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o correction . 

Amon the heathens, whenev r mi fortune ov rtro 

their deities and beat t eir ido s. 

he 1, hey cursed 

Not so . · tho r~ith and ·ith our pee.le .. 11 It ha een ood or me th·t 

I :t:·~ve been fflicted, th t I mi :ht learn Th,: f't tutes, Th. w .. 11 It as 

bee~ good for me that I have been a flicted . The hard discinline of life -­

that is the wa r of life . That is ths ; ,: o unfol me t, ennobleme t, enri hment 

of hum ... n life . 

On the other hand there are people who do not underrtand the implic[ltions 

of their suffe~ing , who are be ten and broken into defeat . An~ helplessnes 

iB their rn "::.fortune. 

Wh t , therefore, • blee ing? What , t erefore, is a curse? It is , 

after all , rvhrt you w nt o life and what you e. ect of life which determines 

in t e an lysis , vhether the t1--ings T. ich you hrv re 

Th ,re is no absolute sta dard except the one 

true st ture as m n i the · • ge o God 

pulls him dmm, inhibits him from reaching up 

best -- that is a curse . 

hat helps a ma to his hum~ni y , 

that • s a ble, sing . Tho t ,1·hich 

nd out to his maximum , h s 

The gre t English poet , John hilton , b0came blind -- nd blindnec-s , 

o course , is no a ble~sing. Ao8t ITen reg rd it s a curse . Y t John 

iUlton did no look upon his blindne ... s nuite in that wa ~. Because his 

chief interest in life v:as to serve God , th t ~·as his blesQing . He recrar ed 

the servi go God through the serving of men s his chief blessing , as his 

greatest privilege in life. His one concern, lheb hir lie vs so nt , whe he 

e blind , v s rhether his bl · r dne would • nbrf re with his e ·vice to 

his ~ ker •hich he re rded as t e supreme blec-sing hd pr i vilege of ris life . 

And t e ins "ght rising rom h "s profou~~ ith oon . ured ..._ and comforted irr . 
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Te le. ~i > o home, o of o pc:nio h:i ve o +he.? 

I ou h ·e, .,ou are le .ed m n indeed. hes orrns r e i hout 

and ··orlds c umb e bout ·o 1. ou h e o r wor 0 o•ce 

0 e o re r, ') ~ +,e. Yo • ve h· v 

p home of o ~ so m nr ·ve h . o do o e· '. o e one 

e 0 o e o 0 • B 1 in so o g, OU 

0 ., o 1 r ome, ·our ~our comp nion h ' ·? , . 0 I • V 'OU 

OS 01r e~ ·nd ce ri y? Not at 11 -- un eRs ou v in and 

proud ID n, unl ss OU h v f lc:e V lues , no itter hough s of prect •. e 

d compe 'ti e t nd rd he e ne e~f'i y of n a horn 0 re er 

co li e 0 one 1 C" e i . b n 01 h a + he. 

ee no d 
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0 r e nd r n ure of le. ci Tl 0 l .. e 

•· h . ch OU h ve. Four w 1 • re ough 0 e • f' 
.-- # • OU V 

lov 0 ni0 P, r C 0 ''7 ur r.n D opl 

· t. rou 0 i 0 J e e r e 0f' ~·ou +>e ] 0 r n 
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our i "'t, our g is sec e. Th f'ri Pil p e t em, the t 

re t . • 11 e '0 C" t . 

e '0 l ror 0 o? "h ev i i n 

ch 1 ng c:: you, ·hi h ~e 0 , re OU .,. OU 

h. ch . iv;.;. ing d ce r re 

e . ed m n. "Th a 'ther ·t C nno e n n 

io • The rr. · n r nnot wre ·ith p 0 em • ork 

i n't rn king mone •. ork . s hi m·t in , in e ectu 

. i i t · on. d i t . ng 0 p u • or er or 0 

orl ' ore o good . . I ou ave t kind o or , ho ·e b e 

OU ... e ed m n . pecu ing n he thin h ' h other n rod ce 
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li · ng of the labor o other men. Th tis no less · nK houg · t my 

urround one · th a quired com:ort~ and 1 x rie~. You 

the bles • 0 mrk. T e e re t e common.l ce ever d· r bles in .I 

e do no recognize just bee 1 e thy e omnipre~e t 
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·here ou e jor he ddi iona pricele s si g~ o fr dom ad e u i y 

tho.e leesinrr ) • ich h ve suddenly become so r r -- o ·hich me are o 

de~p r el· re cring out to ay I say, i on top o he commonp ce ble .ings 

.:ou are riv "le ed o enjo r th r re privilege of living n land o~ reedom, 

·ou muf-'t regard tr.is as among he mo. t lesaed o our 

Ameri ns ve sudde 1 diPcov re AmPrica . Ther have suddenl .. become 

e o heir ri e eritage ike a o a ch n e o n unsus ected 

treasure . rle h ve • en is le~s d s ~or gr nt_d. We ha 

t en .. t., free inr 
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for granted . • c forgot t.at untless en fo 1ght r th m dt 
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come to ount t e 
A o C"se s 

