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CAI OCI.r..TY BE GODL1 A FfilE? 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
undu morning, Apr i l 1 , 1940 



It was not a common thing, ea friendf, in ancient times or m to 

challenge authority, either CLvil or eccles·astical or to challenge cu~tom 

or tradition. For that matter it was not an e~s task or a common thing 

for men to challenge authority at any time. 

Someone has spoken of ancient times an refer ed t them as the 

"Brutal solidarity of ancient times" . T t solid rity of anci nt times is 

comparable only to the rigid coordina tion of the t )talit·rian statec, wi th 

the exce)tion, of course, that in ancient tunes the rigorism of the c,t•,te w· s not 

as thoroughgoing because it 'as not as scientific, stream-lined, ex.ert. That 

coo i • tion of the total lie o the _eo le tended to submerge t e individual . 

Even in areas \vhere law did not decree absolute submissiveness, custom bound 

the individual to a rigid com. liance. The rimitive religions, for example 

and their rituals developed quite unconsciously and im rsonally, and men 

acce ted t ~em as a matter of course . The indivi ual did not r nalyze them nor 

did they reauire ersonal a proval. And it was so with a ll moral conventions. 

The ancient religions of mankind ·ere the impersonal fol cre·tions . The gods 

of ancient man v1ere not in any sense Jersonal, but were forces of nature 1h ~ch 

ere s rrnbolized in one image or another . mile they o sec,sed great oor er, 

they were not altogether free . Sot· t the whole life of man was sheltered 

by an unconscious self-im osed a·scioline which controlled him and f rom which 

he hardly thought of ernanci ating himself . Certainly he never thourht of 

cha lenging it . 
B.C.E. 

But in the eight, seventh and sixth centuries/there arose certain 

men ho did the amazing revolutionary thing . They challenged authority , 

convention, radition, the accepted t ritual, th accepted cult, the acce ted 

moral code of the people . trange new voices , the first of their Kin in the 
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history of mankind l ere h~~«.rd . These men rnre called rophets of Israel. 

Th ~e oro hets dared to confront kings and denounce them. You heard this 

morning hov a prophet by the name of Llijah , a strange man ,horn nobody 

knows, ho suddenly a_JJears on the scene and dures to confront the gre t 

Kin hab and denounce him for having carried through a ieceof ex ropriat ion. 

Becau~e Naboth did not ¥ish to sell his ro rty, the roperty of his f8ther 

and hi~ f ather be ore him, this man s put to death thro ha conspi acy 

on the part o Ahab's dfe Jezebel . This nobody who belon ed to no ordained 

class, ho had no mandate from anybody , confronts the king and denounced 

the kin0 with this curse : "The dogs ·ill lick your blood as they lie ed 

the blood of the man put to e th . " The king sees in him his enemy and says , 

"Have •ou .1. ound me out" . And ~lijah sa s, "Yes, I fourrl you out . 11 How 

dare~ commoner find out a king? And strangely en u,h , this EJijah ias not 

the only one ho dared con ront a king . 

In fact , the Bible is full o accounts ~ere ~trange peo.le known 

as rophets faced not only the kings, but the 001erful prie tly class, and th 

nobility and the rich and denounced them. Nathan denounced King David and 

bro ht him down in contrition and penitence because this unkno ~n rophet 

found out his sin and crime. nd so did J eremiah 1ith Zedekiah . And so did 

othe pro hets denounce others. 

No, the ue tion : rises , b fhat authority to they speak? tho 

co issioned them . By hat right did the.e ?eople come into the Temple 

and denounce that Holy of Holies as a den of thieves and ronounce doom upon 

this d ellin place of God? By ;h· t authority did these men denounce the rich 

r.ho were grinding the poor , who were sellin~ the poor men for a hoe-s ring , 

ho ere making the epha small nd the hekel large, ,•ho ere 

house and field to field until no man has room to dell? ,ho co 

di house to 

s ioned them? 
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In ,hose name did they sp~ak? 

They had no authority ·hatsoever, except the authority of God, the 

authorit r of the revelation from God. "Thus said the Lord" . They didn't 

criticise these oowerful fik on their own authority. They didn't criticise 

the moral code of their day on the basis of their own private philosophic 
c..­

speculations, but in the name of God. This is the ftrrt lesson h~t men must 

learn - th~1t in all ·, ges, whe.~ever and v, henever men dared to criticise the 

economic order, the political order, d red to point at \ rong and injustice 

and corruption, they did it in the name of an authority higher t . an their 

ovm - the authority of the revelation of God. And ·,hen that authority 

was denied, because God 1as denied , when the )rophetic fires were auenched, 

men fell pray to all forms of tyranny and op ression . Of this f act our age 

has unfortunately lost sight hat makes men free is God and the revelction 

of God to man. It is revelation hich makes man ree. It is that which 

gives man an authority Vihich trancends all social di ciplines and controls. 

In other words , the basic chart r of ~an's dignity and freedom is Goel and 

revelation, and without it, no human society can remain free . 

No human society can long remain Godles s and free. The ~ lbbis 

understood that fully 1hen they said that the revel ation on t. Sinai 

as the greatest revelation to our eo le in our entire his ory. It is 

the revelation that made men free. Let me elabor te on this thought a 

little further, because it is a basic tho ht. 

