
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         159           57           632 
 
 

Is Italian fascism dying?, 1941. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I 

IS ITALIA F C -~ DYI! G? 

The Collapse of a Great Imposture 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sun ay morning, April 6, 1941 



No E.r, my friends, is won or lost unti l it is over. This war 

is now in its early stages not in its last stages . And it is therefore 

premature to announce the collapse of one or the other belligerents. It 

is remature to announce the col lapse of Italy as an effective bell igerent. 

It is likely that Italy will be kept going by her Axis partner, and her 

Axis partner has as yet suffered no military defeat. It is clear that the 

Nazis have taken over Italy. They will keep her in the war as long as 

it suits their purpos e and as long as they can. 

A si tui;l. tion may arise 111here the Italian people will get out of hand 

when their sense of humilitati on, disillusionment and their suffering will 

drive them to revolt. It is conceivable that a powerful opposition may 

someday arise in important quarters in Italy. But all this is not likely 

under rigid control, espionage and censorship, and it does not seem li ely 

t hat such things will happen before the Nazis suffer a major military 

defeat. 

For the comforting propaganda which is now spread among the Italians 

is that the Nazis will restore whatever Italy has lost and that the series of 

military defeats of the Italian people are only incidents in a war which 

the i nvincible Nazis wi : l win. And ten the final victory will obliterate 

all the temporary defeats. 

That propaganda will be effective among the Italian people because 

it is welcome. Until their confi dence is shaken by a Nazi defea t it is not 

likely th· t the .Italians will revolt. Then they will strike out to win back 

their freedom and the respect of the world. 

The Italians are not a docile or a subject race. The Italians have 
fierce 

a/sense of pride and glorious memories. le should not permit the events of 

recent months, recent years to cause us to forget all this. 

All through the 19th century the Italian people fought valiantly, 
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sacrificially for their freedom, independence and national unity. They were 

led by great statPsmen and fighters: azzoni, Garibaldi and. The brave 

deeds of the true patriots of Young Italy of the Carbonari, of many of the 

troo s of Italy ho laid down their lives for freedom of their country 

constitute the immortal story of the whole Risorgimento, the Resurrection of 

the Italian nation in the 19th century. 
spiritual 

It i to be hoed th t t wenty years of the/death of Fascism have not 

entirely extinguished these fires among the I .alians, although from c reful 

observations some have begun to fear that this might be the case. 

Recently, John P. hittaker, a careful observer of Italy for 

many years wrote: "The nation has been debauched by 19 yea rs of Fascism. 

Few I t alians accepted that system ithout compromising t heir intelligence 

and their conscience. 

"The strength of the Italian lay in hi healthy cynicism and his common 

sense. He had to give up both to be a Fascist . 

"ineteen years of daily compromise has done something to his soul. 

He is less a man than he as. The sudden realization that Fascism was 

a lie, not a new national movement but merely a technique for keeping a 

small clique in por er has crushed his spirit." 

I hope that that is not so. I trust that the spiritual reservoirs 

of the people have not entirely been broken or dried up by the 1st twenty 

years of Fascism. The Italian people are not coVtards and they are not 

afraid to fight, and recent defeats have led many eople to a hasty 

conclusion. \hen they have a r eal cause to i fight for, a cause <i:>se to 

their hearts, they fight bravely and when ably led, they fight victoriously. 

It is true and it is to their eternal credit, that the Italians 

have no heart for fighting for the fight's sake. They are not Prussians. 

The are not militarists. They do not look upon warfare as the supreme 
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career of a nation or of any Jeople. The talian people as a whole has no 

ambition to conquer anyone or to rule the world . fr . Mu~solin's romancing 

imµerialism has left the Italian people b. and large cold. They do not 

ant to die to build up a new and greater oman Empire. Their heart as not 

i n it hen Mu solini forced them into the Ethiopian war . heir heart was not 

in it hen they were forced to intervene into the panish Civil ¼ar . Their 

heart was not in it when Mussolini forced them to invade and seize A bania 
was 

in 1959. T'neir heart"iii certainly not in it hen Mussolini catapulted them 

into the present war. 

