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THOUGHTS ON THE COMING ELECTION 

~ 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, October 27, 1940 



There has been considerable bitterness and heat engendered in the olitical 

campaign this year. Some or it, of course, is the customary synthetic emotionalism 

incidental to every national campaign. Some of it, however, is unusual. I suppose 

that is due to the tension and stress of war abroad, the war prep ration at home, 

and the sudden speeding up of our defense work. Conscription has much to do with 

putting the nerves, so to speak, of the American people somewhat on edge. I 

believe too that the various nationality groups in the country who were vigorously 

approving of the president's foreign policy affecting their original homeland, 

or vigorously disapproving of it - that has something to do with the passions which 

are aroused. Then, too, there have been certain permanent disgruntled i ndividuals who 

have personal aces to grind, former friends of the administration, an:i no· its 

bitterest enemies, who have contributed to what might be called the verbal blitzkreig -

of the type of Hugh Johnson, Al Smith, Raymond Moley and John L. Lewis. 

If one were to listen to all the high pitched and frenzied voices on the 

air, in the press and on the platform, one could come to think of the American 

people today as being confronted with the dread choice of one or two alternatives 

of disaster. If you vote for Mr. Roosevelt, yotrvote for disaster. That is the 

Republican opinion. If you vote for Willkie, you vote for disaster. That is 

Democratic opinion. If you votefor Mr. Roosevelt, you vote for a man who has 

already ruined the United States - that is the Republican version. It you 

vote for Mr. Willlcie, you vote for a man who will ruin the United States - that 

is the Democratic version. Roosevelt and his backers, accordi ng to the super-heated 

political campaign - those who believe in him are Reds ani war-mongers. On the 

other band, Willkie and his backers are Fascists am appeasers. Partizanship 

bas run riot in this campaign, more than is customary in political campaigns. 

Many people have become exceedingly intolerant, ha~e lost their own sense or 

proportion and perspective. That, my good friends, ie not wholesome in times such 

as these. Cl,.., ar thinking and deliberate sound juigment are more necessary than at 
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any time before. And it is not a pleasant s ectacle for friends of democracy to 

witness. I am afraid that the .American press has not contributed. much to moderation, 

temperateness, in the discussion of the political issues of the day. That holds 

true of course or our Cleveland newspapers as well. 

People have somehow persuaded themselves that the issues in this campaign 

are or important moment, that there exist vast, colossal and irreconcilable 

differences between parties, platforms and candidates, that no campaign in the 

last fifty or seventy-five years or a hundred years has been so critical and 

so momentous. They have somehow talked t hemselves into, or permitted others 

to talk them into believing that American destiny is at stake, that the American 

way of life is in the balance. 

Permit me to say, friends, in all modesty and in all reverence, that all 

this is "shtuss" and nonsense. It is either pure political auto-intoxication or 

the resultant frenzy of clever and calculated propaganda. I don't know of any 

campaign in recent years in which there was less i nvolved of decisive significance 

between the two major parties than this one. I can't recall a campaign where there 

has been more agreement on major issues, am greater similarity as to program and 

latform as in this campaign. I would like to get excited about this campaign, but 

I don't know how, and I don't know what about. 

Both parties and platforms and candidates are in substantial agreement with 

reference to American foreign policy. Both believe in maxiumum aid to the Allies. 

Both have approved of the exchange of destroyers for the leasing of naval bases. 

Both are opposed to appeasement. Both believe in keeping America out of war if 

possible. Both are opposed to the sending of American soldiers across the sea 

to fight in foreign wars. Both fBrties, both platforms, both candidates are for 

maxillum national defense. Both want America to be armed fully on land, on sea, 

and in the air. Both favored conscriptioft . 
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As far as domestic issues are concerned, I don't recall a campaign where 

there was less difference on domestic issues than in this campaign. The Republican 

candidate has accepted and has approved many of the measures of the so called 

"New Deal" of the last administration, though he condemned, for some unaccountable 

r ~ason, the New Deal program in toto, while approving of many of the measures. He 

has pledged his party to continue all the social and labor advances which have been 

made in recent ye rs. He feels, of course, that he can do it better, more economically. 

But there has been no oppositional program announced to excite the people, no threat 

to dismantle the New Deal, or the gains which have been made, or have been proved 

valuable and serviceable by other American people. No contradictory political 

philosophy has been announced. 

What, then, is all the excitement about? I am inclined to believe, good 

friems, that an outsider who is not acquainted irlth American political tradition, 

on listening to statesmen, statements and speeches of candidates and spokesmen of 

parties, would come to the conclusion that both President Roosevelt and Mr. Willjie 

would make excellent running-mates on the same ticket. 

Of course, there are varying nuances. or course there are unequal emphases, 

accents, stresses. Naturallyt But in most cases, I must confess that the distinctions 

which have been made are distinctions without differences. Thus, for example, 

while both candidates and parties are opposed to war am in favor of maxillum aid 

to the allies, Republican spokesmen, including Mr. Willkie, have criticized the 

President of the United States for having been to provocative in his attitme 

toward the dictators, or too eager to oppose them, and they maintain that this 

is courting war. At the same time, and in the same breath, they charge him with being 

a collaborator, as it were, in the Munich a peasement arrangement. That is being 

too anxious for peace. The f act of the matter is, ■7 dear friends, that the 

President's denunciations of the dictators will have nothing to do with the 

ultimate fact of whether we will have peace or war. 
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Hitler invaded Norway, Belgium, Holland whose statesmen and political 

leaders did not antagonize hiJI by all too-spoken words of denunciation. They raised 
his 

not a whisper in criticism of/policy o.f brutal aggression. They were docile. When 

Hitler decided it was to his advantage and timely to make war, he proceeded to do it. 