Faith in the existence of just God implies the existence of a 

just moral law, a just moral law vhich all men should obey because it is 

the ill of God. The violation of this jUBt moral lawn is disobedience 

to God. This uts God on the ri~e of all t e victims of injustice ·nd 

wrong in the ·.orld . This makes God the ally, the champion of all those ho 
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struggle against wrong c1.nd injustice. This gives God's a proval as well 

a ~ strength and inspirt tion to all those who struggle for justice in the world . 

The existence of God, of a just God, implies the existence of a just 

moral law, a universal law, and that law is binding u on everybody - individuals 

and groups of individuals. bindin on st tes, parties . No one ic above this 

universal mor 1 law. 

lhen our modern orld came to t hink of morality not as God-inspired, 

but as man-made , when our modern world c" me to believe th£t t the solution of 

all morality is not God but human convenience, it is clear to see what happened . 
its 

Morality lost its character, its a ',solute divine mandate and/binding on man. 
The ground v1a8 prept .. red for a new exploi tc:Jtion of mankind, a ne subj ugl tion 

of mankind. The modern totalitarian st tes derive their entire authority 

fr ~;m the materialism of the 19th and 20th centurie which declared that 

morals are onl creations of human convenience subject to the s iftly changing 

circumstances of time and place . It tries to decree that the state is law 

unto itself . No society can remain permantl Godlecs nd free. This is history. 

Friends of democracy have somehow forgotten the religious origin of the -
(A., 

whole democratic thesis the wo rld. They h ve forgotten tha.t political 
{ 

freedom came to the uectern V'Jorld as a result of a long str gle for religious 

freedom which struggle received its impetus from a demand on the part of deeply 
-1:tJ.~ .. 

religious people~f~e ation;-a deliberate return to t,//11; prophe~~traditions IC~ 
I' ,...._ 

• & 3= ~ - f ~ ~ 
a."1,C1tll u SI 2J.>6-~ . 

The re~son that the d ocratic move ents are . erishing in the ,estern 

that is of God, in th of wan . 

because of the prevalent 

s of faith in the individual 

in the reality of revelation, 
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a not merel 

a reformation in the re 1m of ritual• a repudiation of the· uthority of the 

Papac, )t was much more than that. 

,ove ent themselves did no fully underst~nd the 

1 ,, ders 1 the 

forces ,. hich the. 

Prote"'t nt 

reprec:ented . 

The· them elves v·ere confused, and t times ver. incon~istent. The did not 

and could not frasp fully what wa happening in the mind nd heart of 

,h· t actuall as happening ;<- s that there Vi s a nev, a determined MiPA~~ 

~ 
on the oart of peoples of the ,estem World for spiritu;l libert:, for the 

~ ( . 

emancipation of n from .. ,stem• t :tm,it,-_,,,._~!ff't'!iffl'~~m~~~~!Mi4...-i•.R,,i~ 

"Hum" n 

lict i th the tw ord of God. 11 

uddenl. hra e'tj "The " ord 

f 
N.c..e.-: vL. Cf\-

re uire the mediation of~ riest to ;uncer . rnd he Word of God. 'Pi!is lea: to • 

forms of libert. 

nd for spiritual liberty soon expre~ it elf in' other 

Pe santfa.evoltf:.~. • Politic 1 ~·M ..... _ economic/ r ight 

•ere clamored for9 B hat a thori ty? 

They had no authority. The had no la, to which the could point . Te ere 

rightle • In the name of God, in t hen me 

God all men 

f ra , The:y said~ 
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e. oerienced in he , ixteenth L, ntur - a roph ic rev..: T• 1 and rea · cover 

0 that cont·ct ·, · th the . ource 0 [11 author:. y - God . 

The e d 0 d · c utors p to the rl 'l i 1 no co , OU hrou h 

vrr or hrough revolutions . y rs r d revolu ions n: r p re he roun u <. . 
the regene r ion o ran ill come ·bou ough re-di. cove of j er ' 

om inner sp · ritu· l oer .. on· 1 · ties , throu h the rec· ur on he par o 

eo e o the revela • on o : "Thu<'.' , i h e Lore • 11 
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"The ramparts y·e • tch" is a lwunting phr se from our mt ion 1 anthem, 

"The tar pan led Banner11 • Thie, same phrase is bei ~idely emplo ed oday o 

define the frontiers - d outposts of America's militar security . Its ents 

th~t there r cert in key positions on this hemi phere , certain strL e ically 

im ortc:nt points which must be fortified by us and held , tall cos s if our 

n ion is to remain secure againrt attack . Other great nations and empires have 

such vit 1 defensive oointf . GibrHlter , Suez and ing pore are ram rts for 

the British Empire . The Panama Canal , Hawaii , and the recently leased isla 

air-bases in the C ribbean are the outlyi ram arts of our o count:Ij . A people 

hoe rum rts fall , lies open to invasion and conqu • 

All this is , of cour e, quite clear v - 0 c sual observer . V hat is 

no so clear is that nations and civiliza ions h·ve spiritual ramoarts which they 

must guard at all co ts if they are to survive . It takes many ye~rs , and sometimes -
many centuries , to build up powerful bastions for nHtional or cultural securit . 

But they ma be captured and reduced in much le s time . 

