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T I _ ORTAL cTORY OF T GREEKS 'D T !E J S 

By 
Rab 1 Abba Hillel ilver. 

At 
The Temple 

On 
un , oming, D cemb r 29 , 140 
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In the year 165 B.C.E. the Greeks were locked in a mortal combat with the 

Jews of Judea who were fighting each other. In the ~r~Rr 1Q40 o: +' e Co ~on ~ra , 

the Greeks and the Jes are united in a common struggle gainst a c mmon oe who 

has threatened the existence of both of these peoples . hat the Jews Jdm were 

resisting in those distant days when they we·~e attacked by Antiochus 1piphanes , 

is the same dar< menacing thing mich the Greeks and Jews are resistin; today -

aggre~sion and totalitarianism. 

Antiochus IV, Anti chus the Illustrious, head of a vast empire ·1hich 

included both Greece and Palestine as well as many other countries, was bent 

upon urther conquest and was determined to coordinate hi~ empire still further, 
the 

to impose uoon it an ancient "Gleichschaltung", to rivet upo~ny -oeo_les of 

his kingdom t~e iron bars of uniformity, cultural uni~ rmity , religious uni ormity 

as ell as poli ical submissiveness. 

Antiochus of the Second Century before the Co on Era no longe represented 

the free enlightened democratic and tolerant sp'rit of classic Hellas which had 

seen its olden age some three hun red years before his y. The Greece of the 

Age of Pericles , ~erhaps th~ greatest age mankind has ever litnessed -- that 

age hich produced a whole galaxy of dynamic men in every field of human errleavor 

Phichas, Socrates, Herodotus, Sophicl s -- th~t ge belongs in the pat . 

Greece of th Age of Antiochus Epiphanes as a conquere1 count ·1hich 

constituted a part, nd only a small part of a great empi e which had been carved 

out of the vast em.ire which Alexander the Greut had created. 

The Helenistic cult re and civilization which Antiochus ~piphanes represented, 

hile it till po essed much of the color and brilliance of the Hellenic culture 

of the great da s of Greece, neverthele slacked much of tu greatne sand 

originality, of fine balance of intellectual and arti tic . The 

Helenistic culture of the Se ond Century as somew at deca ent. It reoresented 

pa anism in its decline. 

And politically, it reJresented somethi ~ hich was anti-Greek in spirit -

the rinci le of absol te mon rchi m and the rinci le of subjug tion t ough 
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the imperialism of other people . 

The Jews of the econd Century were not im erv· ou t the fascirution of 

Helllenistic culture . They recognized an? ackno1 Jaid tribute to the 

artistic and intellection tradition of the great Gree!( cultllre . Many Je~s at that 

time , even in Palestine , sooke Greek . The great Jewish community in Alexandria 

and in Egypt were saturate with Greek culture . In fact , after the First Century 

B. C. E. the Bible is said to have been translated for the Jews into Greek becau e 

that nas the speech of thei daily lives . The Jews ere not averse to adopting 

Greek manners , Greek dress . 

But the best among t em also knew that in their om Jewish culture, in 

th ir orofoundly religious monotheistic culture , there were spiritua and moral 

values hich were decidedly superior to the moral values in He lenism . They 

were convinced that the world needed Jewish contribut·on jus t as much as it 

needed Greek contribution. 

So when Antiochus Epiphanes called on all the people of his empire to 

leave his law and his faith , hen he called on eve people to surre er its 

o~n culture , the Jews alone among all the heathen people of those days , refused . 

No pagan every die~ for his religion . All the other oeoples .,ere ool heistic. 

They were pagan, irlolatroys . The Jews alone ere monothei tic . o that while 

all the other people • lded readily t() the principle of coordim tion , the .J e ·s 

resisted . When they resisted, Antiochus Epiphanes ordered sup re ~sion . He 

forbade the observance of th ~ sabbath or holidays . He forbade the te c hing 

of Judais~ in the schools . He burned Jev.ish books . He set up alt rs arrl 

shrines of Jupiter Olympus in the mosts cred shrine of I~ruel . He erected 

local shrines to local deities all over ale ~tine . He reinstituted many of tnose 

li 6ientous rituals which had existed int e early days and he decree de th to 

all who disobeyed . 