He needs no provocation. He provokes. When and if Hitler decides that he is in a 

position that is profitable to him to attack these United tates, he will not have 

to search long for an excuse for doing it. It is strange, my friends, that the very 

people who urge the sending o.f planes, munitions, destroyers to Great Britain with 

which to fight Hitler, regard those acts as less provocative than the President's 

calling a halt to some act of a dictator which is particularly and unspeakably a 

dirty act. 

Whoever is president of the United States will have to be very clear 

in his own mind where he stands, whether he wants peace, is for building up a 

national defense, and for aiding Great Britain t o defend herself from a man who 

is destroying Europe, whether he is for appeasement in one form or another -

appeasement which can only be the prelude to greater disaster. Arrl there can be 

no straddling on this issue. No candidate in a campaign should say anything 

that can be interpreted as meaning one thing to one man and another thing to 

another man. Times are too serious. 

It is, of course, clear that r. Willkie, if elected, will have a harder 

time in maintining a consistent and .firm attitude on the subject than will Kr. 

Roosevelt. Round Ur. Willkie have rallied, not at his request to be sure, all the 

forces of appeasement, and all the pro-Nazi and pro-Fascist forces in the 

country, not out of love for Mr. lillkie, but of course out of hatred of Mr. Roosevelt. 

I believe, however, that Ur. ffilllde's spiritual and factual integrity, rein.forced 

by the overwhelllling sentiaent of the American people and the people in hi" own 

party will enable hia, if elected, to resust that pressure from those .forces which 

have rallied round hill. 
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In this connection I should like to say that both Mr. Willkie and 

Mr. Roosevelt are. ren:iering a disservice to the cause which is dear to both 

of their hearts in repeating and repeating again, as if engaged in some game 

of competitive emphasis that they will never lead the American people into war. 

That is likely to strengthen the hands of the aggressor dictators at this time. 

Rome and Berlin a?Xi Moscow and Tokyo and Vichy may be misled by such statements 

unless qualified and defined. You may recall in the election of 1916, the 

slogan of that day was that President ilson "kept us out or war". The Kaiser 

misunderstood that slogan. He assumed that meant that our country regardless of 

what provcation, would not go to war and he intensified his military campaign. 

In less than six months after the election, America was in the war. It doesn't 

take two nations to make a war. It takes one nation. I am afraid that this 

competition between the two candidates as to who is more for peace might lead 

in these critical moments when so many decisions affecting human life - that 

it might mislead those who need no provocation to believe that America will 

reach for the sword. That would be a sad and a grievous mistake. 

Both Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Willkie and the Congress of the United States 

can be trusted to do their utmost to keep America out or war without sacrificing 

any of those vital interests of our national life without which war would be 

preferable to peace. People ought to remember in the excitement of this campaign 

that wars can occur in a republican administration just as in a democratic 

administration. 

As far as domestic issues are concerned, after you brush aside all the 

surface issues, specious fault-finding and the sniping of one party or the 

other, after you brush aside all the misstatements and the over-statements 

and political malice, what remains? What remains is just the traditional 

and quite idg legitiu.te tug of war at which has been going on in national 
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life between what you might call economic conservatism and progressive liberalism, 

all truth and all justice not altogether on one side or the other. 

The Republican Party in 1940 is still the party of business, itrlustry, 

capital, by am large a conservative party which will attract to itall those 

elements working in the~e fields - mostly people of the miclile and upper register 

of economic life - as well as certain rural sections of our population traditionally 

Republican. Now economicconserv~tism, my friends, is not a crime and does not 

necessarily mean Fascism, just as economic liberalism does not mean Communism. 

And it is highly desirable in a democracy that there be a strong party representing 

the slower tempo as a corrective to any excessive adventuresomness in the opposing 

party. 

Only a blind partisanship will maintain that in the democratic administration 

or the last seven or eight years there has been nothing to criticise, that it has 

been a perfect administration without faults am without blunders. The fact 

does remain that after seven or eight years, there are still millions of unemployed, 

there are still lllilllons in large sections of our country in want, and suffering 

privations. The fact remains .that there are millions who are still insufficiently 

housed. The fact remains a that there has 1101mted up a large national budgetary 

deficit, that some of the measures passed during this administration are economically 

unsound and some have been proved unconstitutional. The Republican Party has a 

legitimate place both in the economic and political life of America. 