. on o ·reed m b ecs g , e en ffe 

shoul ~ SJ . om nong t e es n.:;s ·, ic we 0 s e ' 
the r V to 

i h SU f r and i nece s y to die 0 t.hem. To be r e is 

privilege. To ig t or f edo i n even gre te r · vil e. F eedom 

cannot be h d s Freed mm t be . hieved, id or n most • 

eve . gene • tion must be e- cquir d. An,;; 0 ours t e i e i hi n one. 

OU ' l e on in m i a .l r~inin 
r) or w om y soon go to •n1r • Th t 

:J 0 o se hard. It is ot t b any meant . Bn it is e r-till 
or 

to · ve/both your son an you.rsel in a ty nno1s 10 ld as a sl ve o t 

n • h in ghe o. 

I u mu~ e e lo d of e onomic .i n, h.e· axe 

t .., s 0 ourse h r 0 t. But "' he ice you 

must p .. or the ot e ble s~n·s 'ai h or unate m n 
not 

n the or d. Yo ·o 0 0 t· e n 11 • r-her n_ i~~/ r 

e m ut f r lave . 

B en vou a inc n~ t b d ,;o y 0 r 

h n e nd h rd, s . t o by your l an ke. o 

irit 0 out your b ess one b one. Remember h: table s ·ng re 1 is 

..,h t '"hich has hel,. ed you to be O!Jle ine man or worn n son o , ugh er, 

• t· ze , ien h t 0 
' 

ll C n lly be r ud of hum n 

being ".rit hem om, one one OU ·;i 1 one e I am 

·Ii h t e hra"' e h . t : Ho· ' I nt or SU e, re 

nl is bounti d , in s s me?" 
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Happy he , on the ,e r_r sea 
·ho h-t fled the tempe~t n ·on t e haven . 

HuJ r whoso h h i~en , free , -
Ab ve hies riving . For~ r ely gr ven 

Is the orb of li. e , th tone nd another 
In gold n po· ie Jl out a~s his brot. er . 
And men in their mi l l i ons float lo 

A seethe , ., · th a mi llion ho es, as leave ; 
An they ,in thei il, or the heir ill , 

-..Arrl the ho es re e d or are pin d or s till ; 
But ho ' er can kno1 , 
As the l one da~s go , 

T a t to 1 · e is ha y , h th fo hi He v n! 



FROM THE DDRF,SS OF RABBI SILVER DELIVERED AT THE TEMPLE ON SUNDAY, 
NOVK~BER 9, 1941 
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'e 11, consti t 1 es le'"' i • Pe prove 
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h elpful def "rition: Ah ,..n less ·ng is ht o tr ' b te 
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better m n, a bette citizen, a better u nd or f er, etter 

fri nd , in a ord, ev r hing ,hich feds h "s o 

ble. ing . 
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If ou~ def · ~ ion i~ corr ct, hen 11 o us living ven in 

me h· e any bles~ings to coun 1over nd above 

to.en erous con onpluce ev rd b ersings •ho~e r re nd 

mir cu ous qua ii ov ,... ook ju 

d ev d • Men of e ook · n he 

e li h, and r e to djrt t ,.. d to fin 

t home. 

I f on op o t e mir cu ous commonp ce bl ssi 

am · ly, riendfhip ect em nd interesti g iTork to o, 

o 1 ive in 1 d where • rou enjo the dd " ion 1 d 

lessin 0 reed ID d eq mlit T - . 'de y becorn 

ommonp 

n r 

e h 

g~ 0 home , 

. OU ch nee 
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or re and 
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"hle 

le 

o de per te ~ soug .p r in t e ·or d -- the '0 l m .' coun our elf ..L 

mong e .o 

"re o e r 

r ble r d of m i d . 

v su do 1. d~ cover d 

zig e i g liY., on 

u pct rea. re-trove . 

e V e 

i pol · ic 
' 
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oJi,;..ir~ ~ ~ . for d • ppo t • ie r e • e or ot h t 1 4 once fou h 