The Jews di obeyed . They resi ted . 

many. The fled into the mountains . The 

They revolted . The fe• a ainst the 

e hunt d . The 1ere rra ed . A 
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price was put on their heads. They knew they were outnumbe ed. They new that 

the contest was unequal. But they also knew th~t the soul of the race had been 

exalted. They knew that the soul was something worth fighting for. That is 

an inescapable challenge that can not be ignored whether you a re few or hether 
or 

you are many. Whether you are sure of victory/of defeat -- fight you mus t! They 

also believed as t heir forefathers before them, and their des cendants since, 

tha t with God it is all one to help wi th many or with few. So they waged 

at first a guerrilla warfare. They attacked small outposts and they joined battle 

at irst with smaller units and then with larger units. Before each battle, 

the'r great and inspired leader, Judah the ~accabee, strengthened their spirit, 

inspired and encouraged tnem and admonished them and said: "Fea r ye not their 

multitude!" 

And the story of Chanukah is the story of how the spirit triumphed over 

force, and how the weak in number but strong in f aith triwnphed over those strong 

in number but weak in faith . The eternal miracle ha pened as it frequently 

happened. The little people triumphed over the great people. 

That, my friends, is the immortal story of Israel through the ages. 

Chanukah is but one incident in that long mi l lennial story, and the triumph of 

the Maccabees, the triumph of the few over the many is but one in a series of 

triumphs. The same story can be told of Egypt, ssyria and Babylon, and Rome 

and bpain and Czarist Russia. It will be the same triumph of the few '.gainst 

the many in the ultimate triumph over Hitlerism. 

Now the interesting thing about it i that this is the same immortal story 

of the Greeks. The valor of the Greeks in 1940 which has evoked the admiration 

and acclaim of all the civilized world - what remains of the free world of mankind 

is the same valor of tha t little people _of more than one hundred years ago 

when it fou ht for its political independence against vast and overwhelming odds . 

It is the same quality of valor and heroism which this same little people mani ested 
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many many centuries ago -- twenty-five hundred ears ago, when it resisted 

the vast Persian 1mpire and forced it back into the Orient. 

The Greeks, too, like the Jews, have always been a small eople. And t,ey 

al~ays inhabited, like the Jews in Judea, a small little country. Today t eir 

popula tion is no more seven million and they live within an are of fifty s uare 

miles, only one-fifth i arable. Yet these two small peoples, inhabiting s 11 

spots on the face of the earth, politically weak -- these to people molded 

the civilization of mankind. The Greeks, li~e the Jews, were politically free 

only for a relatively short time in t heir long history. The Gr 0 eks lived 

under the yoke of foreign conouerors and oppressors for many many gener·::t tlons. 

And the Greeks knew persecution, ~nd massacre and refugees like the Jes. 

And the Greeks, today, in 1940, like the Jews, are fighting des .er · tely 

for t heir n tional survival. Ther both have t he s e foe. Nazism, Fascism, 

is seeking to destroy them as it is seeking to destr • t he Jews. The reeks 

are fighting today with r dauntlessness of spirit w ·ch might well serve as an 

example for us Jews, a dauntlessness of spirit hich ·s reminiscent to the spirit 

of the accabees, and of others of their great heroes of their golden p st 

Leonides, iltiades, Aristides. 

The few gainst the many. Think of it~ . ussolini sent his vast cohorts 

hi highly advertised invincible army which was to conquer the ~orld into 
a 

Greece and was tr pped.. . And those vast cohorts were be,. ten into7 shame le s 

headlon run by the forces of little Greece - so much so tha t hi Duce, this 

miniature Napoleon of the Twentieth century now hac- to c 11 in Nazi troops to 

help him crush the littl e peoole of Greece. 

ihat victory of the fe against the many! Wh t victory for spirit, 

and ·Aring and courage! hat a victory for humanity! 

This triumph of the s_irit of modern Greece and Alb nia will t ke its 

pl ce, my : riends along with all the great Greek victories of the pat, and along 

ith t e i rathon , ·and alon with the victory• of 
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of a handful of Spartans, three hundred in nwnber, who defied a vast army of 

Persia a.nd said : "They shall not passt" The modern victories of t he Greeks 

will take t heir place along with Salamis and . Their story will go 

down in his tory with tha t story which was taught to us when we s tudied the 

History of Greece during our college days - the story of how a small number of 
to the Black Sea 

Greeks who found t hemselves in Mesopotamia fought t ~eir way/across the mountains, 

deserts through hostile tribes without any guides, without any food unti l they 

reached the sea. 

Regardless of wha t the future holds for the Greeks, for the war is not 
an 

yet ended -- regardless of what may take place in/attempt to crush therindomitable 

s pirit -- what has already t aken place remains history. It is those great 

moments that his tory treasures. In the la.st two months , the Greeks have revealed 

again their immortal spirit of old. It has kindled torches in the world which 

have never been extinguished . 

Byron spoke of Greece as "A sad relic of de !')arted worth" . Were Byron 

living today he would not speak of Greece as a sad relic of de arted worth . 

Poe would not speak of the "Glory that was Greece" - he would, I am sure speak 

of the gory that is Greece. 