The Democratic Party again represents, in 1940, what it had represented 

in recent years - the trend towards economic liberalism. Am it will a.tact 

this year as in previous years, by and large, the working men, the men in the more 

modest circumstances, in the lower registers of our economic life; also the 

liberal and progressive, the white collar classes, am large sections of our country 

which are historioa.117 democratic. And only a blind partisan will seek to poo-poo 

the achievements of the last adllinistration, try to discredit the real contribution 
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to the socia1 progress of America. Only a blind partisan will seek to reduce 

the s1£ure of President Roosevelt. President Roosevelt has been a great president -

one of the greatest in the history of America. And the measures which he succeeded 

in enacting for the improvement of thelightB and conditions of labor, for the 

defense of the rights of labor, for the relief of the \lllemployed, for the protection 

of our youth, and our civil conservation corps, and the youth administration, am 

the home owners who were threatened with the loss of their homes, with the 

rehabilitation of the farmer, for social security, for slum clearance, for sounder 

banking system, for the regulation of the securities market - I say, all these 

measures will remain as land-marks in the progress of America. They a .ce here to stay -

all those measures. Many will have to be revised, improved am enriched. There is 

no return, except to chaos. 

Mr. Willkie himself has understood that this unqualified talk about "free 

enterprise" is worse than meaningless today. So, as far as the ultimate issues are 

concerned, I can not see that there is th~s vast chasm separating the two parties 

that people need to ge-t so ·terrifically stirred up about. 

As for myself, perhaps a word ought to be said on that subject, too. 

Being an economic liberal, and were the Third Term issue not involved in this 

campaign, I should be votingfor President Roosevelt again as I did in the past. 
issue 

I know that some people feel that this/is not of sufficient importance to warrant 

a change of administration. I respect their point of view. I have no quarrel 

with them. I just happen to be different. I am not crusading for my point of 
take 

view and I refuse toliiiiii--- part of any • t I poll tical cam 11ign this year 

as in previous years. I did not expect that my point of view would be paraded 

on the backs of elephants. When .I was asked by a representative organ of public 

opinion in our city, of our newspapers, last August, whether I was still of the 

same opinion with reference to the Thurd Term, which I expressed in this pulpit 

as long ago as last March and which was widely reported in the local press, I 
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could not say anything but what was a fact - that nothing happened between March 

when I expressed that opinion, and in August when I was still of that opinion, to 

change my opinion. I believed t hen, and I believe now, that the tradition of 

rotation in office, the restricted tenure of office is a soum one, that the 

strength of democracy does not reside in any one man, however spendidly equipped, 

but in the constitution, law, in the people's capacity to produce adequate l eadership 

even in times of emergency. I believed then, and I believe now that granted a 

limitation on the tenure of office of the chief executive, it is possible in times 

of crisis to create for that chief executive great am even extreme power, am 

that if limitation is non-existent, it becomes r ather dangerous. 

I furthermore believed then, and I believe now that a president of the 

United States contemplating the possibility of unlimited tenure in office may see 

to it that no competitor in officer ever arise to supplant him. In other words, 

instead of building up a competent successor, the tendency might be to eliminate 

some promising important figure for fear of competiti on • . The iDlportant consideration 

about this issue of the Third Term is not that it is a tradition. Traditions may 

outlive their usefulness. The important thing in this tradition is that it is 

more imperative today than at any time in the past and it would not to be set 

aside by a great democrat, a lover of democracy like Roosevelt. At a time when 

free governments are collapsing all over the world, when the trend is for 

unlimited power for men b of destiny, it would have been a great service to 

democracy all over the world for the head of the greatest free government in 

the world to re-affirm his faith in the democratic processes, by relinquishing 

his office at the end of the second term. 
as 

But though I regn.rd this issue/very serious, serious enough to determine 

my vote, I can not become hysterical even at the possibility of its being set aside 

in the forthcOllli.ng election. It would be a great loss, but certainly not a calamit7. 
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To sum up these thoughts of mind on the coming election: I am perhaps 

one of the few in the United States who believes that America will have occasion 

to congrrtulate itself on November 6 regardless of who is elected. Both men are 

fine and sturdy types of American citizenry. Both are pledged to a vigorous 

foreign policy. Both are committed to maximum aid to Great Britain. Both are 

foes of appeasement. Both President Roosevelt and Mr. Willkie have given evidence 

in act and in word of their earnest effort to maintain unity of American life 

and to resist all those disruptive forces which are out to disintegrate the 

spiritual integrity of America and to kindle racial and religious hatred. 

The record of Mr. Roosevelt is an open book and an illustrious record. Mr. 

Willkie fought the Ku Klux Klan, in this very state, long before ha had 

any thought of running for the presidency of the United States. In his forthright 

and spirited utterances during his campaign in which he rejected specifically 

and by name all proffer of support from individuals and groups poisoned with 

racial and religious bigotry are what we have the right to expect from the 

standard bearer of the great party whose founder was Abraham Lincoln - and we 

have not been disappointed. 

This brings me to my last words: There is no Jewish issue involved 

in this campaign. And there is no Jewish vote going as a bloc to one candidate 

or another. Jewish citizens will vote on November 6 their convictions am 

preferences just as all other citizens. The Jewish vote will be divided along 

social and economic lines exactly as the general vote. Among the upper and 

middle classes there will be a general trend towards Willkie, and among the working 

classes, towards Roosevelt. That will be true all over the country. To be 

sure, President Roosevelt's championing or the American way of lite against 

the totalitarian will influence a a substantial number or Jewish citizens to 

vote for him this year who llight have voted for the Republican cwt••t candidate. 

That is their privilege. That is their right. I ua sure that that will hold 
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true of a great number of other nationality groups in the United t ates - of the 

Poles, the Czechs and all other groups who have a particular interest in crushing 

Nazism overseas. 