Ju i m has al ays cone er ed its elf vii th the spiritual ramparts of rr ankind , 

with tho.,e strongholds which make secure the pea ceand happine s of the inner life 

of peoples and civiliz tions . never offered ,any dream of empire~ of 

but ·· t did offer the dream of a universal 

empire for he who o mankind , wh rein all men o good will would find 

and under their fig trees ith none to make them afraid . Judaism defined the true -
frontiers of this empire+- of - this- Kin dom of God on earth 

and it built the vital and str·te -
\ 

ic outposts and fortificLJtions to make 
;\ 

i 

empire ecure . A he canitcJ..l o this empire of visioned 

a spiritual Jerus lem - a Cit of God - whose 1 would be called s lvation, and 
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who~e gates, prai e . Upon the walls of this city, and over thP r rts of this 

empire
1

watchmen ·ould be set, who would 

watchmen who would lr.ays remember Goo . 

" Jtl t . ,,") 

keep a ai thful watch, , • and n~3h -

I., f',, "It 1-"i v t) -;;) e ,;~ h , r µ\M,1') ~ 
f,, N,,, n . -I p ~ (. lei 1 ,,,.,___ ,,;; /,") ,0 I (31,,) 

J aism hoped that Isr::.el would be the captain of the horts of thece 

faithful w&tchmen, who would unLeasingly, nd iithout peace or rest to them~ lves, 

keeo guard over the ramparts o empire of man. And in very ruth, through 

lon • d weary centuries , the bruvest and noblest of our people did keen their 

a J ointed via tch upon these They who "alas remembered God" , never 

deserted their Josts1 though the da s •ere full of menace and the nights w re 

I 
dark and long . So much so , that men have been moved to call Israel the wi s 

r 
of Jehovah - soldiers ho chose death rather than surre er . 

Enemies more poi erful, cunnin~ and da e us than at an) time in the past 

are toda assaulting these same ram arts of ma in. gain must th~se strongholds 

be defended "th the blood and bravery of f ithful watchmen . What are thee 

ramparts which Isr el1and all other peoples
1
~ hose spirits were nurtured b the 

great faith of Israel, are now summoned to defend 

First is the rampar/ f ith in God . ::..ith in God i~ the strongest ----l-~-

bul ark o a free society. Hwnan freedom beg~ hen men bee e conscious that / 

above and beyond societ)' and physical nature there is a God who created them, 
~ 

who breathed spirit into them, who fashioned them in is liken s, nd hat 
I 

they are, therefore , possessed of intrinsic and i eoenden significance d 

worth , a 

authority . 

as individuals with original and irrevocable rights 

of man• ch rt f fr 

the authority of king$..or magistrc-..teJ1 of custom 

from the spirit of God ·thin 

them, in the name of moral sanctions man's rel tionship to God . 

a hi hr authorit of ~ta e or cl ss 

. Modern 
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, democracy was born in the struggle for religious freedom in the tixteenth and 
rz_. ~ / 
~eyenteenth 1enturies."- ;:!_of the victories which were won for religious 

freedom on the battlefields of the spirit, there stemmed other 
U, ' 

victories ,for ,, man's 
J2.wa» , bo.,. 

political , economic and social free~om. The power of king and state was first 

curbed by the religious spirit of man ~hich demanded, at the point of revolution, -- 0 
the right, not~ universal suffr ge or better living conditions, but the right 

to worship God as it saw fit. 

Struggles for human freed om , uninspired b:) a living faith in God, often 

led mankind to disaster. 1 Russia ~~Q4;' a free and happy society 

without God. It succeeded onlJ' in huild:.n6 up a dictatorship and an enslaved 

society . Fascist and Nazi stl1.tes in Europe also so c-ht to buildJsocialized communitf4-

without God . They succeede only in establishing a brutally regimented and 

terrorized society. The, 11 new 11 orders which these Godless revolutionery efforts 

achieved were only variant forms of old despotis s. themselves upon 

being young and dynamic,~ they are youn r and dynamic only in the sense of being 

immature, raw, untempered and cruel. A society c,-1,.n achieve real renevml only 

through .....,,..,.,.,.,_:r inner spiritual renewal, through a re-d ~scovery of a confident 

faith in a living God . 

The soldiers of Cromwell marched into battle singing Psalms . Arrl or 

three centuries the spirit of Cromwell and of his Puritan hosts has molde t e 

free lie of the English peoples . Roger Williams established the first free 

society in the New 'Jorld in the name of the God of Freedom, "Vhose faithful 

minister he was . The s irit of Roger Williams has life of 

nation to this very day. The AJnGrican Revolution kindled its torches at the 

flame of a religious dogma th· t men vrnre created by God to be free and equal, 

nd t at they were b:y Him endm 1e with certain elemental and in lien ble rights. 

The rotr~cted str cgle in thi•· coun ry to emanci ate the slaves received 
• b 
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its po~erful moment not from e onomi s , but ~rom deep r ·gio s onvict· ns , 

riich revel t ,d against t e enslavement of human bein.::rs , an-:i •ihich saw in t e 

Civil ftar 1(9 divine retribution for the sins t e bl ck 

man , ~nd hich heard in tne tram of men marcl1in~ to battle to fr e hes ves , 

the foot teps of God and of His eternal truth □arching on .... 

