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What is at Stake 1D the Nazi Invasion of Russia? 
Should America HelpT 

By 
Dr. bba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

Ansel Road am • 105th St. 

On 
Sunday orni , October 19, 1941 



No one atching the xaagnificent and heroic resistance which the 

Russian people have maintained against the onsweeping ~ of the Nazis can 

help but be filled with admir tion and praise. Courage and bravery are 

al ays admirable. But they become superbly moving and exalted hen they 
. ., 

are evidenced against overwhelming odds and againet seemingly invincible foes. 

. Some people in their ignorance or prejudice have conf'ounded the Ru sian 

people with their .present government which many people dialike and distrust. 

They forget that the Russian people preceded their present government and 

will long outlive 1~. The Russians h ve nl aye been brave and stout-

hearted people or they would not now be 1n possession of one-sixth of the 

globe. 

Frequently 1n the past they have been mi.isled. Frequently in the 

pat ara they were betrayed by the incompetenc and even the treachery 

of their leaders and generals. During the lat r it was not an uncommon 

thing for Russian soldiers to be sent into the batt1e practically unarmed. 

But when these people were given competent leadership, anything approaching 

adequate eapona, they turned out to be brave, even superb noldiers. 

Fortunately for them today and for the orld - the.Lt is, our ,orld -

the Russian people in this war seam to have had surprising competent, 

leadership and, weapons, it not quite adequate to meet the most militarized 

and the most completely equipped r111.y in the orld, at least have weapons 

ample enough to 118.ke the enemy pay dearly for every foot or conquered 

territory in Russia. 

The Russians, in .tour aontha ot the bloodie t 1'J. ghting in history, 

have given a aost excellent and aaasing account~ or themselvea, tar 

better than the French and the Inglish did a ye r ago. The French were demo.Used 

and driftll iato a headlong and fatal rout.1.Dg at, the first, break through, and 



th• English fied to cover. The Russians, however, who mili ry ex rte 

prophesied could not hold out tour to six weeks, _ainst the German Blitz- rieg, 

are still 1n the field, defending every inch of Russian soil, laying d011D 

their llns by the hundreds nd thous· a, not for Stalin, not tor Commun!•, 

bu.t tor their country and making the enemy travel over his own corpses. 

The Nazis, too, were surprised and amazed and then furious at this 

determined resistance or the Russians. The fact • t the Russians were not 

collapsing according to plans and el..-pect· tiona could only be accounted for, 

said the Nazis, because the Russians ere morally depraTed, beasts. They 

don't se• to know the ru1es of w r. They don't know: hen they are licked. 

When we Germans tell th• they have been complete surrounded and annihilated, 

they rise up an~ hit us in the face. These be ~tly Russians did not '"'urrender 

their cities aa graciously &s the French surrender Paris for tear ot 

ruining their beautif\ll. buildings; and unlike Japan, these Russians do 

not speak ot honor and t ' an promptly ca9i:tula e and collabor te. They 

contimle to tight, these damn bolsheviks, against all the rules or Fascist 
• 

warfare. The7 are defeated. They retreat. Thay reorganize and they 

tight gdn. Four thaes • now, we, the tT.:.t. .u1-> havo ofticiall7 announced 

that the Russians are finally being completely broken down, liquidated, 

nenr to rise again. Yet. here they are very much alive, still fighting. 

These unmannered brutes seem to be making liars out of us. And behind 
gorilla 

the oldiera are the cin.llana carrying on their/warf· re. Thq, too, 

hann't heard of the in'rl.ncibllity of the Nazis. Then, hat can you 

expect fro111 a people not made up ot Nordics? 

I pra111111e th t Hitler was as 11Uch •ba.rra~sed toda in Ruaaia 

aa Napoleon n.a 130 ye re ago. Napoleon, too, inn.ded Rusaia. apoleoa 

1ot to lloeocnr taster than Hitler. Hitler ia not thee yet.. Rapoleon, ill 

v .• 
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less than four months reached oacow, and apoleon•s army was not t raveling 

on motorized c rs and busses. Napoleon., too, scored victory after victory 

on the Ruasiana - at Smolensk, Borodino, oshaisk. He, too, sent back 

fr011 time to tiae glowing reports to Paris ot his glorious, breath-taking 

victories over the Russians and how he annihilated t hea time and again. 

The Russians were defeated time and ain. They kept on retreating in ad­

mirable order, then reformed and fought gain. 