The Italians, next to the Greeks, are the heirs to the oldest 

political and cultural tradition in Europe. They were civilized and they ruled 

the world when the rest of the world, with the exception of Greece, were 

barbarians. Unlike the GPrmans who never ruled a great empire, the ancestors 

of the Italians ruled the whole world and they kno· from past hi tory all 

the glitter, cost and mirage of empire building. 

Through the ages the Italians fou ht in a hundred lands and on a 

thousand battlefields. They have had enough of it. They ~re fed up with 

war . The heroics of war no longer intoxicate them as they intoxicate 

their empire-hungry axis-brothers of the North. 

In the Middle ges, at the time of the Rennaissance, t ~e Italians 

,ere the most civilized, the mot prosperous eople in Europe. They opened 

the doorways to the modern world. Art, literature, science, scholarship 

flourished among them and the cold barbarians from the orth used to come 

down to the sunny cities of Italy not only to receive their religious 

dogmas, but also to learnt e amenities of decent civilized living. 

They do not love war . They love life, not death . They love to enjoy 

life. Unlike the Nazis, they do not prate about the glory of death . 
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They love music, and the vocabulary of music is Italian. 

The shame of Fascism is that it did violence to this spirit of the 

Italian people . It forced a f alse and alien philosophy on the ~eople . It 

made them do what their spirits revolted aga·nst. The Germans like 

regimentation. The Germans like to be ordered. The Germans ~ike to be 

militarized. The Germans like to fight. The Italians do not. Fascism 

hqs forced a political destiny upon the Italians which they resent. 

That is why at every real test in the last few years Fascist Italy breaks 

down. The Italians will not fight because the things t hey are asked 

to fight for they do not ant. In the last analysis it is the spirit of 

a people which determines whether that people will win or lose. 
a l 

Another very competent re ort and observer of the internatioefscene , 

r. Leland Sto ~ recently wrote: "After having seen hundreds of Italian 

prisoners from one end of the Albano-Greek front to the other, I say this 

with conviction: paralyzin lack of belief lies naked in their eyes and a 

great many of them do not hesitate to express it v rbally. hen I was in 

Cairo, American corres~ondents brought back identical re oorts f rom the 

Libyan front. The Fascist soldiers did not want to fight becau ·e it was 

not their war and they had no f aith i n it . ost of t hem were too shrewd 

to criticize ussolini, but you could read their thoughts." 

The Italians 1ere not interested in annexing Etheiopia . They kne that 

before Fascism, Italy po~sessed a colossal empire in Africa eight times 

the size of Italy and had no use for it. It didn't know what do with it. 

Italians lere emi r ating b the hundreds of thousands but were going to the 

United States and to South America, not to Lybia or Italian Somaliland. 

Italy did not need Ethiopia nor ere they particularly interested in the kind 

of a regime which Spain had. They kne that these wars an adventures into 

which they were being com eli~':i;1t$ l =s!fii 'to increase the prestige of 
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Fascism or to satisfy the megalomania of the Italian Duce. Nor were they 

proud of the "stab in the back" which they gave prostrate France a few 

months ago which was the act of a gangster and not one .orthy of a proud 

race. 

Twenty years ago the Italian ~eople perI1itted itself to be beguiled 

and misled by Fascist propaganda. Italy at that time was torn by bitter 

industrial strife. Communists incited by Bolsheviks were throwing all 

industrial life into chaos. furthermore, though the Italians emerged 

victorious out of the last war, it felt, nevertheless, that it did not 

get enough out of the peace settlement. any felt discontented. The 

Fascists ca italized on the dissatisfaction and resentment and through 

Fascist propaganda persuaded the Italians to sacrifice their constitutional 

liberties to meet the temporary emergency. 

The Fascists . romised the people as all dictators do, to bring about 

peace, order, security and national greatness. Steadily during the last 

twenty years, the Italians have seen their liberties abrogated, their 

rights abolished, have seen themselves subjected to the most relentless 

and unscrupulous terrorism and coercion, their standard of living 

rogressively lowered, and plunged into one military adventure after 

another until the last one which brought upon them their greatest 

military disast r since 1870. Italy has experienced a shameful defeat at 

the hands of the small people of Greece and it has rankled them. They h-ve 

seen the whole African Empire which took three-quarters of a century to 

build up, torn into shreds in the last few months. They witnessed 

their navy into which they have poured so much of the wealth of their 

relatively poor country beaten over and over a ain in battle. They saw their 

mare nostrum•• • converted over night from an Italian Lake to a British 
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Lake. And when the nakedness of Fascism was uncovered they saw their 

armies un repared. They saw the graft and corruption which left their 

soldiers uneoui ped in spite of hundreds and millions of dollars which were 

squeezed out of the Ital ians for military preparedness. Am ·1orst of all, 

the most bitter pill of all t0 swallow was to see the Germans come and see 

to it that the Italians stay in the war and do not make a separate peace. 

