ·s:on ry b ain-trusters. 

He haL a die torship co plex. He i a ~ r ., ongerer. These are a::on.; t e . in~est 

t'11ngs said about h m. Some of t he uther thi <'! aid re quite Ullll n tiona ~e. 

Their op_osition to the third term is 1 rgel an o )osition to ~r. Roopevelt. 
who 

There is rtill another group/do not favor a th "rd term for Roosevt;;lt, 

not because t ey are the t"'oes of r. Roo ,evelt - because t e · e his ""r-ends -

the friends of the things he 'tands for. The ~e eople gr a.tl.,r c;..dmire im. They 

fully appreciate the monucientcl service~ ~ich he has rendered this country 

thee last seven e s. They are ot necess·rily bllrxi rtisans. They 

gre ,dmire him. They fully realize that some or hL - :.1ures ere un ,ise 

and ill-considered. But they never ue·tion, and t!'le · do not now question his 

true American and h ~anitarian motives, hi honest r sp or aliti , ar,d is 

cour·ge to facet ese realities. They remember, and tho re.fuse to orget th t 

r. osevelt, in 1955, took ove a ankrupt n· tion • ich d gone ro1gh ~"le 

disaster or t elves ea s or boom and epre sion. He came in t h ead of 
industry 

peopl• in panic, a people ·hose} 7 had bee tailed, ose f rms ere lan shing, 
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a peopl e prostr c..te not onl mr t erially, t even m re s o spiritually. And they 

remember ti':at Mr. Roosevelt did succeeci i.n r e s toring co:n.fidence a.11d hope. e 

set about rebuilding • hat had been sha ·~en • d def? troyed. He set o.b·)ut ci rlr.ig 

for t .. e millions or impoverished and unemplo ·e.d ·,•ho wnre victims or o. t .... el ve

year r1t:ancial j o:;, -ride under Republican sponsorship. They· remember t hat he 

tried to ra.lly then tion around a thorough- going _rogram of planned econo . ic and 

social reconstruction, of a long- range ;,rogr run to meet t he evils of the so-c lled 

economic cycle. 

He sought to g • ve gr~e ter purchasing pm.er to the ::,eople - to the ~ or ''er, 

to t :1e f armer, not only so as to r aise t 1
1e • r $t andard of living, but lso in an 

effort to circumvent t he evil of periodic over-9roduction in this country which 

menaced our industrial s t ability. They remember t hat t o t :iis ay , t :i:. Roosevelt 

has no permit ted t .1e unemployed to s tarve, and ha~ ~ept mi l : tons of' our people 

from thoughts and acts of' desper&tion. The r bear • n m .. ith gr a titude the r~ct 

t . a t he established measures, t horough-goin easur es of soci al securit y, • ldch 
th -: 

told them of/p..;omise of continued good for t he 1mer i can people, r.ecurity for the 

aged, for t he unemploJed. 

They rEmember . t 'ha t r. Roosevelt en,..eavor .d to e s tablish l · ,• which would 

;>rotect labo~ a gainst exploi t ~tion, r-tnd to build up machinery for the amicable 

adjustment of employer and employee difficult relation hips. 

They remember t."'1.at he 1 s res onsible for t he enactment of laws to curb 

the evils of gambling on the s tock exchr..nge and t he exploit:1tion or t.~e inve ting 

public. And all these measures he attempted to achieve ·.1i thin the r ame ork ot 

the system of priv· te enterprise, t hti.t system hich bro1 e down be-ore so disast r usly 

in so many othar countries. And t hrough t he nactment of t hes ol me sures, he succeeded 

in averting a violent politic 1 and ec nomic adventures in t his l and. 
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They re not blind rtisans, these fr : ends. T ey al ze t : · t he did 

not succeed in solvin , a l l t hes e ?roblems a1 t h Qo e o! tern h ve ~ t yet 

been solved even in _art, and so e 11 not be olved in a ec de or t ·o, or 

in a gen er ti on. ~ V OIJ; • ·here in t e .<orld t : y , see 

the old arms bre ing up, E.Ild ne orm co:ni into eing . 