Napoleon captured Moscow and finally reached his goal. He had 

triumphed. Ev&rybody knew 1 t but the Russians. The Rus siana burned the 

city and bandoned it before Napoleon entered it. Napoleon anted the 

Russians to sue for peace. They would not. Napoleon finally s allo .ed 

his pride and sent embassies to the Russians protterin peace. They would 

not hear hill. So Napoleon cooled his heels in oscow week after week. 

Winter was coming on - the savage Rµ.ssian inter. Napoleon's army had 

suffered greatly. It had dwindled. It was cold and there was fe•ar ot 

faaine. So after f'ive weeks of' waiting around in lliecow, !lapoleon oroered 

retreat, the most disastrous retreat in history. 

When he entered Russia his grand army numbe close on to seven 

hundred thousand troupa, twelve hundred field guns and one hundred thirty 

siege guns. His aray was composed ot twenty tionality groups - hia 

own and also troa t wenty nations which he had conquered, ju~t as Hitler 

has in his army. He, too, sought to gin the impression to the world 

that his attack upon Russia as a vast crusade gainst the Asiatics, the 

Slavs. Europe had never seen such an army, even as Europe had never 

aeen th• like ot the army ·hich Hitler put into Russia. 

But attar ten weeks ot retreat from oscow, after the continuoua 

attack on the part ot the Russian and.ea , and Co sack bands and guerilla 
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tigh ters, after ten weeks or winter and • unger and disease, when Napoleon 

r inally crossed the he had with him Just f'our thousand men. 

They ere sick, bedraggled and all c£ th• hungry. Th· t was all that as 

left or the pride and no er of' the greatest army which France had ever had. 

In the dark of' night, leaving the pitif'ul remnant of his army to perish 1n 

the snows of Russia, Napoleon slunk back to Paris. 

Now, history, my friends, never repeats itself. Certainly not in 

detail and in incident. And hec.ciuse a t-l-ti.ng happened once in a certain 

way, it does not f'ollow that 1 t will again happen that way. arr re 1n 

1941 is .not similar to warfare in 1850. But there still remains an anazing 

parallel and some amasing possibilities. B t Hitler is still in Russia, if' 

not yet even in oscow. 'l'he Russians are still fighUng vigorously and 

resisting furiously his advance. Thei~J:!a not been shattered. Hitler 

ha.s scored victories as great as Napoleon scored. But the war in 

Russia is not yet ended. The Russians have not yet sued for pMce. They 

are still taking a frightful toll ot German dead and German wounded. 

They are still smash·.ng up a good deal o.f the material which the Nasia 

have acO:\IIIIW&ted so painc.tald.ngly over a peri<Xi of years and which 

gav• 'th• the edge over all the othe_r nations. Ani winter is coming on -

savage Ru sian ll'inter. Burning cities and roofiess houses are not 

e.dequate protection for soldiers in sub-zero we ther. 

It the Russian forces hold out over the •inter, if their araies 

do not collapse, regardJ.,sk;;.,. far they have retredted, if the 

Russian govel"Dlllent ~oes no under and lose courage and sue tor 

peace, then this Russian campaign of 1941 -.Hi2 l>~ likely to tear ~ 
the heart ot the German people. For they have been at war now for 

three years. They have been proaised a speedy peace, a glorioue 

proaperi\7. They have been giftll nothing but gl017. You can't make peace 
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with hungry stomachs. They have been ginn nothing for all their sacrifices. 

they have been of'f'ered poor tood, shoddy clothes, longer and harder hours or 

work and their cities are being continusously bombed. Day af ter 'lay, night 

after night, now, the reports of' terrific casualtiee are slipping into the 

h011es or people of the hundreds of thousands of' slain and wounded~ 

Ther e is also slipping into Germany the frightening realization 

that the ultillate enmy of' Germany, England, i increasing in strength 

day by day, the longer Hitler forces are delayed in RusaiaJ that behind 
1a . 