Wh do all the ene ics of hum n liberti s t1rn again t reli i 0n? B c~u e 

religion ic their de·tth warrant . They see in Judaism ·-:t in its offs ring , 

Christianity , the intrepid and unwearied w,tchrnen ov~r the rampart.:.> of human 

liberties , who must be destroyed before their materi listic revolutions 

c~n be firmly established . It isn't the Jews whom the dictators wish t drive out 

of Eu.rope, but Jud is.n , that entire com lex of ethical and S.>iri t al i e s vhich 

are at the V8r y heart of ~ estern-~uropean ci v · liz~ ti on which the 1 wish to suppl nt . 

' hey a e anti-Semi tic bee se t ev know ~emiti 
_,;;, ___ ..... ~ ....... ----

in rie-in and ch·1r~ cter . The so-called Aryan u trace his tr· itions back to 

the o iental despotism and tote slavish submic-siveness of ancient Persia and 

India . Even the no stron- democratic tradition~ . Plato an~ 

rist tle op ose the demo r atic form of gover en . ~ristotle ~ef~nded slavery . 

Butte emite of the desert , from ~horn Israel , neit~~r knew nor 

tolerated anr espotism . The ,emocratic moti~ runs liKe a golden t r ~a d tnrough 

the ¥hole politic~l, soc:al, econ mi and eligious his o y o Isr·el from he 

e~rliest nomadic period unto the pre~ent . 

There i a form of magic calle homeo By it, if you a es erstitio s , 

•ou try to destro your enem inc- an image of him . Int.he eyes of the 

Nazi and Fasc·st Revel tionists , the Jew is bol of 

all those s i itual once ts of life w ich they must destro i they e to 

s ccee . And so they re oractising the black art of hoeopathic magic . They 

a e hopinJ to destro• t em 

theo joine t e erlin-Rome ---------- is , 

th ollo •ina nes i m c·me out of To yo : ( uo ) 
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Amonb the great themes of Yom l~ippur are the existence and unit of God, 

and the freedom of man. Coming as an heroic climax to t"ie <iay-10112: ervice is the 
,, :t vt 

aroclamation: "The ord, l-ie is God, and the s'1.ofar ~ sound . 'w h r i the shofar 
/' 

sounded at the conclusion o the Yorn ' ip)ur Service? To remirrl us of the shofur 

hie wa so ed in ancient Palestine on each jubilee year 1vhich >¥ars ~8 roclaim 
I I 

freedom throughout the L'lnd and 'mto all the inhabitants t riereo . • hen the so 

of that shof·n· was heard, ~very bondsman W::-tS 't.Z ls e released, "for unto I-.'le ar e the 

children of Israel servants ; they are not servan s unto ~) erv:ints . " Even the la 

redeemed and restored to its original mmers so t 3.t no man --"sht,11 
I 

remain an impoveiished and landless de endent .A'f" Nolan, could be alienate in 
I,. 

perpetuity- "for unto Me belongeth t :e earth." 
f 

God and freedomt As long s there is God, there is t,i1ie hope of free om 

for Jl\fln . 

Th-'re .... another r· rt ihich Judaism has • tched through the lo cent ries, 

amther rampnrt which is being assaulted t ,i y - the solid'lrity of the h n 

race . One G and one umani t rt ,Judaism so ht to integr:::..te a scattered and 

broken humanity , and in the name of the Unity of God , to achieve the nity of 

mankind . To affirm the Unity of God is, according to Maim nides, t~e gr~tit oal 

of Jewis histo • Israel did not divide humanity into Aryans and mn-Aryans , 

s perior and inferior races , riumans and sub-h 

political ethnology to r s.tionalize :;;.; exc ~fit! 
r 

It did not evolve a convenient 
/I 

imperial gres iveness . It -reco · ized , of course , t t peo les differed as t race, color , cree , soci·l and 

cult ral dvantages but it insisted t hat in S?ite of all these di ferences, men 

rere all chilct ren of on e God , all fashioned i n His im e , all possessed of the 

dignity of that elemental and indis tructible kin hi b, a 

common destiny . They ~ere th 0 efore all admonisied t help one another , t e 

stronger to help the weak r , the richer to ass · st the poorer, the ise 

the unl ttered . Thee were no insurmountable b rriers hich separat one roup 
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of men from another , and no inherent right~ one group ~f ~&ea to aggrandize 

~tl8ti8&1 ,as at the expense of another. 

"If I did despise the cause of my man-servant~ 
Or of my maid-servant, when ther contended with me -

Vlhat then shall I do when God riseth up? 
And when He remembereth, what shall I answer Him? 

Did not He that ma e me in the womb make him? 
And did not One fashion us in the womb? 

The Jewish people , through its long history, was frequently persecuted . 

In Egypt and Babylon it experienced exile and slavery. It therefore un1erstood 

the soul of the persecuted and of t he suffering, and its ethical code as 

reflected in the Bible, the Talmud , and other great texts, sought to mitigate 

the hardships of all the handicR.pt of life, to ease all bum.ens, to break all rods 

of oppression. 

From its history, Israel also lea ned that the Jew is never persecuted 
H • ~ 

alone.~ persecution is usually the forerunner of large-scale persecutions of 

other peoples . Thus the Jeus were exiled from S a combinii tion 

of religious bigotries and na tionalistic intolerance. But simultaneously, 

the Mohammedans also were expelled from Spain. ~ same religious~intol ranee 

was s oon carried by the armies of Spain into the etherlands , and un:ier Charles V 

and Philip II, it swept with blood and horror, with sac'c and massacre, all through 

the Christian Lowlands . The Inquisition which at first tort red f!'wish Marranos , 

came to tort re also MoharJmedon Moriscos and Christian heretics . 
.. 

