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HO TO UNITE FOR VICTORY -- HOV- TO PLAN FOR PACE 
AF ER THE '/ 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda morning, October 26, 1941 



I had intended to discuss both themes which were announced for this 

morning: How To Unite For Victory and Ho ' to Plan for Peace After the War. 

In preparation of these to themes, I decided to leave the di cussion of the 

second theme for next week. I shall discuss ,ith you this morning the first 

theme, Ho ~ to Unite for Victory. 

To unite for victory you have to make gre·t sacrifices. At the very 

beginning of the,w .r, you ill recall, Churchill admonished his .eople t.~at 

the war will cost them blood, sweat, ter rs. That same price may yet be de anded 

of us too if we mean to go through with it. Especially if Russia is defeated 

and the Eastern front is liquid ted, disappears, England may not be able 

alone to march against the power of the Reich, which ,ill have t~draw upon 

the resources of the whol continent of Europe, even tho gh she ill be 

supplied by the United States 'th all possible material aid. England may 

notbe willinu to go on alone. There are still g eat numbe s of appea3ers 

in Great Britain who are clamoring, e ch in his own ay, for a negot ated 

peace with Hitler. And if the price which England will have to ay ~ill 

seem to many English too high in price, these appeasers will be listened 

to more and more, and their courage will mount more and more and Churchill 

and his policies may be displaced and men with other policies become the 

ruling forces. 

A negotiated peace of course with Hitler mas er of Eu e, will simply 

mean the entrenchment of Nazism for generations to come. It rill mean the 

continued enslavement of the people. It will mean the extinguishment of 

the last lights of Freedom, I amafraid, throughout the world. 

It is clear to ever' thinking man and oman th ta triwnphant Nazism 

will not stay confined in Europe any more than a triumphant Nazism can stay 

within the bourrlrl.es of Germany. It cannot stop. It cannot tolerate other 
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and opposing systems anywhere in the world. Even before the last war the Nazis 

wer e sending their emmissaries and agents and oropaganda to the four corners 

of the world, especially to the estern Hemisphere to establish outposts for 

future invasion and conquest. A Europe domi ted by a Nazi controlled economic 

system will have to bring the rest of the world ,ithin its sphe e, within its 

orbit or succumb, and no free economy will be able to comete with the organized 

slave economy which Nazism w·11 establish among the hundreds of mil lions of 

people on the continent of Europe. 

With the United S+ates as an active belligerent, England will ~tay on 

regardle ·s of the sacrifices which her eo le may be led upon to mace. She 

will stay on to the end. With the united power of Great Britain nd merica 

and the remaining forces op~osed Hitlerism, mankind will h ve a chance to 

reconstruct the world after the ar as a decent lace to live for free men. The 

American people eople h ve slowly come to un'er t and all this. hile still 

h ting ar, hile remembering full well the sacrifices of the las t orld war, 

they are nevertheless determined if necessary, to go into this ffar, determined 

not to live in the kin of a world hich a Nazi victory ill est blish. They 

are prepared to sacrifice their lives, if necessary, rather than to sacrif e 

their ancient liberties their way of live, their historic de e- tin •. The .. -
too 

r coming to underr. c a/th t if defe t of Hitl r is e~s nti&l for 

P. erica, then they mu e prep rd to put their full reight in this rar. 

T eJ must not be conten to suppl Engl d vith we pon 

re 1illin to use. 

~ich they themselve 

The final eci io, h s of cour e, not ret been m d. Str't , gre 

b the democr tic force c 11 for deferment until t appro ri e 

ime. Bu tis er 1 cl r that the Americ n .eop • 11 dem nd arm 1 

dee r o of war if and e · innin of the ar. 
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For the , • ning of the w r the defeat of Hi tl r, our Pre. ide t as had 

occa ion to rep t g in and gain, eve as late s esterda , "is nm the 

irrevo able policy of--:. he American Gove ent." 

Because th · t is so, he merican people mu t pre re elf c irit 

·swell as physic 11 for vh tever sacrificec this task, the ·i nin o t e 

war, cltll upon it to mu.ke. • This w· r i" likel to be long, and h rd, and 

ve , co tly . Our civilian life will be affec ed, from top to bottom. 

Life ,ill not go on as usual for u. Life ill not go on as usual for 

Jy 

bisine"', industry, labor .. The1e rill ensue sharp dislocctions as our tot 1 

eco omic procec-se pass over from ape cetine ba. is to a wartime defense b sis. 

e shall have to do ithout ma of the things v·hicl we re rd as nece"'c, • • 

Taxes will ount ve high. At the conclusion o he r all of us ill have 

le and not ore th n .-e had before. Gover t ·1 impo"e a serie of 

regulations, controls on the production, on the d' tribution, on the consumer. 