•e re pa sing t . ough·· a period of toe· al, economic , ol itical 

re-adju. ent. It . i ll t e decade~, even gene a~i ons unt:l our . arm ~c 1_e es 

/ a cert n st bi lit • 

During h ·,.. --re• rs o & inistration, t h se fr : nd3 remember, nd t 

hole A!. ric :.n 1eo.,1e should re. ember - r.1eT:1 ero of hia.c 

t hat .... ubntant • al t rooress ~s re C ied, n r l;; ' U. l :-- s 0 

r.ty and t o=e outside -

o : to be e n 

President of the united ..:Jt ates, or . t )art.: ir. in po· er, t •t h_ 

be continued if cnaos i s t o e averted. 

ro re"'"' ust 

:1 0 eri o s person enter... ins r.ny t hou ht or • y O "'S • b ·.l i ty of an 

id llic resto tion in t."iis cotmtry of e so-called good old d ys . ich never 

r eall· exi c- ted-, and th ... t s o-c llod rug ed ind:viduallsm hich • n ut other name 

for ruthle. s e~: loi t ~ tion. o one entertains thou h t t t 1n t he da ' S to come 

big busines or lit tle businc s ill be totall , r e rom l l ovem oent s.l 

regul' t·on and control, or t t l abor, unor g nized, dll a a in b left t o the 

m ray of t e o-c led l a of ~u. pl and de and. o one, rure, unlec 

he .:. a etc.1.y-dre· mer, thinkc t a t govemc .nt in t he a :rs to come \,ill be run 

exclus·vel f or the rofit of the embers o t Union Club. T e basic problem 

·hich cluor in i tently for solution i l l conf ront any ne , dmini tration 

and any new per onallty; and ill ave to be f ced - t e roblam of t he employed 

and r rellefJ t he grievances of t he un erprivil ed; the ' ged ho are unemployed; 

the sharecropper, the children ho live in ares nere t.."ie rapes of rath re 

stored; the slwe, the Dust Bowls, the exploit t1on of t he negrow of he South, 

and to s011e extent also in the north, the robl ot over-production and el'-
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consum tion - those roblems . ill exist in this c unt in 19 1-42, a no ,1 re 

ne ation o_ tha New al nor any cont mJtuo o allusion to the : eal is aderuate 

to eet e sit ation. If the_e is to be an , .1arty, t-riat art· rill ve to 

indicate ho it ?ro oses to neat these ,roble s. It is .sll to talk bout lancing 

the budget. Just ho do they • ntend t balance the budget, fill., • t :ho- eJ~, ense? 

It is well to talk about reducing taxes, but !lose truces a. e to be reduced? HO\'/ 

shall the revenue of governm nt ~1e met? It .~s ell to taL'c bout gret,ter conom;r, 

~· cutting · nd slashing e )8nsas, but at !!10.· '3 x_ense are t :1e cuts nl, Ghes 

to be made? At the ex.ense of th . 1t1i lions ' today re on reli ,h: t i<-no 
hour 

to be "'Ub~titutad for ·the ;age c...nd~, if tl' t ~s an 1n e..,;rab. la.? '}. t ia 

to be subst • tuted for t11e • curl ti s ct? ~ is to • e subst t ted ~or t 1e :-p ? 

kid 1hat substitute is _ roposed for federal reL:ef'? 

Th~se concrete de.finite roblems ,hich cone m t 1 . l fe \Jf en, ·onen 

children are specific, concrete; hence the JJUSt be aced regrrdle a of ho 

is the c ndidate, ar.d regardless of hat rt r es office. 

In my judgment, Ur. Roosevelt' successor, be he Rep bl c ~n or Democ:-at, 

if he is wise, will face these _ro1
"\ el.ls realistically and onestly. And in 

my humble judgment, his successor ,ill in the ma.in, be compelled to do so nnd 

ill be compelled to follow t e same line that •ir. Roosevelt folio ed. He , too, 

will have to think in terms or masr•es , d not of cla r.e,s . He, too, 11 116.ve 

t think in terms of relief nd reconstruction, from the bottom tp, not 

from the top down, in terms of laborer, farmer, the youn6 boy soeki a job; nmf 

not ta in terms or the corpo1~ tion i;.nd th 

The friend of the Pres·dent also remember in r, titude tl t dr . Roorevelt1s 

administration as di tin 1s ed by hi Cabinet ose . er n 1 on t evotion 

to office sat all tiaes unimpeachable - ch en s Hull, allace, Icxee, 

Hopldna, Perkins, orgenthau, Jackson, Farley, and all the others right down the UDe, 



• 

-7-

who orked ·th him during these lust seven ye rs as res · :tent of the United ctates • 

. lr ... osevelt's friend also r~memb ~r 11·'-· c ura eous l~aders i:.ip in e 

field o Foreign Relctions . He t re the e: ht of h·s gr~' t office on the i e 

of Democ.,.acy 1 ere. 1'i..·. Roosevelt na.tes dictatorship, , .l.et e r o.,. t 1 ht or of 

tho Left, h ther it c lls itself' ~iazi , Co unist, or asci..st.. r. Roosevelt has 

chamJioned ithin the restr: ction of his office, and t1e status of a neutr lity 

power, the rights or foriegn n tions and has iven them ll possible ,oral suppert. 