Those super-heated Republicans who raise the "Jew for Roosevelt" cry forget 

to raise, at the same time, the "German for Willkie" cry, s.nd the "Italian for 

Willkie" cry. Generally this argument is a form of intimidation which should 

be spurned. The Jew should vote not on the basis of how his vote might be 

interpreted by somebody else. He should vote his basic convictions, bis basic 

loyalties to basic American principles. 

I often hear Republicans say: "Why do all Jews vote for Roosevelt?" 

as if the Jewish vote will be motivated by other than American considerations, as 

if all the bankers in Wall Street will vote for the Republican ticket out of 

sheer altruism. 

Most of the Jews in the United States voted for Mr. Roosevelt in 1956. But 

so did most other American citizens. How else could he have won in forty-six 

out of forty s t ates? The Jews are centered in large urban centers which are 

largely democratic. And if Mr. Roosevelt is re-elected in 1940, I assure you 

it will not be on the strength of the Jewish vote, which at best represents 

about three percent of the total vote which will be cast in the United States. 

It is amazing that the very people - most of them are anti-Semitic - who now 

make the charge "Jews for Roosevelt" have been making the charge that Je is also 

con">l the press of the United States. And the press today is ninety percent for 

Mr. Willlde. 

And so my own conclusions about this campaign, dear friends, is that it is 

just another major election in which two parties whose platforms are basically 

llllli remarkably alike, one aspiring to remain in power, and the other to get 

into power. Arn whichever party wins, America will survive. 
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PfflESTlnE EffiERGEnCY commlllff 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
ROOM 1111 

N E W YORK CITY 

MURRAY HILL 2 -3 754 

October 28th, 1940 

In connection with my visit to Cleveland 
will you please note that I expended the sum of 

55. 

I should appreciate your sending me a 
check for this amount at your convenience. 

Cordially yours, 

fa.hum Goldmann 

NG. 
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of the opinion that America will m..ve occasion to con rat late itself on 

November 6th reg rd.less of who is elected. Both men a e fine and sturdy types of 
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both pledged to a vigorous foreign policy, both committed to a program of maximum 
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preferences just as all other citizens. The Jewish vote will be divided along 

social arxi economic lines exactl as the general vote. Amo the upper and 

middle classes th re will be a trend tow rds Mr. Willkie, and among those of lesser 

income and the working class s, there will be a trend towards . Roosevelt. 

To be sure, President Roosevelt's courageous cham ioning of the democratic way 

of life as against the totalitarian will influence a substantial number of Jewish 

citizens to vote for bill who might otherwise have voted the Republican icket. ut 
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THOUGHTS O THE co TNC CTION 

Partisanship h ~ run rio in thi 1-n d anz . eople -- v los the r 

se e or proportion an rs9ectl e. This i not v ry ;holo~om in ti eP a ch s 

these ich call for clear thinkin '.nd deli r te j gment. Th 

am afra· , ' snot co >ributed much to brine abut moder -tion ani 

our olitic di cussions. 

nric 

erat ne .s n 

en ha a b en pBrsuad t elievs tha t the i s sues in this c, pai are of 

epochal oment, t dt the ent·r f 1 ure of~ e ica. hangs u on ·ts outco~, and t t 

thare are st .nd irreconciL1 1 diff nces be+ een t ~to jor ti . 

Pe it me to .. in 11 modesty 

olitictl uto-intoxic tion, o_ t er~ 

ropagand. 

rev rence tat all thi~ is either sheer 

tsn r n of clever an calcu.l·ted 

I know of no ca'!lpaign in r c nt e· r in 1 c e e las involved of 

decisive s·gnific nee bet· nth ·O I can not rec 11 oolitic 1 er .... ~i 
~ u 

in hich there as ore agree-nent on j or i c; ues and g e t r simi ri ty to 

political platform than in t is c Ja.ign. - r 1 l • , I do not kno . h t eople re 

gettin• excited bu. 

Both .- rt· e ... ' nd c did t .... . :. -e in 

policy. Both favor aximum aid to Gre!J.t }rit in. 

Both are for . eepi ' America out of r, an 

otb re ~ ainst a )oeasement. 

emin our oldiers ov rsea. 

Both are or xi.mum tional efen e. Both n "d te favored conscrip ion. 

As ar as domestic i,:;, u ·re concerned, th Republic . c id'te has 

accepted nd ap.roved ru ny of the ure of th · l. H0 has pled ed 

him el£ and hi --art"' to continue n rly 11 oc·a1 rogr ive 4 urea oft e 

la t dministr tion. le feels, of course, t • t he cwld do it better or ■ore 

econoaically. But he has offered no op?Qsitional .ro raa, no cont d ctory philo ophy, 

and no thre t to disD1&.Dtle what has been achieTed h retof'ore. 
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I am persua ed th tan out id r ho is not cquainted th 

c mpaign ould be inclined to s get th· t r sident osevelt 

would e exce : lent runni tes on t he same t·cket. 

ric· political 

d r. illkie 

There re, or course, v :-ying nuances d d • rrerent accent , e phases, 

but in o~t in tances, I ur.t confess t at the di tinct:ons re ·thout diff ranees. 

If one brushes aside the urface issues, t ...e ~pecious r ult-finding, the ni ing, 

the mis-st' te ents nd ov r-s tements incid t to all c pai s, what remains is 

the traditio land ouit l e ti te tug of r bet een economic conserv tism and 

economic lib Jralism, nd all truth and j tice are not altogether on one side or 

the other. 