The Greeks are an amazing little peo le . Throughout their history, from 

the very beginning , they loved freedom passionately. They were mountain-bred 

like the Judeans of old . They w~re strong i ndividuals . They still are . They 

knew how to die for freedom . They were not interested merely in political freedom . 

" hey ere interested far more in what is their greatest gift to mankind -- in 

intellect al things . The Greeks of old were the real intellectual dvent urers . 

It was they who removed the dark veils of ignorance . IT was they who kirrlled 

the §pirit of free inquiry in mankind . It is they more than any other people 

who tried to underst .tnd the world about them and the world inside of them, who 
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tried to rnrk out a richer ay of living. Wherever this infl ence of the Crr,• ek 

mind, . Greek thought, penetr· ted in the ancient orld or in the mediev 1 ·orld 

there follo1 ed science, art literr ture nd the gr cious ways of hum nism. And 

wherever this soirit of the Greeks wa~ stamped out in the orld there follo ed 

darkness, obscurantism, bigotry and the collapse of civiliz tion. 

The ~reeks, and this is said not at all in hyooberle, but in ruth --

way be raid to be the light-bringers of humanity. You now the story of Prometheus -

hov. the Gods took away fire from the earth and how rometheus climbed the heavens 

and stole fire from the chariot of the sun and brought it dovm to earth . And the 

X11tmat2m clay of the fir t man and woman on this earth was animated with the fire 

stolen from the heavens. Prometheus was punished for his audacity. He was left 

to the vultures to feed upon him. Prometheus brou_ht fire and light 

the spirit of Greece. Light in the dark places . 

th tis 

You will recall, I am sure that very interest·ng story about Ui:genes , that 

celebrated cynic philopher. One y the great Alexander who had heard of the 

fame of thi great philosopher called upon him and said to him: "How can I 

serve thee?" And Diogenes answered. Please step 0ut a little away rom the light. 

Even the conquerors of the earth dare not stand in th light. Alexander who 

had in mind the great spirit of Greece thought his t ~acher was Jiristotle . Alexander 

i auoted a · havin.:r said: "If I ·ere not Alexan er I would be 1iogenes". These 

li tle anecdotes reveal the soirit of a people. 

No this Dio enes wa told when he came to the famous Antisthenes who was 

head of a school of philoso hy to go avay. He was driven away and beaten hen 

he asked if he could go to school. Diogenes calmly bore the rebuke ano said : 

"Stri e me Antist enes, but never shall you firrl a stick sufficiently hard to 

remove me from you oresence, hilst th re is anythin to be learnt, any information 

to be ained from our conversation." 

Ove the entr nee of th Tem le of A ollo r inscribed the ords: "Know 

Th s lf". And it i led e, for knowing, that civilization is 



\ 

-7-

indebted . In Philosophy , in Science, in the Arts, in iterature, in almost every 

field it was they ho laid the groundNork . It as they who defined the oroblems. 

It •as they who suggested the answers. It a tney who cred:ed enduring types -

the form, style of poetry, drama, history, scu1 ture, architecture. They t a ht 

men to think richly, ho to think critic lly, ho· to think ere tively an ho- to 

express his intellect al and emotional life beautifully. It wa they who ught 

mankind th· t "truth is beauty and bectuty is truth" . 

Isr el had that same thirst for knowledge with a slightly different em')hasis. 

The emphasis with Israel was the kno ledge of God , and the knowledge of thew ys 

of God . Over the shrines q nd synagogues of Israel were inscribed not 11 KnoY1 thyself" 

but "Kno'l before whom thou standest" . The emphasis in Israel as upon ethics, 

morality, upon conduct, upon santification of life, u on justice, mercy, kindness 

and love , upon, brotherhood and peace . 

Greek thour ht and Hebraic thou ht make up the erfect synthesis of the ··orld . 

Some day that oerfect synthesis will be achieved. And the , e two µeo les, thr ugh 

their t wo distinctive emphases - the Jews through religious emphasis, through Judaism, 

and through it daughter religion, Christianity and in sense also Johammedanism 

mold the moral life of the modern world ; and the Greeks through intellect al, 

scientific study and philosophy also mold monumentally the modern i'orld . From the 

days of Omar to this d y the Greek influence has continued in one form or nother . 