Had hiB vision been followed b.. the nations of Europe, b , England and ranee, hen 
to 

he su oned them, nd all free ) 80 le of t'e .earth/qu antine t le aggre~sors, there 

would be no ·ar in Europe today. Even gl mid France, the t ·o gret t r .. 1~ • ning 

democracies in t e Old •orld lac ad vision and un :t~r standing, und 11en r. !'!oosevelt 

a talki in terms ot aggre slve opJosition tot diet t0rship~, the t..U"ed 

in te s of .: oease ent. ·r. Roosevelt has con. istently tried to uphold the 

hands of rree n tions hich find th mselves, bee e of the olind.ne soft eir 

leadership, in desperate ·.ur. He is res.)Onsible for the re eal 01 the~ burgo. 

Thi s a tremendous elp to the allied o,.er. 

le 1a worked and is still~ rdng for not peace, but .or a just ace . 

They are t o different things altogether as unich proved . He as b en working 

for peace hich ans e tablishment under internatlona.l la of all oeo le. Jdm 

And this type of a just peace, r. oosevelt as been orking for. nd that, 

his friends maintain, i true to the b sic American trad'tion, and in voicing his 

s mpathy for the cause 01 the allies, he voices t e over • elmlng entim nt of the 

american ~eople. 

And et, b cause of the .dmir tion of his friend for 'r. Roosevelt, 
ould 

and the recognition of all that he has achieved, amon • hom .i: am one, /1 t urge 

hill not to stand for re-election. The Third term, friends, ·snot a la, but 

a trad ~tion, at dition hich refiects t e political Ties or the, rlc 
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peoLle, a custom oven more ?O erful. han la. I is a c~~tom hich ha~ no b en 

Tiolated in one undred tift • e s, and during t hese one hundred .fifty ., • rs 

t here have been critical times, so e of them more c iticnl than the present. 

And t ere ere :-any :>res· dents ho ere urged by their .follo ers to st d for 

at ird t rm, · ashington, Jefferson, l.~dison, ·onroe, c1(son, not to ..,peak of 

the pres · ent during our own lifetime, and t-ey refused. 

Jefferson, perhaps the reateBt mind of the Revol tion, • en bein urged 

to •tand for a third term dee redt 

"That I should lay do my charee at ;>ro e period i. c much a duty 

as to have borne it ithf"ully. If o e t ermination to the services of t e chief" 

magi tr te be not fixed b., the Consti tntion, or r.u::> )li _ b :)ractice, his office, 

bond.nally four years , ill inf. ct - co e for ife, hie tory sho½ ho~ e~sily 

th!)t degener'tes into inheritance. Believi:r. :T that· re re ent· tive government, 

res onsible at short periods of election, is t . t . ch roduces the grP. te~t 

sum of happiness to JJ8.nkind, I feel it Q dut to do no ct hich . 11 ec•se t: 11 ,. 

impair · ' at r>rinciple, &.nd I ~hould W1 illingly be th person ho, disre : rd!n 

the sound precedent et by an illustrious redecessor, should furniRh t first 

example of rolont,ation beyond · ecorxl term of fice.• 

There as only one President in the history of the United t ' tos ho r ~ally 

wanted a third term, and h t w Pre ident r t. B t hi own rty rebe-led 

a ainst him and a resolution, the famous Springer resolution as in roduced 

in the J.ouse of pre~entatives ich declaredi "Resolved, t hat in the opinion 

ot this House., the precedent established b,: • ashington aoo th r presidents of the 

United ~t- tes, ·n retiring fr c the pre~idential office fter th1ir ~ecom term, 

has bec01:1e, by univers 1 concurrence, a part of ur Republican : te f ovem ent, 

and·that departure fro this tiiae-honred c sto ould e un e, un triotic, 

an4 fraught with peril to our tree institutions.• The House adopted i r lution 

25' to 18, with 58 not wting. 
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During the a.dmini tration of Pr s· ent Coolidge ther e as considerable 

~alk of a third term. The Senate at that time adopted a r esolution similar 

to the old 'pringer resolution. The ln.ngu.a e ·, s identical. The resolution 

passed the Senate as opposed to a third term. Precident Theodore Roosevelt 

reached after a third term, not consecutive term, but after lapse of 

t elve . .re s, and he did not get it. 

r 
The trad :tion of rotation in office and restricted tenwe in office 

is a sound one, because the whole philosophy of rican democracy is the 

refutation of the one man leader, the one man savior, the indi~pensable 

miracle man in ,overnment. Thnt is the philosophy of dict~torship - tru t 

the people cannot produce l.aders ip in emergency, th t -nl man has been stngled 
the eople, t h t 

out~ dest·ny, that only one oan is adequately equipped to le;vthat/ an oes 

not even need a party - tttat is dict~torship, t e antithesis of democracy. 

