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TH} IN EC Y OF iAZII M 

By 
Rahbi Abb Hillel ~ilve 

At 
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On 
und - morning , a 18 , 1941 



The fight of Rudolph Hecs ha. startled the worl d, ha~ set everyone 

guePsing . Gerta.inly it has been the grea.t est sensition of the var, the rno·t 

dramatics ngle episode . The var has been reple e "ith sen.&tional dr'm. 

Ever .. one is a king hy it is the ➔ Nazi Le der 1/3, the one time Na zi 

Lea'er #2 :horn Hit:er firft desig a ed s his successor co-author , i th 

Hitler of the bl ack Bible of Naziism, "Mein Kampf', left Germ ny t o seek sanctuar 

in a count with ·which it i at var. \',hy did he fl to Seo lond, to the 

est te of a noted Jre-war appeaser of the British Nobility, founder of Nazi 
with 

collabor tion -- the Duke of Hamilton /vhom Hes has been in clo~e corres ~ondence 

in recent months? Was he fleeing out of fear of assaesin ion, havin roken 

·,i th the other part , leaders over ~ome ne •ly adopted oart r policy? \i as he 

w· rned of a comi.ng pur e? foe- this flight of Rudolph Rees made on his own 

accord in the hope of reaching and persuadin some important eleme ts in 

Lritish societ., in n e fort to perfuade Gre·t r i tain tom ke peace ith 

Germany? Or, was the flight made with the comolete knowledge and consent 
a 

of Pitler? And Hess j ~t the agent of/ cunningly conceived diplomatic 

peace maneuver? 

On the basis of available data so f ar made public by Germrny a Great 

Britain the unitiated 1 ym n can form no cert in conclusions . Perh ps he~ore 
the true 

long Churchill 'ill make known/facts . Certainly Gre t Britain h~s not been 

in a hurr~· to publish the facts . The G'.)rman gover ent has publi hed a t 

l east to sh roly contradictory exolenations . 

The first one as that he as craz . Vell , tha , i not urpr:sing t 

They are all crc, zy madmen, vicisous madmen . The h ve been dr:..ving the 

hole ~orld to di ~ster . h, t the azi 
not 

me n v hen 4-he ay that Hef s i 

crazy ic- no th·t he 1as/ good Nazi . They said that he had ment 1 br - kdo n, 

v.· s su fering from hallucination . For y ars now, it v. · u e ed t the 
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out,.,et , he .--s out o hir ric-ht niinci, lthough as recentl • af two ¥eekr go 

he • $ sti1 l hein Jhotographed r:ght --long-cide the Fuehrer, eliverinr 

ddref"es in beh,lf o the Nazi Par~ . He rtill ret ined the ori ion of 

de ut, 1 ader o the 1hole 1 azi P rt~· . . 
The second e.1l~nction 0 iv n b Germ' Jt, ori ti s • . t :e, S V 

f'till the lo al anci no le N i , nsha en in his devo ion to the Fuehrer . But 

so prsu ded a·a he become of G rm n~ 1 s invincibility, h·t h ~ nted o ell 

ev~r.,bod~ . He l n ed the Enrli$h to rno' at his authori thrt hey r doo ed 

to be te ten -- th~t · e, the Eng ish ·ere; hLt. e ca e to,. rn th ~ Englif of 

l~eir ine i able de. true ion if the;r "er. irted in follo. • g the \ r- nonger 

und Churchill . 

Forte time being, and til authoritatire inforra~tion is forthcoming , 

if it iF forthcomin i,t ,. 1 , t o theories offe h m l ves ~ ruite ~1 usi le . 

But v·e , houl ,, 1 t vs e'·r in mint; , w \ ha i ~ pl ,. usible ie of en f 1rt e t from 

the truth . The fire theorr whict i~ bei g acce~ted b: m n eople both here 

and ubroad 1~ ht t Hefs i 1 is .~a he alva s w,s an or tLodox N 7.i . He 

a~ one of the e·rlie~t memb r of the Na i P rtv •' . He rtill clings o the ffime 

Nazi creed o i tter ref'ic::timce cigainc::t communiu . He. s, according to this 

theor , disap roved of the Nazi-Eov · et pact of 1Q~9 , and hat ism int ... in d a 

n even clo~er :azi-cov:et alli ce hich Is being cons·~ ted or h ·\lr d. 

been consurrJDated . Her c:: V:" thi lliance s c1 c· lami t, to G 11E r: ' , to the orld . 