The Re~ublican Part till emains th arty of busine. s, ini try 

capital, and will attract to itself in 1940 all t ose conserv: tive elemen s. Economic 

conservatism is not Fascism just as economic liberalfsm is not Co unism. It is 

highly desirable in a democra T that here exist a stron political . rt , ch 

represents the slo er tempo as a corrective to an exce sive adventuresomenesr. in 

the o. osing rty. 

Only blind partisanship ill aintain th.it t . re s nothing to criticis in the 

past democratic adminis• ration. The millions ho a r P st·11 unemployed, the millions 

ho are sti 1 insuff ciently hou ed and fed, th r ~agg ring ublic debt, so of 

the unsoun:i economic measures pas ed by the ad.ministr· tion are l e it te ~ubjects 

for politic criticism. The Democr tic P rty in 1940 ill a ain re re ent the 

trend toward economic li ralisa and 11 attract, by nd large, labor, those 

on the lo r econOlllic levels, pro res ives ene~lly, and sect·ons of our c unt17 

which re historic lly democratic. Only blind rtisanship ill to di credit 

the ub tanti achievement or the st admini tr tion, or 11 try to reduce the 

s ture ot President Roosevelt ho h b_en a gre t Pres dent - one of ur gr0 te t. 

The e surea ich he succeeded in haTi enacted tor the iapro ant or t 1.U'e 

and ccmditio of labor, nd tbs definition or their rights, for the relief or the 
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unemployed, for the youth of our n: tion, 

banking yst , th reg tion of the 

or social security, 

curities r et, 

lum c e ranee , a ounder 

1 .d: r' ~int e 

proLres of rica, and a eh r p to sty. To gob ck i tor turn to ch-os. 

,ill ie, hi self, under tands th tun lified 1k about "fr e ent rprize" is 

orse than ningle s. 

• 

Bein economic lib r 1, , r t he Thi-id T not involved in h re ent 

campaign, I should be voting for -r. Roosevelt ain on lfovembe 5th. I kno th re 

re ny eo le ho feel t t this i '"' sue is not of uff'ici nt :lapor nc to • rr nt 

a cha e in d.Jaini tr tion. Ir sect their vie oint. I thi dif e ntl. e 

tradition of rot· tion in of ice and r tricted tenure i so on. It implies t 

the strength of democracy does not re i e in any one n ho·.ev r splendidly e uipped, 

but in is syst of re re ent tive ov nt, in th n tioris con. titution, las 

d free institutions, nd in h eo le1 s c 1pacit 1 to ~roduc ad ;ue.t le rship 

even in times of e .-ge cy. G t limit tion upon tenure in ffice it is 

possible, in times of crisis uch 

the hands of the chief xecutive . 

this, to lace re t and even extre e po r in 

On er tem he e th enure of o fice is 

unlillited, uch a r actise is highly ngerous . Furth rmore, a president contemp ti 

the possibility of re ln.in in office in efinit ly, y ee to it no co petitor 

ver arise to challenge hi occupanc in office. It is no hecau e it is 

tradition, but because the tradition is even ore i.Ja r tive tod t ninth t 

that Pre i ent Roosevelt shoul not h ve ·gnore it. t • t hen opular 

government ~s collap ing all o r th orld, 

he direction or the concentr t:lon of po er fo 

or en o e tiny, r, i nt Roo evelt uld 

hen the trend s o ro in 

n unlimited ti in th h ms 

ve re red an hi oric Qervice to 

the cause or democracy r he, as Pr s· ent o the 

ad re-affirmed hi- a t in the democrat c roe . 
at the end r his second term. But, thou h re 

in m vot , c not 

re te t rr e .ati on on rth, 

s b. r lin ui h1 

rd t i U8 

his o ice 

v r rious, 

eri enough to ete 

o si ility of it bei t id int forthc-.-..~~ 

by t ic 

lecti n. 

ev t th 

It ould 
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distinct lo s, but not a c .lamity. 

I am or t..lie opinion th t erica ·11 ve occacion to con tuate itself 

on November 6, reg rdless or ho is lect res·dent . Soth en a e r·n nd 

sturdy t· pes or rican citizenry, oth devot d t the run . tals o Am lean 

e ocrac, oth pledged to a vigorous .ore · olicy. Both Pre· t Roo v lt 

r. illkie have given vidence in ct ~nd in speech oft ei r bro d tol r nee d 

of their earnest resolve to . in in the spi rit un·t of tt.roe rica bj ting ·11 

tho e disruptive forces k> sow reli ious nd raci 1 hatred in our country. 

I should also li~e to ma.:<e t his Qtate1 ent: Th re is no J .ish sue involved 

in this c :mp i gn, d t ere is no Je ish vote going s block t one c ndid te 

or another. Je ish citizen will vo e tJ eir convictions and r ef rences just s 

all other citizens. The Je ish voe 11 be divided ong soci am economic 

lines exactly as . he general vote. To be ure, 

ot Jes ho vigorously pprovi of President 

the deaocr . tic ay of lire a a inst the tot lit ri , 

ho aigbt ot he ise have voted th0 Republican T· ·ket. 

of other groups as ell - nglish, Poles, ix Czechs, 

ill be u tantial number 

t •s cour geous ch ionin or 

ill vote for hia this year 

This 111 hold true, of course , 

tc. - J us s th e 111 be a 

substantial number or Ger - e leans nd Italian-Americ s o ill vot for 

r. Willkie because or t he ·r v ~gorous disao rov 1 r r. Roosevelt 's forei policy. 

ost or the Jes or the United St ts voted or res· ent R osev 1 in 1 36. 