They were no witnessing the whole life of the Italian people --the::2rmilit ary 

es tablishment,their industrial organization, taken over by aliens whom they 

feared and many hated. 

First they sacrificed their personal liberties to Mussolini. Now 

t hey were sacrificing their national liberties to Hitler. They know hat 

it means because they are an old and wise people. in or lose, the I t ali·ns 

are lost. If Germany is defeated, then of course taly will be defeated. 

If Germany wins, Italy remains a vassal state, not sovereign and 

independent tate. Mazzini warned his people: ~Hope nothing from 

foreign governments." 

What tragic prospects fact the Italian people, and hat a dread 

alt rnative they face. That is what twenty years of Fascism have achieved 

for the Italian people. 

And what a mora s this blustering braggart ussolini has led his 

people into. What an inflated imposter this son of a blacksmith has 

turned out to be. How he has troubled the earth with his rantin and 

his threats. And how he has lied and betrayed and dragged the honor of 

his people into the dirt. He should have known better because ussolini 

i not the ignoramous that Hitler is. He is an educated man, a cosmopoli an 

man, former editor of a socialist oaper. 

How sad it is to behold gre t countries fall into the clutches of 

pett men~ th large lusts! What a miserable time-server and opportunist he 
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turned out to bet 

I recall, nearly eight years ago, in an interview which I had with 

him in Rome, discussing the Jewish problem in Europe. He was known as a 

friend of the Jews. He expressed himself time and again contemptuously 

about the Nazi attitude towards the Jews. I asked him in 1955 what he 

thought was responsible for the rise of anti emitism. He said it was 

due to the unsettled economic conditions and that when conditions would 

become more nonnal, anti--emitism would wane. It is a fals e and illogical 

theme, he said. Five years later, when Berlin compel led him to join 
ir 

the Axis he went through the Nazi procedure <£ adopting th,7 same program 

and the same anti-Jewish Nuremberg Laws. Since 1958 his newspapers 

have been repeating those lies, those stupidities ~hich he himself 

contemptuously rejected a few years before. Italy had not room for 

44 thousand Jews. That ia all there are among 44 mil lion people. 

44 thousand Jews could not find asylum in Italy under this regime. 

But 10 million Italians can and have found asylum in other countries. 

Arch of Titus commemorating the victory of Titus over Judea in the year 

70 of the Common Ear. That is of course o~e of fe things that 

survived from Ancient Rome .•• Titus thought that he had scored a victory 

over the Jews and he erected a monument to tell future generations. 

Titus is now dead and so is his Empire. But the Jews live nineteen 

centuries later. And the monument that Mussolini built for himself in 

his Empire is already being torn down in Africa, Lybia and elsewhere. 

And he too has persecuted the Jews. And he too will s oon pass away 

like a storm like a blight and he too will remain only a sickly memory. 

The Jes will live. Fascism is discredited. The Duce is 

discredited regardless hat victories the Nazism y win today or next 
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week or next month. Fascism is discredited amon the Italian eople not 

to speak of among other people of the world. 

The Italian poet and dramatist of the 18th century, Alfi eri, 

in one of his poem said this: "To eradicate 

"Those seeds of liberty by nature placed 
"In every human breast, no little art, 
"And management, besides a length of time 
"Are requisite: these seeds may be suppressed, 
"By spilling human blood, but not extinguished. 
"And oftentimes from blood they shoot again 
"wth fresh luxuriance." 

'fhe seeds of human liberty can not be permanently eradicated. The 

Italian eople are beginning to experience t he urge and the prompting 

and the longing for those liberties which they so blindly and foolishly 

in the hope of better things with quick results sacrificed a few 

year s ago. And I pray that they, together with t e rest of the orld 

may soon recover all their lost liberties. 

orld. 

Fasci sm is dying in the 
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