The strength of democracy is not A· th in one , ut f th in the people, 

1n the eoples s rstem of repre en tive govemm nt, in the people's basic 

constitution, in the people's laws and free institutions, in the · eo le's 

sdom. At the v Jr~ outset of our gov rnment, the founders .ere suspicious 

of po er too greatly concentr ted, nd for too long a eriod 1 t he hands of 

individuals. So they established a S'stem of checks and alances - r ~tr cted 

tenure in office of e ecutives - nd thus ept from concentrating o··-er in 

the hands of one individual. 

And 1th this trad · tion the m rican eople has come through a 

century and a halt unscathed. The uestion le now ari es is do t hese 

times in hich we live requirecl break in this precedent, and to that I, 

for one, an er, n ol" . rticul rl 1 at thi time en ;><>?ular gov mments 

are receding a 1 l over the earth, here the tre dis de~initely ·n t direction 

of die torships and greater concentr tion in the hands of t he ind"vidual, is it 

desirable that the President ot the gr et free nation in tbe e rth hall 
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shall reaffirm his faith in Democracy by relin uishing third t rm, to 

indicate th t free overnment is not dependent on any one man, ho~·ev ,r good, 

noble and able he ma be. To insist on a re-election of Roosevelt th-i r ar 

on the round t hat he is the sole leader to hich th American ?eople can turn, 

the sole individual among one hundred fifty million people ho can guide his 

eople, is to acknowledge public and internationally the bankruptcy of 

democracy. And even if on the horizon ther is no candidate tat ap;:,ears 

to be as ell qualified as .. r. Roosevelt, nevertheless it c- preferable to 

elect one who is seemingly les. qualified. in the office. The high office 111 

develop that man just as that high office actually did cevelop r. Roosevelt. 
he is 

e ought to bear in mind t h t il"/the only man :b strong enough to 

carry on, if he is the only man trong enough to carry on the reform program -

that is an indication th· t American people clearly don't ant any more of it. 

And merican :>eople living in democrac · should ;ve their way. If it ·s 

true th ~t the tide has tumed, ar it fre uently does turn, if it i true, 

and I am not t t 11 sure that it is true, the personalit of an individual 

should not be thrown athwart that. 

The true test of whether the AIDeric people still want the type 

or hilosophy embodied b • Roosevelt's las enacted, will cooe rhen the 

Amer·can Jeople will see to a.Jrove his program apart from the gl~mor of 

his personall ty, hen his rty is led b • another. Gre t ex erience 8 very 

valuable in a man, in a pres·dent, ,nd should be taken in account. But 

great ex~erience s also valuable in a nation, and th t, to, should be 

ta en into account. 

A ain, to renomin te Roosevelt ould be to obscure the real i ue in the 

campaign, namelys "r. Roosevelt, the ould-be dictator, the Republican 

wty will be relieved ot the nece ei t or presenting any . rograa. It ill 

becoae a cam ign oantered around a personality, and hm it 1 all onr, nothing 
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i 1 have been decided. 

So, in my humble judgment, on Janua. 20, 1941, then Fra kin Delano 

Roosevelt retires from the ite House, and he will retire, if he does, as the 

first and foremost private citizen of the United b ta te ~ , h e r.i 11 till remain 

a great, inspiring liberal t hinker, still a powerful voice in t he nolding 

and determining of the erican people, and the verJ act of relln _uiQhing 

office when it it within his grasp :r he r eaches out for it, ill r aise 

him in the esteem and admiration of the American people. en rill r alize what 

his friends have : 3lown all along, t ru t his motives ve al a s been of the 

highest, patriotic and above party. It is a mistake to assume friends, that 

only men who occupy public office can lead t he American peo) le d help 

to deteroine its licy. Many men who occupy no ·pnblic o fice, by their 

confidence, by their v sion and their coura el.p to make t he laws ot 

this nation and help in a very r eal way to govern t his rrtion. 

h at r. R..>osevelt ·ill do, I tell ~ou he h s not confided i n me. 

hat he should do, I am now confiding in you. 