His o no~ition s knom, &nd i ~of r s die tor c·n no toler1 e ·n oppoc::ition 

he aF ,., 1 rked m n and ~cheduled for liaui t·tion . In 19~4 , :rou ill rec 11, 

Hitler purged his foremos nd r t:; dherentr. , C~Dtri Roehm, Gr gor C r .. er 

ad hunrlred o oth ~ o the mos m or ... n e 1 zi ar r for the 

v r o o ed or ere uspect d of eing op osed o hi polic . Ge lik 

nd ol nd Von Fritc::c ho oppo d H"tle ' a-..en urec:: in~t Cz cho-Flov· i 

l.o pured . That is ch ract ri~tic of diet tor . In f·ct c lin d "d he nme 

r 
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thing . He assassinbted e rl all the old Bolshe ·ek leader:=; who brou h .. <J bout 

the revolution . He a~arded them all with a bullet in the b ck . He pu d 

the arm:;, of all i t f' lePding generals \; hen he decided on a. e oli C/ . Diet·. tornhi os 

re v r., suspicious and ... e<: rful of on JOSi tion . The 1 do not toler·te o oos ion . .. 

for fec1r thr t o oo!=:;i tion m y become the nucleus of mutin, or revolu ion . 

And inasmuch s ess : e op osed to the new polic of itler, the r a .i 

Part 1 , so runs thi8 theory , he as doomed . It v-1 s onl.: a nueftion of tirre I hen the 

Ger I appo v.ould et him . He fled o save hif' life. He thou -ht tlr t England , 

the enem of G rmc.;.ny was a s !'l fer pl•ice than Germ&n , it!=ielf . 

Thi theor does not ~ee Hes in the role of a man urning rfain~ his 

Part: and hi8 leader, r ead to joint e enem a.nd ljlce any oth r poltic·l 

refurees , some of them former 1\Jazi , resolved to f'' v their coun r b workim~ for 

the defeat of he Nazi regime . ui te the contr.: r ~ ThiR theor .. ' P€S Hes. s a 

ti11 fiercel: lo al , rabid N zi , but un ble to e along with his .i1art , ,dth 

the ne~ and unorthodox adventure in a c o~er Bol ·heviek- : zi rr-ili ry slliance , 

found his position in his Part~ nd in Gero"ny both untena lf: and even c"ang rous , 

~rid took to flight rather than commit suicide . There is no excluded from this 

theory the fur her consider tion by his flight to Engl nd Hess hoped o gt 

in touch with leadin · o-li~hm n, erhaos memb rR of the former Cliveden et , 

the former a >>ea ement Eet , to ~e~suade them tom ke pe ce at once before G rman 

·as driven into the ·rm. of the Bolsheviks ad t rning Europe ov r to one form or 

other of Bolshevism. 

The other theor i th,t Hes is simpl • an agent nt b itler to per ua e 
not 

or to threrten Engl nd into oeace . Perhap this mis~ion va carried ou/ithout 

the 011 de of some eople in En 1 nd itself . Pe hap he al o conv-yed o the 

English in road outline he ter. cu on hich e c could be arran ed . erh ps 



-4-

it wac also suggec-ted that if England 'ould conc::ent to s1ch n rang ment 

the Nazis ould turn thei r cam ,aign gins Russia hich , fter all , ·ould 

renrec::ent the classic rogr .m of GPrmany - de troy Russia . There v; e r .. n in 

En land e ore the ar and ~till are who would look at this /hi hl • def ·r le 

c::olution of ar . And if Hecs could not persuade t em to do that, be could 

hreaten them v;i th the direst con equences of wh t Nazi GerrrJ: n.,, ¥ ould o in c· c-e 

it had to go through the v.ar. 

The f light of Hess , according to this theory, was thus a dramatic stu t, 

if ou vTill, .art of a shre d difi:>m tic maneuver not at all out of ch re.ct r 

iith similar Nazi ~tunts, like setting fire to the Reichst&g nd then bl ming 

it on the Communists. Such a countr could inv nt even cuch a scheme as 

the fli ht to Eng &nd . 

The av r ge _erson ho reds his new paper ha~ his choice bet 1een 

one or the other theor. Ther are E fe ignific nt hinge h,t one ought 

to be 3r in mind . The to or thrP.e authorit~tive sookesnen ho huve ex)re~~ed 

ooinions h ve rather been inclined to accept the econd theory than the ~·ir t. 