The Nazis beg2-n their persecution of minorities in Europe \Ii th the Jews. 

ut it did not stop there. It soon swept over other minorities and small nations 

until toa.ay nearly the whole of Europe is groaning under the heels of this 

barbarism which first vented its fury and madness upon the hel;>less Jews in 

Germany . 

Knowing f r om its own exoerience what persecution is, and hm it spreads, 

and the universality of th . persecution mania, Israel fiila9-Sought to teach all 
# 

the peopl s a races of the. la devotion to an ideal of one human brot' erhood , 
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one hwnanity united in victory and in defe t . ne end- their own freedom bv 

defending the freedom of others . One o the movini ray >f Yorn Kip'1ur is 

11 1 ay all the child en of men bow before Thee in humilit a ma they become as 

one 1 ague do Thy will with a perfect heart . " 

- And there was et another ram art which Judai 11 has ; tche over aithfully -
__,...,--- / 

a dream - a messianic dream - the dream of a golden age . en ll soclal d 

injusti es w d cease to exist , hen n~tions grourr thei:.- ,, rms • nd ease 

to fight for land or wealth which God has ere for all -

age o peace an righteousness . Judaism was never a pacifist religion, but 

certainl. it was never I t refused to ideali7.e war, 
I 

nd t regard f" ghtin:r as man' f supreme goo 4 and o oor . • for sel..:-ex· re3sion 

and f lfillment . Judaism rejected the notion tha is wi ~l to o· er . Life is 

will to serve God and m n . The fi peaking , was 

to come and helmeted conri uero on a fiery steed of b ttle, but 

as a poor man riding in h ility, but ringin he lin an le.sinr. s to all men . 

which thrive on ar and conquest , which sow the dragon's te tho tred and civil 

dissensi n v•herever the~· go, an 'Nhich have roclaimed war e tiny . 

Thus saith t11e ord of hosts : In those ays it shall com ~ to ' s that ten men 

shall t ke hold , out fall the lan uages of the 11c,ti ons, sh 11 even t k hold o 

he '1 skirt of him th·it is a Jew an ay: . dll go with for e • ve he e •o , 
,~~ fJ :> { 

, 
'.J -that God i 0 with you. " ..) ( ) v -
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It was not a common thing, ear friends , in ancient times for mmto 

challenge authority, either c·vil or ecclesiastical, or to challenge cu~tom 

or tradition. For that matter it as not an easy sk or a co on thing 

for men to challenge authority at any time. 

Someone has spoken of anci ent times and refer ed to them as the 

"Brutal solidarity of ancient times". That solidarity of anci nt times is 

comparable only to the rigid coordination of t he t ,talitar:an tates ~th 

the exce~tion, of course, that in ancient t imes t he rigorism of the ~t· te w snot 

as thoroughgoing because it .as not as scienti fic, stre -lined, expert. That 

coordi n· tion of t he total life of t he e le tended to submerge t ½e ind vidual. 

Even in areas where la did not decree absolute submissiveness, custom bound 

the individual to a rigid com liance. The rimitive religions, for example 

and their rituals developed quite unconsciou ly and impersonally, and men 

accepted t ham as a matter of course. The individ 1 did not · alyze them nor 

did t hey require personal a proval. And it as so ith all moral convention~. 

The ancient rel igions of ankind iere the impersonal fol cre~tions. The gods 

of ancient ma .. ere not in any s nse Jersonal, but were forces of nature ·hich 

ere s mbolized in one image or another. ile they po~sessed great po1er , 

the ·,;ere not altogether free . So t~ t the wh ole life r man s sheltered 

by an unconscious self-imJosed discipline hich controlled him and rom rbicb 

he hardly thought or enancipating h_mself. Certainly he nev r thoubht of 

challenging it. 
B.C.E,_ 

But in the eight, seventh and sixth centuries/there arose c rtain 

men who did the amazing revolutionar, thing. They challenged utbori ty, 

convention, radition, the accepted t ritual, the accepted cult, the a ce pted 

■oral code or the people. Strange ne voices, the first of their <ind in the 
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history of mankind ,re h ard.. These men ere cr lled ~rophets of Icrael. 

The e pro hets dared to confront kings an denounce them. You heard this 

morning ho a prophet bi the name of Llijah, a ~trange an hom nobody 

kno s, o suddenly a . pears on the scene and d res to con ront the gre t 

Kin Ahab and de ounce him for having carried through a iec ~of eYpropria tion. 

ecause 'aboth did not 1ish to sell his prop rty, the ropert · of his .father 

and hi C! f ther be ore him, this man s ut to de;: th through a conspir cy 

on the part of Ahab's ife Jezebel. This nobody ·ho belon ed to no ordained 

class, .ho had no mandate from anybody, con ronts t he king and denounced 

the k.i rl th this cur e: "The dogs .ill lick ·our blood aa t he · licked 

the blood of the man put to e th." The ing sees in him his enemy nd sa , 

"Have ou ound me out". And l!.:lijah says, "Yes, _ fo ·ou out." Ho 

dr re a commoner find out a king? And s trangely enough, this El ij ah as not 

the only one o d red confront a king. 