So did ao5t other Am rican citi ens, else r. oo ev lt could not v on in 

forty-six out or forty-eight s tes. And if he is re-elect d ain in 1940, 

will not be a the rasult or th Je sh vote, hich con t·tut s jw.t thre rcent 

of the t otal vot . ich will be c st. 
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litler invaded Norway, Belgium, Holland hoe t tes en and political 

l eaders di not antagonize him by all too-spoKen ords of enunciation. They rai~ed 
his 

not whisper in criticism of/policy of bru l aggression. They ere docile. ihen 

Hitler decided it was to his advan ge nd timely to ma..Ke ur, he proce ded t o do it. 

He needs no provocation. He provokes. 'hen nd if r'itler decides t t e :sin a 

position that is profitable to him to attack the ·e United -t·tes, e il not ve 

to se·rch long for an excuse for doin it. It is strange, my rr·ends, tlat tho ve 

people ·ho urge the sending of pla.nes, munitions, destroyers to Great Britain .~th 

hich to fight Hitler, reg· rd those acts as l ess ~rovocative t lan t e Pres: dent's 

culling a halt to some act of a dictator ·hich is _articularly and un ¥e' bl a 

dirty act. 

oever is president of the United t ates 11 h veto be very cle r 

in his own mind here he ta.lids, hether e ants ce, is for buildin up a 

n ttonal defense, and for iding Gre t Britain to e end herself from a an· o 

is destr ying Europe, hether he is for a easement in one fo or another -

appeasement hich can only be the relude to gre t er disaster. And there can be 

nos raddling on this issue. No candidate in a cam a·gn hould s y anything 

that can be inter rated as m aning one thing to one man nd another t · ing to 

another man. Ti ee re too serious. 

It is, of course, clear th t r. illkie, if elected, ·11 have h rder 

time in maintining a consistent and firm attitude on the subject t han will r. 

Roosevelt. Rund r. ,illkle ve rallied, not this request to es , 11 

forces of aµpeasement, and all the ro- lazi and re-Fascis t forces in the 

e 

country, not out of love for • illkie, but of cour~e out of hatred of r. Roosevelt. 

I believe, ho ever, that r. illkie's sp·ritual and factual inte rity, reinforced 

by the over helming entiment of the erican eople and .e peop e in hi o 

arty will enable him, if elected, to resust t t re sure from those rces uich 

haver llied round hi. 
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In this connection I hould like to a th both .. r . ill ie and 

r . Roosevelt re r endering a di s ser~ : ce t o the cause hich i s ear to both 

of t heir hearts in repeating and repe ting a yain, as if en- ged in some O e 

of co peti tive em basis th t t . ey ill never lead the ~erican _eople into ·r. 

That is 1~ ely to str ngthen the hands of t he ag ressor dictators at t his time . 

Rome and Berlin and oscow and Tok.o and Vi ch may be · sled b such st- te ents 

unless qualified and defined . You may recall in the election o. 1916, t he 

slo an of t h t day wa0 tha t Pres ident .,ilson •·et ue out of ar". The KL.iser 

isunde stood t h~ t slogan . He a . :--umed that eant hat our country regardles of 

":h t . rovcation, ould not go to ar and he intens • fied his ili t ry c· pai n . 

I lens than six months after t he election, rica .as in th ar. I t - oesn't 

t ke ton tion to a e r . It t kes one nation. I afraid hat t . is 

competition bet een the t ·,o cand:.d· tes a.r, to ho i o e or : ace mi ht le d 

in t hese critical momenta w: en so man· deci::;ions ·.-acting human life - t bD. 

it might mislead those :ho need no rovocation to believe t hat hme ·ica ·11 

r · ach f r the s ord . TI \,ould be a sad and a rievous mi st ke . 

Both r . oo evelt and r . illkie ad t he Congre s of the United t es 

can be trusted to do their utmost to ' eep rica out of r i thout acrificing 

any of those vital int re ts of our n~t : onal life without hich ar ould b 

refer ble to ce. eo le o h to reme b9r int' exci tement of this c paign 

t .at ·ars can occur in a republic a ini tr· tion just as in a democratic 

•ini tr t i on . 

s fur as do estic i ssues e c ncerned, after yo br sh asi e 1 the 

surface issues, ~ ecioll.8 f • ult-finding d the sniping of one rty or the 

other, after you bru h aside all the misstate ents and tle ov r- t te .ents 

d olitic malice, hat re ains? n t re ain is jut the tr .d·tional 

and uite twig le itimate tug of ar Jd hich h been going on in national 
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lif'e bet\l 0 en what you might call economic conserv tism and progre·ssive liberalism, 

all truth and all justice not altogether on one s i de or t he other. 

The Republican Part in 1940 is still the party of business, industry, 

caJital, b: and large a conservative . arty hich ill attract to itall those 

elements orking in thee fields - mostly people of the middle and upper register 

of economic life - a well as certain rural sections of our opulr1tion tr.,,di tionally 

Republican. No economicconserv tism, my friends, is not a crime and does not 

necessarily mean Fascism, just as economi c liberalism does not mean Communism. 