~ 
that we mi ht po c-e s t em. ever gr • C nic 1~ 

R perciliou and our E; r , • C'li h n:p 0 0 

o lr democr t • c 

i ent 

.. ,hat _)e Y' d to the . to f" l'CII"~ 

inefficient and cum r o~ de ocr t • c 

Bu men lmo("! . Pver 'rher e los these s . 
t ·r. for the losC' oft 

I 

their blood to r cover he , , .. e h·tve : ke e to 

hov fort m·t e e r in trir-d:r posse~8 ion . 

re l ' z ion of 

Th i. .. all 0 the good. Bu ve come o coun 

the OR eC"sion of fr edom nd 0 g o 1r r r . no-

'€ s oul also coun on OU le s he 'oriv · e of g tin"'" 

£ ~urrer· g , and i ee be f1' d, ing 0 hem . To b~ r ic 
' 

ble e ri for reedo is eve r ter rivi e 

ree om m c ge erat· on , nd ir1 or. 

I is not ift but ·n achie e .ent n the p ic~ iF ve hi b 

ver too high . 

If rour son must 0 to mili r . ni g o~ e en 1 i i C' 0 , 

o: cour e a. h rd price to But . rnuld e har er till for . ·o 
I 

V 
and or him t o live as slave in t ra nous mrld, 

J 

• 
\,' 

If OU Ill lo d 0 
' 

er 

other ev lwt . rt o the ric , hich free or 
~ 

men mu t p for the b on o:: freedom . Mo" people"' today M&M y 

price or sl ve ·t 

, 

• 



. 1 aemft MY BL&SThoi 

What is important is to determine• 1n our own minds ht 

really consti tut ea a human ble sing. Pemaps this will prove a 

helpful def'initiona A human ble sing is thc1.t hich contributes to 

a man1 s humanity. Ev ~rything hich enriches his personality, 

develops him morally, spiritually, intellectually, ma es of him a 

better man, a better citizen, a better husband or f at er, a better 

friend, in a o.rd, everyt.1ing hich feeds his soul - th t is a 

blessing. 

If our definition is correct, then all or us living even 1D 

these distre~sing times h ve many blessings to count over and aboTe 

those rmmerous commonplace ev~.rd blessing~ hose r ·· re and 

miraculous qualities• overlook just bees. s t ie~ are commonplace 

and ev ryda7. !en often look in the d r for ·' t is plainly visible 

in the light, and travel to distant le.nd to find lat they have left 

at home. 

If on top oft e miraculous commonplace blessings of home, 

family, friendship, esteem and interesting 1ork todo, you chance 

to live in a land where you enjoy the .additional and priceless 

blessing of freedom and equality - suddenly beoome so rare and 

so desperately f sought after in the orld - then you may count yourselt 

among the most tru1 , bles eel or JMnk1nct. 

Americans Te suddenly di covered Americal They have become 

aware or eir amazing herita e like one ho/ suddenly chancea upon 

unsuspected treasure-trove. 

e have all taken this blessed land of oura, it tree institutions 

stt'llfllf)l1'1AMuaUti~ llbertiee, its religioua t.olerance am 1,a 
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for granted. e forgot that many once fought and 

died tor them that e mi ht ossess them. e even grew c~mical, 

supercilioua, and our intelli entsia grew sll htly contemptuous or 

our democratic govemment at ·hat a . . ea ed to them to be its 

inefficient and cumbersom democratic machinery. 

But no th·•t en almost everywhere ve lost these precious 

things and eep blinding te· rs for t e loss of them and shed 

their blood to recover them, we have -wakened to a realization ot 

ho fortun~e wa are in theh- possession. 

That is all to the good. But when we have come to count 

the possession of freedom and democ C"- amcmg our ~- rent ble sings, 

e should also count amon our blessin e o privilege of f!. ghting, 

of utfering, and if need be, of dying for the!Jl. To be free ie a 

blessed privilege. To fi ht for freedo is an even ro ter ~rivilege . 

Freedom SU$t be re-acquired by eve_ gene ation, and ~id for. 

It is not a gift but an achieve. ent and the ?rice is very high, but 

never too high. 

If your son 11Ust go to milit training o even to ar, it is 

of course a hard price to pay. But it ould be harder still for you 

and for hi.a to live as a slave in a tyrannou wor~ $I' ta ¼egttish 

4n e otz&t~ 

If •ou mu~t bear the load of eeenomie dlsle11tiar, heavy ta..xea, 

~ens, t • t is aal part or the price which free 

men au t pay for the boon of freedom. llo t peopl~ 0 today~----­

uhat price for sl&Teryl 