In fact, the Bible is full of accounts , ere trange .1eo le kno 

as rophets faced not only the king , but the o~·erful prie tly class, and the 

nobility and the rich and denounced them. Nathan denounced King David and 

brought him down in contrition and penitence because t his unkno lroph~t 

found out his sin and crime. nd so did J ~remiah iith Zedekiah. Am so did 

other rophets denounce others. 

o the que~tion • rises, b what authority to the speak? • o 

co:unissioned them. By ·hat right did t hese people come into the Temple 

and denounce at Holy of Holies as a den o thieves and pronounce doom upon 

this d elli place of God? B - hat authorit did thee men denounce t e rich 

ho ere grinding the poor, ho wer selling the poor men for hoe- ring, 

who ere making the epha mall and the hekel large, ho ere a di hou e to 

house and r·eld to field until no man has room to dell? o commissioned the■? 
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In hose name did the sp ,ak? 

They had no authority .hatsoever, except the authority or God, t e 

authorit- of the revelation from God. "Thus said the Lord". They didn't 

criticise these powerful f:ik on their o:in authority. They d dn't criticise 

the mor3l code of their da}' on the basis of t heir o µriv te philosophic 

speculations, but in the name of God. This is the fir t le son t h· t men must 

learn - th tin all ges , he ever and •henever mend, red to er ticise the 

economic order, the political order, d·tred to p int at ron rxi injustice 

and corruption, they did it in the name of an authority higher t ' an t eir 

own - the authority of e revelat : on of God. nd hen that a thority 

was denied, because God vas denied, ·hen t he Jrophetic fires ere .uenched, 

men fell pray to all forms or t rann and oppre~sion. Of this _act ow age 

has unfortunately lost sight. ibat makes men free is God and the revel~tion 

of God to man. It is revelation ·, ch makes m free. It i s th t ich 

gives man an authority hich trancends all social di~ciplines • d con rola. 

In other ords, the basic chart r of an's dignity am freedom is Goel and 

revelution, and without it, no human society can remain free . 

Io human societ can long remain Godle s and free. The bbis 

understood th t ru11, ·hen they said t t the reve tion on it. inai 

as the greatest revelation to our eople in our entire hi tory. It is 

the revelation that oade men free. Let me elabor · te on this t hought a 

little further, because it is a asic t ho ht . 

Faith in the xistence of a just God implie }1e xistenc of a 

just oral law, a just moral law • hich all men should obey becau. e it i 

the ill of God. The violation of this just mar -1 la :hr is disoned·evce 

to God. This puts God on the ri de of all the victims of injustice · nd 

rong in the . orld. This ma e Go the ally, the Cuampion of all those ho 
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an indictment, ought not to be a ologetics, but r ather penitence nd reform. 

The Church could make, I t hin~, a good c&se for itself, and I i ~l indicate the 

c se oft e Church ih a moment. everthelers, t he ime response to sch 

1 charge which contains so much of ~ruth is not a continuous apologetics, ut 

a soul-s arching, a r tock-taking, a er ·tence and a re_orm tion. 

Some ears ago, I as asked to contribute a ser on to a forum on 

the "The Varieties of Present-Da , Pre ching", and I devoted my sermon to the 

subject "Prophetic Preaching". In t he course of t h t sermon I ad e t he 

observations: "Religion has not al • a rs been faithful to it informing 

purpo. e. After t .1e fir t gre· t i mpulse ~ich creates a religion embodi s 

itself into an ·nstit tion, it loses much of its dari and courage . All 

relig·ons t t he fir ·t moment oft eir revelat:on, when they leap hot ard 

frenzied from t he soul of some God-·ntoxictlted seer, are purging fires, 

consuming flames. The s ak in thwi er am sweep life ·, th e. ' besom of 

destruction•. The are 'set over nations dover kingdo s, t o r oot out nd 

to pull do , to destroy and to overthro, to build ane und to plant.• ... 

The ·--orld stands aghast nd frightened. I t -'-urns upon the . rophets of the 

new revelation an crucifies t .em, onl to kneel a moment later and orship 

them." 

"But soon t he hot coals of religious sion cool off. The heroic 

mood vanishe. Lo alties lose t eir sacrifici al quality. The voice crying 

in the dlderness becom~s an echo, faint and timid. J.Jnthusiasm i uenched 

in habit. Relg·on becomes in titutionalized. Hierarchy and v s ted intererts 

appear. The church becomes an end in it elf. hen it~ interests r e t ake 

it ,ill compromise and rield nd betra en in their lire t needs." 

""""'., 
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struggle a ain t ron d injustice. This gives God' a prov l a ell 

a . strength and inspir tion to all tho e ,,ho <-tru le for j tice in the o ld. 

The existence of God, o a just God, implies the x~ctence of a just 

moral la, a univ r #1 la, and that 1 w is binding u on ever body - individuals 

and roups o individuals, binding on states, _arties. 

univer ' 1 moral la. 

o one i s~ ove t h s 

-mien our mo ern orld c e to t l ink of morality not as God-ins .ired, 

but as -made, hen our modern world ca e to believe that t he 0 olution of 

all morality is not God but human convenience, it is clear to ee v iat ha .. )ened. 
its 

o ality lost its character, it a solute d·vine .andc te a nd/binding on .nan. 
The ground ,ac rep red for a new exploit tion of mankind, a ne . subj : tion 

of mankind. The modern tot litarian sta tes derive their entire authority 

fr m the materialism of the 13th and 20th centuries ich declared h· t 

morals are onl creations of human convenience bject to the s iftl changing 

circum tances of time · d place. It tries cree that t e st· te is la · 

, to itself'. o societ can remain e antl Godles s <nd free. This is history. 