Thee ma come bout price regul ion, the regul ion of profits as ell s 

the regul tion of age~. Some of us 11, of cour~e grovel nd grou~e 

in these discomfort and thee re 0 tric ions d thees crifices . But 

I am quite confi 'ent hat the Am ric&n people , like the E glish, ill rise 

to the emerge er and make the s crifices demanded of they loyally and 

p riotic lly . What ouldn't the conquered eopl of Europe give up today 

if they could have v.ha t ✓ e enj o here 1 

To the jo vhich will have to be done -- that reouire, fir t of 

all, that ·e as people close our ranks a d unite . Di unit - and divided 

counse ,·ill cripple nd di ble us, and 11 cause the ar to be ·on b 

Hitler . Disunion is the Nazi ' high hope for America . It was di union 

vhich 1 Fr· ce prostr teat their f e t. The p nzer divi ions ich 

rolled over Fr nee • h such little re s nee onl comple d the ork of 
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disr ption, confusion and the mortal wounds mich part strife and p rt hat 

and class tragedy had inflicted on France. Fr nee was the human citadel on 

the Continent of Europe even as America i for the est n Hemispher. 

It is too i te in the day nm· to m ke of our foreig policy a political 

football, the shuttlecock of party strife, the occafion for private uolitical 

vendettas, or the opportunity for discrediting a President ho~e dome tic 

policies one does not like. 

Our foreign policy has been clearly d sh rply def ned by no in 

the ieht of the whole ·orld. Our foreign policy has been lo in taking 

shape, erhaps too slo. But democracies re alv; ye, slow moving. They 

cannot "Blitz" their procedures thout endangering their democr tic .ystem. 

But it has finally t aken definite form ,ith the consent of the peop e. To 

carry out this foreign policy, eh vein the last f·ft e months, since the 

fall of France, hen we were suddenly as a peop socked ·nto the realiz tion 

of t ha pe ed in the orl -- ·1e have n fifteen months adopted three major 

• programs: First a program of total defense, compete armament, at ~-ocean 

navy; econdly, we did what vas hever done before in our history -- adopted 

peace-time conscription; thirdly, we adopted a progr of all out aid to 

England and to all the people fi hting Hitleri m. The.e three mea~ure ere 

not smuggled into Americ life. They ee adopted after free and full 

discussion and •ei e adopted b the Con ress of the United tates. 

Therefore, any one toda • in this hour of crisis, •hether Co ressman 

or Senator or private citizen ho interf res with this pro ram, who contributes 
its 

to the del y of/execution, or so ·s distrust of it in the minds of our people, 

thinking to undermine their mor le in this hour of crisis, is an o structionist, 

is perpetr ting an ct of s·bota ea ain t erica. 

Any la upon our t t e Books, like th neutrality La, hich i the 

product of other time nd other cir t nces, times and circumstances hich 
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could not and did not anticip te the dangerous situation in hich Ame ic 

' finds itself today -- I say, any such lav which no ties the h nds of our 

over nt and our n tion in the face of the mos brutal international 

de~per do the orld has ever kno , should be repea ed. 

Academically, one can continue the discussion of the meric n 

foreign policy indefinitel . But when Amer· can ships are sunk on the hlgh 

seas, ;hen American life is being destroyed, , .. hen the Berlin-Tok o axis which 

was formed a inst us is t this moment competing the con uest o Europe 

and is stirring ominously in Asia -- in other iords, when the house is on 

fire, such a prolonged academic discussion 1hich inhibits forthrirht action 

is a dangerous precedent. 
also 

The thing ,hich must be done/calls for ity in the ranks of labor. 

The American people have the r:ght to demand th·t e American Feder tion 

of Labor and the C I.O. shall decl re a truce or he duration of this 

emergency. La or has moht at sake in this ~ar. English Labor quickly 

realized it. A Nazi victory means e end of trade unionism. It means the 

end of all the painfully acquired rights of labor. It means redx!tion of 
ers 

laboi/to the status of of serfs, rightles and defensele s. hy, F scis , 

f ·nanced originally in Italy and German.,r be industrialists v.ho atuously hoped 
a 1 bor dem nds b des ro in the democratic machiner 
to curb which labor could resort to defend itMelf. 