EnglaDd,Jihe cumulative 11111 tar;y power ot the United • tatea hich had 

pled ed itsa1t to aid all those who were fighting Razism which ia increasing 

steadily and relentless hour b ,p hour, day by day, week by week. And the 
is 

knowledgeTaJ.so sweeping into Germany that the countries which Hitler 

conquered and the people subjugated far fro be~ reconciled to the 

new order are becoaing increasingly more restive, more re'bellioua and 

revolutionary in spirit. And as Hitler's armies are bogged down in 

Russia the voices of' the resentful and the subjugated but not conquered 

national spirit in Europe w1.ll threaten more and more the power of thl 

Nasia. And !t on top of 1 t all during this nter the English will 

improve the occasion by some major attack somewhere else not on the 

Continent of Eurc,pe, perhaps in Egypt - all these f cts are destined to 

iapress the German people in the ense of the ultilla defeat which a5aits 

the seemingly invincible and all conquerable Hitler. 

'l'heretore,- it is or utmost im. ortance tor England, tor th• 

United States to send all possible aid to Russia to sustain their 
~ re-equip 

aorale,1th•, to help th• to prepare tor the Spring Caapaign. 

HiU.r ■ust destroy Russia in order to subjugate England • 
. 

The ... e ia a strange parallel here again between Hitler and Napoleoll. 
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Bapoleon, too, . realized that 1n order to destroy England he must first 

destroy Russia. Napoleon r solved to conquer Europe as Hitler hae, but just 

as Hitler he .tound the one roe that could not accept his resolve to conquer 

Europe was England. So be determined to destroy England. Like Hitler, he 

planned an invasion or England in 1803. He prepared in the ports and 

' harbors or the coast of France ships, gunboats, small craft which would 

enable hia to transport in a single night one hum.red ~101...sMd troops to 

England. Like Hitler's plan of invasion for one reason or another it 

tailed. His better Jtdgm.ent told him that was impossible. So he determined 

in order to subjugate England, to destroy English sea po.,er, just as Hitler 

endeavored to destroy English sea power by attacks • from the air. In the 

Batt.le of Trafalgar, in 1905, the French were disastrously defeated and England 

was Mistress 0£ the Seas just aa England remains Mistress or the Seas today• 

In desperation, Napoleon turned back to the Continent and 

detemined to subjugate England and impose a continental blockade against 

England. No English ships were to enter any European harbor. No European 

ship was to trave1 to !ngland. Thus England was to be starved. By 

bringing suf'fering on the English people, Napoleon hoped to ma e them 

realize that he was conqueror a.nd make them come to term8 with hill. But 
ed 

in order to consolidate Eu.rope • gainst England, Napoleon nee¥ the 

collaboration or Russia. Alexam'!r I who vascilla.ted just as Stalin 

vascillated ,a.s between an alliance with Napoleon or th the English ••• 

By 1811 Alexander I realized that the real foe or Russia was not Englal:ld 

but Napoleon. and he refused to collaborate with NapoleOI! in his a:.d.s 
-

sch•• against England, with the result that Napoleon understood himself 

defeated. Russia, however, was not defe· ted:. Hence the caapaign ot 

1812 with lts terrif'ic rebound•• unfortunately, tor the world. 



Exactly the s e situation has developed for itler. Because 

apoleon f&iled to cross the Straits of Dover, he had to go to oscow. 

Because Hitler failed to cross the ~tratt,s of Dover, he is on th e way to 

oscow. The one powerful n tion ich he tried to reduce t o subllisaion ia 

F.ngland. Russia had refused to collaborate in his ch~. Hitler thought 

that Stalin would. For a time Stalin did. The Pact of 1959 was outrageous 

fo~ on the part of talin, for it opened the a tor P.itler to conquer 

Europe. Regardless wlv. t t he excuses of Stalin were, they were not sufficient 

to Justify his strengthening the hand of Hitler. Stalin was too smart. He 

eTeD out-smarted himselt, wen as Chamberlain and the Tories ot France 

out,..smarted thaualfts. They all share a common guilt before the ba:r of 

history. 

But thia is water un er the brid e. tler is now out to destroy 

Rusaia -as a prelude to destro~ and then to •ultimately dominate t.lie world. 

Rlmaia ia DOif the battlefield or al1 anti azi. forces in the world who must 

tight Nazisa. Informed people - well informed people ·.mderstand that. 1'lha t 

ia bappining in Russia today ill have inevitable repei;cussiona t lroughout 

the world. Japan is watching very closely hat is happening at the gates 

ot oscow. The foreign policy or Japan is like a pandulua. Japanese 

cabinets rise and fall with seismo raphic sensitiveness to the forttmee ot 

war in Russia. It Russia is defeated co pletely• finally, then the United 

States 111ll be forced either to fight in the Pacific or surrerxier to 

Japanese aggression in the Far F.a t. For tJi Japanese are prepared to 

aarch as aoon as they areconrlnced that the Russiana are finally diepersed• 

Just aa th• Italians waited for their DIOllll8Dt to stab France in the back. 