Devin who is very close to Churchill and ·ho doe~ not C'peak out of turn ex re ~ed 

himself as definitely believing that the flight of Hecs as rnB G T-ith the full 

knowledg of Hitler, not to be beguiled by him and not to r e 'rd him ac:: a reuent~nt 

~ nc ar' in ngl nd, but to remember that he was a mur erer . Th t 

ic ,hat he called him. He asked the Engli h oeople tor memb r hut he was 

re ponsible for~ all the crimes of the orese t-d y and the 1st ei ht ·ear , 
is 

FJt He s,/a lo al man , rabid Nazi , the mot faithful and devoted friend of 

Hitler - hat there a nor ason to believ th t this e h d ch nged. 

I came upon this de cription o Rudolph Hess in av r inter ~~ti g book, 

"'Ihe House ht Hitler Built", three e·r ·go . 
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"Hess i s not very im re:: sive oersonal ly. He would not s t and out in a 

cro 'd. For the mos t part, he r epeats Hitler' s s t atements and makes speeches v.hich 

it ould be difficul t for Hitler to utter in his capacity as Chancel lor. Hess 

says what Hitler thinks but is r estrained from s2ying. He a ~oears w shed-out 

and lifeless. That is why nobody in Germany believes t h t he vill ever succeed 

Hitler, although everybody respects his simple mode of l iving. He has not the 

dJnamic personality a dictator needs. He has much of the reticence & d unas ~uning 

nature of the upper middle classes from which he prang, and doe~ not ap es r 

comfortable in the brusque hurly-burly of a Nazi meeting. On the other hand, 

fifteen years of power in the inner circl es must have accus tomed him to the 

cruder side of political agitLtion, although he takes none of ~he obvious steps to 

make himself a popular hero or even to assure himself a place in the event of 

anything happening to Hitler . He is., I re~, curiousl y negative, almost 

anaemic , and has high moral ch rac ~-r, apparently without y personal ambitions. 

Tha t is why even Germans have no cle r idea about bis pereonality. He i s the 

least kno~n of all the major Nazi leaders. Con ent to give out the reflected 

bril liance of his Fuhrer, he has drawn all light from himself hnd has r eally 

become a substitute -- a "Stellvertreter" -- for his Leader." 

Now either theory reveal some ver significant truth and after al l, 

thr· t is that we are interested in. If he has violently di sented from t he Party, 

broke to such an extent that he decided to flee from Germany, then this f act reveals 

a sharp cleavage in the upper ranks of the people , and the publicized solidarity 

of the Nazi Regime is a viction. Th re must be deep ly-ing disagreements 

which cause a man o close to Hitler his devoted servant , his shadow, is 

co-worker from the very begirming of the Nazi movement - to leave not onlT his 

P rt but to fl e from the enemy camp. But if Hess did that, or could do 

it , certainl there must be many others in Germany outside of the Nazi P rty 
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who feel as Hess did. Hes has a vast follo in in Germany. He is one o~ the 

most respected of leader. The cuestion then may ell be put, and le itimately 

put: "Is the Nazi hierarchy er ckinp at the top? Is the Nazi over-weening 

mili a , ororram, the emergencies to which it is being driven finally beginnin 

to disrupt the Party? And if disruJtion i~ e+ting in when the Nazis are 

victorious, what wi: l happen when Germany begins to suffer its fir t def at? 

If the second theory is correct if it is rt of a plot to maneuver 

England into a ne appeasement program to effect ape ce ~ith Germ n, then 

it reveals the de perate need of the Nazi Party and of German • itself for 

an immediate peace. hy should a victorious Germa.ny , secure in it confidence 

of invincibility resort to this trick of serrling an emb ssador to a foe which Ge 1any 

knows to be beaten and doomed to persaude thut foe to ask for peace. Logically 

i~ should be the other way around. It should be en, ~hurchill who should 

fly to Berlin to pe suade the Nazis to make a peace . 

so sure of their invincibility. Perhaps the azis are 

P rhaps the Nazis are not 

orried. Perhaps the 

G-rman people are even more worried. The German people were promised peace 

a ye r ago . They were oromised peace in 1 41. They have been given victories, 

but no peace . 

Great Britain is not beaten. The Br itish Isles re not invaded . Great 

Britain does not seem to be on the verge of a break-up. Great Britains military 

trength seems to be increasing r~ther than decreasing. The power of her air 

force seems to be gro ing from d y to day. Behind Gre t Britain no looms 

the United tates of America hich i~ rapidly speedin up its vat industrial 

machinery to turn out planes and tank and munitions of war in such uantities 

which seem to be overwhelming the Nazi. 

The G_rman people ar orried because it a the Uhited States th t 

broke the back of the Kai er in the last war. And the blockade is pinching hard. 
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Life i hard. British bombing is increasing in frequency and in inten ity 

from day to day. A victorious people should not be driven into the cellars 

every other night. So the German people are weary of the war, and the 

reports of victory hardly thrill the G~rman people. They refused to cheer 

a year ago even when Paris was entered by the Nazis. They were tired before 

~he Nazis got them into war. The people are exhausted. The ant peace. 