And it is highly desirable in a democracy that there be a "'trong party repre:;enting 

t he slower tempo as a corrective to any exce~sive adventuresomness in the o posin 

_:)arty. 

Only a blind partis&.nship will maintain tMt in the democratic ad.mini·tr tion 

of t he last seven or eight years there has been nothing to criticise, that it has 

been a perfect administr -tion without faults an dthout blunders . The fact 

doe remain that after seven or eight years, t here !1re still millions of unemployed, 

th re are still millions in large sections of our country in tant, an, suffering 

priv tions. The fact remains that there -- re millions ho are ~till i sufficiently 

hous ed. The fac remains• that there has motm.ted up a large national budgetiry 

deficit, th&t some of the measures pass d during this administr· .. tion are economically 

unsound and some have been proved unconstitutional. The Republican P&rt has a 

le i timate place both in the economic and J011 ti cal lif of America. 

The Democratic Party again represents, in 1940, hat it had represented 

tn recent years - the trend to · rd economic lib~ralism.. And it ·ill ati:act 

this ye r s in Jrevious years , b:;· an l arge, the ·orking men, the men in t he more 

mode~t circum nces, in the lover. register of our economic life; also the 

liberal and progressive, the ··liite collar cla ses, and large sections of our country 

ich are historically democr tic. And only a blind rtisan will seek to poo-poo 

achieTements of the last adminietr tion, try to discredit the real contribution 
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to the rocial _rogres s of America. Onl a blind rtisan will eek to r educe 

t s~ure of r resi dent Roosevelt. President Roosev lt ha. been a gre t )res · , e. t -

one of e e test in th history of America. n t '1e e ures ch he cceeded 

in enacti ng for t he improvement of t he · n:, condi ions of labor, or t e 

de"e se of t h r·_ghts of la or, for the relief of t he unem_loyed, . or t ie µ ot ection 

of our jouth, and our civil conserv~tion cor s, a~d t he youth admini vr · tion, d 

t e ~ome o.n rs ho 1e r e thre· t ened ith t e lo s of the i r ho es, .: th the 

reha ilitr tion of the armer, fa~ social security, for slum cle ranee, ~or iounder 

b n ,.ing system, for t he reg l a.tion of t he cec iri ties m-- r et - I say, all t h e 

me sures v.ill remain as land-m~rks in t he _regress of America. The G ·eh ·e to y -

all t hose measures. Jany i 1 have to be revised, improved 

no ret n, exce t to ~haos. 

enr ched. er e is 

~r. :illkie himself has unders tood t • t ti ualified k &.but "free 

enter ri e• is .orse t han me· ningless toduy. ~o, a f a r as the ultiIDE1 e i~ ~u s · re 

concerned, _ can not S '1 e t hat the e is t his vast cbasm epar a t ng ti1e t o .- · r i es 

that . eople need to get so terrifically stirI·ed un bout. 

As for myself, Jerhaps a · ord ou 1 t to be said on that 0 ubj ect, too• 

Being an economic liberal, and .·ere t he Th rd Term i sue not involve in this 

c a ign, I should e votingfor- .. re,.ident Roosevelt again s I did in th a past. 
issue 

I 1{no at some people feel t . t this/ ls not of suffic • ent im?ort.R.nce to ·arr· nt 

a change of a.dministr tion. I respect t heir point of vie • I -iave no ·_uarrel 

·th t e~. just ha ?81 to be different. I .am not crusadine ~or my point or 
take 

view and I refuse toll- • :'art of any ••- . oli tical cam aign Li ye ar 

in )revious years. I did not expect t1 t y point of vie· woul be • raded 

on th acks o eleph nts. men s.~ • s>ed b~ a re. resen ti ve organ of blic 

opin"on in our city, of our ne ~ ap~r, l st August, hether I a still oft e 

s e opinion i th reference to the Thurd Term, hich I e re ed in thi ul it 

as long ago as 1 t arch and which wa widely re orted in th loc 1 press, I 
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could not ~uy anythin but :hat a~ f ct - t not'.in ene et ·een ·•, re 

.. en I exp essed tha o inion, and in Au u t i 'hen I c still o t.f opin"on, t0 

c ·nge my opinion. I believed then, and I ~lievc no, at t'e tradition of 

rot tion in office, the res ricted terrure of of ice ~s a sound one, th the 

strength of emocracy does not resi e in an~ one man, o ever s~iendi y e~ui ed, 

but in the constitution, a , • n the eo. le 1 s ca )aci y to ·lroduce , d eq a. t~ 1 aders ip 

even in ti es of e;ne ency. I bcl • e-•ved t' .en , and I be .:.eve o·· 4- h• t ur:.. nted a 

limit~ tion on the tenure of office of t '1e chief e:,ecu ive , it • s osni le in 

of crisis to ere te for tl t chief executive gre ta even . tre~e _o:er, and 

th t if limi tion is on-existent, it beco~eE r ther angerous . 