Devision in the ranks of 1 bor in the United St te lead to strife, 

!=lt.rikes and lock-outs nd interrupt our defen~e ork. This pl yes directly 

into the hands of Hitler arrl Hitler's friends ·n the United c tes. It 

disheartends the ensl ved 1orkers of Europe hose one hope is no that the 

free orking en of Engl nd and the United tates will provide their overnments 

th the i~ple ents to scr p that r gime. 

- There is far more t ake in the present struggle than the prestige 
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of the A.F. of L. or the C.I.O. or the prestige of Nr. Lewis or Mr. Green. 

Mr. Lewish may score a victory here, and Mr. Green may score a victory there, 

but unless they grasp the full implication, the full import of the s t rug le 

on now, they may awaken some day and find that the free worker has di appeared 

from the face of the earth. 

There must be an end to strikes during this emergency. And labor 

must put an end to it, not government. Government must not outlaw strikes. Labor 

must forego them. Accustom your government to end strikes by seizing strike­

ridden defense plants and you have paved the way for an ultimate Fascist 

control of labor in the United St utes. Our government has provided ample 

machinery for the mediation and arbitration of all industrial disputes, and 

statesmanship and patriotism should dictate both to labor and to management 

that these f acilities for the peaceful adjudication of all differences should 

be resorted to during the war. It is not wise l bar leadership to plunge 

industry into chaos and to disrupt defense organizations for the sake of 

enforcing at this time a closed shop agreement. It is no wise statesmanship 

on the part of Mr. Lewis to call out a thousand men in one of the most important 

defense industries at a time when the President called out for patience. 

On the other hand it is not wise st tesmanship aor patriotism to a ttempt at 

this time to capitalize on this emergency to raise unjust profits, to coin 

the blood and the ~isery of men into profit. (also statement on adjustment 

of wage with mounting costs). 

There mus t be unity in our country, which is the last arsenal of 

the fighting democracies among our classes, races and creeds. Di crimination 

in defense industries, which today re lly means in all industries, discrimination 

against the worker because of color, because he happens to be a negro, or because 
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of his religion -- b-.:icause he happens to be a Jew -- such discrimination 

feeds resentment, undermines loyalty, destroy civilian morale. One cannot 

fight intolerance, r~cism abroad when at home ~eople practise the most 

shameless forms of discrimination, of racism, and intolerance. 

Anti-semitism toduy is Hitler's trump card in America. By means of it 

he has won everywhere, and he hopes to win here, too. All those who pr ctise 

anti-Semitism, all those who s read poison openly, covertl:· , subtlely by insinuation, 

hile protesting tneir innocence, are no~ enemies of the Jews, but enemies of 

America. They help to disrupt the spiritual disunity of America. They are 

roiling the waters. They a e stirring up blind passions. L1ndbe gh's Des 

Moines speech was a <El.culated piP.ce 0£ mischief. The Nye Wheeler attempts 

to discredit the Moving Picture Industry because it had ma e nti*Nazi pictures 

and subtlely suggesting that t '.e leaders in that industry were .Jews, ~v'.is the 

same classic Nazi tactics w ·ch preceded the azi triumph in Germany. The 

America First Organization loyally proclaimed its American patriotism. Never-
~ 

theless it harbofs and refuses to reject the Bundists and the Christian 

Frontists and the American Mothers, who crowd its roster. It is nothing 

more than a nest of serpents in the United States. 

This is the time for clear thinking and clear speaking. One must 

declare himself. One must blow were he stands -- on which side. If we mean to 

destroy Hitlerism in the world , then we must be prepared or a thorough 

unification of America, to make all necessary sacrifices. \hat is really required 

basically, is a spiritual awakening in our people, a new consecrrtion for a 

braversacrificial task which awaits us. I think it is coming. I think the 

American people will discove Nithin itself those dee sources of spiritual 

strength which in every crisis of life, by divine rovidence, it has been able to 

draw upon. This hour is fraught with menace; it is a esperate hour. 
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There is a legend among our Rabbis th t when Adam, the first man, 

saw the fir t sunset he ras greatly terrified. en Adam saw the s go 

down and darkness settle upon the earth, ~e 1as frightened. Then God told 

Adam t t ke two stones nd rub them one inst the other. The name of 

the first stone was "de t' 11 • Th name of the other stone ~as "sh do•,y of 

death". And he rubbed t~em toget er and he discovered ire -- li"ht. 

An:i he id: "Blesse be God, the Creator of Light out of d· rk-..ness." y 

good frien s, t e sun is setting over the orld. The t wo rocks of "de th" 

and the "shado 1 of death" ill be struck. Perhaps e,· too, in the d ys to 

come will behold the light come out of the dar~mess and e ill be able to 

say: "Blessed hv God, the Creator of light out of ar ness." 