'1'he e 1a an electric chord which stretches from - oacow to 



to Tokio to Washington that can set of£ a frighttui, explosion. • There ore, 

what is happening on the steppes of Russia. ia of 1 mediate and direct 
t 

concern ot America, not as a matter of sentiment, but as a matter of eel.t-

def'ense. 

The fact th;; .. t we do not like f t alin, the fact th t we do not like 

Comauniea has absolutely nothing to do with it • . In the fi rst World War 

we did not like Czar Nicholas and the infamous Piasputin. • The Russian people 

disliked and distrusted despotism and fought valiantly tor at least three 

years during the war. They helped the Allies to win the war ultimately. 

Without the aid ot Russia the victory of the Marne would have been 

impossible. When the .f'ina.1 b""'tt1e· bad been fought and the Allies had won, 
as 

Csar Nicholas disappeared. His government regimd/completely gone. But 

the Russian people remained, a people of near1y two hundred million souls, 

a people that could produce a Pushkin, a Do~toyevsky, a Turgenev, a Tolstoy, 

a Chekhov, great artists, sculptors, a people whose intellectual and 

spiritual reserve has not even been tapped - that people remained. That 

people will remain after the war. Governments come and go. 

Needless to say, the Communists or Russia have made grave and 

tragic mistakes. Their whole technique of dictatorship which they 

introduced 1D Europe was raise and utterly bad - this acrifice or 

method to ends. Their entire record, the sad record or expurg tions, purges 

and the killing oft ot their own revolutionary leaders, is unspeakably cruel. 

Their net-work of spying and espionage, the terror cannot be Justified by 

their avowed good intentions. Hor can Stalin's inva ... ,ion or Finland, and 

his joining hands with Hitler in the partition ot Poland and the rape ot 

the Baltic COWltriea be condoned in the name of' progreaa or aociallBIIJ nor 

their attack an Religion - t hi s too cannot be jus tified even by those who 



-9-
it 

urge all out aid to Russia. Of' courseTis true that public worship is allowed 

in Russia. Bu.t there are no religioua schools in .Russia, no thalogic chools. 

Thousams or churches, mosques were converted, and the St ate has been ca.nying 

on an aggressive anti-religious program to oison th• minds ot children. That, 

too, is a fundamental llistak. The 'e is nothing in Socialism that 1"UD8 

contrary to religion •.. 

But there are many great and noteworthy things th t they have at:t~ieved, 

and only blind partisans would fail to recongize it. They h ve improved 

amazingly the educational system or Russia. They industrialized the country 

be ond the imaginings of the people. They have a planned economic life. 

They have taut;ht races and national! ties to live together in peace. That 

reuins to their eternal credit. 

But we are not called upon at this moment to ex.press our likes and 
or 

diallkea of' Rwusialot the Russian people. They r e fighting Hitler. So 

are·•• They are at war. e are pledged to provide the instl'\llllents or war 

to all who wage war upon this world des per do. There is much we don• t like 

about England, too. There are ma.ny eaknesses and mistakes that have been 

made by England. Bllt our destiny is linked up with that of England. 

Engl.and needa us and we need Englam. Russia needs us and we need Russia. 

~ c0111aOn need has ude allies of' us. ill aid to an ~l 

My dear friends, neither England nor the United States are yet ready 

to defeat Hitler. The bet we c do is to delay hia. The best we c do 

isto win ti.lie to am tul.17 tor the ultimate reckoning ·,hich is bound to 

coa• next year, the ye after or three ye s from now. Hitler's campaign 

in Russia ia gin.ng ua th1a precious 1ft of time. 'l'he longer •• delay, 

th• stronger•• ahall becoae. Th t ia the critical role, the critical role, 

perhaps the decisin role in this war that Russia will plq - through th• 

sacritloe at hmdreda ot thouaanda ot precious men, Ruasia ia bog&ing down 
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that aillt ry m chine 1th which we will have to reckon sooner or later. 

Napoleon was not dete ted at aterloo, but t oscow. e do not know 

where the ultimate battle will be fought in this war or under what cirCW1stances, 

whether on land or sea or in the air. But it may not be at all impossible 

that Hitler, too, o set out to conquer Eu.rope, was defe ted t •oscow. 

, 
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