I furthermore believed then, and - eliev~ nor• th t a re iden of the 

nited ... t~.tes cont lating the o ~ibility of unlimited tenure i n o fice may see 

to it th t no com eti r in office~ ever ·rise to SUJ la.nt him . In other :o s, 

instead of building up a competent successor, t et nc mi ~ht e to el 

so. e romisi4g important figure for fe 0 r of competit n . The im ortun con~i e ation 

a.but this i sue o the Third T rm is not that it :s a r dition . Tr•ritions ma 

utlive their usefulness. The impor nt ting in his r nd:tion i t tit s 

more i er tive ·o,ay th t ny time in ,e ?at an it ould not to e ~e 

asi e by great democr t, e lover of -e~oc acy 1~ ~ce Roo5evelt . At a time ~hen 

free gov r ents r e collapsing all overt.he, rld, hen he tr dis for 

uni· ited power for en b of destiny, it ould have been a gre~ ervice t0 

democrucy all over the ·.orld for the :iead of the gre te t free governm nt in 

the •-;orld to rc-a!'firm hi fai in the emocr tic processes , 

his office at the end of the second term. 
as 

reli '.uishln 

But t hough I reg rd this ·~suef; ry erious, erious enough to .ete ne 

m r vote, .... can not beco eh rt ric 1 even at the o si !lit of its ir.g aside 

in the fort comin~ election. It ould a gre t loss, t ce nly no a c~1am1ty. 
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To sum up thece thoughts of mind on the coming election: I am er ps 

one of the few in the United States ho believes th t erica 1 have occa ion 

to con r tulate itself on ovomber 6 reg rd.less of .ho i elected . Both men are 

fine and sturd· types o ericcn citi ency. Both are ?ledged to a vi rous 

foreign _olicy. Both are committed to maximum aid to Great Brit in. Bo hare 

foes of a pea ement. Both Pre~ioent Roo evelt and ·-r• ·111 ie have iven evidence 

in ct ·nd in ord of th ir e,rnest effort to oaintain unity of &meric n life 

and to re~ist all tho e disruptive f orces .hich are out to di ·nte rate the 

spiritual integrity of 1 erica ana to ld.ndle rac ial and reli ious hatred. 

The record of ~r. Roosevelt is an open book and an illu~triouc record . . 1r. 

,illkie fought the u Klux Klan, in this very state, lon before he had 

any thought of rtmning for the presj_dency oft e United 8 tee . In his forthright 

and spirite utterances during hi crun ~ign in hich e rejected s ecifically 

and by ame all )roffer of s ort from individual ·nd groups oisoned ·th 

raci land religious bigotry are hat ,e have the right to expect from the 

standord be rer of the gre t ?art y hoce founder ·~ Ahr ~ham Lincoln - d .e 

have not been disa. ointed. 

This brings me to my lat ords: There is no Je~~ h i~sue involved 

int e campaign. nd there i no Je sh vote going a a bloc to one candidate 

or nother. Je ·ish c tizen ~11 vote on November 6 their conviction arrl 

preferences just as all other citizens. The Je ish vote ill be divided along 

soci al and economic lines exactly ~ the general vote. Among the upper· d 

middle classes thee will be a eneral trend to ards rillkie, and among the or1 ing 

clas es, to ~rd~ Roosevelt. t ill be true all over the country. To be 

sure, President Roosevelt 's championin of the Americ·n ay of life against 

the totali rian 111 influence a n subst ntial number of Je ish citizens to 

vote for h this year who might have voted for the Republ can al••t candidate. 

tis t eir prirllege. Th· t ·st eir right. I ure that t hat 11 hold 
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true or a great num er of other nation lity groups in the United ~t· tes - of the 

oles, the Czechs nd all other groups who have 

Nazism overseas. 

articular intere tin cruPhing 

Those uper-heated Republicans who raise the •Je for Roosevelt• cry forget 

tor ise, at the same time, the •German or illkie• cry, and the •It lian for 

Willkie• cry. Generally this argument is form of intimidation ~hich should 

be spurned. The J e . should vote not on the basis of ho his vote might be 

interpreted somebody el~e. He should vote his basic convictions, his basic 

loyalties to basic Am~ricen . rinciples. 

I often her Republicans sayt • y do all Jews vote for Roosevelt?" 

as if the Je ish· vote will be motivated by other than Am r·c n consi derL tions, as 

if all the bankers in al l treet will vote or 1 ~ Re ublican t _cket out of 

sheer altrui sm. 

o t of t he Je s in the United .t tes d for r. Roocevelt in 19~6. 

so did mot other Am rican citizens. Ho else could he have on in forty- ix 

out of forty tes? The Je. s are cent red in l arge ur centers hich re 

1 rgely ~emocratic. And i f r. Roowevelt 1~ re-elected in 1°40, I a . ure ou 

it will not be on the strength of t he J vish vote, hich t best r present 

ab ut thre-3 percent of t he total vote hich ill be ca~t ·n the United t tes. 

It : s zing that the very eople - most of them are anti- ·emitic - ho nc 

make the ch rge •Je a for Roosevelt• h ve been making the charge th~t Jes lso 

contt>l the preee of the United tea. d 1e res s tod·y is ninet ercent for 

r. illkie. 

t 

An s~ my o~n conclu8ions about this campaign, der. r friems, is th tit is (\ 

jut another major election in which t ;o t rtiee whose platforms are basically 

- reaaarkabl.7 alike, one a iring to remain in po er, nd the other to get 

into po er. And hichever art ins, America will survive. 