Either it as the classic influence or the influence of Hellenism . For seven hum.red 

years after Alexander the Greeks influenced the culture arrl language of theEa.estern 

and Medieval world -whether it was in the early knowledge )f ~hristianity - for 

great is the influence of Greek thought uoon early Christian thou ht, whether it was 

in Ron, n ci vili7 ion which a~ influenced in its art ·•nd li terh ure , ·h th r it as 

in the Byza tine per i od or wh ther it was in the Renais ance pe riod - h tever period 

m kind r turn to , Greek thought kindled the torche of enlightenm .nt in the 'estern 

orld and ended the dark age of he \ e t rn \"orld and to it m nkind o e it et rnal 

debt . 
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Today that little country is fighti g for its very life just as it did one hundred 

a.,,d tv1enty yea rs ago . It is being helped now, just as it was one hurrlred arrl t ,enty 

t.ars ago by the English and it has the profound sympathies of the Jewish people . 

The Jewish people have lived in Greece for thousands of years . The New T~s ·ament 

soaks of Jewish synagogues in Athens and • 

reports that man:: Jews lived in Greece at tha. t time . 

of Jews in Greece at the hands of the Greeks . 

In Twelfth Century 

eh ve no record of persecution 

Not far from Greece t■iwt,, not far from the Blue Aegean Sea is Palestine 

and the Jewish Pioneers there by the s,~,eat of t heir blood and l&bor are ern:ie&vor ng 

to rekindle there torches of the culture of ancient Greece . The Jews of Palec-tine 

resently sent :::alutationR and greetings to t he neople of Grece and the Greek 

people acknowledged the greeting . And I quote from the "Accropolis" , one of their 

famous newspapers: 

"In Greece , the homeland of frPedom and rel i gious tolerance, anti-Semitism 

never aroused an echo in Greek hearts , conseouently the felici tations from Jews in 

Palestine have been received joyously because we ~ ov that the felicitations ere 

sincere . 

"Greece is one of the few countries v,here t e orely-tried children of 

Israel always have found asylum, justice and civic equality. Today many Jews r e 

fighting in Greece again~t Fascism and many Jews are fa~n•.q among the jeroic de~d . 

The Greek struggle will contribute incident 1ly to the freedom of the Jews from 

persec ution and to the eradication of anti-"-'emi ti~m . " 

Thus the s pirit of Judah the accabee salutes the spirit of 

And our praer on this Fe ival of Lights is a devout prayer ~ that the 

spirit of Jerusalem may t r iumph in the orld a~ain against brute force and dc1rkness 

and that these t o small • tions who have for c i114am ia.x thousands of years molded 

the civilization of the 'estern V,orld, continue to ki ndle li hts in the Yorld . 

• 
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,:nder his 
fnaus:n;ra.l e ..,.
initiation of a •,rew wee 
program in this city for the 

The main address at the broadcas 

Greeting From 
Jew Enthu ia tically 

Received in Greece 
then (\ .,)-The greeting 

forward d by Pale tine' Jews to 
the embattled Greeks fighting off 1 

an Italian inva ion were rec ived ' 
with nthu ia m throughout 
Greece. On new pap r,. Acro
poli , said ditorially: 

"In Greece, th homeland of ' 
fr dom and r ligiou tol ranee, 
anti- emiti m n ver arou ed an 
echo in Gr ek h art , con equ ntly 
the felicitation. from Jew in 
Pal .·tin have be n rec ived joy
ou ly becau.· we know that the 
f Jicitation are sincere. 

''Gre c is on of the f w coun
trie wh re th ·or Jy-tried chil
dren of I ra I alway have found 
a ylum ju tice and civic equality. 
Today many Jew ar fighting in 
Greece again t Fa ci ·m and many 
J w ar amon th heroic d ad. 
Th Gre k truggle will contribut 
incidentally to th fr edom of th 
J • from p •r ulion and to th 
eradication of anti-, miti m." 

----------------i I 111 

a d r ant-G n ral I H 
Philip 1 fficcr com-
manding P d Tran jordan t 
w a th min ntly 
su yptian cam- ' 
paign as "a nail in Benito : 

ntmued on Page ) I ! 



)) Please make _____ member reservations 
35c per plate if this re ervation card is mailed before December 27th, 
otherwise 50c per plate. 

» 

for the 

_____ non-member reservations 
S 1. 25 pe,, 1platc. 

An11nual ( ,oUegiate Reunion 

Name ----------------

Address ----------------



The T emplc Alumni Association will have its 

-

nnnunL COLHGIRH REUn1on 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19th, 1940 • . • 

Youth Services in the Temple conducted by Rabbi Silver, 

to be followed by • visit wi h the Rabbis in the Parlor. 

Good-fellows Dinner in the Euclid Room, Hotel ~tatler. 

Luncheon enterteinment by Eunice Podi1, pianist and Donald 

Dewhurst, baritone. 

Tea-Hopping with Chuck Wick's Orchestra. 

Plea .. Hncl MAILING CARO or CALL The TEMPLE for RESERVATIONS 
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