But the Nazi do not seem to 1ant peace. They can only give them report of 

military victories. The Nazis kno • it. They are fearful. The~ want 

peace. And England is determined not to give t hem pence until the Nazis 

are destroyed. 

So that Hess' flight is evidence of fundamental di 0 sent within 

the Nazi Party, and widespread discontent among the German people, or both. 

This is not to say that the sit tion has reached a oint here it has become 

imminently dangerous. One should not exaggerete. It is clear that the maggot 

is in the apple, that the thorn is in the flesh. This i the t raditional 

role hich every dict~torship ha taken in all pa~t history and which ill 

of course be taken today, a dict&torship hose aims are boundaries, whose 

methods ar revolutionary, whose appetites are insatiable. 

They say e should not exaggel!te the importance of Hess' flight. 

The azis are not licked. And the are not ready to abdicate. There are 

gravegr ve days ahead. If the Nazis should consummate, or have consummated 

a closer alliance ·th talin, that ill make the task of the Allied nHtions 

so much more difficult. Certainly Fr nce's recent submi sion, tot l submission 

to the Nazi in the editerranean has been a disap ointment. The Vichy 

Government ha finally collapsed. The Vichy Gov rnment, a Fa cit inority 

Government who no more represent the hopes and traditions of France than 

Hes and Hitl r do - they have agreed to a complete colla or8tion ith the 

azis. •h·t th t means i lr ad indicted. The azis will use the air 
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ases in Syria to attack Pale~tine , Irao, etc. omorrow it ma m· n D kar .... 

Ultimately Britain and then the ,estern Hemisphere. 

There is a lon - ·ar ahead, and a war which ~ill call for supreme crifices 

if the things hich men hold dear are to be saved for mankind. It will call 

for even greater s~crifices from England, from us here in the Uni ed te~ 

if we mean ? hat we said about giving ma imum aid to the forces of freedom 

to fight Hitler in the world . 

But the fli ght of Rudolph Hess from Germany to cotland has, so to 

peak , pu hed aside the curtain ihich veiled Germany and e have been able 

to s ee something of the slowly rotting core, the slowly disintegrating 

evidence of that beastly thing called Naziism . It is not a perfect t hing. It 

is not an invincible thing. It is not a heroic thing. It is the old type 

of miserable t ranny which is always corruot --.t heart and which carries 

the germs of dissention within itself. And it only a cue~tion of time 

hen that rottenness spreads to the whole organism and destro sit. 

Free people cant ke he~rt from this flight of the Nazi leauer to 

England. But also they should not be beguiled nor misled b it. They should 

more resolutely det 0 rmine to carry on, no to compromise to these gang t rs 

and murderers who will ultimately bring about their own destruction 

at their on hand, civil strife at the hand of their own people who are 

eary and sick of them. 



y p~r I - 4-----~---

Wt:- _ G 

~ -
I 

WI 
I t.A 

) 
• ___, 

h. - 0/lJ..A -------v---

- )vie~ 

-

-







~ ~ 

-, ---

r 
v/ 1 



• ~ - ~---,--

' d J I . ~ 
Ui I) ~ 

---
/LA?-}_ 

(jJv ~ I 



I .• 



- I 
.... 

f 

. ), 



J ~ 

J ' ( 
# -

.... 

I 
> J'/ t .Y I 

f I 

rz., --
-

I 
.... 

- , 



A CT F ADD . DE IV RED B DR. ABB HI L -L SILVER T T' ;, T J>LE, ~ cT 105th 
D Al.., SEL ROAD ' SUND Y . OE ING, .. AY 19, 1941. 

THE IN ER DEC OF NAZI! 

On the b sis of av ilable d· ta so f ar made ublic b G0 rmnny nn Gre t 

Pr· ain, the uniti ted layman can form no cert in conclusion r •g: rding the 

re, on or Hes' fii ht. o theories recommend t em elv s, ·ther o . i.c 

ield v r r ~i ificant conclu ion. The first i th· t He~s, an orthodox a i 

d a bitter Co muni~t o. osing an even clo~er alli nee be een Ger.an. , d 

Ru. sia than th t of 1939 hich 'I s be ng consur:un ted of as ~ lre d • consU1ruri.- ted 

b ~ Hitler, found hi osi tion in his Part • and in G rm y hoth u tenable nd 

even dangerous, and took to flight. ?ot excluded from th theo • s the further 

con ider1 tion that by hi ni ht to England, Hens oped to er uade rominent 
t, 

glishmen of ·he former Cli en ap ea ement ~et to br n" bout n i edi te 

e ce bet en England and G rmany before the lat r countr~ emb rked u on a 

closer alliance ··th Ru ·sian Communism. 

e second theory ·c thct Hes is an a ent ent to 1n 1 nd ith 

t.e full' ovledge of II·tler to ~r uade or to thre ten ngland into e ce. 