Friends of democracy have somehow forgotten the reli gious origin of the 

'hole democr tic thesis of the ·1orld . They h ve for otten th t politic 1 

freedom came to the •e .. tern orld as · result of a lo .. t agle for religious 

freedom which str ·le received its impetus from a de and on the part of deeply 

religious people for revelation, a aeliberate return to the rophet traditions of 

ancient Isr el. 

The re, son that the de ocratic movements are r i Ahing in the ~ stern 

,orld today, .hen ·ou look below t he surface, i because of t he prev lent 

pessimism of our eople •• hich is due t t e lo s of ai th in t e ind· vldual 

hich is in turn due to the loss of confidence in the realit of revelat on, 

t 1at is of God, in the life of • 
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"This danger, of course, is in..l-terent in all organization. .:hatever oral 

pioneering has been done in the ··orld has been largel t he ·ork, not of groups, 

but of individual spiritual adventurers, rebel and non-conforirlsts. ve • tions 

never come to groups. The~e ere schools of prophets in anc·ent Israel, ut 

they ere merely the monitors of ancient su erstit:ons. It W's onl aft er the 

individual sep~rated h·mself fr m t he school and the group und pursued his 

o solita quest of truth, that rophec discovered its uthentic voice nd 

mood." 

•Tae church, therefore, freighted d :t h or nization, m .t con.t, tly 

ar a ainst itself to save ·ts soul. The church must protect i tself · ain~t the 

do ard drag of institutionalism and th paral sis o ·11 hich result fr m 

over-organiz· tion and rosperity. The church trium hant often s·ells t he faith 

defeated. How often h· s the church been a flunkey to t e richl Ho·.- often has 

it revolution,,ry pac,sion for j " tice and social righteousness been l ea hed 

by orldliness ands cophancyl The church set out to dmonish men to put ay 

the evil of their doings, to "cea e to do evil, lea n to do ell, eek justice, 

relieve t he o~pressed, juige t e atherless, plead for t he idow," but i t ended 

by truckling to the po erful and the rich, • nd by sharing in the spoil of the 

marauders and exploiters of society." 

"In the Tem le · t Jerusalem, there as a fiute ashioned out of reeds, 

an old flute, havi come down from the da s of o e. The sound of t he flute 

ass eet and beautiful, ravishing the ouls of ·orshipers. But one da the 

priests at the sanctu ry decided to decorate the f l ute, and the covered it 

with gold. The lute as never the s · me a ain. Its sw et, cl , r, cool tones 

e no harsh, metallic and jarring. Gold had coarsened its melod •••" 
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Let me illustrate historicall~ ·hat I nean. The Prot .:l tant . efo .. 

undoubtedly rks a turning point in t e civiliz tion of the ,estern orld. 

The Prot ~tant Refo tion hich came e rl ~n the 16th century a not erel 

a reformation in t he realm of ritual or a repud tion oft e uthorit of the 

Papacy, it as much ore tl n that. Even t hee rl 1 aders in the ?roter t nt 

on 

ove ent t e selves did not fully under tand t he forces .. ich they r pre'"'ented. 

The themselves ·ere confused, and at times ver ' inconsistent. They d"d not 

and could not grasp fully mt ·ac happening in the mind d h~art of t} e .. orld. 

,:h t actually as happenin s that ere ·as n ne 

on the part of peoples of the ,estern i.orld for spirituul libert,, for the 

emancipation of .. an from a S rs tem, t t man's ulti te 0 u issive s is not 

to man but to God. Even Luther hen ·till a revo _ tton r • declared t\-,, t " an 

authority miLht be resi ted hen i ts mand t es c !l"ct the o of Go•" 

Suddenly there flared up t hroughout the estern o 1d uch hr es as "The ·ord 

of God". A new authority h d come into the life of t l1e orld. The authority 

of d • rect revelation as thi s " ord of God" w·.s valuable to 11. It d d not 

require the ediation o the . rie 0 t to underst nd t ,e .o of God. sled to 

t he direct communion of the individual JOI • th his God. t ga.ve to the 

ind vidual a ne dignity hich he had not posse sed all thro h the dt1 riC ages. 

And th t demand for sp"ritual libert soon expre sed i tself in 11 other 

forms of libert. P~ ... ant volt resulted. Pol tic rights, economic rights 

ere clamored for, d t he , did it in the n e of om? B.r hn t ~ thori ty? 

They had no authority. ey had no la which oint. .e : re 

rightlecs. In hose name did 1e speak? Int n me of God, in the e 

of the revelation of God. The said all men are e al bee u~e God ade all men 

tree. ey said t e thins e demand are the things t he Bible grants to all men. 

•••• The point Istre sis at t h t great pa ant upri ing ·as onl u nch after 

a hundred thoWland ea ants were massacred. It as a soci l revolution - tis reat 
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clamor for freedom. It received its inspir. tion from rel·gion and rev_l tion. 

The best of the s Jiri tual )8.SSion o t he Protestant • f ation and 

' ich most af_ected t he life oft e .rican .1eople ~· ou find ong t he n , pti~t 

'ch cect arose right on the heel of t he rot► st~nt Re or□ation . This .. ct 

as hundreds of · e rs ahead of its time. They believed n t he freedom o. the 

ill, t he absolute moral res~ons~bilit, t he right of eve r individ~al to 

interpret the criptures according to his on inner lib t. 'o cinist r 

0 2 sassed any authori t • to preach unle ... s he had received a call such as the 

rop .ets of old received. 

e dut of the Sate as only to . rotect good and to punlsh and 

be; ond t 1at t he p~ate i tself ·as an evil . Th.se r ect . ere the r·rst to 
the 

de and a solute dis-est~bli hment,~p~ration ~ c urch ~ d st' te. .ey 

were the r· rst to pr : ch univer al tolBrat • on d fr edo. o v.orship. 

Ro er TTilli s hoe tablished t ne first frP.e c i t· her. en could orship 

God as they leu ed. as c liscip e of the Anal ptist sect. They said t at 

all property belon.ued to God. 1.1an of them actually r actised voluntf. ry 

communisa . e doct rines o" the Anab pti ts c rried ov ... r to .l lland, to 

England and t ·~en to the United 2- ates. St anc•el., ., . enough, t '1 fouming 

r t hers of our coW1try roclaimed many of the doctrines ot these 

reli ious f anatics. And the foundin , athers rote ":e hold t . e ruths 

th tall men are er ted enual. .. 1 n a errlo ed b t :ieir ere· t or 

certain inalienable right. Thus ht the Anah ti ts suid , s t ' .tAll men 

are equal because t he r e de e ual not by nature, ut b cau e the are 

made s 'ritually equal by God. A the ir:~u 11 a ·ers of the • tenth 

Cent,.iry tr.ou-ht in term of liberty, the poli tic 11 ad rs of merica 

t ho ht also i n te of God, freedom, amon ich ere 11 e, • e. t 

. ith 

and t e pursuit or hap iness . With the Americ&D ReTolution came the 111 ot 
and 

Rights which I a ain remind you has origin in reli io~·ch as pa sed over to 
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he rench Revol1tion. Bil lo • ht ... pc.'". ed 
.. 

rom r · ce tot. e ole ."estcrn 

, orld, so that his toric l y , · hit ·, •T" .·e enjo , in t 1e m ern • r ld of politic 

freedom, i11 i vidua.l ri )jt.J , are ,rue Jabl~ d : rPctly to the .)rop .. et· c r d • tion 

·h • ch •a::; r~kin led in tl·e ' ix tee1,th I.Jent • - tt e revel tion o od . 

N , , • 
.:.'I <;.;. a. :ain, n C lo re cln odle c a nd 

free. Do ' OU need an roof of it? A_l the tot,,.;.li t ria.n stLtes e fa-bli shed 

in the •astern "0 ld si e 1918 ~ed the~s lves on : r _eligion, and be&an by 

a attach on religion. Bolshevislli et out t u rot it. lIB olini. azism 

is the enei:r of all the ~pi_it u l conce ts ihich e a.ssoci .te ~ t h 

Christianity , rrl Juiaism. T t is not &ccidentc.l . _ 1eir concept i.., b· s d 

on terialism. lo one ,ho 

of t.e h sof an individual, 

uint ain ab olute totoc li t :• rian control 

l llect l r"ghts hS ell a t e ... ocial 

right s, c tol rat t A d • ics of fr e ) rop et e r ligion in t ' ie t 

of it. All t ese totulit i6ll tn~es e gro in mat ri 1 m hich they 

assume to be ery scient • fie. But science has alre d: demon trated 

hypocri tiet..l. ani c le t can L,tript and n· ceed tlr d spiritu lly be ten . 

And no inte lect al hr wdn ~ i n d qu e 

dis-inteL~ tion. 

tute for p ri u 1 

an tod· i ~mall ., < ·.s hecom • ne maller every du , • • is 

beco ·ng a st tistic· item. His r onali t i of no a t: coW1t i n the -·orld. 

He c nnot cp ;-: an more • n t ~~e name O- od, :.n t 1e n .e of 8 nor· 1 1 • 

an i no helple , ub · ect to the .ill or him o a rt , _ a d ce, 

a feuhrer. T t is the tr ed of t 1 moaern orld. All t his because 

God, d Goo• s revelation, nd man ' ~· rel tion hi to G have been driven 

out of e consciousn ~s of man. And men 111 nev r re-d, cover t - never -

unt 1 - and t· is snot preac.dng, m' fr_ends, but hi oric1l ct - until 

t he t ole modern world ex eriences t h sort or p ritual revi 1 t ha t e •estern 
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ex erienced in the ixteenth ventury - a .ro 1etic rev.:.val snd a redi s cove 

o t.'1 t contt ct . th t he c-ource of ' 1 author :ty - r od . 

e end o d'c ators ·p to t he ·orld ·ill no co e ·bout t ough 

r s or thro gh revolutions . .. ars and revolutions. y r ·pare t e n; round t 

the regenP. .. tion of an rill come bout throu h a re-discovery of en 's 

o inner spiritu 1 er<-on li+ies, trough t he recuptur·n--;- on the part of 

people of the revelat on ofi "Thus Ct.:.ith t he .... ord." 