It may e en h v been rran d th the :mo ledge of so a pease sin En land. 

Herr He.s rought to England the broad outline of peace t rm, rhap al o 

the ~ug ertion ·hich ould be elcome to the e·rs of British peas rs th·t 

Hitler 

to acce. t 

s re· are d to rch ain t Comm nist Rus ia. If Englan r fufed 

ce, the direst consequences ould follo. Hes' ri, acco ing 

t t theory, was one of tho e r matic tunts not e ond the azis, a t nt 

like th .eichs ag Fire. 

It i· sign.ficu.nt t i t im ort nt men n Engl nd, f et• e of evin, 

ad arned e English not to re • rd He~ as a r en nt z s eKin ~arc 

in Eng and, t 1 t li mi C'. sion • • s inister an is h t he ha b,_en ri ht 

along - e er of a g n o curder r hich .. t rived on tric ry, 

I 
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dece?tion and tre:chery. 

If the first eory is correct, if He~s viole1tl di sented from his 

Party and fled, t en the f'li ht reveals violent di sension • thin the a1 ?L•rt 

r anks, a Bhar~ cleav e ich belies the much pu licized unity thin t e Party 

and thin Ger an. If Hitler's closest and mot lo ·al fr end, and the e.uty 

1 ader of the Party finds it nece sar to breaK ith his Partr and 1th pat, 

nd fl e to England, then th ~re must be many others like him. r the razi 

hierarchy beginnin to crac~ at the top? Are the over- eening milit ~ ' _ro ram 
de.pera.te 

and/milit ry adventures of the Nazis finally beginning t disrupt the >arty? 

If this violent disagreement has set in • th the r azi . coring one victory 

after another, ·ht ill ha pen hen defe·ta begin to ~et in? 

If Hess' n1 ht as rt of a plot to maneuver England into seekin p~ ce, 

-r.hen the .. l ot betrays a desperate need on the .. art o t . azis und of German 

for an immediate ~eace . by should victoriou G~rmany h veto resort to 

uch t ctics i.f it felt secure in its invincibility? A conquering l p nat on 

doe not send emi saries to a beaten and doomed foe to ersuade him to ma e 

?eace . It uld h ve been f · r more log·c 1 for Eden to fl · to B rlin. 

erha ~ the Nazis do not feel so secure . Pe haps the a e orried . 

? rhaps t h German eople iii!! even more . ·orried. They were Jromised . e'" ce l .. t 

ye r, and again this ye r . They ere given victories , but not Pace . Great 

Britain s to be b ten an nvaded l·~t y · r . Gre t Br·tain is nether ten 

nor nvaded . The British blockade is beginning to inch h rd . Life is hard. 

ritish bombin s incre sing in frequen cy and inten t . A victoriou~ a ion 

shou_d not h~v t hide in cellars . And by d th re loom th Unit d ct ·tes 

rapidly earing up its indu~trial machine to · our ou nks , guns nd mmun·t·on 

in uch quantitieB a ill ov,r helm G rmany . Th G3r ans 0 th nit d 

c r. tee bro' the ck of th aiser in the last hr. e ar orely troubled . 



T ey ar ar- ·eary. The re ired before t ey ere drtven l nto this 1 t 

• ar, tired o six ears of Nazi-im osed rivat~on and ten ions . eJorts of 

mili t vie oriec- do not •-•-•m11 thrill them, and the J: azis ·-no i tl 

e fli ht of le a is thus evidence of inner d_ssens on amon he 

1azi leaders, or of seriou inner disco tent nmon the Ge .an eo le . . o sibly 

both . Perhaps not yet serious enough to be i · unedia tel dange ous, but "the a got 

in t he a le", t he torn i in the flesh. 

This t he inevitable road of all mill dictatorshi s hoe aims are 

boundle and hose met1ods a e revolution ry. Relentles l r the 1° d t' eir 

n· tions to r, ufferin , nd di ·ster. 

The im?ort nee of .· tier's fl ht hould not be ov~r-exa r·ted by 

• 9hful th· ~ing. But it ha. r rted t .. e curtai or oment and . s rev led 

t .e disintegrating core oft' · t c ea and vul r mo m tT nny called 




